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Chinese stopover militarily  
significant, politically symbolic
Officially, it is a continuation of exchanges between the two armies, but insiders say Wei’s 
visit is reaffirmation of the messages an advance team from north delivered last week.

ANIL GIRI
KATHMANDU, NOV 29

He came. He met. He left.
Chinese State Councillor and 

Defence Minister Wei Fenghe on 
Sunday landed in Kathmandu for a 
day-long stopover during which he 
held a whirlwind of  meetings with 
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli, also 
the defence minister, President Bidya 
Devi Bhandari and Nepal Army Chief  
Purna Chandra Thapa before flying 
straight to Pakistan in the evening.

The major takeaway of  Wei’s visit, 
according to officials, is an under-
standing on resuming Chinese sup-
plies of  various non-lethal military 
aid to Nepal, which had been halted 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
Nepal Army said Wei also carried the 
message of  his government that it is 
positive about resumption of  training 
and student exchange programmes 
and following up on defence assis-
tance that have been impacted in the 
wake of  the pandemic.

There, however, is more to this than 
meets the eye.

The visit of  Wei, who is also a gen-
eral in the Chinese People’s Liberation 
Army, was aimed at reasserting what 
was already communicated to the 
Nepali leadership, especially Prime 
Minister Oli, also the chair of  the rul-
ing Nepal Communist Party, accord-
ing to at least two high-level sources.

The sources said that ahead of  Wei’s 
visit to Kathmandu, a three-member 
high-level Chinese team had arrived 
in Kathmandu on November 24 and 
communicated Beijing’s concerns to 
the top political leadership of  Nepal’s 
ruling and opposition parties.

Despite Beijing’s growing concerns 

vis-a-vis the rift in the Nepal 
Communist Party (NCP) and the 
Nepali Congress’ new-found rhetoric 
over land encroachment by China in 
the Humla region, Wei did not touch 
upon any political matters during his 
meeting with Prime Minister and 
Minister for Defence Oli.

“Since Beijing’s message had been 
already communicated, his arrival 
means the assertion,” said a source 
familiar with the development, who 
did not wish to be named citing the 
sensitivity of  the matter. “In diploma-
cy, it’s more symbolism, less is said.”

According to the sources, the 
Chinese advance team—two from the 

Chinese Military Commission and one 
from the International Department of  
the Chinese Communist Party—had 
met with Oli, Pushpa Kamal Dahal, 
the other chair of  the ruling party, 
Home Minister Ram Bahadur Thapa, 
Sher Bahadur Deuba, the leader of  the 
main opposition, and senior officials 
from various agencies.

The team had communicated 
China’s various political and security 
concerns, the sources told the Post.
The Chinese team had arrived just two 
days before Indian Foreign Secretary 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla landed in 
Kathmandu on a two-day visit.
 >> Continued on page 2

After election, private sector body has no 
choice but to end factionalism, and fight  
a common enemy—Covid-19 pandemic 
The faction led by incoming president Golchha loses, but he holds out an olive branch so 
that it can jointly lobby government for support to rehabilitate pandemic-hit businesses.

PRITHVI MAN SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU,  NOV 29

With the end of  the pandemic not in 
sight, these are testing times for the 
business sector the world over. It is no 
different in Nepal. 

On Sunday, Nepal’s business sector 
got a new leadership. With incumbent 
senior vice-president of  the Federation 
of  Nepalese Chambers of  Commerce 
and Industry stepping up to the presi-
dency, as per its statute, the elections 
held on Saturday had all eyes on the 
fight for the position of  the new senior 
vice-president. 

Incoming president Shekhar 
Golchha had openly opposed new-
ly-elected senior vice-president 
Chandra Prasad Dhakal. But now they 
have to work together on behalf  of  the 
business community. 

This may be easier said than done. 
“Those who contested for the top 

leadership may have made promises 
to lobby with the government in their 
interest or to give certain roles in the 
federation,” said Hemanta Dabadi, 
who had served as director general of  
the Federation for many years. 
“Therefore this struggle to accommo-
date the rival faction may invite fur-
ther bad blood within the Federation.” 

The animosity between Dhakal and 
Golchha has a history. 

A faction within the Federation, in 
which Golchha believes Dhakal was 
involved, had unsuccessfully sought to 
amend the provision that paves the 
way for senior vice-president to 
become president automatically. In 
the 2017 Federation election, Dhakal 
had contested from Golchha’s panel 
for the post of  vice-president and won.

But talking to the Post, Golchha 
said that there is no rivalry anymore. 

“During the elections, the panels 
were created but they should not exist 
after the elections are over,” Golchha 
told the Post. “Dhakal is one of  the 
most successful businesspersons and I 
hope to get full cooperation from him. 
Whatever knowledge he has will be 
beneficial for the private sector.”

While Golchha belongs to one of  
Nepal’s oldest business and industrial 
houses, Dhakal is a relative newcomer, 
a self-made man who began with a 
cargo business but now has interests 
in banking, insurance, tourism and 
hydropower, among others. Dhakal is 
also the brain behind the International 
Money Express, or IME, group that 
started in 2001. 

While the Golchhas have tradition-
ally been close to the Nepali Congress 

as they are based in Biratnagar—
the ancestral home of  the 
Koiralas who nurtured the party, 
Dhakal is considered to be close 
to the Nepal Communist Party 
(NCP) leadership.

But now, Dhakal similarly has 
made a conciliatory note. 

“There will be no more panels 
in the Federation after the elec-
tions are over,” Dhakal told the 
Post. “The newly elected leader-
ship will work to serve the inter-
est of  the entire private sector.”

The challenges for the Federation 
are huge. It needs to lobby hard with 
the government for policies that will 
revive the economy and such policies 
may be needed for years, according to 
a study by the government. 

The business community expects 
that both factions will now move for-
ward together in the interest of  the 
businesses.

“I think it is time to be united to 
pursue the interests of  the business 
community in the wake of  Covid-19,” 
said Pashupati Muraka, former presi-
dent of  the Federation, who had lob-
bied against Dhakal. “As Dhakal will 
be automatically elected president 
next term, he has no need to keep his 
faction alive. Therefore, businessmen 
from both factions will unite under 
the leadership of  Golchha.”

But observers are not sure that this 
will be easy.

“It will be difficult for any leader-
ship to remove the substance of  rival-
ry even after the elections are over, 
even if  they promise to go together,” 
said Dabadi.

The reason for Dabadi’s doubts is 
history at the Federation. 

When the two factions led by former 
vice-presidents Bhaskar Raj 
Rajkarnikar and Pradeep Jung 
Pandey contested for the post of  presi-
dent in 2014, before the current provi-
sion of  the senior vice-president was 
introduced in 2016, the feud remained 
even after the elections were over and 
Pandey won.

The Pandey faction later blamed the 
Rajkarnikar faction for the arrest and 
subsequent jail term for the new-
ly-elected Pandey in 2015.

Pandey was arrested in March 2015, 
and imprisoned for three months 
before he was released through a pres-
idential pardon, for not serving a jail 
term despite being convicted of  cor-
ruption when he was an employee at 
the Department of  Water Supply and 
Sewage in the 1980s.

After he was jailed, Pandey was 
removed from the presidency and 
Pashupati Murarka was elected presi-
dent for the remaining term. The 
Federation’s statute was subsequently 
amended following that incident of  
bad blood. 

But at present both Golchha and 
Dhakal have an enemy in the form of  
the pandemic. 

In conversation with the Post, both 
the incoming president and new-
ly-elected senior vice-president said 
that their focus would be on negotiat-
ing with the government to provide 
relief  for businesses suffering from 
the pandemic. 

Although the private sector as a 
whole has suffered badly from the 
pandemic, micro, small and medium 
enterprises and tourism industry 
have been hit worse. 

The government and the central 
bank have introduced a number of  
relief  packages, which are mostly 
related to debt relief, but the private 
sector says the support is not enough.
 >> Continued on page 2
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Women fish using traditional nets in a pond in Nepalgunj, Banke. Seasonal fishing in the country’s plains provides for some household needs. 

W I T H O U T  F E A R  O R  F A V O U R
Nepal’s largest selling English daily
Printed simultaneously in Kathmandu, Biratnagar, Bharatpur and Nepalgunj

Vol XXVIII No. 272 | 8 pages | Rs.5
Monday, November 30, 2020 | 15-08-2077

29.4  C  -2.0  C
Bhairahawa Jumla

O O

POST PHOTO: PRAKASH CHANDRA TIMILSENA

Outgoing president of the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
Bhawani Rana, newly elected senior vice-president Chandra Prasad Dhakal and incoming 
president Shekhar Golchha at the oath taking ceremony for the new office bearers on Sunday.
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Chinese Defence Minister Wei Fenghe in a meeting with Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli.
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A number of migrant workers had started appearing with fake air tickets defying the regular 
application process, officials say.
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Devotees offer prayers on the banks of Banganga river in Kapilvastu on Sunday on the eve of Kartik Shukla Purnima. Kartik Purnima, a significant full moon day in the Hindu calendar, falls on 
Monday this year.

Six people arrested in connection with  
‘honour killing’ of 17-year-old in Rautahat
The victim was living with her parents after divorcing her husband, police say.

SHIVA PURI
RAUTAHAT, NOV 29

Six people have been arrested in con-
nection to the murder of  a 17-year-old 
girl in Rautahat. Among the arrested 
are the victim’s father and mother. 

According to the police, the murder 
of  the girl is a case of  honour killing. 

Police said their investigation has 
shown that the victim’s father had 
paid some henchmen money to kill his 
17-year-old daughter in fear of  losing 
the ‘family’s honour’, as his divorced 
daughter was in a relationship with 

another man in the village. 
According to District Police Office 

Chief  SP Siddhi Bikram Shah, prelim-
inary investigation has shown that the 
family members had orchestrated a 
plan to kill the 17-year-old in order to 
save the family’s honour. 

“As per the investigation, the vic-
tim’s parents paid off  some people to 
kill their daughter,” said Shah. “They 
feared losing the family’s ‘honour’ if  
the girl eloped with her lover.” 

The victim was living with her par-
ents after divorcing her husband. She 
was allegedly married-off  to a man 

from Sarlahi last year, despite the fam-
ily knowing about her three-year-long 
relationship with another person from 
the same village. However, the girl’s 
parents did not approve of  her rela-
tionship.

The police further informed that 
the parents had paid Rs150,000 to a 
henchman to kill their daughter on 
October 25. The plan was to kill her 
while taking her to India on the pre-
text of  medical treatment. However, 
they failed to carry out the plan that 
day.

The 17-year-old’s parents then found 

another henchman from Dewahi-
Gonahi Municipality and paid him 
Rs100,000 to commit the crime on 
November 11, according to police. 

On the day of  the incident, the vic-
tim was sleeping with her mother. The 
henchmen entered the room when the 
mother was in the bathroom and shot 
the victim in the head. 

Shah further said that the arrested 
individuals have confessed to the 
crime, adding that the police are con-
tinuing their murder investigation 
after extending the custody of  the 
arrestees from the district court.

Foreign employment 
office limits per day 
quota of labour  
permits to 300
The token system would be strictly implemented to serve 
migrant workers and minimise mismanagement.

CHANDAN KUMAR MANDAL
KATHMANDU, NOV 29

Foreign Employment Office in 
Tahachal, Kathmandu, has strictly 
implemented the token system for dis-
tributing labour permits to outbound 
Nepali migrant workers from Sunday.

The Office, under the Department 
of  Foreign Employment—the govern-
ment body overseeing the overall for-
eign employment sector—has decided 
to provide 300 tokens to aspirant 
migrant workers daily to reduce the 
hassles faced by beneficiaries.

According to Chhatra Bahadur 
Shah, director at the Tahachal office, 
the token system would be strictly 
implemented to serve migrant work-
ers who visit the office for the labour 
permit and minimise mismanage-
ment which was going on in recent 
times.

“We have decided to enforce the 
token system strictly so as to make the 
whole process organised. We noticed 
that even when we fixed 150 or 200 
tokens for a particular day, around 
15-20 beneficiaries would visit the 
office at the last moment requesting 
for labour permits without acquiring 
the token,” Shah told the Post. “Now, 
we have increased the number of  
tokens to 300 but we will not be provid-
ing services to those who do not have 
tokens.”

Around 180 outbound migrant 
workers have been visiting the 
Tahachal-based office for labour per-
mits.

To receive work permits, migrant 
workers have to submit applications 
online to schedule the date and time 
with the respective labour offices in 
all the seven provinces.  

However, a large number of  appli-
cants used to miss their schedule 
while others visited the office without 
appointments, causing problems in 
service delivery, according to Shah.

“We found out that several migrant 
workers were visiting the office with-

out making appointments saying that 
they had flight to catch on the same 
night. Some of  them even produced 
fake flight tickets to receive labour 
permits by avoiding the regular pro-
cess,” said Shah. “It is also not possi-
ble to check everyone’s tickets. The 
office would urgently issue labour 
permits to those whose visas are about 
to expire even if  they had not come via 
the regular application process. So 
now the office is not going to issue any 
extra work permits beyond the 300 
tokens.”

The Tahachal office had also 
observed applicants making appoint-
ments by booking all the tokens issued 
for a day and not appearing on the 
scheduled date. 

Shah said they would visit the office 
as per their convenience hindering 
the day-to-day operation of  the office.

“With the available human resourc-
es, we still can cater to 600-700 appli-
cants in a day. We also do not send any 
applicants back if  they have already 
taken the token but those not visiting 
on their scheduled day makes the ser-
vices difficult,” said Shah.  

With the resumption of  foreign 
employment, which had remained 
closed since mid-March, migrant 
workers have started visiting labour 
offices for receiving labour permits. 
Although the Covid-19 concerns are 
still there, Nepali migrant workers 
have continued to seek jobs abroad.

Since the government started issu-
ing re-entry labour permits in June, 
around 200 workers have been receiv-
ing labour-permits every day—which 
is lower than pre-pandemic time, 
according to Shah.

“This is a prime season for Nepali 
migrant workers leaving abroad for 
jobs. Once the festive season of  
Dashain and Tihar is over, we see a 
surge in people migrating. The num-
ber goes further up after the Chhath 
festival,” said Shah. “However, the 
current trend is slow which is because 
of  the Covid-19 pandemic.”

>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“My first focus will be to negotiate 
with the government to provide relief  
for the businesses suffering from the 
pandemic,” said Golchha. 

Working in the interests of  the pri-
vate sector will aid the whole of  the 
economy, observers say.  

“The federation’s leadership can 
guide the government to introduce 
policy that helps the entire economy,” 
said Dabadi. “For this, it is necessary 
that they make policy recommenda-
tions based on the findings of  research 
rather than the interests of  different 
people at the Federation.”

This is what Golchha says he will 
do. “I will establish a think tank at the 
Federation soon.”

After election, private 
sector body has no 
choice but to ...

Chinese stopover militarily  
significant, politically symbolic
>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

During their meeting with Deuba, 
the sources said, the Chinese team 
expressed their concerns about the 
border encroachment issue in Humla, 
which the Nepali Congress has been 
fiercely raising, largely based on a 
report by Jeevan Bahadur Shahi, the 
party’s Provincial Assembly member 
in Karnali. 

The Chinese Embassy in 
Kathmandu, on November 13, had 
even written to the Nepali Congress, 
expressing its displeasure at the ways 
the issue was being raised. A few days 
before, the Global Times, the Chinese 
government’s mouthpiece, had also 
implicated the Congress party as the 
main institution behind “fabricated 
reports” on Chinese encroachment.

Confirming the visit of  the Chinese 
advance team, a ruling party leader 
told the Post that during their meet-
ings with the top leadership of  the 
ruling party, they communicated that 
China is in favour of  political stability 
in Nepal and that it wants to see con-
tinuation of  the present establish-
ment in Kathmandu. 

“The team members communicated 
Beijing’s view that it has a high-level 
understanding with the present NCP 
leadership and that it wants to see the 
continuity of  the present regime in 
Kathmandu,” said the leader familiar 
with the visit and the meetings, who 
requested anonymity because he was 
not allowed to speak to the media. 

Upon his arrival at Tribhuvan 
International Airport, where he was 
welcomed by Home Minister Thapa, 
Wei said his visit was aimed at imple-
menting bilateral agreements reached 
between China and Nepal.

“My visit is aimed at enhancing 
mutual military assistance and 
strengthening the existing ties 
between the two countries,” said Wei 
in a brief  comment to the Rastriya 
Samachar Samiti news agency. “Ties 
between China and Nepal are strong 
and I am here to take this relationship 
to new heights. I am confident about 
having a result-oriented visit.”

Though Prime Minister Oli as the 
defence minister is Wei’s counterpart, 
the Chinese official first headed to the 
Nepal Army headquarters where he 
received a guard of  honour before 
holding the delegation-level talks. 

“Bilateral discussions at the delega-
tion level were held mainly on issues 
pertaining to resumption of  training 
and student exchange programmes 
and follow up on defence assistance 
impacted due to the Covid-19 pandem-

ic,” said the Nepal Army in a state-
ment.  “Wei and the delegation viewed 
both the proposals positively and 
affirmed that bilateral cooperation 
should resume as soon as possible, 
including exchange of  high-level vis-
its. Wei also pledged to provide addi-
tional assistance to the Nepal Army in 
fighting the Covid-19 pandemic.” 

Discussions on signing of  the proto-
col for the agreements worth around 
300 million RMB (approximately Rs5.4 
billion) which were reached during 
two high-level visits last year by 
Deputy Prime Minister Ishwar 
Pokhrel, who then held the defence 
portfolio, in October, and General 
Thapa, in June, according to the Nepal 
Army. 

“Basically these supports are relat-
ed to construction and engineering 
equipment and logistics for Nepali 
peacekeepers, among others,” 
Brigadier General Santosh Ballav 

Paudyal, spokesperson for the Nepal 
Army, told the Post.

Wei is the senior most Chinese offi-
cial to arrive since Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s visit to Kathmandu in 
October last year, the first by the 
Chinese head of  state in 23 years. Wei 
is the second Chinese defence minis-
ter to visit Nepal in the last two dec-
ades, after Chang Wanquan’ trip to 
Kathmandu in May 2017.

Chang, who was the first Chinese 
defence minister to arrive in 
Kathmandu in 16 years, led a 19-mem-
ber delegation for a three-day visit. 
Chang’s visit had taken place on the 
eve of  a planned military exercise 
between the Nepal Army and the 
People’s Liberation Army, the first 
between the two countries.

Wei’s visit also comes days after a 
visit by Indian Foreign Secretary 
Shringla who concluded his two-day 
Nepal trip on Friday. Shringla’s arriv-
al in Nepal was preceded by two back-
to-back visits from the south—by the 
chiefs of  Indian Army and India’s for-

eign spy agency early this month and 
in the third week of  November, respec-
tively.

Wei’s brief  but hasty dash to Nepal, 
with a 20- member delegation, comes 
also as a reminder of  Chinese Premier 
Wen Jiabao’s half-day stopover in 2012.

After spending a little over two 
hours at the Army headquarters, Wei 
headed to Baluwatar for a meeting 
with Oli.

During the meeting, Oli reiterated 
Nepal’s commitment to one-China poli-
cy and assured Wei that Nepali land 
will never be allowed to be used against 
China, according to Rajan Bhattarai, 
Oli’s foreign relations adviser.

“The prime minister said that Nepal 
is committed to implementing the 
agreements reached during the visits 
of  President Bhandari and his to 
China as well as President Xi’s to 
Nepal,” Bhattarai told the Post. “The 
prime minister also said that Nepal 
wants to learn from China’s steadfast 
progress on socio-economic fronts 
made in such a short span of  time.”

According to Bhattarai, the prime 
minister also appreciated the way 
China managed to take the Covid-19 
pandemic under control.

Bhattarai said Wei, in response, 
appreciated Nepal’s commitment to 
one-China policy and said that  
Nepal and China share trouble-free 
relations and are ready to contribute 
to each other’s development and pros-
perity.

Apart from its interest in Nepal’s 
political matters, which is also evident 
from the Chinese embassy’s overt 
engagements with the ruling party 
leadership, Beijing has concerns 
about the sluggish implementation of  
projects under its Belt and Road 
Initiative, to which Nepal signed up 
back in 2016. Analysts in interviews 
over the past few days told the Post 
that Beijing is also keenly watching 
the geopolitical engagements in the 
region, including an understanding 
between the United States and India to 
counter China.

After about year-long frosty rela-
tions, New Delhi is already in a bid to 
effect a rapprochement with 
Kathmandu just as Beijing was expand-
ing its sphere of  influence in Nepal. 

Wei wrapped up his visit by paying 
a courtesy call on President Bidya 
Devi Bhandari in the evening.

The Nepal Army stated that it is 
confident this visit will help in further 
strengthening and expanding the cor-
dial military-to-military relations 
between the two countries.

Wei is senior most 
Chinese official to 
visit Kathmandu 
after Chinese 
President Xi Jinping.
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Letter to the Editor 

Contributions to Nepali
I am very grateful to Deepak Thapa for raising concerns about  
the fate of  Nepali studies in Euro-America, and for his kind words 
about my own work over the years (‘Nepali language at SOAS’, 
November 25). I would like to add that much of  what we achieved at 
SOAS University of  London would not have been possible without the 
contribution of  my colleague Krishna Pradhan. Pradhan taught Nepali 
at SOAS for 15 years until his own early retirement in 2019, and was 
greatly admired by the many students who learned so much from him. 
His presence at SOAS also enabled me to develop courses in Nepali lit-
erature, history and culture alongside the essential language courses. 
Sadly, none of  this will be available to future generations of  students in 
the UK. 

Michael Hutt,
Emeritus Professor of  Nepali and Himalayan Studies,
SOAS, University of  London

While diplomacy can’t be sentimental, 
essentially it should be courteous. 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla, India’s for-
eign secretary, is in Kathmandu, and it 
is indeed heart-warming how India’s 
top diplomatic envoy can speak fluent 
Nepali and understands the norms that 
safeguard India-Nepal relations. 
Shringla’s visit to Nepal follows two 
recent high-level visits from India by 
Indian Army Chief  General Manoj 
Mukund Naravane earlier this month 
and Samant Goel, chief  of  India’s 
external intelligence agency Research 
and Analysis Wing (R&AW) in the third 
week of  October. 

Without linking the visits to a com-
mon cause, the rapprochement from 
both sides should be welcomed. During 
the last three high-profile visits from 
India, Prime Minister KP Oli made 
himself  available to meet the visiting 
officials, giving the required impetus to 
the partnership. What does it suggest? 
India is keeping business as usual and 
working on the projects undertaken 
before the China-originated coronavi-
rus flattened the world, and the bound-
ary issue suddenly found extra promi-
nence. It would be too naive to say any-

thing else of  a significant nature has 
taken place in the partnership. 
Apparently, a choice makes a big differ-
ence either way. 

Resuming air services
The Oli government had completely 
misunderstood a very crucial stage in 
history and abstained from pursuing 
‘enlightened self-interest’ when China 
did everything possible to alter the 
boundaries of  its neighbours. 
Reportedly, the Tourism Ministry has 
once again proposed resuming flight 
services to India more than one and a 
half  months after its first proposal was 
rejected outright by the government 
amid soured relations with the south-
ern neighbour over a boundary dis-
pute. To keep an independent and bal-
anced worldview, the most important 
virtue to be relied on is a ‘sense of  
proportion’. 

Prithvi Narayan Shah called Nepal a 
‘yam between two boulders’ referring 
to India and China. For British India, 
Nepal was a buffer zone between China 
and India. In the present time and con-
text, by not aligning domestic policies 
with international affairs, Nepal has a 
better chance to practise a serious 
non-alignment policy. Remarkably, 
Nepal has a long history of  sovereignty 
and independent status. Even noncon-
formists will not forget that the Gorkha 
Kingdom appealed to the British 
Empire for protection from a Chinese 
attack through Tibet. The first British 
mission came to Nepal in 1793 followed 
by the next one in 1802. 

The collaboration didn’t last long, 
however, and the Anglo-Nepal War or 
Gorkha War (1814-16) was fought 
between the Gorkha Kingdom and the 
British East India Company. A British 
victory and the 1816 Sugauli Treaty 
ended the war. With the treaty, Nepal 
renounced its territorial claims on the 

Tarai, and parted with its conquests 
west of  the Kali River that reached up 
to the Sutlej River. Nepal could retain 
its independence, though it had to be 
under the supervision of  a British resi-
dent sent to look after the protectorate. 
Nepal succeeded in not letting the 
British resident be a ‘controlling agent’ 
of  the British East India Company that 
ruled its immediate neighbour India. 

In 2020, it is still worthwhile to look 
back and know well about the choices 
exercised by Nepal, and the glorious 
journey of  overcoming the challenges. 
With hindsight, a saner act would be 
self-introspection rather than blaming 
the neighbours. The neighbours are not 
the ‘boulders’, Nepal is not a ‘yam’. In 
fact, it should not be a conduit for 
‘bridge diplomacy’. As a country with 
immense possibilities and aspirations, 
Nepal should think of  a free-spirited 
move in its foreign affairs. It should 
give ‘realism’ well-deserved traction. 
However, this should not be confused as 
a new system bound to overlook the 
conventional wisdom that helps in 
knowing friends and adversaries in 
difficult times.

As a matter of  fact, Nepal can do 
without seeing India and China in com-
parison. This will be particularly help-
ful in avoiding any impending conse-
quences, especially avoiding the risk of  
turning into a ‘geostrategic hotspot’ in 
South Asia. Nepal, a modern republic, 
should strengthen its democracy and 
democratise its institutions. It should 
underline a development strategy that 
has an inclusive nature. To bring it into 
action, a participatory model should be 
followed. For managing its affairs in 
the world with new vigour and progres-
sive thinking, Nepal has to bring the 
home in order. Realising it will be a 
true diplomatic nicety. 

The visit of  the Indian foreign secre-
tary will help India’s development part-

nership assistance to Nepal. It is 
expected that with the ongoing and 
potential infrastructure projects, con-
nectivity between the two countries 
will see promising times ahead. Timing 
is particularly crucial for cooperation 
in coping with the existential challeng-
es with Covid-19. As the first vaccine is 
about to be launched in India, Nepal 
can stay assured of  all assistance from 
the southern neighbour. 

Economic cooperation
Also, it is high time that economic 
cooperation was given its due to ensure 
a post-pandemic economic rebound. 
The bilateral engagement has to be 
proactive. Long-pending matters relat-
ed to treaties and territories should get 
an official mechanism so they can be 
tabled and sorted out with a trust-based 
approach. Such matters should not stop 
Nepal’s top leadership from engaging 
with India and resuming flight opera-
tions with the required pandemic-relat-
ed caution. The policies should have 
humane consideration. The unprece-
dented crisis merits a brave counter-re-
sponse. In testing times like this, there 
is a need to work together to save  
lives and livelihoods. Nepal should 
reciprocate, and this will positively 
support millions of  people across the 
border. 

Without prefixing, the Indian envoy 
termed Nepal a ‘friend’ of  India. In 
essence, a friend for all seasons. He said 
that not in the Queen’s language, but in 
chaste Nepali. He has reset the tone for 
benign diplomacy. This is the need of  
the hour and should be taken seriously. 
In equal measure, decision-makers of  
both countries should work on it and 
clear the fog. We all should rise to the 
occasion.  

Thakur is a policy professional and 
writer based in New Delhi. 

The Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe in the 1970s 
was a product of  the Cold War stand-
off  between the liberal democratic 
West and the communist Soviet bloc. 
The body’s name accurately described 
its role. As the Soviet empire crum-
bled, the OSCE turned to nurturing 
countries’ transition to democracy, 
including by helping them run free 
and fair elections.

The world paid close attention to 
OSCE observation missions’ verdict 
on elections held in countries like 
Ukraine, Romania, and Kazakhstan. 
But few back then took much notice of  
the conduct of  presidential elections 
in the United States, the land of  the 
free.

Some might have been a bit trou-
bled by the main US parties’ wide-
spread electoral gerrymandering, 
more recent Republican efforts to sup-
press the vote in communities of  col-
our, and the relentlessly partisan 
political reporting of  some local and 
national media. Overall, however, the 
handling of  US elections gave little 
cause for concern. Voters chose presi-
dents fairly, albeit through a curious 
Electoral College system that reflected 
America’s history but sometimes 
denied victory to the winner of  the 
popular vote.

This year’s presidential election 
took place amid high political tension 

and a raging Covid-19 pandemic. But 
the OSCE’s verdict was clear: The vote 
was ‘competitive and well managed’.

Other independent foreign observ-
ers—as well as Republican state offi-
cials who organised and administered 
some of  the voting and counting—said 
the same. But there was a large orange 
fly in the ointment in the form of  
President Donald Trump. The OSCE 
denounced ‘baseless allegations of  
systematic deficiencies, notably  
by the incumbent president’, which 
‘harm public trust in democratic  
institutions’.

I guess no one should be surprised 
at Trump’s refusal to concede to 

President-elect Joe Biden, which 
delayed by weeks the start of  the tran-
sition to the new administration. 
While daily US deaths from Covid-19 
surged toward a new peak, Trump 
sulked, tweeting claims he had made 
before Election Day that he could lose 
only if  Democrats cheated.

In arguing that his loss—by about 
six million votes—must be a fraud, 
Trump is behaving just as he did when 
he was an expensively failing busi-
nessman. Every collapsed deal, every 
dispute with a bank that had foolishly 
lent him money, spawned a specious 
legal challenge. Trump could never 
admit that he had lost. Authoritarian 

states such as Russia and China have 
argued for years that core liberal-dem-
ocratic principles—including the rule 
of  law, an independent judiciary, civil 
society, freedom of  expression, and 
the separation of  powers—are hypo-
critical and hollow.

Open societies have to stand up for 
the principles their institutions 
embody. Confucius argued that lead-
ers’ moral qualities matter more than 
institutions, but history surely vindi-
cates the importance of  both. Corrupt, 
cowardly, and venal leaders often 
destroy the institutional foundations 
of  their countries’ governance  
systems.

Although Trump has done Putin’s 
and Xi’s destructive work for them, he 
could not have managed it without the 
collaboration of  other Republican 
Party leaders, especially in the Senate. 
They know how dangerous Trump’s 
post-election behaviour has been, but, 
fearing him and his most virulent 
supporters, they have given their prin-
ciples a long holiday.

Senator Lindsey Graham of  South 
Carolina, who in 2016 described 
Trump as a ‘xenophobic, race-baiting, 
religious bigot’, recently lobbied 
Republican secretaries of  state in 
Georgia and Arizona to see whether 
they might be able to disqualify any 

votes cast in Democratic areas.
The commander of  this fifth column 

is Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of  Kentucky. His primary 
concern is to hold on to his job by ensur-
ing that the Republicans retain control 
of  the Senate following two run-off  
elections in Georgia in early January. 
So, McConnell does not want to do any-
thing that may deter Trump supporters 
there from turning out to vote.

McConnell does not seem to believe 
in partnership and accommodation. 
During Barack Obama’s administra-
tion, he blocked much of  the 
Democratic president’s agenda, just 
for the sake of  blocking it. Consensus 
is an alien concept to him. 

The enablers of  all this wanton 
destruction are the media who parrot 
and broadcast Trump’s agenda. Fox 
News has been the principal Trump 
megaphone, although even it recently 
seems to have gotten cold feet about 
continuing to resemble media outlets 
in authoritarian countries. This asser-
tion of  independence—which, admit-
tedly, amounts to no more than 
acknowledging the fairness and out-
come of  the election—has naturally 
annoyed its usual star in the White 
House.

In Australia, former prime minister 
Kevin Rudd recently launched a 
record-breaking e-petition calling for 
a formal inquiry into Rupert 
Murdoch’s near-monopoly control of  
the country’s print media. It’s not 
hard to see why more than a half-mil-
lion people signed it.

Nor is it hard to see why America’s 
authoritarian rivals are probably sat-
isfied with the outcome. By undermin-
ing liberal democracy in America, 
Republican leaders and the GOP’s 
media allies are giving them a big 
helping hand.

Patten, the last British governor of  
Hong Kong and a former EU 
Commissioner for external affairs,  
is Chancellor of  the University  
of  Oxford.

—Project Syndicate

America’s fifth column
Venal leaders wreck the 
institutional foundations  
of their countries’  
governance systems.

A saner act would be  
self-introspection  
rather than blaming the 
neighbours.

CHRIS PATTEN

ATUL K THAKUR 

The envoy and diplomacyEDITORIAL

It hasn’t ended yet, the series of  exchanges of  what are now 
mockingly called ‘love letters’ between Nepal Communist Party 
co-chairs KP Oli and Pushpa Kamal Dahal. On Saturday, Oli, 
who is also the prime minister, responding to Dahal’s political 
document presented at the November 13 Secretariat meeting, 
called it a collection of  personal dissatisfaction, limitless frus-
tration and vested interest that deserved to be discarded at first 
glance. Each time, the two senior-most leaders of  the ruling 
party come up with yet another round of  accusations and coun-
ter-accusations.

In his latest document, Oli has covered a range of  issues 
including federalism, coronavirus, nationalism, socialism, 
crony capitalism, transitional justice, the Baluwatar land grab 
scam, politicians’ fancy lifestyles, and the language and tone of  
Dahal’s political document, among others. In almost each of  
the issues he raises in the document, Oli expresses his dismay 
over the co-chair’s actions and has called for ‘sacrifice’ for the 
larger good of  the party and the country while he presents 
himself  more or less as a saintly figure. By putting on record 
his dissatisfactions with Dahal’s actions within the party, Oli 
has more or less made clear his keenness to downsize the 
co-chair.

It’s a tamasha worth watching, except that it is at a huge cost 
to the lives and livelihoods of  the citizens in the middle of  the 
Covid-19 pandemic. When two elephants fight, it is the grass 
that gets trampled. Even today, the wish of  the people could be 
to see that they stay together for the sake of  the nation, as a 
possible breaking apart of  the party means yet another round 
of  political instability. But for that, the leaders must act like 
adults and begin work towards strengthening not only the 
party, but also the government. If  the in-fighting continues, 
there will soon come a time when the people would want to see 
the part break apart rather than see them fight all the time.  

The in-fighting between the two factions in the ruling Nepal 
Communist Party can’t be taken lightly as it has caused a great 
deal of  harm to the country. It is not just a random political 
party, but one that has been leading the country for the past two 
years and a half. Moreover, its bickering has a direct impact on 
the direction that the country takes. With their low-grade fac-
tionalism, the ruling party’s top leaders have turned their 
much-touted mission of  Prosperous Nepal, Happy Nepalis into 
a cuss word already. It is utterly shameful that the senior-most 
leaders of  the ruling party have spent precious time in endless 
bickering over their hold over the organisation and completely 
disregarded the concerns of  the citizens. 

SHUTTERSTOCK

Tamasha in the party                    
As top leaders of the ruling Nepal Communist Party 

cancel each other, it is the people who suffer.

PHOTO COURTESY: @MOFANEPAL/TWITTER
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MONEY

GASOLINE WATCH

FOREX

US Dollar 118.79

Euro 142.11

Pound Sterling 158.07

Japanese Yen 11.41

Chinese Yuan 18.06

Qatari Riyal 32.62

Australian Dollar 87.73

Malaysian Ringit 29.19

Saudi Arab Riyal 31.67

Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank

BULLION
PRICE PER TOLA

SOURCE: FENEGOSIDA

Fine Gold Rs 90,700

Silver Rs 1,150

Nepse
1,968.27pts 

3.96%

NBB MEGA MLBL PRVU GBBL KBL
9.88% 9.88% 9.87% 9.85% 9.84% 9.78%

CCBL GRDBL NIB SRBL MBL MNBBL
10% 10% 10% 9.92% 9.91% 9.89%

HIGHEST GAINERS

UNHPL UMHL NMBMF AIL MSMBS JOSHI
-2.38% -2.43% -2.66% -2.85% -2.92% -3.12%

GILB PPCL SFMF MPFL AKJCL BBC
-3.16% -3.29% -3.79% -4.02% -6.25% -10%

HIGHEST LOSERS

MODERATE LOSERS

MODERATE GAINERS

Shares

As pandemic continues,  
frozen food sales boom

KRISHANA PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, NOV 29

Sales of  frozen foods skyrocketed 
after the lockdown as housebound val-
ley residents went for items that could 
be stored for long periods, and now 
they seem to have become hooked on 
them, said traders.

According to retailers, sales of  fro-
zen foods like meat and fish swelled by 
more than 40 percent after the govern-
ment issued stay-home orders in 
March to contain the spread of  coro-
navirus infections.

Sabindra Byanjankar, sales manag-
er at Bhat Bhateni Super Market, said 
that demand for frozen foods has 
soared compared to pre-lockdown 
days. “Frozen food sales have doubled 
in recent months, and during week-
ends and festivals, sales rise three-
fold,” Byanjankar told the Post.

The major reason for the increase 
in demand for frozen food is that peo-
ple now prefer to cook special dishes 
at home instead of  going out to restau-
rants and hotels, he said. “With the 
winter season upon us, demand for 
frozen momos and meat items has 
risen compared to before.” Chet 
Narayan Poudel, chief  operating 
officer at SalesBerry, said the con-
sumption of  frozen foods increased by 
35-40 percent after the coronavirus. 

“As the markets were closed during 
the lockdown, people’s options were 
limited and they started buying frozen 
food items for reasons of  quality and 
hygiene,” he said.

After people purchased frozen 
foods, they liked them so much they 
wanted to have them more often,  
he said. Sales of  frozen foods also 
jumped sharply during Dashain this 
year, he added.

Frozen food manufacturers and sup-
pliers said that demand from their 
biggest customers, the restaurants, 
had declined steeply while retail sales 
rose by 15 to 20 percent after the virus.

Frozen French fries and varieties of  
potato fries, sweet corn, momo, fish, 
prawn and other seafood, and meat 
items are popular among customers, 
said retailers.

Raj Kumar Ghimire, owner of  
Pacific Frozen Food, supplier and 
manufacturer, said that demand from 
restaurants had been increasing 
steadily until the lockdown forced 
them to close. “But frozen foods are 
becoming very popular among retail 
buyers,” Ghimire said.

Instead of  going shopping daily for 
fresh vegetables and meats with the 
pandemic raging relentlessly, people 
thought it wiser to stock up on refrig-
erated foods and avoid crowded mar-
ketplaces, merchants said.

Also, keeping food frozen for a long 
time kills germs, so it’s hygienic and 
that has increased the popularity of  
frozen food products, he said. 
Ghimire’s company makes frozen food 
items such as vegetables and meats.
Sujan Pradhan, owner of  Saathi ko 
Pasal, says he has been supplying fro-
zen food products to hotels, restau-
rants and supermarkets. Orders from 
hotels and restaurants have gone 
down, but supermarkets are ordering 
more, he said.

Pradhan opened his shop at 
Jhochhen three years ago. He said that 
there was good demand for frozen 
foods before Covid-19, but after the 
pandemic, sales took off  with people 
fearing to go to vegetable markets and 
cold stores.

With restaurants and hotels closed, 
people started ordering frozen foods 
like French fries, momos and sausages 
besides vegetables and meat items. 
Retail consumption surged after the 
pandemic. Imported frozen foods cost 
more than local products, he said.

Demand for frozen foods used to 
increase during festivals like Dashain 
and Tihar; but after Covid-19, there 
has been a sales boom, Pradhan said. 
Daily sales now come to around 
Rs25,000 while the turnover was 
around Rs15,000 before the pandemic, 
he added.

People thought it wiser to stock up on refrigerated products and avoid crowded shops.

 SHUTTERSTOCK

Frozen French fries, sweet corn, momo, prawn and other seafood, and meat items are popular among customers, retailers say.

Suited avatars and digital offices:  
Traders and bankers embrace VR

REUTERS
LONDON, NOV 29 

Once the preserve of  gamers, virtual 
reality (VR) has been seized on by the 
financial sector as a way of  enlivening 
home working for lonely traders or 
isolated executives and replicating 
real-world sales, networking or train-
ing events.

With 90 percent of  employees  
at some of  the world’s biggest finan-
cial firms now working at home  
due to a resurgence in coronavirus 
infections, more and more companies 

are experimenting with VR. 
Some practices could stick beyond 

the pandemic, particularly as home 
working becomes more widespread.

At investment manager Fidelity 
International, executives experiment-
ed with a VR auditorium, taking ques-
tions from colleagues and even walk-
ing up and down the aisles.

“Working from home has massively 
accelerated the interest in virtual/
online spaces,” said Stuart Warner, 
head of  technology at Fidelity 
International which manages $3.3 tril-
lion in assets. 

Having internally explored VR and 
augmented reality (AR) technology, 
which unlike VR is not fully immer-
sive and involves computer-generated 
elements being visible through a 
smartphone screen for example, 
Fidelity now aims to trial VR with its 
sales teams’ interactions with clients. 

“It brings it to life a bit,” Warner 
said. For London-based Ed Greig, 
chief  disruptor at Deloitte Digital, VR 
has sparked conversations with poten-
tial clients and colleagues in far-flung 
cities in office get-togethers. “The 
other day, I was finishing a VR meet-
ing with somebody and as I was walk-
ing out of  their office I bumped into a 
person who was coming in for another 
meeting and that interaction for a cou-
ple of  minutes turned into a proper 
business conversation later,” Greig 
said.VR can be useful not just for 
scheduled meetings but also for help-
ing ease feelings of  isolation and giv-
ing some workers the office buzz they 
crave and thrive in. Swiss bank UBS 
has experimented with issuing its 
London-based traders with Microsoft 
HoloLens smart glasses, which it says 
allows staff  to recreate the trading 
floor experience at home.

VR headsets allow users to see and 
interact with others in the same  
digital room, and movements, such  
as turning one’s head, correspond 
with how the person’s avatar moves in 
the space. 

Recreating the feeling of  human 
interaction is what has provided impe-
tus for the VR push. 

Executives say they are combating 

so-called Zoom fatigue—exhaustion 
brought on by a daily barrage of  video 
conferences, meetings and messaging 
via tools such as Zoom or Microsoft 
Teams, which have replaced face-to-
face interaction.

The hope is that virtual reality 
spaces will resuscitate team spirit, 
especially when bringing in new 
employees. Marc Bena, who leads the 
digital audit business unit at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers UK, said:

“In a virtual environment you can 
hear multiple people talking at the 
same time, which is different in a 
zoom meeting... when you wear these 
headsets you are transported into a 
giant room with a whiteboard  
and office furniture and you join  
your other colleagues in brainstorm-
ing ideas.”

“You can look around you and inter-
act as if  you were in an office. That 
recreates the sensation of  being 
together.”

After a virtual session he and  
colleagues had virtual drinks in 
another zone and could move from 
table to table.

“You could recreate exactly the 
same environment as if  you were in 
the cocktail parties with your avatar. 
The only downside to this is that it can 
get pretty intense after a couple of  
hours,” he said.

A PwC study in June found partici-
pants in a virtual reality workshop 
were three times more confident about 
what they had learned than those 
learning via traditional classrooms or 
even via e-learning courses.

From small businesses 
to farmers, middle India 
is driving demand
REUTERS
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI, NOV 29 

Manish Mehra, owner of  Washex 
Hospitality, an industrial laundry ser-
vice, recently flew from Delhi to 
Jodhpur, a city in north-western India, 
to win a contract to service a large, 
government-run hospital—a move 
essential to kickstarting his business.

“For a new relationship it is essen-
tial to know each other before you can 
establish the trust and confidence to 
work online and that need is higher in 
case of  government departments,” 
said Mehra, who had to stay for a week 
in a Jodhpur hotel.

Increased demand for air travel and 
hotel stays by small business owners 
like Mehra, accompanied by a  
rise in rural incomes and spending 
after two good monsoons, is helping 
the pandemic-hit Indian economy 
slowly recover.

Government data released on 
Friday showed the economy shrank 
7.5 percent in the July-September 
quarter, performing better than ana-
lysts’ expectation of  an 8.8 percent 
contraction as lockdowns were eased 
and some pent-up demand was met. In 
the April-June period, the economy 
shrank 23.9 percent.

Annual growth of  3.4 percent in 
farm sector and 0.6 percent in manu-
facturing during the September quar-
ter has raised hopes of  an early recov-
ery and some service sectors such as 
trade, hotels and transport contracted 

at a much slower pace compared with 
the April-June period.

Farmers, benefiting from a bumper 
crop, are lapping up tractors while 
demand for personal vehicles, due to a 
lack of  public transport and the need 
for safer travel options, has boosted 
sales of  cars and motorcycles.

There has also been an uptick in 
goods and services, tax collections and 
higher energy consumption.

A recovery is taking shape and it 
has been led by the manufacturing 
sector which has moved from near 
annihilation in the July quarter to 
rebound mode, said Yuvika Singhal, 
an economist at QuantEco Research.

“Until there is a stronger recovery 
in high contact service sectors,  
which make up 60 percent of  the GDP, 
agriculture and manufacturing are 
expected to carry the growth,” said 
Singhal, adding that India is still 
growing on a lower GDP base and it 
will take more than a year to recover 
lost output.

A string of  Marriot hotels in indus-
trial towns like Sriperumbudur, 
Visakhapatnam and Nasik are operat-
ing at 50 percent to 60 percent occu-
pancy with the bulk of  guests working 
with domestic manufacturing compa-
nies, said Ashish Jakhanwala, CEO of  
hospitality firm SAMHI which owns 
the properties.

Meanwhile SAMHI’s hotel in the 
tech-city of  Bengaluru, that mainly 
depends on large corporates, is filling 
only 20 percent to 30 percent of  rooms.

Fitch downgrades Sri Lanka’s sovereign credit rating
REUTERS
LONDON, NOV 29 

Fitch downgraded Sri Lanka’s sov-
ereign credit rating to “CCC” on 
Friday, warning the country’s debt 
levels were set to soar past 100 per-
cent of  GDP and that it was increas-
ingly at risk of  default.

Sri Lanka relies on tourism and 
garment exports for foreign 
exchange reserves. It’s been hit 
hard by the pandemic, which has 
undercut consumer demand and 
curtailed almost all global travel 
this year.

The CCC rating means Fitch  
considers default to be “a real pos-
sibility”, according to its ratings 
framework, as it added to Sri 

Lanka’s string of  downgrades  
this year.

“We think there are now  
increasing risks to Sri Lanka’s  
ability to meet its external debt 
repayments,” the firm’s analysts 
said in a note.

In a statement, Sri Lanka’s 

finance ministry called the down-
grade “baseless” and “based on 
uncorroborated facts” saying the 
government had acted to contain 
the economic impact of  the pan-
demic faster than many other 
emerging countries.

“We do not accept this down-
grade as it fails to recognise the 
robust policy framework of  the 
new government for addressing the 
legacy issues,” the statement said.

Sri Lanka has around $4 billion 
of  debt repayments due annually 
until 2025. Its foreign exchange 
reserves stand at just under $6 bil-
lion leaving it little room to spare.

Earlier this month, Finance 
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa pre-
sented an ambitious budget that 

aimed to more than halve the fiscal 
deficit over the medium term. But 
Fitch said it expected the country’s 
fiscal position to worsen, not 
improve, over the next few years.

It expects the government’s  
ratio of  debt to gross domestic 
product to increase to about 100 
percent in 2020 from 86.8 percent in 
2019 and to rise to around 116 per-
cent in 2024. 

Sri Lanka’s own targets see a 
reduction in debt-to-GDP to 75.5 
percent in 2025, from an estimated 
95.1 percent in 2020.

Rival ratings agency Moody’s 
downgraded Sri Lanka to an equiv-
alent level in September, noting the 
country’s debt repayments in the 
next few years.

 REUTERS

A file photo shows a visitor grabbing for a virtual book from an empty shelf as he wears  
augmented reality goggles during Gamescom, in Cologne, Germany. 

The country’s  
tourism and  
garment sectors 
have been hit hard 
by the pandemic.

 REUTERS

An airport staff member pushes trolleys at the entrance of Mumbai’s airport.

Domestic airlines resume 
Mt Everest sightseeing 
flights after eight months
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, NOV 29

The domestic airlines have announced 
resuming mountain view flights from 
next week after eight months of  clo-
sure, as economic activities have  
started to pick-up again and return  
to normal, including all tourism-relat-
ed activities. The airlines have 
launched “Buy one, get one free”  
ticket offer to entice the passengers  
to fly.

“Now, the domestic passenger move-
ment has started to pick up. Along 
with the travel demand, there has 
been a request for sightseeing activi-
ties from people as well as foreigners, 
especially residential foreigners who 
have been serving in Nepal,” said 
Sudarshan Bartaula, spokesperson for 
Yeti Airlines.

“We will be conducting the flight 
once a week [on Saturday] and 
increase the frequency based on the 
demand,” he said. Yeti Airlines has 
announced three tiers of  airfares.  
For Nepali flyers who buy a ticket 
costing Rs8,999, they will get another 
ticket free. The total flight time is 45 
minutes. 

Similarly, for Indian and residential 
foreigners, the fare is Rs13,499. They 
will also get one ticket free. The 
scheme will not be applicable to other 
tourists, said Bartaula.

Buddha Air has also announced the 
resumption of  mountain view flights 
with buy one, get one free offer. It will 
fly once a week on Saturday. “We 
expect the flight resumption, one of  
the key tourism products, will provide 
momentum to the slowed tourism 
activities to some extent,” Buddha Air 
said in a statement. 

Buddha Air has fixed the fare for 
Nepalis at Rs8,900. Under the buy one, 
get one free offer, the passenger will 
get one window seat and one non-win-
dow seat.

The mountain view flight is one of  
the major income-generating activi-
ties for domestic airlines as it  
offers passengers views of  the 
Himalayas, including the highest 
mountains on the earth, flying  
from Kathmandu. 

The flights were closed since  
the government announced the 
nationwide lockdown on March 24, 
halting all flights, except for emergen-
cy purposes. 

During the peak tourism season, 
airlines used to make at least 10 moun-
tain view flights a day.

According to an official of  Buddha 
Air, passenger occupancy in domestic 
airlines has started to pick up. On 
Sunday, Buddha Air received 5,000 
passengers, the highest number since 
the airlines resumed normal flights 
from September 21. 
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Suspected extremists kill at 
least 40 farmers in Nigeria
MAIDGURI: Suspected members of  the 
Islamic militant group Boko Haram 
killed at least 40 rice farmers and 
fishermen while they were harvest-
ing crops in Nigeria’s northern 
Borno State, officials said. The attack 
was staged Saturday in a rice field in 
Garin Kwashebe, a Borno community 
known for rice farming, on the day 
residents of  the state were casting 
votes for the first time in 13 years to 
elect local government councils, 
though many didn’t go to cast their 
ballots. The farmers were reportedly 
rounded up and summarily killed by 
armed insurgents.

Afghan officials say 34 killed  
in separate suicide bombings
GHAZNI: At least 34 people were killed 
on Sunday in two separate suicide 
bombings in Afghanistan that target-
ed a military base and a provincial 
chief, officials said. There were no 
immediate claims of  responsibility 
for the attacks, which took place as 
Afghan government representatives 
and the Taliban hold face-to-face talks 
in Qatar for the first time to end the 
country’s decades-long war. In east-
ern Ghazni province, 31 soldiers were 
killed and 24 others wounded when 
the attacker drove a military humvee 
full of  explosives onto an army com-
mando base before detonating the car 
bomb, according to an official in 
Afghanistan’s National Security 
Council, who spoke anonymously 
because he was not permitted to 
speak directly to the media.

Thai protesters challenge king’s 
military command
BANGKOK: Thai anti-government pro-
testers challenged on Sunday King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn’s personal con-
trol over some army units to con-
demn the military’s role in politics. It 
was the latest open defiance of  the 
king by protesters, who have broken 
taboos by criticising the monarchy in 
a country where it is officially 
revered under the constitution and 
laws to ban insulting it. Hundreds of  
protesters gathered to march to the 
11th Infantry Regiment, one of  two 
units that were moved under the 
king’s command in 2019. “An army 
should belong to the people, not the 
king,” Parit “Penguin” Chiwarak told 
reporters. “In a democratic system, 
the king is not responsible for direct-
ing command of  the military.” Parit 
is among several protest leaders who 
already face charges under lese 
majeste laws against insulting the 
monarchy after his speeches at previ-
ous rallies.

Award-winning photojournalist  
wounded covering Paris protest
PARIS: A press freedom group has 
denounced the “unacceptable”  
injury of  an award-winning Syrian 
photojournalist during a Paris  
protest against police brutality. 
Ameer Alhalbi, a freelance photogra-
pher who worked for Polka Magazine 
and AFP, was covering the demon-
strations over the weekend  
opposing police violence and the 
French government’s new law 
restricting sharing images of   
officers. In a widely shared photo on 
Twitter, Alhalbi’s face appears 
bruised with much of  his head  
covered in bandages. (AGENCIES)

Ethiopia says military operation in Tigray 
region is over, hunt for rebel leaders begins
REUTERS
ADDIS ABABA/NAIROBI, NOV 29 

The Ethiopian government launched 
a manhunt on Sunday for leaders of  a 
rebellious faction in the northern 
region of  Tigray after announcing 
federal troops had taken over the 
regional capital and military opera-
tions were complete.

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed gov-
ernment has been trying to quell a 
rebellion by the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF), a powerful 
ethnically-based party that dominated 
the central government from 1991 
until Abiy came to power in 2018.  

He said on Saturday evening federal 
troops had taken control of  the 
Tigrayan capital Mekelle within hours 
of  launching an offensive there, lay-
ing to rest fears of  protracted fighting 
in the city of  500,000 people.

The prime minister, who refers to 
the three-week-old conflict as an inter-
nal law and order matter and has 
rebuffed international offers of  medi-
ation, said federal police will try to 
arrest TPLF “criminals” and bring 
them to court.

However, TPLF leader Debretsion 
Gebremichael told Reuters in a text 
message on Saturday evening that 
TPLF forces would fight on, raising 
the prospect that the conflict could 
drag on. 

Thousands of  people are believed to 
have been killed and nearly 44,000 

have fled to Sudan since the fighting 
began on November 4. The conflict has 
been another test for Abiy, who took 
office two years ago and is trying to 
hold together a patchwork of  ethnic 
groups that make up Ethiopia’s 115 
million people. 

The flow of  refugees and attacks by 
the TPLF on neighbouring Eritrea 
have also threatened to destabilise the 
wider Horn of  Africa region. 

Claims from all sides are difficult to 
verify since phone and internet  
links to Tigray have been down and 
access tightly controlled since the 
fighting began.

The police late on Saturday  
issued arrest warrants for 17 more 
military officers charged with  
crimes in connection with the  
conflict that include treason and 
embezzlement of  public properties, 
state-affiliated Fana TV reported. 
They add to the 117 warrants issued 
for senior military officers it says are 

connected to TPLF since the conflict 
broke out. 

It was not clear if  any TPLF leaders 
had surrendered, their whereabouts 
or their next plans. 

“Their brutality can only add (to) 
our resolve to fight these invaders to 
the last,” the TPLF’s Debretsion  
told Reuters in a text message on 
Saturday. Asked by Reuters if  that 
meant his forces would continue fight-
ing, he replied: “Certainly. This is 
about defending our right to self  
determination.”

Debretsion said in another text mes-
sage that Tigrayan forces were with-
drawing from around Mekelle.

Regional diplomats and experts 
have warned that a rapid military 
victory might not signal the end of  the 
conflict.

The TPLF has a history of  guerrilla 
resistance. Tigray’s mountainous ter-
rain and borders with Sudan and 
Eritrea helped the TPLF during its 
long struggle against Marxist dictator 
Mengistu Haile Mariam, whom it 
eventually toppled in 1991.    

The TPLF and Eritrean forces 
fought together against Mengistu, but 
relations later soured after Eritrea 
became independent in 1993. The two 
nations fought over a border dispute 
in 1998-2000 and the TPLF sees Eritrea 
as a mortal enemy. 

Eritrea signed a peace deal with 
Abiy in 2018, and the prime minister 
won the Nobel Peace Prize last year. 

Six explosions were reported in the 
Eritrean capital, Asmara, on Saturday 
night, the US State Department said, 
although it was not immediately clear 
if  they were related to the Tigray con-
flict. The State Department post did 
not mention the cause or location of  
the explosions.

Tigrayan forces fired rockets at 
Eritrea on November 14.

Reuters was unable to reach the 
Eritrean government or Tigrayan 
forces for comment.

The TPLF, which denounces Abiy’s 
warm relations with Eritrea, has 
accused Eritrea of  sending troops to 
Tigray to join the Ethiopian govern-
ment’s fight.

It has not been possible to contact 
the Eritrean government for comment 
on this.  

The TPLF also accuses Abiy of  
wanting to centralise control at the 
expense of  Ethiopia’s 10 regions. The 
constitution grants the regions 
wide-ranging powers over matters like 
taxation and security. 

Abiy has denied he wants to central-
ise power. 

This year, Abiy postponed elections 
scheduled for August to next year 
because of  the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Calling this a power grab, the TPLF 
held its own regional elections in 
September and announced it no longer 
recognised federal authority. Abiy’s 
government declared the Tigray elec-
tion illegal.

Pennsylvania court rejects 
lawsuit challenging election
ASSOCIATED PRESS
HARRISBURG, NOV 29 

Pennsylvania’s highest court on 
Saturday night threw out a lower 
court’s order preventing the state 
from certifying dozens of  contests on 
its November 3 election ballot in the 
latest lawsuit filed by Republicans 
attempting to thwart President-elect 
Joe Biden’s victory in the battle-
ground state.

The state Supreme Court, in a unan-
imous decision, threw out the three-
day-old order, saying the underlying 
lawsuit was filed months after the 
expiration of  a time limit in 
Pennsylvania’s expansive year-old 
mail-in voting law allowing for chal-
lenges to it.

Justices also remarked on the law-
suit’s staggering demand that an 
entire election be overturned  
retroactively.

“They have failed to allege that even 
a single mail-in ballot was fraudulent-
ly cast or counted,” Justice David 
Wecht wrote in a concurring opinion.

The state’s attorney general, 
Democrat Josh Shapiro, called the 
court’s decision “another win for 
Democracy.”

President Donald Trump and his 
lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, meanwhile, 
have repeatedly and baselessly 
claimed that Democrats falsified mail-
in ballots to steal the election. Biden 
beat Trump by more than 80,000 votes 
in Pennsylvania, a state Trump had 
won in 2016.

The week-old lawsuit, led by 
Republican US Rep. Mike Kelly of  
northwestern Pennsylvania, had chal-

lenged the state’s mail-in voting law as 
unconstitutional. 

As a remedy, Kelly and the other 
Republican plaintiffs had sought to 
either throw out the 2.5 million  
mail-in ballots submitted under  
the law—most of  them by Democrats—
or to wipe out the election results  
and direct the state’s Republican-
controlled Legislature to  
pick Pennsylvania’s presidential  
electors.

In any case, that request—for  
the state’s lawmakers to pick 
Pennsylvania’s presidential electors—
flies in the face of  a nearly century-old 
state law that already grants the power 
to pick electors to the state’s popular 
vote, Wecht wrote.

While the high court’s two 
Republicans joined the five Democrats 
in opposing those remedies, they  
split from Democrats in suggesting 
that the lawsuit’s underlying claims—
that the state’s mail-in voting law 
might violate the constitution—are 
worth considering.

Commonwealth Court Judge 
Patricia McCullough, elected as a 
Republican in 2009, had issued  
the order Wednesday to halt certifica-
tion of  any remaining contests, 
including apparently contests for 
Congress. 

It did not appear to affect the presi-
dential contest since a day earlier, Gov. 
Tom Wolf, a Democrat, had certified 
Biden as the winner of  the presiden-
tial election in Pennsylvania. 

Wolf  quickly appealed McCullough’s 
decision to the state Supreme Court, 
saying there was no “conceivable  
justification” for it.

Indian farmers defiant against reform as 
Prime Minister Modi tries to calm anger
REUTERS
NEW DELHI, NOV 29    

Thousands of  Indian farmers, angry 
over reform of  the agriculture sector, 
held a third day of  protests on the 
outskirts of  the capital on Sunday, 
blocking roads into the city and defy-
ing a government appeal to move to a 
designated site.

The government on Saturday invit-
ed farmers’ union leaders for talks on 
new legislation to deregulate agricul-
ture sector but that has not calmed 
farmers’ anger over what many see 
“anti-farm laws”, and their action 
appeared to be spreading.

“We will stay put here today,” said 
Rakesh Tikait, spokesman of  the 
Bharatiya Kisan Union, one of  more 
than 30 protesting unions, as he and 
his members blocked a road on the 
eastern approaches to Delhi.

The farmers object to legislation 
introduced by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s government in 
September that would let farmers sell 
their produce anywhere, including to 
big corporate buyers like Walmart, 
not just at government-regulated 
wholesale markets where growers are 
assured of  a minimum price.

Small growers worry they will be 
left vulnerable to big business and 
could eventually lose price support for 
staples such as wheat and rice.

Modi sought to allay farmers’ con-
cerns on Sunday.

“From these reforms, farmers will 
get new rights and opportunities,” he 
said in his monthly radio address.

But one farm union leader said 

many protesters were demanding that 
the government withdraw the laws.

“The farmers’ leaders will meet 
later on Sunday to decide their 
response to the government,” he said, 
referring to the government’s call for 
talks.

The protests began with farmers 

from the northern states of  Haryana 
and Punjab on the outskirts of  New 
Delhi on Friday, when police fired tear 
gas and water cannon in a bid to dis-
perse them. 

But instead farmers from the neigh-
bouring state of  Uttar Pradesh joined 
in over the weekend, blocking roads to 

the east of  the capital. Media reported 
protests by farmers in the southern 
states of  Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala on Saturday.

Prices of  fresh produce prices at 
wholesale markets in the city began to 
tick up and commuters have faced 
travel disruption.

 AP/RSS

A Tigrayan priest who fled the conflict in Ethiopia’s Tigray region, delivers a sermon for Sunday Mass at a church, near Umm Rakouba refugee camp in Sudan on Sunday. 

Thousands are believed to have been killed and nearly 44,000 have fled since the conflict began on November 4.

Six explosions were 
reported in the 
Eritrean capital, 
Asmara, on 
Saturday night.

 REUTERS

Farmers gather at a site of a protest against the newly passed farm bills at Singhu border near Delhi, India, on Saturday. 

Serum Institute 
CEO sees 
AstraZeneca’s  
Covid-19 vaccine as 
‘very good’ candidate
REUTERS
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI, NOV 29     

Serum Institute of  India, the world’s 
largest vaccine producer, sees 
AstraZeneca Plc’s Covid-19 vaccine 
candidate as a “very good” option, 
giving it a major vote of  confidence 
after some experts raised questions 
around its trial data.

Serum Institute of  India (SII), 
which has partnered with the British 
drugmaker to conduct trials on its 
COVISHIELD vaccine in India and 
produce the vaccine candidate if  it 
secures approval, plans to apply for an 
emergency use licence for the vaccine 
in the next two weeks, said SII’s Chief  
Executive Adar Poonawalla.

“This vaccine is a very good one,” 
said Poonawalla, via a virtual press 
briefing following Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to 
SII’s campus on Saturday.

“What we found with COVISHIELD 
in its global trial is there were zero 
hospitalisations, which means even if  
you do get infected you’re not going to 
have a severe attack and secondly even 
those who got the disease were not 
infecting others,” he said.

Poonawalla’s comments come as a 
boost to AstraZeneca after some scien-
tists raised doubts about the robust-
ness of  results showing the shot was 
90 percent effective in a sub-group of  
trial participants who, by error ini-
tially, received a half  dose followed by 
a full dose.    

He also noted that the AstraZeneca 
vaccine, along with the vaccine from 
Novavax - the US vaccine developer 
that SII has also partnered with - 
offered a significant edge over the 
vaccine candidates of  certain rivals, 
which need to be stored at much lower 
temperatures.

“Both our vaccine candidates can 
be stored in 2 Celsius to 8 Celsius and 
India has lot of  storage and infra-
structure for that temperature range. 
It has slightly less storage capacity for 
-20 C and almost nothing for -70 C,” 
said Poonawalla. US vaccine develop-
ers Moderna and Pfizer recently 
announced strong efficacy results on 
their respective vaccine candidates, 
but both of  their vaccines need to be 
stored at very low temperatures that 
would present challenges for many 
developing economies. 

Moderna has said its vaccine  
can be stored at normal fridge temper-
atures of  2 to 8 degrees Celsius for 30 
days and it can be stored for up to 6 
months at -20C. Pfizer’s experimental 
vaccine must be stored at -70C over 
longer durations.

 REUTERS

Serum Institute of India plans to apply for 
an emergency use licence for the vaccine in 
the next two weeks.
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New Zealand down West 
Indies, bag Twenty20 series
WELLINGTON: Glenn Phillips smashed 
the fastest Twenty20 international 
hundred for New Zealand to help the 
hosts to a 72-run win against West 
Indies on Sunday and an unassailable 
2-0 lead in the three-match series. The 
middle-order batsman hit eight sixes 
and 10 fours in his 108 off  51 balls as 
the hosts, who won the opening T20 
by five wickets, posted a massive 238 
for three in their 20 overs after put in 
to bat first at Mount Maunganui. 
West Indies kept losing wickets at 
regular intervals in their chase and 
could only reach 166 for nine. Colin 
Munro had taken 47 balls to reach his 
century against West Indies at the 
same ground in 2018 for New 
Zealand’s fastest hundred in the 
shortest format of  the game, but 
Phillips bettered the mark. None of  
the West Indies bowlers could make 
an impact, with fast bowler Keemo 
Paul returning the worst figures 
among them, conceding 64 off  his 
four overs.

 

Ronaldo-less Juventus held  
1-1 by Benevento in Serie A
BENEVENTO: Serie A titleholders 
Juventus were held to a 1-1 draw 
away to promoted side Benevento on 
Saturday, their fifth draw in nine 
league games this season, after rest-
ing their talismanic forward 
Cristiano Ronaldo. Alvaro Morata 
gave Juventus a 21st-minute lead but 
was sent off  as tempers flared at the 
end of  a niggly second half. Gaetano 
Letizia rifled in Benevento’s equaliser 
in first-half  stoppage time. 
Elsewhere, Inter Milan scored twice 
in the first 15 minutes on their way to 
a convincing 3-0 win at previously 
unbeaten Sassuolo.

 

Bayern Munich beat  
Stuttgart to top Bundesliga
STUTTGART: Bayern Munich came 
from a goal down to beat VfB 
Stuttgart 3-1 on Saturday and stay top 
of  the Bundesliga. The hosts went in 
front in the 20th minute after Tanguy 
Coulibaly beat keeper Manuel Neuer 
to the ball to score. Bayern’s Kingsley 
Coman punished the home side, hit-
ting them on the break to level in the 
38th minute. Robert Lewandowski 
drilled in his 12th league goal of  the 
season on the stroke of  halftime from 
a Coman assist to turn the game 
around. It was not until Douglas 
Costa’s low shot in the 87th made it 
3-1 that the Bavarians were able to 
breathe more easily. Bayern are on 22 
points with RB Leipzig second on 20 
after beating Arminia Bielefeld 2-1. 
Borussia Dortmund dropped to third 
on 18 after suffering a shock 2-1  
home loss to Cologne. Elsewhere, 
Borussia Moenchengladbach regis-
tered an impressive 4-1 victory over 
Schalke.    (AGENCIES)

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

CROSSWORD

HOROSCOPE

SUDOKU

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19) ***
Your mantra, should you choose to repeat it, is 
“Yesterday never happened. Today will be won-
derful.” Keep it up until you absolutely believe 
it. Those arguments that happened are not worth 
ruining today. Forgive, forget, and move on.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18) *****

It’s not exactly that you’re aiming to aggravate 
everyone you cross paths with, especially the 
ones you love. You just can’t hold back your feel-
ings. If  someone asks for your opinion, why 
bother trying to pretend that you can hold back?

PISCES (February 19-March 20) ****
Self-control has never been high on your list of  
the qualities you admire in yourself. It’s more 
like on the “qualities I wish I had” list. So don’t 
beat yourself  up if  you’re not exactly the soul of  
willpower when it comes to money right now. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) ***
You’ve never been good at taking orders, espe-
cially if  they’re delivered by a higher-up. Under 
those circumstances, you’ll go out of  your way 
to do exactly what you’ve been told not to do, 
and you’ll go about it with gleeful irreverence. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) ***

A partner or a dear old friend, someone you either 
share your deepest thoughts or your checkbook 
with, could make you a rather odd yet extremely 
wonderful offer, the kind you absolutely couldn’t 
refuse even if  you wanted to, which you don’t. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) *****

As the song says, you’re in the mood for love 
simply because they’re near you. You won’t set-
tle for just any old candlelit-dinner-type thing, 
though. You’re in the mood for a whole lot more. 
You want it all!

CANCER (June 22-July 22) ****
If  you can manage to get through today, which 
will be very interesting, you can get through 
anything. Whether it’s an authority figure, part-
ner, good friend, you’ll be gracious, smile, and 
do whatever they ask with no complaints. 

VIRGO (August 23-September 22) ***
Your routine is about to be seriously disrupted, 
but just this once you won’t be too upset about it. 
It’s going to be for a good reason. Perhaps it’s 
your partner or a good friend or your boss asking 
the favour, whoever it is really needs your help. 

LIBRA (September 23-October 22) ***
Don’t even try to hide your feelings from the ones 
you love and who love you. The mood you’re in is 
the one that inspired that ancient phrase about 
wearing your heart on your sleeve. Basically, if  it’s 
on your mind, it will be quite obvious to one and all. 

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21) ****

You could still be a little irritated about past 
events, but it really is time just to let go and 
forget it. Do yourself  and anyone you live with a 
favor and move on. Holding grudges only hurts 
you. It doesn’t do a thing to the other person.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21) ***
In your opinion, life is meant to be a series of  
extended vacations, which certainly explains why 
you move so much, so easily, and with such aban-
don. It’s not that you’re irresponsible, exactly. It’s 
that you don’t want to miss seeing anything.

13th South Asian Games expenses 
unveiled, but nearly after one year
SPORTS BUREAU
KATHMANDU, NOV 29

The National Sports Council (NSC) on 
Sunday unveiled the details of  the Rs 
3.06 billion spent to organise the 13th 
South Asian Games (SAG), nearly a 
year after the sub-continental sport-
ing event was held in December, 2019.

Of  the total expenses, the NSC said 
Rs 1.75 billion was spent on infrastruc-
ture while Rs 1.31 billion went to the 
holding of  sports events from the state 
coffers, according to the financial 
report released on Sunday. However, 
Rs 2.86 billion was the total amount 
spent over the past years on infra-
structure development.

NSC Member Secretary Ramesh 
Kumar Silwal, who had promised to 
make public the transaction details of  
SAG within three months of  the com-
pletion of  the Games held from 
December 1 to 10, shared the details of  
incomes and expenses only after more 
than 11 months.

“It took really longer than what I 
expected to collect and prepare the 
financial report of  the mega event,” 
said Silwal, who was hailed for suc-
cessfully organising the multi-disci-
plinary sports event six months after 
his appointment at the council, apolo-
gising for the delay.  

“It took a long time to collect the 
expenditure details of  the event held 
at three different locations of  the 
country. We were able to collect all 
details by mid-November only. The 
lockdown imposed by the government 
to curb the spread of  the coronavirus 
also contributed to the delay,” said 
Silwal at a press conference on Sunday.

The event, which featured 26 disci-
plines, was organised in Kathmandu, 
Pokhara and Janakpur. Altogether 
3,652 athletes had participated in the 
events that saw competition among 
seven member associations of  the 
SAARC region.

While the government had allocated 
a budget of  Rs 3.65 billion for the 
organising part, Rs 1.93 billion was 
frozen, prompting Silwal to make a 
claim that the NSC saved almost Rs 2.4 
billion of  the taxpayers’ money. The 
budget does not include the cash 
reward given to medalists of  the 

Games by the government.  
“Rather than going for the public 

spending procedure due to the short 
time available, we resorted to direct 
contact for buying the required kits. 
So we were able to save the cost. 
Besides, we also reduced the budget 
for the opening and closing ceremo-
nies while the Home Ministry took 
over the responsibility of  security 
without us having to spend on it,” said 
Silwal.

The Ministry of  Youth and Sports 
had formed a taskforce to prepare an 
estimated budget for the Games in 

June last year and the Pitambar 
Timalsina-led committee had pro-
posed a budget of  Rs 5.265 billion for 
work execution. But the government 
had allocated only Rs 3.65 billion.

It was the third time that Nepal 
hosted the games after hosting the 
first edition in 1984 and the eighth in 
1999. Nepal had wrapped up the event 
with a record haul of  51 gold, 60 silver 
and 96 bronze medals to finish second 
in the medal standings. India once 
again dominated the final medal count 
with a total of  312 medals, including 
174 gold.

Rs 1.75 billion was spent on infrastructure while Rs 1.31 billion went to the holding of matches during the Games.

Smith ton guides 
Australia to series win 
REUTERS
SYDNEY, NOV 29

Steve Smith was at his imperious best 
as he scored a second successive 
62-ball century to drive Australia to  
a 51-run victory over India at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground on Sunday, 
sealing the one-day series 2-0 with a 
match to spare.

The clash, almost a carbon copy of  
Australia’s 66-run win in Friday’s 
match, was soured for the home fans 
by an injury to David Warner which 
may rule him out of  the Test  
series around the new year. Warner 
had scored a bright 83 in an opening 
partnership of  142 with his  
skipper Aaron Finch (60) as Australia 
pile on 389-4 .

Four overs into India’s reply Warner 
injured his adductor while fielding 
and had to be helped off  the field. His 
team mates wrapped up the match 
comfortably enough despite a fine 
innings of  89 from Virat Kohli and a 72 
from wicketkeeper KL Rahul as India 
limped to 338-9. “

India’s openers were dismissed in 
successive overs with only 60 runs on 
the board before skipper Kohli took 
charge and put together partnerships 
of  93 with Shreyas Iyer (38) and 72 
with Rahul. Once the skipper depart-
ed to a flying catch by Moises 
Henriques off  Josh Hazlewood, Rahul 
took up the mantle to keep alive Indian 
hopes that they might just pull off  
their biggest ever successful run chase 
in one-dayers. 

Earlier, the day had belonged to the 
Australian top order, who once again 
showed their skills in the face of  some 
lacklustre bowling. Smith needed only 
64 balls for his 104 before falling to 
all-rounder Hardik Pandya. Glenn 
Maxwell’s belligerent unbeaten 63 
from 29 balls and a stroke-filled 70 
from Marnus Labuschagne helped 
Australia build on the strong platform 
and finish with a flourish.

Man City crush Burnley as Everton lose again
REUTERS
MANCHESTER, NOV 29

Riyad Mahrez scored a hat-trick in 
Manchester City’s 5-0 crushing of  
Burnley in the Premier League on 
Saturday, while Carlo Ancelotti’s 
Everton suffered their fourth defeat in 
five games after a Raphinha goal gave 
Leeds United a 1-0 win at the Goodison 
Park. West Bromwich Albion celebrat-
ed their first win of  the season as they 
beat bottom team Sheffield United 1-0 
to move out of  the bottom three after 
Conor Gallagher scored his maiden 
Premier League goal.

Manchester City had a goal ruled 
out by VAR but will have barely cared 
given they had already taken a 5-0 lead 
by the time Gabriel Jesus’s effort was 
overturned. It was the fourth straight 

5-0 win for City against Burnley at the 
Etihad and Sean Dyche’s side were 
fortunate to leave with that scoreline.

Slack defending from the Clarets 
allowed Mahrez to score twice early in 
the game — both times with his trade-
mark move in from the flank followed 
by a left-foot shot into the far corner. 
Benjamin Mendy headed in the third 
goal before the break and Ferran 
Torres added the fourth before Mahrez 
completed his hat-trick with a header.

City had managed just 10 goals in 
eight games before Saturday’s rout 
and manager Pep Guardiola was 
relieved. “We have to score, that’s why 
they are here and play up front. The 
most important thing now is we have 
almost 21 players fit,” he said.

Brazilian winger Raphinha scored 
his first goal for Leeds in another 

game which saw goals disallowed. 
Everton’s James Rodriguez and 
Richarlison had the ball in the net but 
both efforts were ruled out for offside, 
and Leeds striker Patrick Bamford 
suffered a similar fate.

Raphinha appeared to be looking 
for a pass but he checked back, driving 
the ball between the legs of  defender 
Ben Godfrey and in at the foot of  the 
far post in the 79th minute. The two 
teams managed 38 goal attempts. 
“This is a more difficult period,” said 
Ancelotti, “In a difficult period you 
can see how players react — see their 
personality and character. I still have 
confidence. We need consistency.”

In the late game, Gallagher netted 
13th-minute winner for West Brom as 
Sheffield United missed a string of  
chances in an action-packed match.

Real lose, Atletico win 
sixth straight league match
ASSOCIATED PRESS
MADRID, NOV 29

As Diego Simeone keeps celebrating 
Atletico Madrid victories, Zinedine 
Zidane continues to look for answers 
to Real Madrid’s struggles. Atlético 
defeated Valencia 1-0 for a sixth win in 
a row in La Liga on Saturday, while 
Madrid lost to Alaves 2-1 at home for 
their third straight setback, dropping 
six points behind the city rival and 
having played one extra game.

“I don’t have an explanation,” 
Zidane said. “We haven’t been consist-
ent. We need to change this dynamic.”

Lucas Perez scored in the first half  

and Joselu in the second after a blun-
der by goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois 
for mid-table Alaves. Casemiro scored 
their lone goal in the 86th.

Madrid also lost Eden Hazard 
because of  an apparent injury in the 
first half, the latest injury woe for the 
Belgium forward who was making 
only his fifth start this season. 

Atletico Madrid defeated Valencia 
with an own-goal by Valencia defender 
Toni Lato in the 79th minute. Victory 
extended their winning streak to six 
matches in the Spanish league. 
Atletico are yet to trail in league and 
remain the only unbeaten team. They 
haven’t lost in 25 league matches.

POST PHOTO: HEMANTA SHRESTHA 

National Sports Council Member Secretary Ramesh Kumar Silwal (centre) makes public the transactions of the South Asian Games on Sunday.

LEO (July 23-August 22) ***

Today would be a good day to be by yourself  if  you 
can swing it. People could be a bit testy and tempers 
could flare. No sense getting into an unnecessary 
argument that everyone will just regret tomorrow, 
right? Play it safe and do your own thing. 
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Dasanayaka rides his motorbike which doubles up as a mobile library in a village in Kegalle district, about 85 kilometres northeast of Sri Lanka’s capital, Colombo. (Right) Children look to borrow books from his mobile library.
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Books by bike: Sri Lankan man 
runs mobile library for kids

BHARATHA MALLAWARACHI 
COLOMBO

D

uring his leisure 
time, Mahinda 
Dasanayaka packs 
his motorbike with 
books and rides his 
mobile library—

across mostly muddy roads run-
ning through tea-growing moun-
tain areas—to underprivileged 
children in backward rural parts 
of  Sri Lanka.

Having witnessed the hardships 
faced by children whose villages 
have no library facilities, 
Dasanayaka was looking for ways 
to help them.

Then he got the idea for his 
library on wheels.

He started his program, called 
“Book and Me,” three years ago, 
and it has become very popular 
among the children. “There are 
some kids who hadn’t seen even a 
children’s storybook until I went 
to their villages,” he said.

Dasanayaka, 32, works as a child 
protection officer for the govern-

ment. On his off  days—mostly dur-
ing weekends—he rides his motor-
bike, which is fixed with a steel box 
to hold books, to rural villages and 
distributes the reading material to 
children free of  charge.

“The children are very keen and 
enthusiastic, they are eagerly 
waiting for me—always looking 
for new books,” Dasanayaka said 
by phone.

His program is mainly centred 
in Kegalle, a mountainous region 
of  the Indian Ocean island nation 
about 85 kilometres (52 miles) 
northeast of  Sri Lanka’s capital, 
Colombo, with poor villages scat-
tered among tea plantations. He 
visits the villages once or twice a 
week to distribute the books.

His collection includes about 
3,000 books on a variety of  subjects. 
“Boys mostly like to read detective 
stories such as Sherlock Holmes, 
while girls prefer to read youth 
novels and biographies,” he said.

So far, he said, his program has 
benefited more than 1,500 chil-
dren, as well as about 150 adults.

He began the program in 2017 

with 150 books—some of  his own 
and others donated by friends,  
colleagues and well-wishers. He 
bought a second-hand Honda 
motorbike for 30,000 Sri Lankan 
rupees ($162). He then fixed a steel 
box on the bike’s pillion seat.

“I wanted to do something for 
children who are burdened with 
an exam-centred education. ... And 
to change the way kids look at 
society, to change their perspec-
tives and broaden their imagina-
tion,” he said.

Apart from giving away books, 
Dasanayaka also speaks to the 
children for a few minutes, usual-
ly under a roadside tree, highlight-
ing the value of  reading, books 
and authors. He then conducts a 
discussion on books the children 

have read, with the aim of  eventu-
ally forming reading clubs.

His program has spread to more 
than 20 villages in Kegalle. He also 
has expanded it to some villages  
in Sri Lanka’s former civil war 
zone in the northern region, more 
than 340 kilometres (211 miles) 
from his home.

The long civil war ended in 2009 
when government troops defeated 
Tamil rebels who were fighting to 
create a separate state for their 
ethnic minority in the north.

Dasanayaka, who is from  
the ethnic majority Sinhalese, 
believes books can build a “bridge 
between two ethnic groups.”

“Books can be used for the bet-
terment of  society and promote 
ethnic reconciliation—because no 

one can get angry with books.” he 
said. He also has established mini 
libraries at intersections in some 
of  the villages he visits, giving 
children and adults a place to 
share books. These involve install-
ing a small steel box that can be 
opened from one side onto a wall 
or on a stand. So far, he has built 
four such facilities and aims to set 
up 20 in different villages.

While Dasanayaka spends his 
own money on his program, he is 
not wealthy, with a take-home 
income of  20,000 rupees ($108) a 
month from his job. He said he 
spends about a quarter of  that on 
gasoline for his mobile library.

He lives with his wife, who is 
also a government worker, and 
their two children.

“I live a simple life,” he said. 
“No big hopes, and I am not chas-
ing after material values such as 
big houses and cars.”

Nuwan Liyanage, senior deputy 
general manager of  local radio 
station Neth FM, called 
Dasanayaka “a hero of  our time.” 
The station has been helping 

Dasanayaka collect books.
“He has set a real example for 

society,” Liyanage said. “With 
very little resources, he has done 
remarkable things, and his project 
has opened the eyes of  many oth-
ers to do similar things.”

Mohomed Haris Shihara, 48,  
a nursery school teacher in the 
village of  Kannantota, about 20 
kilometres (12 miles) from 
Dasanayaka’s home, praised the 
program, saying it has benefited 
about 100 children in her village.

“This is a great thing and it has 
helped to develop an interest 
among the kids to read books,” she 
said. “Also, the follow-up discus-
sions on books have widened the 
children’s knowledge.”

Dasanayaka said he does not 
seek any monetary benefit from 
his program.

“My only happiness is to see 
that children read books, and I 
would be delighted to hear the 
kids say that books helped them to 
change their lives,” he said. “And 
that’s my ultimate happiness.”

— Associated Press

Mahinda Dasanayaka, 32, works as a child protection officer for the government. On his off days 
he rides his motorbike to rural villages and distributes reading material to children for free.

Dasanayaka says his programme has 
benefited more than 1,500 children so 
far, as well as about 150 adults.

Pubs to stay shut in many areas  
in new English virus curbs

JILL LAWLESS 
LONDON

M

ost people in 
England will contin-
ue to face tight 
restrictions on 
socialising and busi-
ness after a nation-

wide lockdown ends on December 2, 
with pubs and restaurants ordered to 
remain shut in areas that are home to 
more than 20 million people.

The government announced details 
on Thursday of  three-level regional 
measures that will take effect from 
Wednesday. Only three remote and 
island areas with a total population of  
700,000 are in the lowest tier, where 
pubs and restaurants can open almost 
as normal and members of  different 
households can meet up indoors.

More than half  of  England’s 56 mil-
lion people, including London’s 8.6 
million residents, are in the middle 
level, where most shops, restaurants 
and leisure businesses can open—
with some restrictions—and audienc-
es can return in limited numbers to 
theatres and sports stadiums.

Another 23 million people in a huge 
chunk of  central and northern 
England, including the large cities of  
Birmingham and Manchester, along 

with the large southeastern county of  
Kent, will be placed in the top tier, 
where pubs and restaurants can only 
serve takeout and delivery, and leisure 
venues such as cinemas and bowling 
alleys must stay closed. Shops, gyms, 
hairdressers and beauty parlors will 
be able to open across the country, 
however.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said 
“tough measures” would be needed 
until spring, when it’s hoped a combi-
nation of  vaccines and mass testing 
can help life return to normal.

“If  we ease off  now we risk losing 
control over this virus all over again, 
casting aside our hard-won gains and 
forcing us back into a New Year 
national lockdown, with all the dam-
age that would mean,” he said at a 
news conference.

The government imposed a four-
week lockdown in England early this 
month to curb an autumn surge in coro-
navirus cases, with travel restricted and 
nonessential businesses closed. The 
government’s statistics office says the 
infection rate appears to have levelled 
off, but Health Secretary Matt Hancock 
said “we must remain vigilant.”

The measures must be approved by 
Parliament, which is due to vote next 
week. Johnson faces opposition from 
some of  his own Conservative Party 

lawmakers, who say the economic 
damage from the measures outweighs 
the public health gains. 

Operators of  pubs and theatres 
were among those warning that they 
can’t make money under conditions 
imposed in tier 2, where alcohol can 
only be served with meals and enter-
tainment venues are restricted to half  
capacity.

“There has got to be a real danger 
that if  these restrictions aren’t lifted 
very, very soon now there will be a lot of  
businesses that simply won’t reopen,” 
said Conservative legislator Graham 
Brady, who said he planned to vote 
against the “authoritarian” measures. 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
have their own set of  restrictions.

The new measures will be reviewed 
December 16 and lifted for five days 
over Christmas across the whole UK 
During the festive period travel 
restrictions will be paused and up to 
three households will be able to form a 
“Christmas bubble” for socializing.

Britain has had Europe’s worst 
coronavirus outbreak, with more than 
57,000 confirmed deaths. The govern-
ment hopes that a combination of  
mass testing using rapid-turnaround 
tests and vaccines will allow most 
restrictions to be lifted by spring 2021.

Hancock said a mass testing project 
in Liverpool reduced infections by 
three-quarters and allowed the city to 
be moved down from tier three to tier 
two. Three coronavirus vaccines, 
developed by Pfizer, Moderna and 
AstraZeneca, have shown promising 
results in clinical trials but have yet to 
be approved by Britain’s medicines 
regulator. In the meantime, govern-
ment scientific advisers are warning 
people to be careful when using their 
temporary freedom to meet family and 
friends at Christmas.

“Would I want someone to see their 
family? Of  course, that’s what 
Christmas is about,” England’s Chief  
Medical Officer, Chris Whitty, said.

“But would I encourage someone to 
hug and kiss their elderly relatives? 
No, I would not.”

— Associated Press

Mammoth move: Loneliest elephant 
heads to Cambodia after Cher campaign

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ISLAMABAD

F

ollowing years of  public out-
cry and campaigning by 
American pop star Cher, the 
“world’s loneliest elephant” 
embarked Sunday on a mam-
moth move from Pakistan to 

retirement in a Cambodian sanctuary.
The famed singer and Oscar-

winning actress has spent recent days 
at the Islamabad zoo to provide moral 
support to Kaavan—an overweight, 
36-year-old bull elephant—whose piti-
ful treatment at the dilapidated facili-
ty sparked an uproar from animal 
rights groups and a spirited social 
media campaign by Cher.

“My wishes have finally come true,” 
Cher said in a statement thanking her 
charity Free The Wild. 

“We have been counting down to 
this moment and dreaming of  it for so 
long and to finally see Kaavan trans-
ported out of  [the Islamabad] zoo will 
remain with us forever.”Kaavan’s case 
and the woeful conditions at the zoo 
resulted in a judge this year ordering 
all the animals to be moved.

“Thanks to Cher and also to local 
Pakistani activists, Kaavan’s fate made 
headlines around the globe and this 
contributed to the facilitation of  his 
transfer,” said Martin Bauer, a spokes-
man for Four Paws International—an 
animal welfare group that has spear-
headed the relocation effort.

Experts spent hours coaxing a 
slightly sedated Kaavan into a special-
ly constructed metal crate—at one 
point using ropes to help pull him 
in—that was to be hoisted onto a lorry 
and taken to Islamabad airport.

From there, Kaavan will be sent via 
a Russian transport jumbo jet for the 
lengthy flight to Siem Reap in north-
western Cambodia. The plane will 
stop for refuelling in New Delhi.

Cher spent several days in the 
Pakistani capital to visit Kaavan 
before the trip to a 10,000-hectare 
(25,000-acre) Cambodian wildlife sanc-
tuary, with Prime Minister Imran 
Khan personally thanking the 74-year-

old star. Cher was due to fly to 
Cambodia on Sunday to be in the 
Southeast Asian nation when the ele-
phant arrives. Officials said Kaavan 
will initially be kept in a small desig-
nated section of  the park where he can 
see other elephants.

“Sending him to a place where he 
can be with other elephants of  his 
kind ... is really the right choice,” cli-
mate change minister Malik Amin 
Aslam told AFP.

“We will be happy to see him happy 
in Cambodia and we hope he finds a 
partner very soon.”

‘Loneliest’ elephant
Dubbed by the press as the world’s 

loneliest elephant, Kaavan is the only 
Asian elephant in Pakistan—the tiny 
number of  other pachyderms at other 
zoos are African.

A team of  vets and experts from 
Four Paws have spent months working 
with Kaavan to get him ready for the 
trip to Cambodia, which has included 
training the elephant to enter the mas-
sive metal transport crate that will be 

placed in a cargo plane for the sev-
en-hour flight.

Zoo officials have in the past denied 
Kaavan was kept in substandard con-
ditions or chained, claiming instead 
the creature was pining for a new 
mate after his partner died in 2012.

But Kaavan’s behaviour—including 
signs of  distress such as continual 
head-bobbing—raised concerns of  
mental illness.

Activists also said Kaavan was not 
properly sheltered from Islamabad’s 
searing summer temperatures.

Kaavan’s mate Saheli, who also 
arrived from Sri Lanka, died in 2012.

Rights groups and conservationists 
have said that the abysmal conditions 
at the Islamabad zoo resulted in part 
from the lack of  legislation in Pakistan 
aimed at protecting animal welfare.

“There’s a lot of  improvement to be 
made,” said Rab Nawaz with the World 
Wildlife Federation in Pakistan.

“Kaavan is just one animal. There’s 
lots of  animals in Pakistan... which 
are in miserable conditions.”

AP/RSS

 A man wearing a face mask walks past Christmas trees in Covent Garden, during England’s 
second coronavirus lockdown in London. 
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The elephant Kaavan waiting to be transported to a sanctuary in Cambodia. 

Leisure venues such as cinemas and bowling alleys must stay closed. Shops, gyms,  
hairdressers and beauty parlors will be able to open across the country, however.

The pitiful state of the 36-year-old elephant Kaavan had sparked an uproar  
from animal rights groups and a spirited social media campaign by Cher.


