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Leaders call for
Oli’s resignation as
both prime minister
and party chair
Senior party leaders, including chairman Dahal, ask Oli
to vacate both positions as his actions have placed
the ruling party and government in a difficult position.
TIKA R PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, JUNE 30
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A combination of pictures shows local residents, comprised mostly of women, contributing labour for the renovation of the historic Nyatapola temple in Bhaktapur.

US may wait for some time to see MCC
compact ratified by Parliament, experts say
As long as it remains disputed in Nepal, questions will be raised about the programme elsewhere, a former
Nepali ambassador comments on why the United States wants no more delays.
PRITHVI MAN SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU, JUNE 30

The United States has reminded Nepal
that funding under the Millennium
Challenge
Corporation’s
Nepal
Compact is not open-ended and has
urged the government and the political parties to take “tangible, nearterm steps” to ensure its viability.
The statement sends a clear message that the US is looking for an early
decision from Nepal regarding whether it will accept the $500 million US
grant, say analysts.
According to Shankar Sharma, an
economist and former Nepali ambassador to the United States, the statement from the US embassy in Nepal
suggests that the US is still ready to
wait but wants an early resolution.
The US Embassy in Nepal in a statement released on Monday, just ahead
of the expiry of the implementation
deadline for the MCC’s Nepal Compact
on Tuesday, said that the United States
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A major component of the MCC cooperation is transmission lines.
is aware that [Nepal] Parliament has
not yet ratified the MCC Compact.
“Ratification is the next step needed
to proceed with the $500M grant,
which the two countries signed
in September 2017 and which
Nepal committed to ratify by
September 2019,” said the embassy. “Delaying ratification is
delaying the benefits of more jobs
and increased economic growth
for nearly 23 million Nepalis.”
Sharma, who played an important role in bringing the MCC
project to Nepal, said that the US
appears to have asked Nepal to
decide so that the funds can

either be used in Nepal or in other
countries where a grant of such a size
will be welcomed.
“As long as it remains disputed in
Nepal, questions will be raised about
the programme elsewhere. So I think
the US does not want the programme
to linger,” Sharma told the Post.
Parliamentary ratification of the
$500 million US grant has remained
stalled for a long time due to disputes
within the ruling Nepal Communist
Party. As per an agreement signed
between Nepal and the MCC in 2017,
parliamentary ratification is necessary to implement the programme.
A section of ruling party leaders

says House ratification of the US programme in its existing form undermines Nepal’s sovereignty and they
have been demanding some amendments to the agreement.
Those in the ruling party who are
opposing the MCC also argue that the
programme is part of the US-led
Indo-Pacific Strategy aimed at ‘containing China’. Some have also taken
exception to a clause in the MCC
agreement that says the compact will
prevail over existing Nepali laws.
Millennium Challenge Corporation
(MCC) is an aid agency under the US
government and the MCC compact is a
large, five-year grant programme
under which the fund is provided to
the countries that pass the MCC’s eligibility criteria including democracy
and transparency.
According to Krishna Gyawali, former National Coordinator at Office of
the Millennium Challenge Nepal, the
US statement was aimed at suggesting
the virtues of the MCC compact programme as well as seeking an early
decision from Nepal.
“As far as I understand, the US is
keen to give some more time to Nepal
to decide despite the expiry of the
original deadline set for programme
implementation on June 30,” said
Gyawali.
Gyawali, who is also a former secretary of the government of Nepal, said
as the implementation date was fixed
at Nepal’s request, the US could be
flexible to wait for some more time.
>> Continued on page 5

What Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli
has long been attempting to avoid has
finally come to pass--three top leaders
from the ruling Nepal Communist
Party, including Oli’s co-chair Pushpa
Kamal Dahal, have demanded that he
resign as both prime minister and
party chair.
Executive chair Dahal, senior leaders Madhav Kumar Nepal, Jhala Nath
Khanal, Bamdev Gautam and Narayan
Kaji Shrestha, along with 11 other
Standing Committee members who
spoke at Tuesday’s meeting, sought
Oli’s resignation as prime minister
and party chair on the grounds that he
had failed to effectively run the government and the party.
“Not only Dahal, all Standing
Committee members who spoke today
univocally demanded Oli’s resignation from both the party chair and the
government saying that he cannot run
both,” said Khanal, a former prime
minister. “This ongoing Standing
Committee will decide his fate.”
Though Tuesday’s meeting was supposed to be focused on the government’s Covid-19 response, the agenda
was diverted by the prime minister’s
Sunday statement, which irked party
leaders. As soon as the meeting started, Dahal sought clarification from
the prime minister, which was later
followed by all other leaders.
The Standing Committee members
who demanded Oli’s resignation are
mostly from the Nepal and Maoist
factions of the ruling party. They
include Gokarna Bista, Beduram
Bhusal, Asta Laxmi Shakya, Pampha
Bhusal, Bhim Rawal, Raghuji Pant,
Mukunda
Neupane,
Janardan
Sharma, Yubaraj Gyawali, Surendra
Pandey and Bhim Acharya.
There had long been murmurings
of a plan to call for Oli’s resignations
but many insiders and observers had
assumed that the Dahal faction would
be calling for Oli to pick between the
party chair and the prime ministership. On Tuesday, the fourth day of the
ongoing Standing Committee meet,
they asked for both.
The call for Oli’s resignation comes
days after Oli publicly said that plots
were being hatched in Kathmandu
and New Delhi to unseat him over the
release of a new political map of
Nepal
that
depicts
Kalapani,
Lipulekh and Limpiyadhura as
parts of Nepal. India claims these
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KP Sharma Oli
territories as its own.
Many had criticised Oli’s statements, saying the prime minister was
attempting to deflect criticism from
his government’s failings by playing
the nationalist card.
Dahal specifically addressed Oli’s
statement at Tuesday’s meeting, saying
that the prime minister’s statement was
an attack on Nepal’s independence
and its right to self-determination.
“I had asked for your resignation as
party chair and prime minister before
the new map was endorsed,” Dahal
said at the meeting, according to one
Standing Committee member who
spoke on condition of anonymity.
“Such statements don’t suit you. You
should step down.”
Party leaders, including Dahal,
demanded that Oli produce evidence
of the alleged Indian plots and summon the Indian ambassador for a clarification if the allegations were true.
Oli was equally vociferous in his
reply, said party leaders, asking what
was stopping Dahal from running the
party since he too is a chairman.
“You are attacking me for not getting a share of resources,” Matrika
Yadav, a Standing Committee member,
quoted Oli as saying. “Despite being a
party chair for 32 years, how much
longer do you [Dahal] want to lead the
party?”
Until his party’s merger with Oli’s
CPN-UML in May 2018, Dahal had led
the Maoist party for three decades.
Senior leaders Khanal and Nepal
followed Oli’s speech, taking him to
task for making decisions unilaterally,
including on Cabinet formation
and other important government
appointments.
>> Continued on page 5
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National
The government’s request to the SAARC Development Fund for $1.5 million to set
up hi-tech laboratories in all seven provinces across the country has received no
response even after three months.

“The bank keeps calling to service their
loan, but the government does not let us
work. We are not asking them for
a job, we just want to work.”

Opinion
Banks should not be allowed to offer teaser loans where the fixed rate is for a very
short-term initially and then forced to floating rates thereafter. Such teaser products attract borrowers at a lower fixed rate for a short term and then banks may
charge higher rates and make unexplained gains.

Krishna Maharjan, a taxi driver, on the impact
lockdown has had on his livelihood.

Money
Britain’s economy shrank by the most since 1979 in early 2020 as households
slashed their spending, according to official data that included the first few days
of the coronavirus lockdown.

Most read online

World
China’s parliament passed national security legislation for Hong Kong on
Tuesday, setting the stage for the most radical changes to the former British colony’s way of life since it returned to Chinese rule 23 years ago.

Observers worry Oli’s statements about an Indian
conspiracy could further damage bilateral ties

Culture & Arts

At a time when Nepal-India relations are at a historic low, Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli’s recent statements alluding to an Indian conspiracy to unseat him
have breached diplomatic decorum for a sitting head of government and are
likely to further damage relations, say observers.

‘Prayer Flags: Art from the Himalayas’ showcases the diverse cultures of the
people living in the mountains, which much of mainstream media fails to represent, and that is refreshing.

On National Paddy Day, Oli champions agriculture
but farmers don’t share his optimism
While Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has been championing agriculture as a
potential antidote to the economic havoc wrought by the Covid-19 crisis, farmers
in the fields do not share the prime minister’s optimism.

News Quiz
1. Three community schools in
which district started classes
from last week as their students
don’t have access to the internet,
TV or radio for distance learning?
a. Sindhuli
b. Sindhupalchok
c. Mahottari
d. Parsa
2. Banana farmers in Chitwan are
switching to the plantation of
which variety of the fruit
because of a disease in the common Malbhog kind?
a. Manzano Banana
b. Burro Banana
c. G9 Banana
d. Red Banana
3. Which country has issued an
arrest warrant for US President
Donald Trump and 35 others
over the killing of its top military general?
a. Iran
b. Germany
c. China
d. Japan
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Where is the origin of
Brahmaputra, one of
world’s largest rivers?
a. Nepal
b. Bhutan
c. Tibet
d. China

5. Which planet has
confirmed satellites?
a. Mercury
b. Mars
c. Jupiter
d. Saturn

Restrictions on testing and focus on returnees from abroad
don’t contain Covid-19, say experts

the
the
POST PHOTO: ANISH REGMI

A spice vendor walks to the market to sell his products in Patan, Lalitpur, on Tuesday.
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Greek Prince weds rich American

6. Which major world city lies on
the River Seine?
a. Paris
b. Lisbon
c. Brasilia
d. Florence

LONDON - Prince Pavlos of Greece will marry Saturday the American heiress
Maric-Chantal Miller in a sumptuous ceremony at St Sophia Greek Orthodox
church in London.
In order to wed the 28-year-old heir to the Greek throne, Miller converted to
the Greek Orthodox religion. After the ceremony Miller, 27, will change her
name to become formally Princess Maria of Greece.
The lavish occasion before 1,300 guests is in stark contrast to the quiet civil
ceremony between Princess Stephanie at Monaco town hall and Daniel Ducruet,
father of her two children.

The Kathmandu Post
July 1, 1995

Answers to News Quiz: 1(b), 2(c), 3(a), 4(c), 5(c), 6(a)

A 30-year-old man from Rautahat who died on Saturday night while receiving
treatment at the Lalitpur-based Star Hospital tested positive to Covid-19.
Although the man died on Saturday night, the report for his Covid-19 polymerase chain reaction test came in only on Monday morning.

Controversial provisions in corruption-related bills to be
revised but private sector to remain under the purview
of anti-graft body
The Standing Committee of the ruling Nepal Communist Party has agreed to
revise the controversial provisions on two corruption-related amendment bills,
but the party’s lawmakers are adamant on including the private sector under
the purview of the national anti-graft body.

Corrections
Our reporters and editors do their best to make sure our reporting is free from
errors. But when we make mistakes that warrant correction, we will be transparent
and clarify at the bottom of the specific article.
If you believe we have got something wrong and it requires correction, please
email us at kpost@kmg.com.np with “correction” in the subject line.
For the most recent corrections, visit kathmandupost.com/corrections.
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HOROSCOPE
ARIES (March 21-April 19)

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

LIBRA (September 23-October 22)

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19)

**
A recent scare regarding your health could
prove to be nothing, but you shouldn’t take the
good news as an endorsement of the way you’ve
been choosing (or not) to exercise. Getting up
and going isn’t as hard as you think. It just
starts with one baby step. Skip the ice cream
and donuts once in a while.

***
Your life is made up of many intricate details
that are starting to add up to something unique
today. But you’ll only be able to get a sense of
what the future holds if you step back and give
yourself space from the people who are demanding so much of your time. You need isolation in
order to gain clarity right now.

***
If you’re stuck in planning mode today, make it
a group effort. Getting a consensus on dates,
locations, and agenda items will make everyone
feel a part of the bigger picture, and it will set a
much more positive tone for your upcoming
event. Other people will be able to suggest
things that you hadn’t considered.

***
With all the uncertainty going on in your life
right now, you need the comfort of home,
friends, and family to keep you feeling grounded. Set aside some extended time—a long weekend, if possible—to hunker down at home. Skip
the adventures right now and get back in touch
with the simpler things in life.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

LEO (July 23-August 22)

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21)

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18)

***
If group dynamics are getting a bit fuzzy today,
it’s a good time for you to throw your weight
around. Because you have facts and logic on
your side, you’ll be able to get more attention
than other people. Appeal to the best
in people, and they’ll show you the best they
have to offer.

***
When someone reaches out to you today, stifle
your shy, introverted side and reach back. Smile
and try to be open about how you feel. Even if
you’re caught off guard by all the friendliness,
just try to relax and go with it. People find you
very approachable, and you should get used to
the unexpected.

****
They say that strangers are just friends you
haven’t met yet. One of your future buddies
could cross your path today, and it’s up to you to
make the connection. Will you recognize them?
Probably not, but you will recognize their
sense of humor, because it is an awful lot like
yours.

****
You already know that you need to be careful in
business deals, but today that’s especially so.
Any transaction counts in this department, so
even if all you plan on doing is getting some
groceries, be careful. Double-check the receipt.
Mistakes happen all the time, and you could be
on the wrong end of a few of them today.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

VIRGO (August 23-September 22)

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)

PISCES (February 19-March 20)

***
The correspondence between you and someone
else is getting a lot more complicated. The two of
you are working under some assumptions, and
they need to be either confirmed or debunked
before things go further. And the only way you
can do that is to speak with them and get them to
answer the questions that they’ve been avoiding.

***
Are you growing impatient with someone? If
you feel that by this point certain milestones
should have been achieved but haven’t, today is
the day to speak up. Step outside of
yourself and realize that all your internal
dialogue is silent—no one else can hear it
unless you voice it.

****
A friend who is experiencing some relationship problems could reach out for your help
today. But don’t rush ahead and try to fix the
situation. Hold off and let them deal with it on
their own. There is a lesson here that they need
to learn. Plus, if you get too deeply involved,
you could end up being the bad guy.

***
Get ready to be the most popular person around,
because today you’ll provide the perfect input to
many people’s plans. You’ve got the advice that
everyone needs to hear, and you can deliver it
without being too critical. Your tact, honesty,
and insight will make you the most important
person they talk to.

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

C M Y K

03 | WEDNESDAY, JULY 01, 2020

NATIONAL

Guidelines ready
for repatriation of
workers who can’t
pay for their flights
Migrant workers who have already returned from foreign
countries at their own expense can go for reimbursement.
CHANDAN KUMAR MANDAL
KATHMANDU, JUNE 30

The government has finalised the
guidelines for repatriating the Nepali
migrant workers stranded overseas
amid Covid-19 pandemic.
Two weeks earlier, the Supreme
Court had issued an interim order
directing the government to bring
home the stranded workers at its own
expenses.
The court had issued the order in
response to a petition against the government’s inaction to repatriate the
Nepali citizens who were languishing
in foreign countries without jobs and
money to return home.
As per the repatriation guidelines,
the government will bear all the cost
of bringing home the Nepali workers
who had gone on foreign employment
and rendered jobless within a year
due to the pandemic.
The government will pay for the
return tickets of the workers
through the Migrant Workers’ Welfare
Fund as per the Supreme Court order
of June 15.
The court had directed the government to immediately repatriate those
workers who are unable to pay for
their air fares to return home.
“The government will be bearing
100 percent expenses of the workers
who had been to the labour destination countries for less than a year and
are unable to return home at their
own cost,” Suman Ghimire, a spokesperson for the Ministry of Labour,
Employment and Social Security, told
the Post.
However, there are certain conditions regarding free-of-charge repatriation of the migrant workers.
“Not every migrant worker who is
returning within a year of their
migration will get the government
support. One has to have a valid
labour permit from the government
and the proof that their employer or
the host country is not paying for their
air fare,” Ghimire said.
According to Ghimire, the income
of the workers during the period of
their employment will also be accounted for before their repatriation at the

government’s expenses.
For other workers, who have been
in labour destination countries for
more than a year, the government
will only foot 50 percent of the total
repatriation cost, according to the
guidelines.
The Nepali missions in labour
destination countries will ascertain
whether the workers have remained
stranded without money after being
unpaid by their employers, or lost
their jobs and did not receive any support from elsewhere.
As per the government estimates,
nearly 25,000 Nepalis require urgent
repatriation from several countries,
mainly from the Persian Gulf states
and Malaysia.
The Ministry of Labour and
Employment and Social Security
has prioritised the repatriation of
those migrant workers who are
sick, vulnerable and have family
emergencies, among others, in the
first phase.
“Even among workers who meet the
standards, pregnant women migrant
workers, those who have suffered
death in the family and those with
health issues will be brought home in
the first phase,” Ghimire said.
The Migrant Workers’ Welfare
Fund, which was set up with workers’
contribution to help them out in times
of trouble, has collected nearly Rs 6
billion over the years.
However, delay in drafting of the
repatriation guidelines had deprived
the workers from accessing the fund
and many of them were compelled to
return home at their own expenses.
The repatriation guidelines, which
has been forwarded to the Cabinet
for approval, also ensures reimbursement of expenses incurred by the
workers who had returned home with
their money.
To claim the reimbursement, one
must meet the criteria mentioned in
the guidelines and file their applications with the Department of Foreign
Employment.
The department will in turn send
the applications to the concerned
embassies for verification before
approving the reimbursement.
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Youths stage a peaceful demonstration demanding a better government response to the Covid-19 pandemic, in Patan, Lalitpur, on Tuesday.

SAARC Development Fund yet to respond to Nepal’s
request for $1.5 million to set up PCR testing labs
SAARC Covid-19 Emergency Fund also ineffective due to dispute about its use between India and Pakistan.
ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, JUNE 30

The government’s request to the
SAARC Development Fund for $1.5
million to set up hi-tech laboratories
in all seven provinces across the country has received no response even
after three months.
The Ministry of Health and
Population had submitted its proposal
to the fund following the Covid-19 pandemic some three months ago.
“We have not received the requested
money from the fund,” Dr Roshan
Pokhrel, chief specialist at the Health
Ministry, told the Post. “We had sought
the money to buy protective gear, reagents and to set up laboratories.”
The fund was established in 2010 to
promote the welfare of the people in
the SAARC countries, quality of their
life, economic growth and social progress, among others.
According to officials at the minis-

Taxi drivers accuse government
of forcing to kill themselves

try, the proposal was submitted at the
suggestions of the fund officials who
had also committed for a quick
response.
“They had committed to respond to
our proposal, but that has not happened yet,” Bhim Sapkota, a senior
public health administrator at the
Health Ministry, told the Post.
“On Monday, I got an email that
said the fund was reviewing the proposal, which was submitted three
months ago.”
The Health Ministry had consulted
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the Ministry of Finance while
preparing the proposal. Sapkota said
the officials at the ministries have
been following up regularly about the
progress on the proposal.
“We prepared the proposal at the
suggestions of the fund officials and it
does not ask for a huge amount of
money,” said Sapkota.
There are 22 small and big polymer-

LALITPUR, JUNE 30
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Protesting taxi drivers park their vehicles at Maitighar in Kathmandu on Tuesday.
KATHMANDU, JUNE 30

Taxi drivers demonstrated outside
the Department of
Transport
Management Office, Minbhawan
demanding that the government allow
them to return to work.
The protests come as traffic police
continue to impound hundreds of
cabs everyday for flouting the government’s Covid-19 lockdown rules that
ban all forms of public transport.
“It’s been over three months, we
haven’t earned a single penny, but we
have a family to feed and loans to
repay,” said Birendra Bista, 38, one of
the taxi drivers at Tuesday’s protest.
Ever since the government eased
the lockdown rules from the second
week of June allowing shops to reopen
and private vehicles to get on the road
under the odd-even scheme, taxi
drivers have been raising their voices
demanding that they too be allowed
to work.
In the past two weeks alone, traffic
police have impounded over 5,000 cabs
for flouting lockdown restrictions.
During the demonstration on
Tuesday, taxi drivers chanted slogans
against the government accusing it of
trying to force them to “kill themselves”.
“During the lockdown, ambulances

declined to ferry passengers and in
many places taxis were the only a
means to send sick people to the hospital, but the government has adopted a
cruel stance against us,” said Bista,
holding placard that read, “Banks and
cooperatives are going to seize our
vehicles, sarkar”.
Over four hundred drivers took part
in the protest as they parked their
vehicles in line outside the Department
of Transport.
As the protests went on, hundreds
of taxis were impounded by traffic
police in different parts of town such
as Koteshwor, Tripureshwor, Singha
Durbar,
Koteshwor,
Gaushala,
Maharajgunj, and Gongabu.
Senior Superintendent of Police
Bhim Prasad Dhakal said 308 taxis
were kept in hold in different parts of
the Valley.
Taxi owners said they had to come
to the protest venue before 5 am to
avoid getting their vehicles impounded. “Many of them have come here on
foot, and others early in the morning
with their taxis,” said Purna Lal
Tamang from the Valley Taxi
Entrepreneurs and Taxi Service
Society, an alliance of taxi drivers.
“We all have problems and that can’t
be tolerated any more,” said Tamang.
Kathmandu Valley has 12,385 taxis,
and twice as many drivers who work

Pakistan and Bangladesh had pledged
$5 million, $ 3 million and $1.5 million
respectively.
Likewise,
Afghanistan
had
announced to contribute $1 million to
the fund. Maldives and Bhutan had
committed $200,000 and $100,000.
“Pakistan is of the view that the
fund should be administered through
the SAARC Secretariat, and its utilisation should be finalised through consultation between the member countries. However, India has insisted on
keeping the fund outside the SAARC
calendar,” an official at the Health
Ministry, told the post, on condition of
anonymity. “Due to their rivalry, the
fund has been useless.”
Another official said that the
amount pledged by SAARC member
countries is in their bank account and
no progress has been made about its
utilisation. “Even work procedure
about its use has not been decided
yet,” the officials said.

With less budget, Lalitpur has better
plans than Kathmandu, observers say
ANUP OJHA

ANUP OJHA

ase chain reaction laboratories operating across the country. Due to the
lack of testing capacities in these laboratories to test hundreds of samples
daily, specimens—nasal and throat
swabs— collected from the suspected
coronavirus infected people are being
transported to Kathmandu and other
big cities. As a result, test results have
been delayed.
With the fund’s assistance, the
Health Ministry was planning to
expand its testing capacity by setting
up labs in all seven provinces.
The SAARC Covid-19 Emergency
Fund established in March has also
become useless due to the dispute
between India and Pakistan about its
administration and utilisation.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had proposed the fund at the
SAARC leader’s virtual summit
on March 15. Nepal had pledged $
1million to the fund while India had
committed $10 million. Sri Lanka,

in day and night shifts. Tamang said if
the government does not allow them
to operate, they will submit their keys
to the transport department.
Gogan Bahadur Hamal, director-general at the department of
transport, said discussions were ongoing over the resumption of public
vehicles at the Corona Crisis
Management Centre.
However as the number of Covid-19
positive cases soars in the Valley, most
taxi drivers are worried that the government may not allow them to get
back on the road soon.
“I tried to run my taxi last week
when the government eased the lockdown,” said Shri Krishna Maharjan,
62, who had been driving a taxi for
three decades. He said he came to the
protest walking all the way from
Swayambhu. “I had taken all the precautions such as sanitising my taxi
and providing sanitizer to clients
before boarding, but traffic police
impounded my taxi,” said Maharjan.
“My taxi was the only means to feed
my family,” said Maharjan, a sole
breadwinner of seven member of the
family. “Now I do not have savings.
The bank keeps on calling to service
their loan, but the government does
not let us work. We are not asking
them for a job, we just want to work,”
said Maharjan.

Lalitpur Metropolitan City unveiled
its plans and policies for the upcoming
fiscal year 2020/21 last week, which
have observers described as more people-centric and practical than the ones
announced by the Kathmandu
Metropolitan City.
Lalitpur’s annual plans and policies
include programmes t0 promote the
farming sector, develop infrastructure
and various social welfare schemes
with regard to the coronavirus
pandemic.
Presenting the plans and policies at
the
fifth
municipal
assembly,
Lalitpur Mayor Chiri Babu Maharjan
acknowledged that his office could
not complete several tasks it had set
out to accomplish in the last three
years and vowed to work harder in the
coming days.
He also committed to overcome the
challenges presented by the pandemic.
“We have been hit hard by the
Covid-19 pandemic. Together, we will
fight and win over this disease,” said
Maharjan.
In view of the pandemic, Lalitpur
city has announced a relief programme for the disabled and the
needy. The programme will last until
the pandemic is over.
The annual plans and policies have
also proposed opening a psycho-social
counselling and Covid-19 awareness
centre in each ward of the city.
Cases of Covid-19 have been increasing across the country, with 13,564
cases confirmed as of Tuesday.
Compared to Kathmandu, Lalitpur
has been playing a proactive role to
combat Covid-19.
Even before the government
announced a nationwide lockdown on
March 24, when Kathmandu Valley
was reeling under the shortage of surgical masks, Lalitpur city had started
manufacturing face masks which
were made available to the citizens for
just Rs 7 apiece.
The city office had also organised
training to its citizens to prepare hand
sanitisers.
“Kathmandu can do far better than
Lalitpur, as it has more resources and

budget at its disposal. But the leadership in Kathmandu seems to lack a
clear vision compared to that of
Lalitpur,” said Suman Maher
Shrestha, an urban planner.
Kathmandu Metropolitan City has
announced a budget of Rs 16.42 billion
for the fiscal year 2020/21. The budget
is four times more than that of
Lalitpur, and most of the amount has
been allocated for old projects.
Of the total 259 plans and polices
unveiled
by
the
Kathmandu
Metropolitan City last week, almost
all of them were repeats of the running fiscal year.
Improving education system, food
security programme, promoting youth
entrepreneurship and constructing
Buddha Park in Tinkune were all
included in the last year’s plans and
policies.
Kishor Thapa, former government
secretary and urban planning experts,
said it seemed like the budget of
Kathmandu was announced without
any study or planning.
“Lalitpur, to some extent, has taken
a more innovative and practical
approach while planning their
budget allocation. But Kathmandu,
despite having a good technical
team, has failed to do so. It shows that
the city’s leadership lacks vision,”
Thapa said.
Ishwor Man Dangol, spokesperson
for Kathmandu Metropolitan City,
conceded that most of the programmes
are repeats of the running fiscal year.
This, he said, was due to the Covid-19
pandemic.
“Because of the Covid-19 pandemic,
we are focused on preventing the disease,” Dangol told the Post.
Deputy Mayor Hari Prabha Khadgi
said that she was not consulted while
preparing the plans and policies.
Even the new plans announced by
the city office for the upcoming fiscal
year seem perfunctory. For example,
Mayor Bidya Sundar Shakya has
announced subsidies to the municipal
workers if they buy bicycles. But the
plan has not been received well, as the
city has made no efforts whatsoever to
develop bicycle lanes.
The only announcement welcomed
was regarding special tax subsidies

for hotels, restaurants, shopping
malls and other business houses
which were hard hit by nearly
three months of the coronavirus
lockdown. Still, there seems to be a
confusion among the concerned
business owners on how to claim
tax relief.
To combat Covid-19, the Kathmandu
city has allocated Rs 100 million,
which will be used to run a proposed
50-bed community hospital and
extend cooperation with other
hospitals in the city.
However, observers doubt the city
will accomplish these projects, given
the poor track record of the city
and its leadership. The city has not
even set up a single quarantine facility so far.
The city of Lalitpur has also included some old plans, such as installing
smart lights, installation of public
toilets, providing drinking water,
managing drainage systems and
extending cycle lanes, in its plans and
policies, but it has also introduced
several new programmes to promote
enterprises and create employment,
especially in the field of agriculture.
The city has announced agricultural subsidies for returnee migrants to
engage them in farming. It has also
introduced agriculture insurance for
farmers.
The city has identified 10 of its
wards as farming zones to promote
agriculture. Around 14 percent
of the population in Lalitpur are
engaged in farming and the city
plans to increase the number of
farmers by introducing various subsidies and farming programmes and
promoting new cash crops, like avocado, dragon fruit and kiwifruit.
The Lalitpur city office has also
announced that it will not allow digging of asphalted roads for at least two
years.
Mayor Maharjan has said that the
city will asphalt the roads only after
consulting with the Department of
Road, Nepal Electricity Authority,
Department of Water Supply and
Sewerage Management. The decision
is
expected
to
control
the
expenses incurred in frequent road
repair works.
C M Y K
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A dilemma for banking customers

EDITORIAL

No snooping here
The Oli government’s baby steps towards
totalitarianism must grind to a halt right away.
This has been a season of controversies in Parliament. While the
amendment to the Citizenship Act and the updating of Nepal’s
political map dominated public discourse, a sinister plan to curb
individual freedom of citizens through another bill unfolded quietly in Parliament. Having made it way through the Upper House,
the Nepal Special Service Bill has now been stuck in the Lower
House. Among other things, the bill has a provision that allows
intelligence officials to intrude into the privacy of any individual
in the country without seeking permission from the court.
As per Clause 10 of the bill, ‘audio or audiovisual conversations
at the individual or institutional level that are suspicious can be
kept under surveillance, monitored or intercepted’. The government deems it necessary to control acts of ‘secession, espionage,
sabotage and subversion’ and to ‘protect national sovereignty,
national integrity and communal harmony’. In principle, the government’s logic does not sound that bad. But in reality, the provision ends up creating a surveillance state. Rather than curbing
crimes, a surveillance state is more interested in putting political
dissidents and rights activists under constant watch. This means
the curtailing of political rights and freedoms of individuals.
There’s no dearth of reports that show how surveillance equipment such as CCTV cameras increase people’s sense of anxiety
and help create a surveillance state rather than making society
more secure. Even the presence of CCTV cameras around us is
enough to make us feel that our actions are being recorded and
analysed, notwithstanding the fact that those actions might be as
trivial as drinking a cup of tea or reading a book. A surveillance
state gives a free hand to intelligence officials to keep watch on
any individual and institution and intrude into their privacy,

In view of the high volatility,
banks should be allowed to
fix the interest rate on
shorter term loans.

effectively breaching the constitutional rights to privacy on many
levels. The suspicion that authorities might be watching our
activities secretly is enough to cripple us psychologically.

ASHUTOSH SHARMA

The bill underway in Parliament does more than just that: it
gives the intelligence agency the authority to record and listen to
telephone conversations and intercept messages to use them as
evidence against an individual. Although the bill has a provision
of seven years of imprisonment for authorities who misuse the
information to target individuals, the idea of victims being able to
take legal action against the authorities sounds like a far-fetched
dream.
Lawmakers from the opposition parties, including the Nepali
Congress, Samajwadi Party and Rastriya Janata Party, have filed
a plea to amend the bill, terming it a violation of the constitutional provision of individual rights to privacy. The Lower House is
set to send it to the parliamentary State Management Committee
for further discussion on the amendment proposal on Wednesday.
Though this is a slightly positive development, lawmakers from
the ruling Nepal Communist Party may still try to hector their
way through the process on the back of their majority position.
As the government prepares to recommend the prorogation of the
ongoing session of the federal Parliament due to fears of Covid-19
transmission, the bill, along with other crucial bills, is certain to
be pushed to the next session. But its provisions need a sustained
critique so that lawmakers realise that the attack on individual
rights to privacy is unacceptable and that the provisions in their
current form have no place in a democratic republic.

Nepal Rastra Bank recently issued
directions to banks in Nepal to decide
and publish their fixed interest rates on
term loans. Against this backdrop, the
scenarios and modalities for fixed interest rates in Nepal’s financial market
need to be analysed. In the international
market, two types of interest rates are
prevalent for term loans—floating and
fixed interest rates.
A floating interest rate is the rate set
by adding a risk premium to a variable
reference rate such as LIBOR (London
Inter-bank Offered Rate), Euribor (Euro
Interbank Offered Rate), MCLR (marginal cost of funds based lending rate),
SOFR (secured overnight financing
rate) and base rate. In Nepal, this rate is
called Base Rate. These reference rates
change on a daily, weekly, monthly and
quarterly basis. The floating rates on
loans are subject to reset after a defined
period which is generally one year or
less.
Under a fixed interest rate mechanism, financial institutions offer a fixed
interest rate for the full tenure of the
loan which does not change. However,
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financial institutions put a rate reset
period to manage their interest rate risk
which is generally two years or more.
The concept of fixed interest rate on
loans is based on the fact that general
borrowers may not have the capacity to
predict future rates, but banks at least
have some expertise. A fixed interest
rate mechanism protects customers
from the uncertainty of changes in
interest rates. It protects customers by
not increasing the interest rate liability
despite an increase in the borrowing
interest rate in the market. It also
secures a steady income inflow for the
lending bank.
A fixed interest is beneficial to borrowers if the market rate rises after
obtaining the loan, but they will lose in
case the market rate falls. Choosing
between a fixed or a floating rate is a
dilemma for most customers, but it has
been observed that mature people opt
for a fixed interest rate while young
borrowers opt for a floating interest
rate. More salaried people choose a fixed
interest rate compared to self-employed
people.
Scenario in Nepal
Interest rates in Nepal have been more
volatile compared to any other country
in the South Asian Association for
Regional
Cooperation
grouping.
Benchmark rates such as interbank
lending rates and treasury rates are
indicators of market rates. As per Nepal
Rastra Bank data, during the one-year
period from mid-April 2019 to mid-April
2020, the average interbank lending rate
fluctuated from 5.28 to 2.13 percent.
During the same period, the average
91-day Treasury bill rate swung between
4.44 and 2.13 percent. Similar volatility
has been observed in the past years.
Interest rates on fixed deposits have also

shown almost similar variations.
Nepali banks have a big mismatch in
maturities of assets (loans) and liabilities (deposits) which is called maturity
mismatch. Banks hold less long-term
deposits than issue long-term loans. As
per central bank data for April 12, 2020,
total fixed deposits held by commercial
banks with a maturity period of two
years or more amounted to Rs237 billion.
Term loans, housing loans and hire purchase loans provided by commercial
banks (they have a maturity of more
than two years) totalled Rs943 billion.
The housing loans provided by banks
total Rs208 billion and have an average
repayment period of about eight years,
but the amount of fixed deposits with a
maturity of eight years or more is almost
negligible. This shows a huge maturity
mismatch between long-term deposits
and loans in Nepal’s banking sector.
As per Nepal Rastra Bank guidelines,
the Base Rate is a reference rate that is
dependent primarily on the cost of
deposits for banks along with other factors such as the CRR (cash reserve
ratio), SLR (statutory liquidity ratio)
and operation costs. Banks have the
challenge to keep the base rate less volatile in view of the volatility in interest
rates and liquidity. Banks have to fix
interest rates on loans based on the Base
Rate after adding credit risk premiums.
Due to the volatility of interest rates,
banks were compelled to change interest rates on loan products which led to
questions about efficiency besides denting their image. Amid the above challenges and central bank instructions to
publish fixed interest rates on term
loans for a fixed tenure, Nepali banks
face a challenge setting fixed interest
rates on term loans by finding an equilibrium between its returns and customer expectations.

Recommendations
In view of high volatility, banks should
be allowed to fix the interest rate on
term loans for a shorter term, that is up
to one-two years initially or they should
be allowed to insert an interest reset
clause which permits banks to manage
their interest rate risk.
It has been observed that in case of a
decrease in loan interest rates in the
market, customers with fixed interest
rates prepay their term loans. Nepal
Rastra Bank has barred banks from
levying pre-payment charges for prepayment of loans up to Rs5 million. The
central bank should allow banks to collect prepayment charges in case of prepayment of fixed interest rate loans.
Banks should make their customers
thoroughly understand the fixed-rate
mechanism before offering such rates.
Customers should have the option to
convert from a fixed interest rate to
floating interest rate or vice versa with
some charges.
Banks should not be allowed to offer
teaser loans where the fixed rate is for a
very short-term initially and then
forced to floating rates thereafter.
Such teaser products attract borrowers
at a lower fixed rate for a short term
and then banks may charge higher
rates and make unexplained gains.
Banks should bring innovative deposit
instruments to attract long-term deposits to reduce the prevalent maturity
mismatch and offer clients long-term
fixed interest rates on loans. The implementation of a fixed interest rate mechanism on loans protects customers from
uncertainties and it is also expected to
help banks to restore some positive
image.
Sharma is Assistant General Manager
at Everest Bank Limited.

Central Asia’s diverse Covid-19 responses
Some governments were
slow to prepare for the
virus’s arrival even after
recognising the threat early.
DJOOMART OTORBAEV

Covid-19’s impact on my country,
Kyrgyzstan, first hit home for me on
March 19, when my son arrived at
Bishkek’s international airport from
a ‘highly infected’ European country. I
was unable to see him because, along
with several dozen others who arrived
on the flight with him, he was immediately subjected to a 14-day quarantine
at a former American military base
that the United States donated to the
country in 2014.
But it was a quarantine in name
only. The former base was chaotic and
disorganised. Instead of being strictly
isolated from one another, arriving
passengers were confined to a completely unprepared and tightly fenced
area, where they moved and interacted freely.
Moreover, hygiene was practically
non-existent, with few toilets, washbasins, or showers for more than a hundred people. So, this attempt to prevent the coronavirus from entering
the country was, in fact, creating ideal
conditions for infection to spread
among new arrivals.
Five days later, and without any
explanation, all of the isolated passengers were released into ‘home quarantine’. I heard later that at least one of
them had tested positive for Covid-19,
but even today, nobody knows whether

the passengers have infected anyone
else.
This and numerous other episodes
demonstrate how completely unprepared Kyrgyzstan and, it seems, our
Central Asian neighbours were for the
virus. The government has tacitly
admitted as much. A few days after the
quarantined
passengers
were
released, the country’s chief sanitary
officer left his post. And on April 1,
both the deputy prime minister and
the health minister were fired.
This muddled response to the Covid19 threat seems incongruous, because
the Kyrgyz authorities had initially
taken appropriate, timely decisions.
On January 27, the State Security
Council recommended that the government ‘prevent the entry of coronavirus infection into the country’. But,
despite acknowledging the problem a
month and a half before Kyrgyzstan
reported its first case of Covid-19, the
authorities then did virtually nothing.
For example, the government was
well aware that many Kyrgyz citizens
were making the obligatory Muslim
pilgrimage to Mecca earlier this year.
They returned to Kyrgyzstan on
March 12, and some of them subsequently were among the first citizens
to be diagnosed with Covid-19.
And yet the government seemed
paralysed. It failed to purchase enough
reagents, testing kits, protective suits,
and other necessary equipment, and
did not prepare observation and quarantine facilities. The returnees from
Mecca were not tested until March 18,
by which time they could have infected others. And following the positive
tests, the Kyrgyz authorities did not
carry out any contact tracing.
Kyrgyzstan was not alone among
Central Asian countries in its relatively slow response to the pandemic.
Kazakhstan reported its first confirmed Covid-19 case on March 13 and
Uzbekistan two days later. And after
weeks of denials, Tajikistan finally
confirmed its first case only on April
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30, perhaps not coincidentally just a
few hours before the arrival of a World
Health Organisation mission in the
country.
Turkmenistan remains the only
Central Asian country, and one of the
very few in the world, that has reported no Covid-19 cases to date (its government recently declined to invite a
WHO mission to visit the country). As
of May 19, the other four Central
Asian countries had reported a relatively modest combined total of 12,525
cases, or about 169 per million inhabit-

ants, and in total a quite modest 106
deaths.
The numbers from Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan can perhaps be trusted. These countries’ governments provide a few updates about
the pandemic each day, while the situation is actively discussed in independent media (including foreign outlets) and on social media platforms.
Non-governmental organisations also
have a critical monitoring role to play,
which is why the Kyrgyz government’s ongoing attempts to restrict

these groups’ activities are particularly worrying.
The Turkmen and Tajik authorities
are traditionally less open with the
media. But Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty (RFE/RL), which has sources
in both countries, recently reported
that the Turkmen authorities had
transferred more than 400 people from
a quarantine zone in Turkmenabad,
the country’s second-largest city, to
small provincial hospitals. This followed other media reports alleging
that the authorities were trying to

hide coronavirus cases from the WHO.
But the situation in Tajikistan is
currently causing the greatest concern, with the World Bank recently
warning of up to 230,500 severe Covid19 infections and as many as 21,000
deaths (the country’s population is
about 9.3 million). The Tajik authorities are apparently beginning to recognise the danger. On May 1, the AsiaPlus news agency reported that
Rustam Emomali, the mayor of the
capital, Dushanbe, had addressed residents and urged them not to panic,
assuring them that the state had
enough resources to combat the pandemic.
Finally, Covid-19 has also created a
serious problem for the estimated
four-five million Central Asian
migrants who live and work in Russia.
Most of them are from Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan, and are a
major source of remittances. Indeed,
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan received
remittances totalling about 30 percent
of their GDP in 2019, and are among
the world leaders in remittances per
capita.
But many of these migrants have
lost their jobs because of the pandemic, and border closures are preventing
them from returning home. Although
the Russian government’s decision to
pay the migrants unemployment benefits will help, this is only a temporary
solution. Their incomes and remittances will fall sharply, which will
dramatically affect Central Asian
economies.
Having recognised the Covid-19
threat early on, some of Central Asia’s
governments were slow to prepare for
the coronavirus’s eventual arrival.
And with the pandemic’s biggest,
mainly economic challenges still to
come to the region, the real problems
may lie ahead.
Otorbaev was prime minister of
Kyrgyzstan in 2014-15.
—Project Syndicate
C M Y K
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Congress to stand against
seven-year provision for
naturalised citizenship

Protests flare up in Province 2 against
citizenship amendment bill
Janata Samajbadi Party leaders warn of intensifying their protests if the bill is not withdrawn.
PROVINCE 2 BUREAU
JANAKPUR, JUNE 30

Protests are being held in different
parts of Province 2 against the provisions of the citizenship amendment
bill that allow naturalised citizenship
for foreign women married to Nepali
men only after seven years.
At a rally taken out in Janakpur, the
provincial headquarters, on Tuesday,
several provincial ministers, members of the provincial assembly and
elected representatives marched
alongside the demonstrators to show
their solidarity.
The rally was organised by the
Janata Samajbadi Party, Nepal and
among the notable participants were
Minister for Internal Affairs and Law
Gyanendra Kumar Yadav, Minister for
Agriculture
and
Cooperative
Shailendra Prasad Sah, provincial
assembly members Prameshwor Sah
and Shailendra Yadav, and Mayor of
Janakpurdham Lal Kishore Sah.
Several
leaders
from
the
Janata
Samajbadi
Party
who
addressed the rally claimed that the
proposed seven-year naturalisation
period was discriminatory against
women.
They also warned of intensifying
their protests if the bill to amend the
Citizenship Act is not withdrawn.
Prameshwor Sah, the provincial
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Minister for Internal Affairs and Law Gyanendra Kumar Yadav joined the rally taken out in
Janakpur on Tuesday.
assembly member, accused the federal
lawmakers of conspiring to end the
“roti-beti” relationship between Nepal
and India.
“The culture of marriage between
Indian and Nepali citizens is a long
one, one that dates to Treta Yug, when
Ram and Sita were married,” Sah
said, referring to the popular Hindu
mythology. “Nepalis and Indians are

US may wait for some
time to see MCC ...
>> Continued from page 1

“But, they may not wait for long if there is no
certainty of ratification from Parliament as administrative cost continues to increase,” he said.
He, however, said that the US could build more
pressure on Nepal to act fast as the deadline proposed by Nepal for implementation of the programme expired on Tuesday.
The US has not released any amount since late last
year for expenses to operate Millennium Challenge
Account Nepal (MCA-Nepal), an agency formed to
implement the projects under the MCC.
“This is a part of pressure building on Nepal to act
fast on ratification after the ratification date set for
September 2019 was missed,” said a source at the
MCA-Nepal. “Now, the expenses of all the staff and
international consultants are being borne by Nepal’s
resources.”
Nepal will partner in the programme with budgetary allocation of $130 million. Earlier, the US was
releasing money every quarter, the source said.
The government plans to implement two 400KV
transmission line projects—Lapsiphedi-RatmateHetauda and Lapsiphedi-Ratmate-Damauli with the
funding from the MCC.
Experts say that the statement makes no hint of
exiting Nepal but seeks to convince Nepal about the
benefits of the compact programme. For example,
the US said that the delay in ratification was delaying the benefits of more jobs and increased economic growth for nearly 23 million Nepalis.
The MCA-Nepal said in a statement on Monday
that taking the programme into implementation
from June 30 was no longer viable due to the delay in
its ratification by Nepal’s Parliament and the Covid19 crisis.
“The MCA-Nepal is working with all relevant
authorities to complete the remaining conditions
precedent, including parliamentary ratification of
the Compact as soon as possible, to Enter into Force
and begin implementation,” the statement reads.
Former ambassador Sharma said that the US
could be ready to look into disputed provisions of
the agreement provided the Nepali government
makes requests.
“Even if they are not ready to alter the entire
agreement, they may be ready to clarify certain provisions through letters of exchange which may be
made part of the agreement,” said Sharma.
In a recent interview with the Post, a senior official at the Finance Ministry said that the US had not
shown its readiness to amend the agreement.
“Their recent delegations have suggested that
they could pull out from Nepal instead of amending
the agreement,” said a Finance Ministry official on
condition of anonymity because he is not authorised
to speak to the media.
“The template of the agreement signed by other
countries is not much different from what Nepal has
signed and I doubt if they will be ready to offer separate provisions for Nepal.”

in a family-like relationship. Any
attempts to disturb such a relationship won’t be tolerated.”
Mayor Sah suggested the federal
government withdraw the amendment bill and focus on its coronavirus
response instead.
The Janata Samajbadi Party has
been protesting in Janakpur against
the amendment bill for over the weeks

Virus testing halted in Surkhet
after machine stops working
In Karnali, around 1,600 swab samples are yet to be tested, authorities say.
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1,466 people have tested positive for coronavirus in Karnali Province as of Tuesday.
KALENDRA SEJUWAL
SURKHET, JUNE 30

The lone real-time polymerase
chain reaction machine at
Coronavirus Test Laboratory at
Karnali Provincial Hospital,
Surkhet, has been out of order for
the past five days with around 800
swab samples, collected from various
districts
of
Karnali
Province, yet to be tested.
Om Acharya, lab coordinator
at Provincial Health Service
Directorate, said, “Swabs collected from Dailekh, Salyan, Jajarkot,
Rukum (West) and Surkhet districts have been kept in the lab
under controlled temperature.
“The temperature in the freezer has been maintained at minus
80 degrees celsius. We can preserve the samples for five to six
months but given the pandemic,
it would be good to expedite testing,” said Acharya.
Karnali’s provincial government had brought the RT-PCR
machine from the laboratory of
Tribhuvan University, and started testing samples from April.
The machine can process 96 samples at once, but it was yet to be
used to its full capacity.

Although the federal government also sent another PCR
machine to test samples in midApril, it was out of order by midApril. In a meeting of the
Provincial Disaster Management
Centre on Monday, Mahendra
Bahadur Shahi, Chief Minister
of the province, directed the
ministers and health officials to
fix the RT-PCR machine as soon
as possible.
Reeta Bhandari, director at
Provincial
Health
Service
Directorate, however, said that
officials have been sending some
swab samples (after RNA extraction) to a laboratory in Nepalgunj.
“The machine has gone out of
order but testing has not stopped.
On Tuesday alone, we got four
samples positive from the
Nepalgunj laboratory,” said
Bhandari.
Meanwhile, the PCR machine
at the Jumla-based Karnali
Academy of Health Science is
also unable to process samples at
the required pace. Bishworaj
Kafle, registrar at the academy, said, “Discussions are
being held to send the pending 800 swab samples from
Surkhet to the academy for

Leaders call for Oli’s resignation ...
>> Continued from page 1

Nepal too said that Oli’s Sunday
statement was not appropriate even if
he had spoken as an individual, let
alone the prime minister and chair of
the ruling party. He also asked Oli to
clarify whether the government wanted to fight with India or bring back the
encroached land through dialogue, as
his statements were further alienating
India, according to Yadav.
Oli left the meeting after listening
to Nepal, Khanal and Gautam and
never returned.
He had skipped the last two days of
the ongoing Standing Committee
meeting, despite the meet being held
at his residence in Baluwatar.
Before Tuesday’s meeting, Oli had
met President Bidya Devi Bhandari
for more than an hour at Sheetal
Niwas. Party insiders say that Oli consulted with Bhandari on the crisis
within the ruling party. When the
meeting concluded, Dahal said that
Oli had once again visited Sheetal
Niwas, according to Yadav.

now. Thep party also took out a rally
in Sarlahi and Bara districts on
Tuesday.
“This bill that is prejudiced and
discriminatory should be withdrawn,”
Pramod Gupta, a leader of the Janata
Samajbadi Party, said while addressing the rally in Bara.
Meanwhile, protests against the bill
have also been ongoing in Biratnagar,
the capital of Province 1.
The parliamentary State Affairs
and Good Governance Committee on
June 21 had endorsed an amendment
bill on the Citizenship Act 2063, with
the provision that foreign women
married to Nepali men will have to
wait for seven years to acquire naturalised citizenship.
The House committee had been
debating the bill for the last two years.
The committee went ahead with the
provision of seven-year naturalisation period after the ruling Nepal
Communist Party (NCP) took a decision to that effect.
Nepali Congress, Samajbadi Party
Nepal and Rastriya Janata Party
Nepal have opposed the provision,
calling it unconstitutional and against
the provision of the interim constitution 2006, as per which the Citizenship
Act 2063 allowed foreign women to
acquire naturalised citizenship
immediately after getting married to
Nepali men.

Tuesday’s meeting also discussed
the appearance of an application to
register a new party at the Election
Commission two days ago, according
to party spokesperson Narayan Kaji
Shrestha. The new party is named
CPN-UML, the same party that Oli led
before its merger with Dahal’s Maoists
to form the Nepal Communist
Party (NCP). Despite formally merging on May 17, 2018, the unification
process of the two parties has yet to be
complete.
“Two days ago, an application was
filed by Sandhya Tiwari of Jhapa to
register the UML party at the Election
Commission,” said Shrestha. “Leaders
questioned the prime minister, but he
replied that the Nepal Communist
Party was his only party.”
But party leaders believe there is a
fly in the ointment. There is suspicion
within the ruling party that Oli, aware
of the alliance building against him,
is taking measures to split the party.
He had told loyalists on April 28 while
talking to lawmakers at Baluwatar to

remain “ready for anything”.
During his address on Sunday
too, Oli had taken a swipe at the
Dahal faction, saying the Nepal
and
its
Communist
Party
Parliamentary Party were not going to
be swayed by anyone.
According to insiders, Oli feels
that the opponent faction in the ruling
party could consider employing
the Parliamentary Party, where Oli
falls short of around eight seats, to
oust him.
There are concerns in the ruling
party that if Oli senses a move of vote
of no confidence against him, he could
even go to the extent of splitting the
party.
According to Khanal, if Oli
decides to split the party, he will do it
at his own peril and it will cost him
dearly.
“He cannot split the party but he
can take a few leaders with him if he
wishes to leave,” Khanal told the Post.
“But if he decides to do that, he will
disgrace the entire party.”

testing. But, we already have 800
swab samples here.” Until
Tuesday, 1,466 individuals tested
positive for coronavirus in
Karnali Province. Dailekh (760
cases), Surkhet (347 cases) and
Salyan (177 cases) are the most
virus-hit districts in the province. The Surkhet-based laboratory used to test swab samples from
these three districts.
Although PCR testing had
started in Dailekh from Monday,
it has not gained momentum as
the samples are being sent to
Nepalgunj-based lab for cross
ve r i f i c at i o n .
N a r aya n
Municipality had purchased the
machine on June 24. Dr Niranjan
Pant, chief at the health Service
Office in Dailekh, said, “We tested 40 samples on the first day and
sent those samples again to
Nepalgunj for verification. We
have just started testing and we
will release the results in the next
few days.”
Similarly,
Chaurjahari
Municipality in Rukum (West)
has also purchased a PCR
machine. Bishal Sharma, mayor
of Chaurjahari, said, “The
machine is being installed now.
We hope that testing will start
from Friday. Swab samples from
Salyan, Jajarkot, Dolpa and
Surkhet could be tested here.”
A total of 29,107 swab samples
were tested in Karnali until
Tuesday. According to the
Ministry of Social Development,
among 1,466 individuals who tested positive for Covid-19, 520 have
been recovered so far. Dr Laxmi
Narayan Tiwari, chief at the
Health Service Division of the
ministry, said, “There are only
365 active cases of coronavirus in
various isolation centres of
Karnali province.”

BINOD GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, JUNE 30

The Nepali Congress has decided to
stand against the citizenship amendment bill tabled in the Parliament that
requires seven years for a foreign
woman married to a Nepali man to
acquire naturalised citizenship.
The Central Working Committee of
the main opposition party on Tuesday
concluded that the seven-year provision is unconstitutional. It has said
any foreign woman married to a
Nepali man should be granted naturalised citizenship as soon as she
starts the process to renounce her
original citizenship.
Despite reservations from the
Nepali Congress, Samajbadi Party
Nepal and Rastriya Janata Party
Nepal, the State Affairs and Good
Governance Committee of the House
of Representatives endorsed the bill
with the seven-year cooling period
before granting naturalised citizenship to foreign women married to
Nepali men.
The three parties are for the continuation of the existing provision as per
the Nepal Citizenship Act 2006 that
was promulgated in line with the
Interim Constitution 2007, which has
provisions of granting naturalised citizenship to foreign women married to
Nepali men as soon as they produce
evidence of the start of the process to
renounce their original citizenship.
The Nepali Congress had registered
a note of dissent when the parliamentary committee endorsed the bill
through a majority vote.
“The party has decided that the seven-year provision is regressive and
the existing provision should prevail,”
Prakash Sharan Mahat, party’s deputy general-secretary, told the Post.
The note, however, doesn’t talk
about naturalised citizenship for foreign men married to Nepal women.
Amid concerns from various sections that the Nepali state was discriminatory when it comes to citizenship to foreign women married to
Nepali men and foreign men married
to Nepali women, Nepali Congress
President Sher Bahadur Deuba on
June 24, two days after the House committee endorsed the bill, had taken to
Twitter to question the gender discriminations.
“It would be discriminatory if foreign men married to Nepali women
are barred from acquiring citizenship,” Deuba wrote on Twitter .
According
to
the
existing
Citizenship Act, there is no provision
for naturalised citizenship for foreign
men married to Nepali women.
A foreign man wanting to get naturalised citizenship of Nepal must have
stayed in the country for 15 years.
Though Deuba raised the issue
through social media, his party had
not taken any position on it during
deliberations in the House committee.
The Central Working Committee also
didn’t take any decision on the matter.
According to Dila Sangraula, a

Central Working Committee member,
most of the leaders during the deliberations were for the continuation of the
existing provision for foreign women
married to Nepali men but no one
raised voice for providing citizenship
to foreign men married to Nepali
women.
“Even the party president (Deuba)
said that though he had tweeted about
naturalised citizenship to foreign men
who enter into matrimony with Nepali
women, he was ready to accept what
the Central Working Committee
decides,” she told the Post.
Congress lawmaker and a central
member Gagan Thapa, too, had raised
the issue about equal provision in
granting citizenship.
He is for having equal duration for
acquiring naturalised citizenship for
both women and men married to
Nepali nationals.
Mahat, however, said the party took
no decision to this effect, as the
Constitution of Nepal doesn’t envision providing naturalised citizenship
to foreign men tying nuptial knots
with Nepali women.
The primary opposition on Tuesday
also dwelt on its general convention,
which is due next year.
The party leadership has proposed
to hold its 14th general convention at
the stipulated date while revising the
date of ward and provincial level conventions.
The 14th general convention of the
main opposition is scheduled for
February 19-22 next year.
The party has called the meeting for
Wednesday to take a decision on the
date, as some of the leaders voiced for
its postponement by a few months.
The Central Working Committee, as
per the party’s statute, however, can
revise the date to take it to August
next year.
Pushpa Bhusal, a central committee
member, said the party’s proposal to
hold the general convention in
February will be endorsed by
Wednesday’s meeting.
The party’s central committee on
January 27 had fixed the February
date for the jamboree.
Incumbent President Sher Bahadur
Deuba was elected to the position from
the 13th general convention held in
March 2016.
Bhusal said though the party leadership has proposed not to change the
date for general convention, it is for
changing the date for ward and provincial level conventions.
“As per the proposed schedule, the
party president will submit the list of
active members to the central election
committee by August 16,” said Bhusal.
Against the earlier decision to hold
the
ward-level
convention
on
November 1, the party has proposed to
hold it on December 22. Similarly, the
convention at the local level will be
held a day later. The convention at the
provincial level has been proposed for
December 26 while district level
conventions will take place on
December 28.

RSS

Nepali Congress leaders attend the party’s Central Working Committee meeting at the party
headquarters in Sanepa, Lalitpur, on Tuesday.

Government of Nepal
Ministry of Physical Infrastructure and Transport
Department of Roads

Road Improvement and Development Project Directorate
Battisputali, Kathmandu

INTENTION TO AWARD THE CONTRACT
Date of first Publication: July 01, 2020 (17 Ashadh, 2077)
Government of Nepal, Ministry of Physical Infrastructure and Transport, Department of Roads, Road

Improvement and Development Project Directorate hereby notifies and intends to award following
contract tabulated as below to the corresponding bidder as their bid as corrected and modified in accordance
with the Instructions to Bidders is hereby selected as substantially responsive lowest evaluated bid.
This is pursuant to Clause 40 of the Instruction to the Bidders and Clause 27.2 &27.3 of Public Procurement
Act (PPA), 2063 and also for the purpose of Clause 47 of PPA, 2063.
Date of Bid invitation: 2020/02/20; Bid Notice no: 0l/RIDP/076/77; Last Date for bid Submission: 2020/05/14
Total Bid Price excluding
Name of Recommended
Contract No./ Name of Project
VAT but including PS
Bidder
(USD)
RIDP/337133/SRS-03(Re)/2074/075; M/s Telecommunications
Upgrading/ Improvement of Ch. 0+000 Consultants India Limited
14,133,995.47
to 49+817 Km Sector of Shelleghat- (TCIL), Hattigaunda,
Ramechhap- Sanghutar Road
Kathmandu
Please be informed that the provision stipulated in ITB 19.6 (a. ii) of Bidding Document and Clause 21 (2 Ka)
of PPA, 2063 will be administered by this office within prescribed timeline under Rule 53 (7) of PPR, 2064.
Project Coordinator
C M Y K

WEDNESDAY, JULY 01, 2020 | 06

MONEY
FOREX
US Dollar

121.11

Euro

135.79

Pound Sterling

148.74

Japanese Yen

11.24

Chinese Yuan

17.12

Qatari Riyal

33.26

Australian Dollar

82.93

Malaysian Ringit

28.26

Saudi Arab Riyal

32.29
Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank

Shares
1260.75pts

Nepse

6.06%

HIGHEST GAINERS
ALICL
10%

SLICL
10%

STC
9.98%

VLBS
9.97%

TRH
-0.55%

GUFL
-0.94%

NSEWA
-1.97%

NIBSF1
-1.99%

NLIC
10%

NLICL
10%

SHIVM
10%

CIT
10%

MODERATE GAINERS
HDL
9.96%

SKBBL
9.95%

NIL
9.95%

SICL
9.93%

KPCL
-1.88%

EDBL
-1.91%

OHL
-9.73%

NRIC
-9.94%

MODERATE LOSERS
ALBSL
-1.64%

SHL
-1.84%

HIGHEST LOSERS
BFC
-2.27%

SAEF
-3.89%

BULLION

PRICE PER TOLA

Fine Gold

Rs 91,200

Silver

Rs 945
SOURCE: FENEGOSIDA

GASOLINE WATCH

BIZLINE
Daraz inks deal with leading
digital wallet provider eSewa
KATHMANDU: Nepal’s leading online
marketplace, Daraz, has joined hands
with Nepal’s leading digital wallet
service provider, eSewa. With this
partnership, users can now easily pay
via eSewa for anything bought on the
Daraz App. This new payment process will introduce one of the most
convenient ways of shopping on
Daraz, reads the press statement
issued by the company. Payments via
eSewa will not only reduce the time
spent in the check-out process but
also alleviate consumer concern by
improving digital security and adding
another cashless payment option. All
transactions through eSewa Wallet
can be completed in a few taps, ensuring a smooth online shopping experience on Daraz. To use the eSewa
Wallet on Daraz, customers will have
to first link their eSewa account.
Once linked customers can do seamless transactions ensuring minimal
time spent at check-out. The wallet
also facilitates fast refund processing
for payments completed through
eSewa. “eSewa is the leading digital
wallet with a massive user base in
Nepal and we’re very excited to finally integrate eSewa into our Daraz
platform and give our customers even
more payment options. ” said Lino
Ahlering, Managing Director of
Daraz Nepal.

IFC provides NMB Bank with
$25 million loan
KATHMANDU: IFC, a member of the
World Bank Group, is providing a $25
million loan to NMB Bank, one of
Nepal’s premier banks, to boost
financing for green projects and
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs). The investment is expected to
help expand NMB’s SME portfolio to
over US$1 billion by 2025—creating
up to 50,000 jobs over the next five
years, states the press release issued
by the bank. The project is expected
to see a doubling in the amount of
loans available for SMEs from NMB,
creating more jobs in the economy.
The loan marks IFC’s first climate
focused lending to a financial institution in Nepal, incorporating the
internationally recognized green loan
principles. Overall the support for
green financing, excluding hydro
financing, is expected to contribute
towards reducing CO2 emissions in
the country. IFC expects the project
will also build up NMB’s capacity to
identify and evaluate green lending
opportunities and increase access to
green financing in Nepal over the
next five years—trebling the amount
of loans available for “going green”.

Proposed electronic commerce law
sent to Industry Ministry for review

UK economy shows
biggest drop in 40
years in early 2020

The budget for the next fiscal year has also accorded priority to online transactions.

REUTERS

KRISHANA PRASAIN

Britain’s economy shrank by the most
since 1979 in early 2020 as households
slashed their spending, according to
official data that included the first few
days of the coronavirus lockdown.
Gross domestic product dropped by
a quarterly 2.2 percent between
January and March, the Office for
National Statistics (ONS) said.
That was below the median forecast
in a Reuters poll of economists for a
fall of 2.0 percent.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson will
set out his plan to speed up the British
economy’s recovery later on Tuesday
when he will promise to fast-track 5
billion pounds ($6.13 billion) of infrastructure investment.

LONDON, JUNE 30

KATHMANDU, JUNE 30

The Department of Commerce, Supply
and Consumer Protection has prepared a draft E-Commerce Bill 2020
that aims to create a facilitative
regulatory environment for online
trade in Nepal.
The proposed law has been sent to
the Ministry of Industry, Commerce
and Supplies to be reviewed before it
is submitted to the cabinet for its
approval.
Extensive discussions are held on
the bill before it is tabled in Parliament.
After the proposed piece of legislation
is passed by Parliament, the president
signs it into law.
The e-commerce law will regulate
and facilitate the trade of goods, services and intellectual property rights
using electronic means, and support
the growing digital ecosystem.
Electronic commerce has been
steadily growing in Nepal, and the
extraordinary situation created by the
stay-at-home order following the virus
pandemic highlighted its importance.
The budget statement for the next fiscal year has also accorded priority to
online transactions.
Baikuntha Aryal, secretary at the
ministry, said that the preliminary
draft was under review.
The draft bill has separated e-commerce into different business models--according to the nature of the
business--like inventory, service, marketplace and mixed.
Anyone who wishes to start an
e-commerce business needs to be registered with the Company Registrar
Office and acquire a licence to operate. This business operation license
needs to be renewed every year,
according to a copy of the draft
obtained by the Post.
As per the proposed law, e-commerce businesses need to obtain a
permit from the department within
three months from the date the
E-Commerce Act comes into force.
After the end of the period, firms
have another three months to get their
permit by paying a fine. Companies
will be barred from conducting transactions if they do not get a permit
within the extended period of time.
E-commerce firms are required to
issue e-bills, receipts and other docu-

The e-commerce law will regulate and facilitate the trade of goods, services and intellectual property rights using electronic means, and
support the growing digital ecosystem.

Gross domestic
product dropped
by a quarterly 2.2
percent between
January and March.

ments, and maintain e-records of all
transactions, according to the draft.
Information about the goods and
services offered by the firm should be
posted on its website, and any changes
should be immediately updated, says
the draft.
The size, variety, weight, quality,
features and price needs to be
clearly mentioned in both Nepali and
English languages, including the expiry date and the label of the goods on
the website.
Customers have the right to return
goods sold with a warranty within 15
days from the date of purchase in case
of any faults in them.
If goods of a lower quality or faulty
goods are delivered to the customer
and they face hassles, they have the
right to claim compensation.
Traders are required to display
their registration certificate, licence,
name and address and details on the
official website, and all documentation needs to be fully visible to the
public, the draft says.
Buyers can cancel their order within 24 hours and place an order for
another product should they change
their mind.

Britain’s economy may have contracted by 20 percent in the first half
of 2020, the Bank of England said
earlier this month as the full effects
of the lockdown hammered most
sectors in the April-June period. The
BoE has said the slump in the economy this year could be the worst in
three centuries.
Tuesday’s figures—which build on
previously released data for the first
quarter—showed a surge in household
saving as their spending collapsed by
the largest amount, in cash terms,
since records began in the 1950s.
“The lockdown of most businesses
on March 23 meant that households
were unable to spend even if they
wanted to,” said Thomas Pugh, UK
economist at Capital Economics, adding that it will take the economy until
2022 to regain its pre-crisis level.
The household savings ratio shot up
to 8.6 percent in the first quarter from
6.6 percent at the end of 2019.
The ONS has previously estimated
that Britain’s economy shrank by a
record 20.4 percent in April from
March but there have been some signs
of recovery more recently.

SHUTTERSTOCK

They can make online payment
through their own account by using
any digital platform operating in the
country as per the law, or they can
make online bank transactions or pay
cash. Traders should provide information regarding payment clearly.
The service provider will be compensated for loss caused by unauthorised and unsecured payments made by
the service user through its own
account, and it will be the responsibility of each user to immediately
inform the service provider of the
unauthorised payment made through
his account.
If any item purchased from the seller is different from the one demanded
by the buyer, if it is damaged, or if it
is in an unusable condition, the buyer
must return the item within five days
from the date of receipt. The buyer
can buy another item or withdraw the
amount paid.
If there is an error in the goods or
services sold by the intermediary
dealer electronically, if the goods sold
or handed over are different from
what is demanded, or if they cannot
be used due to poor quality, such goods
may be withdrawn, exchanged, or

refunded. The responsibility will be
on the mediating businessman.
Entrepreneurs operating under the
e-business regulation will be liable to
take back and exchange non-consumable goods due to defects in the production of the goods or services sold by
electronic means.
According to the nature of the item
to be transported, such item should be
transported within the specified period. The shipper will be responsible if
the item is damaged, leaked or
destroyed during transportation.
If the goods and services are not
available as demanded by the buyer
during the purchase and sale of goods
and services or if the goods and services are not available due to other
reasons, there will be no conditions
contrary to the agreement for refund.
The customer’s details regarding
credit/debit, personal details and
bank account number should be kept
private and secure.
The department will conduct a necessary inspection of the trading company, the goods and storage facilities.
If any traders are found violating the
rules, they will be fined from Rs25,000
to Rs300,000, depending on the case.

Airbus slows services push
amid coronavirus crisis
REUTERS
PARIS, JUNE 30

Airbus has postponed its target of
building a $10 billion services business amid the coronavirus crisis, but
is sticking with a strategy of supporting airline operations, a senior executive said as the company heads for a
broader shake-up.
Airbus has said it wants to boost
services revenues to $10 billion by 2030
compared with over $4 billion in 2019,
mirroring a push by rival Boeing.
But the coronavirus travel crisis
has hit demand for services such
as spare parts and maintenance
data-crunching.
“It is postponing the ambition a little in terms of timing, but the strategy
is still relevant. We still think developing services makes sense,” Philippe
Mhun, executive vice-president programmes and services, told Reuters.
“It is still a scale we can look for, but
it is a question of timing and how this
crisis will transform our industry, and
it’s too early to say,” he said of the $10
billion target.
Industry sources say Airbus has
effectively dropped the goal and is
restructuring its services business,
re-allocating some staff elsewhere.

Wider job cuts are also imminent.
“Aircraft are being grounded and
this impacts services as much as the
aircraft [manufacturing] business.
Some [services] projects were paused
and postponed,” Mhun said, adding
Airbus was being more cautious about
inventory of parts.
Despite cash pressures, Airbus is
pursuing plans to build the world’s
longest-range narrow-body plane, the
A321XLR.
“This is a project we have really
protected. It is performing as per
the initial plan,” with first flight in
2022 and entry to service in 2023,
Mhun said.
Engineering sources say the project
to expand fuel capacity and therefore
range by installing a special tank is
challenging.
Getting the design right is essential
to ensuring the plane—a key weapon
in the contest with Boeing—does not
fall short on promised range.
Also prioritised are plans to put
more seats in the A350, drawing on
part of an A350-2000 variant that was
never built.
Sources say the “Step 7” project
aims to reduce a size gap between the
A350-900 and larger but shorter-range
Boeing 787-10.

POST PHOTO: KABIN ADHIKARI

A worker arranges mannequins at a store near Indrachwok, Kathmandu, on Tuesday. More shops are starting to reopen after the government
eased the lockdown measures.

Boeing begins crucial certification test flights for grounded 737 MAX
REUTERS
SEATTLE/WASHINGTON, JUNE 30

Boeing Co began a series of long-delayed flight tests of its redesigned 737
MAX with regulators at the controls
on Monday, hoping to win approval
and rebuild its reputation after fatal
crashes that toppled its leaders and
grounded the jet worldwide.
Pilots from the US FAA and Boeing
landed around 2:15 p.m. local time at
King County International Airport,
also known as Boeing Field, after a
round trip to eastern Washington
that included a high-speed system test
and other manoeuvres over about
three hours.
Reuters
first
reported
the
long-awaited certification test flights,
scheduled over three days, were set to
start on Monday, a pivotal moment in
Boeing’s worst-ever corporate crisis
triggered by twin crashes that killed
346 people in Ethiopia and Indonesia.
Boeing shares closed 14.4 percent
higher at $194.49 on Monday, helping
boost the Dow Jones Industrial

REUTERS

A Boeing 737 MAX airplane conducts a test flight at Boeing Field in Seattle, Washington, US.
Average. After the flights are completed, the FAA must analyse reams of
test data and approve new pilot training procedures, among other reviews,
and would not likely approve the
plane’s ungrounding until September,
industry and government sources say.
If that happens, the jet is on a path
to resume US service before year-end,
though the process has been plagued

by delays for more than a year.
Boeing did not publicise Monday’s
take off, saying the FAA was leading
the 737 MAX testing process. The business-as-usual atmosphere at Boeing
Field illustrated a shift in Boeing’s
communications strategy on the 737
MAX since last year when it strained
its relationship with the Federal
Aviation Administration by issuing

public statements that predicted the
timeline for the jet’s return. The crisis
has cost Boeing billions of dollars,
slashed production and hobbled its
supply chain, with criminal and
congressional investigations still
playing out.
In December, Boeing fired Chief
Executive Dennis Muilenburg after
scrutiny into the jet’s design and
development tarnished its reputation
with airlines and regulators.
The 737 MAX gaining FAA approval
to return to commercial service is
expected to spark a scramble by
Boeing to determine the fate of hundreds of parked jets.
There are some 450 jets that Boeing
is eager to deliver once the MAX is
cleared to fly, though experts say the
prospect of moving those quickly has
been diminished by the coronavirus
crisis. Airlines have also grounded a
further 385 jets in their fleets, and US
carriers have said it will take them
between 30 and 60 days after regulatory approval to prepare their jets and
pilots for flight.

A central task for the FAA is to validate Boeing’s upgrades to the MCAS
anti-stall system faulted in both crashes, as well as perform a wide array of
flight manoeuvres and emergency
procedures, the FAA said.
The agency said it will “lift the
grounding order only after we are satisfied that the aircraft meets certification standards.”
After taking off from Boeing Field,
the crew, which included Boeing
Commercial Airplanes Chief Pilot
Jim Webb, tested slow flight conditions between 12,000 feet and 15,000
feet, a person familiar with the flight
said. Later, they boosted airspeed to
470 knots at 14,000 feet to conduct
high-speed system tests, a person
familiar with the flight said.
The goal was likely a test of whether pilots were able to manually
adjust the tail’s horizontal stabiliser
at high speeds—a key focus during
crash investigations because pilots
struggled to make adjustments at
high speeds while also trying to counteract MCAS.
C M Y K
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Modi says virus
spread in India
still ‘critical’
ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW DELHI, JUNE 30

China passes national security law
in turning point for Hong Kong
Authorities say legislation is aimed at a few ‘troublemakers’ and won’t affect rights and freedoms, nor investor interests.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said in a live address on Tuesday
that the country’s coronavirus death
rate is under control, but that the
country is at a “critical juncture.”
Modi’s sixth address since the pandemic began came as India reported a
total of nearly 570,000 infections and
over 16,000 deaths.
“It is true that if you look at the
death rate of corona, then in comparison to many countries of this world,
India seems to be in [good] condition,”
Modi said, crediting his decision to
close down the country to all but
essential activity from late March to
early June.

He urges local
administrations to
be more stringent
about enforcing
distancing norms.
But since the lockdown was lifted,
the caseload has shot up, making India
the world’s fourth-worst affected country. While some restrictions remain,
many industries and businesses have
reopened, and Indians have cautiously
returned to the streets.
Modi blamed people for failing to
wear masks or follow social distancing guidelines.
“People are becoming careless,” he
said, adding, “we need to call out
the violators.”
He also urged local administrations
to be more stringent about enforcing
distancing norms.
Modi said free food rations for 800
million of the country’s 1.3 billion
people would continue until November.
He said the government would offer a
single ration card that would apply
across state boundaries.
“The biggest beneficiaries will be
those poor people who leave their village and go elsewhere for work,” he
said, indirectly referring to the tens of
thousands of migrants who left India’s
cities when the lockdown began, and
are now beginning to return as industry comes back online.

REUTERS

Pro-China supporters celebrate after China’s parliament passes national security law for Hong Kong, in Hong Kong, on Tuesday.
REUTERS
HONG KONG/ BEIJING, JUNE 30

China’s parliament passed national
security legislation for Hong Kong on
Tuesday, setting the stage for the most
radical changes to the former British
colony’s way of life since it returned
to Chinese rule 23 years ago.
Details of the law—which comes in
response to last year’s often-violent
pro-democracy protests in the city and
aims to tackle subversion, terrorism,
separatism and collusion with foreign
forces - are due out later on Tuesday.
Amid fears the legislation will
crush the global financial hub’s freedoms, and reports that the heaviest
penalty under it would be life imprisonment, pro-democracy activist
Joshua Wong’s Demosisto group said
it would dissolve.

“It marks the end of Hong Kong that
the world knew before,” Wong said on
Twitter. The legislation pushes Beijing
further along a collision course with
the United States, Britain and other
Western governments, which have
said it erodes the high degree of
autonomy the city was granted at its
July 1, 1997, handover.
The United States, already in dispute with China over trade, the South
China Sea and the novel coronavirus,
began eliminating Hong Kong’s special status under US law on Monday,
halting defence exports and restricting technology access.
China said it would retaliate.
Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam,
speaking via video link to the United
Nations Human Rights Council in
Geneva, urged the international community to “respect our country’s right

to safeguard national security”.
She said the law, which is expected
to come into force imminently, would
not undermine the city’s autonomy or
its independent judiciary.
Authorities in Beijing and Hong
Kong have repeatedly said the legislation is aimed at a few “troublemakers”
and will not affect rights and freedoms, nor investor interests.
The editor-in-chief of the Global
Times, a tabloid published by the
People’s Daily, the official newspaper
of China’s ruling Communist Party,
said on Twitter the heaviest penalty
under the law was life imprisonment,
without providing details.
Details of the law would be published later on Tuesday, said Henry
Tang, a Hong Kong delegate to China’s
top advisory body, after a meeting at
Beijing’s main representative office.

The legislation may get an early test
with activists and pro-democracy politicians saying they would defy a police
ban, amid coronavirus restrictions, on
a rally on the anniversary of the July
1 handover.
At last year’s demonstration, which
came amid a series of pro-democracy
protests, a crowd stormed and vandalised the city’s legislature.
“We will never accept the passing of
the law, even though it is so overpowering,” said Democratic Party chairman Wu Chi-wai. It is unclear if
attending the unauthorised rally
would constitute a national security
crime if the law came into force by
then. A majority in Hong Kong opposes the legislation, a poll conducted for
Reuters this month showed, but support for the protests has fallen to only
a slim majority. Police dispersed a
handful of activists protesting against
the law at a shopping mall.
Dozens of supporters of Beijing
popped champagne corks and waved
Chinese flags in celebration in front
of government headquarters.
“I’m very happy,” said one elderly
man, surnamed Lee.
“This will leave anti-China spies
and people who brought chaos to Hong
Kong with nowhere to go.”
This month, China’s official Xinhua
news agency unveiled some of the
law’s provisions, including that it
would supersede existing Hong Kong
legislation and that interpretation
powers belong to China’s parliament
top committee.
Beijing is expected to set up a
national security office in Hong Kong
for the first time and could also exercise jurisdiction on certain cases.
Judges for security cases are expected to be appointed by the city’s chief
executive. Senior judges now allocate
rosters up through Hong Kong’s independent judicial system.
It is not known which specific activities are to be made illegal, how precisely they are defined or what punishment they carry.
Britain, the European Union,
Japan, Taiwan and others have also
criticised the legislation.
China has hit back at the outcry,
denouncing “interference” in its
internal affairs.

BRIEFING
China says concerned about
India banning Chinese apps
NEW DELHI/BEIJING: Indian TikTok
users awoke on Tuesday to a notice
from the popular short-video app saying their data would be transferred to
an Irish subsidiary, a response to
India’s ban on dozens of Chinese
apps amid a military standoff
between the two countries. The quick
workaround showed the ban was
largely symbolic since the apps can’t
be automatically erased from devices
where they are already downloaded,
and is a response to a border clash
with China where 20 Indian soldiers
died earlier this month, digital
experts said. “They want to send a
message. This is a decision based on a
geopolitical situation,” said digital
rights activist Nikhil Pahwa.
Meanwhile, China said it was concerned about India’s decision to ban
Chinese mobile apps.

Khan says ‘no doubt’ India was
behind stock exchange attack
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan told parliament on
Tuesday he had ‘no doubt’ that India
was behind an attack on the stock
exchange building in Karachi a day
earlier. Four gunmen armed with grenades attacked the Pakistan Stock
Exchange on Monday, killing two
guards and a policeman before security forces killed the attackers. India
said on Monday it had nothing to do
with the assault. “There is no doubt
that India is behind the attack,” Khan
said in his address to parliament.
“For the last two months my cabinet
knew [there would be an attack] I had
informed my ministers,” he added.

China study warns of possible
new ‘pandemic virus’ from pigs
SHANGHAI: A new flu virus found in
Chinese pigs has become more infectious to humans and needs to be
watched closely in case it becomes a
potential “pandemic virus”, a study
said, although experts said there is
no imminent threat. A team of
Chinese researchers looked at influenza viruses found in pigs from 2011
to 2018 and found a “G4” strain of
H1N1 that has “all the essential hallmarks of a candidate pandemic
virus”, according to the paper,
published by the US journal,
Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences. Pig farm workers also
showed elevated levels of the virus in
their blood, the authors said, adding
that “close monitoring in human populations, especially the workers in the
swine industry, should be urgently
(AGENCIES)
implemented”.

AP/RSS

A child sits on the roof of a taxi during a protest in Madrid, Spain, on Tuesday. Taxi drivers are demanding assistance due to a lack of clients and private hire.

Pompeo calls
Taliban leader
amid Russian
bounty scandal
ASSOCIATED PRESS
ISLAMABAD, JUNE 30

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
has called and spoken with the
Taliban’s chief negotiator, a spokesman for the insurgents said on
Tuesday, amid a raging controversy
in Washington over when President
Donald Trump was told about US
intelligence that Russia was paying
the Taliban to kill US and NATO soldiers in Afghanistan.
However, it was not known whether
there was any mention during the call
of allegations that some Taliban militants received money to kill US and
NATO soldiers in Afghanistan.
Pompeo and Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar held a video conference late
on Monday in which Pompeo pressed
the insurgents to reduce violence in
Afghanistan and discussed ways of
moving a peace deal signed between
the US and the Taliban in February
forward, Taliban spokesman Suhail
Shaheen tweeted.
The call comes as the US peace
envoy, Zalmay Khalilzad, is touring
the region in efforts to advance the
deal. He was in Uzbekistan on Tuesday
and was expected in the Pakistani
capital, Islamabad, later in the day or
on Wednesday, and was also to travel
to Doha, Qatar, where the Taliban
maintain a political office.

Call comes as US
peace envoy, Zalmay
Khalilzad, is touring
the region in efforts
to advance the deal.
Khalilzad is also holding video
conferences with Kabul leaders
rather than travelling to the Afghan
capital because of the dangers of
Covid-19, according to a US State
Department statement. Afghanistan’s
dilapidated health system is grappling
with the pandemic, with the number
of infections thought to far outnumber the official tally of over 31,000
cases, including 733 deaths.
The implementation of
the
US-Taliban deal has reached critical
stage, with the Taliban and Kabul’s
leaders expected to hold negotiations
on a framework for a post-war
Afghanistan that would end the fighting and bring the insurgents into the
country’s political arena.
The talks are expected to begin
sometime in July—if both sides abide
by a promise laid out in the US-Taliban
deal to release thousands of prisoners.
The agreement calls for Kabul to
release 5,000 imprisoned Taliban
while the insurgents would release
1,000 government and military personnel they hold captive.
But the prisoner releases have been
marked by delays; Kabul has so far
released 3,500 and the Taliban have
freed about 700.
Shaheen tweeted that Pompeo and
Baradar discussed the “implementation of the agreement, foreign troop
withdrawal, prisoner release, start of
intra-Afghan dialogue and reduction
in [military] operations.” The US State
Department has not commented on
the video conference.
Baradar complained about new
Afghan military checkpoints in areas
under Taliban control while Pompeo
said Washington wanted to see a
reduction in violence.
A US official close to the peace process, speaking on condition of anonymity, said Pompeo emphasised in
Monday night’s video call the imperative that the Taliban abide by their
commitment to battle other militants
operating in Afghanistan.

Worst virus fears are realised in poor or war-torn countries
ASSOCIATED PRESS
CAPE TOWN, JUNE 30

For months, experts have warned of a
potential nightmare scenario: After
overwhelming health systems in
some of the world’s wealthiest
regions, the coronavirus gains a foothold in poor or war-torn countries illequipped to contain it and sweeps
through the population.
Now some of those fears are being
realised.
In southern Yemen, health workers
are leaving their posts en masse
because of a lack of protective equipment, and some hospitals are turning
away patients struggling to breathe. In
Sudan’s war-ravaged Darfur region,
where there is little testing, a mysterious illness resembling Covid-19 is
spreading through camps for the
internally displaced.
Cases are soaring in India and
Pakistan, together home to more
than 1.5 billion people and where
authorities say nationwide lockdowns
are no longer an option because of
high poverty.
In Latin America, Brazil has a confirmed caseload and death count sec-

ond only to the United States, and its
leader is unwilling to take steps to
stem the spread of the virus. Alarming
escalations are unfolding in Peru,
Chile, Ecuador and Panama, even
after they imposed early lockdowns.
The first reports of disarray are
also emerging from hospitals in South
Africa, which has its continent’s most
developed economy. Sick patients are
lying on beds in corridors as one hospital runs out of space. At another, an
emergency morgue was needed to hold
more than 700 bodies.
Worldwide, there are 10.1 million
confirmed cases and over 502,000
reported deaths, according to a tally
by Johns Hopkins University. Experts
say both those numbers undercount
the true toll of the pandemic, due to
limited testing and missed mild cases.
South Africa has more than a third
of Africa’s confirmed cases of Covid19 with 138,000. It’s ahead of other
African countries in the pandemic
timeline and approaching its peak. So
far its facilities have managed to cope,
but if they become overwhelmed, it
will be a grim forewarning because
South Africa’s health system is reputed to be the continent’s best.

Most poor countries took action
early on. Some, like Uganda, which
already had a sophisticated detection
system built up during its years-long
battle with viral haemorrhagic fever,
have thus far been arguably more successful than the US and other wealthy

countries in battling coronavirus.
But since the beginning of the pandemic, poor and conflict-ravaged
countries have been at a major disadvantage. The global scramble for protective equipment sent prices soaring.
Testing kits have also been hard to
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Children run down a street past an informational mural warning people about the dangers of
the new coronavirus, in the Kibera slum, or informal settlement, of Nairobi, Kenya.

come by. Tracking and quarantining
patients requires large numbers of
health workers.
“It’s all a domino effect,” said Kate
White, head of emergencies for
Doctors Without Borders. “Whenever
you have countries that are economically not as well off as others, then
they will be adversely affected.”
Global health experts say testing is
key, but months into the pandemic,
few developing countries can keep
carrying out the tens of thousands of
tests every week needed to detect and
contain outbreaks.
“The majority of the places that we
work in are not able to have that level
of testing capacity, and that’s the level
that you need to be able to get things
really under control,” White said.
South Africa leads Africa in testing,
but an initially promising program
has now been overrun in Cape Town,
which alone has more reported
cases than any other African country
except Egypt.
Critical
shortages
of
kits
have forced city officials to abandon
testing for anyone under 55 unless
they have a serious health condition
or are in a hospital.
C M Y K
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An interactive virtual exhibition that reflects
the diversity of Himalayan culture
‘Prayer Flags: Art from the Himalayas’ showcases the diverse cultures of the people living in the mountains, which much of mainstream media fails to represent, and that is refreshing.
ANKIT KHADGI
KATHMANDU

W

hen travel restrictions
across the world were
announced, artists were
concerned about how they
would pursue their art.
Because while art can be
undertaken as just a medium of expression,
where artists channelise their creativity, at the
end of the day, artists need an audience.
But with the number of Covid-19 cases rising every day, and governments extending the
shutdown of public spaces, it’s not possible for
art enthusiasts to visit art galleries. To fill that
void and to keep the Nepali art sector thriving,
many art galleries have switched to virtual art
exhibitions, among which Windhorse gallery’s
‘Prayer Flags: Art from the Himalayas’ is one.
Located near Bhanimandal, Jawlakhel, the
gallery had started the exhibition—its first—
physically on February 29. However, because
the fear of Covid-19 spread soon after the opening and the lockdown was also brought into
effect, many could not witness the works of the
13 artists that were at display. So, on June 23,
following the footsteps of other galleries, the
Windhorse gallery started a virtual tour of the
exhibition, which reflects the diversity and the
changing culture and identities of the people
living in the Himalayas.
On the ground floor of the one-storey gallery
is Pasang Hyolmo’s series ‘The Work of a
Himalayan Painter’, which personally stood
out the most in the exhibition. An experienced
thangka painter, Hyolmo uses his masterful
skill of intricate detailing in his artworks and
that is vividly seen in the two artworks present
in the exhibition.
In one of his works, titled ‘The Work of a
Himalayan Painter III’, he uses acrylic on
cement to reflect the spiritual elements of his
culture that have influenced him. Juxtaposed
in a red background, a chakra (wheel) is placed
in the middle of the artwork. In Buddhism, the
chakra holds a deep and spiritual meaning,
and are considered to be energy centres of the
body that have psychic and spiritual power to
make people move towards the path of bliss
and attain Buddhahood. Likewise, they are
also considered to be a meeting point between
the physical and metaphysical realities of the
human world, making his intention of devoting the artwork to highlight the chakra a transcendental one.
Next to his artworks is Gyatso Chuteng’s
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The beauty of the exhibition is that it features different kinds of works, be it the ones that depict the personal journeys of the people from the Himalayan culture or
the artworks that represent old traditions, allowing viewers to get a peek into both the past and the present.
‘Kora’, which also pays respect to the tradition
of circumambulating around the religious
stupa, Boudhanath, that has served as a monument of bond between the Himalayan people
from all across the globe. Using Tibetan
incense sticks as well as acrylic paint on a
wooden panel, Chuteng recreates the circular
motion of Kora, depicting a significant tradition of Himalayan culture to the public.
Similarly, like the works of Chuteng, the
theme of the artworks of Dawa Thulong also is
a depiction of the ancient heritages of the
Himalayan culture, that very few people know
about.
In ‘Vajrasattva’, he draws the bodhisattva,
Vajrasattva, standing in a lotus, with a vajra in
one hand which symbolises compassion and a
bell in another which symbolises wisdom. As a
deity, Vajrasattva is considered as the almighty
purifier, and Thulong’s generous use of the
colour white serves that purpose, of emitting a
certain angelic radiance. As the composition is
inspired from the 500-year old mural of
Champa Gumba of Mustang, the iconography
also serves as a sacred art form that preserves
as well as promotes hundreds of years of art
and traditions of the Himalayan culture.

His other artwork ‘Detail of Torana’ equally
has historical and religious significance.
Painting with the help of mineral paints on
canvas, he depicts the intricate details of
Torana, the decorated frames which can be
seen at the entrance of shrines. The painting,
which is inspired by the murals of Thubchen
monastery in Upper Mustang, depicts the
mythical Kirtimukh, a fierce-looking, monster-like creature fighting with two serpents
that are in semi-human forms.
But the exhibition is not only filled with
traditional art forms, which can be overwhelming, perhaps even tedious, for those who aren’t
acquainted with the knowledge of the religious traditions of the Himalayan culture.
There are equally evocative and engaging artworks, where the artists have expressed their
personal experiences and feelings about their
identity and culture.
One such artist with such works is Sonam
Dolma. In her two digital paintings, she has
depicted her experiences of having an identity
crisis as she feels divided between the current
realities and the traditional cultures which she
has inherited from her ancestors.
Titled ‘World ain’t Goody Goody’, one of her

works depicts a woman wearing makeup that
is reminiscent of Joker, a pop-culture comic
character of DC comics. Along with similar
makeup, the woman is shown to be wearing
parts of Joker’s costume as well, paired with
the traditional dress, bakhu. By juxtaposing
two culturally different costumes, Dolma has
merged pop culture with her ancestral culture
to reflect how both have shaped her, leading
her to have an identity crisis, as she doesn’t
have a sense of belonging to one particular
culture.
Likewise, her other painting ‘Jhutok’ also
features a woman adorned in traditional
jewellery as well as having tattoos all over her
hand, which reflects her theme of representing
the identity crisis shared by most of the new
generations of people from the Himalayan culture.
Tenzin Gyurmey’s ‘USA Tsampa’ is another
evocative and personal work based on the
underlying theme of the migration of the
Tibetan people, who had to leave their homelands. In a woven sack by using acrylic paints,
he juxtaposes 59 identical unicorns which
serves as a metaphor to denote both the physical and emotional journey his parents under-

took when they were forced to leave their
homes and settle in a foreign country.
Along with the unicorns, the work features
human figures as well. In tales, unicorns are
enchanting creatures known for their strength,
but Gyurmey shows the opposite: in the painting, it’s the humans who are supporting the
strong unicorns. By changing the power
dichotomy, Gyurmey reflects the endurance
and strength of people, like his parents, who
continue on their paths even when faced with
adversities.
In the background of the sack, the words
‘USA’ also appears, which according to the artist reflects the journey of his parents as
Tibetan refugees in Himachal who were
provided with rice sacks by the American government.
The fine curation is what makes this exhibition important and special. As a new art gallery, holding its first-ever exhibition, the curators deserve applause for bringing such diverse
artworks reflecting Himalayan culture from 13
different artists from all over the world. The
beauty of the exhibition is that it features all
kinds of works, be it the ones that depict the
personal journeys of the people from the
Himalayan culture or the artworks that represent old traditions, allowing viewers to get a
peek into both the past and the present.
Likewise, seeing an entire exhibition dedicated to depicting the cultures of the
Himalayan people, which much of mainstream
media fails to represent, is refreshing. The
artworks of Himalayan culture are often
viewed as something that only has ornamental
purpose because people fail to acknowledge
their cultural values and significance. But by
providing such works with distinct space, the
gallery sheds light to the fact that art thrives in
all cultures and deserves appreciation.
The use of technology for the virtual exhibition is equally admirable as the gallery has
tried to make the experience immersive and
engaging for the viewers, as it has taken care
of even the smallest of details, like providing
information about the artist and artworks, just
a click away. However, the information in some
artworks is so direct that it hinders and undermines the audience’s process of interacting
and interpreting artworks.
Nevertheless, for their first-ever exhibition,
the effort the gallery has put in to give artists a
platform to reflect different cultures is a feat in
itself. The move also raises expectations for the
gallery: to be an alternative space that provides room for diverse artworks to grow.
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