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Army chief’s meeting
with chief justice
stokes speculation
of political message
The meeting between Thapa and Rana comes at a time
when the nation is awaiting a verdict on House dissolution,
which could determine the country’s future course.
ANIL GIRI
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A man carrying vegetable loads on his motorcycle crosses Manahara river at Dhunche Pakha, Bhaktapur on Monday.

It’s almost spring, but tourism industry
is already staring at a dry season

Chief of the Army Staff Purna
Chandra Thapa and Chief Justice
Cholendra Shumsher Rana sent the
Kathmandu rumour mill into an overdrive on Monday by holding a meeting,
probably the first such one-on-one
between the heads of the two agencies.
General Thapa reached Rana’s
office in the Supreme Court on
Monday afternoon.
Sources said the meeting lasted for
about an hour.
Though the agenda of the meeting
has been said to be a discussion on a
piece of land, which previously
belonged to the Army, where the
Supreme Court is constructing a
building, the timing of the meeting is
significant, analysts say.
The Thapa-Rana meeting comes at a
time when the nation is awaiting a
verdict on Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli’s House dissolution move.
The month-long hearing concluded
on Friday and the Constitutional
Bench, led by Rana, is expected to pass
a verdict within this week.
A retired general described the
meeting between Army chief and
chief justice as “rare”, carrying a
political meaning.
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“The argument that the [Army]
chief went to meet the chief justice to
discuss the land issue just does not
hold water,” the former general, who
spoke on condition of anonymity, told
the Post over the phone. “If there really was an issue regarding the land, the
Ministry of Defence could have taken
it up. Why does the Army chief need
to meet the chief justice to sort such
things out.”
Oli’s December 20 House dissolution move has attracted widespread
criticism, with experts on constitutional matters calling it an out and out
unconstitutional move.
As many as 13 writs were filed at the
Supreme Court challenging the House
dissolution.
Oli’s decision led to a split in the
Nepal Communist Party. Pushpa Kamal
Dahal and Madhav Kumar Nepal have
severed ties with Oli ever since.
>> Continued on page 2

Travel trade organisations warn of street protests if officials fail to take immediate
measures to revive tourism sector which was hit the hardest by Covid-19 last year.
SANGAM PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, FEB 22

Normally at this time of the year, trekking company owner Khum Bahadur
Subedi would be busy dealing with
hundreds of clients eager to walk the
Himalayan trails.
His firm Unique Adventure
International specialises in making

arrangements for thrill seekers desiring to explore Nepal’s mountains and
revel in the stunning scenery.
This is when Nepal’s tourism season gets going, and climbers and trekkers would be thronging the iconic
Annapurna and Everest regions.
Lovers of adventure sports would
be descending on Pokhara, and sightseers would be heading for the tropical jungles of Chitwan.
The hectic tourist high season
lasts until May, bringing a flood
of revenue to bolster the national economy and create jobs.
Covid-19 had turned the past
year into a total disaster for
Nepal’s tourism industry. And
travel traders were very hopeful
that tourists would come back in
the coming year.
But Subedi is seeing another
disastrous
year
ahead.
“Surviving a year with zero

income is difficult. And after a year,
the government is still not paying
attention to the industry,” he said.
Travel trade entrepreneurs say
despite opening all tourism related
activities, they are not hopeful of
arrivals recovering to even 10 percent
of the pre-Covid-19 levels.
Many tourism workers who had
been furloughed or laid off were
expecting that the tourists would come
back, and that they would be recalled
to their jobs this year. Tourism entrepreneurs were also expecting to make
some financial recovery.
But all plans to revive the ailing
tourism industry have gone down the
drain, said Subedi, who is also the
president of the Trekking Agents
Association of Nepal.
“The government has failed to pay
heed to the problems facing the industry,” said Subedi.
>> Continued on page 2

In a first scientific bird survey, Shivapuri
Nagarjun National Park records 197 species
The figure is smaller than the 320 species recorded informally by enthusiasts in the past
but officials say after the three phases of the survey, the number could go up.
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A Hoary-throated Barwing (Sibia nipalensis) sighted inside Shivapuri Nagarjun National Park.
CHANDAN KUMAR MANDAL
KATHMANDU, FEB 22

When Hari Sharan Nepali, who is
known as the first ornithologist of
Nepal, visited the United States in
1978 he had the opportunity to meet
President Jimmy Carter. During a
brief meeting at the White House,
Carter told Nepali that he would one

day come to Nepal.
“He told me that he was busy at that
time,” said Nepali, who is known as
Kaji Dai. “He said to me, ‘Kaji, I will
meet you in Nepal.’ ”
Nearly 29 years later, Carter would
indeed meet Nepali in Nepal. The 39th
president of the United States visited
the country in 2007 to observe the
activities of his eponymous Carter

Center which was monitoring the
peace process after the former Maoist
rebels had signed a peace deal with
the government. The Carter Center
had contacted Nepali to take the former president for birding in the
Shivapuri area, north of Kathmandu.
Nepali, 91, remembers going there
with another ornithologist a day
before to collect garbage littering the
planned route.
During a short birdwatching trip,
Carter could see around 20 species of
birds, according to Nepali.
“He was happy after the trip,” said
Nepali, the country’s first self-taught
ornithologist. “It remains one of the
most cherished memories of my life
although I have taken several foreign
ambassadors birding.”
Carter may have sighted just 20 species of birds at Shivapuri Nagarjun
National Park, but bird enthusiasts in
the past have recorded 320 species
there, according to park officials.
But that record was made
informally without any scientific
basis.
In an attempt to make an official
count of the number of species, park
authorities have started a survey and
the first of such three counts that took
place earlier this month found 197
birds in the park.
>> Continued on page 2
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It’s almost spring, but tourism
industry is already staring ...

Army chief’s meeting with chief ...
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According to the Department of Immigration, only 230,085 foreign tourists visited Nepal last year, about the same number that came in 1986.
>> Continued from page 1
Fed up with the government’s
repeated assurances to assist the tourism industry, around 37 different tourism organisations on Monday
announced plans to take to the streets.
They have warned that if the government fails to address the industry’s grievances and charts out a plan
to draw tourists, they don’t have an
alternative but to protest.
Their demands include removing
the five-day mandatory quarantine for
foreigners who have negative PCR
reports taken within 72 hours before
departure, resuming the on-arrival
visa
facility
at
Kathmandu’s
Tribhuvan International Airport, cancelling the $5,000 Covid-19 insurance
coverage requirement to travel to
Nepal and opening the border with
China.
Last October, Nepal opened the
door a crack for trekkers and mountaineers, nearly seven months
after the country imposed a complete
lockdown.
In December, the government
restored all tourist visas. But on-arrival visas have been provided at
Tribhuvan International Airport only
to representatives and families of diplomatic missions, United Nations
agencies, international organisations
and non-resident Nepalis.
Travel trade entrepreneurs have
submitted several dozen recommendations to facilitate tourist movement,
but none has been implemented so far.
“We are really confused,” said
Subedi. “If the government does not
make timely intervention, we will
definitely miss March-May spring
tourist season this year too, the season
that brings high-end mountaineers
and trekkers and provides jobs to tens
of thousands of people, particularly
in the mountain region.”
Travel trade entrepreneurs are asking why the government is imposing
quarantine for foreign tourists when
tens of thousands of political demonstrators are allowed to freely march
through the streets.
Demonstrations
and
counter-demonstrations have been erupting across Nepal with the two factions
of the ruling Nepal Communist Party

engaging in shouting matches following the dissolution of Parliament by
Prime Minister Oli on December 20.
The move has raised the spectre of
political instability, the biggest bane
of the tourism industry. Just as spring
is here, a good season for the tourism
industry, the season of protests is
back too.
From hotels to airlines, and from
porters to high altitude climbing
guides, all are cautiously waiting for
the spring season, which normally
accounts for one-third of the 1.2 million annual arrivals.
The coronavirus crisis resulted in
an 80.78 percent drop in tourist inflow
in 2020, making it the worst year-onyear fall since Nepal opened to the
outside world in the 1950s.
According to the statistics of the
Department of Immigration, only
230,085 foreign tourists visited Nepal
last year, about the same number that
came in 1986. Most of them arrived
before the country slapped entry
restrictions on March 20.
The year 2021 started on a disappointing note. Nepal received less
than 9,000 foreign visitors in January.
According to a Nepal Tourism
Board survey, nearly 300,000 people
directly employed in the tourism
industry lost their jobs during the
pandemic. Among them, more than
88,000 were in restaurants, followed by
67,000 in hotels and 51,000 in the trekking and mountaineering sectors.
“Tourists are willing to come. We
have a huge number of inquiries from
them, but the process to come to Nepal
is very difficult,” said Achyut
Guragain, president of the Nepal
Association of Tour and Travel
Agents, one of the oldest tourism associations in Nepal.
Guragain said that on-arrival visas
are still restricted for foreign tourists
which means they have to go to Nepal’s
embassies and diplomatic missions
abroad to get the visas.
“There are around 37 embassies and
diplomatic missions abroad while
tourists come to Nepal from 205 countries. This shows how serious the government is about reviving the tourism
industry,” said Guragain.
Three weeks ago, Tourism Minister

Bhanu Bhakta Dhakal had said
that
Nepal
was
considering
allowing unrestricted entry to vaccinated tourists in a bid to boost the
morale of the moribund tourism
industry ahead of the upcoming
spring peak season.
There would be no quarantine and
coronavirus insurance requirements,
and all visitors would need to produce
is proof of having had the shots. Many
countries have started issuing vaccine
certificates or vaccine passports to
international travellers.
Dhakal said the ministry had also
recommended resuming issuing
on-arrival visas to all tourists at
K a t h m a n d u ’s
Tribhuvan
International Airport.
According to ministry officials,
they have tabled these proposals at
Cabinet meetings on different occasions, but with no outcome.
According to Nepal Tourism Board
officials, most of the embassies and
missions do not even pick up the
phones at their offices.
“Encouraging tourists to visit
Nepal is thus a far cry,” said a board
official who did not want to be named.
The government still bars free
independent travellers from going
trekking.
Foreign visitors have to come in a
group, and they need to have recommendations of trekking companies if
they want to walk the mountain trails,
according to board officials.
The Chinese border crossings are
still closed to foreign visitors. “There
are no flights connecting China; we
don’t know why,” said Guragain. “The
government is killing tourism.”
According to Binayak Shah,
vice-president of Hotel Association
Nepal, they have been receiving 15,000
to 20,000 Chinese tourists annually
during Chinese New Year except in
2020.
This year, Chinese New Year started
on February 12, but there were almost
zero travellers from the northern
neighbour as flights have still not
resumed, according to Shah.
“Spring is coming, and we still
don’t have any plans,” said Shah.
“As of now, advance bookings are
disappointing.”

>> Continued from page 1
The House dissolution move has
also sparked protests, with the DahalNepal faction holding a series of
demonstrations. In response, the Oli
faction too is holding its own rallies,
which look more like election campaigns, as Oli has called snap polls for
April 30 and May 10.
The Army chief ’s meeting with the
chief justice also follows Oli’s warning in Biratnagar during his faction’s
rally that there would be a strong
movement if the Supreme Court reinstated the House.
A former brigadier general said
that both the Supreme Court and the
Nepal Army are considered by the
people as independent institutions.
“The chiefs of the two independents
agencies can definitely meet for various reasons but they should be careful
about the timing as well,” the former
brigadier general told the Post. “If the
issue to discuss was land, how urgent
attention did it need? Anyways a verdict on the House dissolution is just
about to be passed. They could have
discussed the land issue, if it indeed is
an issue, after the verdict.”
During the month-long hearing on
House dissolution, advocates pleading
for the restoration of House had made
some strong arguments compared to
those defending Oli. Four of the five
members of the amicus curiae too had
argued strongly for the revival of the
House.
It’s now up to the five-member
Constitutional
Bench
to
pass
a verdict.
But Oli and leaders of his faction
have been constantly saying that the
House won’t be restored at any cost
and that elections would take place on
declared dates, with the first phase of
voting just 67 days away.
If the House is reinstated, analysts
say, Oli’s position is likely to be weaker. According to them, Oli’s warning
of an agitation at Saturday’s rally “if
the House is restored under some kind
of collusion” showed he was on the
defensive.
Oli’s move has thrown the country
into uncertainty, as there is no clarity
what political course the country
could take in both cases–if Oli’s House
dissolution is upheld by the court or if
the House is restored.
Even if the House dissolution is
approved by the court, there is no certainty that elections would take place
on declared dates as the Election
Commission is yet to resolve the Nepal
Communist Party legitimacy issue.
No one could tell what move Oli might
take if his House dissolution is overturned by the court and Parliament is
reinstalled.
Some, however, have been speculating that Oli could take yet another
drastic step like imposing a state of
emergency if his decision to dissolve
the House is overturned.
“It could just be speculation but the
recent chain of events has buttressed
it,” said the former brigadier general.
The meeting between the chiefs of
the national defence force and the
judiciary also comes just a day before
a meeting of the National Security
Council.
A secretary at the Prime Minister’s
Office confirmed the National
Security Council meeting on Tuesday.
The prime minister chairs the
National Security Council while the
ministers for defence, home, foreign
and finance as well as the chief
secretary and the Army chief are its
members.

As per constitutional provisions, in
case the government needs to mobilise
the Army, a recommendation must be
made by the National Security Council
to the President.
With Monday’s meeting, this is the
second time the Nepal Army has bungled on timing in a span of three
weeks.
The Army on February 1 rolled its
armoured vehicles along Ring Road,
in what it called part of its regular
drill, not giving two hoots about the
date it chose to do so.
Sixteen years ago on February 1,
then king Gyanedra Shah had staged a
royal-military coup to seize power.
Gyanendra ultimately had to pay a
huge price for that. He was consigned
to history as the last monarch of the
240-year-old Shah dynasty.
Coincidentally,
when
Army’s
armoured vehicles moved along Ring
Road on February 1 this year, the
Myanmar military staged a coup.
Questions were raised why the Army
chose February 1 to conduct its regular drill.
The meeting between General
Thapa and Chief Justice Rana on
Monday also came amid a wave of
misinformation lately that the army
chief had praised Oli as one of the
bravest prime ministers the country
has ever seen.
According to Nepal Fact Check, a
portal that conducts fact-checking on
viral news and posts on social media,
what was circulating on social
media platforms regarding the Army
chief ’s statement was unverified
information.
Nepal Army spokesperson Santosh
Ballave
Poudel
on
Monday
“quote-tweeted”
the
@
NepalFactCheck’s tweet and posted
the link of the full statement of the
Army chief, in a bid to clear the air
that General Thapa had not said anything regarding the prime minister.
General Thapa’s meeting with
Chief Justice Rana took place just
hours after Poudel’s tweet.
The former brigadier general told
the Post that the Army chief ’s meeting
with the chief justice at a time when
political speculations are rife does not
help the institutions and rather damages their reputation and image.
Earlier in December, Prime
Minister Oli and Chief Justice Rana’s
candid conversation, in full public
view, during the inauguration of the
new building of the Office of the
Attorney General too had drawn a lot
of attention and criticism, as the
House dissolution move was already
sub-judice at the court.
Analysts say by meeting the chief
justice on Monday, the army chief has
provided enough grounds for the people to speculate if something is indeed
cooking. It cannot be ruled out that
the Army chief met the chief justice
on behalf of Prime Minister Oli,
according to them.
“The meeting is mysterious and it’s
meaningful,” said Geja Sharma Wagle,
a commentator on political and security issues. “This meeting has come all
of a sudden. This has raised so many
questions.”
According to Wagle, the Nepal
Army suddenly seems to have been
quite active, albeit quietly, of late.
“This meeting between the Army
chief and the chief justice is quite
unusual. This is not the right time [for
the Army chief] to hold a meeting with
the chief justice who is leading a
bench that has to pass a landmark
verdict in a few days,” Wagle told the

Post. “Why would the army chief go
all the way to the Supreme Court to
meet with the chief justice just to discuss an issue that is related to a piece
of land?”
The land in question earlier
belonged to the Nepal Army and it is
situated on the southern side of the
Supreme Court, within Singha
Durbar.
It was supposed to be handed over to
the Supreme Court in 2010, when
Chhatra Man Singh Gurung was the
Army chief, after a Supreme Court’s
verdict in 2008.
The Sushil Koirala-led government
in 2014-15, through a Cabinet decision,
had formally handed over the land to
the Supreme Court. The Army had its
cavalry in that piece of land. During
Rajendra Chettri’s tenure as the Army
chief, the cavalry was shifted from
Singha Durbar to Narayanhiti Palace.
Brigadier General Poudel, the
Army spokesperson, said Chief
Justice Rana had invited General
Thapa to discuss some land-related
issues.
“Discussion focused on vacating
around nine ropanis of land for the
Supreme Court for its expansion
plan,” Poudel told the Post. “The meeting was not related to politics. The
Nepal Army is committed to the constitution and it is well aware of its
mandate.”
A court official also said that the
meeting revolved around the land
issue.
“The chief justice had invited the
Army chief to request him to vacate
the land that was previously owned by
the national defence force,” said a senior official at the Supreme Court asking not to be named. “The chief justice
wanted to discuss the matter with the
Army chief so that the issue could be
sorted out at the earliest.”
But there’s more to it than meets the
eye, according to leaders of the DahalNepal faction who allege that Oli has
been working in collusion with some
top key officials.
“Everyone must have noticed that
Oli’s tone has changed lately,” said a
leader of the Dahal-Nepal faction. “He
appeared to be on the defensive but he
was issuing veiled threats that his
politics won’t be over even if the
Parliament were restored, creating
unease among political and security
circles.”
Another leader of the Dahal-Nepal
faction refused to comment on the
meeting between the Army chief and
chief justice.
“We do not want to comment on a
meeting between the heads of the two
institutions,” said the leader. “But if
the meeting is politically motivated
and has a political message, then it is
serious.”
Subas Nembang, a senior Nepal
Communist Party leader and a close
aide to Oli, however, expressed unawareness about the meeting.
“And even if the Army chief had a
meeting with the chief justice, it was
not at the direction of the prime minister,” Nembang told the Post, asking
not to make speculations of any sort.
“Yes, the prime minister has said on
different occasions that the House
won’t be reinstated and I have full
trust in him.”
According to Nembang, that the
prime minister made a statement on
holding agitation if the House is reinstated is over-exaggerated.
“He meant to say that our struggle
as a communist party will continue,”
he said.

In a first scientific bird survey, Shivapuri ...
>> Continued from page 1
“In the past, there had not been a
record of birds through a proper survey,” said Laxman Prasad Poudyal, the
chief conservation officer at the park.
“The previous data on bird species
was based on birders’ records.”
The counting of birds went on for 11
days— three days in the Nagarjun
forest area and eight days around the
Shivapuri
area
forest
patch.
Enumerators had covered motorable
roads, walkable trails, vantage points,
rivers and streams and other areas
within the park. They not only kept a
record of bird species but also individual numbers of the sighted birds and
the number of times the individual
species were sighted.
“This is the first time that the park
authority has conducted a scientific
survey for keeping a systematic record
on bird species in the park,” Poudyal
told the Post. “We wanted to record
and update the bird species in the
park.”
Although the number of bird species recorded during this count is significantly less than the previously
‘recorded’ number, the park authority
says the number is nonetheless
impressive for the winter season.
“A one-season survey will not be
enough to ascertain total bird species
in the park. Some might have migrated elsewhere. There are also altitudinal migratory birds,” said Poudyal.
Birds are known to migrate during
winter in search of warmer climate
and given the altitude of Kathmandu
Valley, this is more so.
The park authorities have plans to
conduct two similar surveys to determine the number of bird species
inside the park. The next survey is
planned for mid-May and another in
mid-November.
Despite the relatively smaller number of species seen in this survey,
enumerators recorded some newer

bird species like spotted laughingthrush and hoary-throated barwing, according to Poudyal.
Also, two duck species were recorded in the park’s wetland areas. Never
before had duck species been seen at
Shivapuri, Poudyal said.
“But other species like cuckoos,
which come from Sri Lanka, were not
recorded this time,” he said.
The detailed report of the survey is
yet to be released and after three
rounds of the survey, a comprehensive
report on birds in the park will be
published.
“Hopefully, the final report on bird
species will match the previous
recorded number of birds,” he said.
Shivapuri Nagarjun National Park
has remained one of the most visited
protected areas of the country, even
ahead of Chitwan National Park. In
the last eight fiscal years, more than
1.3 million visitors have visited the
park.
The park— the closest one to the
Capital— is rich in biodiversity and is
of environmental significance for the
Capital as a source of clean air and
drinking water, among others.
According to Poudyal, the park welcomes around 3,000-4,000 visitors during public holidays.
Such popularity of the protected
area, which can cause disturbances,
can also result in adverse impacts to
birds living in the park and even elsewhere.
Shivapuri and Khaptad National
Park are the only two protected areas
in the mid-hill forests. Other protected
areas are either in the southern plains
or high mountains.
“Mid-hill forests are significant for
bird conservation,” said Hem Sagar
Baral, an ornithologist.
As per the latest red list updates on
birds by IUCN, 168 of the total 888 bird
species in Nepal are threatened.
Likewise, 44 globally threatened bird

species are in Nepal but four of them
have not been sighted for a long time.
As with other wildlife, human activities are a threat to them.
They face disturbances when people
collect fodder in the forests, according
to Baral.
“Besides, birds that build nests on
lower canopy are easily affected by
wildfires, whereas grazing affects the
regeneration of forests, subsequently
impacting their habitat,” said Baral.
Encroachment of wetlands and
human activities have already led to a
decline of aquatic bird numbers
across the country, a recent census of
waterbirds has shown.
“Ground rolling birds like babblers
and kalij pheasants that stay on the
grounds must be adjusting with the
disturbances. If they make nesting by
the roadside, they must be feeling disturbances,” said Poudyal.
It is not only in national parks
where abundant bird species are
found and enthusiasts go birding.
In 2008, when the former United
States president was in Nepal to
observe the first Constituent Assembly
elections, he went to the Phulchowki
forest on the southern side of
Kathmandu Valley. It was Baral who
accompanied him this time.
The bird watching, which was initially planned for one hour, went for
two and a half hours. During the birding, Carter could see nearly 40 species
of birds, Baral told the Post.
“He had good knowledge of birds
and could easily identify them,” said
Baral, then chief executive officer of
Bird Conservation Nepal. “He was so
happy with the birding experience at
Phulchowki. He told me that he really
enjoyed birding at such a beautiful
place. He unexpectedly asked me for
another birding trip the next day.
Later, Carter told me that it was one of
the best birding experiences he had
ever had.”
C M Y K
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Government crunching
numbers to make
vaccination effective
Officials likely to request WHO to delay the shipment
of vaccines under COVAX programme.
ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, FEB 22

When the government rolled out the
Covid-19 vaccination drive throughout
the country on January 27, two doses
of the vaccine was wasted at Sukraraj
Tropical and Infectious Disease
Hospital, the first to start the immunisation campaign.
As only selected health workers
called for immunisation, and all
invitees did not take the jab, immunisation workers had to discard two
doses. “We had to discard two doses of
the vaccine on the first day,” Dr Sagar
Rajbhandari, director at the hospital,
told the Post. “Then I directed my
staffers to use the jabs prudently to
avoid wastage.”
Public health experts are calling on
the government to devise proper plans
to ensure that available vaccine doses
are not wasted and people are inoculated ahead of a potential second wave
of infections already being observed
in India.
The Ministry of Health and
Population has been preparing to start
the second phase of immunisation
from March 7. “We have sufficient
doses for the second phase of immunisation,” Dr Bhim Sing Tinkari, director at the Management Division under
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Workers change the brocade of Swayambhu stupa in Kathmandu on Monday.

Initiating development projects after poll
notice is abuse of resources, analysts say

doses of the vaccine is nearing, and
we are faced with the possibility of a
second wave of infection,” Dr GD
Thakur, former director at the
Epidemiology and Disease Control
Division, told the Post.
“We should not forget that after a
consistent decline in new cases in
India, numbers have picked up in at
least four states of India again due to
new variants of the virus.”
According to Times of India, the
number of coronavirus cases in India
is surging, particularly in Punjab,
Maharashtra, Kerala, and Madhya
Pradesh.
The rise in the number of cases was
reported amidst the discovery of several new variants of Covid-19, which
is said to be more transmissible than
the prevailing variants.
The government had started the
first phase of immunisation using one
million doses of vaccine provided by
India under grant assistance. In the
first round 430,000 front-line workers,
including health workers, supporting
staff, ambulance drivers, female community health volunteers, security
personnel deployed for managing the
bodies of Covid-19 victims, people
residing in old age homes and prisoners, were on the priority list.
In a scramble to utilise the precious

Week-long plan of laying foundations of five industrial estates begins even as progress of ongoing projects is poor.
PRITHVI MAN SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU, FEB 22

It was more than 25 years ago that the process of
establishing an industrial estate in Kanchanpur district began with a budget of Rs200,000 for a feasibility study.
But on Monday that caretaker Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli, who seems to be in election hustings,
laid the foundation stone of an industrial estate in
the district.
He declared that a new development phase would
begin for Sudurpaschim Province and employment
for a large number would be generated.
Monday’s programme was part of a number of
similar ones that the Industrial District Management
Limited announced publicly on Sunday.
Four other similar events are planned. Oli will be
laying the foundation stone of the Nepal China
Friendship Industrial Park in Jhapa on February 28,
and Finance Minister Bishnu Poudel in Rupandehi
on February 5 and Industry Minister Lekharaj
Bhatta will be laying foundation stones for Naubasta
Industrial Zone in Banke on February 23 and
Mayurdhap Industrial Zone in Makawanpur on
February 26.
“These events are taking place as a part of the
weeklong foundation stone laying ceremony,” said
Naryayan Prasad Regmi, spokesperson at the
Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Supply.
These ceremonies are being organised at a time
when Prime Minister Oli has been boasting of his
government’s achievements in development fields in
every public event he participates.
As if to attract voters, he along with other ministers have been busy inaugurating development projects since elections were announced for April 30 and
May 10 with the controversial dissolution of the
House of Representatives on December 20 last year.
Although the country’s economic performance
has remained dismal and the progress in most of the
important development projects has remained poor,
Prime Minister Oli has continued to boast the
achievements of the government while blaming a
rival faction of his own party—led by Puspa Kamal
Dahal and Madhav Kumar Nepal for obstructing the
government to speed up the development works.
On the occasion of the third anniversary of the
formation of the current government,
Prime
Minister Oli mentioned many achievements in the
last three years.
Even in the mass meeting organised by his faction
of the Nepal Communist Party, he has been boasting
the achievements of the current government. In a
mass meeting organised by his faction of the party
on February 5, Oli claimed that under his leadership
the country has made massive progress and achieved
unprecedented development.
“No prior government has ever achieved such
quick development,” he declared, while mentioning
a number of development projects.
But, critics say that Oli’s assertion about achievement of the government is guided by the mobilizing

support for Oli and his faction of Nepal Communist
Party as midterm elections have been announced.
“After the elections were announced, Prime
Minister Oli has been engaged in activities such as
appointments in key constitutional and the government agencies, transferring government employees
and inaugurating the development projects that
would influence the election results,” said Lok Raj
Baral, a former professor of political science at the
Tribhuvan University. “But the opposition parties
have failed to protest such activities by the
prime minister and ministers of the caretaker
government.”
Whether the elections would be held on the scheduled dates will depend on the verdict of the Supreme
Court on the constitutionality of the dissolution of
the House of Representative which is expected later
this week.
Prime Minister Oli on Saturday warned that his
faction would start agitation if the Supreme Court
decides against house dissolution, which critics
blame the act of influencing the court’s decision.

Oli has warned of agitation
if the court decides against
dissolution of Parliament.
“Irrespective of whether elections will be held in
April and May, Oli is taking all kinds of measures
including making appointments in key posts and
using the state resources that would give advantage
to his faction of Nepal Communist Party in the
future elections,” said Baral.
Prime Minister Oli could succeed in making
appointments in key constitutional bodies including
the Commission for Investigation of Abuse of
Authority and the Election Commission itself
through the constitutional council by introducing
the ordinance.
The appointments were made in a way that the
recommended candidates should not go through parliamentary hearing, a compulsory provision as per
the constitution.
Many critics claim Oli is making noises presenting himself as the development-friendly Prime
Minister.
But speaking in Butwal on February 13, Oli criticized his critics saying that they undervalued infrastructure development taking place in the country
while criticizing the government.
But, Former Minister and Finance Secretary
Bidyadhar Mallik said that Prime Minister’s boasting of the government’s achievement does not reflect
the reality.
“Had development projects been implemented as
claimed by the prime minister, the government
would not be downsizing the budget for the current
fiscal year through the mid-term review of the
budget,” said Mallik.

On February 10, the finance ministry revised
downward its budget expenditure for this fiscal year
by nearly 9 percent citing slowed economic activities
and consequent plunge in revenues due to the Covid19 pandemic.
Finance Minister Bishnu Prasad Poudel
announced that the budget expenditure had been
trimmed to Rs1.34 trillion from the Rs1.47 trillion
announced on May 29 last year.
In the last fiscal year 2019-20 too the government
had trimmed the budget size to Rs1.38 trillion from
the Rs1.53 trillion announced on May 30 in 2019
As per the mid-term review of the current fiscal
year’s budget, expenditure in the National Pride
Projects has remained just 15 percent of the total
allocated budget as of the first half of the current
fiscal year.
Physical progress in the first half of this fiscal
remained from zero to 69 percent, according to the
mid-term review. Most of the projects have faced
time and cost overruns.
Although the mid-term review of the budget has
shown poor progress in government expenditure
and revenue collection, the prime minister claimed
that the economy was heading to the direction of
high economic growth.
“In the next fiscal year, the country will achieve
more than 10 percent economic growth,” he said.
His claims are contradictory to the World Bank’s
recent report.
In its recent report ‘Global Economic Prospect’ the
bank said that Nepal’s economic growth Nepal is
expected to record 0.6 per cent in the current fiscal
year, which is 1.5 percentage points lower than its
previous estimate.
The global lender said that Nepal’s economy is
estimated to have decelerated to just 0.2 per cent in
fiscal 2019- 20, 1.6 percentage points lower than its
June 2020 projections.
Even though the government has been blaming
the Covid-19 pandemic for poor economic growth
and despite Oli’s claims, the government’s own statistics show that the country’s economic performance had been worsening even before the pandemic hit the country in early 2020 when the government
imposed nationwide lockdown.
According to the Central Bureau of Statistics, the
first slodown began in the last quarter of fiscal 201819 when growth came down to 5.2 percent compared
to 8 percent in the same quarter the previous fiscal.
This was after current government had presented its
first budget.
The downward slide continued in the fiscal year
2019-20 with the economy growing by 5.4 percent in
the first quarter against 8.5 percent in the corresponding quarter of the 2018-19. In the second quarter of 2019-20, the economy grew by 4.2 percent
against 7 percent in the corresponding quarter of
2018-19.
“The country failed to achieve desired economic
growth despite the country getting a stable government for the first time after three decades,” said
Mallik.
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A million doses of the government-procured vaccine arrived in Kathmandu on Sunday.
the Department of Health Services,
told the Post
Of the one million doses provided
by India under grant assistance,
around 400,000 doses have been administered so far. The remaining doses are
set to expire on April 13.
Apart from this, the government
has ordered two million doses of
Covishield vaccine from the Serum
Institute of India, which produces
vaccines developed by the University
of Oxford and pharmaceutical giant
AstraZeneca. The first consignment
of a million doses arrived in
Kathmandu on Sunday and the
remaining one million is to arrive
within a week.
Unlike other regular vaccines,
which can be used within 18 months
of production, coronavirus vaccines
have to be used within six months. But
officials say that in reality, they just
have four to five months to administer
the vaccine once it lands in
Kathmandu.
Tinkari said that the Health
Ministry currently does not have any
plans to procure additional doses
unless the available doses are used. He
said that the government is likely to
request
the
World
Health
Organization’s COVAX programme to
provide vaccines to Nepal only when
it needs it.
“We are thinking of requesting the
World Health Organization to supply
COVAX jabs only when we need them.”
Authorities are expecting the World
Health Organization’s COVAX facility
to provide 2.25 million doses of
Covishield to Nepal in the first phase.
With proper plans needed to make
use of all the doses available, experts
say the officials must take decisions
carefully. “What is more worrying is
that the expiry date of the remaining

grant, the ministry then decided to
inoculate journalists in Kathmandu
Valley and those working in diplomatic missions. The number of those
immunised under the new arrangement stood at some 20,000. Employees
of financial institutions, staff at local
governments, and their elected representatives were chosen to be immunised later. Their numbers were estimated to be at 300,000.
Tinkari conceded that using the
available doses of vaccine has become
a challenge due to the slow pace of
immunisation.
“We will use the remaining doses
provided by India under grant assistance first and then only open the new
batch of vaccines we purchased,” he
added.
Experts are also saying that the government needs to step up the whole
process to include as many people as
possible. “We should use all our
strength to speed up the immunisation process,” Dr Janak Koirala, an
infectious disease expert, told the
Post. “We should not forget that we
have to immunise a large number of
people and the risk of a new wave of
infection is not over.”
Doctors, however, cautioned that
vaccine doses should not be wasted in
the name of speeding up the immunisation drive.
“Health workers should be asked to
try their best to not discard the vaccine, and immunise vulnerable people
if some doses are left after opening a
vial,” Tinkari, the director at the management division, added.
Doctors say, once a vial is opened, it
can’t be administered after six hours.
Each vial consists of 10 doses, and
health workers have to open the vial
when eight or nine people come seeking immunisation.

Melamchi project starts tunnel test
The water was channelised successfully up to 800 metres inside the tunnel.
ANISH TIWARI
SINDHUPALCHOK, FEB 22

POST PHOTO: KESHAV THAPA

Minister for Drinking Water an Sanitation Mani Chandra Thapa, along with other officials, inspect the intake area of the Melamchi
tunnel in Helambu, Sindhupalchok, on Monday.

Melamchi Water Supply Project has
started testing its tunnel by releasing
water into it.
The water was released into the main
tunnel in the intake area at Helambu
Rural Municipality-1, Sindhupalchok on
Monday. The water was channelised successfully up to 800 metres inside the tunnel linking it to Kathmandu.
Federal Minister for Drinking Water
and Sanitation Mani Chandra Thapa formally initiated the tunnel testing from a
control room of the project.
The much-hyped drinking water project had conducted a similar test in July
last year. But the test resulted in a disaster when the high-velocity water
burst open a control gate killing two
employees.
A helicopter and an ambulance were
kept on standby for Monday’s test. The

test was scheduled the Ministry of
Drinking Water and Melamchi Drinking
Water Development Board completed the
necessary technical preparations as per
the recommendations of experts.
A group of four experts had studied
the tunnel, intake structure and water
control gate and submitted a report to
the ministry and the board.
“The water has been released into the
tunnel through a temporary dam built
around 100 metres above the headworks
site. Around 170 million litres of water
will be supplied to Kathmandu once the
water is released in full swing after the
completion of the interim management,”
said Tiresh Prasad Khatri, the executive
director at the project. According to him,
work in the headworks site is in the final
stage.
According to Khatri, water is released
into the tunnel at the rate of 260 litres
per second, which is only three percent
of the tunnel’s total capacity. Technicians

estimate that it will take around 16 days
to fill the 27km long tunnel.
“The test will continue for about four
months. We will test the tunnel for two
months and once everything is working
smoothly, the remaining two months will
be spent on testing the pipelines and
other infrastructure components,” said
Khatri.
Keeping in view the possible increase
of water flow in Melamchi, Sindhu,
Gyalthum and other streams, the local
administration and the project office
have urged the local residents not to go to
the banks of the rivers and stay on high
alert for a few days.
After initiating the tunnel testing,
Minister Thapa said that the success of
the much-awaited Melamchi Water
Supply Project was linked with the
future of the country.
“The completion of the national pride
project will materialise the dream of
prosperity in the country,” said Thapa.
C M Y K
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OPINION

The economy moves on

EDITORIAL

Provincialising instability
Balloting alone can be inadequate to
gauge the aspirations of the people.
If the post-federalism slogan ‘Gaun-gaun ma Singha Durbar’
has not yet materialised in the administrative domain, the division in the ruling Nepal Communist Party has most certainly
seeped all the way to the local levels across the country. In
response to Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s Lower House dissolution on December 20, the Pushpa Kamal Dahal-Madhav
Kumar Nepal faction of the party filed no-confidence motions
against Bagmati Province Chief Minister Dormani Poudel and
Province 1 Chief Minister Sherdhan Rai on December 25 and 27
respectively.
Since then, the KP Oli faction, to which the chief minister
duo belong, has used every tactic in the book to halt discussions
and voting on the no-confidence motions, wary of the imminent danger of being voted out. The prime minister himself
has hinted time and again, in his non-stop political rallies, that
he would neither honour a court verdict invalidating his action
nor tolerate any attempts by his intra-party rivals to destabilise
his hold in the provincial governments. The unceremonious
ouster of the Province 2 chief last week is a dress rehearsal of
what Oli aims to do if he continues to be cornered.
The provincialisation of the Nepal Communist Party’s internal feud has laid bare the continuing tradition of democratic
politics as an arithmetic game rather than a means to building
a just society. Democracy loses its essence when the democratic
process gets reduced to the calculation of who holds numerical
strength rather than strengthening political culture. Indian
philosopher and economist Amartya Sen has distinguished
between democracy as public balloting and democracy as public reasoning. For Sen, the central issues in a broader understanding of democracy are political participation, dialogue
and public reasoning, leading to the realisation of the idea of
justice.
In The Idea of Justice, Sen elucidates that the effectiveness of
balloting depends on the conditions of free speech, access to
information and freedom of dissent. Balloting alone, as Sen
rightly points out, can be inadequate to gauge the aspirations
of the people as well as the strength of democracy as even dictators can exhibit a façade of democracy and achieve victories
by suppressing public discussion, curtailing the free flow of
information, and generating a climate of fear. The main concern for democracy, thus, according to Sen, is justice. And justice comes not through balloting but through public reasoning.
A classic case is the trial of the Greek philosopher Socrates,
the first major public intellectual who was accused of corrupting the youth of Athens. He was declared guilty by a simple
majority out of 500 jurors and subsequently executed. That the
first democratic city in the world would execute its most conscientious citizen through balloting exposed the fallibility of
democracy as a system of numbers.
To stop democracy from being the authoritarianism of the
numerical majority, Socrates favoured the idea of letting only
the reasonable citizens among the public to vote. In today’s age,
such an idea is as regressive as it could get. Nevertheless, what
is important is that we create conditions where democracy
serves a system of public reasoning towards justice as a goal
rather than balloting towards the fulfilment of selfish goals of
a few elected leaders. It comes through the fostering of
the ideals of reasoning, justice and ethics as part of our political culture.

SHUTTERSTOCK

The impact of the
pandemic on
the Nepali economy
is waning.
SUJEEV SHAKYA

THE OTHER
VIEW

It is very difficult for people who have
recently arrived in Nepal to comprehend how the economy functions and
how the pandemic has impacted the
economy. We find that people analysing
the Nepali economy try to put it in the
same basket as the Indian or other
South Asian economies or economies
in Africa of this size. But little analysis
is done on the relationship between
society, culture and Nepali economy.
One needs to visit the clubs in Thamel
that are packed to the hilt on weekends
and or observe the swarm of people
that come to Kathmandu or other
urban centres for political rallies.
There is surely a lot of domestic tourism spending fueled by rent money,
political party treasures and graft.
While most of the countries in the
world are reeling under the impact of
Covid-19, Nepal has not shown signs of

major impact. There is always a vulnerable group of the population, pandemic
or not, that the state does little for in
terms of welfare. While there are multiple poverty alleviation programs—
albeit lesser than a decade ago—this
segment continues to be the begging
bowl mascot for the government that
they want to do little about resolving.
Much of Nepali income is derived
out of assets, and the asset values have
not been impacted by the pandemic. We
see real estate transactions taking
place as more graft money comes out of
government spending, remittances
continue to flow and people continue to
take land and a house as an important
part of investment. The construction
industry continues to flourish as we
have always seen during times of political uncertainty, it is easier to get government, guthi and other private land
leased for construction, and approvals
for constructions come at a fairly good
pace. There are no fears of the government taking over land for projects as
the government does not have time to
do anything beyond keeping the salaries and regular expenditure flowing.
There is a lot of liquidity in the market as bank deposits swell to an amount
equalling 104 percent of the GDP. That
is Rs4 trillion in cash lying idle in the
banks that can be put to productive use
in case businesses or the government
wants to. The stock market has broken
all records in terms of prices; daily
transactions around $70 million fueled
by bank loans. If lending for stock
investment works, why would banks

bother to provide funding for small and
medium enterprises? Bank profits have
not plummeted, which means a segment that comprises the bulk of the
stock market keeps its prices up. With
trading in stock going digital and digital payments possible, more people are
joining the large number of people who
want to try their luck in the stock market. In a recent public offering, more
than 1.5 million Nepalis or nearly 15%
of the eligible population, filled the
required form! So, where is the impact
on the economy?
The only sectors that have been hit
hard are the ones directly linked with
foreign tourists: hotels frequented by
foreign tourists, trekking guides and
people who deal only with foreign tourists. Hotels in the capital that have been
dependent on local conferences, training and social functions are bouncing
back as Nepalis have not cut down on
their social spending. Nepalis have
even decided to not stay away from
social functions. People are proud of
hosting weddings, inviting a thousand
guests. As a nation identified globally
with the brave Gurkhas who fight and
die in other people’s war, fear is a little
understood concept.
We also reside in a society that loves
to not follow the rules, led by people
who take pride in pushing privileges,
breaking norms and ensuring survival
at the cost of others. This was clearly
reflected in the vaccination priority
afforded to some sectors over tourism.
Since we do not care about how history
will be written, we are pretty reckless

in our behaviour.
It is always important to understand
that Nepal does not export many goods
to the outside world, and the 37 percent
of IT services that comprise exports
have been hit least. They have rather
done better, as the world moves to digital platforms requiring more back-end
services. World trade fluctuations have
little impact on the country. Compared
to other countries where we see a stark
fall in the consumption of goods, Nepal
has not seen such a drop. The major
source of money in the system is corruption, which has increased during
the pandemic as all major reports show.
International development assistance
continues as they are aware uncertainty is the only constant in Nepali politics. In many places around the world,
we hear of people going vegetarian,
cutting down food and other consumption. In Nepal, besides the bottom 10
percent (who are in a constant state of
poverty) it is rare to hear people giving
up meat, packaged food or alcohol—or
any other thing they could do without
during the pandemic.
If there is no second wave, Nepal will
see itself back on track. Indian tourists, who may face restrictions to travel
to other parts of the world, will start
arriving in April, whether formally or
informally. Graft money will keep coming to the market to keep real estate
prices stable, and there is enough
liquidity in the system that will be consistently fueled by remittances. Nepal
is always unique when it comes to the
economy!

The Russia strategy Europe needs
The European Union should
be in no hurry either to
engage with Putin’s regime
or to force a diplomatic crisis.
MARK LEONARD

Decades after the Cold War, Russia
remains the perfect enemy, with an
unmatched ability to agitate Europe’s
political class. But the intensity of
European debates and emotions
regarding Russia masks a growing
unity that should underpin a new
approach toward President Vladimir
Putin’s regime.
In the mid-2000s, Europeans were
deeply divided regarding relations
with Russia. Germany, led by
then-Chancellor Gerhard Schröder,
wanted to engage with it, while Central
and East Europeans sought containment. On the surface, today’s debates
about Nord Stream 2, a controversial
pipeline that will deliver Russian gas
directly to Germany, and the Kremlin’s
persecution of Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny appear to be
reinforcing that old divide. But the
reality is quite different.
Europe no longer has any illusions
that Russia is on a trajectory toward
liberal democracy that could be accelerated through engagement. Also out
is the idea that states in the Kremlin’s
firing line are in trouble only because
of their own provocative behaviour.
Europeans are now mostly united
on the need to deter Russia from further foreign adventurism. They have
maintained three tough sanctions programmes without interruption following Russia’s 2014 invasion of Ukraine

and annexation of Crimea. Moreover,
many European Union member states
have been increasing their military
spending, and have agreed to NATO
measures to push back against
Russian aggression.
Notwithstanding disagreements
over Nord Stream 2, Europe is also
more united on energy policy. In the
mid-2000s, EU member states were
isolated energy islands that had to
deal with the Russian bear on their
own. Today, they are part of an integrated European energy market that
can ensure gas supplies to countries—
including Ukraine, via reverse-flow
pipes from Western Europe—that the
Kremlin cuts off. This significantly
reduces Russia’s leverage over East
European countries.
For more than a decade, the EU and
the United States have alternated
between phases of engagement and
confrontation with Russia. The recent
visit to Moscow by Josep Borrell, the
EU’s High Representative for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, was just
the latest in a long list of failed
attempts at resetting relations and
seeking deeper cooperation with
Russia, and leaves no doubt about the
Kremlin’s lack of appetite for such
efforts. But a possible steep escalation
of EU sanctions in response to the
Kremlin’s treatment of Navalny risks
giving Putin the external enemy he
needs to deflect attention from his
internal problems.
Putin has been in power for too long
and is losing his grip on Russian society. As a result, Russia is entering a
period of decline and political decay.
The country’s population is ageing,
while the real income of its middle
class is falling. Putin has failed to
diversify the economy, and global
demand for hydrocarbons is set to fall
over the next decade.
Moreover, in Navalny, Putin has his
first genuinely threatening political
opponent. Navalny is younger, better-looking, and braver than Putin. He
is not a liberal or an internationalist
and has built a communications infra-
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structure that the Kremlin is struggling to control.
But it is more the weakness of
Putin’s system that makes Navalny
dangerous. Navalny is not yet competitive with Putin in terms of popular
support, and probably never will be—
though he is surely the most visible
dissident for now.
Meanwhile, some European leaders
are calling for greater EU activism
toward Russia. ‘Engagers’ such as
French President Emmanuel Macron
have sought to restart dialogue with
the Kremlin, while ‘containers’ like

Lithuanian President Gitanas Naus da
favour tougher sanctions. But, again,
this debate conceals the extent of convergence within the EU on Russia.
Whereas China is becoming more
powerful and globally engaged, the
opposite is true of Russia. The EU
should thus be in no hurry either to
engage with Putin’s regime or to force
a diplomatic crisis. Instead, it should
deprive Putin of the one thing he
craves: political attention. So, rather
than vacillating between resets and
crackdowns, the EU should pursue an
alternative approach. Call it ‘princi-

pled indifference’ or ‘tough engagement.’
For starters, Europe must be clear
about its interests while strengthening the EU’s security. By increasing
their military, counterintelligence,
cyber, and energy capabilities, EU
member states can improve the
Union’s
standing
in
Russia.
Furthermore, the EU and the US
should agree on a joint approach
toward Russia—putting Nord Stream
2 on hold in the meantime—so that
Putin is less tempted to pit one against
the other.

A second dimension of such an
approach should be to constrain
Russia’s foreign policy. True, Western
sanctions and its own internal problems mean that Russia currently has
less money and attention to spare for
Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine, or
Armenia. But the EU should nonetheless respond forcefully to any Kremlin
provocations and aggression. In addition, member states should start
investing in military and security
partnerships with countries like
Ukraine, Moldova, and Georgia, and
decouple such initiatives from the
issue of NATO enlargement. The EU
could also engage Turkey in a dialogue on Russia and Black Sea security issues.
Improving transatlantic coordination on Russia will be key. The EU’s
unilateral outreach to the Kremlin
undermines its standing in both
Moscow and Washington, and hasn’t
paid off.
None of the above means that the
EU should avoid dialogue with Russia.
But this is best reserved for multilateral forums such as the Organisation
for Security and Cooperation in
Europe or the Arctic Council.
Discussions with Russia—whether on
climate change, vaccines, or visas—
should be technocratic, without the
diplomatic fanfare or emotion that
have characterised recent attempted
openings.
Putin does not have time on his side.
If the EU responds firmly and unemotionally to the Russian president’s
aggression, it should be able to contain his malign influence without aiding his attempts to, say, label Navalny
as a foreign agent. Paradoxically, the
best way for European leaders to nurture an appetite for constructive
engagement in the Kremlin is to seem
less desperate for it. Let Putin come to
them.
Leonard is Co-Founder and Director
of the European Council on Foreign
Relations.
— Project Syndicate
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MONEY
BIZLINE
Daraz launches ‘Haat Bazaar’
campaign
KATHMANDU: Nepal’s biggest online
marketplace, Daraz, has announced
the start of Daraz Haat Bazaar campaign from February 23, 2021. The key
highlights of the campaign are Maha
Deals, Easy Monthly Instalments at 0
percent interest, 1 Rupee Game, Free
shipping, Free vouchers, Add to cart
Win Offer as well as deals in latest
gadgets, clothes, groceries and more
than 5 lakh products, reads the press
release issued by the company. The 1
Rupee Game featured in Haat Bazaar
offers customers a solid chance to
win prizes such as a brand new
Motorola G9 play worth Rs. 19,999 at
just Re 1. The game also includes
Honor Watch Magic worth Rs15,990,
and a set of 3 Kamiliant Zaka
Softside Spinner Bags worth Rs
21,725. There are other more items
to win as well. To participate, customers can prepay Re 1 via card. The
amount will be refunded in case
customers do not win.

FOREX
US Dollar

116.32

Euro

140.96

Pound Sterling

163.12

Japanese Yen

11.01

Chinese Yuan

18.00

Qatari Riyal

31.95

Australian Dollar

91.63

Malaysian Ringit

28.77

Saudi Arab Riyal

31.01
Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank

Shares

MEGA
-5.2%

NEF
-5.02%

MBL
-4.53%

USLB
-4.14%

NCCB
-3.61%

LICN
-3.5%

MODERATE LOSERS
SRBL
-4.14%

CORBL
-4.08%

NMB50
4.81%

UMRH
5.49%

SSHL
9.63%

CGH
9.67%

KRISHANA PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, FEB 22

Food traders warned that costlier gasoline could lead to more expensive
edibles after Nepal Oil Corporation
jacked up the price of diesel twice in
one month.The state-owned oil monopoly announced that global oil prices
were headed upward, and that it would
be no wonder if gasoline reaches
Rs140 per litre in the domestic market.
Truck owners have responded by
pressing the government to increase
freight charges in line with fuel prices, raising concerns that food prices
could jump again after dropping marginally in recent weeks following constant growth since mid-October.
On January 18, Nepal Oil had raised
the price of diesel by Rs2 per litre
to Rs93.
In February, the price was raised
twice--Rs2 per litre each time on
February 10 and February 17. Diesel
now costs Rs97 per litre.
A rise in the price of fuel means
that the cost of food items will go up
accordingly, traders said. Truckers
have not increased their charges yet,
but they have proposed to make adjustments as per the rise in fuel prices,
said Sanjay Phuyal, a food wholesaler
in Kathmandu.
“There are high chances that prices
will be hiked within 10-15 days as
truckers are piling pressure on the
government,” he said. The rise in
transportation costs will eventually be
passed on to consumers, he added.
“There has been a slight increase in
prices, but it is hardly noticeable
because food costs had gone down in
recent weeks. But the price of gaso-
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With fuel prices in uncertain territory, consumer rights activists warn that traders could begin
hoarding goods to take advantage of a possible rise in prices.
line has been raised twice recently
and truckers are likely to jack up their
charges,” Phuyal said.
Consumer rights activists said that
the government should become active
to control any artificial hike in market
prices on the pretext of costlier fuel so
that they do not go up beyond reason.
“Nepal Oil Corporation has been
saying that the price might reach
Rs140 per litre considering international market trends, and that will
impact supply management, prices
and the overall market,” said Madhav
Timalsina, president of the Consumer
Rights Investigation Forum.
The government should have mechanisms to control prices, and it is
unscientific to increase the price con-

stantly on the pretext of international
price hike, he added.
“Hiking the price is always not justifiable. The corporation collects taxes
under unnecessary headings, and
they first need to examine their inability to diversify business and utilise
their existing funds,” he said.
Timalsina said that an increase in
petrol and diesel prices will ultimately
hit the price of essential food items,
and this will provide an opportunity
to unscrupulous traders to raise prices steeply and blame it on costlier fuel.
With fuel prices in uncertain
territory, consumer rights activists
warn that traders could begin hoarding goods to take advantage of a
possible rise in prices, and that the

government needs to step up strict
inspection.
According to the Nepal Retailers
Association, the price on rice has
increased by Rs50 to Rs100 per bag in
one year. Similarly, the price of lentils
has increased by 10 percent while legumes, particularly dried green beans,
have become dearer by 20 percent.
President of the association Raj
Kumar Shrestha said that the market
price of food items would not be affected immediately.
Consumers say they have not seen
any drop in prices that traders have
been talking about. “Food prices have
not fallen as fast as they have risen,”
Timalsina said.
Phuyal said that immediate effects
have not been seen in the market as
prices have decreased only slightly in
recent weeks.
The prices of rice, edible oil and
lentils have declined slightly in recent
days as demand has slowed, Shrestha
said. With fuel prices increasingly
monthly, grocery prices will certainly
be affected, insiders said. In India, the
price of petrol has hit an all-time high
of IRs100 per litre.
The rise in fuel prices will have to
be borne by consumers ultimately,
making life hard for low- and middle-income people in particular.
Nepal Rastra Bank’s six-monthly
micro economic report shows the
price of ghee and oil increased by
17.01 percent, vegetables and fruits by
16.58 percent, lentils and legumes by
11.48 percent and meat and fish by
11.48 percent during the period
mid-December to mid-January, compared to the same period in the last
fiscal year.
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Australia says no
new amendments
to Facebook, Google
as final vote nears

777s with engine that blew apart should
be grounded, Boeing recommends

REUTERS

Boeing has recommended that airlines ground all of its 777s with the
type of engine that suffered a catastrophic failure over Denver this
weekend, as US regulators ordered
United Airlines to step up inspections
of those aircraft.
United said on Sunday it is temporarily removing the aircraft from service, a day after one of its planes made
an emergency landing at Denver
International Airport because its
right engine blew apart just after takeoff. Pieces of the casing of the engine,
a Pratt & Whitney PW4000, rained
down on suburban neighbourhoods.
None of the 231 passengers or 10 crew
on board was reported hurt, and the
plane landed safely, authorities said.
US Federal Aviation Administration
Administrator Steve Dickson said in a
statement on Sunday that based on an
initial review of safety data, inspectors “concluded that the inspection
interval should be stepped up for the
hollow fan blades that are unique to
this model of engine, used solely on
Boeing 777 airplanes.”
The statement said that would likely mean some planes would be grounded—and Boeing said they should be
until the FAA sets an inspection
regime. Japan, meanwhile, also
ordered the planes out of service,
according to the financial newspaper
Nikkei, while saying that an engine
in the same family suffered trouble
in December.
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Australia will not alter legislation
that would make Facebook and
Alphabet Inc’s Google pay news outlets for content, a senior lawmaker
said on Monday, as Canberra neared a
final vote on whether to pass the bill
into law.
Australia and the tech giants
have been in a stand-off over the
legislation widely seen as setting a
global precedent.
Other countries including Canada
and Britain have already expressed
interest in taking some sort of
similar action.
Facebook has protested the laws.
Last week it blocked all news content
and several state government and
emergency department accounts, in a
jolt to the global news industry, which
has already seen its business model
upended by the titans of the technological revolution.
Talks between Australia and
Facebook over the weekend yielded no
breakthrough.
As Australia’s senate began debating the legislation, the country’s
most senior lawmaker in the upper
house said there would be no further
amendments.
“The bill as it stands ... meets the
right balance,” Simon Birmingham,
Australia’s Minister for Finance, told
Australian Broadcasting Corp Radio.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, FEB 22
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A photo shows United Airlines Flight 328 approaching Denver International Airport, after
experiencing ‘a right-engine failure’ shortly after takeoff from Denver.
Boeing said there were 69 777s with
the Pratt & Whitney 4000-112 engines
in service and another 59 in storage.
United is the only US airline with the
engine in its fleet, according to the
FAA, and it had 24 of the planes in
service. Two Japanese airlines had
another 32 in service.
“We are working with these regulators as they take actions
while these planes are on
the ground and further
inspections are conducted
by Pratt & Whitney,”
Boeing said in a statement
issued Sunday.
The engine maker said it
was sending a team to
work with investigators.
The emergency landing
this past weekend is the

latest trouble for Boeing, which saw
its 737 Max planes grounded for more
than a year after two deadly crashes in
2019. The planes began returning to
the skies late last year—a huge boost
for the aircraft maker, which lost billions during the Max grounding
because it has been unable to deliver
new planes to customers.

India to clear 45
investments from
China, likely to
include Great Wall,
SAIC, sources say
REUTERS
NEW DELHI, FEB 22

India is set to clear 45 investment proposals from China, which are likely to
include those from Great Wall Motor
and SAIC Motor Corp, government
and industry sources told Reuters, as
military tensions between the two
countries ease at the disputed border.
The proposals have been held up
since last year after India tightened
controls on Chinese investment in the
country in retaliation against alleged
Chinese troop incursions in the western Himalayan region. China blamed
Indian troops for the standoff.
About 150 investment proposals
from China worth more than $2 billion
were stuck in the pipeline. Companies
from Japan and the US routing investment through Hong Kong were also
caught in the cross-fire as an
inter-ministerial panel led by the interior ministry increased scrutiny of
such proposals.

Most of the 45
proposals set for
approvals are in
the manufacturing
sector, sources say.
A federal Home (Interior) Ministry
spokesman did not respond to a
request for comment on the proposals
to be cleared.
Two government sources who have
seen the list said most of the 45 proposals set for early approvals are in
the manufacturing sector, which is
considered non-sensitive in terms of
national security.
The sources did not elaborate but
two other government officials and
two industry sources who are privy to
the process said proposals from Great
Wall and SAIC are likely to be on the
list. Great Wall and General Motors
(GM) made a joint proposal last year
seeking consent for the Chinese automaker to purchase the US company’s
car plant in India, in a deal expected to
be valued at around $250-$300 million.
Great Wall, which plans to invest $1
billion in India over the next few
years, said earlier that establishing
operations in the country is a key part
of its global strategy. It had planned to
start selling cars in India from this
year, and was also mulling bringing in
electric vehicles.
Great Wall said it continues to seek
relevant approvals and investment
clearances.
A GM spokesman added: “We continue to seek all relevant approvals to
support the transaction.”
SAIC, which started selling cars in
India in 2019 under its British brand
MG Motor, has invested around $400
million of the nearly $650 million it
has committed to India and would
need approval to bring more investment. SAIC’s India unit did not
respond to an email seeking comment.

Chinese loans to Latin America plunge
ASSOCIATED PRESS
MIAMI, FEB 22

It seemed like a match made in
finance heaven.
In 2010, China, its economy roaring and state companies looking to
expand globally, set its eyes on
Latin America, a region starved of
capital but rich in natural resources the Asian giant lacked. The
result: a record $35 billion in stateto-state loans that year.
Fast forward a decade and the
once-torrid relationship is starting
to mature in ways that suggest
China may be growing wary of its
once do-no-wrong partner.
For the first time in 15 years,
China’s two biggest policy banks—
the China Development Bank
(CDB) and the Export-Import Bank
of China—made no new loans to
the region in 2020, capping a multi-year slump driven by Latin
America’s worsening economic
slide.
The data comes from a new
report by the Inter-American
Dialogue, a Washington think tank,
and Boston University’s Global
Development Policy Center, both of
which have been tracking for years
China’s yuan diplomacy in
Washington’s backyard.
China’s growing economic and
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A file photo shows a government official holding Venezuelan and Chinese flag at the
Simon Bolivar International Airport in La Guaira, Venezuela.
diplomatic influence in the region
has worried US policymakers, who
have been at a loss to counter its
rise. The task now falls to the Biden
administration, which has warned
that the Chinese footprint in the
region is a national security threat.
But with China having displaced
the US as the top trading partner of
several South American nations,
catching up will be no easy task.
Meanwhile, the US may have fallen even farther behind during the
pandemic, when China donated

more than $215 million in supplies—from surgical gloves to thermal imaging technologies—to allies
in the region, according to the
research. By comparison, the
United
State
Agency
for
International Development and
State Department has provided
$153 million. China also conducted
clinical trials or plans to manufacture vaccines in five countries—
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico
and Peru.
“Without a doubt part of the

region’s Covid response has a
Chinese face,” said Rebecca Ray, a
Boston University economist and
one of the authors of the new
report. “It’s a missed opportunity
for the US but since the bottoming
out of American manufacturing in
the 1990s there’s really no way to
compete. Many of the same medical
supplies China ships to Latin
America we buy from China as
well.” But while the pandemic has
opened the door to much-welcomed
Chinese aid, it’s also made it harder
for governments to pay their bills
to Beijing. A deep 7.4 percent recession in the Latin America and
Caribbean last year wiped out nearly a decade’s worth of growth,
according
to
International
Monetary Fund data.
With borrowers squeezed, China
has taken a hit. Last year, Ecuador
negotiated to delay for a year nearly $900 million in debt payments
serviced
by
oil
shipments.
Venezuela—by far the region’s biggest borrower—is believed to have
received a similar grace period. At
the same time,
“With the region facing unprecedented challenges, China is unlikely to lend any more for now,”
said Margaret Myers, head of the
Asia-Latin America programme at
the Dialogue.
C M Y K
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China calls for reset in
ties with United States

BEIJING: Senior Chinese diplomat
Wang Yi said on Monday the United
States and China could work together
on issues like climate change and the
coronavirus pandemic if they
repaired their damaged bilateral relationship. Wang, a Chinese state councillor and foreign minister, said
Beijing stood ready to reopen constructive dialogue with Washington
after relations between the two countries sank to their lowest in decades
under former president Donald
Trump. Wang called on Washington
to remove tariffs on Chinese goods
and abandon what he said was an
irrational suppression of the
Chinese tech sector, steps he said
would create the “necessary conditions” for cooperation.

UN refugee agency calls for
rescue of stranded Rohingya
UNITED NATIONS: The United Nations
refugee agency called on Monday for
the immediate rescue of a group of
Rohingya refugees who were adrift in
their boat in the Andaman Sea without food or water, many of whom
were ill and suffering from extreme
dehydration. The agency said it
understood some passengers had
died, with fatalities rising over the
weekend on a boat it said had left the
coastal district of Cox’s Bazar in
Bangladesh about 10 days ago and
had experienced engine failure. “In
the absence of precise information as
to the refugees’ location, we have
alerted the authorities of the relevant
maritime states of these reports and
appealed for their swift assistance,”
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) said in a
statement.

Mumbai imposes fresh coronavirus
restrictions after spike in cases
All religious, social and political gatherings banned after infections spiked to levels last seen in October 2020.

Italian envoy and
two others killed
in attack on UN
convoy in Congo

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

REUTERS

NEW DELHI, FEB 22

India’s financial capital Mumbai
imposed fresh coronavirus restrictions on Monday as a rise in cases in
the worst-affected region sparked
fears of a new wave, while the
country’s vast inoculation drive fell
behind schedule.
All religious, social and political
gatherings are banned in the city and
the surrounding western state of
Maharashtra, home to 110 million people, after infections spiked to levels
last seen in October.
Maharashtra
chief
minister
Uddhav Thackeray said he was “worried about the severity of a second
wave if it hits the state,” which has
recorded nearly 52,000 deaths since
the pandemic began.
“The simple mantra is wear a mask,

follow discipline and avoid lockdown.
We will review the situation again in
the next eight days and decide on a
lockdown,” Thackeray said in a live
television address on Sunday.
Elsewhere in the state there were
tighter restrictions.
India’s tough nationwide lockdown
imposed in March has largely been
relaxed, with even its famously lavish
weddings and cricket crowds returning, albeit with numbers capped.
Daily new cases peaked at more
than 97,000 in September but have
been falling sharply, coming in at
under 9,000 a day earlier this month.
But the past two weeks have seen an
uptick, with around 14,000 new infections on Monday, the biggest rise coming in Maharashtra, taking India’s
total past 11 million since the pandemic began with 156,000 deaths.
In the capital New Delhi, which on

Monday recorded just 46 new infections and two deaths in the crowded
megacity of 20 million, locals told
AFP they were still concerned.
“If we look worldwide, in places
where they let the guard down cases
have increased again,” said 44-yearold sales and marketing professional
Gaurav Kumar.
“We cannot afford to take things
lightly, given our population size and
recent history of cases.”
“Everyone seems to believe that
corona has gone away from our country. I don’t think so,” said housewife
Seema Arora, 30. “People are being
foolish.”
But vegetable vendor Radhekrishna
Negi said he had to work.
“I am fed up of corona. I suffered so
much loss the whole of last year,” he
said. “I think corona has ended. I am
not scared of the virus now. My family

is doing fine, I am doing fine, there is
no reason to worry.”
Anand Krishnan, a professor at the
AIIMS hospital in Delhi, told AFP it
was too soon to say whether there
would be a new wave, but he said
the “primary focus” should be on
sticking to precautions like masks,
and vaccines.
India’s huge inoculation drive is
lagging behind schedule as the world’s
biggest vaccine maker said it had
been told to prioritise domestic
supplies ahead of exports to other
poor countries.
India began vaccinating healthcare
and other frontline workers from
mid-January, aiming to inoculate
300 million people—or 600 million
shots in a two-dose regime—by July.
But at the current pace, with 11.1 million shots given as of Monday, that
will take years.

Chinese spyware code was
copied from NSA: Researchers
WASHINGTON: Chinese spies used code
first developed by the US National
Security Agency to support their
hacking operations, Israeli researchers said on Monday, another indication of how malicious software developed by governments can boomerang
against their creators. Tel Aviv-based
Check Point Software Technologies
issued a report noting that some features in a piece of China-linked malware it dubs “Jian” were so similar
they could only have been stolen from
some of the NSA break-in tools
(AGENCIES)
leaked in 2017.
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A tree stands on a field near the city of Frankfurt, Germany, as the stars shine from above early on Monday.

US nears 500,000
Covid-19 deaths as Biden
plans commemoration
REUTERS
WASHINGTON, FEB 22

The US faces a dark milestone this
week despite a recent decline in Covid19 cases as it prepares to mark a staggering half-million deaths, with
President Joe Biden planning to
memorialise the lives lost.
While the number of Covid-19 cases
fell for the fifth straight week and officials scrambled to inoculate the population, the nation was poised to reach
500,000 deaths from the highly infectious respiratory disease.
It has been nearly a year since the
pandemic upended the country with
duelling health and economic crises.
“It’s nothing like we’ve ever been
through in the last 102 years since the
1918 influenza pandemic. ... It really is
a terrible situation that we’ve been
through--and that we’re still going
through,” Dr Anthony Fauci, White
House Covid-19 medical adviser and
the nation’s top infectious disease official, told CNN’s “State of the Union”
programme. The White House said on

Sunday it planned a memorial event
in which Biden would deliver remarks.
A White House spokesman said the
president along with first lady Jill
Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris
and second gentleman Doug Emhoff
would hold a moment of silence on
Monday and there would be a candle-lighting ceremony at sundown.
Biden
last
month
observed
America’s Covid-19 deaths on the eve
of his inauguration with a sundown
ceremony at the Lincoln Memorial’s
Reflecting Pool.
Biden will use “his own voice and
platform to take a moment to remember the people whose lives have been
lost, the families who are still suffering ... at what is still a very difficult
moment in this country,” White House
spokeswoman Jen Psaki told reporters
on Friday.
More than 28 million Covid-19 cases
have rocked the US and 497,862 have
died, even as daily average deaths and
hospitalisations have fallen to the lowest levels since before Thanksgiving
and Christmas holidays.

GOMA, FEB 22

Italy’s ambassador to the Democratic
Republic of Congo and two other people were killed on Monday in an attack
on a United Nations convoy in eastern
Congo, Italy’s foreign ministry and
park authorities said.
The convoy was attacked at
around 10:15 am (0815 GMT)during an
attempted kidnap by assailants near
the town of Kanyamahoro, a few kilometres (miles) north of the regional
capital Goma, the Virunga National
Park told Reuters. The Italian ambassador, Luca Attanasio, and a military
policeman travelling with him were
killed, the Italian foreign ministry
said in a statement.

The Italian foreign
ministry says in a
statement that envoy
Luca Attanasio was
killed in Congo.
The park had said earlier that two
people in the convoy had been killed
and the ambassador wounded. The
third person killed was a driver, diplomatic sources said.
It was not immediately clear who
was behind the attack. There was no
immediate claim of responsibility.
“It is with deep sorrow that the
Foreign Ministry confirms the death
today in Goma of the Italian
Ambassador to the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Luca Attanasio,
and of a policemen from the
Carabinieri,” the foreign ministry
statement said.
“The ambassador and the soldier
were travelling in a car in a convoy of
MONUSCO, the United Nations
Organisation Stabilisation Mission
in the Democratic Republic of Congo,”
it said.
According to the ministry website,
Attanasio had been Italy’s head of
mission in Kinshasa since 2017 and
was made ambassador in 2019.
Dozens of armed groups operate in
and around Virunga.

Strike grips Myanmar, protesters defy junta warning
RUTERS
YANGON, FEB 22

Myanmar police began to disperse
pro-democracy protesters on Monday
as businesses around the country shut
in a general strike called to oppose the
military coup despite a threat from
authorities that confrontation could
cost lives.
Three weeks after seizing power, the
junta has failed to stop daily protests
and a civil disobedience movement
calling for the reversal of the Feb. 1
coup and release of elected leader
Aung San Suu Kyi.
There were protests in cities and
towns across the country on Monday,
from the northern hills on the border
with China to the central plains, the
Irrawaddy river delta and the southern tip of the panhandle, images on
social media showed.
In the capital, Naypyitaw, where the
military is headquartered, a police
water cannon truck and numerous
other vehicles closed in to break up a
procession of chanting protesters who
scattered when police on foot chased
them, wrestling several to the ground.
“They’re chasing and arresting.
We’re protesting peacefully,” one
woman said in video clip posted on
Facebook.
The response of security forces this

time has been less deadly than in
crackdowns in earlier phases of turmoil in almost half a century of military rule but three protesters have
been killed - two shot dead in Mandalay
on Saturday, and the first, a woman
shot in Naypyitaw, who died on Friday.
The army has said one policeman
died of injuries sustained in the protests. Late on Sunday, state-owned
media MRTV warned that protesters
they could get killed.
“Protesters are now inciting the
people, especially emotional teenagers
and youths, to a confrontation path
where they will suffer loss of life,” the
broadcaster said.
Facebook said on Monday it had
removed MRTV’s pages for repeated
violations of its standards, including
its violence and incitement policy. On
Sunday, it deleted the military’s main
page for the same reason.
The junta’s warning didn’t discourage people from turning out in their
tens of thousands.
In a country where dates are seen as
auspicious, protesters noted the significance of the date 22.2.2021, comparing it with demonstrations on
August 8, 1988, when a previous generation staged anti-military protests
that were bloodily suppressed.
“Authorities were “exercising
utmost restraint”, the foreign minis-

try said in a statement. It rebuked
some countries for remarks it
described as flagrant interference in
Myanmar’s internal affairs.
Several Western countries have condemned the coup and decried the violence against protesters.
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said on Twitter the United
States would continue to “take firm

action” against authorities violently
cracking down on opponents of the
coup in the Southeast Asian country
that is also known as Burma.
“We stand with the people of
Burma,” he said. Britain, Germany,
Japan and Singapore have also condemned the violence, while UN
Secretary-General Guterres urged the
military to halt repression.
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Anti-coup protesters raise their hands with clenched fists during a rally near Mandalay
Railway Station in Mandalay, Myanmar, on Monday.

‘No other option’: Deadly India floods bare conflicts from hydropower boom
REUTERS
RAINI, FEB 22

Growing up in a remote tribal village
high in the Indian Himalayas, Kundan
Singh loved to play on a field by the
sparkling Rishiganga river.
The 48-year-old recalls afternoons
there competing in sports tournaments, surrounded by forests of pine.
Fifteen years ago, bulldozers
descended on Raini village to build a
dam, part of a push by India to
increase hydroelectric power. The
field was lost, and villagers have been
in conflict with the Rishiganga
Hydropower Project ever since.
The dam was swept away two weeks
ago in a flash flood that also smashed
bridges and another hydroelectric
power station in the Dhauliganga
river valley of Uttarakhand state,
leaving over 200 feared dead.
Whatever the role of climate
change, which is rapidly heating the
world’s highest mountains, experts
say rampant construction is adding to
the burden weighing on rural communities across the Himalayas.

This building boom is creating conflict across the region, as shown by
interviews with nearly two dozen
Raini villagers, legal and technical
documents, satellite imagery and photographs, and correspondence with

local officials, some of it not previously reported.
“We wrote letters, we protested, we
went to court, we did everything,”
Singh said. “But no one heard us.”
The 150 villagers are members of

REUTERS

Kundan Singh, 48, stands near his home after a flash flood swept down a mountain valley
destroying dams and bridges, in Raini village in Uttarakhand, India, on February 11.

the Bhutia tribe of historically
nomadic shepherds from Tibet, some
of whom settled in India after a 1962
war with China closed the border.
Granted protected status with government quotas for jobs and education, many nonetheless live in poverty
in the mountainous state, labouring
on roads and construction sites, weaving woollen rugs and growing potatoes
and pulses on small plots around a
bend in the river.
Villagers were initially enthusiastic
at the prospect of a power plant that
promised jobs, according to court documents, the project’s impact assessment and minutes of a 2006 meeting
between village leaders and representatives of the dam.
But the jobs did not come, Singh and
other locals said. Those who managed
to find work on the dam clashed with
the owners over unpaid wages and
alleged construction violations,
according to court documents.
A paint company from Punjab controlled the dam during initial construction. It has not filed accounts
since 2015, and its current directors

could not be reached for comment.
The project entered bankruptcy before
being bought by the Kundan Group in
2018, and finally started operations
last year. Executives at the conglomerate did not respond to calls and emails
seeking comment.
As India seeks to nearly double its
hydropower capacity by 2030, construction of dams in the region is
increasingly leading to disagreements
between plant owners and locals, said
Himanshu Thakkar, coordinator of
the South Asia Network on Dams,
Rivers and People, which has studied
the conflicts.
“It happens with many projects,” he
said. “People want to resist and
oppose, but project developers… will
always make promises of employment
and development.”
In the Alaknanda basin, a cluster of
streams that feeds the Ganges river –
worshipped as a god by many Hindus
– six hydroelectric dams have been
constructed, according to Thakkar’s
nonprofit. Eight more, including the
Tapovan dam that was severely damaged in the Feb. 7 floods, are under

construction, while a further 24 have
been proposed.
A spokeswoman for power ministry
said the country has strict measures
in place regarding the planning of
hydropower projects and the rights of
local people are always considered.
During the dam’s construction,
blasts from explosives were frequent,
according to interviews with about 20
residents and court documents.
The use of explosives in construction in the region was criticised after
devastating floods in Uttarakhand in
2013, dubbed a “Himalayan tsunami”
that claimed some 6,000 lives.
In 2019, Singh and his brother took a
two-day bus journey to meet with lawyer Abhijay Negi, who recalled them
arriving with a bundle of muddy
banknotes collected from other residents as payment.
“High up on the mountain, almost
all the Raini residents survived the
floods. But Singh said the disaster has
left many dreaming of escape.
“Many want to leave, but I will stay
because I have no other option,” he
said. “I will stay because of poverty.”
C M Y K
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Sahara signs broadcasting
deal for Aaha-Rara Gold Cup
KATHMANDU: Sahara Club, the
organisers of Aaha-Rara Gold Cup
football tournament, has signed the
highest amount sponsorship for live
broadcast of any sports event
organised outside the Capital. Katha
Nepal has bought the audio visual
right for the 19th edition of the
tournament to be held from March 30
to April 10 in Pokhara. Katha Nepal
will provide Rs 500,000 for the
exclusive right. Katha Nepal will
broadcast the event live through its
digital platform. Sahara Club president Keshab Bahadur Thapa and
Katha Nepal managing director
Manoj Raj Pandey have signed the
agreement in this regard. Manang
Marshyangdi Club are the defending
champions of the event. The coming
edition of the tournament will
feature 12 teams. (SB)

PSG slip to third in Ligue 1
PARIS: Third-placed Paris St Germain
lost ground in the Ligue 1 title race
when they slumped to a 2-0 home
defeat against Monaco on Sunday
after wins for their main rivals. The
French champions fell four points
behind leaders Lille who have 58
points from 26 games after beating
Lorient 4-1. Fourth-placed Monaco,
who have now won eight of their last
nine league games, prevailed through
goals by Sofiane Diop and Guillermo
Maripan to move within two points
of PSG. Olympique Lyonnais are second on 55 points following a 3-2 win at
Brest on Saturday. Mauricio
Pochettino’s PSG were still without
the injured Neymar and Angel Di
Maria. The visitors took the lead
after only six minutes when Diop
headed home. Niko Kovac’s side doubled their advantage six minutes into
the second half when Maripan fired
home from inside the area after the
PSG defence had failed to clear a
cross. (REUTERS)

Atalanta beat Napoli 4-2
BERGAMO: Atalanta stormed to a 4-2
victory over Napoli in Serie A on
Sunday, with the win sending Gian
Piero Gasperini’s side fourth in the
standings. There was just one shot on
target in the first half as neither side
could really get going, and the only
drama came on the touchline when
Gasperini was sent to the stands for
complaining about his side not being
awarded a penalty. The hosts’ Duvan
Zapata got the scoring up in the 52nd
minute with a far-post header, before
Piotr Zielinski volleyed in an
equaliser six minutes later. Goals
from Robin Gosens and the in-form
Luis Muriel looked to have put the
home side on course for a comfortable
win, only for Gosens to put through
his own net in the 75th minute to get
Napoli back into contention. Cristian
Romero put the game to bed four
minutes later. (REUTERS)

Solskjaer hopeful of catching Man City in title race
Pep Guardiola’s side have soared 10 points clear of their local rivals Man United after registering their 18-match winning streak in all competitions.
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MANCHESTER, FEB 22

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer is not giving up
hope that Manchester United can challenge Manchester City for the Premier
League title, despite the scintillating
form of the league leaders.
City have soared 10 points clear of
their local rivals after they beat
Arsenal 1-0 on Sunday.
United’s own inconsistent form has
helped open up the gap, but the Red
Devils beat Newcastle 3-1 on Sunday to
win for just the second time in six
league games. “We’ve got to be there
just in case,” said Solskjaer. “Every
time we get three points we’ve done
our job and that’s what we’ve got to do
and see what other teams do.”
Bruno Fernandes and Marcus
Rashford were again on target on a
night United needed their star men to
paper over the cracks of another
unconvincing performance. Solskjaer
made five changes to the side that
impressively thrashed Real Sociedad
4-0 in the Europa League on Thursday
and was lucky not to be punished for a
disjointed start from the hosts.
A run of two wins in 14 games has
left Newcastle just three points clear of
the drop zone, but Steve Bruce remains
confident his side will survive.
“Fulham have had a good week and
won a couple of games, which at the
bottom end of the table is big, but
there are a few of us: Brighton,
Burnley and maybe Crystal Palace
looking over their shoulders,” said
Bruce. “My message to the supporters
is that I’m convinced we’ll be ok.”
Poor goalkeeping cost Bruce’s men
the opening goal on the half hour
mark as Rashford wriggled free inside
the area, but his shot should have been
kept out by Karl Darlow.
United’s sloppy defending from
set-pieces was punished six minutes
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Bruno Fernandes (kicking the ball) and Marcus Rashford rescued Manchester United from another unconvincing performance on Sunday.
later, though, when Saint-Maximin
swept the ball into the top corner after
Harry Maguire only half-cleared a
cross into the box.
After a blistering start to his United
career last season, Dan James has
struggled for game time, but the
Welshman has now scored in his last
three appearances as he blasted past
Darlow from close range just before
the hour mark.
More good footwork from Rashford

then drew Joe Willock into an ill-advised challenge inside the box and the
on-loan Arsenal midfielder conceded a
penalty. Darlow had saved the only
spot-kick Fernandes has missed as a
United player when the sides met earlier in the season. But he was
wrong-footed this time as the
Portuguese playmaker coolly converted to give United the two-goal cushion
they craved.
United and Leicester are City’s clos-

est challengers as the Foxes won 2-1
away to Aston Villa.
An 18th consecutive win in all competitions edged City ever closer to a
third league title in four years, even if
Pep Guardiola’s men did not hit the
heights they have in recent weeks at
the Emirates.
Sterling could have scored three
times inside the first five minutes, but
his soaring leap to nod home Riyad
Mahrez’s cross secured all three

points as City kept a 10th clean sheet
in their last 13 league games.
“The people think it looks easy. This
is so difficult,” said Guardiola. “I
didn’t expect this consistency in the
past month. Winning in this period
these games 1-0 is what we need.”
Arsenal remain in 10th with their
best chance of a return to the
Champions League next season
dependent on success in the Europa
League.
Tottenham are just two points better off than their north London rivals
in ninth, nine points off the top four
after a fifth defeat in their last six
league games.
Mourinho’s men were undone by a
slow start to each half at the London
Stadium and lost 2-1.
Michail Antonio opened the scoring
after just five minutes before the rejuvenated Jesse Lingard smashed home
the third goal of his loan spell from
Manchester United two minutes into
the second half.
“The results are the consequences
of multiple situations in football.
Mine and my coaching staff methods
are second to nobody in the world,”
said a defiant Mourinho. “Our potential is higher than where we are so
there is frustration.”
Tottenham rallied after Lucas
Moura’s powerful header pulled a goal
back as the impressive Gareth Bale
and Son Heung-min hit the woodwork
late on.
But West Ham held on to bolster
their unexpected challenge for
Champions League football by moving
two points ahead of fifth-placed
Chelsea.
“We are enjoying it but are also not
going to be daft,” said Hammers boss
David Moyes, who enjoyed his first
win over Mourinho in 16 attempts.
“We will keep calm and hopefully keep
pushing the teams at the top.”

National volleyball team to sport Kelme kits Super League from April 24
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National Volleyball Association president Manoranjan Raman Sharma (centre) and Kamaru
Trading Pvt Ltd managing director Pradip Neupane (left) signed the MoU on Monday.

SPORTS BUREAU

SPORTS BUREAU

KATHMANDU, FEB 22

KATHMANDU, FEB 22

Nepal Volleyball Association and
Kamaru Trading Pvt Ltd have signed
a two-year kits sponsorship deal
under which the national volleyball
team will wear international sports
brand Kelme’s sports kits.
Kamaru Trading Pvt Ltd is the sole
distributor of Kelme products in
Nepal.
Kamaru’s
managing
director Pradip Neupane and
Association president Manoranjan
Raman
Sharma
signed
the
agreement.
Kelme would provide sports kits to
the men’s and women’s team for official international tournaments which
include jerseys, shoes, balls, track
suits, balls and nets.

Nepal Sports and Events Management
(NSEM) has announced to organise
Nepal Super League (NSL), the first
franchise football league of the
country, from April 24 to May 8 at the
Dasharath Stadium in Kathmandu.
The first edition of the tournament
will feature seven franchise teams—
one city team each from all seven
provinces, said Sudeeep Sharma, the
CEO of NSEM at a press conference
on Monday.
The event will be held under the
technical support of the football governing body, All Nepal Football
Association (ANFA).
The matches will be played in the
single round robin format and will

have a total of 21 games.
According to the NSEM, they will
announce the franchise teams and
owners within next two weeks.
The players will be auctioned after
listing them under four categories and
one team can recruit three overseas
players and field two at a time. Each
team will have 20 players.
According to ANFA President
Karma Tsering Sherpa they have
allocated two months period for the
tournament
and
the
clubs
would release the players for the time
period.
“The club will also have less burdens and the player would also benefit
financially,” said Sherpa adding that it
was a trial event and the Martyrs
Memorial ‘A’ Division League was the
major league.

HOROSCOPE
ARIES (March 21-April 19) ****

CANCER (June 22-July 22) ***

LIBRA (September 23-October 22) ***

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19) ****

Tuesday’s skies are soft, richly imaginative, and nostalgic, Aries. The moon cruises through comfort-seeking Cancer all day, only locking eyes with
reality-bending Neptune throughout the afternoon.
This aspect is better suited to creative activity.

Cancerians are always doting on the people they love
in their lives. Tuesday’s skies suggest that it’s time to
let that love come back to you! The moon floats
through your sign all day, linking arms with blissedout Neptune.

As a Libra, so much of your energy goes toward
other people. Reclaim some of that energy and apply
it to your own career goals today. The universe is
ready to support your vision, helping you tap into
your imagination this afternoon.

Relationships are of primary importance under
Tuesday’s skies, Capricorn. It’s easier than usual to
form sweet connections, empathize, and patch up any
tattered relationships—as the moon wades through
sensitive Cancer.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) ***

LEO (July 23-August 22) ***

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21) ***

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18) ***

Be mindful of your boundaries within social situations today, Taurus. It’s admirable to empathize with
the needs of those in your network, but don’t let
yourself become a doormat for their problems.

Let yourself embrace the recovery today. It’s okay to
rest and recuperate for more time than you usually
allow yourself. The moon glides through deep-feeling
Cancer all day forming a sleepy but sweet connection
to non-reality Neptune.

Keeping things fresh is the goal today, Scorpio. It’s easy
to get bogged down in the same routine and thinking
patterns, so the cosmos are working to help you shake
things up. Creative inspiration and artistic visions are
capable of being brought into fruition today.

The universe is working to balance you out across the
board, Aquarius. It’s important for you to find equilibrium in your diet, exercise, and desire for productive action today—as the moon floats through highly
sensitive Cancer all day.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) ****

VIRGO (August 23-September 22) ****

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21) ***

PISCES (February 19-March 20) ***

You’re capable of pulling down some richly creative
inspiration from the ether today, Gemini! This visionary energy you’re tapping into is best applied towards
work that you find meaningful today.

You have added sway and charisma in your social
network today, Virgo. The moon slides through sweet
Cancer, spending the day in a softening aspect with
reality-bending Neptune. It’s easier than usual to
bond with people on a personal level today.

As a Sagittarius, you’re a natural explorer. The universe is pushing you to go on an inward quest this
afternoon, as the moon roams through sensitive
Cancer. Luna spends the day in a sweet but sleepy
connection with reality-bending Neptune.

Embrace the inspiration you’re feeling today, Pisces.
You’re getting an influx of creative visions and new
ideas to utilize in a creative capacity this afternoon,
as the sensitive Cancer moon harmoniously aligns
with non-reality Neptune.
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At Van Gogh room, connect with art
The pandemic had isolated the art world. But as life returns to normal, Tulikaa Kala’s solo exhibition series
‘Kholo: A cycle of life’ is opening doors—and minds—to diverse experiences and outlooks on life.
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In Kailash K Shrestha’s works, it’s interesting to see the blending of digital images and painting—where one represents reality and the other our sentiments and despondency.
SRIZU BAJRACHARYA
KATHMANDU

O

ur mind is never constant;
it is always wandering. It
takes effort to really focus
on something. And for
curators and creatives, the
human mind’s distraction
is one challenge they have to overcome
each time they exhibit. Because, more
often than not, an exhibition’s quality is
determined by how much the exhibition
can hold people’s attention.
And at Dhokaima Cafe’s Van Gogh
room, Tulikaa Kala’s set up for their solo
series of exhibitions makes sure our
mind is alert. The dark lighting of the
small room gravitates our attention
towards the art presented and draws us in
to think about the artist’s outlook—it
allows viewers to enter into the world of
artists, their art.
Thus, while looking at Kailash
Shrestha’s
series
‘Isolation’
and
‘Occurrences’, which are part of the
umbrella exhibition, one gets consumed
with the narrative Shrestha presents:
that of separation, loneliness and
polarity.
About five of his works are framed to

give the impression one is viewing
Instagram on their phone. And in these
frames, Shrestha’s self-portrait, technically an outline of his body, with no skin
or face, transports us to become this character roaming a post-apocalyptic world—
where silence is piercing and telling of
the horror that only a few months ago
surrounded us all.
Shrestha’s images, made using mixed
media, evolve in a way—as you walk from
the left to the right of the gallery, from his
series ‘Isolation’ to ‘Occurrence’. He
reveals the inner workings of society, of
how our normal lives were put on hold
while political leaders evaded doing the
necessary under the gloom of the pandemic. In his works, it’s interesting to see
the blending of digital images and
painting—where one represents reality
and the other our sentiments and
despondency.
Shrestha uses his skill as an artist to
show our mental state: cloudy, dull and
confused. For example, in one piece, we
see a person carrying what looks like a
sack of rice into the void—representing
the uncertainty everyone felt during the
pandemic.
In another image, Shrestha puts together hundreds of tiny photographs and at

the centre of it creates a collage of a person wearing a PPE, perhaps a frontliner,
who too is conflicted, as they stand to
fight the pandemic of Covid-19 from
inside a boundary.
Shrestha’s series on the whole is unsettling and sombre, as it makes us confront
how we have boxed our lives. Although
one may think the pandemic forced us to
live in boundaries, Shrestha highlights
that we have always actually boxed ourselves and the pandemic just unveiled
what had become unseen.
The series presents all of us in our lives
but separated from individuals because
of our pursuits. They evoke thoughts
about how we have been blinded in our
own journey and become unaccepting of
the other stories and realities around us.
And unintentionally the presentation
exudes the suffocation we felt during the
lockdown.
It’s also gratifying to see Shrestha’s
sardonic images of political figures, who
distinctly represent KP Sharma Oli and
Pushpa Kamal Dahal, fighting and
discussing politics amid the grim realities of people against the backdrop of a
quiet world. It fittingly shows the
indifference of the government in handling the pandemic and its repercussions

on people’s lives.
Shrestha had previously also shared
some of his works from the exhibition
virtually during the lockdown, but in the
gallery his works find new life and connect more deeply with the audience.
The curatorial direction of Ujen Norbu
Gurung elevates the works presented; for
a change, the gallery does not feel like a
canvas but a world onto itself, pulling and
immersing people’s dwellings to the
whole.
Kailash K Shrestha’s work presented in
the gallery is the second solo show of the
exhibition ‘Kholo: A cycle of life’. And
Tulikaa Kala, the platform connecting
artists, entrepreneurs, art enthusiasts
and collectors, is in preparation to bring
works of 26 other artists, spanning seven
genres in the coming months. The platform hopes to introduce artists and
unravel their work while opening doors
and opening minds to diverse experiences
and outlooks of life and art forms.
Last week, the exhibition presented the
works of Aakash Pradhan, a freelance
photographer who creates visual experiences with photo collages. In contrast to
Kailash Shrestha’s works, Pradhan’s
works were colourful and looked towards
a positive outlook of life and gave per-

spective to different windows of life.
Pradhan’s photo collages showed people striving towards different ends, and in
many ways his works were philosophical.
They expressed vibrance and life, like his
work ‘Rushhour’ that captured an auto
rickshaw zooming away while the direction read ‘escape’.
Another striking photo collage was
‘Where do we go from here’, a picture of
people travelling, perhaps migrating.
Pradhan gives the picture a hopeful hue
with sunflowers, starry sky and clouds.
And these motifs seem to symbolise aspirations and dreams. These works,
although taken down, are still available
on Tulikaa Kala’s website for viewing.
As life now returns to normal, Tulikaa
Kala is hoping to give colourful experiences to people. And it looks promising. It
will be interesting to see how the dark
milieu will work for the other artists and
what consciousness the upcoming artists’
works will pique at. And so, Tulikaa
Kala’s ‘Kholo’, a seven-month-long series
of solo exhibitions, is something to look
forward to.
The exhibition ‘Kholo: A cycle of life’ will
be on display until August 27 at Van Gogh
Gallery, Dhokaima Cafe, Patan Dhoka.

Nobel laureate Olga Tokarczuk’s art book hits bookstores
‘The Lost Soul’ is a poetic story of a man who loses his soul in the daily rush and can only regain it in a very special way.

MONIKA SCISLOWSKA
WARSAW

T

he latest book by Nobel laureate Olga Tokarczuk to be
translated into English is a
departure for the celebrated
Polish author.
‘The Lost Soul,’ which
comes out this week in the US, is a poetic
story of a man who loses his soul in the
daily rush and can only regain it in a very
special way. The book has many meanings, also inspired by its nostalgic, meditative drawings by Polish artist Joanna
Concejo.
It is Tokarczuk’s “experiment with
form” and the first time her words have
been merged with illustrations by someone else to produce a picture book. She
says it has produced a surprisingly new,
amplified value that, she hopes, will
attract readers of various ages and backgrounds.
“I was fascinated ... by the effect of
cooperation of two totally different
people,” said Tokarczuk, who usually
works alone.
“It gives more than just the sum of text
and drawings. There appears a value
through which we read the text in a different way and we also see the drawings in a
different way than if they had stood
alone. To me, this is a kind of mystery,”
Tokarczuk told The Associated Press.
Concejo’s drawings tell an independent
story, inspired by Tokarczuk’s text but
built around a pair of children’s gloves
kept together by a string.
When the string breaks, the gloves get
separated, just as happened to the man in
Tokarczuk’s text and his soul, said
Concejo, who has also done cover drawings for the Polish editions of the writer’s
most recent books.
Tokarczuk believes there is no single
interpretation of the book and readers
will be seeing it in “different ways, will be
using different words to name it. This is
the miracle of literature.”

AP/RSS

In this file photo, Polish writer and Nobel Prize winner Olga Tokarczuk reacts to the media during a press conference in Duesseldorf, Germany.
First published in Poland in 2017 as
‘Zgubiona dusza,’ the hardcover picture
book originated from a private ceremony
and a “little story” that Tokarczuk wrote
for one person. It was later clad in
Concejo’s illustrations and grew into a
creation that the Literary Nobel winner
of 2018 says she likes “very much.”
“I think that this is one of these stories
that are all the time present in those huge
containers of collective consciousness
and it seems to me that I simply brought
it into focus, brought it out of somewhere
and wrote it down,” said the 59-year-old
author, who is a psychologist by
profession, a feminist, ecologist and advocate of minority rights.
It draws from tales and beliefs of old
cultures such as North American Indians
and the people of Polynesia, who say
someone has lost his soul when they see

Tokarczuk received
her Nobel Prize in
Literature in
Stockholm in 2019,
with a year-long delay.
that there is something wrong with him.
In that sense it has to do with psychology,
even
psychiatry,
the
soft-spoken
Tokarczuk said.
“So I have developed these oldest intuitions and tales and I have clad them in our
very European understanding, I made
them contemporary, and this way I made
this little story universal,” said the author

who lives in Wroclaw, in southwestern
Poland, but also spends time in a country
cottage.
“I would like it very much for this book
to reach young readers, children, who
would be looking through it, and their
mothers would be reading the text. But I
would also like it to reach someone who is
at the end of life or is tired with life, or
someone young with his whole life open
before him, “ Tokarczuk said.
Very important is the book’s reference
to nostalgia and to childhood, coming
from Concejo’s refined design inspired by
old, worn copybooks and by her detachedlike pencil and crayon drawings.
“The nostalgia for the times past that
were not complex, not complicated, the
times when there was no such pressure of
information, when the world had wider
frames,” Tokarczuk said. “Such reference

to childhood always touches very
delicate, sensitive cords in the reader, in
the spectator.”
The man’s soul is pictured as a little
girl, and Concejo says “why not?”
“Who knows what a soul looks like,
maybe it does not ‘look like’ at all?” she
said by phone from Paris, where she lives.
Concejo makes her drawings on old,
used paper with history, and said that the
hardest part was the handling of the
paper, which “did not want to cooperate”
and utmost care was needed to avoid
piercing it, while aiming for the best
effect. A special role of defining time
sequences was given to tracing paper.
Tokarczuk received her Nobel Prize in
Literature from Sweden’s King Carl XVI
Gustaf at a ceremony in Stockholm in
2019, with a year-long delay. The announcement and ceremony of 2018 were canceled
due to a sex scandal at the Swedish
Academy that bestows the literature prize.
The author of more than a dozen books
that include an ecological crime story,
‘Drive Your Plow Over the Bones of the
Dead,’ Tokarczuk was also awarded the
2018 Man Booker International Prize for
her fragmentary novel ‘Flights,’ a collection of stories built around the ideas of
restlessness of the human body and soul
and the revelations that travel brings.
Tokarczuk tries to be “communicative,
to make my writing—and especially this
very compact text—accessible to someone
who is very well educated, with a professor’s degree, as well as to someone who
has very basic education or culture competence, regardless of whether he is an
8-year-old or a 70-year-old.”
She is currently working on a new book
“but the pandemic is not helping me in
the task. And it’s taking time, it’s as simple as that.”
“We are all anxious, we don’t know
what’s going to happen next, what’s going
to happen to the world, to us, and this
anxiety is not helping focus on the writing,” Tokarczuk said.
— Associated Press
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