
NEA cuts power 
imports
KATHMANDU: The Nepal 
Electricity Authority has 
slashed energy imports 
from India as domestic 
hydropower projects have 
increased their output fol-
lowing a rise in the water 
levels in the various riv-
ers where the power 
plants are located. 
Imports have been 
reduced by 20 percent, the 
state-owned power utility 
said. Nepal has been 
importing 500 MW elec-
tricity from India during 
peak hours. The NEA had 
been importing up to 501 
MW from various 
cross-border lines.  
� (Details on Money I)

Govt backtracks 
on NGO decision
KATHMANDU: The Home 
Ministry has backtracked 
on its decision to strictly 
scrutinise non-govern-
ment organisations while 
renewing their registra-
tion. The ministry issued 
an official note on Sunday 
to all the district adminis-
tration offices not to 
implement two major 
points of  its previous cir-
cular until further notice. 
Earlier, the ministry had 
directed all the DAOs to 
register only those  
NGOs that work in a  
single sector.  �(Details on Pg 3)
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Beyonce, Jay-Z launch 
surprise album

Lukaku brace steers 
Belgium to victory

Milk holiday declared 
amid excess supply
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Seoul: NKorea sanctions 
may be eased early
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Today’s Matches
Colombia v Japan (5:45 PM)
Poland v Senegal (8:45 PM)
Russia v Egypt (11:45 PM)

Itinerary of prime minister’s visit
Tuesday
9:00AM	 Depart for Beijing by a Himalaya Airlines Special Aircraft
17:15PM	 Arrive in Beijing
18:00PM	 Attend reception hosted by Ambassador Leelamani Paudyal at 

the Nepal Embassy

Wednesday 
8:00AM	 Meeting with embas-

sy officials and 
Nepalis living in China

19:40AM	 Attend China-Nepal 
Business Forum-2018 
at CCIPT

15:40PM	 Visit to Tienanmen 
Square

16:00 to 16:40PM	 Meeting with President Xi Jinping of China
17:00PM	 Interview with CCTV
17:30PM	 Meeting with Jin Liquan, president of AIIB 

Thursday
8:30AM	 Attend Nepal-China Friendship Run at Beijing University  

of Sports
9:30AM	 Visit to the Party School of CPC and hold discussion
16:00PM	 Meeting with the Chairman of Standing Committee of National 

People’s Congress Li Zhanshu at the Great Hall of the People
17:00PM	 Meeting with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang at the Great Hall of 

the People
17:15 to 18:00PM	 Delegation level talks followed by signing ceremony of some 

MoUs and understanding
18:10 to 19:00PM	 Dinner hosted by the Chinese Premier Li

Friday
08:15AM	 Depart for Lhasa
14:55PM	 Arrive in Lhasa
15:55PM	 Arrive in Office of the Nepali consulate in Lhasa and interact 

with Nepali nationals
18:30PM	 Dinner hosted by Nepal’s consular general in Lhasa

Saturday
9:30AM	 Visit to Potala Palace 
11:30AM	 Visit to Jokhang Temple
15:20PM	 Visiting QuShui Agriculture Project
18:00PM	 Meeting with the Qi Zhala, chairman of the Tibet Autonomous 

Region, followed by dinner

Sunday 
11:50AM	 Leave Lhasa for Kathmandu

PM leaves for China today
ANIL GIRI & Binod Ghimire
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18

Prime Minister KP Sharma 
Oli embarks on a six-day offi-
cial visit to China on Tuesday. 
Deepening ties with the top 
Chinese leadership, exploring 
new areas of  cooperation 
with Beijing and signing new 
agreements with China based 
on the 10 points of  agreement 
reached during Oli’s visit in 
2016 are high on the agenda.

PM Oli will meet Chinese 
President Xi Jinping at the 
Great Hall of  the People on 
Wednesday and his counter-
part Li Keqiang on Thursday. 
After the visit, officials said, 
China is likely to announce a 
significant aid or project for 
Nepal to showcase its deep 
attachment to Nepal at a time 
when a stable government in 
Kathmandu has pledged the 
people prosperity.

The two countries, howev-
er, are unlikely to sign the 
Protocol to Transit and 
Transportation Agreement 
signed during Oli’s visit to 
China two years ago. It may be 
signed in July, said officials.

Attracting Chinese invest-
ments in sectors of  Nepal’s 
comparative advantage and 
minimising trade deficit will 
be the major focus of  the visit.

Briefing the House of  
Representatives on his second 
visit to the northern neigh-

bour in his two tenures as PM, 
Oli on Monday said every 
agreement and discussion in 

Beijing would be guided by 
“our national interests and 
dignity” in a transparent 
manner. At the invitation of  
Premier Li, Oli is paying the 
visit leading a 120-member 
delegation.

PM Oli will also meet with 
Jin Liquan, president of  the 
Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank, to explore 
projects to be financed by the 
Chinese-led institution.

PM Oli informed the House 
that Nepal will be looking for 
Chinese support in three 
areas—direct aid, cooperation 
and joint investments. “China 
as a neighbour has always had 
cordial relations with us and 
has long been supporting us,” 
he said.

Without specifying pro-
jects, the PM claimed that 
there would be new agree-
ments in energy and power 
transmission, railway connec-
tivity, post-earthquake recon-
struction and border entry 
points. He said focus would 
also be on reaping optimum 
benefits from China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative that promotes 
multifaceted and multidimen-
sional connectivity with 
neighbours.

“We’ve identified some pro-
jects and forwarded the list. 
The funding modalities of  

these projects will be dis-
cussed in Beijing,” said a sen-
ior official privy to negotia-
tions with the Chinese side.

“Expediting the pace of  
development is the sole agen-
da of  the incumbent govern-
ment. The visit will focus pri-
marily on generating support 
from the northern neighbour 
in this regard,” PM Oli told 
Parliament. Attracting more 
Chinese tourists and inves-
tors in productive sectors is 
another priority.

The PM spent a significant 
part of  his 20-minute address 
to highlight the gains his gov-
ernment made in bilateral 
relations with Nepal’s two 
immediate neighbours. Oli 
presented the closure of  the 
Indian field office in 
Biratnagar, increasing air 
routes, survey of  Kathmandu-
Birgunj railways, homework 
in revising the 1950 Treaty by 
Eminent Persons Group and 
the joint study from Nepal 
and India on inundation in 
the Tarai as the major 
achievements of  his govern-
ment on that front.

“We understand the sensi-
tivity of  China and assure 
that we are committed to one 
China policy,” said Oli. “We 
don’t allow any activities 
against China on our land.”

Half of NC Upper House 
members pick 2-yr term
Post Report
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18 

National Assembly Chairman 
Ganesh Timilsina and Home 
Minister Ram Bahadur Thapa 
will serve their full six-year 
tenure in the Upper House 
while Finance Minister 
Yubaraj Khatiwada will retire 
after two years as their terms 
were decided by drawing lots 
on Monday.

The Parliament Secretariat 
used the lottery method to 
determine the two-, four- and 
six-year terms of  the 59 NA 
members. Article 86 (3) of   
the Constitution of  Nepal 
states that the office of  one 
third of  the members of  the 
National Assembly expires  

in two years.
Nineteen members of  the 

Upper House will serve for 
two years while 20 each will 
be in office for four years and 
six years, respectively. 

Elections will be held for 19 
seats after the first lot retires 
in February 2020. 

Fifty-six members of  the 
House were elected—eight 
each from the seven provinc-
es—by an Electoral College 
while three others including 
Khatiwada were nominated 
by the government.

Finance Minister 
Khatiwada’s membership 
will expire 20 months from 
now. “There is no legal hurdle 
for him to be nominated again 
if  the government so wishes,” 

NA Secretary Rajendra 
Phuyal told the Post. To serve 
as a minister, one has to be a 
member of  the federal parlia-
ment or elected member with-
in six months of  assuming 
the responsibility.

MPs from the main opposi-
tion Nepali Congress and the 
Rastriya Janata Party-Nepal 
were the most unlucky ones 
as seven of  the 13 NC lawmak-
ers picked two-year terms 
while the two RJP-N members 
had the same fate.

Among the 42 Nepal 
Communist Party (NCP) MPs, 
only nine will have two-year 
tenures. The NCP, NC,  
RJP-N and the Sanghiya 
Samajbadi Forum-Nepal have 
representation in the NA.

n No agreement against national interest, Oli tells House n Delegation has 120 members
On the agenda
n	 Upgradation of two ‘friendship’ bridges in Tatopani and 

Rasuwagadhi

n	 Formation of a joint mechanism to facilitate  
implementation of China-funded projects in Nepal

n	 Private sectors of Nepal and China will sign agreement 
on developing power plants from the Marsyangdi  
cascade, pashmina promotion and agriculture

n	 Memoranda of understanding on carrying out survey of 
Kerung-Kathmandu Railway, utilisation of RMB 1 billion 
Chinese reconstruction aid, formalisation of opening 
eight trading points with Nepal, and use of Tibetan 
highways for ferrying logistics and goods in northern 
parts of Nepal

n	 New border check points at Uripas of Bajhang, two each 
at Rasuwagadhi and Tinkar of Darchula, two at Tiplapas 
of Taplejung and one at Hilsa of Humla for trade with 
China’s Tibet

n	 Part of the Belt and Road Initiative—north-south  
corridors, exhibition centres, free trade zones, six  
integrated check posts on Nepal-China border,  
upgradation of some roads, rainwater harvest, Outer 
Ring Road in Kathmandu, establishment of a new city in 
Surkhet, and some irrigation projects

Pioneer neurosurgeon 
Dr Devkota no more

POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18

Neurosurgeon Dr Upendra 
Devkota passed away at the 
Bansbari-based Neuro 
Hospital in Kathmandu on 
Monday. A pioneer in the 
field in Nepal, Dr Devkota 
had been undergoing treat-
ment for gall bladder cancer. 
He breathed his last at 
5:35pm, according to a state-
ment issued by the hospital.

After six months of  treat-
ment at a hospital in the 
United Kingdom, Dr Devkota 
returned to Nepal on May 29 
insisting that he would 
spend the rest of  his life in 
his country.

On June 9, the Devkota 
family had taken him to 
Boharagaun in Palungtar 
Municipality-4, Gorkha, as 
the ailing doctor had wished 
to visit his birthplace.

Since then he had been 
receiving care at the 
National Institute of  
Neurological and Allied 
Sciences, also known as 
Neuro Hospital, that Dr 
Devkota had founded.

He is also known for 

expanding neurological 
health care at Bir Hospital, 
where he started the 
Neurosurgery Department 
for the benefit of  the general 
public. His colleagues 
remember Dr Devkota as a 
dedicated professional and 
someone who could deliver 
even with limited resources. 
Dr Pawan Kumar Sultania, 
who worked with Dr Devkota 
for nearly 20 years, said he 
was a great leader with capa-
bility to deliver under diffi-
cult circumstances.

“Dr Devkota and his team, 
which included me, worked 
very hard to sustain the 
Neurosurgery Department 
at Bir Hospital, despite poor 
support from the govern-

ment,” said Dr Sultania, add-
ing that the department ben-
efited common people visit-
ing a government hospital.

Devkota was appointed 
the health minister during 
the royal regime of  
Gyanendra Shah in 2002. As 
the health minister, he trans-
formed Bir Hospital into the 
National Academy of  
Medical Sciences.

After completing MBBS 
from Assam Medical College 
in India, Devkota returned 
to Nepal in 1978 before begin-
ning his training at the 
Glasgow Institute of  
Neuroscience, UK, in 1983.

In his 34-year career as a 
neurosurgeon, he performed 
over 25,000 successful sur-

geries. As minister, he over-
saw a number of  important 
health reforms.

Dr Devkota had operated 
on Crown Prince Dipendra 
Shah following the palace 
massacre of  June, 2001. The 
neurosurgeon had told 
media that the royal’s brain 
sustained massive damage 
as a bullet had passed 
through it. The incident that 
swept Nepalis emotionally 
for the deaths of  the king, 
the queen, the crown prince 
and other royals was also 
controversial for its motive 
and the force behind it. Dr 
Devkota had often been 
asked about the incident 
and, in particular, if  
Dipendra was indeed respon-
sible for killing his own par-
ents and his kin as the royal 
probe commission had 
charged him with.

According to the hospital, 
Dr Devkota’s mortal remains 
will remain on its premises 
from 8am to 1pm on Tuesday 
for final tributes. He is sur-
vived by his wife Dr Madhu 
Dixit Devkota and three 
daughters Medha, Basudha 
and Manjari.

n Upendra Devkota 
(1953-2018)
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Govt to keep NA teams on 
standby for disaster response
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18 

The government has decided 
to keep search and rescue 
teams of  Nepal Army (NA) 
with helicopters on a standby 
at three places to minimise 
casualties in monsoon-relat-
ed disasters this year.

The first meeting of  the 
National Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management 
Council, chaired by Prime 
Minister KP Sharma Oli, on 
Monday decided to keep NA 
rescue and search teams on a 
standby in Itahari of  
Province 1, Pokhara of  
Province 4 and Surkhet of  

Karnali Province. 
The meeting also urged all 

the ministries, security  
forces and concerned  
agencies to coordinate among 
one another to ensure  
effective response to disaster 
situations.

To keep the inhabitants of  
disaster-prone settlements 
safe, the meeting also decided 
to take necessary steps to 
relocate them.

The meeting also directed 
the Ministry of  Physical 
Infrastructure and Transport 
and other concerned agen-
cies to have the manpower 
and the equipment ready to 
clear road obstructions. 

For effective early warning 
system, the Ministry of  
Communication and 
Information was asked to 
make arrangements for  
disseminating weather 
updates to local communities 
through various telecom 
operators. 

The meeting also proposed 
forming disaster manage-
ment committees and execu-
tive committees for disaster 
risk reduction and manage-
ment at the provincial  
level, and empowering the 
existing committees at the 
local level by providing 
required resources, rights 
and capacity. 

Bharatpur to 
become first 
mercury-free 
medical city 
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18 

Bharatpur Metropolis has 
been working actively to 
encourage health care facili-
ties and professionals in the 
city to phase out mercury-con-
taining devices and the use of  
the toxic material in a bid to 
become the country’s first 
mercury-free medical city. 

A total of  15 health facili-
ties, including hospitals, pri-
vate dental clinics, dental 
departments, committed in 
writing on Monday to provide 
mercury-free services in 
order to help the city achieve 
the feat. The Bharatpur 
Metropolitan City, Private 
Hospital Coordination 
Committee, District Public 
Health Office, a group of  dedi-
cated health care facilities, 
health care professionals in 
Bharatpur, Chitwan have been 
working for cause. 

Puspanjali Hospital Pvt 
Ltd, Sapta Gandaki Hospital 
Pvt Ltd, Sunrise Dental 
Clinics, Smile Dental Health 
Care Center, Shree Dental 
Clinics, Padma Dental Clinics, 
and Dental Department of  
Bharatpur Hospital, 
Manakamna Hospital, Live 
Care and Trauma Center, 
National Hospital are among 
the city’s health care facilities 
which have declared to be pro-
viding mercury-free services.

Hailing the initiative of  the 
health care facilities at the 
programme organised in the 
Capital on Monday, health 
experts said would help the 
city become the country’s first 
mercury-free medical city. 
“This has indeed set a prece-
dent for other health care 
facilities, dental colleges, and 
health professionals to follow 
the mercury-free practices. If  
Bharatpur manages to com-
pletely eliminate the use of  
mercury, it will inspire other 
cities in its wake,” said Ram 
Charitra Sah, executive direc-
tor and environment scientist 
at the Center for Public Health 
and Environmental 
Development . 

Mercury, its compounds 
and equipment based on the 
toxic metal are widely used in 
various products and process-
es like sculpture making, 
lighting, health, cosmetic 
products and health sector. 
The use of  mercury in the 
health sector, especially in 
dental filling, is relatively 
high around the world. 

The Mercury-free initia-
tives, studies suggest, will 
help in protecting public 
health, vulnerable population 
like children and pregnant 
mother from hazard of  mercu-
ry, which has adverse impacts 
on human health like memory 
loss, anxiety, hormonal disor-
der and mood swings.

35 Peace Corps volunteers sworn in
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18

Thirty five Peace Corps  
volunteers were sworn in  
at a function in the Capital  
on Monday.

The volunteers, who came 
with a wide variety of  experi-
ences and expertise, were 
sworn in by Chargé d’ Affaires 
Peter Malnak and the Peace 
Corps Nepal Country Director 
Sherry Russell.  

They will join over 3,800 
volunteers who served before 
them in Nepal since 1962.  

The Peace Corps volunteer 
programme was established 
by US President John F 
Kennedy in 1951.  

Currently, there are over 
7,200 Peace Corps volunteers 
serving in over 65 countries 
across the world. This is  
the seventh Peace Corps vol-
unteers to arrive in Nepal 
since the programme 
re-opened in 2012. They  
will serve in the country for 
two years.

 “These trainees follow in 
the footsteps of  over 3,800 pre-
vious volunteers, including 
some here today, who heeded 
the call to service and chose to 

come to Nepal to serve not 
only our own country, but  
also the people of  Nepal,” 
Malnak said. 

The latest batch of  Peace 

Corps volunteers arrived in 
the country in April. They 
had undergone 11 weeks of  
language, cross-cultural and 
technical training in Kavre  in 

Nepali worker 
dies in India
Post report
DARCHULA, June 18

A Nepali worker died after 
being hit by a rock at a road 
project   site at Lipu-Lekh area 
in Uttarakhand, India, on 
Sunday. Jaya Singh Dhami of  
Darchula, who was critically 
injured in the incident, died 
on the way to hospital. His 
body was handed over to the 
family after post-mortem on 
Monday. 

This is a second death of  a 
Nepali worker at the road pro-
ject site in three months. 
Trilok Singh Bista of  Byas 
Rural Municipality-4 was 
killed when a dozer fell into 
the Mahakali river three 
months ago. Bista’s relative 
said the project provided only 
IRs 25,000 for funeral and that 
the family had yet to receive 
insurance money. 

Pakistan defence 
force chief Hayat 
in Nepal
KATHMANDU: General 
Zubair Mahmood Hayat, 
chairman of  Joint Chiefs 
of  Staff  Committee of  
Pakistan Armed Forces, 
arrived in Nepal for a 
five-day official visit on 
Monday. Chief  of  Army 
Staffs General Rajendra 
Chhetri had extended his 
invitation to his counter-
part during his official 
visit to Pakistan last 
month. According 
Directorate of  Public 
Relations of  Nepal Army, 
General Hayat will have 
meeting with President 
Bidya Devi Bhandari, 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Defence 
Ishwar Pokharel and 
General Chhetri, among 
others. He will also visit 
various historic sites 
before returning home 
on June 22. (PR)

Dahal leaves for 
Singapore for 
wife’s treatment 
KATHMANDU: Nepal 
Communist Party 
Co-chairman Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal left for 
Singapore on Sunday for 
the treatment of  his wife 
Sita. A family source 
said Sita’s health started 
deteriorating after the 
death of  her son Prakash 
and doctors had suggest-
ed her to visit Singapore 
for treatment. She will be 
treated at Mount 
Elizabeth Hospital. The 
Dahal couple is being 
accompanied by their 
daughter Ganga and the 
NCP leader’s aide Samir 
Dahal. (PR)

Court jails two 
rapists for 10 yrs
HETAUDA: The 
Makwanpur District 
Court has sentenced two 
men to 10 years in prison 
after finding them guilty 
of  raping a teenage girl. 
The single bench of  
District Judge 
Khadananda Tiwari on 
Monday handed down 
the verdict against 
Rajendra Rumba, 21, and 
Tsering Ghising, 20, of  
Hetauda Sub-
metropolis-10. The court 
also ordered the duo to 
pay Rs 40,000 each as 
compensation to the vic-
tim. Rumba and Ghising 
had raped the girl at a 
hotel in Hetauda last 
year. (PR) 

Rock lands on 
truck, kills driver
CHITWAN: A truck driver 
died after being hit by a 
boulder hit him along 
the Narayangadh-Muglin 
road in Chitwan district 
on Sunday night. Police 
on Monday said that 
Krishna Dhungana of  
Tanahun district was 
fatally injured when a 
large rock landed on the 
moving truck. He died 
during treatment at 
Bharatpur Hospital. (PR) 

news digest

n Peace Corps volunteers participate in a swearing-in ceremony in Kathmandu on Monday. They join over 3,800 volunteers who served before 
them in Nepal since 1962. � POST PHOTO: PRAKASH CHANDRA TIMILSENA

Landslide threat looms 
over Liping, Tatopani

ANISH TIWARI
SINDHUPALCHOK, JUNE 18

Liping Bazaar in Bhotekoshi 
Rural Municipality, 
Sindhupalchok, has wit-
nessed several erosions and 
minor landslides in the 
recent days. 

Some of  the residents have 
vacated their homes and 
moved to Chowkidanda 
where they hope to be safe in 
case of  major landslides. 

The area, situated close to 

Tatopani, a town bordering 
Nepal and China, has suf-
fered several disasters in the 
last three years, from the dev-
astating earthquake of  2015 
to the massive flood in the 
Bhote Koshi river that swept 
away 261 homes.

Locals said they were in a 
state of  constant fear because 
of  continuous erosions and 
landslides. What they do  
not want at the moment is 
heavy rainfall in the region 
that could trigger a host of  

landslides. 
Meanwhile, the Kodari 

Highway is also not in a good 
condition. Every monsoon, 
the highway gets obstructed 
by landslides, cutting off  sup-
ply of  essentials. People fear 
that rescue work could be 
hindered if  there is a disaster 
in the region and the high-
way is blocked.

“Things are already bad as 
they are. Our businesses have 
not recovered after the  
disastrous earthquake of  

2015. We have faced several 
calamities in the last three 
years. This year also seems 
no different,” said Dolma 
Sherpa, who runs a hotel in 
Liping Bazaar. 

The Tatopani border point 
is closed since the earthquake 
of  2015. And without 
cross-border trading and 
mobility of  people, many 
businesses in the region  
have folded in the last three 
years. The people are not  
sure if  the border point will 
be opened. 

“The main border crossing 
and the office buildings are 
particularly vulnerable to 
landslide and flood. But there 
has been no effort to mitigate 
the risk,” said an Armed 
Police Force Deputy 
Superintendent Hajarilal 
Jaiswal. 

Tatopani is turning into a 
ghost town. Majority of  its 
inhabitants have left the once 
bustling border town after 
the earthquake.

“The future of  Tatopani 
and its adjoining areas like 
Liping Bazaar remains 
uncertain. The region 
remains prone to disasters 
like flood and landslide  
and its people are facing trou-
ble due to frequent  
road obstruction and  
breakdown in communica-
tion system,” said Vice-
chairperson of  Bhotekoshi 
Rural Municipality Dabuti 
Sherpa. 

n The Nepal-China Friendship Bridge of Tatopani, Sindhupalchok, following the 2016 flood.�  POST FILE PHOTO 

n Prime Minister KP Oli presides over the meeting of Natural Disaster Rescue Committee in Singha 
Durbar, Kathmandu, on Monday.  � Post Photo: Anish Regmi

preparation for their service. 
The volunteers have been 

assigned to seven districts in 
three provinces to work  
on food and nutrition  
security projects in coordina-

tion with the Ministry of  
Health and Population, 
Ministry of  Agriculture,  
Land Management and  
other various Ministries of  
government. 
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Nepal hopes to boost China ties
Chinese experts urge China, Nepal and India trilateral relations to spur infrastructure  development and trade in South Asia
SANJEEV GIRI 
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18

Nepal will hope to cement its 
bilateral relations and work 
on furthering socio-economic 
ties with China as Prime 
Minister KP Sharma Oli 
embarks on a state visit on 
Tuesday.

Chinese experts opine the 
visit is of  ‘greater signifi-
cance’ to both the countries. 
They say PM Oli is visiting 
China as a leader of  Nepal’s 
strongest government post 
1990s with comprehensive 
peoples’ mandate.

During his previous visit to 
China as prime minister, Oli 
had signed 10-point agree-
ment, including a landmark 
deal on transit trade aiming to 
reduce Nepal’s significant 
dependence on India. If  imple-
mented, the transit agreement 
would give Nepal access to sea 
routes via the Chinese port of  
Tianjin.

This time, apart from dis-
cussing the Protocol to the 
Transit and Transport 
Agreement, several other 
pacts and memoranda of  
understanding on connectivi-
ty, linking China and 
Kathmandu via rail, energy, 
tourism, opening more border 

points with China and con-
struction of  petroleum stor-
age facilities, among others, 
are expected to be signed.

The recent unification of  
PM Oli-led CPN-UML and 
CPN (Maoist Centre) parties 
boosts his morale. This would 
reflect in his talks and meet-
ings in Beijing, experts say.

China Institutes of  
Contemporary International 
Relations’ Institute of  South 
Asian and Oceanian Studies 
Director Professor Hu 
Shisheng told Post, “China 
and Nepal both have higher 
expectations from this visit. 
Nepal’s practice of  multiparty 
democratic system post-1990 
proves it is not possible to 
achieve socio-economic  
development without political 
stability.

“Nepal now has the strong-
est government in its modern 
history. Therefore, it is opti-
mistic to believe this govern-
ment would focus on scaling 
up its past agreements.”

Chinese academia says 
political stability is the key to 
their own economic develop-
ment, and is upbeat about the 
recent political developments 
in Nepal. They point to the 
formation of  NCP that consol-
idated leftist forces in the 

country. This has increased 
China’s optimism and, conse-
quently, it has significantly 
increased its engagement 
with Nepal in recently.

According to Hu, China 
currently is paying attention 
to two things: First, unity 
within the leftist party and 
second, Indian sensitivities  
in Nepal.

“China would like to 
encourage trilateral co-opera-

tion between the three 
nations. Therefore, these two 
factors would be the biggest 
concerns while formulating 
Nepal policy,” Hu said. 

China’s optimism over 
political stability is not just 
related to Nepal’s internal sit-
uation, but is equally impor-
tant for its ambitious Belt & 
Road initiative (BRI).

Sichuan University’s 
Institute of  South Asian 

Studies Executive Director 
Professor Li Tao said, “A sta-
ble, open and developing 
neighbour would be condu-
cive to promote China’s BRI, 
and for the stability and devel-
opment of  the western fron-
tier of  China.” 

China hopes the Oli govern-
ment would strengthen infra-
structure construction in 
Nepal, and vigorously pro-
mote Nepal’s economic devel-

opment and strengthen co-op-
eration between Nepal and 
China so that Nepal would 
become an important transit 
country in the BRI frame-
work, the professor said.

Stating that ‘Equality and 
mutual benefit’ is China’s 
most important interests in 
Nepal, Li opines Nepal open-
ing to the world and attracting 
foreign investment are an 
important parts of  its eco-
nomic development. This way 
the Oli government would not 
only protect China’s interests, 
but also protect interests of  
other countries’ in Nepal.

“China’s ‘westward policy’ 
to enter the South Asia and 
India’s ‘act east policy’ to 
enter Southeast Asia are out 
of  their own need for develop-
ment. All sides would have 
their advantages and disad-
vantages. It is not necessary 
to make too much political 
interpretation,” she said.

PM Oli has earned ‘good 
reputation’ in China for agree-
ments that have longer-term 
impact during his maiden 
stint as the Prime Minister.

Xu Liang a scholar, who 
writes articles on Nepal and 
India in the state-owned 
Global Times, and is a fellow 
at the Institute for higher 

research on Regional and 
Global Governance, Beijing 
Foreign University opined 
that the bilateral relations 
between China and Nepal  
are expected to progress by 
leaps and bounds during PM 
Oli’s tenure. “PM Oli should 
revisit previous agreements 
afresh. Many scholars in 
China believe PM Oli is a mes-
senger of  friendship between 
the two nations and that 
Nepal’s recent policy 
approach towards China is 
correct,” Xu said. 

All Chinese experts have a 
common opinion that, not just 
the bilateral relationship 
between Nepal and China, but 
also a trilateral relationship 
that includes India should get 
an impetus under the current 
political regime.

“China-Nepal-India has 
golden opportunity to carry 
forward co-operation as these 
three nations have the strong-
est federal governments in 
past three decades. It would be 
blessings for citizens of  these 
countries, especially for those 
living in the Himalayan 
region, if  we succeed in work-
ing together to turn the 
Himalayan range to 
Development Bridge from nat-
ural barrier,” Hu said.

deluge turns 
Bouddha road 
into a ‘paddy 
field’

TIKA R PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18

After several postponements, 
a powerful political commit-
tee meeting of  the Rastriya 
Janata Party-Nepal got under 
way in the Capital on Monday.

The initiation of  the meet-
ing has raised expectations 
among leaders that the  
pending issues of  the party, 
including the date of  its 
national convention and join-
ing government, would be 
sorted out.

On Monday, Coordinator  
of  the presidium Mahantha 
Thakur briefed the leaders 
about the agenda to be dis-
cussed during the meeting 
that may go on for several 
days. 

On joining the govern-
ment, Thakur said that Prime 
Minister KP Oli had been 
inviting the RJP-N to come on 
board but he had not clarified 
about addressing the issues 
raised by the Madhes-centric 
party. “Therefore, I have 
urged fellow RJP-N leaders to 
come up with their views on 
it,” Thakur said. 

Responding to the propos-
al, leader Rajendra Mahato, 
however, said the RJP-N 
would not join the govern-
ment without statute amend-
ment, administration of  oath 
to Resham Chaudhary and 
withdrawal of  all cases 
against the party’s leaders 
and cadres. 

On the Election 
Commission’s letter, leaders 
said the party should seek six 

month’s time from the poll to 
hold the convention and start 
preparations accordingly. In 
another letter, the EC has 
asked the RJP-N to ensure  
the inclusiveness within its 
committees.

Mahato criticised the lead-
ership for failing to select the 
parliamentary party leader, 
but claimed an election to the 
parliamentary party could 
resolve the issue after finalis-
ing its statute. He also  
proposed the meeting to 
adopt a provision to finalise 
major issues. 

As well as finalising the 
leadership positions, the 
meeting needs to endorse the 
party’s statute. The RJP-N, 
which was formed last year 
with the merger of  six fringe 
parties, had registered with 
the EC, promising that it 
would finalise the office bear-
ers through national conven-
tion within a year. It had 
opted the system of  presidi-
um with a provision that 
would allow six chairpersons 
lead the party on rota. 

The party has a six-mem-
ber presidium and 133-mem-
ber office bearers. It has a 
co-chairman, eight senior 
vice-chairs and 28 vice-
chairps, 31 general secretar-
ies 29 joint general secretar-
ies 22 secretaries and nine 
treasurers. 

After a brief  discussion 
lasting around one and a half  
hours, Monday’s meeting was 
also postponed for Tuesday 
citing the meeting of  the fed-
eral parliament. 

RJP-N meeting 
mulls joining 
central govt

Ministry retracts 
decision on NGOs
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18

Home Ministry has back-
tracked on its decision to 
strictly scrutinise Non-
Government Organisations 
(NGOs) while renewing their 
registration.

The ministry issued an 
official note on Sunday to all 
the district administration 
offices not to implement the 
two major points of  its previ-
ous circular until further 
notice.

Home Minister’s Press 
Co-ordinator Kiran Bhattarai 
said, “In the note, the minis-
try informed DAOs not to 
implement points three and 
four of  the ministerial-level 
decisions.”

Earlier, the ministry had 
directed all the DAOs to regis-
ter only NGOs that work in a 
single sector and those regis-
tered to work in multiple sec-
tors must amend their statute 
for renewal.

Besides, the ministry had 
told the DAOs to register and 
renew the NGOs, INGOs and 
Non-profit Distributing 

Companies only after  
receiving the property details 
of  all members of  their  
executive committee and 
employees. 

After acute pressure from 
the NGO sector and around a 
dozen formal and informal 
dialogues with government 
agencies, the government has 
backtracked from two of  its 
decisions.

NGO Federation of  Nepal 
President Gopal Lamsal said, 
“We discussed with con-
cerned ministers, officials of  
National Planning 
Commission, secretaries of  
Prime Minister’s office, PM’s 
chief  advisor and urged them 
to consider their decision.”

Officials of  NGO 
Federation of  Nepal had 
warned the government of  
protracted struggle and  
fight a legal battle with the 
government.  

Home Ministry has formed 
a task force led by a joint sec-
retary (Legal division) to 
study the issues raised by 
NGO Federation of  Nepal 
and will present its report 
within a month. 

Rastriya Samachar Samiti
Kathmandu, June 18

Heavy rain has turned the 
road from Chuchchepati to 
Jorpati in the Kathmandu 
Valley into a muddy field as 
though it is being prepared 
for transplanting paddy 
seedling. 

This road leads to 
Boudhnath Monastery. It is 
one of  the popular World 
Heritage sites. Tens of  thou-
sands domestic and foreign 
tourists visit this site every 
month.

Vehicular traffic and daily 
commuters face difficulties 
because of  the protracted 
repair and reconstruction 
work of  the road.

The condition of  the road 
between Chabahil and 
Chuchchepati was the same. 
Thanks to Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit to Nepal on May 11, 
workers completed road 
repairs over night.

Local resident Parbati 
Tamang said, “Similarly, 
repair works of  the road to 
Bouddha could also be done 
at the same pace.”

The authorities have 
demolished illegal struc-
tures on both sides of  the 
road to expand. 

n Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli with China’s Prime Minister Li Keqiang seen during their previous meeting. 
PM Oli heads to China on a state visit on Tuesday. � Post File Photo
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Iran seeks Europe’s backing for N-deal
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani will visit Austria and 
Switzerland next month as part of a campaign by Tehran to 
secure continued European backing for the 2015 nuclear 
accord. The future of the landmark deal was thrown into doubt 

when President Donald Trump announced last month that 
the US would withdraw and reimpose sanctions that 

would hit international businesses operating in Iran.

Australia relaxes hormone therapy rules
Hormone therapy for transgender children in Australia 
should no longer be withheld from those under 16 because 
of their age, according to new medical guidelines released 
Monday that experts say are among the most progressive  
in the world. The advice said doctors should base the  
decision to recommend cross-sex hormone therapy on  
individual circumstances.

UN mulls probe into Nicaragua violence
The United Nations rights chief on Monday said a high-level 
international probe of swelling violence in Nicaragua might be 
warranted, and urged the government to invite in UN monitors 
“without delay”. “I deplore the violence,” Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein 
said as he opened a session of the UN Human Rights Council 
in Geneva. “The gravity of these developments may well 
merit an international commission of inquiry,” he said.

Colombia  
prez-elect faces 
challenges
BOGOTA: Colombia’s 
President-elect Ivan 
Duque has promised to 
unite a divided country 
behind his plans to 
toughen a peace accord 
with Marxist rebels and 
to rekindle economic 
growth, but he will face 
major challenges when 
he takes office in 
August. The right-wing 
former senator comfort-
ably won Sunday’s elec-
tion with 54 percent of  
votes against his leftist 
rival Gustavo Petro, 
who garnered 42 per-
cent with his pledge to 
shake up Colombia’s 
economic model and 
tackle inequality. 
Market reaction to 
Duque’s victory is 
expected to be muted 
because he held a 
strong poll lead going 
into the election and 
investors are largely 
supportive of  his busi-
ness-friendly economic 
policies. It was the first 
presidential election 
since a 2016 peace deal 
with the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of  
Colombia (FARC), 
which ended its part in 
a five-decade conflict 
that has killed more 
than 220,000 people and 
displaced millions.

Cambodian 
prince flown  
to Thai hospital
PHNOM PENH: A 
Cambodian prince hurt 
in a car crash that 
killed his wife was 
flown to Bangkok for 
treatment Monday and 
is expected to recover, a 
member of  his political 
party said. Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, a 
former prime minister 
and half-brother of  the 
current king Norodom 
Sihamoni, suffered 
“some broken ribs” and 
leg injuries, Yim Savy, 
the secretary general of  
the Funcinpec party, 
said. “He was sent to 
Thailand as a precau-
tion”, Savy said, adding 
that the 74-year-old was 
in good condition and 
“speaking normally”. 
Bangkok has some of  
the best medical facili-
ties in Southeast Asia 
and Cambodians who 
can afford it often travel 
there for treatment. 
Ranariddh, the head of  
the royalist Funcinpec 
party, was riding with 
his wife Ouk Phalla in a 
convoy in southwest 
Cambodia on Sunday 
when a taxi going in the 
other direction hit their 
vehicle head-on.(Agencies)
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Gaming addiction is mental health disorder: WHO 
 n ew a rgu m e n t

Seoul: NKorea 
sanctions may  
be eased early

Agence France-Presse
SEOUL, June 18

South Korea said on Monday 
that sanctions against North 
Korea could be eased once it 
takes “substantive steps 
towards denuclearisation”, 
seemingly setting the bar 
lower than Washington for 
such a move.

Last week’s Singapore sum-
mit between US President 
Donald Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
produced only a vague state-
ment in which Kim “reaf-
firmed his firm and unwaver-
ing commitment to complete 
denuclearisation of  the 
Korean Peninsula”.

Amid fears the summit 
would weaken the interna-
tional coalition against the 

North’s nuclear programme, 
US Secretary of  State Mike 
Pompeo stressed after the 
meeting that sanctions  
would remain in place until 
North Korea’s complete denu-
clearisation.

But his South Korean coun-
terpart suggested on Monday 
they could be eased sooner.

“Our stance is that the 
sanctions must remain in 
place until North Korea takes 
meaningful, substantive steps 
towards denuclearisation,” 
Foreign Minister Kang 
Kyung-wha told reporters.

Seoul and Washington 
shared the same “big picture” 
view and would continue 
close consultations, she 
added. The comments come 
just days after China’s foreign 
ministry suggested that the 

UN Security Council could 
consider easing the economic 
punishment of  its Cold War-
era ally.

Any reduction in tensions 
on its doorstep is welcome for 
China, North Korea’s closest 
ally, which accounts for 
around 90 percent of  
Pyongyang’s trade.

The same goes for the 
South’s dovish President 
Moon Jae-in, who supports 
engagement with North 
Korea and held his own sum-
mit with Kim in April.

Until recently Trump had 
pursued a “maximum pres-
sure” campaign—with both 
China and South Korea on 
board—of  tough rhetoric and 
tightened sanctions against 
Pyongyang.

But analysts say the 
Singapore summit has made 
it hard for the Trump admin-
istration to return to that pol-
icy even if  its current diplo-
macy with North Korea 
proves to be a failure.

“The symbolism of  the 
meeting ensures that the 
maximum pressure campaign 
has peaked,” said Scott 
Snyder, senior fellow for 
Korea Studies at the US 
Council on Foreign Relations, 
in a commentary.

“In practice, China and 
South Korea will push for 
relaxation of  economic pres-
sure on North Korea,”  
he added.

Three dead, 200 hurt as 
strong quake jolts Osaka 

Agence France-Presse
TOKYO, June 18

A powerful earthquake 
rocked Japan’s second city 
of  Osaka on Monday, killing 
three people including a 
nine-year-old girl and injur-
ing more than 200, according 
to an official tally.

Television images showed 
buildings swaying and  
burst pipes spewing water 
after the quake, which 
struck at the height of  rush 
hour in the city of  around 
two million.

However, there was no 
large-scale destruction and 
no tsunami warning issued 
after the earthquake, 
although commuters were 
stranded and tens of  thou-
sands were left without 
power.

Among the casualties was 
a nine-year-old girl who died 
in the city of  Takatsuki 
north of  Osaka, reportedly 
trapped by a collapsed  
wall following the 5.3-magni-
tude quake.

Local officials told AFP 
that the other two dead were 
an 80-year-old man—killed 
by a collapsing wall—and a 
84-year-old man trapped 
under a bookcase in his 
home. The Fire and Disaster 

Management Agency said 
more than 200 people were 
injured in total.

Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe told reporters the  
government was “working 
united, with its first  
priority on saving people’s 
lives”.

And government spokes-
man Yoshihide Suga cau-
tioned there was a possibili-
ty of  strong aftershocks.

“Large-scale quakes are 
likely to happen in the next 
two to three days,” he told 
reporters. Japan sits on the 
Pacific “Ring of  Fire” where 

many of  the world’s earth-
quakes and volcanic erup-
tions are recorded.

On March 11, 2011, a dev-
astating magnitude 9.0 
quake struck under the 
Pacific Ocean, and the 
resulting tsunami caused 
widespread damage and 
claimed thousands of  lives.

It also sent three reactors 
into meltdown at the 
Fukushima nuclear plant, 
causing Japan’s worst post-
war disaster and the most 
serious nuclear accident 
since Chernobyl in 1986.

Local residents described 

the moment the quake jolted 
the highly urbanised area at 
8:00 am, when platforms 
would have been heaving 
with passengers waiting to 
board their commuter 
trains. “The floor moved vio-
lently. It was a strong verti-
cal jolt. Nearly all of  the 
dishes fell and shattered on 
the floor,” said Kaori Iwakiri, 
a 50-year-old nurse in 
Moriguchi just north of  
Osaka city.

“My parents suffered a 
blackout and they have no 
water. I plan to take water to 
them now.”

Despite its relatively low 
magnitude, the quake caused 
quite a shake, registering a 
lower six on the Japanese 
experiential scale of  up to 
seven—meaning it is hard to 
stay standing.

Eiji Shibuya, 52, said the 
tremor reminded him of  the 
devastating 1995 Kobe earth-
quake, which killed nearly 
6,500 people.

“I was stunned. I couldn’t 
do anything,” he told AFP 
from Itami, a city near 
Osaka.

“I was worried about my 
son as he had just left for  
his high school. I was 
relieved when I confirmed 
he was safe.”

Python selfie puts Indian 
forest ranger in tight spot 

Agence France-Presse
KOLKATA, June 18

An India forestry ranger 
found himself  in a bind 
after a python briefly stran-
gled him while he posed for 
pictures with the giant 
snake.

Wildlife officer Sanjay 
Dutta was called in Sunday 
by frantic villagers in West 
Bengal after they saw the 
40-kilogramme (88-pound) 
python swallowing a goat 
alive. Instead of  placing it 
safely inside a bag, the rang-
er wrapped it around his 
neck and posed for pictures 

with stunned villagers.
But panic spread as the 

huge snake wound itself  
around Dutta’s neck, forc-
ing him to struggle to free 
himself  from its vice-like 
grip. He escaped unscathed, 
but a little red-faced.

The Indian rock python is 
a non-venomous species, but 
it can quickly kill its prey by 
constricting blood flow and 
can grow up to 10 metres (33 
feet) long.

West Bengal’s forest 
department has launched 
an official inquiry into the 
ranger’s conduct and flout-
ing of  safety protocols.

But Dutta said he only 
wanted to save the reptile 
from the villagers who were 
readying to club it to death 
with sticks. 

“My first instinct was to 
rescue the snake. I carried it 
on my shoulders and held 
its mouth firmly,” Dutta told 
AFP. “I was not scared for 
even a moment (when the 
python tightened its grip) 
because had I panicked, it 
could have been fatal.”

Dutta said he did not have 
a bag to carry the snake, 
which he transported to a 
safe location in his car and 
released into the wild.

n A file photo shows South Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha 
with US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in Seoul last week. � AFP/rss

Landslides and 
flash floods batter 
southern Myanmar 
Agence France-Presse
MAWLAMYINE (Myanmar), June 18

Flooding in southern 
Myanmar has caused a land-
slide at a famed Buddhist 
pagoda, submerged homes 
and displaced hundreds of  
people as monsoon rains bat-
ter the country.

Several parts of  Myanmar’s 
southern Mon state are fac-
ing flash floods due to heavy 
rains since the weekend with 
no relief  in sight, according 
to a report in the state-run 
Global New Light of  
Myanmar on Monday.

Rains triggered a landslide 
that damaged the hilltop 
Kyeik Than Lan pagoda, 
whose golden stupa towers 
over state capital 
Mawlamyine. 

Workers were seen helping 
to relocate Buddha statues 
and novice monks helping 
clean up debris at the reli-

gious site after a wedge of  
hillside slipped away.

Bo Win, a resident helping 
with the flood response, said 
around 1,000 people were 
sheltering in several  
sites around Mawlamyine. 
“This is the worst flood in the 
state that I have ever seen,” 
said Nyan Soe, another local 
resident. 

About 150 residents fur-
ther south of  Mawlamyine 
were evacuated to a govern-
ment school after dozens of  
homes and bridges were sub-
merged, while a monastery 
was destroyed across the 
river from the city, the New 
Light reported.

So far no casualties have 
been reported in the state, but 
rains continue to pound 
swathes of  the country.

Last week five people  
were killed after monsoon 
rains triggered a landslide  
in Mogok.

n People pause to look at a collapsed house following an earthquake in Ibaraki City, north of Osaka prefecture on Monday. At least two 
people, including a child, were killed on Monday, after a strong quake rocked the second city of Osaka during the morning rush hour, 
Japan’s government said.  � AFP/rss

Reuters
LONDON, June 18

Many parents will have thought  
it for a long time, but they now 
have a new argument to limit  
their children’s ‘screen time’—
addiction to video games has  
been recognised by World Health 
Organization as a mental health 
disorder.

The WHO’s latest reference  
bible of  recognised and diagnosa-
ble diseases describes addiction  
to digital and video gaming as  
“a pattern of  persistent or recur-
rent gaming behaviour” that 
becomes so extensive that it  
“takes precedence over other  
life interests”.

The International Classification 
of  Diseases (ICD), which has  
been updated over the past 10 
years, now covers 55,000 injuries, 

diseases and causes of  death. It 
forms a basis for the WHO and 
other experts to see and respond to 
trends in health.

“It enables us to understand so 
much about what makes people get 
sick and die, and to take action to 
prevent suffering and save lives,” 
WHO Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a 
statement as the ICD was pub-

lished. The ICD is also used by 
health insurers whose reimburse-
ments depend on ICD classifica-
tions. This latest version—known 
as ICD-11—is completely electronic 
for the first time, in an effort to 
make it more accessible to doctors 
and other health workers around 
the world.

ICD-11 also includes changes to 
sexual health classifications. 
Previous editions had categorised 
sexual dysfunction and gender 

incongruence, for example, under 
mental health conditions, while in 
ICD-11 these move to the sexual 
health section. The latest edition 

also has a new chapter on tradi-
tional medicine.

The updated ICD is scheduled to 
be presented to WHO member 

states at their annual World Health 
Assembly in May 2019 for adoption 
in January 2022, the WHO said in  
a statement.

The world health governing body’s ICD described addiction to digital 
and video gaming as ‘a pattern of persistent’ that becomes  

so extensive that it ‘takes precedence over other life interests’



Reuters
NIZHNY NOVGOROD, June 18

Sweden won an opening World Cup game for 
the first time since 1958 and ended a worrying 
goal drought with a 1-0 victory over South 
Korea in a must-win match if  they want to 
progress from a tricky-looking Group ‘F’.

After dominating the game but missing a 
string of  chances, the Swedes won a 65th-min-
ute penalty when Kim Min-woo brought down 
Viktor Claesson in the box. Salvadoran referee 
Joel Aguilar initially waved the Swedes away, 
before being called to consult the Video 
Assistant Referee (VAR) system.

In the second VAR-awarded penalty of  the 
World Cup, Sweden’s 33-year-old captain 
Andreas Granqvist stepped up confidently to 
sweep the ball low and left of  the otherwise 
impressively in-form goalkeeper Cho Hyun-
woo. “The VAR took a while but we are very 

pleased they had it... I was pretty sure,” 
Granqvist said of  the wait.

The result brought wild celebrations from 
the hordes of  yellow-clad Swedish fans, fearful 
their team would draw another blank after 
failing to score in their last three games. 
Sweden had not won an opening World Cup 
game since 1958, when they were the hosts and 
eventual runners-up.

The Asians actually began the game bright-
er, pressing forward and harrying for the first 
15 minutes against an initially sluggish-look-
ing Sweden. But the Scandinavians quickly 
found their poise, coping comfortably with 
Korea’s attacks despite the absence of  defend-
er Victor Lindelof  through illness. Sweden 
coach Janne Andersson said the penalty was 
“crystal-clear”, adding: “We played the match 
way we had intended, but I’m a little unhappy 
with the chances we didn’t put away.”

In a game short on finesse, several of  

Sweden’s best chances fell to Marcus Berg, 
who had one close-range side-foot shot spec-
tacularly saved by Cho off  his knee in the 21st 
minute. As expected, both teams’ single star 
players provided their creative drive, the silky 
Son Heung-min busting a lung to try and drive 
Korea forward from the left flank, and the pacy 
Emil Forsberg constantly feeding Sweden’s 
big frontmen. Forsberg had a go himself  early 
in the second half, but curled over a shot from 
outside the box.

Korea’s best chances fell to Koo Ja-cheol, 
who headed just wide in the second half  and 
Hwang Hee-chan who saw his stoppage-time 
header also just miss as his team launched a 
late, desperate siege. But the Swedes held firm 
and rushed to celebrate with their fans as the 
Koreans trudged disconsolately off.

Although not the most attractive of  the 
World Cup games so far, there was a terrific 
atmosphere in the 42,300-strong crowd at the 

blue-and-white 
N i z h n y 
N o v g o r o d 
Stadium next to a cathe-
dral at the con- fluence of  
the Volga and Oka rivers. 
The Swedes, many in their 
now de rigueur Viking helmets, 
easily outnumbered and out-sang their red-
clad rivals in the avant-garde, sun-kissed 
dome that is meant to evoke wind and water.

Sweden next face world champions 
Germany, where they can ill afford to miss 
chances like they did on Monday. “If  we win 
against Germany, we are through. The pres-
sure is on them now,” added the ebullient 
Granqvist. Korea next face in-form Mexico 
who shocked the Germans in their Group 
‘F’ opener. Few will be giving a chance to 
Korea, who have now only won one of  
their last 10 World Cup games.
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Points Table
Teams	 P	 W	 D	 L	 GF	 GA	 Pts
Group A	

 Russia	 1	 1	 0	 0	 5	 0	 3
 Uruguay	 1	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 3
 Egypt	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 1	 0
 S Arabia	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 5	 0

Group B
 Iran	 1	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 3
 Portugal	 1	 0	 1	 0	 3	 3	 1
 Spain	 1	 0	 1	 0	 3	 3	 1
 Morocco	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 1	 0

Group C
 France	 1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 1	 3
 Denmark	 1	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 3
 Australia	 1	 0	 0	 1	 1	 2	 0
 Peru	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 1	 0

Group D
 Croatia	 1	 1	 0	 0	 2	 0	 3
 Argentina	 1	 0	 1	 0	 1	 1	 1
 Iceland	 1	 0	 1	 0	 1	 1	 1
 Nigeria	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 2	 0

Group E
 Serbia	 1	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 3
 Brazil	 1	 0	 1	 0	 1	 1	 1
 Switzerland	 1	 0	 1	 0	 1	 1	 1
 Costa Rica	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 1	 0

Group F
 Sweden	 1	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 3
 Mexico	 1	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 3
 Germany	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 1	 0
 Korea Rep	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 1	 0

Group G
 Belgium	 1	 1	 0	 0	 3	 0	 3
 Tunisia	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
 England	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
 Panama	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0	 3	 0

Group H
 Poland	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
 Senegal	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
 Colombia	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
 Japan	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
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makes SKorea pay penalty
Sweden skipper Granqvist

n Sweden players applaud their fans as they celebrate victory over South Korea in Group ‘F’ match during the Fifa World Cup at the Nizhny Novgorod Stadium on Monday. � REUTERS

Agence France-Presse
SOCHI, June 18

Romelu Lukaku netted a brace as a 
much-improved second-half  per-
formance gave Belgium an ulti-

mately comfortable 3-0 victory 
over tournament debutants 
Panama in their World Cup 
opener in Sochi on Monday.

A moment of  inspiration 
from Dries Mertens set the 
Belgians on their way two min-
utes after the break, his volley 
breaking the deadlock after a 
rather flat first period. Lukaku 

then converted assists from 
Kevin De Bruyne and captain Eden 
Hazard to secure victory in this 
Group ‘G’ clash, with the Central 

Americans succumbing to a 
defeat in their first-ever 

match at the finals.
Group rivals 
England will look 

to respond to 
Belgium’s win 

when they 
kick off  their 
c a m p a i g n 
a g a i n s t 
Tunisia but 
this was not 
e n t i r e l y 

the state-
ment of  

intent 
t h a t 

Roberto Martinez’s side would have 
been hoping to make. A victory will 
do for a team who are, on paper at 
least, good enough to go far in 
Russia, especially after heavy-
weights Germany, Brazil and 
Argentina all slipped.

Belgium are now 

unbeaten in 20 matches, although 
the nature of  the first-half  perfor-
mance against weak opposition 
showed that Martinez’s men still 
have significant progress to make if  
they are to improve on quarter-final 
appearances at the last two major 
tournaments. 

The Central Americans lined up 
with a team of  journeymen featur-
ing five thirty-somethings. Jaime 
Penedo in goal is 36, while Blas 
Perez up front is 37. But while the 
Belgians had the younger, talented 
players, other factors played in 
Panama’s favour. The heat and 
humidity on Russia’s Black Sea 
coast was one. The locals at the 
Fisht Stadium got behind the out-
siders too. Hazard pulled the 
strings when he could, although 

the Chelsea star was denied by 
Penedo in the 38th minute.

At the other end, Panama tried to 
expose Belgium’s potential weak-
nesses at full-back. However, they 

struggled to score goals in qualify-
ing and rarely looked capable of  
beating Thibaut Courtois. Belgium 
just needed a spark from some-
where, and they got it from Mertens 
in the 47th minute. The 

Napoli man’s cross looking for 
Lukaku was headed out by Torres 
and on by Fidel Escobar. But the ball 
dropped perfectly back to Mertens, 
whose volley from the right side of  
the box arced into the far corner.

Panama sought to regroup and 
right-back Michael Murillo came 
surging forward to finally force a 
save from Courtois. But the gulf  in 
class began to tell as Belgium dou-
bled their lead midway through the 
second half. Hazard found De 
Bruyne, and his sumptuous cross 
with the outside of  the right boot 
was headed in by Lukaku.

With Panama forced to throw 
more bodies forward, they were 
punished on the break a quarter of  
an hour from the end. This time 
Hazard released Lukaku, and the 
Manchester United man beat 
Penedo to complete the scoring and 
take him to five goals at major tour-
naments, as Belgium get up and 
running.

Lukaku brace steers Belgium to victory

n Romelu Lukaku

n Andreas Granqvist

n Belgium’s Dries Mertens (right) in action against Panama’s Jose Luis Rodriguez 
during their Group ‘G’ match at the Fisht Stadium in Sochi on Monday. � REUTERS



Agence France-Presse
SARANSK, Russia, June 18

Despite sacking their coach just 71 
days before the World Cup, Japan 
will attempt to prove their doubters 
wrong on Tuesday against a 
Colombia side sweating on the fit-
ness of  star midfielder James 
Rodriguez.

The top scorer at Brazil 2014 is a 
doubt for the Group ‘H’ opener at 
the Mordovia Arena in Saransk 
after struggling with a strain in his 
left calf, which also flared up last 
February. The Bayern Munich 
attacking midfielder is key to 
Colombia’s chances of  repeating 
their run to the quarter-finals four 
years ago in Brazil. Rodriguez, 26, 
netted six goals and created four 
assists to help Colombia qualify for 
Russia, while midfielder Wilmar 
Barrios is also battling to be fit.

However, the South Americans 
face a Japan side who would strug-
gle to avoid an early World Cup exit 
even if  they were under Jose 
Mourinho, according to former 
coach Philippe Troussier. In a recent 
interview, Troussier suggested 
Japan have “no chance” of  reaching 
the knockout stage after sacking 
Vahid Halilhodzic in April. “Even if  
they play with Mourinho or Arsene 
Wenger, it would be so difficult for 
Japan to get to the last 16,” said the 
Frenchman, who steered Japan to 
the second round in 2002 World Cup.

Troussier’s bleak prediction fol-
lows unsettling events in the nation-
al team. After Halilhodzic was 
sacked, the Japanese FA replaced 
him with former technical director 
Akira Nishino. The 63-year-old has 
plenty of  experience in the J-League, 
but at national level has only ever 
worked with Japan’s Under-20 and 
Under-23 teams before.

With Robert Lewandowski-led 
Poland and Senegal also to come in 
the group, Japan need a good start. 

The high-risk move to install 
Nishino will be tested in Saransk 
as the Japanese try to improve on 
the 4-1 drubbing handed to them 
by Colombia at the 2014 World  
Cup when Jackson Martinez 
scored twice. 

Colombia marched into the last 
16 and the result sent the winless 
Japan home after finishing bot-
tom of  their group, a record they 

are desperate to improve on 
despite the last-minute change of  
head coach. “Despite that, I think 
we will cope,” said Japan captain 
Makoto Hasebe. “We have three 
tough opponents. But they are not 
(defending champions) Germany, 
so we have a chance and we hope 
we can go further.”

Their form in the pre-World 
Cup friendy internationals gives 

Japanese fans hope. They romped to 
an impressive 4-2 victrory last week 
over Paraguay when midfielder 
Takashi Inui scored twice, after 
defeats to Switzerland, Ghana and 
Ukraine. 

Colombia are unbeaten this year 
after seeing off  France 3-2 in March 
before goalless draws against fellow 
World Cup contenders Egypt and 
Australia.

C M Y K C M Y K
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today’s results

Sadio Mane (Senegal)
At club level, Mane is very much second fiddle 
to Mohamed Salah, with his inconsistency in 
front of goal setting him a tier below the 
Egyptian. Should things go right for Mane in 
Russia, though, he could become one of the 
world’s most marketable stars. Senegal are 
primed to be tournament dark horses, placed in 
a group with some eminently beatable rivals 
and a real chance of qualification. England or 
Belgium would be difficult but not impossible 
foes in the second round. With that in mind, 
Mane and his teammates could become the 
great story of this competition.

Robert Lewandowski (Poland)
How do you stop a man like Lewandowski? 
That’s the question Senegal, Colombia and 
Japan will have to find an answer to as they pit 
their defensive wits against the top scorer from 
European World Cup qualifying. With 16 goals in 
10 games, the Poland captain outscored 
Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo to help his nation 
reach the Finals for the first time since 2006. 
Lewandowski also gave Bundesliga defenders 
plenty of sleepless nights in 2017-18, as he 
racked up 29 goals in 30 outings. He will now be 
spearheading Poland’s quest to improve on two 
group-stage exits in 2002 and 2006.

Sweden	 1-0	 South Korea

Andreas Granqvist  (65’ pen)

Belgium	 3-0	 Panama

Dries Mertens (47’), Romelu Lukaku (69, 75’) 

n Huang Xin (seated bottom right) waits on the streets of Beijing on Monday near the  
World Cup replica trophy he made from human hair. According to the artist Xin, 2.18 kg  
of human hair from as many as 56 ethnicities in China collected over the past four years 
were used in the creation of the trophy. � AP/RSS

Today’s picture

Maradona pours scorn on Sampaoli
BRONNITSY: Argentina legend Diego Maradona issued a 
scathing assessment on Sunday of  his country’s World 
Cup draw with Iceland, warning manager Jorge Sampaoli 
that he would not be welcome back home unless he chang-
es his tactics. “Playing 
like that, he can’t come 
back to Argentina,” the 
1986 World Cup winner 
told Venezuelan televi-
sion after Lionel Messi 
missed a penalty in the 
1-1 Group ‘D’ draw in 
Moscow. “It’s a dis-
grace. Not having pre-
pared for the match 
knowing that Iceland 
are all 1.90m tall... I get 
the feeling there’s a 
general anger at the 
heart of  the team,” 
said Maradona, him-
self  a former national team coach. Argentina took the 
lead through Sergio Aguero in the 19th minute Saturday 
as a cigar-puffing Maradona looked on from the stands of  
the Spartak Stadium. But minnows Iceland, playing at 
their first ever finals, levelled four minutes later through 
Alfred Finnbogason. Messi, whose performances in World 
Cups are arguably the only blot on an other-worldly 
career, spurned a chance to take the lead when his 
63rd-minute spot kick was saved by Hannes Halldorsson. 
But Maradona avoided criticising his heir apparent and 
instead pointed the finger at Sampaoli. Argentina play 
Croatia in their next game in Saint Petersburg on  
June 21. (AFP)

Mourinho expects top nations to recover
MOSCOW: Jose Mourinho lauded an “amazing day for foot-
ball” after heavyweights Germany and Brazil failed to win 
their opening World Cup fixtures on Sunday but the 
Manchester United manager expects them both to 
rebound from sluggish starts. Reigning champions 
Germany suffered a 
shock 1-0 defeat to an 
inspired Mexico in 
Moscow, while Brazil 
were held to a 1-1 draw 
against Switzerland in 
Rostov-on-Don. 
Mourinho, working as 
a television analyst for 
Russia Today, 
expressed his delight at 
the results but played 
down the prospect of  
premature exits for 
either side. “They all 
will qualify and the 
best of  these top teams 
will come in the knockout,” the Portuguese said. “I think 
they all know how good they are. I think they all know 
they are going to improve. It’s probably good for them to 
put their feet on the ground and it’s probably good for 
their countrymen also to keep calm.” Germany take on 
Sweden in Group ‘F’ on Saturday while Brazil will need to 
improve upon their opening performance when they play 
Costa Rica in a Group ‘E’ encounter on Friday. (REUTERS)

German media sound alarm after shock 
defeat against Mexico
BERLIN: Germany’s media reacted with concern and worry 
to the World Cup holder’s shock 1-0 defeat against Mexico 
on Sunday. Hirving Lozano hit the winning goal after 35 
minutes in Moscow when the German defence was caught 
napping. This was the first time Germany have lost an 
opening game at a World Cup finals since going down 2-1 
to Algeria when Spain hosted the 1982 tournament. Top-
selling German daily Bild declared on their website: 
“Embarrassing performance against Mexico: this crash 
causes us World Cup worry”. Munich-based newspaper 
Sueddeutsche Zeitung agreed with “There are reasons to 
worry” over a picture of  the dejected German team, who 
need to beat Sweden and South Korea to be sure of  going 
through. The Frankfurter Allgemeine newspaper went for 
“Fiesta Mexicana: False start for Germany”. Magazine 
Sports Bild commented “There were no world champions 
to be seen on the pitch” in a damning verdict on the 
below-par performance. (REUTERS)

corner    

Poland gear up for Senegal test

Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW, June 18

Robert Lewandowski and Sadio 
Mane face off  in a mouthwatering 
World Cup shootout between two of  
European football’s most lethal for-
wards on Tuesday as Poland take on 
Senegal.

Bayern Munich’s Lewandowski 
finished the season as the 
Bundesliga’s top scorer for the third 
time with 29 goals, netting 41 times 
in all competitions. Mane scored 10 
Champions League goals—includ-
ing one in the final in Kiev—form-

ing a devastating strike force at 
Liverpool alongside Mohamed Salah 
and Roberto Firmino. “I believe 
Sadio can be one of  the stars of  the 
tournament,” said former Senegal 
player El Hadji Diouf, who played in 
Japan and South Korea in 2002, the 
only previous time the country has 
reached the World Cup.

Poland go into the Group ‘H’ 
match at Moscow’s Spartak Stadium 
as favourites and are expected to 
emerge from a section also featuring 
Colombia and Japan. Ranked eighth 
in the world, it is Poland’s eighth 
appearance at the World Cup, with 

coach Adam Nawalka’s side desper-
ate to improve on the third-place 
finishes in 1974 and 1982.

Lewandowski admits he has a 
point to prove after a disappointing 
Euro 2016, when he scored only once 
as Poland exited at the quarter-fi-
nals stage. The 29-year-old is finally 
reproducing his prolific club form at 
international level, setting a 
European qualification record with 
16 goals in 10 matches to secure 
Poland’s place in Russia.

Lewandowski said he was enter-
ing the tournament in a different 
frame of  mind from 2016. “I’m sure 

that training will be better now and 
that I’ll be fresh and dynamic at the 
right time,” he said. “I started pre-
paring for the World Cup much ear-
lier.” Poland received a boost in the 
lead-up to the tournament when 
defender Kamil Glik was cleared to 
play after an unexpectedly quick 
recovery from a shoulder injury. The 
centre-back is one of  the team’s 
leaders and his job will be to keep 
Mane quiet.

Senegal will hope to emulate the 
pioneering team of  2002 captained 
by Aliou Cisse, now the national 
coach. Cisse’s men opened that tour-

nament with one of  the great World 
Cup upsets, a 1-0 win over defending 
champions France, and went on to 
become one of  only three African 
teams ever to reach the quarter-fi-
nals. Cisse described it as “a great 
adventure” and wants his charges, 
ranked 27 in the world, to adopt the 
same fearless approach in Russia.

“That team already created its bit 
of  history, and now it’s up to this one 
to create its own,” he told Fifa.com. 
“We’ll have to go there without an 
insecurity complex, play our natu-
ral game and stick to our African 
identity, which defines our football.”

Subdued Neymar kept in check
Reuters
SOCHI, June 18

Brazil’s opening match of  the 
World Cup was supposed to be the 
game in which Neymar buried the 
ghosts of  2014 and bounced back 
from the foot injury that kept him 
out for most of  this year.

Instead, as one of  the pre-tour-
nament favourites were held to a 
1-1 draw by Switzerland he was a 
pale shadow of  the crowd-pleasing 
showman widely recognised as 
the heir to Lionel Messi and 
Cristiano Ronaldo as the greatest 
player in the world. Neymar was 
carried out of  the last World Cup 
in his homeland on a stretcher 
after being kneed in the back by 
Colombian Juan Zuniga in 
their quarter-final 
encounter. The injury 
meant he missed the 
7-1 humiliation by 
Germany in the 
semi-finals but it 
also left him 
more deter-
mined than 

ever to make his mark on foot-
ball’s biggest stage.

Sunday’s Group ‘E’ 
game was his first 
competitive start 
since February 
when he frac-
tured a metatar-
sal and sprained 
his ankle in Paris 
St Germain’s 
league match 
with Olympique 
de Marseille. 
But unlike in 
the last two 
B r a z i l 
f r i e n d -

lies earlier this 
month, when 

he scored 
goals and 
inspired 
his team 

t o 
vic-

tory, 
h e 

l o o k e d 
out of  
s o r t s 

versus the 
Swiss and just 

not up for it. 
“Neymar hasn’t 

been bad, but 
he’s been quiet,” 

Brazilian TV ana-
lyst and former 

World Cup striker 
Walter Casagrande said.

It was not just that the 
26-year-old had few chanc-
es. It was his reluctance 
to look for the ball deep 
in midfield and do what 
he does best, jink 
towards goal, teasing 

and tormenting far bigger defend-
ers and creating chances and win-
ning fouls. That may be something 
to do with one of  the game’s more 
impressive statistics. Those tower-
ing Swiss players took no prison-
ers, committing 19 fouls to Brazil’s 
12, 10 of  which were on Neymar.

Brazil coach Tite refused to be 
drawn on whether Switzerland 
had set out to rough Neymar up 
but their physical superiority was 
evident—another standout statis-
tic was that the Swiss covered 
eight kilometres more ground 
than the Brazilians. Tite must 
hope the malaise that affected his 
key player—and, it must be said, 
many of  his teammates—will lift 
before their next game against 
Costa Rica on Friday.

Neymar is the team’s talisman 
and if  Brazil are to win a sixth 
World Cup it is inconceivable they 
will do so with their best player in 
such lacklustre form. All bets will 
be on him producing sooner rath-
er than later, as he has so many 
times for club and country. A 
nation awaits.

Colombia sweat over James

n A file photo of Poland players during a training session at the Sputnik sports centre in Sochi. � AFP/RSS

Salah appears  
stumbling block 
for hosts Russia
Agence France-Presse
SAINT PETERSBURG, June 18

Mohamed Salah is a looming obstacle 
as Russia attempt to virtually secure 
their place in the knockout stages of  
the World Cup in Saint Petersburg on 
Tuesday.

Fears that poor performances from 
the home side could dampen enthusi-
asm in the host nation were blown 
away by a 5-0 demolition of  Saudi 
Arabia in the opening game. The sev-
en-time African champions will pose 
a much tougher task, but a lot will 
depend upon Salah’s fitness. Liverpool 
star Salah has not featured since leav-
ing the field in tears early in the 
Champions League final just over 
three weeks ago after landing heavily 
on his left shoulder and had to watch 
from the bench as Egypt lost 1-0 to 
Uruguay in their opening game.

Salah has been declared 100 percent 
fit by team doctor and his agent, leav-
ing little doubt he will be thrown back 
into action in the Pharaohs’ hour of  
need. However, as he returned to 
training on Saturday, Salah was seen 
in Grozny needing help from team-
mates to lift a training top over his 
head. “Salah participated in training 
with his teammates for the entire 
session and he is ready to play against 
Russia according to technical staff,” 
Egypt’s team manager Ihab Leheta 
told Fifa.com.

Egypt coach Hector Cuper’s deci-
sion not to risk Salah against Uruguay 
may have been influenced by the fact 
his side held out for 89 minutes before 
conceding to Jose Gimenez, by which 
time the Argentine had made all three 
of  his substitutions. “Russia’s game 
is fateful and difficult because of  our 

defeat against Uruguay,” said Leheta. 
“Winning is our only choice”.

If  fully fit, the sight of  Salah, who 
scored 44 goals in a remarkable debut 
season at Liverpool, will strike fear 
into the Russians. Concerns Russia 
could become just the second host 
nation to bow out of  the World Cup at 
the group stage after a seven-game 
winless run ahead of  the tournament 
have been alleviated by a perfect start.

With Uruguay favourites to top the 
group, though, Russia are keen not to 
have to rely on getting something 
from their final group game against 
the two-time former world champi-
ons. “The second game will be our 
most important one in the group 
stage,” said Russia’s deputy prime 
minister and former football federa-
tion president Vitaly Mutko after 
attending Russia’s training session on 
Sunday.

A close ally of  President Vladimir 
Putin, Mutko oversaw preparations 
for the tournament at a cost of  more 
than $13 billion. “In the first match, 
everyone saw how much the players 
cared. If  we play up to our level, I 
don’t see any problems.” Denis 
Cheryshev was Russia’s hero against 
Saudi Arabia as he came off  the 
bench to score twice.

And the Villarreal winger accepted 
it will be a more “interesting” clash if  
Salah is fit. “If  he’s not there, does 
that mean our task becomes easy? Not 
at all,” he told FIFA.com “If  he plays, 
it will be hard but more interesting. 
He’s one of  the best and you always 
want to compete with the best and 
win.” Russia will be without one of  
their key players, with Alan Dzagoev 
expected to miss the rest of  the tour-
nament with a hamstring injury.

n A file photo of Colombian players during a training session at the Sviyaga Stadium in Medvedkovo, Russia. � REUTERS

Interesting Facts

n	 Thomas Muller holds the record for assists in World 
Cups amongst current players (6); only Diego Maradona 
(8), Grzegorz Lato and Pierre Littbarski (7) can boast 
more assists than him since 1966.

n	 The last player to reach 10 goals in a single World Cup 
was Gerd Muller, in 1970; since then, the best has been 
Ronaldo in 2002 (8)

n	 Miroslav Klose, Pele and Uwe Seeler and Cristiano 
Ronaldo have all scored in four World Cups; the only 
players who could reach this landmark in Russia are: 
Tim Cahill, Rafael Marquez and David Villa. Ronaldo 
achieved the feat in Russia on his way to scoring a hat-
trick against a 3-3 draw against Spain in Group ‘B’.

n Egypt’s star forward Mohamed Salah (right) with his teammate Ahmed Elmohamady during a training session at the 
Akhmat Arena in Grozny on Sunday. � AFP/RSS

n Neymar

n Diego Maradona

n Jose Mourinho



Agence France-Presse
SARANSK, Russia, June 18

Despite sacking their coach just 71 
days before the World Cup, Japan 
will attempt to prove their doubters 
wrong on Tuesday against a 
Colombia side sweating on the fit-
ness of  star midfielder James 
Rodriguez.

The top scorer at Brazil 2014 is a 
doubt for the Group ‘H’ opener at 
the Mordovia Arena in Saransk 
after struggling with a strain in his 
left calf, which also flared up last 
February. The Bayern Munich 
attacking midfielder is key to 
Colombia’s chances of  repeating 
their run to the quarter-finals four 
years ago in Brazil. Rodriguez, 26, 
netted six goals and created four 
assists to help Colombia qualify for 
Russia, while midfielder Wilmar 
Barrios is also battling to be fit.

However, the South Americans 
face a Japan side who would strug-
gle to avoid an early World Cup exit 
even if  they were under Jose 
Mourinho, according to former 
coach Philippe Troussier. In a recent 
interview, Troussier suggested 
Japan have “no chance” of  reaching 
the knockout stage after sacking 
Vahid Halilhodzic in April. “Even if  
they play with Mourinho or Arsene 
Wenger, it would be so difficult for 
Japan to get to the last 16,” said the 
Frenchman, who steered Japan to 
the second round in 2002 World Cup.

Troussier’s bleak prediction fol-
lows unsettling events in the nation-
al team. After Halilhodzic was 
sacked, the Japanese FA replaced 
him with former technical director 
Akira Nishino. The 63-year-old has 
plenty of  experience in the J-League, 
but at national level has only ever 
worked with Japan’s Under-20 and 
Under-23 teams before.

With Robert Lewandowski-led 
Poland and Senegal also to come in 
the group, Japan need a good start. 

The high-risk move to install 
Nishino will be tested in Saransk 
as the Japanese try to improve on 
the 4-1 drubbing handed to them 
by Colombia at the 2014 World  
Cup when Jackson Martinez 
scored twice. 

Colombia marched into the last 
16 and the result sent the winless 
Japan home after finishing bot-
tom of  their group, a record they 

are desperate to improve on 
despite the last-minute change of  
head coach. “Despite that, I think 
we will cope,” said Japan captain 
Makoto Hasebe. “We have three 
tough opponents. But they are not 
(defending champions) Germany, 
so we have a chance and we hope 
we can go further.”

Their form in the pre-World 
Cup friendy internationals gives 

Japanese fans hope. They romped to 
an impressive 4-2 victrory last week 
over Paraguay when midfielder 
Takashi Inui scored twice, after 
defeats to Switzerland, Ghana and 
Ukraine. 

Colombia are unbeaten this year 
after seeing off  France 3-2 in March 
before goalless draws against fellow 
World Cup contenders Egypt and 
Australia.
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today’s results

Sadio Mane (Senegal)
At club level, Mane is very much second fiddle 
to Mohamed Salah, with his inconsistency in 
front of goal setting him a tier below the 
Egyptian. Should things go right for Mane in 
Russia, though, he could become one of the 
world’s most marketable stars. Senegal are 
primed to be tournament dark horses, placed in 
a group with some eminently beatable rivals 
and a real chance of qualification. England or 
Belgium would be difficult but not impossible 
foes in the second round. With that in mind, 
Mane and his teammates could become the 
great story of this competition.

Robert Lewandowski (Poland)
How do you stop a man like Lewandowski? 
That’s the question Senegal, Colombia and 
Japan will have to find an answer to as they pit 
their defensive wits against the top scorer from 
European World Cup qualifying. With 16 goals in 
10 games, the Poland captain outscored 
Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo to help his nation 
reach the Finals for the first time since 2006. 
Lewandowski also gave Bundesliga defenders 
plenty of sleepless nights in 2017-18, as he 
racked up 29 goals in 30 outings. He will now be 
spearheading Poland’s quest to improve on two 
group-stage exits in 2002 and 2006.

Sweden	 1-0	 South Korea

Andreas Granqvist  (65’ pen)

Belgium	 3-0	 Panama

Dries Mertens (47’), Romelu Lukaku (69, 75’) 

n Huang Xin (seated bottom right) waits on the streets of Beijing on Monday near the  
World Cup replica trophy he made from human hair. According to the artist Xin, 2.18 kg  
of human hair from as many as 56 ethnicities in China collected over the past four years 
were used in the creation of the trophy. � AP/RSS

Today’s picture

Maradona pours scorn on Sampaoli
BRONNITSY: Argentina legend Diego Maradona issued a 
scathing assessment on Sunday of  his country’s World 
Cup draw with Iceland, warning manager Jorge Sampaoli 
that he would not be welcome back home unless he chang-
es his tactics. “Playing 
like that, he can’t come 
back to Argentina,” the 
1986 World Cup winner 
told Venezuelan televi-
sion after Lionel Messi 
missed a penalty in the 
1-1 Group ‘D’ draw in 
Moscow. “It’s a dis-
grace. Not having pre-
pared for the match 
knowing that Iceland 
are all 1.90m tall... I get 
the feeling there’s a 
general anger at the 
heart of  the team,” 
said Maradona, him-
self  a former national team coach. Argentina took the 
lead through Sergio Aguero in the 19th minute Saturday 
as a cigar-puffing Maradona looked on from the stands of  
the Spartak Stadium. But minnows Iceland, playing at 
their first ever finals, levelled four minutes later through 
Alfred Finnbogason. Messi, whose performances in World 
Cups are arguably the only blot on an other-worldly 
career, spurned a chance to take the lead when his 
63rd-minute spot kick was saved by Hannes Halldorsson. 
But Maradona avoided criticising his heir apparent and 
instead pointed the finger at Sampaoli. Argentina play 
Croatia in their next game in Saint Petersburg on  
June 21. (AFP)

Mourinho expects top nations to recover
MOSCOW: Jose Mourinho lauded an “amazing day for foot-
ball” after heavyweights Germany and Brazil failed to win 
their opening World Cup fixtures on Sunday but the 
Manchester United manager expects them both to 
rebound from sluggish starts. Reigning champions 
Germany suffered a 
shock 1-0 defeat to an 
inspired Mexico in 
Moscow, while Brazil 
were held to a 1-1 draw 
against Switzerland in 
Rostov-on-Don. 
Mourinho, working as 
a television analyst for 
Russia Today, 
expressed his delight at 
the results but played 
down the prospect of  
premature exits for 
either side. “They all 
will qualify and the 
best of  these top teams 
will come in the knockout,” the Portuguese said. “I think 
they all know how good they are. I think they all know 
they are going to improve. It’s probably good for them to 
put their feet on the ground and it’s probably good for 
their countrymen also to keep calm.” Germany take on 
Sweden in Group ‘F’ on Saturday while Brazil will need to 
improve upon their opening performance when they play 
Costa Rica in a Group ‘E’ encounter on Friday. (REUTERS)

German media sound alarm after shock 
defeat against Mexico
BERLIN: Germany’s media reacted with concern and worry 
to the World Cup holder’s shock 1-0 defeat against Mexico 
on Sunday. Hirving Lozano hit the winning goal after 35 
minutes in Moscow when the German defence was caught 
napping. This was the first time Germany have lost an 
opening game at a World Cup finals since going down 2-1 
to Algeria when Spain hosted the 1982 tournament. Top-
selling German daily Bild declared on their website: 
“Embarrassing performance against Mexico: this crash 
causes us World Cup worry”. Munich-based newspaper 
Sueddeutsche Zeitung agreed with “There are reasons to 
worry” over a picture of  the dejected German team, who 
need to beat Sweden and South Korea to be sure of  going 
through. The Frankfurter Allgemeine newspaper went for 
“Fiesta Mexicana: False start for Germany”. Magazine 
Sports Bild commented “There were no world champions 
to be seen on the pitch” in a damning verdict on the 
below-par performance. (REUTERS)

corner    

Poland gear up for Senegal test

Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW, June 18

Robert Lewandowski and Sadio 
Mane face off  in a mouthwatering 
World Cup shootout between two of  
European football’s most lethal for-
wards on Tuesday as Poland take on 
Senegal.

Bayern Munich’s Lewandowski 
finished the season as the 
Bundesliga’s top scorer for the third 
time with 29 goals, netting 41 times 
in all competitions. Mane scored 10 
Champions League goals—includ-
ing one in the final in Kiev—form-

ing a devastating strike force at 
Liverpool alongside Mohamed Salah 
and Roberto Firmino. “I believe 
Sadio can be one of  the stars of  the 
tournament,” said former Senegal 
player El Hadji Diouf, who played in 
Japan and South Korea in 2002, the 
only previous time the country has 
reached the World Cup.

Poland go into the Group ‘H’ 
match at Moscow’s Spartak Stadium 
as favourites and are expected to 
emerge from a section also featuring 
Colombia and Japan. Ranked eighth 
in the world, it is Poland’s eighth 
appearance at the World Cup, with 

coach Adam Nawalka’s side desper-
ate to improve on the third-place 
finishes in 1974 and 1982.

Lewandowski admits he has a 
point to prove after a disappointing 
Euro 2016, when he scored only once 
as Poland exited at the quarter-fi-
nals stage. The 29-year-old is finally 
reproducing his prolific club form at 
international level, setting a 
European qualification record with 
16 goals in 10 matches to secure 
Poland’s place in Russia.

Lewandowski said he was enter-
ing the tournament in a different 
frame of  mind from 2016. “I’m sure 

that training will be better now and 
that I’ll be fresh and dynamic at the 
right time,” he said. “I started pre-
paring for the World Cup much ear-
lier.” Poland received a boost in the 
lead-up to the tournament when 
defender Kamil Glik was cleared to 
play after an unexpectedly quick 
recovery from a shoulder injury. The 
centre-back is one of  the team’s 
leaders and his job will be to keep 
Mane quiet.

Senegal will hope to emulate the 
pioneering team of  2002 captained 
by Aliou Cisse, now the national 
coach. Cisse’s men opened that tour-

nament with one of  the great World 
Cup upsets, a 1-0 win over defending 
champions France, and went on to 
become one of  only three African 
teams ever to reach the quarter-fi-
nals. Cisse described it as “a great 
adventure” and wants his charges, 
ranked 27 in the world, to adopt the 
same fearless approach in Russia.

“That team already created its bit 
of  history, and now it’s up to this one 
to create its own,” he told Fifa.com. 
“We’ll have to go there without an 
insecurity complex, play our natu-
ral game and stick to our African 
identity, which defines our football.”

Subdued Neymar kept in check
Reuters
SOCHI, June 18

Brazil’s opening match of  the 
World Cup was supposed to be the 
game in which Neymar buried the 
ghosts of  2014 and bounced back 
from the foot injury that kept him 
out for most of  this year.

Instead, as one of  the pre-tour-
nament favourites were held to a 
1-1 draw by Switzerland he was a 
pale shadow of  the crowd-pleasing 
showman widely recognised as 
the heir to Lionel Messi and 
Cristiano Ronaldo as the greatest 
player in the world. Neymar was 
carried out of  the last World Cup 
in his homeland on a stretcher 
after being kneed in the back by 
Colombian Juan Zuniga in 
their quarter-final 
encounter. The injury 
meant he missed the 
7-1 humiliation by 
Germany in the 
semi-finals but it 
also left him 
more deter-
mined than 

ever to make his mark on foot-
ball’s biggest stage.

Sunday’s Group ‘E’ 
game was his first 
competitive start 
since February 
when he frac-
tured a metatar-
sal and sprained 
his ankle in Paris 
St Germain’s 
league match 
with Olympique 
de Marseille. 
But unlike in 
the last two 
B r a z i l 
f r i e n d -

lies earlier this 
month, when 

he scored 
goals and 
inspired 
his team 

t o 
vic-

tory, 
h e 

l o o k e d 
out of  
s o r t s 

versus the 
Swiss and just 

not up for it. 
“Neymar hasn’t 

been bad, but 
he’s been quiet,” 

Brazilian TV ana-
lyst and former 

World Cup striker 
Walter Casagrande said.

It was not just that the 
26-year-old had few chanc-
es. It was his reluctance 
to look for the ball deep 
in midfield and do what 
he does best, jink 
towards goal, teasing 

and tormenting far bigger defend-
ers and creating chances and win-
ning fouls. That may be something 
to do with one of  the game’s more 
impressive statistics. Those tower-
ing Swiss players took no prison-
ers, committing 19 fouls to Brazil’s 
12, 10 of  which were on Neymar.

Brazil coach Tite refused to be 
drawn on whether Switzerland 
had set out to rough Neymar up 
but their physical superiority was 
evident—another standout statis-
tic was that the Swiss covered 
eight kilometres more ground 
than the Brazilians. Tite must 
hope the malaise that affected his 
key player—and, it must be said, 
many of  his teammates—will lift 
before their next game against 
Costa Rica on Friday.

Neymar is the team’s talisman 
and if  Brazil are to win a sixth 
World Cup it is inconceivable they 
will do so with their best player in 
such lacklustre form. All bets will 
be on him producing sooner rath-
er than later, as he has so many 
times for club and country. A 
nation awaits.

Colombia sweat over James

n A file photo of Poland players during a training session at the Sputnik sports centre in Sochi. � AFP/RSS

Salah appears  
stumbling block 
for hosts Russia
Agence France-Presse
SAINT PETERSBURG, June 18

Mohamed Salah is a looming obstacle 
as Russia attempt to virtually secure 
their place in the knockout stages of  
the World Cup in Saint Petersburg on 
Tuesday.

Fears that poor performances from 
the home side could dampen enthusi-
asm in the host nation were blown 
away by a 5-0 demolition of  Saudi 
Arabia in the opening game. The sev-
en-time African champions will pose 
a much tougher task, but a lot will 
depend upon Salah’s fitness. Liverpool 
star Salah has not featured since leav-
ing the field in tears early in the 
Champions League final just over 
three weeks ago after landing heavily 
on his left shoulder and had to watch 
from the bench as Egypt lost 1-0 to 
Uruguay in their opening game.

Salah has been declared 100 percent 
fit by team doctor and his agent, leav-
ing little doubt he will be thrown back 
into action in the Pharaohs’ hour of  
need. However, as he returned to 
training on Saturday, Salah was seen 
in Grozny needing help from team-
mates to lift a training top over his 
head. “Salah participated in training 
with his teammates for the entire 
session and he is ready to play against 
Russia according to technical staff,” 
Egypt’s team manager Ihab Leheta 
told Fifa.com.

Egypt coach Hector Cuper’s deci-
sion not to risk Salah against Uruguay 
may have been influenced by the fact 
his side held out for 89 minutes before 
conceding to Jose Gimenez, by which 
time the Argentine had made all three 
of  his substitutions. “Russia’s game 
is fateful and difficult because of  our 

defeat against Uruguay,” said Leheta. 
“Winning is our only choice”.

If  fully fit, the sight of  Salah, who 
scored 44 goals in a remarkable debut 
season at Liverpool, will strike fear 
into the Russians. Concerns Russia 
could become just the second host 
nation to bow out of  the World Cup at 
the group stage after a seven-game 
winless run ahead of  the tournament 
have been alleviated by a perfect start.

With Uruguay favourites to top the 
group, though, Russia are keen not to 
have to rely on getting something 
from their final group game against 
the two-time former world champi-
ons. “The second game will be our 
most important one in the group 
stage,” said Russia’s deputy prime 
minister and former football federa-
tion president Vitaly Mutko after 
attending Russia’s training session on 
Sunday.

A close ally of  President Vladimir 
Putin, Mutko oversaw preparations 
for the tournament at a cost of  more 
than $13 billion. “In the first match, 
everyone saw how much the players 
cared. If  we play up to our level, I 
don’t see any problems.” Denis 
Cheryshev was Russia’s hero against 
Saudi Arabia as he came off  the 
bench to score twice.

And the Villarreal winger accepted 
it will be a more “interesting” clash if  
Salah is fit. “If  he’s not there, does 
that mean our task becomes easy? Not 
at all,” he told FIFA.com “If  he plays, 
it will be hard but more interesting. 
He’s one of  the best and you always 
want to compete with the best and 
win.” Russia will be without one of  
their key players, with Alan Dzagoev 
expected to miss the rest of  the tour-
nament with a hamstring injury.

n A file photo of Colombian players during a training session at the Sviyaga Stadium in Medvedkovo, Russia. � REUTERS

Interesting Facts

n	 Thomas Muller holds the record for assists in World 
Cups amongst current players (6); only Diego Maradona 
(8), Grzegorz Lato and Pierre Littbarski (7) can boast 
more assists than him since 1966.

n	 The last player to reach 10 goals in a single World Cup 
was Gerd Muller, in 1970; since then, the best has been 
Ronaldo in 2002 (8)

n	 Miroslav Klose, Pele and Uwe Seeler and Cristiano 
Ronaldo have all scored in four World Cups; the only 
players who could reach this landmark in Russia are: 
Tim Cahill, Rafael Marquez and David Villa. Ronaldo 
achieved the feat in Russia on his way to scoring a hat-
trick against a 3-3 draw against Spain in Group ‘B’.

n Egypt’s star forward Mohamed Salah (right) with his teammate Ahmed Elmohamady during a training session at the 
Akhmat Arena in Grozny on Sunday. � AFP/RSS

n Neymar

n Diego Maradona

n Jose Mourinho



P
rime Minister KP Oli is embarking on a 
six-day official visit to the People’s 
Republic of  China from June 19. China 
is Nepal’s close friend, trustworthy 
neighbour and a reliable development 

partner. The age-old relations were formal-
ised on 1st August 1955. Since then they 
have been growing closer at the govern-
ment, party and people’s level.  This is the 
first high-level visit from Nepal to  
China after the installation of  new govern-
ment following the historic elections  
under the new constitution. China even 
applauded the promulgation of  the consti-
tution in Nepal as a historic progress in its 
political transition.

Nepal-China relations have stood the 
test of  changing times and challenges.  
Irrespective of  sizes, different political 
systems, level of  development, and mili-
tary and economic might, changes at home, 
region and beyond, Nepal-China relations 
provide an exemplary model, based as they 
are on the five principles of  Peaceful 
Co-existence (Panchsheel). Nepal appreci-
ates China’s long-standing respect for its 
independence, territorial integrity, stabili-
ty and development. 

China views this visit as an opportunity 
“to deepen our practical cooperation under 
the framework of  the Belt and Road 
Initiative and enhance cooperation”  
in several areas “so as to scale our bilateral 
ties to a new height.”  With political  
stability, democracy and rule of  law, 
Chinese support to Nepal remains valuable 
at this juncture to create a network  
of  infrastructures, connectivity and expe-
dite development in areas like tourism, 
agriculture, hydropower, and agro-forestry 
among others.

Of  friendship
Neighbours occupy an important place in 
China’s strategic management. China has 
launched its peripheral diplomacy that 
combines politics, economics and security 
in its relations with neighbours. China 
wishes to secure assurances and actions 
from its neighbours that no anti-Chinese 
activities are allowed from their territo-
ries. Nepal unequivocally maintains the 
One China policy and does not allow any 
activities against China from its territory.  

Barbara W. Tuchman, in Notes from 
China (2017) writes, “in 1945, Mao-Tse-tung 
and Chou Enlai, for a working relationship 
with the United States, offered to come to 
Washington to talk in person with 
President Roosevelt,” the United States 
made no response to the overture. (p.57) On 
October 1, 1949, the People’s Republic of  
China was founded.  In the 1950s and 1960s, 
as a professor at Duke University Bruce W. 
Jentleson writes: Americans did not call 
that large country with lots of  people over 
Asia “China” or the “People’s Republic of  
China”: it was “Red China.” Nepal’s Prime 

Minister B.P. Koirala understood the 
Chinese realities and made a forceful plea 
while addressing the 15th UN General 
Assembly on 29, September 1960 to accept 
the People’s Republic of  China as a respect-
ed member. Referring to the representation 
in the United Nations, he said, “In our 
opinion, the United Nations can neither 
become universal nor can it reflect the 
political realities existing in the world 
today until the People’s Republic of  China 
is given its rightful place in the 
Organization. The United Nations will not 
be able to fulfill effectively some of  its most 
important purposes and func-
tions until the People’s 
Republic of  China is brought 
in.” He called for “greater 
imagination and foresight 
than the United Nations has 
thus far shown.”

In 1960, PM Koirala wrote 
to Premier Chou Enlai, say-
ing “Nepal-China friendship 
is of  paramount importance 
for maintaining peace in Asia in the first 
instance and the world peace in the last 
analysis. Nepal would spare no effort to 
make our relations closer and stronger 
every day.”  Subsequent developments 
stand as testimony to it. The roots of  the 
present-day relations between Nepal and 
China go back to this period.  It  
was then that decision was made to scien-
tifically demarcate the boundaries and 
amicably settle all disputes including the 
ownership of  Sagarmatha-the highest 
peak of  the world in favour of  Nepal, and 
also to open embassies in respective capi-
tals. It is a matter of  great satisfaction that 
Nepal and China have been working close-
ly on issues of  common interests and 
mutual benefit at bilateral, regional and 
international levels. 

Balanced relations
China recognises the geopolitical realities 
of  Nepal and wants Kathmandu to main-
tain good relations with India. Chinese 
leadership is on record to have advised 
Nepal to be “friendly with India without 
being hostile to China.”  China has consist-
ently maintained this position with regard 
to Nepal’s relations with India. Nepal’s 
relations with neighbours and wider inter-
national community are independent of  
each other. Nepal judges every issue on its 
merit and takes positions in the larger 
interest of  the country. 

In March 2016 during PM 
Oli’s first visit to China, Nepal 
and China signed landmark 
agreements including the trade 
and transit treaty--the founda-
tion for which was laid, and 
documents exchanged between 
the two governments in 2000, 
during the time of  Nepali 
Congress led government.  
Nepal formally joined the Belt 

and Road Initiative with the signing of  a 
memorandum of  understanding in May 
2017 under the NC-Maoist Center coalition 
government. The agreements on construc-
tion of  Syafrubesi-Kiyrong highway-the 
second highway linking Nepal with China 
and agriculture cooperation were two of  
the seven agreements signed in Kathmandu 
during the visit of  Chinese Premier Zhu 
Rongji to Nepal in May 2001. Details of  
projects under BRI, and other agreements 
then signed and modalities for implemen-
tation of  these projects with Chinese 
investments should be worked out during 
the current visit. 

A success story
China’s economic transformation has been 
the success story of  the twentieth century. 

The opening up and economic reforms 
launched by Deng Xiaoping have had far 
reaching impact on China’s diplomatic, 
economic and military strength. Recent 
developments in diplomacy in Asia, includ-
ing the Singapore summit between the 
United States and North Korea and China’s 
stands on these issues carry  
huge implications for Asian and global 
geopolitics.  These developments  
should be analysed in an integrated reality 
in official talks with Chinese side. PM Oli 
must raise the issue of  ballooning trade 
deficit with China and take decisions on 
remedial measures. The inclusion of  Lipu-
Lekh in the China-India joint statement on 
May 15, 2015 is a breach of  Nepal’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity. It may be 
recalled that the Sushil Koirala govern-
ment had written to both China and India 
in 2015 drawing their attention. As a follow 
up to that, PM Oli must raise this with 
Chinese government. 

Asia has emerged as ‘the world’s bright-
est spot for the 21st century,’ and shaper of  
the world destiny. China looms large in 
global picture, with Beijing emerging as 
the most influential world capital. It 
behoves on Nepal to think seriously, have 
clarity and build reliability to make meet-
ings in Beijing meaningful for relations, 
beneficial for prosperity and a secure 
future of  Nepal. In charting out a future 
course of  China-Nepal relations in the 
twenty-first century, the leaders of  the two 
countries are expected to go beyond the 
ritual joint statement, and adopt a vision 
roadmap to erect a towering edifice of  a 
win-win cooperation, lasting relationship 
and exemplary friendship.

Acharya is former ambassador to China. 
Bhattarai is former foreign affairs advisor 

to former prime ministers

M
inister for Physical Infrastructure and 
Transport Raghubir Mahaseth has assured 
construction project contractors that the 
government will no longer arrest them for 
non-performance or under-performance. 

Mahaseth’s assurance comes at a time when 
Home Minister Ram Bahadur Thapa has been 
taking action against public works contractors 
who have been sitting on projects for long, 
either not starting at all or lagging far behind 
the schedule agreed to in the contracts. Two 
contradictory statements coming from the 
ministers of  the same government indicates 
that all is not well within the cabinet. 

Last week authorities arrested two contrac-
tors in Sindhupalchok and Mugu districts as 
part of  the Home Ministry’s crackdown against 
non-performing and under-performing con-
tractors. Following the arrests, a meeting con-
vened on Friday at the request of  the contrac-
tors who complained about “arbitrary” arrests. 
At the meeting, Mahaseth was quoted as say-
ing “Contractors are not only to blame for the 
delays because preparatory tasks like clearing 
trees along the right of  way, shifting the elec-
tricity poles and others works have not been 
done”. Mahaseth’s statement comes after a 
month-long silence on this issue and his 
remarks run parallel to the demand of  contrac-
tors. The contractors want action against the 
firms in line with the contract agreement and 
the Public Procurement Act. The measures 
include fining, confiscating security deposit, 
terminating contract and blacklisting. The 
Home Ministry maintains that its actions are 
specified in the Local Administration Act. 

It is important to note that Mahaseth’s 
actions when it comes to the BP Highway, syn-
dicate and now contractors have all been con-
tradicting government’s policies and that of  
the Home Ministry’s as well. These are not 
good signs. The government should take cogni-
zance of  this and make sure there is proper 
co-ordination and communication within min-
istries and among different government agen-
cies. Should there be any differences—either 
within the ministry or among the ministers, it 
should be solved within the cabinet, not in the 
public realm. 

People have huge expectation from the cur-
rent government. At a time when the govern-
ment is harping on the prosperity and develop-
ment narrative, its cabinet members should be 
working in tandem with each other and not in 
competition.  Disagreements and differences 
in opinion among various ministries are not 
new but the onus lies on the Prime Minister to 
solve these issues. This particular case could 
be the first of  its kind for the Oli government, 
but if  the PM, as the head of  the executive 
branch of  the government does not intervene 
early, then perhaps such instances might occur 
again. The public have long waited to see sub-
stantial improvement in the areas of  infra-
structure and public transport, let infighting 
not jeopardise that. 

All is not well
Lack of co-ordination among ministries 

not a good sign for the government

On Nepal-China relations 
This visit expects two leaders to create win-win cooperation, lasting relationship and exemplary friendship
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It is condemnable that solid waste from Savar 
Tannery Industrial Estate is seeping into 
Dhaleshwari river because a breach has 
developed in the embankment of  the pond 

which is being used by the Central Effluent 
Treatment Plant (CETP) in the estate as a tem-
porary dumping station. Reportedly, after the 
tannery estate was set up in the area, the pol-
lution levels in the Dhaleshwari have 
increased. A recent test by the DoE has found 
that the dissolved oxygen level has decreased 
and Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) has 
increased in the river water, which is making 
it hard for the aquatic life to survive. Although 
the chief  consultant of  the Savar tannery 
hinted of  sabotage, we are not sure if  that is 
the case. Because what we know is that the 
initial plan of  the authorities was to generate 
power from the solid wastes and now we hear 
that the Chinese company that set up the 
CETP did not have the capacity to do that. 
Such inefficiency on part of  the firm is totally 
unacceptable. Also, shouldn’t the authorities 
have done a background check in order to 
know the capacity of  the firm before appoint-
ing it? And why isn’t there a permanent and 
modern waste dumping station instead of  an 
open pond? It is obvious that there is a lack of  
monitoring and proper planning on part of  
the authorities.

Tanneries from Hazaribagh were shifted to 
Savar in order to save Buriganga from pollu-
tion. Given the level of  pollution in Buriganga, 
it will take a long time to clean its water, even 
with proper planning. And now we are killing 
Dhaleshwari too. If  our rivers live, we will 
live. Will we ever learn this simple truth?

The Dhaleshwari
worldview

I
t was five years ago that I visited 
Rwanda for the first time, and it was full 
of  surprises. The three key lessons I 
took away from my first trip was that, 
one, do not be scared to think big. Two, 

you may not be a rich country but you can 
still be clean and orderly. Three, you 
always eye the global stage. Five years 
later, it is amazing how much this country 
that is two-third the size of  Bhutan and 
whose population is one-third that of  
Nepal, has been able to achieve. 

Think big
The proud moment in Rwanda currently 
is about the deal Rwanda Tourism has 
signed with English Football Club Arsenal. 
In this three-year sponsorship deal, Visit 
Rwanda will feature on the jersey sleeves of  
the players. This will give a tremendous 
boost to the image of  the country, similar to 
what Thailand got when it began sponsor-
ing and later on buying football clubs in 
Europe. With a viewership of  3 billion peo-
ple, reaching out to a large number of  
audiences is the dream Rwanda believes is 
important for tourism. This has led to 
backlash from poverty brokers, who feel 
this is wasteful spending. However, with a 
country that has reduced foreign aid to 12 
percent and wants to eliminate it by 2025, 
it is very clear that they do not want to be 
aid dependent, which is creating chaos in 
the aid industry. 

Rwanda’s national carrier Rwanda Air 
is all set to make its maiden direct flight 
to the US in August, and the new airport 
will be ready by end of  2019. It aims to 
position the country as an airline hub. 

More than 10 hotels managed by global 
management companies have started in 
the capital Kigali in the past five years. 
The convention centre that was completed 
in 2016 has positioned Kigali as a confer-
ence hub. Unlike in Nepal, where we 
budget $10 million for conference facilities 
with our ‘party palace’ mind set, this one 
was completed with an investment of  $300 
million. Lesson number one, learn to 
dream big and chase those big dreams. 
Your GDP then will automatically double 
every five years.

One of  the first things that baffle any-
one who visits Rwanda is how clean it is. 
At the airport, you are scrutinised for 
plastic bags. The streets are clean. 
Building good drainage and service ducts 
for wires is equally important as building 

roads. The key is that they have been able 
to maintain what they have built. Painting 
road markers is not an indication of  the 
completion of  building roads like in 
Nepal, it is a perennial exercise. The toi-
lets in offices government or private are 
as clean as the ones in restaurants. 
Cleanliness is a day-to-day habit integrat-
ed into life, not once a year on World 
Environment Day. We have grown up 
learning that to be neat and clean are cap-
italist behaviours; therefore, if  you are to 
be a socialist, there has to be a sense of  
disorder. Lesson number two, socialism is 
not about being dirty and disorderly; it 
can be clean and orderly too.

Eye on global stage
President Paul Kagame of  Rwanda is seen 

at major global events. Last week, he was 
in Moscow at the opening of  the FIFA 
World Cup 2018 as Rwanda will be hosting 
the FIFA Council meeting in October 2018. 
During every trip, Rwandan leaders are 
meeting people who matter. This is in con-
trast to our Nepali leaders who are 
obsessed with meeting fellow party work-
ers and zillions of  diaspora association 
members, getting decked in garlands and 
face smeared with vermilion and watch-
ing those pictures on social media. 

Rwanda is currently the head of  the 
African Union. Rwanda is hosting the 
Commonwealth Heads of  Government 
Meeting in 2020. Rwanda joined the 
Commonwealth just eight years ago. The 
foreign minister of  Rwanda is now a can-
didate to lead the Organisation of  French 
Speaking countries. Despite a chequered 
past relationship between France and 
Rwanda since 1994, Rwandan President 
Kagame met French President Macron to 
renew relations. Rarely is a country at the 
middle of  both Commonwealth and 
Francophone country activities. 

Backed by security and safety records, 
the mindset is that of  Singapore. It strives 
to be on the global centre stage as a coun-
try from Africa that strives to be a hub for 
business, trade, commerce and connectivi-
ty. A country, which a decade ago moved to 
English as its second official language 
from French, is creating a workforce that 
has the key value system engraved along 
with a great pride about the country they 
belong to. Lesson number three is that in 
today’s globalised world, it is not about 
appearing on social media pages of  your 
fellow country people, but emerging at the 
centre of  global discourse. Nepal need not 
talk about becoming a Switzerland or 
Singapore like nirvana or moksha that 
one knows is not achievable in this life. It 
is better to learn from countries like 
Rwanda about what they did right. We just 
need to recalibrate our thinking and shed 
some of  our dirty habits in all forms.

Learning from Rwanda
There is a lot to learn from this African country that never ceases to surprise people

C M Y K
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et’s begin with a well-worn cliché: 
Unless politics, not the everyday 
‘ordinary’ kind, but the kind that 
can shape the everyday life of  the 
ordinary people, is infused with 

egalitarianism, ‘stability’ and ‘pros-
perity’ will always have a ‘class’ char-
acter. After nearly two decades of  rel-
ative latency since the 1990s, infra-
structure has re-emerged as a govern-
ing logic on the national scale that 
mediates discussions about bikas. In 
other words, the present time con-
tains more currency than ever before 
for politicians of  all hues that are 
commoditising politics as neatly 
packaged aesthetics high on elite ster-
oids. Singapore, Smart City, Satellite 
City, Sky Rail, Mono Rail and Metro 
Rail could all coexist under the united 
colours of  capitalism. This is the 
hegemonic time of  high-tech railways 
and world class airports, after all. 

The kind of  aesthetics that these 
imageries conjure up has the power 
to reduce politics to the realms of  
spectacle, fantasy and entertainment. 
In the process, aesthetics also con-
ceals the stuff  of  everyday life that 
matter: cheaper housing rent and 
affordable health and education ser-
vices; accessible markets for farmers 
and accountable municipal and ward 
offices for the ordinary. But quite  
tellingly, this recourse to the politics 
of  aesthetics also reveals laziness 
among those politicians that lack  
the imagination and hard work to 
rebuild politics. 

Misplaced priorities 
Ram Gopal Maharjan is a local in a 
Newar town destroyed by the earth-
quake which was subsequently re-de-
clared as a Heritage Settlement amid 

much fanfare. To rebuild his house, 
Ram Gopal has to stick to two  
sets of  governmental mandates:  
One, structural safety measures pre-
scribed in the building codes, and 
two, architectural requirements  
specified in the rebuilding bylaw 
which, among other things, mention 
that the façade should display Newar 
architecture. 

These conditions mean that Ram 
Gopal needs to assemble a sizable 
amount of  money. A five-foot deep 
foundation with re-bars laid horizon-
tally and vertically would cost twice 
as much as they used to before the 
earthquake, because of  new structur-
al requirements. Ram Gopal has now 
stalled construction for two reasons: 
One, the foundation already cost 
much more than he had budgeted for, 
and two, the wooden doors and win-
dows that the heritage bylaw man-
dates cost thrice as much as alumini-
um frames. The current dilemma is 
whether to sell his remaining farm-
land to complete construction, or to 
wait for the government-endorsed 
subsidised housing loan that may 
never arrive. 

Taking the former option would 
mean being detached from the land 
that has historically sustained life for 
nearly half  the year, every year, 
through grains produced. More 
importantly, it would mean being 
bereft of  any fall-back option should 
there be another disaster of  the same 
kind. Taking the latter option, of  
loan, is filled with uncertainties 
because being eligible to even apply 
for the government’s subsidised hous-
ing loan would mean, first and fore-
most, becoming worthy of  the credit, 
to be evidenced through a consistent 
and documented flow of  income. 

Ram Gopal, the artisan, relies on 
occasional orders dispatched from 
Patan to produce woodcraft. The 
handicraft workshop is not registered 
because there was never the need for 
one. And then, there is this small 
issue of  obtaining the building per-
mit first, which the municipality will 

only provide after Ram Gopal has had 
his land title issued from the Land 
Office. The path to obtaining the title 
is littered with bureaucratic misgiv-
ings that Ram Gopal is unaware of. The 
subsidised loan with an interest of  2 
percent is, therefore, a paper dream.

One way to look at Ram Gopal’s 
predicament is through the lens of  
governance. Wishful thinking would 
dictate that the Ministry of  Urban 
Development could potentially coordi-
nate with the National Reconstruction 
Authority (NRA) and the Department 
of  Archaeology, alongside Nepal 
Rastra Bank, including the Nepal 
Bankers’ Association, to resolve  
some of  Ram Gopal’s dilemmas. But 
such a move would require a radically 
different kind of  Nepali state. 
Further, if  a top-level official of  the 
NRA is to be believed, it is the World 
Bank’s distrust of  Nepal’s local and 
municipal authorities’ capabilities 
that is preventing the NRA from 
decentralising the duties linked to 
disaster governance. 

If  that is the case, any move to 
decentralise governance in substan-
tive terms to address Ram Gopal’s sit-
uation could involve jeopardising the 
government’s relationship with both 
the donor and its distant cousins who 
might be surreptitiously benefitting 
from the existing fix. And quite frank-
ly, attempting to get rid of  bureau-
cratic inertia is an invisible work 
devoid of  individual gain. Instead, it 
is much easier, and definitely more 
heroic, to bind the minds of  the mid-
dle class with the imagery of  a giant 
ship; the waving sun and moon 
emblazoned on the red and blue of  
the Nepali flag announcing its eventu-
al arrival in the Bay of  Bengal. As 
such, the self-infatuation and delu-
sions of  grandeur that oil Oli’s infra-
structure turn is the new opium of  
the Nepali people. 

 
Ninglekhu is conducting a long-term 

ethnographic research on the everday 
politics of  post-earthquake rebuilding 

in Kathmandu Valley

The new opium of Nepalis
It’s much easier to bind the minds of the  

middle class with the imagery of a giant ship 

I
n my last piece I argued that import-
ed models of  conservation have 
failed to address ground realities in 
Third World countries. Why, then, do 
governments in poor countries sign 
on to the agenda of  international 

conservation organisations? In an 
August 2016 article in The Guardian, 
Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, the UN special 
rapporteur on the rights of  indige-
nous peoples, said, “Governments like 
conservation because there is a lot of  
money in it. It brings money from the 
Global Environment Facility and else-
where. But when your economic prior-
ity is to generate money from conser-
vation, you want to get rid of  people 
from these protected areas. That is 
what is now happening.”

Perks and prestige
Along with funding comes prestige 
and a range of  opportunities. Big 
organisations regularly provide gov-
ernment officials opportunities to 
travel abroad and take part in global 
forums. Delegates at such forums are 
expected to demonstrate their commit-
ment to a particular brand of  conser-
vation. A senior member of  
ForestAction Nepal recalled one such 
gathering: “They showed a clip of  a 
bleeding rhino, its horn had been 
hacked off  by poachers. The audience 
became very emotional. But there 
were no clips of  people who were suf-
fering because of  wildlife attacks and 
park regulations.”

Further, many top-ranking officials 
at the Department of  National Parks 
and Wildlife Conservation have 
worked for international conservation 
organisations, both during and  

after the end of  their tenure. For 
example, a number of  park officials, 
including former wardens, have been 
on WWF’s payroll. 

The government’s relations with 
conservation organisations might 
have been less harmonious had the 
latter called out powerful actors 
involved in environmental destruc-
tion. In India, Modi’s government 
launched a harsh crackdown on 
Greenpeace India for its activism 
against coal mining companies. The 
environmental group was accused of  
working against ‘growth’ and ‘develop-
ment’. Imagine if  conservation organ-
isations in Nepal demanded that big 
hydropower projects meet all the envi-
ronmental safeguard requirements 
before proceeding, or that companies 

involved in illegal sand mining and 
politicians who protect them be 
brought to book. No doubt they would 
be labelled enemies of  ‘bikas’ and 
‘samriddi’.

Trickle-down incentives
“Villagers destroy the forest because 
they lack awareness,” says Mangal 
Tharu, chair of  Shiva community for-
est, which lies in an area that WWF 
branded as ‘Khata wildlife corridor’ in 
2001. He was referring to another com-
munity forest that is used by many 
poor households including landless 
Dalits. “They cut grass, collect fuel-
wood, graze cattle. We need to hold 
more seminars and workshops to raise 
their conservation awareness. 
Conservation is for the country.” 

In 2011 Shiva community forest won 
a global award for growing and selling 
chamomile and mint. The competition 
rewards community projects that use 

“business methods” to address social 
and environmental issues. It is spon-
sored by Newsweek and Shell, the oil 
multinational notorious for its contri-
bution to climate change.

“We must spread conservation 
awareness among the locals,” says 
Krishna Chaudhary, an energetic 
young man who runs a homestay near 
Banke National Park. Asked whether 
the government made the right deci-
sion by placing national parks under 
the central government, he says he 
supports the decision “because nation-
al parks are our nation’s wealth.” 
Chaudhary is chair of  the network of  
community-based anti-poaching units, 
which receive training and support 
from WWF and USAID.

In a 2012 article co-authored by 
Hemanta Ojha, he writes how transna-
tional actors shape Nepal’s conserva-
tion policy by attaching “incentives 
and prestige” to the conservation 
model imported from the West. Such 
incentives also trickle down to the vil-
lages, where local actors are mobilised 
to propagate this model. Many people I 
met in the buffer zone villages fre-
quently used the word “steal” to 
describe the act of  collecting essential 
resources from the forest. This alone 
shows the extent to which they have 
internalised the dominant narrative. 
In this narrative, a good, responsible, 
ethical citizen joins hands on the con-
servation agenda rather than demand-
ing his or her right to access resources 
or retaliating against wildlife attacks. 

Mass media spectacle
In a 2011 article in Conservation and 
Society, Sian Sullivan writes how neo-
liberal conservation uses mass media 
to “sell its concerns and wares.” Mass 
media representations of  nature fore-
ground “the sensational, the pictur-
esque, the exotic, and the unpeopled” 
while occluding the culture and liveli-
hood of  people who inhabit “wild” 
places. As Sullivan observes: “The 

modern conservation spectacle 
appeals to, and sustains, the relatively 
wealthy of  the world, who also tend to 
be those with the greatest per capita 
global ecological footprint.”

A piece by Ryan Davy in last week’s 
Nepali Times is a small example. 
Anyone with even basic knowledge of  
Nepal’s mountain life knows the 
importance of  yaks in the livelihood 
of  people in the high Himalaya. 
Studies have shown how yak  
herders, who have long contributed in 
maintaining ecological balance, are 
gradually losing their way of  life 
because of  social and environmental 
pressures, as well as anti-poor conser-
vation policies. 

But such facts are of  little use to 
those on a mission to explore the 
Himalayan “wilderness.” Davy is in 
the mountains of  northern Nepal to 
capture the Himalayan wolf  on cam-

era. These wolves attack yaks and 
come into frequent conflict with yak 
herders. “Perhaps this is nature’s way 
of  protecting the slopes from overgraz-
ing,” Davy writes. One wonders wheth-
er he would sound as generous had his 
career depended on herding yaks in 
Nepal’s mountains rather than on col-
lecting spectacular footage of  
Himalayan wolves. “It is human activ-
ity that has created a need for nature 
to compensate for the over-abundance 
of  yaks,” he writes. In other words, 
yak herders’ way of  life sustains more 
yaks than Davy thinks is appropriate, 
so it’s justified that the wolves some-
times kill those yaks. “If  villagers 
have a stake in conservation, maybe 
they will not exterminate predators.” 
It is ironic that a white Westerner 
adventuring in the Himalaya should 
remind the marginalized yak herders 
of  their conservation duty. Finally, 

Davy muses whether nature might 
have “summoned” the wolves to “take 
care of  the problem of  yak overpopu-
lation.” A nice, wistful idea, only fac-
tually incorrect. Far from being over-
abundant, yak population is steadily 
declining; some studies suggest they 
face the threat of  extinction. 

As my recent articles have tried to 
show, conservation in Nepal has 
extracted the heaviest price from the 
poor and marginalised. The hegemon-
ic discourse of  conservation relies on 
unequal power relations between rich 
countries and poor countries, between 
Kathmandu and the rural populations, 
and between the relatively privileged 
locals and those at the very bottom. 
With the power of  funding and knowl-
edge production, as well as an exten-
sive publicity campaign, conservation 
elites have thus far won the unequal 
battle of  narratives. 

The lopsided discourse
The hegemonic account of conservation relies on unequal power relations

Oli visits China
PM’s visit to China is an ideal time to deepen Nepal-China engagement

N
epal’s ruling left government may 
not be of  everyone’s choice but for 
a communist country like China it 
can be an ideal time to enhance 
bilateral cooperation with Nepal 

where China’s ‘charm offensive’ 
counts hugely to contain India’s 
geo-political dominance.

China has been trying hard to find 
a stable regime and reliable partner 
in Nepal since the monarchy was 
overthrown in May 2008. Finally, after 
many decades Nepal has had a stable 
and strong government as Prime 
Minister KP Oli enjoys a two-third 
majority. The two countries  now have 
the  opportunity to explore and 
enhance areas of  cooperation in mul-
tiple sectors like connectivity,  
infrastructure, energy and security. 
Many of  them can be pursued under 
the framework of  Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI), a flagship Chinese 
project, of  which Nepal is a party 
since May 2017.

Pragmatic foreign policy
As PM Oli is all set to embark on a six-
day state-visit of  China starting from 
June 19, these issues will be raised at 
the highest level. His entourage com-
prising four key cabinet-colleagues— 
Ministers for Home Affairs; Foreign 
Affairs, Water Resources and 
Irrigation; and Physical 
Infrastructure and Transport—
reflects the importance given to and 
priority set for this trip. This is his 
second visit to Beijing since March 
2016, when he was heading a fragile 
coalition and was perceived as an 
anti-Indian or a pro-Chinese. Now, he 
holds a strong government having the 
mandate to govern for five years. 
After his return to power in February, 
PM Oli has been trying to project a 
‘pragmatic’ foreign policy and to win 
the confidence of  both neighbors—
India and China. All his diplomatic 
endeavors have been focused on not to 
be seen as siding with either one. 

A month after PM Oli’s visit to 
India as his first port of  call, his 
Indian counterpart Narendra Modi’s 
visit in the second week of  May was 
widely perceived as an attempt to 
slow down Chinese influence in 
Nepal. Modi was able to divert atten-
tion from it by temple visits and soft 
diplomacy. Nevertheless, India 
pledged to construct a railway up to 
Kathmandu via Raxual and initiate a 
water-link project to pave the way for 
Nepal’s access to the sea. Such ges-
ture from the southern neighbor was 

made keeping in mind the China’s 
interest in the trans-Himalayan rail-
way project. However, there is slim 
chance of  early realisation of  such 
ventures given the poor track record of   
India’s development commitments and 
Indian joint-venture projects in Nepal.

PM Oli’s growing affinity with 
India is an issue of  debate if  this 
would affect Chinese faith and sup-
port to Nepal. However, China has 
taken his visit to India in a positive 
light and also shown its interest to 
capitalise the constructive vibes gen-
erated through the recent high level 
exchange of  visits between Nepal and 
India. Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi during his meeting with his 
Nepali counterpart, Pradeep Gyawali 
in Beijing in April floated a proposal 
of  China-Nepal-India economic corri-
dor. India is yet to consider this idea 
affirmatively. If  capitalised, this 
could help restore Nepal’s ancient 
glory as a Himalayan-transit. But this 
idea has as much economic prospects 
as geo-political implications. 

Implementation is key
Despite being a next door neighbor, 
China’s foreign direct investment 
(FDI) in Nepal vis-à-vis other South 
Asian countries has remained mea-
ger. China’s pledging of  Rs8.35 billion 
($81 million) worth FDI to Nepal dur-
ing the fiscal year 2016-17 topped 
India’s that stood at Rs1.99 billion. Yet 
China’s ongoing investments in 
Bangladesh ($23 billon) and Pakistan 
($61 billion) is much higher. Nepal 
thus has to win Chinese trust to bring 
more Chinese investment in Nepal. 
Erstwhile, the Nepali Congress-led 
government quashed a multi-billion 

dollar contract with China’s 
Gezhouba Group for the construction 
of  the much awaited Budhi Gandaki 
Hydropower Project citing lack of  
transparency. firm, which won’t be 
easy for him as previous government 

Most agendas of  the prime minis-
ter’s forthcoming visit are the same 
as his last trip in March 2016. Many of  
them are yet to be initiated. Therefore, 
problem of  our engagements with 
China is not winning too many invest-
ment pledges, but executting them 
effectively. Besides, there is deep 
apprehension of  possible behind-the-
curtain deal, debt-trap or lack of  ben-
efits for locales. If  such issues are 
ignored, Chinese projects will be no 
different than the Indian projects , 
thereby jeopardising Nepali’s positive 
sentiments towards China.

There is quite a resemblance 
between the current leadership in 
China and Nepal. Prime Minister Oli 
has become a powerful leader of  
Nepal in decades; while President  
Xi has been dubbed as the most pow-
erful Chinese leader after Chairman 
Mao. The colors, contents and charac-
ters are also similar as both the lead-
ership hold nationalist images and 
enjoy a strong mandate.  Further, 
Both are politically leftist and eco-
nomically capitalist. No such resem-
blance was witnessed in modern his-
tory of  Nepal and China, which could 
be a launching pad to deepen bilateral 
engagements and diversifying bilater-
al cooperation. 

The author is an assistant  
professor at Tribhuvan  

University and writes on geopolitics 
and strategic issues

This piece is part of a series of articles that are 
being published on a fortnightly basis.  

The series is largely based on a recent study  
conducted by the author in and around the 

national parks in Banke and Bardiya.

SHRADHA GHALE

LEKHNATH PANDEY
lekhanath@gmail.com

SABIN NINGLEKHU

n A conservation pamphlet in Manaslu Conservation Area. � Photo credit: Shradha Ghale
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
***
You’re passionate about what you believe in. Whether you’re 
convinced that an aspect of work should be handled in a specific 
manner, or in current events has your sensibilities inflamed. 
Express your views.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
**
Sometimes you tend to think others should be as stable and 
predictable as you usually are, but other people just act irration-
ally at times. It can be disconcerting, but jumping to conclusions 
about their motivations may be a bit premature.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)
**
Financial matters are highlighted at the moment, particularly 
those that involve other people. If you’ve got a joint account with 
your babe or a business partner, make sure you’re on the same 
page about how those monies are being used (and how quickly).

CANCER (June 22-July 22)
****
The stars are shining their prettiest light right on you, and you look 
fabulous in the glow. Your natural tendency is to shy away from the 
cosmic limelight and modestly redirect the attention elsewhere. Be 
ready to smile, simply say ‘thank you’ and feel wonderful.

LEO (July 23-August 22) 
*****
Modesty becomes you right now. You’re putting aside what kind 
of rewards you could be angling for and you’re simply operating 
on the strength of your desire to do right. The goodwill you’re 
creating is reflected, making your world both calm and bright. 

VIRGO (August 23-September 22)
*****
Knowing you, you’ve made all manner of lists and already 
checked them twice, and you’re inspired to be even more organ-
ised than usual. You’ll want to expect the unexpected now. Have a 
special, elegant snack on hand.

LIBRA (September 23-October 22)
***
Getting involved in some kind of intrigue, as you’re likely to do 
right about now, may not sit very well with you. Your instinct may 
be to just get it all out on the table, but there may be unforeseen 
consequences to doing so. Keep your head down.

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21)
*****
Wow—the moment you decide to just let things happen instead 
of trying to guide them, they really start happening. Putting your 
strong sense of drive into neutral takes a lot of self-control, but 
right now it’s the best thing to do.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)
***
You’re just being you, enjoying the hubbub all around you and 
following your mood. The funny thing is, your relaxed manner and 
optimistic attitude are far more alluring than other people’s best 
come-hither looks or tightest pants.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19)
*****
It’s just one of those days—or nights, where whatever it is you’re 
doing, suddenly something else sounds more appealing. If you’re 
out and about, the cozy comforts of home will likely start calling 
to you; if you’re nesting, a little stir-craziness could set in. 

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18)
*****
Your daily routine may not go quite as smoothly as usual now, 
especially with work interactions. Someone’s motives are likely 
not what they seem, and dealing with their hidden agenda is 
probably the last thing you want to do. 

PISCES (February 19-March 20)
***
The world’s full of sparkly possibilities at the moment, with the 
potential for joy right around every corner. It’s time to open your-
self up to something new, something completely of the present, 
something in which you let your expectations go.
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Revolution Cafe, AmritMarg, Thamel, away 
from busy crowed street, offers great 
music, fast wi-fi and wide menu with rea-
sonable prices. Operation hours: 7 am to 10 
pm, contact: 4433630

Enjoy Gourmet Saturday Brunch  with 
your family and friends at the Sunrise 
Restaurant , Hotel Yak & Yeti from 12-7 pm 
every Saturday. Contact: 4248999 

Escape, relax and get in shape @ Hyatt 
Regency. Embark on a personal well-being at 
Club Oasis. Remember us for Tennis, sauna, 
Jacuzzi, swimming, fitness centre and Beauty 
Salon. Contact: 4491234

Learn cardio, gym, aerobics, zumba, spa, 
boxing, kick-boxing, b-boying, bollywood 
dance at Oyster Spa and Fitness Club, 
Sinamangal. Time: Sunday to Friday from 5 
am to 8 pm. Contact: 4110554

Fastest & Proven Weight loss (Korean 
Treatment) for Male & Female, No-Exercise, 
No-Surgery, No-Medicine, No-Side Effect, 
Loose 1-2​ ​kgs.​ ​in just 3 hrs #01-4017722, 
9841197406

Tranquility Spa at Hotel Radisson, now 
offering Body Scrubs for Rs 3,000  (50 per-
cent discoun for members). Opening hour  
8.00 am-8.00 pm. Contact Number: 
01-4423888, 01-6200086

Ayurveda Health Home has been providing 
ayurvedic treatments/ massages, 
sirodhara & counseling for stress, detox & 
rehabilitation. Dhapasi, Kathmandu: 
01-4358761, Lakeside Pokhara 061-463205

Krishnarpan—a specialty Nepali Restaurant 
at Dwarika’s, 6 courses to 22 courses Nepali 
meal served. Opening Time: 6 pm-11 pm. Prior 
reservations required, contact: 4479448 

The Italian restaurant serves authentic 
Italian cuisines in an elegant ambience for 
both lunch and dinner. Timings: Lunch: 
1230-1445 hrs, Dinner: 1900-2245 hrs, 
Contact: 427399, at Soaltee Crowne Plaza

Every Friday evening enjoy Starry Night  
BBQ from 7 pm onwards at Shambala 
Garden Café at Hotel Shangri La with live 
musical performance by Ciney Gurung. 
Contact: 4412999 

Enjoy Bubbly Brunch every Saturday from 11 
am to 3 pm at Shambala Gardena and Club 
Sundhara. Contact: 4412999

Savour the cardamom and saffron spice, 
slow-cooked kebabs and kormas at Indian 
restaurant serving Awadhi cuisine.  
contact: 427399, at Soaltee Crowne Plaza

China Garden offers delectable dishes from 
across Asia, including Japanese, Korean, 
Vietnamese and Chinese. Timings: Lunch: 
1230-1445 hrs, Dinner: 1900-2245 hrs, 
contact: 427399 at Soaltee Crowne Plaza

Garden Terrace offers an authentic world 
cuisine, providing diners with the unique 
experience of observing their selected dish-
es being prepared by chefs. Contact: 
427399 at Soaltee Crowne Plaza

Kaiser Cafe Restaurant & Bar at The 
Garden of Dreams, opening time: 9 am till 9 
pm, offers an international cafe menu serv-
ing breakfast, lunch, dinner, specialty tea’s, 
coffees and pastries, contact: 4425341

Embers Bar, Pulchowk, in all its sophistica-
tion and glory is happy to announce  
Happy Hours every 6-7pm. It will be  
hosting a Barbeque night every Friday from 
6:30-9:30pm

Dining Park Restaurant & Lounge bar with 
a Coffee and Bakery Hub and Bar and Fine 
Dining. Boasting facilities including Private 
VIP Lounges, a conference hall and a terrace 
garden. Open 6am-10 pm. Mid-Baneshor.

Relax and Unwind this summer at 
Waterfront Resort, Sedi Height, Pokhara @
Rs. 6000 Nett per night on Bed & Breakfast 
basis. Contact: 9801133378 / 9849143552

Mako’s offers traditional Japanese food 
served. Don’t miss out on Mako’s special 
Tempuras, and green tea ice cream, Time: 11: 
30-14:30 & 19:00-22:00, contact: 4479448

Manny’s Eatery and bar introduces a spe-
cial lunch package that is affordable, tasty, 
nutritious and quick enough to fit your lunch 
break, Jawalakhel, Shaligram complex, 
5536919

The Toran, an ideal location for all day loung-
ing and informal dining offers multi-cuisines. 
Contact: Dwarika’s Hotel, 4479488

Weekends brunch @ Hyatt Regency—treat 
yourself with a lavish buffet lunch, splash by 
the swimming pool or laze around outdoor, 
Jacuzzi, all for just Rs 2300 plus taxes per 
person. Contact: 4491234

We serve nothing but the finest Arabica 
coffees at great value prices at Barista 
Lavazza Coffee Restaurant, Lazimpat, 
Contact: 4005123/4005124

Bourbon Room, Lal Durbar Marg is open for 
lunch from 12 noon. Enjoy affordable and deli-
cious meals starting from Rs 99! We are cur-
rently offering Indian & chinese combos along 
with momos. Call: 4441703 

Enjoy a Barbecue Buffet at the Radisson 
Hotel, wide selection of mixed fresh grills and 
vegetables together with a choice of salads and 
a delicious dessert buffet at a rate of Rs. 1,350 
plus taxes per person. Contact: 4411818

Latin—Gypsy Jazz at The Corner Bar, 
Radisson Hotel, Kathmandu with Hari 
Maharjan feat Monsif Mzibiri, 7 pm onwards, 
Wednesdays & Fridays. Contact: 4411818

Sandwich and Crepes:  Taste the sandwich-
es and crepes at The Lounge from 11 am to 6 
pm everyday. For further details call Hyatt 
Regency at 4491234.

Rosemary Kitchen and Coffee shop, 
Thamel, opening hours: 7:00 am to 10:00 
pm offers an International cuisine in reason-
able prices. Contact 01-4267554

Out-of-Africa Lunch amid rural splendor: 
Sat & Sun from 1130 to 1630 hours at The 
Watering Hole, Indrawati River Valley.  
For prior reservation contact: indrawatire-
sort@gmail.com

Make your weekend more exciting with 
family and friends with sumptuous Satey, 
Dimsums, Mangolian Barbecue and Pasta at 
The Cafe from 12:30 noon to 4:00 pm. Call: 
Hyatt Regency, at 4491234

The most delightfully awesome chicken 
momos & yummy rich chocolate cake on this 
part of the planet @ Just Baked Bakery & 
Cafe, Battisputali, offering much more spe-
cialties at affordable price.

Enjoy snacks and drinks from 4:00 pm to 
11:00 pm every day and nightly live music 
from “The Corner Band” except Tuesday and 
Saturday from 7 pm to 11:00 pm at Corner 
Bar, Radisson Hotel. Contact: 4411818

Every Friday BBQ from 7:00 pm at Fusion 
Bar & Pool side at Dwarika’s Hotel with live 
band “Dinesh Rai and Sound of Mind”. Price Rs 
1600/ includes BBQ dinner and a can of beer 
or a soft drink. Contact: 4479448

Hotel Narayani Complex, Pulchowk, Lalitpur 
presents Shabnam & Cannabiz Band every 
Wednesday and Rashmi & Kitcha Band every 
Friday, 7:30 PM onwards @ Absolute bar P Ltd; 
Contact: 5521408

Starry Night BBQ—every Friday Evening from 
7:00 pm at Shambala Garden Café, Hotel, 
Shangri~La only @ Rs 1799 net per person 
and live performance by Ciney Gurung. 
Contact: 4412999

Enjoy live DJ nights, on every Sunday chill out/ 
ambient, Wednesday tech/ funk house & Friday 
psy/ proggy/ full on from 6:00 pm to 10 pm at 
garden and 7:00 pm onwards at club at Funky 
Buddha Resturant & Bar, contact: 4700091

Set within the historic Garden of Dreams, the 
Kaiser Cafe Restaurant and Bar, Thamel, offers 
a continental menu and serves as an atmospheric 
venue for anything from a quiet coffee or intimate 
meal. Contact: 442534

Trisara offers food and drinks along  
with good music and great times. Sunday- Live 
Music by Barbeque Night, Monday, Wednesday-
by Positive vibes, Tuesday, Saturday-By Jyovan 
Bhuju, Friday-Live Music by Dexterous

Experience The Last Resort, the perfect  
place for family fun adventure and relaxation. 
Special packages for residents. Contact: 
4700525/ 4701247 or mail us at  
info@thelastresort.com.np

Asia World Travel Pvt Ltd presents fascinat-
ing luxury escapades to amazing destinations: 
Prague, Ladakh, Bangkok, Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur, Mount Kailash and Panchpokhari in 
North East Nepal. Contact: 6222604

Jungle Safari Lodge, Sauraha Chitwan  
offers 2 Nights 3 Days package only for Rs 
6500 per person. Suman 9851008399

Explore Chitwan & Pokhara with your  
loved ones. 4 Nights/5 Days package for 
Rs.21000, Hotel Crown Himalayas, Pokhara 
(Aagraha- 9851055126) Rhino Lodge & Hotel, 
Sauraha (Kamal-9851134280)

Experience the Gyakok @ Shambala  
Garden, Hotel Shangri~la only @ Nrs.1700 
Nett per person and Nrs.3000 Nett for cou-
ple. For more details and reservation: 
4412999

My teachers told me I’d never amount to much 

because I procrastinate so much.

I told them, “Just you wait!”

nnn

People think “icy” is the easiest word to spell.

Come to think of it, I see why.

RACE 3
QFX Civil Mall: 08:30/11:45/12:15/ 

16:00/18:00/19:45
QFX Chhaya Center: 

12:00/13:00/16:15/18:30/19:30
QFX LABIM Mall: 

09:15/11:45/16:15/18:45/19:45
QFX Kumari: 11:45/15:15/18:45

QFX Jai Nepal: 12:00/15:30/19:00
A QUIET PLACE
QFX Civil Mall: 12:00/15:00

QFX LABIM Mall: 12:15/18:15
QFX Chhaya Center: 15:00/18:00

KAALA KARIKAALAN
QFX Chhaya Center: 11:45/15:15

QFX Kumari: 15:00
QFX LABIM Mall: 15:15

QFX Civil Mall: 15:15
VEERE DI WEDDING

QFX Kumari: 12:00/18:30
QFX LABIM Mall: 12:45/15:00

QFX Civil Mall: 18:45

F

I

L

M

S

5:00	 Shuvarambha/
Bhaktisur

5:30	 Radhe Radhe
6:00	 Jeevan Bigyan
6:30	 Vastu Manthan
6:40	 Good Morning 

Nepal
7:00	 Kantipur Samachar
8:00	 Good Morning 

Nepal
8:30	 Kantipur News
9:00	 Marga Darshan
10:00	 Kantipur Samachar
10:30	 Das Baje
11:00	 Kantipur News

11:30	 M&S Trend a Logy
12:00	 Kantipur  

Samachar
12:30	 K Aaja Ghar Mai
13:30	 What The Flop
14:30     Kantipur Samachar
15:00	 Fireside
16:00	 Kantipur News
16:30	 Das Baje
17:00	 Call Kantipur 

Reloaded
18:00	 Kantipur Samachar
18:30	 M&S The Review 

Show
19:00	 Risani Maff

20:00	 Kantipur Samachar
21:00	 Sarokar
22:00	 Das Baje
22:30	 Kantipur News
23:00     M&S The Review 

Show
 23:30     Kantipur Samachar
12:00 	 Call Kantipur
1:00 	 Kantipur News
1:30	 M&S The Review 

Show
2:00	 Kantipur Samachar
2:30 	 Risani Maff
3:30	 Kantipur  Samachar
4:00	 K Aja Ghar Mai

05:00: 	 Bhakti Anusthan
06:30: 	 Kantipur Diary
07:00: 	 The Headliners
07:30: 	 Kanuni Bahas Ra 

Paramarsha
08:00: 	 Development and 

Economics Diary
08:05: 	 The Good Morning 

Show 
09:00: 	 Kantipur Diary
09:10: 	 Traffic Update
09:15: 	 National Songs
09:20: 	 The Good Morning 

Show
10:00: 	 Sports Diary
10:05: 	 Gazaab Cha Ba
11:00: 	 Art and 

Entertainment 
Diary

11:05: 	 Malai Mann 
Parchha

12:00: 	 Kantipur Diary
12:10: 	 Filmy Parade
13:00: 	 District Diary
13:05: 	 Ke Chha Nepal
14:00: 	 International Diary
15:00: 	 Kantipur Diary
15:15: 	 Shreejana Ka 

Samjhana Haru
16:00: 	 Health and 

Education Diary 
16:05: 	 Health Hotline
17:00: 	 District Diary
17:05: 	 Sangalo
18:00: 	 Nepalaya
18:30: 	 Kantipur Diary
19:00: 	 Show Time
20:00: 	 Security and  

Crime Diary
20:05: 	 Loud
21.00: 	 Kantipur Diary
21:25: 	 Newsmaker  

of the Day
21:30: 	 Indreni
22:00: 	 Kaljayi Geet 

Sangeet
23:00: 	 Sanchai Hunu 

hunchha?
00:00: 	 Filmi Parade 
01:00:  	 Kaljayi Geet 

Sangeet
02:00: 	 Non Stop  

Nepali Songs 
03:00: 	 Non Stop  

Hindi Songs 
05:00: 	 Non Stop  

Bhajan Songs
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Ellen returns to stand-up 
Ellen DeGeneres is going back to her roots, 
launching her first stand-up comedy tour in 15 
years in a limited run of shows in August. The TV 
talk show host and actress will visit three cities 
over eight nights. DeGeneres began her career in 
the 1980s as a stand-up comedian in her home 
town before launching her comedy show Ellen. 

BORN TODAY
American actor Zoe Saldana is 40

English actor Hugh Dancy is 43

American singer Paula Abdul is 55

German basketball player Dirk Nowitzki is 40

American rapper Macklemore is 35 

Martin Bregman dead at 92
Dog Day Afternoon producer Martin Bregman, 
whom actor Al Pacino once described as “my guy”, 
is dead. He was 92. The producer died of a  
cerebral haemorrhage. Bregman had also  
produced Carlito’s Way, Serpico and Sea of Love 
with Pacino. He was slated to produce David  
Ayer’s upcoming adaptation of Scarface.

C M Y K

Toxic love
Dear Aunt,
I am an SEE-appeared 15-year-old. I 
have been in a relationship since I 
was 13. I didn’t know what love was 
then, and I don’t know what it is 
now—yet, I am still dating the guy. 
And I am extremely confused. He is 
completely different than I am, not 
just in habits and nature but also in 
how we were brought up. One year 
ago, when my parents learnt that I 
am dating somebody who comes 
from not just another caste but 
another region altogether, they were 
very angry. But I persisted and have 
been keeping the relationship afloat. 
However, in these two years, I still 
haven’t figured the guy out. I want to 
understand him but I never know 
what he wants. He is sometimes too 
concerned about my academic per-

formance and my whereabouts. He 
gets mad at me when I talk to other 
guys, which I don’t like. I am a very 
friendly person and I make friends 
easily. But he just refuses to under-
stand when I try to explain this to 
him. And I always give in because I 
don’t like fighting. Recently too, I 
deactivated all my social media 
accounts because of  a fight we had 
just because he accused me of  not 
blocking a boy. I am upset but I don’t 
want to break up. However, I also 
want these petty fights to end. Could 
you help me by telling me how I can 
change his character?

—Sahara

Dear Sahara, 
At fifteen, it is natural to be con-
fused about your feelings and about 
where a relationship is heading. 

This is an age where you are con-
stantly growing and evolving, which 
also means that everything inside 
and around you is changing really 
fast. This is also an age where you 
start understanding yourself  a little 
better than you did when you were 
younger. You start developing your 
own values and your own identity. It 
is great that you believe you have 
already found the love of  your life, 
but you need to understand that even 
your beliefs are evolving. And while 
it is really wonderful that you want 
to make this relationship work, you 
need to figure out if  it’s worth your 
time and energy. This may or may 
not be for forever. So as of  now, you 
need to focus on your present and 
focus on your personal happiness 
and peace of  mind rather than focus-
ing on changing the young man’s 
character. I mean if  you don’t like 
how he treats you, and he hasn’t 
really understood how he makes you 
feel in two years, do you really want 
to spend two more years trying to 
figure him out? From the informa-
tion you have provided, it is clear 
that he is very possessive and con-
trolling in nature. Now, I know, these 
are traits that films often use to por-
tray the essence of  love. But, that’s 
not how love works in real life. Love 
is much more sorted and healthier 
in reality. Love is warm but not suf-
focating. Love is protective but not 
possessive. Love is about wanting to 
be a part of  your partner’s daily 
activities but not about controlling 
it. Love is about a significant bond 
between two people, but not at the 
cost of  other bonds. If  you already 
know that you two are very different 
in nature, and he never meets you 
half  way, there’s no point in sweat-
ing over this relationship. You might 
feel like two years is already a lot of  
time to invest in a relationship and 
you might feel the pressure to make 
this work—but know that you don’t 

have to make this work. You don’t 
have to entertain people who bring 
you more sorrow than joy. Your time 
is too precious to waste on people 
who don’t acknowledge or celebrate 
the person you are and instead try to 
mould you into somebody they want 
you to be. That is not love. You have 
a whole life ahead of  you to find men 
that respect you and love you in a 
healthy way.  

Blast from the past 
Dear Aunt, 
I am 24 years old. A friend that I 
went to school with is getting mar-
ried this month. He’s the first in the 
batch to get married, which means 
this is going to be a reunion of  sorts. 
I am going to meet people that I hav-
en’t met for eight years straight and 
among them are people who I didn’t 
get along with very well. Around the 
time we graduated SLC we had a 
nasty row and we haven’t talked ever 

since. Now, I know that  
a lot of  time has passed, and I have 
grown into a more mature human 
being, but I don’t know if  it’s the 
same on their end too. I can’t help 
but feel sick to my stomach when I 
think of  seeing them again. I am 
ready to let go of  the grudge, but 
what if  they are not? 
What if  the past comes 
rushing back to the 
present and disturb the 
peace that I have 
worked so hard to 
maintain? I don’t want 
to see these people, but 
I know they will be 
there, neither do I want 
to miss the big day of  a 
special friend. What do I 
do?  

—Rami
Dear Rami, 
Eight years is a long time. And ideal-
ly, people change. But like you said, 
you can’t really speak for somebody 

else. It is great that you have grown 
as a person in all these years and 
that you are ready to let go of  the 
grudge, but the only way to find out 
if  they are ready too is confronting 
them. Go to the friend’s wedding, 
have fun, meet all the people and see 
how things uncover with your 
‘friends’ from the past. If  they have 
gotten past the phase like you did, 
it’s great. You can make peace. If  
they haven’t, sure it will bother you 
for a while, but it’s not your busi-
ness. Every person takes their own 
time to heal from bad memories. 
They may not be ready to let go of  
the grudge now, but they eventually 
will. You need to understand that 
you are not the same person that you 
were eight years ago, and while 
there is no running away from the 
past, it’s in your hands to decide how 
much you allow your past to meddle 
with your present. Don’t stress over 
it too much. However, if  you feel like 
you are just not ready to meet these 
people, then don’t. Just keep to your-
self  and avoid the wedding altogeth-
er. Sometimes it’s okay to protect 
your peace of  mind from the 
unknown.
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Need some relationship advice? Is 

your life or your career in a jam? Send 

us your questions and the Agony Aunt 

will answer them like only she can.

agonyaunt@kmg.com.np

write to us

90s stars unite 
for a cause
Post Report
Chitwan, June 18

A 
host of  the biggest singing 
superstars of  the 90s congregat-
ed in Narayangadh for a musi-
cal evening dubbed ‘Mega Old is 
Gold’ over the weekend. 
Ranging from Sanjay Shrestha 

who sang his famous ‘Musu musu 
haasideu na lai lai’ song to Kabindra 
Shrestha who wooed the audience 
with his popular number ‘Dandama 
mela lagechha’; the show saw 14 
singers, including Babin Pradhan, 
Sachin Rauniyar, Bhim Tuladhar, 
and James Pradhan take the stage. 

As the audience, both young and 
old, grooved to the tunes from the 
90s—a playlist of  almost 30 songs—it 

was attested that old really is gold 
and good music will always have a 
fan following, regardless of  the time 
and era. 

The get-together organised by the 
Narayangadh Rotary Club, however, 
was not just for fun. The 14 pop art-
ists had gathered for a cause—to 
raise funds to support the education 
of  Chepang children who live in the 
district. 

“The Chepangs are one of  the 
most marginalised groups in Nepal. 
They have been living in poverty and 
illiteracy for a long time now,” said 
Narayan Pradhan, president of  the 
Club. “Whatever revenue is raised 
from the event will go to the cause, 
every artist who sang today did so 
pro bono as well.”

Agence France-Presse
Los Angeles, June 18  

M
usic’s most famous couple 
Beyonce and Jay-Z pulled a 
surprise by releasing a joint 
album, a long-rumoured col-
laboration that celebrates 

their marital passion and black 
identity.

The pop diva and hip-hop super-
star announced the album, 
Everything is Love, from the stage 
in London as they wrapped up the 
British leg that opened a global tour.

The album came out exclusively 
on Jay-Z’s fledgling Tidal streaming 
service.

The couple also put out an elabo-
rately choreographed video that 
takes place inside the Louvre muse-
um in Paris for a song off  the album, 
Apeshit.

The video opens with the couple 
standing regally in front of  the 
Mona Lisa—Jay-Z in a light green 
double-breasted suit, Beyonce in a 
lavender pantsuit—and features a 
squad of  scantily clad dancers mov-
ing in front of  Jacques Louis 
David’s The Coronation of  
Napoleon.

Driven by warm, sultry soul with 
a largely hip-hop cadence, 
Everything is Love marries the 
styles of  the two artists but is more 
consistent with the recent direction 
of  Jay-Z.

The album shatters any lingering 
innocence from the early days of  
Beyonce, with the singer of  Say My 
Name and Single Ladies (Put a Ring 
On It) generous in the details of  her 
married life with Jay-Z.

Last Jayer wine may fetch $13m
Agence France-Presse
Geneva, June 18

T
he last batch of  late legendary 
winemaker Henri Jayer’s 
Burgundies—which include 
some of  the world’s most expen-
sive wines—go on auction in 

Geneva Sunday and could rake in up 
to $13 million.

In all, 1,064 bottles will go under 
the hammer at the Baghera Wines 
auction, which will take place at a 
gourmet restaurant in Geneva. They 
include Cros-Parantoux Vosne-
Romanee Premier Cru, which ranks 
among the world’s priciest wines.

The 855 standard bottles and 209 
magnums, dating from between 1970 
and 2001, are from the personal wine 
cellar of  the man broadly considered 
the king of  the Pinot Noir.

“These bottles and magnums from 
his personal reserve were a bit like 
his laboratory... A way to see his vin-
tage wines age over the years,” his 
daughters Lydie and Dominique 
Jayer, wrote to AFP in an email.

“It was natural for us, since we 
could not drink all of  these bottles, to 
offer them up for sale so that wine 

lovers ... could buy them and drink 
them, in his honour,” they said.

The daughters will be present at 
the auction to watch the dispersion 
of  their inheritance.

Frenchman Henri Jayer, who died 
in 2006 at the age of  84, established a 
name for himself  in the 1970s, when 
specialised wine reviews ranked his 
wines among the best in the world.

Over the years, he became “the 
emblem of  the Burgundy in the eyes 
of  the public”, Swiss wine critic 
Jacques Perrin, who knew Jayer per-
sonally, told AFP.

It is this quality that has made 
Jayer’s wines some of  the most 
sought after in the wine world—and 
brought them their sometimes astro-
nomical price tags.

The most expensive lot at the auc-
tion—a series of  15 magnums of  
Vosne-Romanee Cros-Parantoux dat-
ing from 1978 to 2001—has been val-
ued at between 280,000 and 480,000 
Swiss francs ($282,000-$484,000).

The entire auction is expected to 
pull in between 6.7 and 13 million 
francs—an amount that has raised 
eyebrows in the business.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LANDGRAAF, JUNE 18

A 
van slammed into pedestrians 
near a Dutch campsite at a 
huge music festival early 
Monday, killing one person and 
seriously injuring three others 

just hours after headline act Bruno 
Mars wowed tens of  thousands of  
fans. The four pedestrians were hit 

around 4:00 am Monday by the van 
which then fled the scene, only 
hours after the end of  the three-
day Pinkpop Festival in the south-
ern town of  Landgraaf, near the 
German border.

“The white van that was involved 
in the collision is still being sought,” 
police said in a statement, adding 
they had set up an emergency call 
centre for information. Police cor-

doned off  the section of  the road 
while an investigation is under way, 
and a police helicopter was deployed 
to take aerial shots of  the crash site.

The Pinkpop festival was 
launched in 1970. This year as well 
as Mars, who closed the event on 
Sunday, other major bands includ-
ing Pearl Jam, Foo Fighters, Snow 
Patrol and Noel Gallagher per-
formed to sell-out crowds. The festi-
val has drawn around 67,000 fans a 
day since opening on Friday, accord-
ing to director, Jan Smeets, quoted 
by the Dutch news agency ANP.

The organisation said in a state-
ment on Facebook that it was 
“shocked, and our thoughts are 
with victims and their families.”

3 hurt in Dutch  
music fest hit-and-run

Incredibles 2 
shatters box 
office records
Reuters
Los Angeles, June 18 

T
he opening weekend of  Incredibles 
2 was, well, incredible.

The Disney-Pixar movie flew to 
a record-breaking launch of  $180 
million in 4,410 locations, easily 

landing the superhero sequel the 
best debut of  all time for an  
animated film. That title was previ-
ously held by fellow Pixar sequel 
Finding Dory, which bowed with $135 
million in 2016.

Incredibles 2 also landed the 

eighth-biggest domestic opening of  
all time, and surpassed 2017’s Beauty 
and the Beast ($174.6 million) for the 
best debut for a PG-rated film.

Overseas, where it has opened in 
26 percent of  the international mar-
ket, Pixar’s 20th film collected $51.5 
million, bringing its global total to 
$231.5 million.

With 14 years since the original 
film, 2004’s The Incredibles, enthusi-
asm has been strong for the fol-
low-up, and it seems that audiences 
and critics alike were not disappoint-
ed. The film boasts a coveted A+ 
CinemaScore, as well as a 94 percent 
fresh rating on Rotten Tomatoes.

“The film shows the drawing power 
of  the superhero genre, whether in the 
live action or animated realm,” box 
office analyst Paul Dergarbedian said. 
“The combination of  the Pixar brand 
and Disney’s perfectly executed mar-
keting and distribution strategy made 
the film an instant classic and a box 
office juggernaut.”

Beyonce, Jay-Z 
launch surprise 
album
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sports digest
Federer wins 
98th ATP title
STUTTGART: Roger 
Federer claimed his 
98th ATP title on 
Sunday and displayed 
his unrivalled superior-
ity on grass with a 6-4, 
7-6 (7/3) victory over 
Milos Raonic in the 
Stuttgart Cup final. The 
top-seeded Swiss beat 
his Canadian opponent 
for the 11th time in 14 
meetings while winning 
a first Stuttgart title. 
Federer finally came 
good on the German 
grass on his third 
attempt after losing a 
semi-final in 2016 to 
Dominic Thiem and 
falling in the first round 
here a year ago to 
Tommy Haas. (AFP)

Semenya to 
fight IAAF ruling 
LONDON: World and 
Olympic 800m champi-
on Caster Semenya is to 
challenge “unfair” rules 
affecting some female 
athletes. Athletics’ gov-
erning body the IAAF 
has ruled some female 
runners with naturally 
high testosterone levels 
will have to race against 
men, or change events, 
unless they take medi-
cation. Semenya will 
fight the ruling at the 
Court of  Arbitration for 
Sport (Cas). “It is not 
fair. I just want to run 
naturally, the way I was 
born,” said the 27-year-
old South African. “I 
am Mokgadi Caster 
Semenya. I am a woman 
and I am fast.” The rule, 
which comes into force 
on 1 November, applies 
to women who race in 
track events from 400m 
up to the mile. (AGENCIES)

(C.R.P.D.) - 3/052/053
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Allen signs new four-year contract
Wales international Joe Allen says he will make up 
for his failing to save Stoke City from relegation by 
helping them regain their Premier League status 
after signing a four year contract on Monday. The 
28-year-old midfielder said he and his teammates 
had to accept responsibility for Stoke losing their 
elite status after a 10 year stay.

Ball extends Nottinghamshire deal
England pace bowler Jake Ball committed himself to 
English county championship side Nottinghamshire for 
a further three years on Monday. The 27-year-old—
capped four times at Test level since making his debut 
against Pakistan in 2016—says he is delighted to be 
remaining with his home county with the new contract 
keeping him there till the end of the 2021 campaign.

Halep retains top WTA rankings
Simona Halep retained top spot in the WTA rank-
ings on Monday buoyed by having ended her  
wait for a Grand Slam title at the French Open. 
Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark stays in second 
spot ahead of Spaniard Garbine while Roland 
Garros finalist Sloane Stephens of the United 
States is up to fourth.

Stokes, Woakes ruled 
out of One-Day series

Agence France-Presse
LONDON, June 18

Talismanic England allround-
er Ben Stokes and paceman 
Chris Woakes will miss the 
remainder of  the One-Day 
International (ODI) series 
with Australia the England 
and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) announced on Monday.

Stokes’ hamstring injury—
which he suffered in the lead-
up to the second Test with 
Pakistan—the ECB says is 
progressing well and are 
hopeful the 27-year-old will be 
fit for the T20 series with 
India next month. England 
lead the five game series with 
Australia 2-0 with three 
matches remaining.

“He can bat fully and is now 
able to run at 90 percent 
capacity,” read a statement 
from the ECB. “He will com-
mence his return to bowling 
programme this week. The 
plan is for Ben to continue his 
rehabilitation programme 
with the England squad dur-
ing the 4th and 5th ODIs 
(against Australia on 
Thursday and Sunday) at 
Riverside and Old Trafford.”

Woakes, 29, injured a thigh 
muscle during the second 
Test with Pakistan in June 
which the ECB say “was at 
least in part due to a flare-up 
of  a chronic right knee prob-
lem”. Aside from missing the 
ODI series with Australia 
he’ll also miss lone Twenty20 

international against 
Australia on June 27 and the 
three T20s to India in July.

“He (Woakes) has had an 
injection for the knee issue 
last Monday and will now 
undertake a rehabilitation 
and conditioning programme 
to address both injuries,” read 
the ECB statement. “He will 
not be available before the 
India ODI series.” The three-
match one-day series against 
India starts at Trent Bridge, 
Nottingham, on July 12.

Meanwhile, Jos Buttler 
said he will have no qualms 
about captaining England 
again should he be asked to 
lead the side when they seek a 
series-clinching win over 
Australia at Trent Bridge on 

Tuesday. The wicketkeeper 
found himself  unexpectedly 
thrust into the role when reg-
ular ODI skipper Eoin 
Morgan pulled out shortly 
before the start of  Saturday’s 
second match in Cardiff.

The extra responsibility 
did not appear to inhibit 
Buttler, who struck a typically 
blistering 91 not out in a total 
of  342-8 that also featured a 
century from Jason Roy. He 
then led the side from behind 
the stumps in the field as 
England won by 38 runs to go 
2-0 up in a five-match series.

 Buttler previously led 
England during a series win 
in Bangladesh in October 2016 
when Morgan refused to tour 
because of  security concerns. 

Koepka defends US Open title
Agence France-Presse
SOUTHAMPTON, June 18

Brooks Koepka became the 
first player in three decades 
to repeat as US Open 
Champion here Sunday, fir-
ing a gritty final round 68 at 
Shinnecock Hills to beat 
Tommy Fleetwood by one 
stroke.

A year after he marched to 
victory with a 16-under total 
at Erin Hills, Koepka kept 
his nerve on the back nine to 
emerge with a one-over-par 
total of  281. “To go back to 
back, I really can’t even put 
it into words,” said Koepka, 
who was flirting with the cut 
line when he was seven-over 
par during the second round 
on Friday. “We grind- e d 
our tail off  this week 
to come back from 
seven-over and do 
what we did. It was 
pretty special.”

The world No 9 is 
the seventh player to 
win back-to-back US 
Open crowns, and the 
first since Curtis Strange 
in 1988-89. After overpower-
ing the wide-open Erin Hills, 
he kept his nerve through 
four brutal days at 
Shinnecock. “It’s much more 
gratifying the second time,” 
said Koepka, who had bat-
tled a partially torn wrist 
tendon that sidelined him 
nearly four months since his 
major breakthrough last 
year. “I don’t think I could 
have dreamed of  this.”

A day after scores 
soared on the dried out 
greens, the US Golf  
Association admitted 
the course got out of  
hand, adding plenty of  
moisture and some 
slightly more forgiving 
pins. England’s 
12th-ranked Fleetwood 
seized the opportunity to 
match the lowest round 
ever in the US Open with a 

brilliant seven-under 63 for a 
two-over total of  282. 
Fleetwood had stormed into 
the clubhouse with a round 
that included eight birdies, 
putting the pressure on over-
night leaders Koepka, 
Dustin Johnson, Daniel 
Berger and Tony Finau.

Only Koepka met the chal-
lenge. He had broken out of  
the pack with three birdies 
in the first five holes. Koepka 
produced a string of  clutch 
putts on the back 
nine. A 
s i x - f o o t 
birdie at the 
10th gave 
him a two-
stroke lead. 
A tough 
12-foot-

er limited the damage at 11 
to what he called “a great 
bogey” after he hit over the 
green into deep rough and 
from there into a bunker. He 
got up and down for par at 
the 12th, and escaped with a 
par from deep rough at 14 
before giving himself  some 
breathing room with a bird-
ie at the par-five 16th—
where he stuck his 
t h i r d 

shot less than four feet from 
the pin.

By the time Koepka’s 
approach at 18 hit a grand-
stand and bounced off  a clos-
ing bogey was academic. 
Fleetwood could only watch 
it all unfold. But after nearly 
equalling the best ever 
round in a major of  62 he 
was pleased with his day’s 
work. It was the first time 
since 2013 at Merion that no 
one broke par in the US 
Open, and of  the four over-
night leaders, Koepka was 
the only player to shoot an 
under par final round.

World No 1 Johnson saw 
the sure putting touch that 
had propelled him to a 
four-shot halfway lead 
desert him. He birdied the 
72nd for an even par 70 that 

left him alone in third on 
283. Finau with a double 
bogey at the 72nd hole for a 

72 that left him fifth on 
285—one stroke behind 

Masters champion 
Patrick Reed.

Farwest fight back to 
stun Manang 4-2
POST REPORT
LALITPUR, June 18 

Farwest FC rallied twice to 
earn their first win with a 4-2 
success over Manang 
Marshyangdi Club (MMC) in 
their Group ‘D’ match of  the 
Lalit Memorial U-18 Football 
Championship at the Anfa 
Complex in Satdobato on 
Monday. 

The late match of  the day 
saw Himalayan Sherpa Club 
hammer Three Star Club 6-2 
to taste first victory in the 
five-team group, which also 
consists of  Friends Club. 
Following the outcomes, four 
teams in the group--Himala-
yan Sherpa, Three Star, 
Farwest and Friends--have 
four points each while MMC 
are yet to open accounts. 
Himalayan Sherpa, Friends 
and MMC have played two 
matches each while Three 
Star and Farwest have a  
game more. 

In the early kick off, 
Karlosh Barkhariya put MMC 
ahead in the 18th minute but 
Rajiv Chaudhary levelled the 
scores just a minute later. 
MMC retained their the lead 
two minutes before interval 
with a goal from Bijay Karki. 
But Farwest turned the match 
in their favour scoring three 
more goals after resumption. 
Kiran Bohara restored the 
parity for Farwest in the 78th 
minute before Bijay Chhetri 
made it 3-2 in the 80th. Nabin 
Bhattarai sealed the victory 
with fourth goal for Farwest 
in the 86th minute. 

Himalayan Sherpa rode of  
a five-goal haul from Sanjay 
Dhimal in their comprehen-
sive win over Three Star. 
Sanjay struck in the fifth, 
50th, 52nd, 64th, and 68th min-
utes. Anil Ale Magar was also 

on target for the Sherpas in 
the 74th minute. Nirajan 
Maharjan netted in the 18th 
and Jenish Prajapati in the 
46th minute for Three Star. 

Himalayan Sherpa assistant 
coach Bijendra Pudasaini 
said that their offensive 
approach paid rich dividend, 
especially after the interval. 

Djokovic calls Murray 
to get mentally strong

Agence France-Presse
LONDON, June 18

Novak Djokovic has warned 
Andy Murray he must con-
quer his mental demons 
before rediscovering his best 
form as the former 
Wimbledon champion returns 
from almost a year on the 
sidelines.

Finally recovered after hip 
surgery in January, Murray 
will play his first competitive 
match for 11 months when the 
Scot takes on Nick Kyrgios in 
the Queen’s Club first round 
next week. Murray’s fitness 
problems, which flared up at 
last year’s Wimbledon and 
featured several aborted 
comeback attempts, have 
stuck a chord with his old 
friend Djokovic.

The Serb was hampered by 
an elbow injury for much of  
last year and has struggled 
since returning after surgery. 
Djokovic admits he has found 

it hard to feel confident on the 
court as he battles fears about 
the injury returning. And, 
speaking at Queen’s on 
Sunday, the 31-year-old told 
former world No 1 Murray 
not to expect an instant 
return to former glories.

“I’ve faced this major inju-
ry issue myself. You feel the 
consequences mentally more 
than physically,” Djokovic 
said. “I never knew it would 
take so long to feel comforta-
ble with my game. He has 
been absent for longer than 
me. With hips I don’t know 
how tough it is to move 
around but I think the biggest 
challenge will be mental... If  
you don’t have mental clarity 
it is very difficult to play.”

Murray has three Grand 
Slam titles to his name, 
including two at Wimbledon, 
but he has already acknowl-
edged it will be tough to 
recapture that form after so 
long on the treatment table. It 

is a feeling Djokovic can 
empathise with after the 
12-time major winner’s trou-
bled 2018. Djokovic is a lowly 
21st in the ATP rankings and 
his wretched run continued 
with an embarrassing French 
Open quarter-final defeat 
against Italian Marco 
Cecchinato. He hasn’t earned 
a major title since competing 
his career Grand Slam by 
winning 2016 French Open.

Djokovic has failed to reach 
the semi-finals in any of  his 
last five Grand Slams, prompt-
ing him to play Queen’s for 
the first time since 2010 in a 
bid to get grass practice 
before Wimbledon next 
month. Dealing with the 
reduced status of  a fallen 
champion is another problem 
Murray must learn to handle 
according to Djokovic, who 
has known the Scot since the 
pair were aspiring 12-year-
olds dreaming of  Grand Slam 
glory.

Proteas call 
up spinners 
Maharaj, 
Shamsi
Agence France-Presse
JOHANNESBURG, June 18

Spin rivals Tabraiz Shamsi 
and Keshav Maharaj were 
both included on Monday in 
South Africa’s squad for a 
five-match one-day interna-
tional (ODI) series in Sri 
Lanka starting next month.

But there was no place for 
fast bowlers Dale Steyn and 
Vernon Philander, although 
selection convener Linda 
Zondi said both could be con-
tenders for a place in South 
Africa’s squad for Cricket 
World Cup in England next 
year. “We are looking to 
broaden our talent pool,” 
said Zondi. “Conditions in 
England are likely to be very 
different from those in Sri 
Lanka. We will be trying a 
lot of  combinations before 
the World Cup.” Imran Tahir, 
South Africa’s leading one-
day spinner, was not includ-
ed for the Sri Lanka series 
but Zondi said this was 
because the selectors wanted 
to see left-arm wrist spinner 
Shamsi and orthodox 
left-armer Maharaj in action 
“so that we can get a clearer 
picture as to who our sec-
ond-best spinner is.”

Both Shamsi and Test reg-
ular Maharaj were named 
last week in South Africa’s 
squad for two Test matches, 
which will precede the one-
day series. The ODI squad 
includes opening batsman 
Reeza Hendricks and fast 
bowler Junior Dala, who 
have both played in Twenty20 
internationals but not  
in ODIs. 

lalit memorial U-18 football

n Sanjay Dhimal of Himalayan Sherpa Club celebrates after scoring a 
goal against Three Star Club during their Lalit Memorial U-18 Football 
Championship in Satdobato on Monday.  � Photo Courtesy:Anfa 

n England’s Eoin Morgan during a training session at the Trent Bridge, Nottingham, on Monday. � Reuters

n Brooks Koepka celebrates with the US Open 
Championship trophy at Shinnecock Hills Golf 
Club in Southampton, New York, on Sunday.� AFP/Rss

Squad
Faf du Plessis (capt), Hashim Amla, 
Junior Dala, Quinton de Kock (wkt), 
JP Duminy, Reeza Hendricks, 
Heinrich Klaasen (wkt), Keshav 
Maharaj, Aiden Markram, David 
Miller, Wiaan Mulder, Lungi Ngidi, 
Andile Phehlukwayo, Kagiso Rabada, 
Tabraiz Shamsi

n Novak Djokovicn Andy Murray



Audi boss arrested in diesel probe Page II  Audi chief executive Rupert Stadler has been arrested in connection with parent company Volkswagen’s ‘dieselgate’ emissions 
cheating scandal, German prosecutors said Monday.

Ins ide
Last of the Jayer 
wine sold for 
30m euros
The last batch of  late 
legendary winemaker 
Henri Jayer’s 
Burgundies—which 
include some of  the 
world’s most expensive 
wines—was sold for a 
mouth-watering 30 mil-
lion euros ($35 million) 
in Geneva on Sunday, 
well in excess of  the esti-
mated price. In all, 1,064 
bottles went under the 
hammer at the Baghera 
Wines auction at a gour-
met restaurant in 
Geneva. They included 
Cros-Parantoux Vosne-
Romanee Premier Cru, 
which ranks among the 
world’s priciest wines. 
“Everything was sold 
and each one of  the  
lots was extremely  
well bid” in an auction 
that lasted six and  
a half  hours, said  
Emilie Drouin, spokes-
woman for the Baghera 
Wines auction house. 
The 855 standard bottles 
and 209 magnums,  
dating from between 
1970 and 2001, were  
from the personal wine 
cellar of  the man broad-
ly considered the  
king of  the Pinot Noir 
variety of  grape.� Pg: II

E-scooters  
struggle to make 
mark in Nepal
Despite rising oil prices, 
benefits to the environ-
ment and tax subsidies, 
buyers are showing little 
interest in buying elec-
tric scooters, dealers 
said. “The government 
provides a 20 percent 
discount on the import 
duty and 10 percent dis-
count on VAT, but cus-
tomers are reluctant to 
buy battery-operated 
scooters as they think 
their performance is 
poor,” said Shyam S 
Sapkota, business head 
of  Fair Auto, the author-
ized distributor for 
Terra Motors in Nepal. 
He added that e-scooter 
sales had swelled com-
pared to the past, but 
they were lower than 
expected. An electric 
scooter is operated by an 
electric motor and 
rechargeable battery, 
and has zero emission. 
“The cost of  servicing, 
maintenance, mobil  
and spare parts is also 
lower besides its lower 
impact on the environ-
ment,” said Maaz 
Ashraf, marketing and 
communication manag-
er of  Eco Infinity, the 
authorized distributor 
of  NIU e-scooters in the 
country. “E-scooters can 
deliver good perfor-
mance and mileage on 
the roads of  Nepal. 
NIU’s e-scooters  
give 70 km mileage on 
average.” � Pg: IV

Tuesday, June 19, 2018 (05-03-2075) kathmandupost.ekantipur.com

moneymoney
finance&economyfinance&economy

kathmandupostthe
cross currency

US Dollar	 109.08

Euro	 126.72

Pound Sterling	 144.56

Japanese Yen	 9.88

Chinese Yuan	 16.94

Qatari Riyal	 29.96

Australian Dollar	 81.21

Malaysian Ringit	 27.29

Saudi Arab Riyal	 29.09How to read the table
The chart shows the rates of nine world currencies. Move across the table to find rates of exchange between any two 
currencies. One unit of the currency mentioned horizontally is worth that amount in the currency mentioned vertically.

	 USD	 EUR	 JPY	 GBP	 CHF	 CAD	 AUD	 INR	 NR

NR	 109.0800	 126.7200	 0.9880	 144.5600	 109.5900	 82.7800	 81.2100	 1.6015	

INR	 67.6600	 79.9940	 0.6146	 90.7730	 68.7460	 52.1987	 51.1230		  0.6244

GBP	 0.7448	 0.8805	 0.0068		  0.7568	 0.5745	 0.5623	 0.0110	 0.0069

JPY	 110.0000	 130.0500		  147.0588	 111.8100	 84.8500	 83.0600	 1.6271	 1.0142

EUR	 0.8457		  0.0077	 1.1357	 0.8594	 0.6524	 0.6385	 0.0125	 0.0079

USD		  1.1825	 0.0091	 1.3426	 1.0164	 0.7715	 0.7550	 0.0148	 0.0092

F ORE   X

Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank

bordeaux wine festival

n A vessel replica of a 18th century British fregata, “Etoile du Roy” passes the Cite du Vin and leaves the Port de la Lune harbour in Bordeaux, western France on Monday,  
as it was part of the Tall Ships Regatta during the 10th edition of the biennial Bordeaux Wine Festival. Some thirty old sailing ships from Russia, Spain, Netherlands, Portugal 
attended the Tall Ships Regatta from June 14, 2018 to June 18, 2018 which this year was coupled with the Bordeaux Wine Festival. � AFP/rss
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BIBEK SUBEDI
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18 

The Nepal Electricity 
Authority (NEA) has slashed 
energy imports from India as 
domestic hydropower pro-
jects have increased their 
output following a rise in the 
water levels in the various 
rivers where the power 
plants are located. 

Imports have been reduced 
by 20 percent, the state-
owned power utility said. 
Nepal has been importing 
500 MW of  electricity from 
India during peak hours. 

Until a month ago, the 
NEA was importing up to 501 
MW from India via various 
cross-border transmission 
lines during peak hours. 
Average imports amount to 
323 MW. Currently, power 

imports stand at 406 MW 
during peak hours and 236 
MW at other times. The NEA 
said it expected to decrease 
electricity imports from 
India further as power gener-
ation by domestic hydropow-
er plants is expected to rise. 

Continuous rain with the 
beginning of  the monsoon 
has increased the water level 
in the rivers, increasing elec-
tricity generation by around 
30 percent compared to a 
month ago. Currently, domes-
tic plants are generating 745 
MW of  electricity, up 171 MW 
from a month ago, according 
to NEA statistics. Domestic 
hydropower stations were 
producing 574 MW as of  mid-
May.

NEA-owned hydroelectric 
projects are generating up to 
406 MW, up from 363 MW in 

mid-May. Similarly, private 
developers have boosted out-
put by 128 MW to 339 MW. In 
mid-May, power plants 
owned by private developers 
were producing only 211 MW 
of  electricity. 

The power utility said 
electricity generation by 
domestic power plants would 
increase further with the 
monsoon gaining strength in 
the coming days. “Within a 
month we will be generating 
electricity equivalent to our 

installed capacity,” said 
Prabal Adhikari, spokesper-
son for the NEA. The total 
installed capacity of  domes-
tic power projects stands at 
1,018 MW with NEA owned 
projects producing 507 MW 

and privately owned plants 
generating 511 MW.  

All the hydroelectric pro-
jects in the country except 
Kulekhani 1 and 2 are run-of-
the-river types, and their 
generation increases with a 
rise in the water level in the 

rivers. Similarly, the output 
drops with a drop in the 
water level in the rivers 
where the hydropower plants 
are located. 

After energy generation 
plunged almost 60 percent 
due to a fall in the water 
level in most rivers, the NEA 
had to rely heavily on elec-
tricity imported from India 
to keep the Kathmandu 
Valley free from power cuts 
and minimize outages in the 
rest of  the country. The 
power utility imports elec-
tricity from India from more 
than a dozen cross-border 
transmission lines. 

The NEA said it would 
keep decreasing imports 
from India as domestic gen-
eration is expected to 
increase further in the  
coming days. 

NEA cuts power imports as domestic output rises
r i s e  i n  t h e  wat e r  l ev e l s

Nepal, Japan sign pact 
for 14 weekly flights

SANGAM PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18

Nepal and Japan on Monday 
revised their bilateral air ser-
vices agreement (ASA), 
increasing the number of  
flights seven-fold from twice 
weekly to 14 weekly flights 
with any type of  aircraft on a 
reciprocal basis. 

As per the old ASA signed 
on February 17, 1993, airlines 
were permitted to operate 400 
weekly seats or two weekly 
flights out of  a single airport. 
The deal followed negotia-
tions lasting nearly 12 hours.

Nepali carriers are now 
allowed to fly to any airport in 
Japan, except Tokyo 
International Airport, com-
monly known as Haneda 
Airport, Tourism Ministry 

Secretary Krishna Prasad 
Devkota told the Post over the 
phone from Tokyo. 

“Due to traffic congestion 
at Haneda Airport, Japan said 
it was difficult for them to 
allocate a slot,” he said. “But 
we have many options. We can 
operate from Narita 
International Airport.” 
Haneda Airport, the busiest 
airport in Japan in terms of  
passenger traffic, is the fifth 
busiest airport in the world. 
Haneda is more desirable 
because it is just 15 km from 
Tokyo, compared to some 65 
km for Narita International 
Airport. 

The Japanese government 
also appeared flexible on fifth 
freedom traffic rights. 
According to Pramod Nepal, 
under-secretary of  the minis-

try, Nepali carriers can oper-
ate three flights out of  the 
allocated 14 weekly flights 
under fifth freedom traffic 
rights. For example, a Nepali 
carrier can land in Hong Kong 
or airports in other countries 
and pick up passengers and 
fly on to Japan.  

Similarly, Nepali carriers 
can operate two weekly flights 
from Japan to beyond air-
ports. For example, a Nepali 
airline can land at any desig-
nated airport in Japan and fly 
to any airport in the world 
from there. 

The move to amend the 
25-year-old ASA follows the 
national flag carrier’s plan to 
spread its wings to Japan. 
Nepal Airlines wants to start 
services to Japan after receiv-
ing two long-range Airbus 

A330 jets, one of  which is due 
to be delivered on June 27. 
NAC appointed ground han-
dling service providers at 
Kansai International Airport 
in Osaka before the ASA was 
revised. 

NAC recently said that 
under the old ASA, they had 
no option other than to land at 
Osaka. However, with 
Monday’s development, the 
national flag carrier can fly to 
Narita International Airport 
and other airports in Japan. 
Nepal Airlines is expected to 
re-launch flights to the land of  
the rising sun this year after a 
10-year break. 

Apart from Nepal Airlines, 
several private carriers like 
Buddha Air have plans to 
serve Japan to bring high-end 
tourists to Nepal in the near 

future. After Nepal and Japan 
signed the ASA in 1993, the 
national flag carrier launched 
its Japan service in 1994, fly-
ing to Osaka via Shanghai, 
China. In 2007, it was forced to 
suspend the route due to lack 
of  aircraft.

A Nepal Air Traffic 
Analysis conducted by Airbus 
in 2015 forecasts a traffic 
growth of  77 percent in five 
years from nearly 48,000 one-
way travellers from Japan to 
Nepal. Narita International 
Airport and Kansai 
International Airport account 
for 68 percent of  the traffic 
from Japan to Nepal. The 
country received 27,326 
Japanese tourists last year.

According to the Ministry 
of  Foreign Affairs, the num-
ber of  Nepalis living in Japan 
has swelled to more than 
60,000 compared to only 31,531 
at the end of  2013. The Nepali 
community is the fifth largest 
foreign community in Japan. 
As the 2020 Olympic Games 
approach, Japan will be an 
attractive destination for 
Nepalis, with the number of  
Nepalis in Japan likely to 
grow substantially in the com-
ing years, the ministry said. 

Every year, over 10,000 
Nepali students go to Japan to 
pursue higher studies and 
learn the Japanese language. 
Japan is the second most  
preferred destination for 
Nepali students looking to 
study abroad, the ministry 
said. Since 1963, Nepal has 
signed bilateral ASAs with 38 
countries. 

Milk holiday 
declared amid 
excess supply

POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18 

The country witnessed a milk 
holiday after almost nine 
years as dairies stopped buy-
ing milk from farmers amid a 
supply glut. Farmers in vari-
ous districts across the coun-
try were distressed with dair-
ies declining to purchase 
their products. 

Milk production in Parbat 
has swelled with an increase 
in the number of  commercial 
farmers. However, a sharp 
decline in milk demand in the 
market was observed due to 
which cooperatives running 
dairy plants have declared a 
milk holiday. 

Kaligandaki Cooperative 
in Kushma-5, Badagaun, 
which sold 800 litres of  milk 
daily last year, has slashed 
production. According to 
Krishna Prasad Acharya, 
manager of  the cooperative, 
they stopped collecting milk 
from once place following a 
fall in demand and also gave a 
three-day milk holiday last 
week. They used to collect 
milk from four different plac-
es. Likewise, Ramesh 
Sharma, operator of  Gramin 
Bikash Krishi Cooperative in 
Kushma, said they used to 
sell 300 litres of  milk this 
time last year. Now the coop-
erative has reduced sales. 
Other dairy operators who 
have been engaged in the sec-
tor for a decade said that 
demand for milk had 
decreased sharply.   

Farmers in Morang dis-
trict have also been hit by a 
milk holiday after supply 
exceeded demand, as per the 
Ministry of  Agriculture, 
Land Management and 
Cooperatives of  Province 1. A 
milk holiday has been 
declared in the district after 
production exceeded demand, 
said Ashok Kumar Singh, 
chief  officer at the livestock 

department at the ministry. 
The district produces 

80,000 litres of  milk daily, but 
demand is lower than that. 
While a project run by Dairy 
Development Corporation is 
purchasing 47,000 litres of  
milk produced in the district, 
the market is not secure for 
the other producers. 

Last week, farmers in 
Sharnamati, Jhapa dumped 
their milk on the road as a 
sign of  protest after NMC 
Dairy of  Mechinagar, Jhapa 
did not purchase their prod-
ucts. 

The farmers started rear-
ing cows with the help of  
NMC Dairy operated  
by Nepal Multipurpose 
Cooperative of  Mechinagar. 
With the dairy declining to 
purchase the milk, the farm-
ers are in a fix. They  
complained that the dairy 
has not purchased their milk 
for a month. 

Although there is no milk 
holiday in Ilam, farmers com-
plained that they were not 
getting a good price for their 
milk. Demand is high in Ilam 
will many milk related indus-
tries operating in the district. 
According to the district cot-
tage and small scale industry 
development committee, reg-
istrations of  firms related to 
milk has been swelling. 
Currently, 102 dairy plants, 22 
lollipop factories, 11 cheese 
factories and 63 cow and live-
stock rearing firms have been 
registered.

However, the farmers are 
not happy with the prices 
they are getting for their 
products. “We have to pay 
Rs50,000 to Rs150,000 for a 
cow,” said Pramod Bhandary 
a farmer, adding that the low 
price of  milk had been hurt-
ing them.

(With inputs from 
Aagandhar Tiwari, Biplav 

Bhattarai and  
Dev Narayan Shah) 

The deal allows Nepali carriers to fly to any airport in Japan, except Haneda Airport

n Officials from Japan and Nepal during the air service agreement signing ceremony in Tokyo, Japan on Monday. 

Electricity supply status
Supply	 Mid-May 2018	 Mid-June 2018
Electricity from NEA projects	 363 MW	 406 MW
Electricity from private projects	 211 MW	 339 MW
Imports from India	 501 MW	 406 MW
Total peak demand	 1285 MW	 1162 MW

n A general view of Upper Marsyangdi A Hydropower Plant in Lamjung.
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exotic car show

n People visit the 2018 Yorkville Exotic Car Show on Bloor Street in Toronto, Canada, on Sunday. With over 110 classic and exotic cars, this 
annual event kicked off on Sunday. � Xinhua

South32 to take 
over Canada’s 
Arizona Mining
SYDNEY: Mining giant 
BHP’s spin-off  South32 
is set to buy the remain-
der of  Canada’s 
Arizona Mining for 
US$1.3 billion to capital-
ise on “one of  the most 
exciting base metal pro-
jects in the industry”. 
South32—which has 
aluminium, manganese, 
silver and selected coal 
and nickel assets—
already owns 17 percent 
of  the Canadian miner-
al exploration and 
development firm and 
is seeking to tap into its 
Hermosa Project. The 
project in Santa Cruz 
County, Arizona, has 
deposits of  zinc, lead, 
silver and manganese. 
“Our all cash offer for 
Arizona Mining will 
allow us to optimise the 
design and development 
of  one of  the most 
exciting base metal pro-
jects in the industry,” 
South32 chief  executive 
Graham Kerr said in a 
statement. (AFP)

Google to invest 
$550 million 
in JD.com
BEIJING: Google will 
invest more than half  a 
billion dollars in 
China’s second-largest 
e-commerce company 
JD.com as part of  a 
move to expand retail 
services around the 
world, the companies 
said Monday. The 
announcement comes 
as US giant is pushing 
Google Shopping, a plat-
form allowing custom-
ers to compare prices 
between different sell-
ers, which poses a chal-
lenge to Amazon. The 
firms will marry JD’s 
supply chain and logis-
tics experience with 
Google technology to 
create “next genera-
tion” personalised 
retail in regions includ-
ing Southeast Asia, the 
US and Europe, the 
joint statement said. 
“This partnership with 
Google opens up a 
broad range of  possibil-
ities to offer a superior 
retail experience to con-
sumers throughout the 
world,” JD.com’s chief  
strategy officer 
Jianwen Liao said. (AFP)

US imports 
push Japan into 
trade deficit 
TOKYO: Imports of  US 
aircraft helped push 
Japan to a trade deficit 
in May, official data 
showed Monday, but 
experts said it was a 
temporary effect not 
linked to ongoing trade 
tensions. Japan’s 
imports rose 14.0 per-
cent in May from a year 
earlier, according to 
finance ministry data. 
Exports also enjoyed an 
8.0 percent rise but the 
overall effect was a net 
deficit of  578.3 billion 
yen ($5 billion). The 
deficit was nearly three 
times the size of  the fig-
ure last year and came 
after two consecutive 
months of  surplus. 
“The deficit came from 
a surge in imports from 
the United States,” said 
Takeshi Minami, chief  
economist at the 
Norinchukin Research 
Institute, noting a  
quadrupling of   
Japan’s purchases of  
US aircraft.  (AFP)

news digest

REUTERS
PARIS, JUNE 18

Boeing has reorganised its sales 
operations as part of  a push into 
services that has helped it take a 
lead over rival jet maker Airbus 
this year.

Boeing set up a standalone divi-
sion in 2017 to build a $50 billion 
business in services for civil and 
defence aircraft. These can 
include repairs, crew rostering, 
parts and even wind forecasts. It 
previously offered fewer, more 
dispersed services.

Now sales of  jetliner services 
have been brought under the 
same umbrella as plane sales, 
headed by senior vice president 
Ihssane Mounir, Boeing Co’s over-
all commercial sales chief.

The previously unreported 
move, which started late last year, 
is designed to increase the num-

ber of  deals and boost profits as it 
will make it easier for Boeing to 
sell high-margin services at the 
same time as it sells planes.

The change comes as airlines 
try to keep a lid on costs by plan-
ning jet purchases and long-term 
operations together.

“We approach the campaigns in 
a much more comprehensive way 
than we have ever done before,” 
said Mounir, whose role was 
expanded to include responsibili-
ty for jetliner-related services 
across the group.

“So the price and inherent 
capability of  the airplane are just 
one thing that we are bringing to 
the table. I’m not going to go 
beyond that, or I will be divulging 
the secret sauce.”

Airbus and Boeing dominate 
the jet market, worth $5 trillion 
over 20 years. Airbus is also 
developing services but has not 

brought sales together yet—
though it may do so in future.

Boeing officials say recent 

sales wins for Boeing’s 787 plane 
over Airbus’ A330neo have 
involved “multiple plays” of  

which coupling jets and services 
can be one element.

Mounir’s 600-strong sales team 
has won orders for 376 planes, or 
70 percent of  new commercial jet 
orders this year. Airbus has the 
rest of  the main market with 161 
planes.

Analysts say success for the 787 
and a potential new mid-market 
Boeing jet depends in part on 
clipping the wings of  the latest 
version of  Airbus’ older competi-
tor, the A330.

European industry sources say 
Boeing slashed 787 prices to “kill” 
the A330.

Mounir, 46, who was promoted 
to one of  the industry’s most 
daunting jobs in October 2016, 
denied this.

“It has not been a price game 
(or) a price strategy,” Mounir said 
when asked about the claim, add-
ing multiple factors including 

improved reliability had boosted 
the 787. “I am not out to kill any-
thing; I am out to serve our cus-
tomers ... I don’t wake up one day 
and say I am going to go and kill 
that product.”

Though Mounir will oversee 
certain services sales, income 
will still be reported under the 
Boeing Global Services unit.

Boeing has also sharpened its 
sales offensive by deploying both 
Mounir and Commercial 
Airplanes CEO Kevin McAllister, 
a former General Electric execu-
tive steeped in analytics.

The double-act attended a 
Sydney airline gathering last 
week and held back-to back meet-
ings with airlines and lessors. 
Their Airbus counterparts 
appeared a less comfortable tan-
dem, several delegates said.

“Between the two of  us we are 
at the forefront of  the battle...but 

in the backshop we have people 
who are really good,” said 
Mounir, speaking in his first 
in-depth interview since taking 
charge of  Boeing jet sales.

Born in Morocco, Mounir left 
for the United States at 17 and 
studied and taught aerospace 
engineering in Kansas before 
joining Boeing as an aerodynami-
cist. Analysts say one of  Mounir’s 
challenges is to keep the smaller 
single-aisle 737 thriving as a main 
source of  profits. Airbus leads 
that crucial segment with the 
hot-selling A321neo.

Boeing launched the 737 MAX 
10 at last year’s Paris Airshow to 
catch up. Around half  the initial 
sales came at the expense of  
existing 737 variants, however.

Mounir said the 737 sales were 
on track and deflected questions 
about whether Boeing was ready 
to increase output.

Boeing creates one-stop shop for jets and services in Airbus battle
n ew st rat egy

n A Boeing worker is pictured in the wing system installation area at their 
factory in Renton, Washington, US.   � REUTERS

Audi boss 
arrested in 
diesel probe
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
FRANKFURT, JUNE 18

Audi chief  executive Rupert 
Stadler has been arrested in 
connection with parent com-
pany Volkswagen’s “diesel-
gate” emissions cheating 
scandal, German prosecutors 
said Monday.

The dramatic development 
comes a week after Munich 
prosecutors raided Stadler’s 
home after charging him 
with fraud and the falsifica-
tion of  documents that 
allowed diesel vehicles 
equipped with cheating soft-
ware to be sold to European 
customers. Prosecutors said 
the arrest was justified 
because of  the “risk of  con-
cealment of  evidence”. Audi 
confirmed the arrest to AFP, 
declining to give further 
details. “For Mr Stadler, the 
presumption of  innocence 
continues to apply,” a spokes-
man said in a statement.

Stadler’s arrest is the most 
high-profile yet in the diesel-
gate crisis, which started 
when the Volkswagen group 
admitted in 2015 to equipping 
some 11 million diesels world-
wide with “defeat devices” 
designed to dupe pollution 
tests. VW’s luxury subsidiary 
Audi has long faced suspi-
cions that its engineers devel-
oped the software used in the 
scam.

Audi’s former head of  

engine development was 
taken into custody in 
September 2017.

German authorities earlier 
this month ordered the recall 
of  some 60,000 Audi A6 and 
A7 cars across Europe to 
remove illegal emissions  
control software, using a dif-
ferent technique however 
than the one at the heart of  
dieselgate. Former VW chief  
executive Martin Winterkorn 
stepped down soon after the 
scandal broke in September 
2015, while successor 
Matthias Mueller was hastily 
replaced earlier this year.

Both are suspected of  
knowing earlier than they 
have so far admitted about 
the cheating, meaning they 
may have failed in their duty 
to inform investors in the car 
giant about the financial 
risks.

Last of the Jayer wine 
sold for 30m euros
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GENEVA, JUNE 18 

The last batch of  late legend-
ary winemaker Henri Jayer’s 
Burgundies—which include 
some of  the world’s most 
expensive wines—was sold 
for a mouth-watering 30 mil-
lion euros ($35 million) in 
Geneva on Sunday, well in 
excess of  the estimated price.

In all, 1,064 bottles went 
under the hammer at the 
Baghera Wines auction at a 
gourmet restaurant in 
Geneva. They included Cros-
Parantoux Vosne-Romanee 
Premier Cru, which ranks 
among the world’s priciest 
wines.

“Everything was sold and 
each one of  the lots was 
extremely well bid” in an auc-
tion that lasted six and a half  
hours, said Emilie Drouin, 
spokeswoman for the Baghera 
Wines auction house.

The 855 standard bottles 
and 209 magnums, dating 
from between 1970 and 2001, 
were from the personal wine 
cellar of  the man broadly con-
sidered the king of  the Pinot 
Noir variety of  grape.

Originally, their estimated 
price had been set at between 
6.7 million and 13 million 
Swiss francs (5.7-11.2 million 
euros). “These bottles and 
magnums from his personal 
reserve were a bit like his 
laboratory... A way to see his 
vintage wines age over the 
years,” his daughters Lydie 
and Dominique Jayer, wrote 
to AFP in an email prior to 
the sale. 

“It was natural for us, since 
we could not drink all of  
these bottles, to offer them up 
for sale so that wine lovers... 

could buy them and drink 
them, in his honour,” they 
said. The daughters were 
present at the auction.

Frenchman Henri Jayer, 
who died in 2006 at the age of  
84, established a name for 
himself  in the 1970s, when 
specialised wine reviews 
ranked his wines among the 
best in the world.

Over the years, he became 
“the emblem of  the Burgundy 
in the eyes of  the public”, 
Swiss wine critic Jacques 
Perrin, who knew Jayer per-
sonally, told AFP.

A Henri Jayer wine has “all 
the grace of  the Pinot, the 
slenderness, the structure, 
the aromatic finesse. He did 
everything to preserve that”, 
he said. Baghera Wines chief  
Michael Ganne agreed.

“The great force of  the 
Henri Jayer wines, when you 
have the chance to taste such 
wine, is really the fruit, 
(which) has just an incredible 
elegance and finesse,” he told 
AFP. It is this quality that has 
made Jayer’s wines some of  
the most sought after in the 

wine world—and brought 
them their sometimes astro-
nomical price tags.

The most expensive lot at 
the auction—a series of  15 
magnums of  Vosne-Romanee 
Cros-Parantoux dating from 
1978 to 2001—has been valued 
at between 280,000 and 480,000 
Swiss francs ($282,000-
$484,000, 237,000-406,000 
euros). Even before the auc-
tion, the original price esti-
mate of  between 6.7 and 13 
million francs had raised eye-
brows in the business.

“I’m not sure it is really 
worth the price,” Perrin had 
said beforehand.

He said the price reflected 
“the speculation effect, which 
is undeniable”, but also “the 
collector effect”, spurred by 
an eagerness to acquire “this 
last vestige of  a heritage, 
almost a relic”. Ganne mean-
while explained that “buyers 
of  this kind of  wine are gen-
erally fairly well-known col-
lectors”, predicting that a 
number of  Asian, American 
and some European wine auc-
tion regulars would show up.

Volvo sets goal of 25pc recycled 
plastics in cars from 2025
REUTERS
OSLO, JUNE 18

At least 25 percent of  the plas-
tics used in new Volvo car 
models from 2025 will be from 
recycled materials, the 
Chinese-owned company said 
on Monday in an anti-pollu-
tion plan praised by the 
United Nations.

Recycled plastics—such as 
from fishing nets or old bot-
tles in car dashboards or car-
pets, would not affect safety or 
quality, Stuart Templar, direc-

tor for sustainability at Volvo 
Cars, told Reuters.

“We think this makes busi-
ness sense,” he said.

Many big companies are 
designing products that can 
be recycled after use to limit 
pollution. Volvo’s plan goes a 
step further by building ever 
more recycled materials into 
its production lines.

“Volvo Cars is committed to 
minimising its global envi-
ronmental footprint,” Håkan 
Samuelsson, president and 
CEO of  Volvo Cars, which is 

owned by China’s Zhejiang 
Geely Holding Group Co Ltd, 
said in a statement.

Volvo said it was in talks 
with plastics producers to 
achieve its “ambition that 
from 2025, at least 25 percent 
of  the plastics used in every 
newly launched Volvo car will 
be made from recycled materi-
al.” Volvo sold 570,000 cars 
last year, with about five per-
cent of  plastics in its cars 
currently made from recycled 
materials.

Volvo unveiled a test model 

of  its XC60 T8 plug-in hybrid 
SUV in Gothenburg, Sweden, 
that it said looks identical to 
the existing car except  
that some of  its plastic parts 
were made from recycled 
materials. 

The carpet, for instance, 
had fibres made from PET 
plastic bottles, old Volvo car 
seats were used in sound-ab-
sorbing material under the 
bonnet and fishing nets and 
ropes were used in the tunnel 
console—between the passen-
ger and driver seats.

China’s tariffs on US oil may 
disrupt $1b monthly business
REUTERS
SINGAPORE, JUNE 18 

China’s threat to impose 
duties on US oil imports will 
hit a business that has soared 
in the last two years, and 
which is now worth almost $1 
billion per month.

In an escalating spat over 
the United States’ trade deficit 
with most of  its major trading 
partners, including China, US 
President Donald Trump said 
last week he was pushing 
ahead with hefty tariffs on $50 
billion of  Chinese imports, 
starting on July 6. 

China said Friday it would 
retaliate by slapping duties on 
several American commodi-
ties, including oil.

Investors expect the spat to 
come at the expense of  US oil 
firms, pulling down the share 
prices of  ExxonMobil and 
Chevron by 1 to 2 percent 
since Friday, while US  
crude oil prices fell by around 
5 percent.

“This escalation of  the 
trade war is dangerous for oil 
prices,” said Stephen Innes, 
head of  trading for Asia/
Pacific at futures brokerage 
OANDA in Singapore.

“Let’s hope cooler heads 
prevail, but I’m not overly 
optimistic,” he added.

The dispute between the 
United States and China 
comes at a pivotal time for oil 
markets.

Following a year and a half  
of  voluntary supply cuts led 
by the Middle East-dominated 

Organization of  the 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (Opec), as well as 
the non-Opec producer 
Russia, oil markets have tight-
ened, pushing up prices.

The potential drop-off  in 
American oil exports to China 
would benefit other produc-
ers, especially from Opec and 
Russia.

The Opec kingpin Saudi 
Arabia and Russia indicated 
on Friday they would loosen 
their supply restraint and 
were starting to raise exports.

A cut in Chinese purchases 
of  US oil may also benefit 
Iran’s sales, which 
Washington is trying to curb 
with new sanctions it 
announced in May.

“The Chinese may just 
replace some of  the American 
oil with Iranian crude,” said 
John Driscoll, director of  con-
sultancy JTD Energy 
Services.

“China isn’t intimidated by 
the threat of  US sanctions. 
They haven’t been in the past. 
So in this diplomatic spat they 

might just replace US crude 
with Iranian oil. That would 
obviously infuriate Trump,” 
he said.

China’s aggressive riposte 
to Trump took some in the 
industry by surprise.

US crude exports to China 
have been rising sharply, 
thanks to a production surge 
in the past three years that 
was a welcome alternative to 
make up for the cut in sup-
plies from Opec and Russia.

“We’re caught by surprise 
that crude oil is on the list,” 

said an official with a Chinese 
state oil major, asking not to 
be named as he was not 
authorized to speak to media.

“We were actually prepar-
ing to raise imports according 
to an earlier government 
line,” he added, referring to a 
Beijing policy enacted earlier 
this year to help reduce the 
US trade deficit with China.

US oil exports, which have 
been surging thanks to a 
sharp increase in production 
in the past three years, were 
seen as a viable alternative to 
make up for the cut in sup-
plies from Opec and Russia.

Shipping data in Thomson 
Reuters Eikon shows that US 
crude oil shipments to China 
have soared in value recently, 
jumping from just $100 mil-
lion per month in early 2017 to 
almost $1 billion per month 
currently.

The threatened tariff  would 
make US oil more expensive 
versus supplies from other 
regions, including the Middle 
East and Russia, and likely 
disrupt a business that has 
soared recently.

“With Trump’s politics, 
we’re in a world of  re-aligning 
alliances. China will not just 
swallow US tariffs,” said 
Driscoll.

“This is tit-for-tat petrole-
um diplomacy,” he added. 
“The Opec/non-Opec cartel is 
the big beneficiary of  all this 
oil diplomacy, as it will 
squeeze global spare oil capac-
ity and likely push up crude 
prices.”

n Rupert Stadler

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

C. Inton, 17/06/2018

U.S. trade with China
The U.S. and China appear increasingly headed toward open trade conflict a�er several rounds of 
negotiations failed to resolve U.S. complaints over Chinese industrial policies, lack of market access 
in China and a $375 billion U.S. trade deficit.
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n A file photo shows magnums of Vosne-Romanee 1er cru Cros 
Parantoux wine by late famous French winemaker Henri Jayer.�  AFP/rss
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dragon boat festival

n Dragon boat teams gather to attend an opening ceremony of a cultural festival to greet the upcoming Dragon Boat Festival in Zhenyuan County, southwest China’s Guizhou Province, on Sunday.  � Xinhua

Asian markets 
tumble on  
Trump tariffs 
HONG KONG: Fresh fears 
of  a trade war between 
the world’s top two 
economies sent Asia 
markets tumbling on 
Monday after the 
United States and China 
imposed tit-for-tat tar-
iffs on billions of  dol-
lars of  imports. Energy 
firms were among the 
biggest losers as oil 
prices plunged ahead of  
a key OPEC meeting, 
where Saudi Arabia and 
Russia are expected to 
lift a two-year-old pro-
duction cap. Donald 
Trump’s decision to hit 
China with 25 percent 
levies was met with an 
immediate retaliation, 
moving the two closer 
to a trade war that 
could potentially batter 
the global economy.  
The announcement 
came despite weeks  
of  talks between the 
two sides. (AFP)

EU extends 
Crimea  
sanctions again
BRUSSELS: The 
European Union on 
Monday rolled over for 
another year tough 
sanctions imposed over 
Russia’s 2014 annexa-
tion of  Crimea from 
Ukraine. The measures 
prohibit certain exports 
and imports, and ban 
investment and tourism 
services by EU-based 
companies in Crimea. 
“The Council (of  EU 
member states) extend-
ed the restrictive meas-
ures in response to the 
illegal annexation of  
Crimea and Sevastopol 
by Russia until 23 June 
2019,” the bloc said in a 
statement. “Four years 
on from the illegal 
annexation of  the 
Autonomous Republic 
of  Crimea and the  
city of  Sevastopol  
by the Russian 
Federation, the EU  
reiterated that it does 
not recognise and con-
tinues to condemn this 
violation of  interna-
tional law.”  (AFP)

Russians sign 
petition against 
pension age hike
MOSCOW: A Russian 
government proposal to 
hike the state pension 
age to 63 for women and 
65 for men had as of  
Monday seen more than 
1.5 million people sign a 
petition against the 
move. Russian Prime 
Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev proposed the 
highly controversial 
move, which would be 
the first raise to the 
pension age in nearly  
90 years, last week as 
the World Cup kicked 
off  in Moscow. The state 
pension age in Russia is 
the same as it was 
under the Soviet  
Union: 55 for women 
and 60 for men. With 
life expectancy on the 
rise, more than a quar-
ter of  the Russian popu-
lation of  146.9 million is 
now over that age. 
Medvedev called for  
the pension age to be 
gradually increased 
from next year, reach-
ing its targets in 2028 
for men and 2034 for 
women. (AFP)

news digest

REUTERS
SYDNEY, JUNE 18 

After a record 26 years of  unin-
terrupted economic growth, 
Australian workers should be sit-
ting pretty. They aren’t.

Their annual wage increases 
are, by some measures, lagging 
inflation, job security is an issue, 
and at least one survey shows 
their sense of  overall wellbeing is 
at an all-time low.

Many policymakers and main-
stream bank economists puzzle 
over the reasons for all this.

They point to Australia’s tran-
sition to more of  a services econ-
omy, the impact of  disruptive 
technologies, the lack of  produc-
tivity growth, and the increase in 
the number of  part-time and tem-
porary jobs as among reasons.

But some labour experts have a 
better explanation: a plunge in 
trade union membership in 
Australia to less than 15 percent 
of  the workforce now from more 
than 40 percent in 1991, much 
greater than declines in other 

industrialized countries.
They say that has allowed 

employers to dictate the size of  
wage rises without challenge.

“Unionisation has collapsed far 
more violently in Australia than 
virtually anywhere in other 
developed, rich countries,” said 
Josh Bornstein, Melbourne-based 
employment lawyer at Maurice 
Blackburn, who often represents 
workers in litigation.

“Unions have been disempow-
ered and that is bad for wage out-
comes,” he added.

The contrast between stellar 
growth – the nation’s economy 
expanded at a 3.1 percent annual 
rate last quarter to outpace the 
United States, Europe and Japan 
– and the lot of  ordinary 
Australians is a major concern 
for policymakers.

It poses a big political chal-
lenge for Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull who has been 
flagging in polls for more than 
two years now, and who will prob-
ably hold a general election by 
next May.

Average annual compensation 
per employee crawled up by 1.6 
percent last quarter, below the 
inflation rate of  1.9 percent, as 
companies took a large slice of  
the income pie with operating 
profits surging to a record. A sep-
arate measure released in May 
showed the wage price index, 
which follows price changes in a 
fixed basket of  jobs, rose 2.1 per-
cent last quarter.

To be sure, low wage growth is 
a global phenomenon but it was 
exacerbated in the United States 
and Europe by big job losses in 
the 2008/09 financial crisis. By 
contrast, on the back of  commod-
ities demand from China, 
Australia grew through that peri-
od.

The weak wages growth could 
eventually undermine an econo-
my that has done better than 

those of  just about every other 
major nation in the western 
world over the past quarter cen-
tury.

Household spending contrib-
utes 57 percent of  Australia’s 
GDP, and if  people are feeling 
squeezed then it won’t take much 
for them to postpone that pur-
chase of  a big ticket item, such as 
a washing machine or car, hurt-
ing retailers, distributors and 
manufacturers.

Philip Lowe, the governor of  
the nation’s central bank – the 
Reserve Bank of  Australia – says 
structural changes in the labour 
market driven by technology dis-
ruption, leading to the rise of  the 
so called gig or sharing economy 
and increasing numbers of  part-
time and casual jobs – may be 
critical factors.

Australia’s labour productivity 
has not been improving either, he 
noted in a speech last week.

But even Lowe says he is per-
plexed about the causes of  low 
wage growth in economies like 
the United States where the job-

less rate has tumbled.
While the labour unions have 

also lost their mojo in other 
major industrialised countries, 
the extent of  the fall is much 
worse in Australia. In Britain, for 
example, union membership sits 
at about 23 percent of  the work-
force now, down from 37 percent 
in 1991.

A report jointly produced last 
month by Credit Suisse and the 
University of  Queensland’s 
Australian Institute for Business 
and Economics suggested that 
unionisation and wage growth go 
hand in hand.

“Collective wage agreements, 
organised on behalf  of  union 
members, have delivered increas-
es in wages ahead of  the non-un-
ionised employees,” according to 
the study.

For instance, from 1998 to 2008 
collective wage agreements aver-
aged an annual increase of  
almost 4 percent while the total 
labour market only managed 3.6 
percent. The spread was even 
larger for the next ten years 

when the unionised workforce 
gained 3.4 percent versus 2.9 per-
cent for the total pool.

Australian union membership 
has been plunging because of  the 
demise of  traditional manufac-
turing industries that were heavi-
ly unionized, and labour market 
deregulation in the 1990s which 
decentralised wage setting and 
reduced the powers of  unions.

In addition, the millennial gen-
eration unlike some of  their par-
ents has not grown up in an 
atmosphere where joining a 
union was regarded as one of  the 
rites of  passage, and many newer 
employers actively campaign to 
prevent unions from getting a 
foot in the door.

Still, some economists think 
the impact of  weaker unions on 
pay is modest.

Alicia Garcia Herrero, Hong 
Kong-based regional economist 
for French investment bank 
Natixis, says unions are more 
focused on retaining jobs than 
raising wages because of  the hol-
lowing out of  key industries.

Australia labour unions’ slump may be one reason for low wages growth
D i v id  e d  w e  fa l l? 

n Construction workers descend using temporary stairs on a major  
construction site in central Sydney.   � REUTERS

Nepal lands best 
travel booth award
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18

Nepal won the Best Booth 
Operation Award for ‘its out-
standing booth operations 
with the warmest hospitality 
and excellent display’ at the 
Korea World Travel Fair 
(Kotfa) 2018. The four-day 
event concluded on Sunday  
at COEX Convention and 
Exhibition Center in Seoul.

Nepal’s participation at the 
fair was led by Nepal Tourism 
Board (NTB) in coordination 
with five private sector com-
panies: Annapurna Treks and 
Expedition; Appointment 
Travels and Tours; Budget 
Travels and Tours; Pema 
Treks and Expedition and 
Wings Treks and Expedition.

Nepal used the platform to 
communicate fresh updates 
on tourism front and create 
visibility of  Nepal as a  
destination in the Korean 
market, the NTB said in a 
press statement.

Kotfa, the largest interna-
tional travel fair in South 
Korea, is an ideal platform to 
reach out to the target market 
of  Korea. More than 50 coun-
tries and 50 domestic compa-
nies participated at the show 
to promote their destinations 
and products. The fair provid-
ed an opportunity to meet 
with Korean travellers and 

foster mutual relationship 
with local, regional and  
global partners, according to 
the NTB.

South Korea, with 50 per-
cent Buddhist population, is a 
steadily growing market for 
Nepal. Most Koreans view 
Nepal as the birthplace of  
Lord Buddha, a pilgrimage 
destination, spiritually heal-
ing and fulfilling. They usual-
ly visit Lumbini, Pokhara and 
trek in the Annapurna and 
Everest regions. Korean visi-

tors to Nepal are usually high-
end tourists who are educated 
and have spending power.

Nepal and South Korea 
have shared friendly diplo-
matic relations since 1974. 
With more Korean tourists 
visiting Nepal every year, and 
around 26,000 Nepalis living 
in South Korea for employ-
ment, cultural proximity has 
grown in the last decade.

In 2017, Nepal reached a 
milestone with the arrival of  
1 million tourists. In 2017, 

34,301 South Koreans visited 
Nepal--almost double the 
number that visited five  
years ago.

“With the vision of  getting 
2 million tourists in 2020, 
Nepal’s hopes are anchored 
on the growth in tourist arriv-
als from the countries in the 
neighbourhood and region. 
The trend of  regional tourism 
has also been booming  
with dramatic growth of  
Asian low-cost carriers  
that has opened up new routes 
and spurred on the travel 
industry in the continent,” 
the NTB said.

Young Iraqis use  
innovation to make a 
living in oil-rich south
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BASRA, IRAQ, JUNE 18

From a roving cafe to scrap 
metal sculptures, young 
Iraqis unable to tap into the 
country’s oil wealth are hav-
ing to find creative ways to 
make a living.

While their parents gener-
ally went straight into public 
sector jobs after graduation, 
the job market for Iraqi 
youths has become starkly 
different in the post-Saddam 
Hussein era.

In the decade which fol-
lowed the US invasion and the 
dictator’s ouster in 2003, 
authorities continued to 
increase state hirings -- with a 
heavy dose of  nepotism.

But now, as 26-year-old 
Karrar Alaa discovered, there 
are no more guarantees.

Three years ago, he was 
counting on his business 
degree leading to a public sec-
tor job in the southern port 
city of  Basra. But tired of  
waiting, he has turned entre-
preneur. After gathering up 
all of  his savings and borrow-
ing money from relatives, 
Alaa invested in a car and 
transformed it into a coffee 
shop on wheels.

“It’s the first of  its kind in 
Basra. I got the idea from a 
video shot in Europe and 

posted on Facebook,” he told 
AFP. The “Coffee 2 Go” car 
has a giant plastic cup mount-
ed on the roof, while an image 
of  a cup of  cappuccino and 
coffee beans is emblazoned on 
the body. 

An initial investment of  
$20,000 has led to daily earn-
ings of  around 150,000 dinars, 
or $120, from cups of  coffee 
made in a machine installed 
in the car boot. Mashreq 
Jabbar earns similar sums 
from his little bookshop 
squeezed into a corridor of  a 
Basra fashion mall.

“Renting a shop costs $6,000 
a month; I only pay $2,500 for 
my hallway,” said the slim 
26-year-old, as he tidied 
shelves of  school books, 
romantic novels and poetry 
collections. The geology grad-
uate had also hoped to get a 
job as a public official, confi-
dent that his degree would 
make him employable in the 
local oil industry.

But even though the sector 
accounts for 89 percent of  the 
state budget and 99 percent of  
Iraq’s export revenues, it pro-
vides only one percent of  jobs 
as the majority of  posts are 
filled by foreigners.

The lack of  opportunities 
is nationwide; from the capi-
tal Baghdad to second city 
Mosul in the north, and from 

the agricultural east to the 
western desert.

It is not uncommon to find 
engineers working as taxi 
drivers, or sandwich stalls 
manned by literature gradu-
ates in a country of  avid read-
ers. Officially, 10.8 percent of  
Iraqis are jobless, while youth 
unemployment is twice as 
high in a country where 60 
percent of  the population are 
aged under 24.

A mushrooming number of  
private universities -- with 
Baghdad boasting around 30 
-- has made the situation even 
worse among graduates.

The private sector which 
emerged after Saddam’s rule 
has failed to fill the employ-
ment gap, with many young 
Iraqis holding out for the cov-
eted public sector posts.

“The common view is that 
there’s no choice but to work 
in the public sector,” said 
Ahmed Abdel Hassan, an eco-
nomics professor at the 
University of  Basra. “Young 
people who go to work in the 
private sector say it’s a tempo-
rary move before getting a 
post in the public sector,” he 
said. Even Basra’s entrepre-
neurs see the benefits, with 
Alaa noting the social securi-
ty and pension perks, while 
Jabbar pointed to civil serv-
ants’ guaranteed salaries.

korea world travel fair
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
SARASOTA (UNITED STATES), JUNE 18

Along Florida’s sun-splashed 
shorelines, home prices are on 
the rise, developers are busy 
building new complexes, and list-
ings just blocks from the beach 
describe homes that are “not in a 
flood zone,” meaning no flood 
insurance is required.

But experts warn that ignor-
ing sea level rise won’t prevent a 
looming economic crisis caused 
by water-logged homes that will 
someday become unsafe, unin-
habitable and too costly to 
insure. A reality check may 
come sooner than many may 
think, according to a report out 
Monday by the Union of  
Concerned Scientists, which 
finds as many as 64,000 coastal 
residences worth $26 billion in 
Florida are at risk of  chronic 
flooding in the next 30 years, the 
life of  a typical mortgage.

Across the United States, 
311,000 coastal homes with a col-
lective market value of  about 
$120 billion in today’s dollars are 
at risk of  chronic flooding by 
2045, it said. By century’s end, if  
current trends continue, more 
than $1 trillion in commercial 
and private US property may be 
at risk, “with Florida’s coastal 
real estate among the most 
exposed,” said the report.

And it’s not because of  the 
increased risk of  hurricanes or 
storm surge.

Rather, the danger comes from 
flooding due to hide tides—some-
times called sunny day floods, or 
nuisance flooding—when water 
pools into streets, sidewalks, 
storefronts and homes.

“This risk is relatively near 
term, well before places go 
underwater completely, and even 
in the absence of  storms,” said 
Rachel Cleetus, lead economist 
and policy director with the 
Climate and Energy program at 
the UCS. Coastal real estate mar-
kets are not currently factoring 
in these risks, she told AFP.

“But market perceptions can 
shift and they can shift quickly 
in some places,” she added, 
describing a market correction 
as “inevitable.”

The online realty site Zillow 
provided data for the analysis 
but did not take part in the scien-
tific research. The projections 
use a high-end scenario for sea 
level rise because that is an 
“appropriately conservative pro-
jection to use” when estimating 
risk to homes, often people’s 
largest asset, Cleetus said.

Chronic inundation is defined 
in the report as flooding that 
happens at least 26 times a year.

By 2045, rising seas are expect-
ed to bring an extra 1.8 feet (55 
centimeters) of  water along 

Florida’s coast, according to the 
UCS report. By 2100, Florida can 
expect an average of  6.4 extra 
feet of  water—an awful lot given 
that the state’s average elevation 
above sea level is only about six 
feet, with many places three feet 
or below. “This is a slow-moving 
disaster,” said Cleetus.

The low-lying Tampa Bay 
area, Miami and the island chain 
known as The Keys face the most 
peril from sea level rise.

One worry is that insurance 
premiums will rise so much that 
coastal homes become unafforda-
ble for those with fixed or lower 
incomes. Local governments may 
decide to cut power and water to 
flooded neighborhoods.

Many will risk losing their 
largest financial asset—their 
homes. And municipalities will 
forfeit huge amounts of  revenue 
from property taxes.

In Florida alone, the “homes 
at risk by 2100 currently contrib-
ute roughly $5 billion collectively 
in annual property tax revenue,” 
said the report.

The problem of  outdated flood 

maps long predates US President 
Donald Trump, who has called 
global warming a hoax perpe-
trated by the Chinese, quit the 
Paris climate accords and rolled 
back environmental protections 
since taking office.

According to Desiree 
Companion, a certified flood-
plain manager employed by 
Sarasota County, the US govern-
ment-issued flood maps that peo-
ple consult when building or 
buying a home are decades old in 
many places.

During a free seminar at a 
local library this month, she said 
residents often tell her they don’t 
need flood insurance because 
they aren’t in a high-risk zone.

“If  it rains where you are, 
you’d best be getting it,” she told 
the seven people gathered in a 
library meeting room, where 
most of  the 50 seats were empty.

Federal flood maps are based 
on risk of  a “100-year-event,” 
defined as 10 inches (25 centime-
ters) of  rain falling in 24 hours, 
she explained. Last year’s 
Hurricane Harvey dropped 51 
inches over Texas in that amount 
of  time. “Everybody is in a flood 
zone,” she said.

Inaccurate flood risk informa-
tion is just one of  many factors 
fueling the crisis, said Jeffrey 
Huber, an assistant professor in 
the school of  architecture at 
Florida Atlantic University.

“Nowhere is a realtor required 
to actually tell someone that the 
property they are purchasing is 
vulnerable to sea level rise,” he 
told AFP.

“Who is telling them that their 
property is vulnerable if  not a 
realtor? If  not an architect?”

Property crisis looms due to  
sea level rise, experts warn

r i s k o f f lo o d i n g

green tea leaves

n Workers load green tea leaves onto a truck at Goma Devi Tea Estate in Birtamode, Jhapa, on Monday. � POST PHOTO: PARBAT PORTEL 

Nepal Stock Exchange
Singhadurbar Plaza, Kathmandu 

June 18, 2018

1	 Agriculture Dev Bank Ltd	 320	 310	 320	 6878
2	 Api Power Co Ltd	 307	 295	 307	 1394
3	 Arun Kabeli Power Ltd	 291	 281	 291	 603
4	 Arun Valley Hydropower Dev Co Ltd	 163	 161	 163	 72
5	 Asian Life Insurance Co Ltd	 694	 674	 690	 1863
6	 Bank of Kathmandu Ltd	 323	 310	 317	 5328
7	 Barun Hydropower Co Ltd	 153	 153	 153	 20
8	 Bottlers Nepal (Terai) Ltd	 5920	 5920	 5920	 10
9	 Butwal Power Co Ltd	 444	 434	 442	 1450
10	 Central Finance Co Ltd	 116	 113	 116	 1634
11	 Century Commercial Bank Ltd	 172	 167	 170	 7231
12	 Chhimek Laghubitta Bikas Bank Ltd	 910	 910	 910	 214
13	 Chilime Hydropower Co Ltd	 768	 747	 768	 2481
14	 Citizen Bank International Ltd	 245	 239	 245	 6526
15	 Citizen Investment Trust	 2585	 2521	 2585	 568
16	 Citizens Mutual Fund -1	 9.42	 9.42	 9.42	 500
17	 Civil Bank Ltd	 152	 146	 152	 14636
18	 Civil Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 773	 741	 773	 166
19	 Deprosc Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 777	 772	 777	 762
20	 Deva Bikas Bank Ltd	 135	 130	 135	 685
21	 Dibyashwori Hydropower Ltd	 113	 111	 113	 320
22	 Everest Bank Ltd	 680	 667	 676	 5245
23	 Everest Bank Ltd Con. Pref.	 580	 580	 580	 10
24	 Everest Insurance Co Ltd	 1365	 1355	 1365	 49
25	 Excel Dev Bank Ltd	 323	 323	 323	 50
26	 First Micro Finance Dev Bank Ltd	 565	 543	 565	 6579
27	 Forward Community Microfinance Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 2279	 2192	 2279	 602
28	 Gandaki Bikas Bank Ltd	 197	 191	 194	 2790
29	 Garima Bikas Bank Ltd	 186	 179	 186	 1914
30	 Global IME Bank Ltd	 296	 290	 296	 7305
31	 Global IME Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 1188	 1165	 1188	 317
32	 Global IME Samunnat Scheme-1	 8.65	 8.65	 8.65	 1000
33	 Goodwill Finance Co Ltd	 122	 120	 122	 674
34	 Grameen Bikas Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 650	 631	 637	 10805
35	 Gurans Life Insurance Co Ltd	 900	 873	 900	 2291
36	 Gurkhas Finance Ltd	 111	 111	 111	 100
37	 Hathway Finance Co Ltd	 129	 129	 129	 170
38	 Himalayan Bank Ltd	 558	 547	 553	 375
39	 Himalayan General Insurance Co Ltd	 465	 450	 465	 3686
40	 Himalayan Power Partner Ltd	 306	 294	 306	 460
41	 ICFC Finance Ltd	 176	 176	 176	 1000
42	 IME General Insurance Ltd	 914	 878	 914	 610
43	 Jalabidyut Lagani tatha Bikas Co Ltd	 158	 155	 158	 3411
44	 Janaki Finance Ltd	 168	 165	 168	 494
45	 Janata Bank Nepal Ltd	 159	 153	 158	 10787
46	 Janautthan Samudayic Laghubitta Bikas Bank Ltd	 3000	 2961	 2961	 26
47	 Jebils Finance Ltd	 100	 100	 100	 1232
48	 Jyoti Bikas Bank Ltd	 138	 134	 138	 3368
49	 Kailash Bikas Bank Ltd	 230	 228	 228	 700
50	 Kalika Microcredit Dev Bank Ltd	 1361	 1306	 1361	 993
51	 Kamana Sewa Bikas Bank Ltd	 156	 154	 156	 11019
52	 Kankai Bikas Bank Ltd	 128	 127	 127	 48
53	 Karnali Dev Bank Ltd	 113	 111	 111	 493
54	 Khanikhola Hydropower Co Ltd	 112	 110	 110	 210
55	 Kisan Microfinance Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 1700	 1700	 1700	 50
56	 Kumari Bank Ltd	 213	 209	 213	 10032
57	 Laxmi Bank Ltd	 269	 255	 263	 5090
58	 Laxmi Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 1150	 1100	 1150	 678
59	 Life Insurance Co Nepal	 1665	 1640	 1642	 267
60	 Lumbini Bikas Bank Ltd	 148	 146	 148	 1524
61	 Lumbini General Insurance Co Ltd	 570	 547	 570	 4730
62	 Machhapuchhre Bank Ltd	 213	 210	 212	 2595
63	 Mahalaxmi Bikas Bank Ltd	 168	 165	 167	 540
64	 Mahila Sahayatra Microfinance Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 740	 712	 740	 43
65	 Mahuli Samudayik Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 2770	 2680	 2750	 1200
66	 Mega Bank Nepal Ltd	 182	 177	 180	 22172
67	 Mero Microfinance Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 1080	 1050	 1080	 334
68	 Mirmire Microfinance Dev Bank Ltd	 1640	 1606	 1631	 361
69	 Mission Dev Bank Ltd	 183	 183	 183	 92
70	 Miteri Dev Bank Ltd	 285	 280	 285	 222
71	 Mithila LaghuBitta Bikas Bank Ltd	 1030	 1030	 1030	 143
72	 Muktinath Bikas Bank Ltd	 384	 379	 382	 5340
73	 Nabil Bank Ltd	 955	 937	 943	 2878
74	 NABIL Bank Ltd Promotor Share	 749	 741	 749	 975
75	 Nabil Equity Fund	 8.47	 8.20	 8.47	 6019
76	 NagBeli LaghuBitta Bikas Bank Ltd	 2545	 2545	 2545	 56
77	 National Hydro Power Co Ltd	 87	 85	 85	 1863
78	 National Life Insurance Co Ltd	 1273	 1250	 1273	 3035
79	 National Microfinance Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 2300	 2234	 2300	 122
80	 Neco Insurance Co Ltd	 584	 550	 584	 2842
81	 Nepal Bangladesh Bank Ltd	 216	 211	 214	 11028
82	 Nepal Bank Ltd	 303	 292	 298	 45219
83	 Nepal Community Dev Bank Ltd	 0	 0	 0	 9
84	 Nepal Credit And Commercial Bank Ltd	 250	 240	 250	 3506
85	 Nepal Doorsanchar Comapany Ltd	 730	 725	 730	 1335
86	 Nepal Hydro Developers Ltd	 240	 223	 240	 2080
87	 Nepal Insurance Co Ltd	 673	 650	 661	 1343
88	 Nepal Investment Bank Ltd	 626	 617	 625	 5189
89	 Nepal Investment Bank Ltd Promoter Share	 560	 553	 560	 2513
90	 Nepal Life Insurance Co Ltd	 1019	 1003	 1014	 5741
91	 Nepal Life Insurance Co Ltd Promoter	 757	 757	 757	 10000
92	 Nepal SBI Bank Ltd	 505	 495	 505	 1256
93	 Nerude Laghubita Bikas Bank Ltd	 677	 658	 664	 2505
94	 Ngadi Group Power Ltd	 177	 174	 177	 32
95	 NIBL Samriddhi Fund 1	 10.52	 10.52	 10.52	 1000
96	 NIC Asia Bank Ltd	 326	 315	 318	 4545
97	 NIC Asia Growth Fund	 8.82	 8.82	 8.82	 500
98	 Nirdhan Utthan Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 1115	 1100	 1110	 1000
99	 NLG Insurance Co Ltd	 915	 880	 915	 936
100	 NMB Microfinance Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 1426	 1425	 1425	 110
101	 NMB Bank Ltd	 353	 349	 351	 31970
102	 NMB Hybrid Fund L-1	 9.21	 9.10	 9.21	 4429
103	 NMB Sulav Investment Fund-1	 11.80	 11.79	 11.79	 6000
104	 Om Dev Bank Ltd	 180	 174	 180	 1060
105	 Oriental Hotels Ltd	 529	 520	 529	 600
106	 Pokhara Finance Ltd	 133	 131	 133	 164
107	 Prabhu Bank Ltd	 199	 192	 194	 38855
108	 Prabhu Insurance Ltd	 529	 512	 529	 1800
109	 Premier Insurance Co Ltd	 1200	 1164	 1200	 2449
110	 Prime Commercial Bank Ltd	 294	 290	 293	 8551
111	 Prime Life Insurance Co Ltd	 597	 572	 597	 4206
112	 ProgressiveFinance Ltd	 156	 156	 156	 400
113	 Prudential Insurance Co Ltd	 810	 782	 790	 2917
114	 Purnima Bikas Bank Ltd	 0	 0	 0	 2
115	 Radhi Bidyut Co Ltd	 313	 288	 288	 8600
116	 Rastriya Beema Co Ltd	 11350	 10976	 11350	 445
117	 Rastriya Beema Co Ltd Promoter Share	 10300	 9980	 10300	 112
118	 Reliance Finance Ltd	 120	 118	 120	 1236
119	 Ridi Hydropower Dev Co Ltd	 125	 123	 124	 290
120	 RSDC Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 550	 540	 550	 1101
121	 Rural Microfinance Dev Centre Ltd	 676	 663	 675	 509
122	 Sagarmatha Insurance Co Ltd	 1350	 1325	 1350	 242
123	 Sahayogi Bikas Bank Ltd	 195	 193	 193	 276
124	 Samata Microfinance Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 1963	 1820	 1963	 66
125	 Sana Kisan Bikas Bank Ltd	 1180	 1153	 1180	 8831
126	 Sanima Bank Ltd	 331	 328	 331	 10143
127	 Sanima Equity Fund	 9.10	 9.10	 9.10	 5000
128	 Sanima Mai Hydropower Ltd	 343	 334	 343	 1061
129	 Saptakoshi Dev Bank Ltd	 120	 120	 120	 22
130	 Shangrila Dev Bank Ltd	 159	 152	 155	 10450
131	 Shikhar Insurance Co Ltd	 997	 970	 997	 1528
132	 Shine Resunga Dev Bank Ltd	 290	 285	 285	 118
133	 Shree Investment Finance Co Ltd	 166	 163	 163	 680
134	 Shrijana Finance (Bittaya Sanstha)	 245	 245	 245	 100
135	 Siddhartha Bank Ltd	 312	 308	 312	 7955
136	 Siddhartha Insurance Ltd	 703	 678	 703	 848
137	 Sindhu Bikash Bank Ltd	 144	 136	 144	 836
138	 Standard Chartered Bank Ltd	 772	 760	 770	 6099
139	 Summit Micro Finance Dev Bank Ltd	 965	 945	 965	 867
140	 Sunrise Bank Ltd	 224	 221	 223	 6057
141	 Surya Life Insurance Co Ltd	 665	 653	 665	 526
142	 Suryodaya Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 1611	 1570	 1611	 210
143	 Swabalamban Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 1290	 1241	 1287	 1435
144	 Swadeshi Laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 1730	 1696	 1730	 509
145	 Swarojgar Laghu Bitta Bikas Bank Ltd	 1709	 1680	 1709	 1679
146	 Synergy Power Dev Ltd	 132	 126	 132	 214
147	 Taragaon Regency Hotel Ltd	 275	 271	 275	 750
148	 Tinau Dev Bank Ltd	 179	 176	 179	 1223
149	 United Finance Ltd	 163	 157	 160	 327
150	 United Insurance Co (Nepal) Ltd	 925	 907	 925	 813
151	 United Modi Hydropower Ltd	 183	 180	 180	 736
152	 Unnati Micorfinance Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 2280	 2185	 2203	 3075
153	 Vijaya laghubitta Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 770	 760	 764	 59
154	 Womi Microfinance Bittiya Sanstha Ltd	 1419	 1400	 1419	 278

Trading Information	 Trading Price
SN Company	 Max	 Min	 Closing	 No Shares

Nepse 1,235.15pts 
0.16%

SINDU	 NLG	 LGIL	 GILB	 HPPL	 KMCDB
2.85%	 2.80%	 2.51%	 2.41%	 2.34%	 2.17%

SMATA	 NHDL	 NIL	 CLBSL	 GBBL	 SPDL
9.97%	 9.589	 4.0998	 3.7584	 3.3333	 3.125

highest gainers

SBBLJ	 SADBL	 PRVU	 UMB	 VLBS	 NICGF
-2.52%	 -2.51%	 -2.51%	 -2.08%	 -2.05%	 -2%

RADHI	 KKHC	 NHPC	 SHINE	 SIFC	 LICN
-9.71%	 -3.50%	 -3.40%	 -3.38%	 -2.97%	 -2.78%

highest loser

MODERATE LOSER

moderate gainers

Base: 16/07/2006, (Adjusted on 10/04/2007) = 100

Sub-Indices	 Current	 Pts Change	 %Change
Banking	 1,041.16	 0.54	 0.05  
Hotels	 1,928.49	 4.38	 0.23  
Dev Bank	 1,440.72	 1.27	 0.09  
HydroPower	 1,533.45	 9	 0.59  
Finance	 617.45	 0.26	 0.04  
Insurance	 6,303.14	 22.52	 0.36  

Total Traded Amount Rs.:	 199,113,956
Total Traded Shares:	 493,913
Total Transactions:	 3,626

Index	 Current 	 Pts Change	%Change
NEPSE	 1,235.15	 1.92	 0.16  
Sensitive	 259.13	 0.42	 0.16  
Float	 88.67	 0.12	 0.14  

shares E-scooters struggle to 
make the mark in Nepal
KRISHNA PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, JUNE 18

Despite rising oil prices, benefits 
to the environment and tax subsi-
dies, buyers are showing little 
interest in buying electric scoot-
ers, dealers said. 

“The government provides a 20 
percent discount on the import 
duty and 10 percent discount on 
VAT, but customers are reluctant 
to buy battery-operated scooters 
as they think their performance 
is poor,” said Shyam S Sapkota, 
business head of  Fair Auto, the 
authorized distributor for Terra 
Motors in Nepal. He added that 
e-scooter sales had swelled com-
pared to the past, but they were 
lower than expected. 

An electric scooter is operated 
by an electric motor and recharge-
able battery, and has zero emis-
sion. “The cost of  servicing, 
maintenance, mobil and spare 
parts is also lower besides its 
lower impact on the environ-
ment,” said Maaz Ashraf, market-
ing and communication manager 
of  Eco Infinity, the authorized 
distributor of  NIU e-scooters in 
the country. “E-scooters can deliv-
er good performance and mileage 
on the roads of  Nepal. NIU’s 
e-scooters give 70 km mileage on 
average.” 

Terra Motors offers two mod-
els of  e-scooters: Eco e-scooter 
based on a lead-acid battery and 
Acuto based on a lithium ion bat-
tery. A lithium ion battery has a 
long life of  four to five years. The 
company offer the Eco e-scooter 
for Rs138,000 while the Acuto is 
priced Rs200,000. The Terra is a 
Japanese brand and is imported 

from Vietnam. It debuted in 
Nepal in 2014.

The Acuto is a premium scoot-
er with a 3,000 watt motor and a 
speed of  up to 95 km per hour. It 
has features such as GPS naviga-
tion system and auto remote. The 
company sells about 25 e-scooters 
per month, said Sapkota. 

Terra Motors offers lifetime 
service on e-scooters and has 18 
dealers across the country. Terra 
Motors has a market share of  
more than 25 percent in the 
Nepali e-scooter market, Sapkota 
claimed. The company has plans 
to build charging stations at 
major locations in the city. 

Presently, e-scooter riders need 
to obtain a driving licence and 
observe all traffic rules strictly. 
Domestic e-scooter dealers make 

the necessary preparations. NIU 
has already implemented the pol-
icy while other dealers are in the 
process of  doing so. 

NIU, a Chinese e-scooter brand, 
started selling its e-scooters in 
September 2017 and has sold 100 
units till date. The company sells 
15 e-scooters monthly and pro-
vides financing options too. NIU 
offers two models of  e-scooters: 
N1S Civic (2,400 watts) and M1 
Pro (1,200 watts). The N1S Civic 
costs Rs235,000 while the M1 Pro 
costs Rs215,000. The company 
aims to sell 400 e-scooters in 2018.  

Sapkota said that the country’s 
fuel import bill could be reduced 
significantly if  the government 
brings mandatory policies to 
encourage customers to buy 
e-scooters. For example, the gov-

ernment of  Province 3 is plan-
ning to run only electric vehicles 
within 10 years. 

Terra Motors said they would 
have set a target to sell 10,000 
units of  e-scooters if  the budget 
had focused on a favourable poli-
cy for environment-friendly vehi-
cles. “However, we are still 
expecting to sell 500 e-scooters by 
the next fiscal year,” said Sapkota. 

Bela Motors, the authorized 
distributor for Bela e-scooters in 
Nepal, also offers four models: 
Astro, Dolce, Duro and Gloria. 
These models can cover 100 km 
on a full charge, said Rajesh 
Maharjan, an official at Bela 
Motors. The price of  Bela e-scoot-
ers is Rs130,000. According to the 
company, sales amount to four to 
five units daily. 

n A file photo shows a building at a coastal home in the Indian Beach  
neighborhood of Sarasota. � AFP/rss

gasoline watch

bullion Price Per tola

Source: FENEGOSIDA

Int’l market

Energy	 Price (US$)� %Change

Agriculture	 Price (US$)� %Change

Industrial Metals	 Price (US$)	 %Change

Copper Future (Lb)	 314.45	 -2.41

Precious Metals	 Price (US$)� %Change

Gold 100 Oz Futr (T Oz)	 1,278.50	 -2.28
Silver Future (T Oz)	 16.48	 -4.53

Cocoa Future (Mt)	 2,519.00	 3.53
Coffee ‘C’ Future (Lb)	 117.55	 -0.34
Corn Future (Bu)	 370.75	 -0.54
Cotton No.2 Futr (Lb)	 89.85	 -3.35
Rough Rice (Cbot) (Cwt)	 12.36	 0.45
Soybean Future (Bu)	 930.50	 -2.05
Soybean Meal Futr (T)	 340.9	 -1.25
Soybean Oil Futr (Lb)	 30.29	 -2.10
Sugar #11 (World) (Lb)	 12.35	 -1.67
Wheat Future(Cbt) (Bu)	 513.5	 -0.72

Fine Gold 		  Rs58,500

Silver		  Rs780

Brent Crude Futr (Bbl)	 73.44	 -3.29
Gas Oil Fut (Ice) (Mt)	 640.75	 -3.03
Gasoline Rbob Fut (Gal)	 202.32	 -3.24
Natural Gas Futr (Mmbtu)	 3.02	 1.92

market watch

Vegetables	 Unit	 Price (Rs)

Fruits 	 Unit	 Price (Rs)

Red Potato 	 kg	 Rs45

White Potato	 kg	 Rs38

Onion (Indian)	 kg	 Rs45

Tomato Small	 kg	 Rs55

Carrot	 kg	 Rs105

Tomato Big	 kg	 Rs65

Squash	 kg	 Rs35

Cabbage	 kg	 Rs55

Brinjal Long	 kg	 Rs45

Cow Pea	 kg	 Rs65

Cauliflower	 kg	 Rs95

daily commodities

Apple	 kg	 Rs105

Pomegranate	 kg	 Rs305

Pineapple	 kg	 Rs115

Cucumber	 kg	 Rs75

Papaya	 kg	 Rs105

Banana	 Doz	 Rs105

Lime	 100Pcs	 Rs225

Pokhreli Rice	 kg	 Rs75

Jeera Masino Rice	 kg	 Rs70

Indian Basmati Rice	 kg	 Rs120

Mansuli Rice	 kg	 Rs55

Sona Rice 	 kg	 Rs50

Beaten Rice(Taichin)	 kg	 Rs130

Beaten Rice	 kg	 Rs70

Big Mas	 kg	 Rs110

Small Mas	 kg	 Rs90

Big Mung	 kg	 Rs100

Musuro(No. 1)	 kg	 Rs100

Musuro(No. 2)	 kg	 Rs90

Rahar	 kg	 Rs110

Chana(Big)	 kg	 Rs200

Chana(Small)	 kg	 Rs150

Chilli Powder	 kg	 Rs300

Commodities 	 Unit	 Price (Rs)

RETAIL PRICE
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