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Oli’s preferential treatment to
Khatiwada may invite rift in
ruling party and hit governance
As special economic adviser to the prime minister, the former finance minister is poised
to have a bigger mandate, which could confuse bureaucrats, insiders and analysts say.
ANIL GIRI
KATHMANDU, SEPT 16

The government’s decision to appoint
Yubaraj Khatiwada, who resigned as
the finance and communication minister earlier this month, as prime minister’s special economic adviser can
create more rifts in the ruling Nepal
Communist Party while having a profound impact on governance as well,
insiders and analysts say.
A Cabinet meeting on Monday
decided to appoint Khatiwada as
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s special economic adviser.
“Khatiwada has been appointed special economic adviser to the prime
minister with benefits on par with a
minister,” said Foreign Minister
Pradeep Gyawali, who is also the government spokesperson, at a press
briefing on Tuesday evening.
Party insiders say the move to bring
Khatiwada back as Oli’s economic
adviser indicates the prime minister
is not going to appoint a separate
finance minister in the immediate
future. Since Khatiwada resigned,
Prime Minister Oli has kept the
finance and communication portfolios
with himself.
At least two ruling party Standing
Committee members said though it is
the prime minister’s prerogative to
appoint anyone as his adviser, the way
Oli is giving preferential treatment to
Khatiwada has created an uneasy situation within the party, as there were
some leaders, including incumbent
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Yubaraj Khatiwada (right) with the prime minister on one of his final days as finance minister.
ministers, who were eyeing the
Finance Ministry.
Party vice-chairman Bamdev
Gautam, General Secretary Bishnu
Poudel, Standing Committee members
Surendra Pandey and Janardan
Sharma are among the leaders aspiring to head the Finance Ministry,
according to insiders. Even Barshaman
Pun, who is the energy minister in the
Oli Cabinet, was also hoping that he
would succeed Khatiwada at the
Finance Ministry, they say.
“I don’t think there will be a new
finance minister anytime soon,” Top

Bahadur Rayamajhi, a Standing
Committee member, told the Post. “It’s
up to the prime minister whom he
appoints his adviser. So it does not
matter whether some people are
happy or not.”
Though senior party leaders have
not made any public statement on
Khatiwada’s appointment, the issue
is likely to surface during the
party’s Secretariat meeting scheduled
for Friday, according to a leader
close to Pushpa Kamal Dahal, the
other party chair.
>> Continued on page 2
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A child helps his friend fly a kite at Basantapur Durbar Square in Kathmandu on Wednesday. Autumn kite flying heralds the festival season.

New book on Nepal’s border disputes with
India shows misplaced priority, experts say
Academicians take issues with preface of the reference book as well where education
minister attempts to justify the publication and how he campaigned to ‘protect territory’.
BINOD GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, SEPT 16

At a time when Nepal and India were
seeing some positive gestures in the
resumption of dialogue after monthslong deadlock due to a “cartographic
war”, the government on Tuesday
released “a reference book” for school
students, which dwells on border disputes, mainly with the southern
neighbour, in a move that could further shrink the space for bilateral
talks.
The publication of the book, according to Minister for Education Giriraj
Mani Pokharel, was triggered by the
Indian government’s move on
November 2 last year to publish its
political map depicting Kalapani within Indian borders. Nepal claims
Kalapani as its own territory.
The two countries, however, reached
a state of cartographic war in May
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Curriculum Development Centre says the
minister was involved in drafting the book.

when Indian defence minister inaugurated a road link via Lipulekh to
Kailash Mansarovar in the Tibet
Autonomous Region of China. Nepal
responded with its own new political
map depicting Kalapani, Lipulekh and
Limpiyadhura within its borders.
India rejected the new map, calling
Nepal’s move cartographic assertion.
Now a book to “teach students”
about Nepal’s territory and border
disputes, mainly with India, has
raised questions whether it was necessary and whether it was needed at this
time when the government has several other pressing issues to address.
“Is this the right time to come
out with such a book,” said Khadga
KC, head of the Department of
International
Relations
and
Diplomacy at Tribhuvan University.
“Such moves should be taken after a
proper study of their consequences.”
>> Continued on page 2

Long-haul transport resumes, but people who
want to go home are unsure about virus safety
Public health experts say increased mobility during festivals could fuel Covid-19 spread.
ANUP OJHA
KATHMANDU, SEPT 16

Santosh Neupane was wondering if he
could go to his home district this festival season. In the wake of the Covid-19
pandemic, long-distance transport
services were banned. But the government on Tuesday evening said that
bus services will resume from
Thursday, raising hopes for people
like Neupane who wish to go home to

celebrate Dashain with their families
and friends.
“If no new decision comes on the
long-route transport services, I can go
to my village,” said Neupane, 27, from
Ramgha-4,
in
Madhya
Nepal
Municipality, Lamjung. “But I again
wonder whether it would be a good
idea to travel such a long distance
with so many passengers.”
Even as the government says buses
will be allowed to operate only with
passengers on half the seats,
Neupane is not convinced.
Making public the decision,
Foreign
Minister
Pradeep
Gyawali, also the government
spokesman, said buses will have
to follow strict safety protocols.
The government has also
allowed domestic airlines to
operate, but they too can fly in
half their capacity. “I want to go
home to celebrate Dashain with
my family,” said Neupane, who
works
at
the
Tribhuvan
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The safety protocols are yet to be decided.
University Teaching Hospital. “But I
am also afraid of contracting the virus.”
While the continued restrictions on
various services have earned criticism, the new move to allow public
vehicles to operate has also raised
concerns, especially given the authorities’ failure to strictly impose safety
protocols and public’s negligence.
>> Continued on page 2
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First-ever eye camp reaches remote Bajhang areas
Teenage rape victim in
Saptari took her own life A team of health workers reached Saipal Rural Municipality on Wednesday and examined 135 eye patients.
after being forced into
out-of-court settlement
BASANTA PRATAP SINGH
BAJHANG, SEPT 16

The village elders had tried to hush up the matter and
threatened the victim and her mother of consequences
if they reported the incident with the police.
ABDHESH KUMAR JHA
RAJBIRAJ, SEPT 16

A teenager rape victim has taken her own
life in Saptari after she was forced into an
out-of-court settlement by the village elders.
The grievous crime was revealed after the
17-year-old girl was found dead at her home
in Dakneshwori Municipality-7 on Tuesday
morning. Police have since arrested three
men for allegedly forcing the girl to not
report the crime to the police and settle the
case in the community. The four men who
raped the girl are still at large.
Deputy Superintendent of Police Tilak
Bharati said the girl had been brutally
raped by the four men on Monday morning
and she took her own life that same night
because she and her mother were reportedly forced by the Panchayat, a form of village
council, to “settle the matter” outside the
court of law saying that if the incident
became public it would bring shame upon
the community.
“Jayakanta Mandal, Satya Narayan
Mandal and Basudev Mandal, who were in
the Panchayat meeting, have been arrested.
The four men accused of rape, Dharma
Mandal, Bishnu Mandal, Ranjit Mandal and
Bablu Mandal, are at large,” Bharati said.
Ram Narayan Chaudhary, the ward chairman of Dakneshwori-7, said he did not
know about the case until after the girl’s
death.
“The girl died because the Panchayat
decided to hush up the matter before it
reached the police. The Panchayat directed
the girl and her mother to accept monetary

compensation from the perpetrators. This is
a heinous crime,” Chaudhary said.
The girl had returned home in a semi-conscious state and when her mother sought
the help of her neighbours, none came forward, a local man said on condition of anonymity.

The four men who
raped the 17-year-old
girl are still at large,
police say.
“At noon, eight to ten panchas (council
heads) met the girl and her mother. They
threatened them of consequences if they
went to the District Police Office to file a
complaint against the four men,” he said.
Chaudhary, the ward chairman, said:
“The Panchayat tried to sort the matter in
the village by making the perpetrators pay
hush-up money of Rs 50,000 to Rs 55,000.”
According to the police, the men in the
Panchayat will be charged with abetting
suicide and destroying the evidence.
The body of the deceased was sent to a
Dharan-based hospital for post mortem on
Wednesday.
“The girl and her mother lived alone
working on a farm. Police should take
strong action against the perpetrators and
deliver justice to the girl and her mother,”
Chaudhary said.

Oli’s preferential treatment to
Khatiwada may invite rift ...
>> Continued from page 1
The leader said that during a meeting
between Oli and Dahal, the latter had raised
the issue, its possible implications and the
possibility of appointing a new finance minister in the future.
Khatiwada had to resign as a minister
because Oli could not nominate him to the
National Assembly under pressure from
party vice-chair Gautam. After Khatiwada
completed his two-year term as a National
Assembly member on March 3, Oli had reappointed him as the finance minister on
March 4.
As per constitutional provisions, someone who is not a member of parliament can
be appointed a minister but the appointee
must take the oath as a member either of
the House of Representatives or the National
Assembly within six months of the appointment to continue on the job.
After Oli’s position became tenuous in the
wake of growing calls for his resignation as
party chair and prime minister from the
faction led by Dahal, he was left with no
option but to bring Gautam into his fold, as
he was slipping into the minority in the
nine-member party Secretariat. The only
way Oli could win over Gautam was the
implementation of the February 26 decision
to nominate him to the National Assembly.
Gyawali on Tuesday did not brief on the
Cabinet’s decision to recommend to the
President Gautam’s appointment to the
Upper House, at least two ministers on
Monday evening had told the Post about the
decisions. Some ruling party leaders are
now calling Khatiwada as the “de-facto
finance minister” who is also likely to oversee other ministries, as he has the backing
of the prime minister. And this could invite
serious conflicts between Khatiwada and
other ministers and top officials.
A close aide to Khatiwada told the Post
that Khatiwada as Oli’s economic adviser
will have a wider mandate and working
scope, even though the terms of reference
have not been made public.
According to the aide, Khatiwada will try
to harness domestic and foreign investments, will assess the Covid-19 impact on
the economy, coordinate and work closely
with international finance institutions
including bilateral and multilateral donor
agencies, and oversee big-ticket projects

which are currently under the ambit of the
Investment Board Nepal and matters and
projects related to energy, trade, commerce,
import and export, and tourism.
“That will clearly mean Khatiwada’s
inputs, advice and suggestions will have an
overarching impact,” the aide who spoke on
the condition of anonymity told the Post.
“His scope of work will be definitely beyond
the Finance Ministry.”
Insiders and analysts say such an
arrangement will give rise to a difficult situation, as it will concentrate power in Oli,
weaken institutions and make existing
agencies defunct.
Since his return to power in February
2018, Oli has been in a bid to centralise
power, which he started with by bringing
some independent agencies like the National
Intelligence Department, Department of
Revenue Investigation and the Department
Money Laundering Investigation under the
Prime Minister’s Office.
At least two secretaries from the ministries that fall under the advisory role of
Khatiwada said they have yet to be briefed
on what Khatiwada’s appointment as the
prime minister’s economic adviser entails.
“But if we receive instructions from multiple people on the same issue and report to
multiple people then it will certainly hamper the functioning,” an incumbent secretary told the Post on condition of anonymity because he feared reprisal.
According to Purushottam Ojha, a former
secretary, the government’s new move could
add to bureaucrats’ dilemma if they are not
clearly briefed on how they are supposed to
report and who they are supposed to take
instructions from.
If bureaucrats are to take instructions
from Khatiwada and report to him, they will
also have to think about how they are supposed to deal with the prime minister’s
other advisers.
Apart from Khatiwada, Oli has Bishnu
Rimal as his chief adviser, Surya Thapa as
press adviser, Rajan Bhattarai as foreign
relations adviser, and Lal Shankar Ghimire
as his economic development adviser.
“No doubt, Khatiwada has become the
de-facto finance minister with a wider and
stronger scope of work,” said Ojha. “Such
multiple layers can have an adverse impact
on governance.”

A team of health workers has reached Saipal, a
remote local unit in Bajhang district, to conduct
a free eye camp for the locals.
Five health workers from the Kailali-based
Geta Eye Hospital and Bajhang District Hospital
reached Dhaulagaun village in Saipal on
Wednesday and examined 135 patients with
vision impairment.
This is the first-ever health team dispatched in
the remote region of Saipal.
Out of around 500 elderly people in Saipal
Rural Municipality, 300 are visually impaired.
Most of them are suffering from cataract, an
opacification of the lens of the eyes which leads
to partial or total blindness in a person. The
authorities had expressed their concerns after it
came to light that a majority of elderly people in
Saipal were living with treatable eye problems.
“Of the total 135 people that were examined on
Wednesday, 18 need surgery for cataract and
other ailments. Fifty-five are in need of prescription eyeglasses after surgery,” assistant health
worker Janak Kumar Bista, a member of the
health team who reached Saipal on Wednesday,
told the Post over the telephone. According to
him, the health team will organise eye camps in
three wards of the local body.
“We will continue conducting eye camps till
September 23. We will be able to examine almost
all patients with eye problems in the next few
days,” said Bista. “We will then be able to tell
exactly how many people in the villages have eye
problems and of what kind.”
Arjun Thapa, speaker of Sudurpaschim
Province Assembly, had held talks with the chief
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The eye camp is being conducted for a week to examine the villagers for vision-related ailments.
minister and social development minister of the
province last week about conducting health
camps in the remote areas of Saipal.
According to Chief District Officer of Bajhang
Kamal Raj Bhandari, ophthalmologist Dr Sanduk
Ruit will be conducting an eye camp in Saipal by
mid-October.
“Ruit’s team will soon organise an eye camp
and bear all expenses required for surgery, medicines and eyeglasses,” said. “We will inform Ruit
about the number of eye patients after the health
team returns from Saipal after conducting primary eye examination.”
Ruit, who is the director of Tilganga Institute
of Ophthalmology, and his team will manage the
eye camp and bear the treatment expenses of all
patients. The Sudurpaschim Provincial
Government will manage helicopters to trans-

port the health workers and medical equipment
to the remote village. It takes three to four days
to reach the settlements of Saipal from Chainpur,
the district headquarters of Bajhang.
The provincial government is planning to
organise an integrated health camp, including
specialist doctors, for the treatment of women
and children as well. Thapa said the provincial
government had already handed over the responsibility to Bajhang District Hospital.
“Preparation to organise the integrated health
camp is underway. We plan to include ultrasound, X-ray services and mobile laboratories
and provide treatment of various ailments,
including uterine prolapse, tuberculosis, leprosy,
heart and lungs ailments, ENT, and dental,
among other services,” said Dr Sandip Okheda,
the chief at the district hospital.

New book on Nepal’s border disputes with India ...
>> Continued from page 1
After getting defeated in the 1962 war with
China, then Indian prime minister Jawaharlal
Nehru requested king Mahendra to allow India
to keep its army for some time. But even after 60
years, instead of taking its army from the land
that was given to it temporarily, the Indian government rather issued a map putting the area
within its territory, reads a part in the book.
Page 27 of the book says that of the 27 districts
bordering with India, there are disputes in 24
places. “Some incidents of land encroachment
can be attributed to locals’ acts while others are
due to deliberate and planned moves by India,”
reads one of the paragraphs.
“A country’s curricula should be designed to
produce academics, not activists,” said
Mrigendra Bahadur Karki, an associate professor at the Centre for Nepal and Asian Studies.
“Such books neither help produce an informed
new generation nor facilitate dialogue between
the countries at a time of frayed ties.”
Many say the preface of the book, prepared for
9th to 12the graders, is more problematic than
the content.
The preface, written by Minister Pokhrel himself, tries to explain how he campaigned 24 years
back “to chase” the Indian Army away from the
Nepali territory.
“It was natural for a proud Nepali to get hurt
by the move of India to publish its political map
incorporating Nepal’s land from Kalapani,
Lipulekh and Limpiyadhura,” reads one of the
lines in the six-page preface.
Pokhrel represents the former Maoist party
which once during the decade-long insurgency
had declared a war against Nepal’s southern
neighbour, for which the Maoists claimed that
they were even digging a tunnel.
The Maoist leaders’ relationships with India,
however, were chronicled by various scholars
after the civil conflict ended in 2006, to depict the
double standards then rebels demonstrated vis-avis India.
“The language used by Pokhrel [in the preface]
is highly undiplomatic,” Karki told the Post.
The diplomatic experts and academicians,
however, say the book is an example to show the
short-sightedness of the government, which

could pollute the environment for the dialogue
with India.
The experts also have raised a question over
the language used in the preface written by
Pokharel himself. In the six-page preface, he has
explained how he campaigned 24-years back with
a motive to chase the Indian Army away from the
Nepali territory. “It was natural for a proud
Nepali to get hurt by the move of India to publish
its political map incorporating Nepal’s land from
Kalapani, Lipulekh and Limpiyadhura area,”
reads one of the lines in the preface.
Academicians say there is no practice of a
minister writing the preface for an academic
book and that Pokhrel seems to have used the
book as a tool to project his nationalist posture.
“This looks like a populist move of the education minister,” Binaya Kusiyait, a professor at
Tribhuvan University who has researched on
school education. “He may be hoping that publication of such a book would compensate for his
failure.”
According to Kusiyait, the book is just another
example of the minister’s misplaced priority.
“The minister instead should have been working on finding ways to ensure education for
thousands of children who have been deprived
of education due to the pandemic,” said Kusiyait.
“He has squandered state resources and wasted
time by publishing the book which is not needed
at all.”
In general, history or social studies textbooks
have lessons on a country’s past and relations
with neighbours and other nations.
Such lessons on the country’s history, culture
and cultural relations with other nations help in
producing informed citizens, according to academicians. But the newly published book seems to
inculcate negativity about and contempt for a
neighbouring country, they say.
“Nepal should refrain from any move that irritates India because that will disrupt an environment for dialogue,” Lok Raj Baral, a former professor at Tribhuvan University and Nepal’s former ambassador to India, told the Post. “A chapter in any other textbook about the new map and
the incidents that led up to the constitution
amendment could have been enough, instead of
publishing a whole new book.”

Officials at the Curriculum Development
Centre, which published the book, say Pokharel
was involved in the entire drafting process.
Along with the border disputes, the book
titled, “A reference material on Nepal’s Territory
Border”, has historical facts about Nepal’s territory, how borders are decided and what leads to
border disputes and ways to resolve them.
The decision to prepare the book was taken on
July 3 and the entire drafting process and publication was completed in less than three months.
“We could have published the book a few
weeks before. It took time to get the consent from
the prime minister and other concerned ministries,” Kesab Dahal, director general at the centre, told the Post.
Deep Kumar Upadhyay, Nepal’s former ambassador to India, said it’s even more troubling that
the prime minister himself took interest and
gave the consent for such a book.
“If Pokharel wrote such an outrageous preface
with Oli’s consent, then it is even more problematic,” Upadhyay told the Post.
Oli, who returned to power riding on his
nationalistic posturing, especially his anti-India
stance, has of late made some statements attacking the southern neighbour. Besides saying
“Indian virus” is more lethal than the Chinese or
Italian virus, Oli once took issues with India’s
national emblem also. Then again, speaking at a
programme to commemorate the birth anniversary of Bhanubhakta Acharya on July 13, Oli
accused India of cultural aggression, saying it
had created a fake Ayodhya and that the real
Ayodhya lies in Nepal.
According to Oli, Lord Ram was born in Nepal.
He has even instructed local authorities of Madi
Municipality in Chitwan to build a Ram temple
there.
Analysts say all the neighbouring nations
have their own issues but the governments try to
iron out the differences through dialogue.
“Instead of trying to create an environment
for dialogue, the government is engaged in publishing a book which barely serves any purpose,”
said Upadhyay. “Both countries should try to find
an amicable solution to the problem in hand, and
the book by the Nepal government is definitely
not the way to go about.”

Long-haul transport resumes, but people ...
>> Continued from page 1
When the government decided to put the
country under lockdown from March 24, there
were just two cases reported. After four months,
the government lifted the lockdown on July 21.
At that time, the number of cases had crossed
the 17,000 mark. Public health experts were of
the view that the authorities failed to use
the lockdown period to step up measures to fight
the virus.
After the lockdown was lifted, Covid-19 cases
started to rise at an alarming rate, with
Kathmandu Valley as well as some other Tarai
districts reporting more cases by the day.
District administrators of the Valley then
imposed prohibitory orders starting August 19
midnight, which continued for three weeks. The
restrictions were extended last week again, but
with relaxations on some sectors, allowing shops
and businesses to operate on different days of
the week for certain periods. From Thursday
onwards, the situation is likely to return to
pre-lockdown days.
Public health experts are warning of a surge
in cases.
As of Wednesday, Kathmandu Valley has
reported 13,661 Covid-19 cases. The Valley recorded 737 new infections in the last 24 hours, the
highest so far for the given period, according to
the Health Ministry. Of them, 652 were reported
from Kathmandu, 25 from Bhaktapur and 60
from Lalitpur.
So far 88 people have died in the Valley due to
Covid-19.
The national Covid-19 tally has reached 58,327.
The death toll has soared to 379.
As of now the only rule the government has
set for long-haul public vehicles is they can keep
just one passenger in one row of seats on either
side and charge 50 percent extra in bus fare. It is
yet to release a complete health protocol.
Dr Baburam Marasini, former director at the
Epidemiology and Disease Control Division, said
the country is going through one of the most
difficult and tricky situations.

“If stringent precautions are not taken, the
virus will move from cities to other regions
where there are not many cases,” said Marasini.
“Increased public mobility will mean the virus
spreading to all parts of the country.”
Dashain is the time when the country normally sees increased public mobility, especially from
Kathmandu, which on an average sees two million people leaving for their hometowns. And
just after Dashain, people start returning to
Kathmandu.
People like Neupane who have travelled to
home and back to Kathmandu during Dashain
for years say in a country where rules are never
followed even during normal times, it is difficult
to be convinced that the authorities will be able
to strictly implement Covid-19 safety protocols.
“In the past, I have seen buses squeezing passengers beyond capacity during Dashain,” said
Neupane. “I am not convinced that they will take
passengers just half the capacity during this
Dashain if authorities do not ensure proper
monitoring mechanisms.”
Public health experts say it will be unjust if
people are not allowed to travel to their hometowns to meet with families and friends during
the festive season while opening public movements could also lead to a surge in virus spread.
“This involves a great risk,” said Dr Sher
Bahadur Pun, a virologist at Sukraraj Tropical
and Infectious Disease Hospital. “The Dashain
festival is such that people usually receive tika
and blessings from the elderly. This increases the
threat of people infecting the elderly.”
While members of the public are wary, public
health experts say one of the best ways to break
the transmission chain could be allowing only
those to travel with negative polymerase chain
reaction reports.
“It may be difficult but the best measure could
be the government making polymerase chain
reaction tests mandatory for people wishing to
leave for their home districts,” said Pun.
Yogendra Karmacharya, chairman at the
Federation of Nepalese National Transport

Entrepreneurs, said they are yet to receive a
complete health protocol from the government.
“We too are worried about passengers’ safety,”
Karmacharya told the Post.
There are around 300 transport organisations
under the federation from across the country.
The federation oversees the operation of around
400,000 public vehicles.
The federation too had been pressing the government to resume public transport services, as
around one million drivers and their assistants
were rendered jobless due to the pandemic.
Every Dashain, long-haul public vehicles
struggle to meet passengers’ demand and people
packed like sardines in these buses is a common
sight. In the pandemic, there are concerns how
people could travel to their destinations avoiding
the risk of contracting the virus.
“We are also working on some safety measures
that public vehicles under the federation should
follow during the festive season,” said
Karmacharya.
“We need to ensure physical distancing among
passengers in the vehicles as well as at eateries
where we stop for snacks and meals.”
One respite could be there may not be as many
people as in the past this Dashain, as many of
them who left the Capital before the lockdown
have not returned.
According to the Metropolitan Traffic Police
Division, around 500,000 people left the Valley
before the lockdown and 90 percent of them have
not returned.
Last Dashain, around 2 million people had left
the Valley, according to the division. There is no
data on how many people from across the country travel during the festival season.
Gogan Bahadur Hamal, director general at the
Department of Transport Management, said his
office is working on the safety protocols to be
followed by the bus operators and passengers.
“One of the safety measures we have proposed
is PCR tests for passengers who want to take
long-route buses. But I am not sure how feasible
that is.”
C M Y K
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Plan to evacuate all
workers in distress
within a month
draws scepticism
Procedural complications and lack of coordination among
agencies are not going to be resolved overnight, experts say.
CHANDAN KUMAR MANDAL
KATHMANDU, SEPT 16
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A street vendor sells flowers outside the Krishna Mandir at Patan Durbar Square in Lalitpur on Wednesday.

BRIEFING
Three arrested on suicide
abetment charge
RAJBIRAJ: Police have arrested
Jayakanta Mandal, Satyanarayan
Mandal and Basudev Mandal of
Dakneshwori Municipality Ward No
7, Saptari, on the charge of suicide
abetment. A 17-year-old alleged rape
victim killed herself on Monday
night as she was denied justice. Four
local youths allegedly raped the girl
at her paddy field on Monday morning. She killed herself after a meeting
of the village elders barred the victim and her family from filing a
police complaint. The alleged perpetrators involved in the gang rape are
on the run. An investigation is on.

Ghorahi sub-metropolis closed
DANG: The office of Ghorahi Submetropolis, Dang, has been shut for
five days starting on Wednesday after
six employees tested positive for
Covid-19. According to Chief
Administrative Officer Rishiram KC,
all services at the sub-metropolis will
be halted until Sunday.

Social media campaign helps
family move into new house
GORKHA: A social media campaign has
helped a family of five with three of
its members physically disabled in
Lakhan Rural Municipality in
Gorkha district, to move in to a new
house. Dhan Bahadur Shrestha and
his wife Posh Kumari, residents of
Bungkot, were living in a house damaged by the 2015 earthquake with
three of their children aged 32, 25 and
21. The rural municipality’s Ward No.
7 chair Sharan Shrestha had initiated
a Facebook campaign to gather funds
to construct a house for the family.
The campaign, which started collecting funds from February 23, 2018, collected Rs1.4 million.

Half of Covid-19 infections in
Chitwan are hospital-acquired
A report released by the District Covid-19 Crisis Management Centre on Monday
points at a high rate of infection among doctors, nurses and health workers.
RAMESH KUMAR PAUDEL
CHITWAN, SEPT 16

Half of the coronavirus cases in
Chitwan district so far were hospital-acquired, according to a report
by the District Covid Crisis
Management Centre released on
Monday.
The data generated by conducting
a survey among 1,277 coronavirus
patients in Chitwan show that 20
percent of the infections are among
doctors, health workers and employees working in various hospitals in
the district. Out of the total infected,
254 are those involved in the treatment of Covid-19 patients. The rest
of the infections have been reported
in at least one family member of the
infected health workers and among
those who have visited the hospitals
since the pandemic.
“More than 100 individuals who
have come in close contact with the
coronavirus patients such as their
attendants and visitors have been

infected,” said Dipak Tiwari, chief
at District Health Office. “The data
point out that hospitals are major
coronavirus spreaders.”
According to Tiwari, since hospitals in the district are turning into a
breeding ground for coronavirus
infections, the District Health Office
is taking measures to curb the further spread of the virus. “We have
requested patients to keep only one
attendant at a time and the same
attendant should be allowed to stay
with the patient throughout the
duration of his/her stay at the hospital,” said Tiwari. “When the attendant leaves the hospital, s/he will
have to stay in quarantine for at least
a week.”
Given the increase in the rate of
infection among hospital workers,
hospitals in the district have heightened their safety measures. “Around
90 health workers were infected with
Covid-19 in our hospital. Although
the recovery rate is also quite high,
we have adopted additional safety

measures,” said Dr Harischandra
Neupane, operator of Chitwan
Medical College.
Dr Bhojraj Adhikari, chairman at
the
Gover nment
Hospital
Development
Committee
in
Bharatpur, said health workers,
patients and attendants can avoid
getting infected if they follow all
safety protocols. “There’s no doubt
that the hospitals have become the
centre of coronavirus infections.
Evidently, very few health workers
working in the isolation ward of
Bharatpur Hospital have tested positive for the coronavirus,” said
Adhikari.
Since mid-August, the coronavirus infection has increased in
Chitwan. According to the data at
Chitwan Health Office, until mid-August, there were only 209 Covid-19
patients in the district with two
Covid-19-related deaths.
Since then 1,098 have been infected while 27 have lost their lives taking the toll to 29 until Tuesday.

Jail term for local club official
MYAGDI: Myagdi District
Administration Office, has sentenced
three people, including local club
chairman Suman KC in Dhaulagiri
Rural Municipality, to serve a threeday jail term and pay a fine of Rs 100
for defying Covid-19 lockdown rules.
According to officials, the club was
organising a fair and a volleyball
tournament during the Covid-19 lockdown on September 11
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Bharatpur hospital staffers who recovered from Covid-19 prepare to return home after being discharged on Monday.

The government’s announcement of
completing the evacuation process of
stranded Nepali migrant workers from
various coronavirus-stricken countries
within a month has met with scepticism,
if not ridicule, from labour migration
experts.
Since the repatriation began in June,
63,347 Nepali migrant workers have
returned home as of Tuesday. However,
the statistics of the Labour Ministry
show that 48,865 workers have returned
so far while 133,485 others have applied
to return home.
With this calculation, more than 84,000
workers are still awaiting repatriation.
And as per the claim made by Labour
Minister Rameshwor Ray Yadav before
the Commerce and Labour and
Consumers Welfare Committee of
Parliament on Sunday, these workers
should be home within a month.
It’s a bold statement coming from the
labour minister, given that he has set out
to achieve in one month what the government has failed to do in more than
three months, say labour migration
experts and some government officials.
Even the parliamentary committee
looks askance, what with the sluggish
progress of the government’s repatriation programme so far.
Concerned with the condition of
Nepali migrant workers languishing in
various labour destination countries
and the government’s slow response, the
parliamentary committee had directed
the Labour Ministry, Tourism Ministry
and Foreign Ministry to rescue and
repatriate the workers at the earliest.
Responding to the queries of the committee members, Minister Yadav asserted that the stranded Nepalis would be
brought home within a month.
“Without setting a specific time frame,
the committee has instructed the concerned ministries to bring home the
stranded Nepalis as early as possible.
But Labour Minister Yadav said that the
evacuation process would be completed
within a month,” Jhalak Sharma
Sapkota, secretary of the parliamentary
committee, told the Post.
At the current rate of repatriation,
Sapkota said “it would take a minimum
of two years to bring home all citizens.”
There are several factors slowing
down the repatriation process which the
government has apparently not considered and they are not going to be resolved
overnight.
On the one hand, Sapkota said, the
government is claiming that it would
bring home all stranded Nepalis at the
earliest, and on the other, there is a capping on the number of Nepalis to be
brought home.
“Then, there is also the issue of the
ever-increasing number of workers
whose visas and work permits have
expired. Realistically, it is not possible to
repatriate all the workers in a month,”
Sapkota added.
Rameshwar Nepal, South Asia director of Equidem Research, a UK-based
human rights research organisation,
welcomes the Labour Minister Yadav’s
show of commitment to evacuate the
stranded Nepalis in foreign lands, but
questions the viability of flying back
home tens of thousands of citizens within a month.
“It is not possible at all. During a separate discussion, the labour minister
has also said not only regular workers
but also undocumented workers and
those living in India will be brought
home. This is hard to believe,” said
Nepal, who is also a labour migration
researcher.
Doubts about the government’s latest
repatriation plan stems from hitherto
sluggish response to bring home the
troubled citizens, the lack of preparation and the dearth of coordination

among line agencies, among various
other factors.
“With all these efforts, operation of
repatriation chartered flights and then
the resumption of flights, the government had managed to bring over 63,000
workers till date. There are still tens of
thousands workers who wish to return,”
said Nepal, explaining the herculean
task that lies ahead.
“To make matters worse, the labour
permits of 267,000 workers have expired
during the 178 days of suspension of
international flights at the rate of 1,500
per day.”
Ever since the coronavirus pandemic
started to affect major labour destination countries for Nepalis, the government has been facing criticism for its
lethargic response and series of indecisions that have left Nepali migrant workers struggling for months.
Som Lamichhane, director with the
Pravasi Nepali Coordination Committee,
an organisation working for the rights
of Nepali migrant workers, suggests taking the government’s announcement
with a large pinch of salt.
“If the government genuinely wishes
to, it can complete the evacuation,” he
told the Post. “But there are ample rooms
for doubt. Looking at the progress thus
far, the lack of coordination among ministries and poor preparation on the
ground, it is a difficult target to meet.
The Labour Ministry has unveiled its
plan, but it is the Tourism Ministry that
decides the flights.”
Procedural delays and confusions on
repatriation policies aside, the government also needs to consider the quarantine facilities and the travel plans of the
repatriated citizens to their respective
hometowns once they land in
Kathmandu, not to mention in huge
numbers.
Nepal, the labour migration researcher, says the government is simply not
prepared to bring home such a large
number of workers in a short period.
“For instance, there is no data on who
wants to return from which city of
India. Do Nepali missions have enough
resources to send back a massive number of workers in a month?” said Nepal.
“The minister has announced the goal
but where is the work plan? There is no
coordination among government agencies. Moreover, we are relying on two
Nepali airlines for flying back thousands
of workers, which will take several
months, if not years.”
The Labour Ministry, however, looks
optimistic.
“We can bring any number of workers
provided there are enough flights,”
Bharatmani Pandey, spokesperson for
the Labour Ministry, told the Post. “It all
depends upon the number of flights
which are fixed by the Tourism
Ministry.”
While the Labour Ministry cannot do
anything about the flight situation,
Pandey said there must have been discussions at the high level before Labour
Minister Yadav made the announcement
before the parliamentary committee.
On Sunday, the parliamentary committee had also specifically pointed out
that the lack of coordination among the
government agencies had severely
delayed the repatriation process.
Sapkota, the secretary of the parliamentary committee, said the government must increase the flight numbers
to expedite the ongoing repatriation of
Nepali workers.
“Nepali airlines should increase its
flights to countries where they have
been flying while other airlines should
be allowed to fly to the remaining countries to speed up the repatriation,” said
Sapkota. “Tourism minister was absent
without any prior information from the
meeting, much to our concern. For the
current crisis, the government should
respond accordingly by allocating
enough resources.”

As revenue dries up, government to borrow from public enterprises to fund stimulus
It could also inject funds into pandemic-affected cottage, small and medium and tourism enterprises through the treasury if revenue collection surges, officials say.
PRITHVI MAN SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU, SEPT 16

The government plans to borrow
loans from various public enterprises
to inject funds into the pandemic-affected cottage, small and medium
industries and tourism enterprises.
The government has announced the
creation of a Rs50 billion fund through
the budget for the current fiscal year
2020-21. Initially, it has allocated Rs1
billion to the fund.
Through this fund to be established
at the central bank, the government
plans to ensure availability of loans at
five percent interest rate to the enterprises affected by the coronavirus
pandemic to pay wages to their
employees and get working capital to
run the business.
As the revenue dried up due to

restrictions in economic activities
amid resurgence of coronavirus cases,
the government is considering taking
loans from public enterprises,
Dhaniram Sharma, chief of Budget
Division, Ministry of Finance, said.
“As the pandemic has affected the
government’s revenue, we are considering taking loans from the public
enterprises like Employees Provident
Fund, Nepal Oil Corporation and
Citizen Investment Trust to inject
money into the relief fund,” Sharma
told the Post. “It is not that we need to
have Rs50 billion immediately, the
amount can be increased up to Rs50
billion based on the demands from
the market.”
He said that the government could
inject resources in the fund through
its treasury if revenue collection surges. During the first month of the cur-

rent fiscal, the revenue collection
decreased by 12 percent to Rs58.82 billion compared to the total revenue
collection during the same period last
fiscal year, according to the finance
ministry.
Cottage, small and medium enterprises and the tourism sector have
been badly affected by the pandemic,
which has infected 56,788 people while
killing 371 people so far in Nepal.
The government also expects to generate resources from donors for the
relief and rehabilitation fund besides
putting money from its treasury and
borrowing from public enterprises.
For receiving funds from domestic
and international agencies, the government will bear the cost of paying
interest to the creditors and interest
subsidies to the sector affected by the
pandemic.

A ministry official said that the
government has not formally asked
the donors to inject money in the fund.
“Even in the recent meeting with
the representatives of Nepal-based
donors agencies, no specific request
was made to provide resources for the
relief fund,” said Narayan Dhakal,
under secretary at International
Economic Cooperation Coordination
Division at the ministry.
On September 3, the ministry had
conducted a virtual meeting with the
representatives of residential donor
agencies which. The meeting, according to the ministry, had revolved
around the issue of financing the
efforts to combat the pandemic.
The finance ministry has prepared
a working procedure on utilising the
fund, which has been sent to the
Law, Justice and Parliamentary

Affairs for its opinion.
“Once we get the opinion of the
law ministry, we will send it to the
cabinet for approval,” said Jhakka
Prasad Acharya, chief of Financial
Sector Management Corporation
Coordination Division at the finance
ministry.
As per the proposed working procedure, half of the proposed fund will be
available for paying salaries to the
staff and half will be given to use as
working capital to run businesses.
The pandemic-affected sectors will get
the funds for two years, according to
the finance ministry.
During the nearly four-month long
lockdown, 61 percent of the enterprises surveyed by the Nepal Rastra Bank
were closed completely, 35 percent
were partially operating and only
four percent of the industries were

operating fully.
Among the different sectors of
economy, 91 percent of hotels and restaurants were closed completely, 89
percent of real estate and rental services, 76 percent of transport and storage services were also completely
closed, making them the most affected
sectors.
In terms of size of industries, the
worst affected industries are—cottage
and small industries with capital up to
Rs150 million, according to the central
bank survey. The relief fund is expected to help the most affected sectors.
These sectors also have options to
get loans through other channels.
The monetary policy prioritised
providing refinance facilities and subsidised loans and has also made provision of separate credit facilities for
micro and small enterprises.
C M Y K
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OPINION

The Plague redux

EDITORIAL

No more folly at Nijgadh

Camus’s novel provides a
peek into the absurdity of
human behaviour when
faced with a disease crisis.

The consequences of considering the environment
as an enemy of development will be at our own peril.
Nepal, being one of the most vulnerable countries to the
effects of climate change and deteriorating ecological conditions, must rethink its development ambitions because
growth at the cost of the environment is not sustainable.
Take, for instance, the controversial Nijgadh International
Airport project in Bara district. If built, the ‘strategic airport’ is planned to be the largest airport in South Asia in
terms of area, covering 8,045.79 hectares. On paper, it is said,
the airport will be able to handle 15 million passengers annually and accommodate the Airbus A380 super jumbo in the
first phase. And by the end of the third phase of construction, the airport would have a parallel runway which could
enable it to handle 60 million passengers annually.
The 25-year-old idea of an international airport that
intends to serve as a regional aviation hub is ardently contested by environmentalists, economists and geostrategists
for lack of contemporary context. But Nijgadh airport has
also been touted as an economic promise for the region
because of its location near the Indian states of Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, and the under-construction 76-km fast
track road that will link Kathmandu to Nijgadh. But what is
the environmental impact of this mega infrastructure project that has been dubbed a national pride project?
As per the 2017 Environment and Social Impact Assessment
report prepared by the Tourism Ministry, a massive swathe
of forest area needs to be cleared, requiring some 2.4 million
trees to be felled for construction in the total proposed area.
The proposed building site, according to the 2018 assessment
report, is one of the richest forest biodiversity areas in the
Tarai, making it an important ecological corridor under the
Tarai Arc Landscape with its close proximity to Parsa
National Park. The government needs to look at its own hardwon conservation goals in the region. Any change in land use
can have serious implications on the environment and wildlife as pointed out in the report.
There is little doubt that the country needs a second international airport. But all stakeholders must first come together to conduct a comprehensive environment and social
assessment as well as a sound aviation market analysis of the
financial feasibility of an airport of this size for Nepal. The
Tourism Ministry, on Tuesday, directed the Civil Aviation
Authority of Nepal to select a consultant to prepare an
‘updated’ master plan for the proposed airport. While this
has courted criticism, there is a need to conduct a transparent study in line with international environmental guidelines and standards for airport infrastructure development
and its operation.
As the government continues to beat the drum of prosperity, it must take to heart the fact that the environment is as
important as the economy, and it must make a concerted
effort to ensure that its ambitions are cleaner, greener and
sustainable. As the effects of climate change get closer to
home, all quarters of society must consider the immeasurable loss of human lives and future burdens to the country. If
we continue to consider the environment as an enemy of
development and haphazardly avoid science and environmental concerns, the unavoidable consequences will be at
our own peril. We have been warned.

DEEPAK THAPA

AS I LIKE

Soon after we went into the national
lockdown in March, my TV service provider had the idea of offering a number
of films dealing with outbreaks of all
manner of diseases in its free movie
package. I initially wondered what
would drive people to watch such movies when the same thing is being played
out in real time everywhere. I suppose
the TV chaps knew human nature much
better since, within days, I had watched
a couple of those.
The one from the 1990s, Outbreak,
was quite bad despite a star cast. But
the newer one, Contagion (2011), was
spooky since it felt as if the filmmaker
had foreseen the current novel coronavirus outbreak, so eerily similar it was
to what the world has experienced
these past few months. Or, at least so it
seems to a non-specialist like myself. In
fact, Contagion has seen renewed popularity in other parts of the world as
well. But two films was all I could do
and thereafter soured of viewing a fate
that could easily be ours at any time.
What I did tell myself was to hunt for
my copy of The Plague by Albert
Camus, and this time go beyond the
first few pages I had always managed to
stop at over the decades. As it so happened, there were many others who
seemed to be thinking similarly, since
this 1947 novel has picked up sales of
the likes not seen in recent times. Nobel
Prize-winning Camus certainly had a
deep insight into the human spirit and
the book does not fail on that score.
There are many parallels between its
storyline and how we have been dealing with the coronavirus, individually,
as a nation, and as part of larger
humanity. In the rest of the column, I
present some of the passages that particularly struck me and which I hope
will resonate with readers as well.
The Plague is set in the town of Oran
in Algeria, at a time when it was a
French colony. Camus himself was
born in Algeria, which is also the setting of perhaps his most famous work,
The Outsider. The backdrop to the
novel is of plague-swept Oran closed
off to the outside world while the story
itself is an account of individual and
collective endeavours to live through
the pestilence.
Even though, in Oran, in ordinary
times religion had to compete with
more temporal pursuits such as bathing in the sea, it is only to be expected
that people would turn to religion dur-
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ing distress. After the plague sets in, a
Week of Prayer is designated with people attending in large numbers. As
Camus writes: ‘Many of those who took
part in the Week of Prayer would have
echoed a remark made by one of the
churchgoers… “Anyhow, it can’t do any
harm”’. A fairly common response, one
should say, when dealing with matters
of faith.
I was reminded of the clanging of
pots and pans in India when one of the
characters says, ‘...the Chinese fall to
playing tambourines before the Genius
of Plague...[even though] there was no
means of telling whether, in practice,
tambourines proved more efficacious
than prophylactic measures’. There is
no knowing indeed, either of the senseless cacophony or the quack cures
being peddled across the world.
The uncanny human ability to see
one’s situation to be unique comes
across clearly when one of the protagonists, a visitor from France, tries to use
his contacts to get out of the city. ‘The
gist of his argument was always the
same; that he was a stranger to our
town and, that being so, his case
deserved special consideration. Mostly,
the men he talked to conceded this
point readily enough. But usually they
added that a good number of other people were in a like case, and thus his
position was not so exceptional as he
seemed to suppose’.
The visitor does the rounds of government offices without avail. Until
one day when a form is sent to him,
asking for all his particulars. Initially
believing that was the first step towards
his exit, he later realises the details
were needed because of ‘the possibility
of his falling ill and dying of plagues;
the data supplied would enable the

authorities to notify his family and also
to decide if the hospital expenses
should be borne by the Municipality
or…recovered from his relatives’.
Camus’ observation then about the
government machinery goes thus: ‘The
really remarkable thing…was the way
in which, in the very midst of catastrophe, offices could go on functioning
serenely, and take initiatives of no
immediate relevance, and often
unknown to the highest authority,
purely and simply because they
had been created originally for this
purpose’.
On the municipal authorities and
their response to the plagues, he writes:
‘Officialdom can never cope with something really catastrophic. And the
remedial measures they think up are
hardly adequate for a common cold. If
we let them carry on like this they’ll
soon be dead—and so shall we’. Do we
not know that so well here in Nepal?
Camus goes on in words that appear
to speak of many who are in power
today: ‘The evil that is in the world
always comes of ignorance, and good
intentions may do as much harm as
malevolence, if they lack understanding. On the whole men are more good
than bad...But they are more or less
ignorant, and it is this that we call vice
or virtue; the most incorrigible vice
being that of an ignorance which fancies it knows everything...’ No comment required here.
The power of the printed word is so
strong that people do not give any
thought about its provenance. Hence,
Camus writes: ‘They seem to derive
fantastic hopes or equally exaggerated
fears from reading the lines that some
journalist had scribbled at random,
yawning with boredom at his desk’.

Compound that with what is passed
around on social media and the matter
is made worse many times over in this
day and age.
If empathy is what we are seeking in
times of crisis, the existentialist Camus
reminds us that ‘nobody is capable of
really thinking about anyone, even in
the worst calamity. For really to think
about someone means thinking about
that person every minute of the day;
without letting one’s thoughts be
diverted by anything; by meals, by a fly
that settles on one’s cheek, by household duties, or by a sudden itch somewhere’.
The perennial issue of the class
divide rings familiar during the current pandemic: ‘[P]oor families were in
great straits, while the rich went short
of practically nothing. Thus, whereas
plagues by its impractical ministrations should have promoted equality
amongst our townsfolk, it now
had the opposite effect and, thanks to
the habitual conflict of cupidities,
exacerbated the sense of injustice rankling in men’s hearts. They were
assured, of course, of the inerrable
equality of death—but nobody wanted
that kind of equality’.
How people actually manage the
daily business of living amidst death
all around is no mystery to Camus.
‘There was no room in any heart but for
a very old, grey hope, that hope which
keeps men from letting themselves
drift into death and is nothing but a
dogged will to live’.
The one idea that stayed with me for
a long time was his wry description of
what the novel’s heroes felt about their
fight against the plague, for it is a fate
we hope we can collectively avoid—‘A
never-ending defeat’.

The Putin-Lukashenko tango
Putin is seeking payback after
Lukashenko’s public refusal to
consider deeper integration
with Russia.
DMITRY ORESHKIN

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
public statements about the mass protests in Belarus have been at once
forceful and ambiguous. For example,
he says that a ‘law enforcement
reserve’ force has been prepared for
potential engagement in Belarus. But
that could mean personnel ranging
from traffic cops and the police who
break up demonstrations to the
Federal Security Service (FSB, the
main successor to the Soviet-era KGB)
and heavily armed military units like
the Rosgvardia (Russian Guard).
And what circumstances actually
would prompt Russia to intervene?
Putin says the ‘reserve’ would ‘not be
used until the situation starts getting
out of control’. But who decides that?
If it is up to Belarus’s beleaguered dictator, Alexander Lukashenko, Putin
could say that the Kremlin will act only
‘at the request of the legally elected
president of the republic’. That, after
all, is how the Soviet Union framed its
military interventions in Hungary in
1956 and Czechoslovakia in 1968.
But Putin has said nothing to this
effect. In fact, his public statements
suggest that he thinks he, not
Lukashenko, should be in charge of
the political process in Belarus. This
has left Lukashenko hemmed in by a
paradox: It would be better to risk
being overthrown than to turn to
Putin for military support.
Lukashenko understands that insofar as power in Belarus relies on force,
it lies with whoever commands the
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most bayonets. If a significant number of bayonets loyal to someone else
were to show up, Lukashenko could be
transformed into a Putin puppet and
effectively removed from power. This
would work well for the Kremlin, but
not for Lukashenko. From his perspective, peaceful protesters pose a lesser
threat than armed Russian troops.
Lukashenko will most likely rely on
his tried-and-true strategy for dealing
with Russia. He will signal his intent
to remain closely aligned with his
eastern neighbour, emphasising their
centuries-old geopolitical connection

(even though this relationship has
long since passed its expiration date).
Then, he will seek political and financial support in exchange for declaring
these commitments.
Already, the Kremlin has announced
its
readiness
to
restructure
Lukashenko’s longstanding oil and
gas debt. But writing off old debts
does not mean new funds, which is
what Lukashenko needs. Hence, he is
probably hoping to stabilise the
domestic situation somewhat so that
he can then blackmail the Kremlin.
Rather than demanding repayment,

he would argue, the Kremlin should
really be sending him more funds to
support Belarus’s role as a strategic
buffer against NATO.
And yet, the threat of NATO aggression has increasingly become a bluff,
and both Lukashenko and Putin know
it. A growing number of citizens, particularly Internet users under 50, are
not nearly as ready as previous generations were to believe Lukashenko when
he claims that ‘NATO troops are clanging their tracks at our gates, there is a
build-up of military power on the western borders of our country’.

Nonetheless, such rhetoric does
advance
both
Putin’s
and
Lukashenko’s interests. The supposed
Western threat allows them to justify
their own prolonged rule. Putin’s
motivation is transparent. During his
long political career, he has enjoyed
three bursts of popularity, each following small, seemingly victorious military campaigns—in Chechnya in 2000,
in Georgia in 2008, and in Ukraine in
2014. Given this track record, it is no
surprise that he would try to play the
same game in Belarus, offering
Russians yet another shiny object sig-

nifying Russia’s greatness.
Moreover, Putin is doubtless seeking payback after Lukashenko’s public refusal last year to consider deeper
integration with Russia. At the time,
Putin was worried about his 2024 term
limit and hoping to reset the clock by
uniting Belarus and Russia in a ‘new’
country (with him in charge, of
course). But Lukashenko is too jealous
of his own power to make any such
sacrifice.
In the event, Putin instead held a
‘popular vote’ this year to amend the
constitution and ensure his continued
rule at least until 2036. And, because
the plebiscite turned out to be more
arduous, expensive, and controversial
than expected, the Kremlin is now
eager to humiliate and punish
Lukashenko, even if it means writing
off his debt.
Lukashenko, meanwhile, has also
been trying to tilt the situation in his
favour. He and policymakers in Europe
were not the only ones parsing Putin’s
remarks about a ‘reserve’ of law
enforcement standing ready. The protesters in the streets of Minsk and
other Belarusian cities face the risk of
weakening one dictator only to have
him replaced by a stronger, more
remote one. And if events take a serious turn for the worse, Belarusians
could even end up with a military
conflict raging within their borders.
But the more likely scenario is that
Belarusian security forces will continue trying to suppress the demonstrations, and Lukashenko will resist
Putin’s overtures to send in ‘little
green men’, as he did in occupying
and then annexing Crimea in 2014.
Putin knows not to bother negotiating with Lukashenko unless he has a
stick in the hand and a carrot in the
pocket. Because the Kremlin is almost
certain to have a few more economic
trump cards up its sleeve, the Russian
intervention in Belarus will remain
strictly verbal for now.
Oreshkin, an independent political
analyst based in Moscow, is the author
of Dzhugaphilia and the Soviet
Statistical Epic.
—Project Syndicate
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RBI chief says
India’s recovery
not entrenched,
will only be gradual
REUTERS
MUMBAI, SEPT 16

Some high frequency indicators are
pointing towards stabilisation in economic activity in India but the recovery is still not entrenched and will
only be gradual, Reserve Bank of
India Governor Shaktikanta Das said
on Wednesday.
The major economy hardest by the
coronavirus pandemic, India has
been forecast by most leading
economists and banks to contract by
around 10 percent in the fiscal year
ending in March.
“High frequency indicators of agricultural activity, the purchasing managers index and certain private estimates on unemployment point to some
stabilisation of economic activity in
the second quarter of the current
year,” Das told members of the
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce & Industry’s national executive committee.
“The recovery is not yet fully
entrenched,” he said.
“By all indications, the recovery is
likely to be gradual as efforts towards
re-opening of the economy are confronted with rising infections.”
Despite India seeing one of the
strictest lockdowns in the world, the
country has crossed 5 million Covid-19
infections, and has the world’s second
highest number of cases.
Das also underlined the need to regulate non-bank finance companies
(NBFCs) or shadow banks better,
while highlighting the positive impact
of the measures taken by the RBI to
lowering borrowing costs for the government and corporates.
The RBI has all these years followed
a light touch regulation policy with
regards to NBFCs, Das said, adding
that it has now taken measures to
ensure no large entity failed as IL&FS
did in 2019.
“The fragility, vulnerability of
the NBFC sector is the main
concern. They are still not at par
with the banks in the matter of
regulation and we don’t want a
repeat of a crisis in another NBFC,”
Das said.
He said the government, regulators
and industry will need to work
jointly for revival of the economy, adding that more focus would be needed
on human capital, productivity
growth, exports, tourism and food
processing.

Potato prices hit new highs as rain disrupts harvests
Palung potato, the most sought after variety, costs Rs110 per kg, up from Rs90 two weeks ago while Mude potato now costs Rs100 per kg, up from Rs80.
KRISHANA PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, SEPT 16

Potato prices are hitting new highs on
slowed supply as non-stop rain disrupts harvests in India and key producing areas in Nepal. The indispensable tuber was selling for as much as
Rs150 per kg in the retail market this
week in the Kathmandu Valley.
Traders said that potato imports
had dropped because of lowered output in India, the second largest producer of potato in the world, causing
prices to spike in the domestic market.
Bhanu Bhakta Upreti, a potato and
onion trader at the Kalimati Fruits
and Vegetable Market, said he had
never seen potato prices reaching this
high in his 20 years in the business.
Palung potato, the most sought after
variety, costs Rs110 per kg retail.
Potato grown in Mude is available for
Rs100 per kg while Indian potato costs
Rs140 per kg, he said.
Until two weeks ago, Indian potato
was selling for Rs60 per kg, Palung
potato Rs90 per kg, Mude potato Rs80
per kg and Panauti potato Rs80 per kg,
Upreti said. “In the last two weeks,
prices have jumped steeply,” he said.
Traders are saying that farm gate
prices have also increased sharply.
“As prices in India have soared,
domestic traders also started charging
more for their inventory,” he said.
Traders said that domestic stocks
had sold out and fresh shipments were
yet to arrive. They explained that
heavy and non-stop monsoon rains
had affected harvests. The monsoon
normally ends on September 23.
Binaya Shrestha, deputy director of
the Kalimati Fruits and Vegetable
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Traders said that domestic stocks had sold out and fresh potato harvests won’t arrive for nearly two months.
Market Development Board, said that
potato prices had reached record levels this year. As Nepali kitchens
cannot do without potato, there is
good demand for the vegetable round
the year.
He added that traditionally the consumption of potatoes increases during the two-week-long ‘sohra shraddha’ season when Hindus perform
services to honour their ancestors.

Airlines operators take issues
with government over its move
to allow them to fly half empty
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so steeply as there was adequate supply, and blamed retailers for taking
advantage of the situation.
According to Shrestha, 75 percent
of the potatoes sold at the Kalimati
vegetable market are imported.
Officials at the Kalimati and Balkhu
vegetable markets cited increased
prices in India for the higher cost in
the local market.
Fresh potato harvests will not get

WTO finds Washington
broke trade rules by
putting tariffs on China
REUTERS
GENEVA/BRUSSELS, SEPT 16

FOREX
US Dollar

Meat is shunned during this
sacred period, pushing up demand
and consequently prices for vegetables like potato. But consumer rights
activists accuse retailers of jacking up
prices on the pretext of higher transportation and labour charges because
of the lockdown.
Prem Lal Maharjan, president of
the National Consumer Forum, said
that prices should not have increased
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Domestic carriers say they are not going to operate any scheduled passenger flights until the
government rolls back its decision.
SANGAM PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, SEPT 16

A day after the government officially
announced allowing domestic airlines
to resume services from Thursday,
private operators on Wednesday criticized the diktat, saying they cannot fly
the planes half empty.
The operators have decided not to
fly any scheduled passenger flights
until the government rolls back its
decision to allow them to fly only with
half of the capacity.
“The decision to fly 50 percent
empty in the name of preventing coronavirus transmission is not justifiable,” said Birendra Bahadur Basnet,
managing director of Buddha Air. “So
we have decided not to fly planes.”
The government had halted domestic flights from March 24 to contain
the spread of the virus. All the
domestic airlines planes have been
grounded since.
“Domestic airlines have finally

been allowed to resume operations
after six months and it’s not logical
to ask them to fly half empty while
following safety measures to prevent
the spread of the virus,” Basnet told
the Post.
Operators said that hundreds of
chartered flights have already been
conducted by international airlines
and now regular flights have also been
permitted, but they don’t have the
requirement to fly half empty.
The Airlines Operators’ Association
of Nepal, the umbrella body of the
private airlines operators, sent a memorandum to the Tourism Ministry and
the Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal
on Wednesday that the operators are
ready to fly by abiding strict health
and safety protocols set by the government but cannot operate keeping 50
percent of the seats empty.
Making Monday’s Cabinet decision
public on Tuesday, the government
spokesperson Pradeep Gyawali said at
a press briefing that domestic airlines

have to fly 50 percent empty by putting
passengers on a single row of the
seats. He said that airfares will be
increased and the civil aviation body
will determine it.
However, operators said that the
airline industry, which has remained
closed for six months, will not be able
to operate flights with half the number of passengers.
“Domestic airlines are allowed to fly
in almost all countries but there are
no such provisions—flying half
empty,” said Anil Manandhar, corporate manager of Shree Airlines. “Even
if the civil aviation body allows airlines to double the existing airfares,
the airfare structure will discourage
passengers from flying.”
The domestic operators said they
have multiple layers of protection in
place, including mandatory face coverings, enhanced cleaning procedures,
and a pre-flight Covid-19 symptom
checklist.
On the airplane, mostly in the international sector, one of the biggest
debates has been over whether middle
seats should be empty.
According to Reuters, in Malaysia
and Indonesia, the plane needs to be
half-empty.
However,
Malaysia
Airlines domestic flights have been
exempt from the requirement to fly
half-empty.
In the United States and Europe, it’s
not mandatory for airlines to leave the
middle seat open. Aircraft in China
are allowed to fly with a full load of
passengers.
In many countries, operators argue
that an aircraft is not a natural
place to enforce social-distancing, so
to mitigate the health risks, there are
other means in place, mostly using
facial masks.

here for nearly two months, and price
trends cannot be predicted till then,
said Shrestha.
During the nearly five-month-long
off season, Nepal depends on the
southern neighbour for its potato
needs. Domestic produce start arriving from mid-November and continue
till mid-May.Anjan Bhatta, a vegetable
shopper from Sukedhara, said he was
stunned when he asked the price of
potato early this week. He brought a
kilo for Rs110, which he said was the
highest price he had paid till date.
Potato is a staple crop in the high hills
of Nepal. It is one of the important
crops for addressing food insecurity in
the country. Nepal produced 3.11 million tonnes of potato in 2018-19,
according to the statistics of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock
Development. Import trends show that
the country’s output is unable to meet
the requirement.
According to agro experts, Nepal
was self-sufficient in potato until a few
years ago but imports have been swelling of late. Nepal imported potatoes
worth Rs7.8 billion in the last fiscal
year compared to Rs4 billion five years
ago, as per the statistics of the
Customs Department.
The Kalimati market said it received
4,000 tonnes of potato between August
17 and September 13. Of the total shipments, 2,886 tonnes came from India
and 192 tonnes from Bangladesh.
The rest were procured domestically from Ramechhap, Kabhre, Dolakha,
Sindhupalchok,
Makwanpur,
Dhading, Panchkhal and Panauti.
“This year, there have not been large
shipments from Mude and Palung,”
Shrestha said.

The World Trade Organization found
on Tuesday that the United States
breached global trading rules by
imposing multibillion-dollar tariffs in
President Donald Trump’s trade war
with China, a ruling that drew anger
from Washington.
The Trump administration says its
tariffs imposed two years ago on more
than $200 billion in Chinese goods
were justified because China was
stealing intellectual property and forcing US companies to transfer technology for access to China’s markets.
But the WTO’s three-member panel
said the US duties broke trading rules
because they applied only to China
and were above maximum rates
agreed to by the United States.
Washington had not then adequately
explained why its measures were
a justified exception, the panel
concluded.
“This panel report confirms what
the Trump administration has been
saying for four years: the WTO is completely inadequate to stop China’s
harmful technology practices,” US
Trade
Representative
Robert
Lighthizer said in response.
China’s Commerce Ministry said
Beijing supported the multilateral
trading system and respected WTO
rules and rulings, and hoped
Washington would do the same.
The decision will have little immediate effect on the US tariffs and is just
the start of a legal process that could
take years to play out, ultimately leading to the WTO approving retaliatory
measures if it is upheld—moves that
China has already taken on its own.
The United States is likely to appeal
Tuesday’s ruling. That would put the
case into a legal void, however,

The decision
will have little
immediate effect
on the US tariffs.
because Washington has already
blocked the appointment of judges to
the WTO’s appellate body, preventing
it from convening the minimum number required to hear cases.
The WTO panel was aware it was
stepping into hot water. It noted
that it had looked only into the US
measures and not China’s retaliation,
which Washington has not challenged
at the WTO.
“The panel is very much aware of
the wider context in which the WTO
system currently operates, which is
one reflecting a range of unprecedented global trade tensions,” the 66-page
report concluded.
The panel recommended the United
States bring its measures “into conformity with its obligations”, but also
encouraged the two sides to work to
resolve the overall dispute.
“Time is available for the parties to
take stock as proceedings evolve and
further consider opportunities for
mutually agreed and satisfactory solutions,” it said.
During a two-year trade war with
Beijing, Trump threatened tariffs on
nearly all Chinese imports—more
than $500 billion—before the two
countries signed a “Phase 1” trade
deal in January.
Extra tariffs are still in place on
some $370 billion worth of Chinese
goods, and $62.16 billion in duties have
been collected since July 2018, US
Customs data show.

End of Abe era leaves Japan still searching for way forward
ASSOCIATED PRESS
MITO (JAPAN), SEPT 16

Among the challenges awaiting newly
appointed Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga is the urgent challenge of how to keep the world’s
third-largest economy growing as its
population ages and shrinks.
Yoshihide Suga, Abe’s former chief
spokesman, was appointed prime minister on Wednesday after Abe resigned
because of a chronic health problem.
He has vowed to stick with the
“Abenomics” playbook of cheap credit
and stimulus spending, but has yet to
articulate a vision for the future for a
nation wary of the sweeping changes
needed to keep the economy growing.
Suga has so far talked mainly about
issues that were initiatives a quarter
century ago, such as deregulating
phone carriers and boosting investment in rural areas, said Michael
Cucek, an expert on Japanese politics
at Temple Universty in Tokyo.
Vision does not appear to be his
strong point. “He knows how to get
things done but seems dogmatic to the
point of obtuseness on what those

things should be,” Cucek said.
It’s unclear that Suga, dubbed the
“iron wall” for his resistance to
answering reporters’ questions, has
the charisma and political heft to sell
to the public and business world the
kinds of sweeping changes to tax
codes and other policies that are needed to help the country break out of its
slow decline.
During Abe’s more than seven years
in office, the central bank pumped
tens of trillions of dollars, supporting
a modest economic recovery that
never gained the momentum needed
to break out of the rut Japan has been
in since its financial bubble burst in
the early 1990s.
Time is not on Suga’s side: Japan’s
population has been falling for eight
straight years and is projected to sink
by about 40 percent by 2050.
The trends are evident in Tokyo, but
even more so in smaller cities like
Mito, 100 kilometres (about 60 miles)
north of the capital. Countless small
mom and pop style shopfronts remain
shuttered for good, many unoccupied.
The same is true for many houses
around the city engulfed by vegetation

after the owners died or moved away.
The aging of the country is even
more apparent in Suga’s home region
of Akita, where more than a third of
the population is older than 65 and the
population has fallen by more than a
quarter since it peaked in the 1950s.
The economic outlook was cloudy
for most of last year, as tensions
between the US and China disrupted
trade and global growth slowed. In
October, a sales tax hike, to 10 percent
from 8 percent, dented spending by
consumers and businesses. Now, the
“Corona shock” has hammered
drivers of recent growth such as tourism and exports: In April-June
the economy contracted at its worst
ever rate of about 28 percent.
To prevent the economy from
shrinking further, and bringing on
lower incomes and deepening poverty,
economists say the country needs to
ramp up its productivity—the value it
gets from the amount of labour and
money invested—or to allow far more
immigration than it has so far.
Despite the stellar efficiency of a
few big companies like Toyota Motor
Corp, the latest data show Japan 21st
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Containers are piled up at a port in Yokohama, south of Tokyo.
in productivity among 36 major economies in the Organization of Economic
Cooperation and Development, at
about $47 per hour—between Slovenia
and Slovakia—compared with about
$75 per hour in the US and more than
$100 in Ireland, the world’s leader.
Low productivity translates into

poor quality jobs and low wages:
Household average incomes have actually fallen over the past 20 years and
Abenomics’ tax breaks and easy credit
have not brought the wage hikes
needed to entice consumers into
splurging on big ticket items like cars
and new homes.
C M Y K
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Barbados says it will remove
Queen as head of state
LONDON: Barbados wants to remove
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth as its head
of state and become a republic, the
Caribbean island nation’s government has said, reviving a plan mooted
several times in the past. A former
British colony that gained independence in 1966, Barbados has maintained a formal link with the British
monarchy as have some other countries that were once part of the
British empire. “The time has come
to fully leave our colonial past
behind,” said Barbados Governor
General Sandra Mason, delivering a
speech on behalf of the country’s
Prime Minister Mia Mottley.
“Barbadians want a Barbadian Head
of State. This is the ultimate statement of confidence in who we are
and what we are capable of achieving. Hence, Barbados will take the
next logical step toward full sovereignty and become a Republic by the
time we celebrate our 55th
Anniversary of Independence.” That
anniversary will come in November
of next year. Buckingham Palace said
the issue was a matter for the people
of Barbados. Britain’s Foreign Office
said the decision was one for
Barbados to take.

Chances of Brexit deal fading,
EU Commission chief says
BRUSSELS/LONDON: The head of the
European Commission said on
Wednesday the chances of reaching a
trade deal with Britain were fading
by the day as the British government
pushes ahead with moves that would
breach their divorce treaty. The
British government unveiled draft
legislation last week which it
acknowledges would violate its international legal obligations and undercut parts of the divorce deal it signed
before Britain formally left the
European Union in January. Brussels
wants Prime Minister Boris Johnson
to scrap what is known as the
Internal Market bill, saying it could
sink talks on future trade arrangements before Britain leaves the EU’s
single market, which it has remained
part of during a status quo transition
period that expires at the end of this
year. Johnson has refused. “With
every day that passes, the chances of
a timely agreement do start to fade,”
said Ursula von der Leyen, President
of the European Commission, the EU
executive.

Mass murderer Breivik
to apply for parole
OSLO: Norwegian mass murderer
Anders Behring Breivik will seek to
apply for parole, his lawyer told daily
VG on Wednesday. The far-right
extremist killed eight people with a
bomb in Oslo and shot dead 69 others
on an island nearby, many of them
teenagers attending a Labour Party
youth camp in July 2011, in what is
Norway’s worst peacetime atrocity.
He is serving Norway’s maximum
sentence of 21 years, which can
be extended indefinitely. While
Breivik is eligible to seek parole
after serving the first ten years of his
term, a date he will reach in July
2021, it is up to the courts to determine whether a release is appropriate. “I have at his demand sent a
request for parole,” Breivik’s
lawyer, Oeystein Storrvik, told VG.
“This is a right that all prisoners
(who can be detained indefinitely)
have and that he wants to use,” he
said. Storrvik was not immediately
(AGENCIES)
available for comment.

India’s coronavirus cases soar as EU
warns against ‘vaccine nationalism’
The spread of the virus has accelerated in some of the most populous parts of the world such as India.

Russia seals another
deal to supply and
test its coronavirus
vaccine abroad

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

MOSCOW, SEPT 16

REUTERS

NEW DELHI, SEPT 16

Coronavirus infections in India soared
past five million on Wednesday, as the
EU’s chief warned against “vaccine
nationalism” in the frantic global race
to battle the disease.
Worldwide cases are rapidly
approaching 30 million, with more
than 935,000 known Covid-19 deaths,
the global economy devastated and
nations struggling to contain new outbreaks since the virus first emerged in
China late last year.
India, home to 1.3 billion people, has
reported some of the highest daily
case jumps in the world recently, as a
World Health Organization special
envoy described the global pandemic
situation as “horrible” and “grotesque”.
“It’s much worse than any of the
science fiction about pandemics,”
David Nabarro told British MPs on
Tuesday.
“This is really serious—we’re not
even in the middle of it yet. We’re still
at the beginning of it.”
The spread of the virus has accelerated in some of the most populous
parts of the world such as India,
where the latest million infections
were detected over just 11 days.
And some experts have warned that
the total number of cases could be far
higher in the vast nation, which has
been easing one of the world’s strictest lockdowns recently despite the
surge to help its reeling economy.
“People have lost their fear or are
too tired (of) being cautious. They
want to be out and earn a living right
now,” Jayant Surana, a New Delhibased entrepreneur, told AFP.
“Everything has now been left to
god’s will.”
With scientists rushing to find an
effective vaccination seen as the way
to end the pandemic, nine candidates
are in late-stage human trials—the
final stage of clinical testing, according to the WHO.
But the United States has led
wealthier nations already buying up
millions of doses of promising models, prompting the WHO to call for
cooperation to equitably distribute
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Health workers collect a swab sample to test for Covid-19 in Mumbai, India, on Wednesday.
doses to ensure poorer countries
have access.
In an implicit swipe at US President
Donald Trump’s approach, EU chief
Ursula von der Leyen said Europe
would lead the world in the search for
vaccine and support multilateral bodies like the WHO.
“None of us will be safe until all of
us are safe—wherever we live, whatever we have,” she said. “Vaccine nationalism puts lives at risk. Vaccine cooperation saves them.”
The United States remains the
worst-hit nation in the world in terms
of both infections and deaths, and
Trump is under intense pressure over
his handling of the coronavirus crisis.
The Republican leader said on
Tuesday that a vaccine may be
available within a month—an acceleration of even his own optimistic
predictions.
“We’re within weeks of getting it,

you know—could be three weeks, four
weeks,” Trump said during a town
hall event broadcast on ABC News.
But experts are worried that
world-renowned American institutions responsible for overseeing the
approval and distribution of vaccines
have become increasingly compromised by political pressure, and corners may be cut to get one ready
before the presidential election in
November.
There was also a bullish claim earlier this week from China, where the
virus first emerged late last year, with
an official telling state media that a
China-developed vaccine could be
ready for the public as early as
November.
Germany’s health minister Jens
Spahn said Tuesday the country aims
to reach herd immunity through a
voluntary coronavirus vaccine expected to be widely available by mid-2021.

Many European countries had
started to ease their restrictions after
largely bringing outbreaks under control, but are faced with worrying
spikes in infections again.
Denmark on Tuesday announced
new restrictions, including shorter
hours for bars and restaurants, new
face mask requirements, and reduced
crowds at football matches.
Referring to Europe, WHO emergencies director Michael Ryan warned
it was time to “stop looking for unicorns” and take hard decisions to protect the most vulnerable with a potentially deadly winter approaching.
That came as airlines ramped up
pressure on the European Union to
coordinate virus measures, demanding an end to quarantine “chaos” and
access to reliable and quick testing.
Airlines have been hit especially
hard by the pandemic as travel was
severely restricted.

Russia’s sovereign wealth fund will
supply 100 million doses of its potential coronavirus vaccine to Indian
drug
company
Dr
Reddy’s
Laboratories, the fund said on
Wednesday, as Moscow speeds up
plans to distribute its shot outside of
Russia.
The deal for its Sputnik-V vaccine
candidate comes after the Russian
Direct Investment Fund (RDIF)
reached agreements with Indian
manufacturers to produce 300 million
doses of the shot in India, also
a major consumer of Russian oil
and arms.
The agreement brings the total
number of doses Russia has so far
announced that it will supply abroad
to just over 200 million - half to Latin
America and half to India. RDIF has
said it has received requests totalling
1 billion doses.
Deliveries to India, which has a population of more than 1.3 billion, could
begin in late 2020, RDIF said, adding
this was subject to the completion of
trials and Sputnik-V’s registration by
regulatory authorities in India.
Phase III trials, involving at least
40,000 people, are ongoing in Russia.
Initial results are expected in October
or November, RDIF head Kirill
Dmitriev has said.
Dr Reddy’s, one of India’s top pharmaceutical companies, will carry out
Phase III clinical trials of Sputnik-V
in India, RDIF said.
The Indian trials could start as
early as next month, Dmitriev told
Reuters, adding trial results could be
followed soon after by domestic regulatory approval of Sputnik-V for mass
use in India.
India said last week it was considering granting an emergency authorisation for a coronavirus vaccine, particularly for the elderly and people in
high-risk workplaces.
Russia was the first country to
grant regulatory approval for a novel
coronavirus vaccine, and did so before
large-scale trials were complete, stirring concern among scientists and
doctors about the safety and efficacy
of the shot.

Indian, Chinese troops
Japan’s new Prime Minister Yoshihide
exchanged gunshots twice Suga: Self-made and strong-willed
last week as tensions rose
ASSOCIATED PRESS
TOKYO, SEPT 16

REUTERS
NEW DELHI, SEPT 16

Indian and Chinese border troops had
an exchange of gunfire last week just
days before a meeting of their foreign
ministers, Indian officials said on
Wednesday, in a further breach of a
decades-old restraint at the frontier.
The two sides have had a long-standing agreement for troops not to use
firearms at the poorly defined Line of
Actual Control or the informal border
and for 45 years no shot has been fired.
But since late last month, there
have been three incidents of warning
shots fired in the western Himalayas
where troops are locked in a faceoff
over competing territorial claims,

often in close proximity, officials
aware of the situation told Reuters.
“In all these cases shots were fired
in the air and not at each other thankfully,” said one of the officials.
One of them occurred on the north
bank of the bitterly contested Pangong
Tso lake in the run-up to a meeting
between Indian Foreign Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi in
Moscow last Thursday.
The shooting which neither side
has made public was the most intense,
a second official said. The official
said he was not in a position to provide more details but the Indian
Express newspaper said 100-200
rounds were fired.

Before he got Japan’s top government
job, Yoshihide Suga was known as a
“shadow” prime minister and the
right-hand man for his long-serving
predecessor.
When Shinzo Abe announced last
month he would resign due to ill
health, his chief Cabinet secretary,
Suga, said he would come forward to
pursue Abe’s unfinished work.
The self-made politician was elected
by Parliament on Wednesday as
Japan’s new prime minister, two
days after he succeeded Abe as leader
of the governing Liberal Democratic
Party.
Suga’s low-key image from government briefings contrasts with his
behind-the-scenes work managing
bureaucrats and pushing policies.
As the chief Cabinet spokesman
under Abe, the straight-faced Suga
offered
bland
commentary
at
twice-daily televised news briefings
highlighted last year when he became
known as “Uncle Reiwa” for unveiling
Emperor Naruhito’s imperial era
name, Reiwa.
But behind the scenes, Suga is
known for stubbornness, an iron-fist
approach as a policy coordinator and
influencing bureaucrats using the
power of the prime minister’s office,
leading politics watchers to call him
the “shadow prime minister.”
Some bureaucrats who opposed his
policies have said they were removed
from government projects or transferred to other posts. Suga recently
said he would continue to do so.
As his parents’ eldest son, Suga
defied tradition by leaving for Tokyo
rather than taking over the family
strawberry farm in Akita prefecture.
He worked at a cardboard factory
before entering university, paying
his tuition by working part-time
jobs, including one at the Tsukiji fish
market. His classmates remember
Suga as quiet but a person of determi-
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Yoshihide Suga arrives at the prime minister’s office after being formally elected Japan’s
prime minister in a parliamentary vote in Tokyo on Wednesday.
nation. Suga, who played baseball in
junior high school, insisted on keeping his batting stance despite an
instructor’s advice, saying his style
made better sense, his old friend Yuri
Masashi told the Mainichi newspaper.
Apparently Suga was not talking off
the cuff, and practiced and mastered
the technique of a pro baseball star
from Akita. “Once he makes a decision, he never sways and he is still the
same,” Masashi said.
He was a secretary to former trade
minister Hikosaburo Okonogi for 11
years before becoming a Yokohama
city assemblyman in 1987.
“I jumped into politics, where
I had no connection or relatives, literally starting from zero,(asterisk) he
said Monday.
Suga was elected to the lower house
of parliament in 1996 at age 47, a late
start compared to politicians like Abe,
a third-generation blue-blood politician elected to parliament at age 29.
Suga was a loyal supporter of Abe
since Abe’s first stint as prime
minister from 2006 to 2007, and helped
Abe return to power in 2012
and become Japan’s longest-serving
prime minister.
Suga has said his top priorities will
be fighting the coronavirus and turning around a Japanese economy battered by the pandemic. He has repeatedly praised Abe’s diplomacy and economic policies when asked about what
he would like to accomplish as prime
minister, but his vision of a future
Japan remains unclear. He also
defended favoritism and cronyism
scandals that occurred under Abe,
saying the investigations into the
cases were properly handled.
Suga, at 71, says he is in good shape
and fit for the leadership job. His disciplined daily routine includes sit-ups
and walking—while wearing a busi-

ness suit so he can immediately head
to work in an emergency. He commutes from a parliamentary apartment and hardly goes to his home in
Yokohama. He says his weakness is
sweets, especially sweet pancakes and
daifuku mochi, a Japanese rice treat
filled with sweet bean paste.
Suga says he is a reformist and has
broken bureaucratic barriers to
secure policy achievements. He credits himself for a boom in foreign tourism, which he hopes to revive when
the coronavirus pandemic subsides,
as well as lowering cellphone bills and
bolstering agricultural exports.
He is also known to support what
would be a historic change in Japan’s
immigration policy to allow more foreign laborers to offset the decline in
Japan’s workforce as the country ages.
Abe and his nationalistic supporters
were not keen on the change.
Suga has pledged to target vested
interests and rules hampering reforms
to get more done. One such plan is to
form a new agency to promote digital
transformation, an area where Japan
lags and has delayed efforts to fight
the coronavirus.
“Where there is a will, there is a
way,” is Suga’s motto. He says he seeks
to build a nation of ”self-support,
mutual support, then public support,(asterisk) urging self-help for
individuals, though that has raised
concerns he envisions a government
that is cold to the weak and the needy.
Compared to his political prowess at
home, Suga has hardly traveled overseas and his diplomatic skills are
unknown, though he is largely expected to pursue Abe’s priorities. Suga
said Abe’s approach to diplomacy,
including his personal contacts
with US President Donald Trump, is
outstanding and that he may seek
Abe’s advice.
C M Y K
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Haller double puts West Ham past Charlton

Aubameyang signs new
three-year deal with Arsenal

Hammers edge third-tier Charlton 3-0 while Championship club Bournemouth beat Crystal Palace 11-10 in penalty shoot-out.

LONDON: Arsenal striker PierreEmerick Aubameyang has signed a
new three-year deal, the Premier
League club said on Tuesday, ending
speculation over a potential exit as he
entered the final year of his contract.
Aubameyang’s decision to stay with
Arsenal will be a major boost to manager Mikel Arteta who said he wanted to build the squad around the
Gabon international after they won
the FA Cup last month. British media
reported Aubameyang’s new contract
makes the 31-year-old one of the highest earners at the club alongside
Mesut Ozil. Aubameyang’s contract
extension follows the addition of
Chelsea winger Willian to Arsenal’s
ranks after the Brazilian became a
free agent as well as defender Gabriel
Magalhaes from French side Lille.

LONDON, SEPT 16

Aston Villa land goalkeeper
Martinez from Arsenal
BIRMINGHAM: Aston Villa have completed the signing of goalkeeper
Emiliano Martinez from Arsenal on a
four-year deal, the Premier League
club said in a statement on
Wednesday. The 28-year-old spent 10
years at the club and played only 39
first-team matches for them in all
competitions, including 23 in the 201920 campaign filling in for the injured
Bernd Leno. He helped Mikel Arteta’s
side finish eighth in the league and
lift their 14th FA Cup trophy last
month as they defeated Chelsea 2-1 in
the final at Wembley. British media
said Villa paid 17 million pounds for
the Argentine shot-stopper, who had
loan spells at Oxford United, Sheffield
Wednesday, Rotherham United,
Wolverhampton Wanderers, Getafe
and Reading.

Teen Musetti upsets Stan
Wawrinka to become local hero
ROME: Three-times Grand slam champion Stan Wawrinka was soundly
beaten 6-0 7-6(2) by teenager Lorenzo
Musetti, who won for the first time on
the professional circuit in the first
round of the Italian Open on Tuesday.
It was only a second game on the ATP
Tour for the 18-year-old Italian, who
came through three rounds of qualifying, before aggressively upending
the 35-year-old Swiss to set up a second-round meeting with Japan’s Kei
Nishikori.

West Brom rope in Ivanovic
WEST BROMWICH: West Brom on
Tuesday announced the signing of
former Chelsea defender Branislav
Ivanovic, who arrives at the
Hawthorns on a free transfer from
Zenit St Petersburg. The Serbia international won three Premier League
titles and the Champions League during his nine-year spell at Stamford
Bridge, which ended in 2017. (AGENCIES)
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Tottenham in talks
to re-sign Bale
REUTERS
LONDON, SEPT 16

Sebastien Haller eased West Ham’s
woes with a double in their 3-0 victory
over Charlton in the League Cup
second round, while Crystal Palace
were knocked out by Bournemouth
after a marathon penalty shoot-out on
Tuesday.
French striker Haller scored twice
in four minutes midway through the
first half and Felipe Anderson added a
late third for David Moyes’ troubled
side. It was a much-needed result for
the Hammers after they started the
Premier League season with a dismal
2-0 home defeat against Newcastle on
Saturday.
That limp surrender came after fan
protests against co-owners David Gold
and David Sullivan, while West Ham
captain Mark Noble criticised the
club’s lack of ambition following the
sale of promising midfielder Grady
Diangana to West Bromwich Albion.
With Arsenal, Wolves, Leicester,
Tottenham, Manchester City and
Liverpool on West Ham’s immediate
fixture schedule, it was vital to avoid
an embarrassing exit against thirdtier Charlton at the London Stadium.
“Probably the only disappointment is
we should have won more comfortably,” Moyes said. “But Seb getting a
couple of goals will be good for his
confidence. We had Michail Antonio
scoring for us at the end of last season
and now we hope Seb gets on a run of
scoring goals.”
Jack Wilshere was absent from the
West Ham squad despite 10 changes
made by Moyes, with the club reportedly wanting to sell the injury-prone
midfielder.
Bournemouth goalkeeper Asmir
Begovic missed a spot-kick but still
finished as the hero in the
Championship club’s 11-10 penalty
shoot-out win over Premier League
side Crystal Palace. After a goalless 90
minutes at the Vitality Stadium,
Begovic saw his penalty saved by
Wayne Hennessey. It was the first miss
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Charlton Athletic’s Adedeji Oshilaja (left) tackles West Ham’s Sebastien Haller in their English League Cup match in London on Tuesday.
out of 21 penalties but, after Hennessey
blazed over the crossbar, Begovic
saved from Palace captain Luka
Milivojevic to give Bournemouth a
trip to holders Manchester City.
Jack Grealish celebrated his new
Aston Villa contract by scoring in
their 3-1 win at League One side
Burton Albion. Villa’s club-record
signing Ollie Watkins equalised for
the Premier League team late in the
first half to cancel out Colin Daniel’s
opener after only 68 seconds. Grealish,
who signed the new five-year deal earlier on Tuesday, struck a sweet volley
from the edge of the area in the 88th
minute. Keinan Davis’s stoppage-time

goal ensured last season’s League Cup
runners-up head to Bristol City or
Northampton.
Ryan Fraser marked his Newcastle
debut with the winner as the Premier
League side beat Championship club
Blackburn 1-0 at St James’ Park.
Magpies boss Steve Bruce made 10
changes from the win at West Ham
and former Bournemouth winger
Fraser took his chance with the 35th
minute goal that earned a trip to
fourth tier Morecambe.
Tottenham striker Harry Kane will
face the team whose shirts he sponsors after Leyton Orient beat
Plymouth 3-2 to earn a clash with Jose

Mourinho’s men.
Championship side Barnsley will
travel to Chelsea after first half goals
from Patrick Schmidt and Jordan
Williams sealed a 2-0 win at
Middlesbrough. Luton booked a home
tie against Manchester United after
beating fellow Championship team
Reading 1-0 thanks to Jordan Clark’s
24th minute header. Third tier Lincoln
will host Premier League champions
Liverpool after thrashing Bradford
5-0. It will be the first meeting between
the clubs since 1961.
All the third round ties are due to be
played next week, with the dates to be
set later.

Tottenham Hotspur are in talks with
Real Madrid to re-sign winger Gareth
Bale, his agent said on Tuesday, as the
Wales international looks to end his
troubled spell at the Spanish club.
Bale made over 200 appearances for
Premier League Spurs between 2007
and 2013, scoring 56 goals with 58
assists before his then world record
move to Real for 100 million euros
($118.46 million). The 31-year-old has
scored over 100 goals for the Madrid
side and won numerous trophies,
including four Champions League
titles, but was given limited playing
time under Zinedine Zidane towards
the end of last season’s La Liga triumph. “Gareth still loves Spurs,” his
agent Jonathan Barnett told the BBC
on Tuesday. “We are talking (Spurs,
Real and Bale’s camp). It’s where he
wants to be.”
Bale endured his worst season at
the Spanish club in 2019-20 with only
three goals in all competitions and
admitted earlier this month that he
would consider a return to the Premier
League if Real allow him to end his
stint in Spain. The Welshman has a
contract until 2022 and was set to
make a lucrative move to the Chinese
Super League last year before the
transfer was scuttled when Real made
a last-minute decision to insist on a
transfer fee rather than terminate his
contract.
Bale has divided opinion among the
club’s fanbase, with some supporters
frustrated by a perceived lack of commitment from the Welshman. He did
not feature in their final seven league
matches as they pipped Barcelona to
the Liga title while he watched on
from the bench.
Spurs boss Jose Mourinho had said
before their season-opening 1-0 defeat
by Everton on Sunday that he wanted
the club to sign a striker before the
transfer window closes on October 5.
Spurs, who finished sixth last season,
signed
midfielder
Pierre-Emile
Hojbjerg and right back Matt Doherty.

Rivals ponder how to break Bayern Munich’s iron grip on Bundesliga
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MUNICH, SEPT 16

European champions Bayern Munich
begin the hunt for a ninth-straight
Bundesliga title on Friday, but while
their rivals ponder how to break their
iron grip on the German league,
the Bavarian giants have pressing
issues to resolve on the eve of the
new season.
Bayern host Schalke at the Allianz
Arena to kick-off the Bundesliga season just 26 days after lifting the
Champions League trophy in Lisbon
to complete the treble. They stand to
play 57 games in a 2020/21 fixture list

condensed by the knock-on effects of
the coronavirus pandemic, but at least
on Friday, Bayern will be able to play
in front of a small number of fans for
the first time since March. However,
they have already lost three of the
Champions League-winning squad.
Ivan Perisic, Philippe Coutinho and
Alvaro Odriozola have returned to
Inter Milan, Barcelona and Real
Madrid respectively after their loan
deals expired. “We have to make up
for it,” head coach Hansi Flick admitted with Bayern facing Sevilla in the
UEFA Super Cup and Borussia
Dortmund for the German Super Cup
in the coming fortnight. Bayern want

to sign a new winger with Chelsea’s
Callum Hudson-Odoi again on their
radar. They also want a defender.
Flick’s star-studded squad finished
last season on an all-conquering
21-game winning run, including the
8-2 thrashing of Spanish giants
Barcelona in the Champions League’s
quarter-finals. “The current team of
Hansi Flick is perhaps the best Bayern
team ever,” Hans-Joachim Watzke,
chief executive of arch rivals Borussia
Dortmund, declared last month. “They
no longer beat their opponents - they
destroy them.” Bayern’s last loss was
at the hands of Moenchengldbach in
December.

Watzke refuses to make any
statements about Dortmund denying
the Bavarians a ninth-straight
Bundesliga title in 2020/21. The message was similarly bleak from
Champions League semi-finalists RB
Leipzig finished third in the
Bundesliga behind Bayern and runners-up Dortmund.
“We need two years of training and
playing at international level, to develop our players to the max, but Bayern
would still be hard to catch,” Leipzig’s
head coach Julian Nagelsmann told
newspaper Mitteldeutsche Zeitung on
Wednesday.
Bayern’s impressive run is down to

the irresistible form of stars like
Thomas
Mueller
and
Robert
Lewandowski. Mueller managed a
league-record 21 assists, making a
mockery of Joachim Loew’s decision
to end his Germany career in March
2019. Lewandowski netted 55 goals in
47 games last season.
However, to preserve the harmony
in the dressing room, Flick and the
club’s bosses must quickly resolve the
future of defender David Alaba and
midfielder
Thiago
Alcantara.
Alcantara has been heavily linked to a
move to Premier League clubs
Liverpool and Manchester United.
Alaba is said to want a big pay rise.

HOROSCOPE
ARIES (March 21-April 19) ***

CANCER (June 22-July 22) ***

LIBRA (September 23-October 22) ***

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19) *****

A family member who has been under a lot of pressure needs some relief, and you could be the one to
give it to them. If they live far away, see if you can
arrange a video chat. Seeing you might get them
feeling perky again.

Today you could get information about one of your
most precious relationships, and it will cause you to
breathe a huge sigh of relief ! What you have been
worrying about isn’t something you need to be worrying about after all.

The universe has a wonderful gift for you today: the
ability to appreciate the smaller things in life! Big
fancy cars are fine, but that crazy little two-seater in
the parking lot is what will stay imprinted on your
mind all day long.

Your position in your social circle is about to skyrocket, so get ready! You’ve got the ideas to make
your friends amazingly happy right now, and they
know it! So have a little bit more faith. You are still
very much loved by your friends.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) *****

LEO (July 23-August 22) ****

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21) ***

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18) ***

You don’t need an excuse to pamper yourself. It’s a
good day to indulge in a little “me” time. You’ve been
weathering some stressful times, and you deserve a
little break. You won’t have to spend a lot of money
in the process either.

Now is definitely not the time to be modest about how
great you are! Someone is curious about one of your
accomplishments, and they want to know more about
how you did what you did. If you downplay
everything, you’ll sell yourself short.

Feed your mind whenever you can today, and don’t
give it any junk thinking! Gossip, trends, celebrity
news, and other types of shallow input won’t do
much to improve your mood or give you many good
things to talk about.

People who don’t realise what they are doing could
exert a major influence over your day, so you need to
stay extra aware if you want to keep your cool right
now. The drivers who don’t seem to know where
they’re going? Don’t let it get to you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) ***

VIRGO (August 23-September 22) ****

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21) ***

PISCES (February 19-March 20) ***

The sun feels like it’s shining a little bit brighter
today, doesn’t it? Your mood is light. While your
thoughts may not be clear, your goals are. Put a plan
together so you can make the most of it. Avoid wasting any time on the couch.

Do you want to get your way today? Then speak up
early and ask for it! Being aggressive is not a bad
thing, especially since you know how to be aggressive and agreeable at the same time. Your diplomacy
skills can work wonders for you.

If you can be flexible with your friends, then you
need to be just as flexible with your family. It’s
important to treat all the people you care about
equally. It’s not always easy, and many would say it’s
not even possible. But you can try.

Why not do something that raises a few eyebrows
today? You’ve got the creativity required to throw
people for a loop, so why not use it? Shocking people
or breaking the rules is a good thing to do right now
for you.
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Sujit Bidari: ‘If you are honest, your
work will get acknowledged’

S

Filmmaker Sujit Bidari on his love for cinema, his decade-long experience in the film industry, and on getting nominated
at the Busan International Film Festival for his debut film Aina Jhyal ko Putali.
ple will acknowledge your work.

ujit Bidari is not new to cinema. From working as a script
analyst in the award-winning
Kalo Pothi (2015) to writing the
screenplay of 2018’s experimental Lalpurja and directing
Savitri (2014), Bidari has, for the past
decade, given his heart and soul to the
craft of making movies.
Getting recognition for his work in the
international film circuit, Bidari’s debut
feature film Aina Jhyal ko Putali (2020)
has received nomination in the New
Current Award section of the 25th Busan
International Film Festival, which will be
held from October 21 to 30 this year. The
nomination makes him the first Nepali
filmmaker to achieve this feat, competing
amongst a host of other talented upcoming Asian filmmakers.
In this interview with the Post’s Ankit
Khadgi, Bidari talks about his love for
cinema, the experiences and creative process behind the making of his first feature film, the challenges of working in
the Nepali film industry, and how he feels
about being his film film being nominated
at a prestigious film festival. Excerpts:

How did you end up becoming
a filmmaker?
I never had any plans of making a career
in making cinema. For me, although as a
child, movies always captivated my attention, it was only after I decided to leave
my hometown, Hetauda, and move to
Kathmandu that I was introduced to the
process of making films.
Back then, I was more curious about
advertising, which led me to take an
advertising
training
course
in
Kathmandu. Alongside that, I was also
doing graphic designing. But my interest
was fixated on making video advertisements, and so I decided to enrol myself in
Oscar College in 2010 and started studying screenwriting and direction, which
fuelled my interest in cinema, leading me
to join the field.

You have been working in this field for
almost a decade now. How demanding is
the job and what are the challenges that
you have had to face till date?
Working in the Nepali film industry is
challenging. We don’t have an environment where filmmakers can pursue their
creative endeavours without interference.
The makers are expected to work as salespersons, facing constant pressure to make
films that are marketable to a larger
mass, films that can bring money to the
table. But it's not a director or a writer’s
job to sell the movie.

The presence of Nepali movies in international film festivals is negligible. Why
do you think that is?
Honestly, there's a lack of good quality
Nepali movies. We still follow the film
structure of Bollywood movies and the
lack of visual literacy is evident, due to
which we haven’t been able to produce
good makers who can produce movies
that can get recognition in the international film market.
Likewise, there’s no help from the government side as well and the filmmakers
themselves are confused, due to which
our delivery of quality films is less

What kind of stories are you interested in
depicting on the screen?
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Sujit Bidari has previously worked as a script analyst in the award-winning film Kalo Pothi and wrote the screenplay of the experimental film Lalpurja.
Likewise, making a movie itself is a
long due creative process. There are many
hurdles that filmmakers have to face. Even
for my debut feature film, there was a time
when I wasn’t sure whether the project
would see the light of day, as I had to
encounter many hurdles while writing the
script, searching for the financiers, and
producers, and scouting the locations.
Nevertheless, the hard work paid off now.

Can you briefly describe your movie,
Aina Jhyal Ko Putali? What inspired you
to bring this story in the celluloid?
Aina Jhyal Ko Putali is a movie based on
my personal experiences. While our society has taken leaps in many other sectors,
women are still treated like second-class
citizens. Even if women try to break away
from the shackles that are placed by society, they are deemed as immoral. New forms
of suppression and tools of discrimination are still propagated in society.
The story in my film is of a girl from a
remote area who’s trying hard to get an
education. And in the film, I have compared her struggle with that of a butterfly
resting on a windowpane, hence the title
Aina Jhyal Ko Putali (Butterfly on the
Windowpane).
Like the butterfly, which knows that
there is a life beyond the windowpane, my
main character also knows that her life is
much more than her reality. However, just

‘It is not a director
or a writer’s
job to sell
the movie.’
as the butterfly is stuck on the windowpane, so is the main character.

What was the experience like of putting
the hat of a director for the first-time for
your feature movie? How has the movie
changed or impacted your work?
I had started writing the script of the
movie in 2015. That time was a frustrating
time for me and so I tried to utilise it by
converting this idea I had into a script.
While there were many learning experiences that I gained when the movie went
on floors, one thing that I did differently
was embrace freestyle writing.
Since I was writing a story about characters taking inspiration from my personal life, I couldn’t shape my story in a particular structure, and be sure that these
things should happen in a sequence.
After everything was set, before going
on the floors, we also did a workshop for
almost two to three months to train and
make our lead local actors, who were

Country’s night to party sobers up
amid pandemic

from Sankhuwasabha where the film was
shot and based on, open up and be familiar with the whole process.
During the shooting, our crew, which
mostly consisted of new talents, did face
many distractions and challenges.
Working in the film also made me realise
that executing something that is written
is challenging and that as a filmmaker
you should always be precise about what
you want.

You are the first Nepali filmmaker to get
a nomination at the Busan International
Film Festival. How did you feel after scoring the nomination?
To be honest, it was an overwhelming
moment. In the process of making the
film, at one time, I had reached a stage
where I was uncertain whether the movie
would ever be made. But the passion in
me, in wanting to tell stories through the
medium of cinema, always pushed me.
There have been moments in my life
where I thought that I should probably
quit this field. But honestly, I can’t expect
myself to work in any other sector since
the passion and fuel inside me of making
and telling stories through cinema will
always exist since I think everything with
a cinematic lens.
Getting a nomination at such a prestigious film festival has made me realise
that if you work hard with honesty, peo-

DANICA KIRKA
LONDON

AP/RSS

This combination photo shows (from left) Luke Bryan, Eric Church, Luke Combs, Thomas Rhett and Carrie Underwood, nominees for entertainer of
the year at the 55th Academy of Country Music Awards.
NASHVILLE

I

n a pre-pandemic world, the
Academy of Country Music
Awards advertised itself as country music’s night to party with
gambling, after-parties and a Las
Vegas-style attitude.
This year the red carpet, crowds and
gambling are all replaced with Covid-19
tests, temperature checks and face
masks. The awards show was delayed
five months due to the pandemic and
moved to Nashville, and the tone for
Wednesday’s show airing on CBS will
be much more serious than in
years past.
“We’re celebrating but we’re not partying,” said RA Clark, longtime executive producer of the show.
The show will feature performances
by Taylor Swift, Carrie Underwood,
Keith Urban, Luke Bryan, Blake
Shelton with Gwen Stefani and many
more, but it’s being rebranded this year
as a “night of heart and hits” that will
also reflect how hard the pandemic has
hit many people this year, especially in
the music industry.
Trisha Yearwood will perform a
memorial tribute performance that will
likely include Kenny Rogers, Joe Diffie,
Charlie Daniels and John Prine, who all
died in 2020. Country singer Mickey
Guyton’s performance of ‘What Are

You Gonna Tell Her?’ will highlight
food insecurity. The ACMs will also
showcase their charity contributions to
unemployed workers in the music
industry.
Leading nominees include Dan +
Shay, Old Dominion and Maren Morris,
and all eyes will be on the entertainer
of the year category. Carrie Underwood,
who won the category in 2008 and 2009,
seems a likely frontrunner against
Eric Church, Luke Bryan, Luke Combs
and Thomas Rhett after many feel she
was overdue for an entertainer of the
year win at the other major country
awards show, the CMA Awards, last
November.
Swift, who makes her first return to
the ACM stage in seven years, was the
last female artist to win ACM entertainer of the year in 2011. Bryan, who has
also won entertainer of the year
twice, said Underwood has risen to the
qualifications.
“I certainly believe that she’s been an
entertainer of all entertainers and
brought so much grace and class and
elegance to country music,” said Bryan.
Combs, who earned his first entertainer of the year nomination this year
after winning new male artist of the
year last year, could prove to be an
upset after amassing incredible streaming numbers with his first two records
and hitting the top of Billboard’s country radio chart for nine consecutive

There’s no hiding the fact that the Nepali
film industry will be badly affected
because of the pandemic. In your opinion, what things must be improved in our
industry for it to progress?
It’s not that there is a lack of genuine
filmmakers in our industry. It’s just that
the working environment isn't favourable
for them, due to which they haven’t been
able to produce good movies.
For any artist, a good working environment where they can freely express themselves is required. This is definitely lacking here and I think there should be equal
participation of every stakeholder of the
industry to make efforts in creating an
environment where filmmakers are provided with a non-interfering and a favourable working space.
Also, upcoming filmmakers should
understand that making movies is
time-consuming and lengthy. You must
have that zeal and passion of wanting to
tell stories and make movies and be
patient enough.

UK museum in Oxford removes
shrunken heads from display

O
KRISTIN M HALL

For any filmmaker, the time, space, and
the phase they are in determines the kind
of stories they want to work with.
Personally, I am more drawn towards telling stories of conflict within the mind of
characters.
I like to work and write stories, where I
can depict the inner turmoil, the struggle
and complications of human relationships, and their internal tussles.
Likewise, for me, cinema always is a
medium through which a filmmaker
maker makes an attempt to generate emotions among the viewers. That’s why for
me, my focus is always on working stories
that can capture human emotions and
sentiments.

singles. All five entertainer of the year
nominees will open the show with a
special medley, which Combs is hoping
he doesn’t mess up alongside the other
seasoned performers.
“I don’t want to be the guy that shows
up and is like, ‘Oops! Guess that guy’s
not the entertainer of the year,’” said
Combs with a laugh.
The eligibility period for this year’s
show was calendar year 2019 and voting
ended before the pandemic hit, so the
awards being handed out this late in the
year may sound a little older than what
is currently trending in country
music.
Miranda Lambert, already the most
awarded artist in ACM history with
over 30 wins, looks to extend her fivetime win streak in the album of the
year category with her record
“Wildcard.” But the crossover success
of Maren Morris’s album “GIRL” is
also likely to appeal to voters this year.
Grammy winners Dan + Shay have a
chance to bring home an ACM award
for pop star Justin Bieber in the song of
the year category for “10,000 Hours.”
Reigning entertainer of the year
Keith Urban takes over show hosting
duties this year and the show will be
broadcast from three music venues,
including the Grand Ole Opry House,
the Ryman Auditorium and the
Bluebird Cafe.
—Associated Press

xford University’s Pitt
Rivers
Museum
has
removed its famous collection of shrunken heads
and other human remains
from display as part of a
broader effort to “decolonise’’ its collections.
The museum, known as one of the
world’s leading institutions for anthropology, ethnography and archaeology, had
faced charges of racism and cultural
insensitivity because it continued to display the items.
“Our audience research has shown that
visitors often saw the museum’s displays
of human remains as a testament to other
cultures being ‘savage’, ‘primitive’ or
‘gruesome’,’’ museum director Laura Van
Broekhoven said. “Rather than enabling
our visitors to reach a deeper understanding of each other’s ways of being, the
displays reinforced racist and stereotypical thinking that goes against the museum’s values today.’’
The decision comes at a time when the
Black Lives Matter movement has led to a
re-examination of the British Empire and
the objects carried away from conquered
lands. Oxford itself has been the site of
such protests, where demonstrators
demanded the removal of a statue of
Victorian imperialist Cecil Rhodes.
Some of the 130-year-old museum’s collection, including the human remains,
was acquired during the expansion of the

British Empire in line with a colonial
mandate to collect and classify objects
from all over the world.
The museum said it began an ethical
review of its collection in 2017. This
included discussions with the Universidad
de San Francisco in Quito, Peru, and representatives of the Shuar indigenous
community about the so-called shrunken
heads, known as tsantsa by the Shuar.
The museum ultimately decided to
remove 120 human remains, including the
tsantsas, Naga trophy heads and an
Egyptian mummy of a child.
When Pitt Rivers closed during the
Covid-19 pandemic, staff took the opportunity to make the changes. The museum
reopens September 22 with interpretive
displays explaining why the items were
removed, new labels on many artefacts
and a discussion of how historic labels
sometimes obscured understanding of
the cultures that produced them.
“A lot of people might think about the
removal of certain objects or the idea of
restitution as a loss, but what we are trying to show is that we aren’t losing anything but creating space for more expansive stories,” said Marenka ThompsonOdlum, a research associate who curated
several of the new displays. “That is at
the heart of decolonisation.”
The human remains have been moved
into storage. The museum says it plans to
reach out to descendant communities
around the world about how to care for
some 2,800 human remains that remain in
its care.
—Associated Press
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In this file photo, human remains are being taken into storage at the Pitt Rivers Museum, part of the
University of Oxford, England.
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