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How rigid provisions
are hobbling Nepal’s
political process
A no-confidence motion is a tool parties can use against
prime minister, but strong conditions aimed at stability
have weakened opposition forces in the House instead.
BINOD GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, APRIL 7
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A woman rocks her baby to sleep at her home in Tripureshwor, Kathmandu.

INSIDE
Amnesty International paints
bleak picture of rights
situation in Nepal
KATHMANDU: The Nepali authorities
have failed to carry out independent
and credible investigations into several deaths in custody suspected to
have resulted from torture, according
to Amnesty International. In its global report published on Wednesday, the
human rights watchdog said police in
different cases deny investigating the
custodial deaths claiming they were
suicide while the families of the
deceased said they were tortured to
death. At least six incidents of custodial deaths were reported in 2020
across the country, prompting
Amnesty International Nepal to
appeal to the authorities to launch
independent and impartial investigations into such incidents. Some of
such incidents include the death of
Shambhu Sada Musahar, 23, who was
found dead inside the toilet of Sabaila
Area Police Office in Dhanusha in
June last year. Police said he died due
to kidney failure against the family’s
claim that his death was a result of
excessive torture. (Details on Pg 3)

What happens when women
run the economy? We’re
about to find out
WASHINGTON: Women now hold many
of the jobs controlling the world’s
largest economy—and they’re trying
to fix it. Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen, Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo and trade czar Katherine
Tai hold top jobs in US President Joe
Biden’s administration and many of
his economic advisers also are
women, as are nearly 48 percent of
his confirmed cabinet-level officials.
This sea change may already be
affecting economic policy—a new $2.3
trillion spending plan introduced by
Biden last week includes $400 billion
to fund the “care economy,” supporting home- and community-based jobs
taking care of kids and seniors, work
normally done by women that has
mostly gone unacknowledged in years
past. The plan also has hundreds of
billions of dollars more to fix racial
and rural-urban inequalities that
were created in part by past economic,
trade and labour policies. (Details on Pg 5)

Taiwan will fight ‘to the very
last day’ if China attacks
TAIPEI: Taiwan’s foreign minister on
Wednesday said the island will defend
itself “to the very last day” if
attacked by China. Joseph Wu said
China’s attempts at conciliation while
engaging in military intimidation
are sending “mixed signals” to the
island’s residents. China claims
Taiwan as its own territory to be
won over peacefully or by force. Wu
noted China flew 10 warplanes into
Taiwan’s air defence identification
zone on Monday and deployed an aircraft carrier group for exercises near
Taiwan. “We are willing to defend
ourselves, that’s without any question,” Wu told reporters. (Details on Pg 6)

UK variant responsible for
surge in coronavirus cases in
Nepal, Health Ministry says

Three major parties in Parliament
control 142 seats, enough to unseat
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli, if
they so wish, and form a new government. However, it’s Oli who continues
to reign supreme.
While the Nepali Congress and the
Maoist Centre, the second and third
largest forces in the lower house, are
at their wits’ end, the Janata
Samajbadi Party finds itself at a comfortable position, waiting for others,
including Oli, to make a move.
The Maoist Centre was revived as
per the Supreme Court’s March 7 decision. Its chairman Pushpa Kamal
Dahal, who shared the chair with Oli
in the Nepal Communist Party (NCP)
until March 7, had formed an alliance
with Oli’s arch-rival Madhav Nepal to
unseat the prime minister.
Both Dahal and Nepal had
decried Oli’s decision to dissolve
the House of Representatives on
December 20 and demanded his
resignation. After the Supreme
Court overturned Oli’s move, the
Dahal-Nepal faction, which had
a sizeable number of UML leaders, had asked Oli to resign on
moral grounds.
However, the Supreme Court’s
March 7 decision changed the
entire political landscape, effecting, in essence, a split in the

Dahal-Nepal faction. Nepal, along
with other UML leaders, was left with
no option than to return to the mother
party. Dahal is left with his Maoist
Centre party, with four of his lawmakers defecting to Oli.
Dahal’s Maoist Centre has the
option of withdrawing the support it
lent Oli in February 2018, but it has
not done so. The Nepali Congress
which called Oli’s House dissolution
unconstitutional too did not make any
move to unseat Oli after the court
overturned the dissolution decision.
The Janata Samajbadi Party, the
fourth largest force in the House, however, has maintained that it’s up to
bigger parties to get the ball rolling.
Analysts say one of the multiple
factors that have led to the political
stalemate is rigid constitutional
provisions.
“In the constitution, drafters incorporated some strong provisions
in search of political stability,”
Rajendra Maharjan, a political commentator and columnist for the Post’s
sister paper Kantipur. “In the parliamentary system, a no-confidence
motion is a tool that parties can
employ to express dissent with the
incumbent government.”
All countries that practise the multi-party democratic system keep this
provision of a no-confidence motion,
as it is useful in keeping the government in check.
>> Continued on page 2

Experts stress the need to invest more in equipment
and technology to ascertain variants and devise strong
strategies in light of looming second wave.
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The infection rate has been found high among schoolchildren in big cities like Kathmandu.
ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, APRIL 7

The fast spreading variant of coronavirus, the one first detected in the
United Kingdom, is responsible for the
recent spike in new cases in Nepal,
the Ministry of Health said on
Wednesday.
According to Dr Samir Kumar
Adhikari, joint spokesperson for the
Health Ministry, the UK variant,
known as B.1.1.7, is seen in swab
samples of a significant number of
new cases.
“We would like to request everyone
to be serious and follow safety measures, as the UK variant of virus is
found spreading significantly in communities,” said Adhikari. “A number
of schoolchildren, teachers and others
are getting infected in significant
numbers in recent days.”
The UK variant was first confirmed
in Nepal in January.
The World Health Organisation’s
collaborating centre in Hong Kong,
where swab samples of three people
who had returned from the UK in
December last week, had been sent for
whole-genome sequencing, confirmed
that all three people were infected
with the UK variant.
However, as the country saw a dramatic decline in the number of new
infections and the government too had
launched its vaccination drive,
authorities as well as people started
taking a carefree approach.
For the past few days, Nepal has
been reporting a steady rise in the
number of new coronavirus cases,
just as the daily count started to surge
in neighbouring India with which
Nepal shares a long open border.
Scientists in the United Kingdom

have said that the UK coronavirus is
40 to 70 percent more transmissible
than the one that caused the first wave
of coronavirus infection.
They have also said that the virus
is 64 percent deadlier than the previous strains.
“Yes, the UK variant of virus might
be responsible for the recent spike in
new cases,” Dr Runa Jha, director at
the National Public Health Laboratory,
told the Post. “We have been finding
S-gene target failure in polymerase
chain reaction tests of late.”
Doctors say spike protein or S-gene
targets failure in swab samples during
the PCR tests, which are giving positive results, means they are infected
with a new virus variant.
S-gene target or spike protein is one
of the key biological characteristics
of SARS-CoV-2, which enables the
virus to penetrate host cells and cause
infections.
Without spike protein, the coronavirus cannot infect people but doctors
say that if the polymerase chain reaction tests are failing to detect the spike
proteins in the swab samples of the
infected people or if there is S-gene
target failure, there is a possibility
that the virus may have undergone
mutations or the virus could be of a
different variant than the one common in the country.
“We have found S-gene target failure regularly since February in swab
samples of the infected people,” said
an official at the Epidemiology
and Disease Control Division on
condition of anonymity. “We cannot
say with confirmation if there is the
presence of a new virus variant
without performing whole-genome
sequencing tests.”
>> Continued on page 2
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Maoist Centre leaves Gandaki
provincial government
LAL PRASAD SHARMA
POKHARA, APRIL 7

The CPN (Maoist Centre) has left the
Gandaki provincial government with
the resignation of two of its ministers
on Wednesday.
Minister for Internal Affairs and
Law Hari Bahadur Chuman and
Minister for Land Management,
Agriculture and Cooperatives Lekh
Bahadur Thapa, who were representing the Maoist Centre in the provincial cabinet, tendered their resignations to Chief Minister Prithvi Subba
Gurung.
However, the Maoist Centre has yet
to formally withdraw its support from
the provincial government.
The Maoist Centre was criticised
from various quarters for sticking in
the provincial government despite it
condemning Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli’s move to dissolve the
House of Representatives.
“We have decided to leave the government, as we were blamed for staying in the government despite voicing
our criticisms towards it. The party
decided to leave the government as per
the direction of the party’s central
leadership, decision of the parliamen-

tary party and a thorough analysis of
the recent political developments.
However, our support to the government remains,” said Chuman.
The Maoist Centre’s parliamentary
party decided to call back its ministers from the government on
Wednesday morning. Immediately
after the parliamentary party meeting, Chuman and Thapa Magar
reached the Office of the Chief
Minister and tendered their resignations. Chuman, in the capacity of
Maoist Centre’s parliamentary party
leader, addressed the provincial
assembly meeting later in the day and
announced his resignation.
Gurung thanked the outgoing minister duo for their work in the government in the last 38 months.
The resignation of the Maoist
Centre’s ministers poses no immediate threat to the Gurung-led provincial government. The CPN-UML has
27 seats in the 60-member Gandaki
provincial assembly. Only one of them
is close to Madhav Kumar Nepal and
Jhalanath Khanal faction. Three
members of Rastriya Janamorcha and
Rajiv Gurung, who was elected as an
independent candidate from Manang,
also support the government.
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People hold candles and placards to demonstrate against Myanmar military’s brutal crackdown on pro-democracy protesters at Boudha, on Wednesday.

Surkhet air pollution puts residents at risk
Cases of breathing difficulty and discomfort in nose and eyes, particularly among children, are on the rise, doctors say.
CHANDANI KATHAYAT
BIRENDRANAGAR, APRIL 7

On Tuesday, Amrita Sunar from
Barahatal Rural Municipality Ward
No. 5 took her 21-month-old infant to
Madhya Paschim Child Clinic in
Birendranagar following complaints
of breathing difficulty, itchy eyes and
common cold.
“My son has been unwell for the
past week so I took him to the clinic.
The doctors had to administer supplemental oxygen to him after his health
condition worsened,” she said. “The
doctors say he is having health issues
because of air pollution. They say he
is still in danger.”
Sunar said all of her four children
have fallen sick due to poor air quality.
“There’s been a wildfire raging in a
nearby community forest for the past
week. The air has become unbreathable,” she said.
Health
professionals
in
Birendranagar say an increasing
number of infants and children have
been visiting hospitals across the city
with complaints of difficulty in
breathing and discomfort in the nose
and the eyes.
According to the data of the Karnali
Provincial Hospital, 300 children were
taken ill due to chest infection and
other respiratory diseases in Surkhet
district in the last three weeks.
“Surkhet residents have been hugely affected by air pollution. Children
are the worst affected,” said Dr
Nawaraj KC, a paediatrician in
Karnali Provincial Hospital.
According to him, forest fires near
human settlements are the main cause
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Air quality in Surkhet has worsened due to forest fires near human settlements.
of air pollution in Surkhet.
“Immediate measures must be
taken to control the wildfires that are
contributing to the worsening air
quality,” said KC. “If the concerned
stakeholders do not take initiatives to
control air pollution, it will pose a
grave danger to public health.”
Air quality in Surkhet has worsened in the last one month. However,
the Department of Environment in

Kathmandu has not been able to
retrieve the exact data on the extent of
the pollution since the equipment
used to record the Air Quality Index is
out of order.
“The air quality in Surkhet has
gone from bad to worse in the past few
days. The equipment kept at the provincial police office is defunct so we
haven’t been able to determine the
exact data,” said Shankar Prasad

Paudel, information officer at the
Department of Environment.
The District Administration Office
in Surkhet recently notified its citizens to avoid outdoors except in emergency situations.
“The District Administration Office
has requested children, senior citizens and patients with critical illnesses to adopt necessary precautions
while stepping out. These groups are
most vulnerable to air pollution and
are at risk of experiencing respiratory problems,” the statement signed by
Shree Shamsher Ranamagar, information
officer
at
the
District
Administration Office reads.
According to the data of the District
Police Office in Surkhet, wildfires
have been reported in 39 community
forests of the district in the past few
months. “In the last week itself, 3,345
hectares of forestland have been burning,” said Deputy Superintendent of
Police in Surkhet Ram Prasad
Ghartimagar.
This month, two individuals died
while trying to douse wildfires in
Simta Rural Municipality Ward No. 2
and Ward No. 7, according to the data
of the District Police Office.
The majority of fire incidents result
from human activities such as man
made fire in the forests to hunt animals or burning of farmland to make
way for the planting of new crops.
“Discarded cigarette butts are
among the biggest causes of forest
fires,” Ghartimagar told the Post.
“Most wildfires are a result of human
negligence. People should be careful
when entering forests during the dry
season.”

Giri new president of Kantipur Pratisthan journalists’ union
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, APRIL 7

A new working committee, led
by Anil Giri, a senior reporter
covering foreign and political
affairs at the Post, was unanimously elected as the president
of Kantipur Pratisthan Shakha
of the Federation of Nepali
Journalists on Wednesday.
Giri was elected along with
an 18-member working committee for a three-year term.
Buddhisagar Marasini was
elected vice-president. Marasini
is a desk editor at Kantipur
daily.
Likewise, Fatima Banu, a
reporter at Kantipur daily, was
elected vice-president under
the women’s category. Suraj

Kunwar, a reporter at Kantipur
daily, was elected secretary.
Similarly, Chandan Kumar
Mandal, a reporter at the Post,
was elected joint secretary of
the chapter under inclusive category. Krishna Sharan Paudel
and Yogya Banjade of Kantipur
were elected joint-secretary
and treasurer, respectively.
Eleven other members were
also picked under various
categories.
Meanwhile, a new working
committee, consisting of seven
members, was also unanimously elected to different posts of
Kantipur
FM
Pratisthan
Shakha. Bashu Khadka and
Indra Laxmi Ghimire were
elected as president and
vice-president.
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An 18-member committee under Giri was elected unanimously.

UK variant responsible for ...
>> Continued from page 1
Whole-genome sequencing needs to
be performed to identify the new variant of the virus. However, state-run
laboratories lack equipment for the
examination.
Some
private
laboratories in Kathmandu, however,
can perform whole-genome sequencing, officials say.
“Yes, we have been finding S-gene
targets missing in swab samples of
the infected people,” Dr Krishna
Prasad Paudel, director at the
Epidemiology and Disease Control
Division, told the Post. “We
have preserved those swab samples in
laboratories.”
According to the World Health
Organisation, the UK variant of virus
has been detected in more than 86
countries.
Jha, however, said that the coronavirus variant, the one which was
responsible to infect a huge number of
people last year, is also being detected
in infected patients in recent days—
stressing the need for more caution.
Experts said that taking the issue of
spike protein missing lightly and
not
performing
whole-genome
sequencing is a sheer negligence of
the authorities.
“I don’t understand why the authorities are taking such a serious issue so
lightly,” Dr Baburam Marasini, former director at the Epidemiology and
Disease Control Division, told the
Post. “Concealing the problems won’t
help us find a solution. Such tendency
instead leads to a catastrophe.”
Doctors say that knowing the variant of the virus is important not only
to contain its spread but also to know
if the vaccine being used in the country works against the virus or not.
Nepal resumed its immunisation
drive on Wednesday with a Chinese
vaccine. The China-gifted 800,000
doses of Sinopharm vaccine arrived
in Kathmandu on March 29. These
vaccines are being administered to
those who provide essential services
defined by the government. These
include postal and telephone service
providers, public transportation workers, water supply and distribution
staff, tourism sector—hotels and restaurants—employees, and workers
engaged in production, sales and distribution of medicines, electricity
supply, storage and transportation of
consumer goods.
Nepal launched its vaccination
drive with the Oxford-AstraZeneca
type vaccine, which is manufactured
by the Serum Institute of India under
the brand name Covishield, on
January 27.
The developers have said that the
AstraZeneca vaccine has been found
effective against the UK variant.
Reports, however, suggest that the
AstraZeneca vaccine is not effective
against the South African variant,
which had prompted the South
African authorities to halt the use of

the vaccine.
Reports suggest Sinopharm vaccines are effective against both UK
and South African variants. But
Sinopharm will need to assess results
from overseas Phase III clinical trials
to decide whether its two-shot vaccine
should be followed by a booster shot,
Reuters reported last month quoting a
company executive.
Nepal so far has vaccinated a little
over 1.8 million people. Nepal needs to
inoculate 72 percent of its 30 million
population against the coronavirus.
The World Health Organisationbacked COVAX has committed to
providing around 13 million doses of
vaccine, enough to inoculate 20
percent of the total population
(around 6 million).
However, India’s temporary ban on
Covishield could come as an obstacle
to the COVAX commitment.
The China-gifted shots will be
sufficient to vaccinate around 400,000
people.
Nepal so far has reported 278,768
cases of coronavirus infections, with
3,038 deaths.
The Health Ministry said on
Wednesday that 298 people were infected in the last 24 hours with two deaths.
The number of active cases stands at
2,201 throughout the country.
Experts say Nepal does not yet
know which variant is circulating in
communities, and it has administered
the AstraZeneca vaccine in the first
two phases of vaccination and the
Sinopharm vaccines now. While inoculating as many people as possible is a
good idea, ascertaining the type of the
virus variant is equally important.
“Knowing the virus variant is
important to know if the vaccine
works,” Dr Sher Bahadur Pun, chief
of the Clinical Research Unit at
Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious
Disease Hospital, told the Post. “It also
helps the authorities understand how
infectious the virus is, how severely it
affects the people after infections and
make strategies accordingly.”
Meanwhile, the Health Ministry has
urged agencies to take utmost caution,
as the infection rate has been found
high among schoolchildren in big cities like Kathmandu and Pokhara.
In a statement on Wednesday, the
ministry called for enforcing safety
measures strictly in public transportation of big cities and in other public
places--shopping malls, bars, cinema
halls, party palaces, health clubs,
swimming pools and temples, among
others.
The ministry has urged the local
level and local administrations to
encourage people to stay in home
quarantine following their return
from abroad and monitor if they are
following safety measures properly.
“Increase contact tracing, antigen
tests, and polymerase chain reaction
tests as per the need,’’ the statement
reads.

erly evaluating their consequences,”
Vijay Kant Karna, a professor of political science at Tribhuvan University,
told the Post. “What the three parties
[the Congress, the UML and the Maoist
Centre] thought was a perfect document during the drafting process has
turned out to be flawed.”
Nepal’s adoption of the constitution
in September 2015 followed violent
protests in districts along the Tarai
plains. More than 40 people were
killed. The three parties that, however,
pushed for the constitution were the
UML, the Maoist Centre and the
Nepali Congress, as all had their own
interests involved. UML’s Oli was in a
hurry to become prime minister,
Maoist Centre’s Dahal wanted to see
the demand of the “people’s war” for a
constitution through the Constituent
Assembly fulfilled, and the Congress’
Sushil Koirala wanted to have his
name etched in history as the prime

minister who oversaw the constitution writing.
The parties failed to see the forest
for the trees.
Analysts say the drafters put focus
on details so much to avoid political
instability and incorporated rigid provisions that the same provisions have
hobbled politics as well as the parliamentary process. However, some say
rather than blaming the constitution,
the blame should go to those who are
elected to implement it.
“More than the constitutional flaws
or complexities, I find the present
deadlock a result of a lack of political
ethics among parties,” Lok Raj Baral,
a professor of political science at
Tribhuvan University, told the Post.
“The provisions were incorporated
with good intentions to ensure
stability, but our parties failed to
demonstrate political principles and
morals.”

How rigid provisions are hobbling Nepal’s political process
>> Continued from page 1
However, stung by Nepal’s history
of frequent government changes, the
drafters wrote a provision which
allows a no-confidence motion
only two years after the formation of a
government.
Article 100 (4) of the Constitution of
Nepal says one fourth of the total
number of existing members of the
House of Representatives may table a
motion of no-confidence in writing
that the House has no confidence in
the prime minister.
The provision, however, is caveated
with a statement that a motion of
no-confidence shall not be tabled until
the first two years after the appointment of the prime minister…”
“The constitution actually has in a
way closed the door for a no-confidence motion,” said Maharjan.
What has made matters even more
complicated is Article 100 (5), which

says “motion of no-confidence shall
also indicate the name of a member
proposed for the prime minister.”
In the present context, of the three
parties seeking to unseat Oli—the
Nepali Congress, the Maoist Centre or
the Janata Samajbadi Party—at least
two parties must come together, as it
will need 68 members to file a no-confidence motion.
The constitution also says if a
no-confidence motion, which is filed
after two years of appointment of a
prime minister, fails, another
similar motion cannot be filed for
another year.
Analysts say these complexities
could have spooked the parties and Oli
and leaders from his orbit are taking
advantage of such provisions to challenge them for filing a no-confidence
motion.
Speaking at a meeting of the House
of Representatives on Monday,

Minister for Foreign Affairs Pradeep
Gyawali said that the government was
under no compulsion to seek a vote of
confidence.
“The government follows the constitution which doesn’t make a vote of
confidence mandatory,” said Gyawali.
“The parties wanting to unseat the
government should file a no-confidence motion.”
Since the Maoist Centre has not
withdrawn its support to the government yet, it is still part of the government, legally. For it to file a no-confidence motion, it first needs to withdraw its support. But it fears that
withdrawing support could prompt
Oli to dissolve the House again. The
Maoist Centre instead is looking to the
Nepali Congress to file a no-confidence motion and offering the prime
minister’s post to Congress President
Sher Bahadur Deuba.
But the Congress is not sure how

the Janata Samajbadi Party is going to
respond, as the support of the party
with 32 seats is a must for the Congress
to form a government and it does not
want to see its motion fail.
If the no-confidence motion fails,
the Congress and the Maoist Centre
fear, Oli will become even more
powerful and have free rein for one
more year.
Analysts say while drawing up the
constitution, the drafters put excessive focus on technical issues and
failed to comprehend the philosophy
of the objective of writing the top law
of the country. There were major oversights as the parties, mainly the same
UML, the Nepali Congress and the
Maoist Centre, were in a rush to adopt
the constitution, not giving two hoots
about concerns raised by various sections, according to them.
“Many provisions in the constitution were incorporated without prop-
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2,656 people vaccinated
with Covid-19 jabs
provided by China
Government aims to inoculate 400,000 essential workers.
ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, APRIL 7
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A young girl pedals a rickshaw at Kupondole, Lalitpur on Wednesday.

Amnesty International paints bleak
picture of rights situation in Nepal

As many as 2,656 essential workers
have been immunised on Wednesday
with the Covid-19 vaccine provided by
China under a grant assistance.
Essential workers include postal
and telephone service providers, public transportation workers, water supply and distribution staff, tourism sector—hotels and restaurants—employees, and workers engaged in production, sales and distribution of medicines, electricity supply, storage and
transportation of consumer goods.
Health workers who missed out in
the first phase of vaccination that
began on January 27 can also get the
Chinese jabs.
The Health Ministry said that apart
from those working in essential sectors defined by the government, businessmen and truck drivers who need
to travel to China frequently have also
taken the jabs.
Nepali students pursuing higher
degrees in China but stuck in Nepal
due to the pandemic will also get the
jabs, according to Dr Jhalak Gautam,
chief of National Immunisation
Programme.
China recently introduced vaccination passports for travellers to prove
that they are free from the coronavirus infection. It has been reported that
China is resuming visa processing for
foreigners if they have been inoculated against the coronavirus with
Chinese vaccines.
The vaccines is being administered

at Bir Hospital, Paropakar Maternity
and Women’s Hospital, Sukraraj
Tropical and Infectious Disease
Hospital, Civil Hospital, National
Ayurveda Research and Training
Centre, Nepal Medical College,
Kathmandu
Medical
College,
Tribhuvan University Teaching
Hospital, Shahid Gangalal National
Heart Centre, Birendra Hospital
(Army Hospital), APF Hospital, Nepal
Police Hospital, Om Hospital and
Research Centre and Chhetrapati Free
Clinic in Kathmandu.
Patan Hospital, KIST Medical
College and Anandaban Hospital in
Lalitpur; Bhaktapur Hospital and
Nepal-Korea Friendship Municipality
Hospital of Bhaktapur, Dhulikhel
Hospital of Kavrepalanchok, Trishuli
Hospital of Nuwakot, District Hospital
Rasuwa and Barhabise Hospital of
Sindhupalchok will provide the immunisation service.
China had given 800,000 doses of
coronavirus vaccine, the BBIBP-CorV
developed by Sinopharm, an affiliate
of the state-backed pharmaceutical
giant Sinopharm, in grant. The vaccines arrived in Kathmandu last
Monday.
According to a report published in
The Lancet, inactivated BBIBP-CorV
Covid-19 vaccine is safe and well tolerated.
On December 30 last year,
Sinopharm announced the vaccine’s
efficacy at 79 percent, which was lower
than the 86 percent efficacy announced
by the United Arab Emirates on
December 9.

Report calls Nepal out for custody deaths, police brutality, curbs on freedom and failure to probe conflict-era crimes.
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, APRIL 7

Nepali authorities have failed to carry
out independent and credible investigations into several in-custody deaths
suspected to have resulted from police
torture, according to Amnesty
International.
In its global report published on
Wednesday, the human rights watchdog said police in different cases
refused to investigate the custody
deaths of detainees ruling them as
suicides, despite the families of the
deceased individuals claiming that
their loved ones were tortured to
death. At least six incidents of custody deaths were reported in 2020 across
the country, prompting Amnesty
International Nepal to appeal to the
authorities to launch independent and
impartial investigations.
Some of such incidents include the
death of Shambhu Sada Musahar, 23,
who was found dead inside the toilet
of Sabaila Area Police Office in
Dhanusha district in June last year.
Police said he died due to kidney failure against the family’s claim that his
death was a result of excessive
torture while in custody.
Similarly, in July of that same year
Raj Kumar Chepang, 24, died after

allegedly being beaten up by security
personnel inside Chitwan National
Park.
“Although the 2017 Criminal Code
criminalises torture and other
ill-treatment, no one had been convicted under it by the end of 2020,” reads
the report. “Several allegations of
deaths due to torture were reported,
particularly of Dalits and indigenous
people.”
The report has also highlighted the
excessive use of force by the security
forces on peaceful protests.
In January last year, police detained
human rights activists who were
demonstrating justice for the victims
of conflict-era crimes.
Security forces also tear gassed protesters demanding investigations and
accountability for the deaths of Dalits
in Dhanusha in July.
Likewise, a man died and two others
were critically injured in Mahottari
when security forces opened fire at
people who were protesting the rape
and murder of a six-year old girl in
November.
Despite serious reservation from
different quarters, the government
hasn’t withdrawn different bills registered in the federal parliament that
curtail the freedom of expression,
according to the report.

The Media Council Bill, the Mass
Communication
Bill
and
the
Information Technology Bill are
under consideration in the federal
parliament.
“Dozens of individuals, including
journalists, were detained for “spreading misinformation” or criticising the
government in the context of the
Covid-19 pandemic,” reads the
report. “The Nepal Press Council shut
down more than 30 news websites for
“publishing false and fabricated
news”.
Khem Thapaliya, editor-in-chief of
Jaljala, a vernacular monthly,, Sajan
Saud of eJhajhalko, an online portal,
from Pokhara and Jitendra Maharjan,
the editor of Nhugu Jwojoloppa, a
Nepal Bhasa newspaper, were among
those arrested by the authorities last
year on various pretexts. They were
released only after the Supreme Court
order.
The report says the Nepal Special
Service Bill endorsed by the National
Assembly in May last year has included broad and vague provisions allowing intrusion on the right to privacy
without judicial authorisation while
the government has prepared Bill on
Telecommunications giving authorities sweeping powers to conduct surveillance and collect and record infor-

mation on individuals and organisations without adequate legal safeguards.
The global annual report also points
out the failure towards delivering
justice and reparation for thousands
of victims of crimes under international law and human rights
violations committed during the 19962006 armed conflict.
The Truth and Reconciliation
Commission and the Commission of
Investigation on Enforced Disappeared
Persons, which together had collected
more than 66,000 complaints of crimes
committed by state security forces and
armed opposition groups, failed to
carry out effective and independent
investigations.
“The government failed to amend
the Enforced Disappearances Enquiry,
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
Act 2014 to bring it in line with
international human rights law and
standards, as repeatedly ordered by
the Supreme Court,” read the report.
“In January, the government finalised
the appointment of new commissioners to the two commissions without
adequate
consultations
with
conflict
victims
and
without
amending the law allowing amnesties
for serious crimes under international law.”
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People register their names before getting the Covid-19 shot at a vaccination centre in
Kathmandu on Wednesday.

Man arrested with
nearly 1 kg gold from
Kathmandu airport
SHUVAM DHUNGANA
KATHMANDU, APRIL 7

Customs agents and police personnel at Kathmandu’s
Tribhuvan International Airport seized nearly 1kg gold
from a passenger returning from Dubai on Tuesday night.
SSP Rajesh Nath Bastola, chief of airport security, said
934 grams of gold was recovered from Pragesh Mahara, a
passenger on a Fly Dubai flight.
“The customs agents and airport police checked Mahara’s
luggage after the metal detector beeped. They found 884
grams of gold hidden inside a rice cooker. The remaining 50
grams gold Mahara was wearing as a bracelet,” Bastola
said.
Mahara, a 35-year-old Dhanusha resident, was arrested at
the scene and taken to the Airport Customs Department for
investigation.
Bastola said it was the biggest gold bust made at the airport after international flights resumed on August 17 last
year
According to Police, Tuesday’s smuggled gold was the
highest quantity they have seized after the international
flights were resumed on August 17 after months-long Covid19 air travel restriction.
Between the fiscal years 2014-15 and 2019-20, authorities
have confiscated a total of 619kg of contraband gold, a
Nepal Police data show.
Gold smuggling cases had declined after the government
enforced a nationwide Covid-19 lockdown on March 24 and
later restricted international flights .
One airport security officer, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said many times unsuspecting passengers have
been found used by smugglers as gold couriers.
“In such cases, gold smugglers find people returning to
Nepal and pay them some money to take their belongings
with them. What those people do not know is that they are
carrying gold in the luggage that they agreed to take with
them,” the officer said.
Police believe that most of the smuggled gold that gets
confiscated in the country are bound for India and other
countries. They say Nepal is just a transit point used by
gold smugglers.
C M Y K

THURSDAY, APRIL 08, 2021 | 04

OPINION

Politics and institution building

EDITORIAL

Combat human trafficking
As many as 300 children, more girls than boys, go
missing every month in Nepal.
Last week, seven girls went missing from Bhangaha Municipality
in Mahottari district. According to family members, the girls
aged between 10-18 years old had gone to collect fodder in the
nearby Ajgewa village at around 2 pm and had not returned
home until 7 pm. The news rocked the village. The police were
informed, following which the District Police Office mobilised
its personnel; but the search for the missing girls throughout
the night was all in vain.
The next day, news arrived that the seven missing girls had
been found across the border in Sitamarhi in the Indian state of
Bihar, and were in the safe custody of the Indian police.
Although the news relieved the children’s families, Bhangaha’s
Mayor Sanjib Sah says it is impossible that the girls could have
wandered across the border all by themselves, leaving room for
an investigation of a human trafficking racket in operation
along the porous Nepal-India border.
Earlier in January, the border city of Birgunj witnessed a
similar incident. As the Post reported, two sixth-graders did not
return home after their weekend tutorial classes. Family members, neighbours and the police looked everywhere for them;
but there was no sign of the children anywhere. The boys had
crossed the border and reached the Indian city of Patna, more
than 200 km away, and after roaming around a bus park the next
day, they sought help from the Indian police. The children were
reunited with their family the next day.
Thousands of children, more girls than boys, go missing
every year in Nepal. In the fiscal year 2017-18, 2,330 children—1,407 girls and 923 boys—went missing from different
parts of the country. Cases of missing children in 2018-19 rose to
3,422, with 2,371 girls and 1,051 boys. Last fiscal year, 2,729 children—1,898 girls and 831 boys—went missing. Most of the children who go missing have been found, with an improved success rate of 81 percent last year; but it has not always been the
case. Hundreds of children who are never found are vulnerable
to trafficking and exploitation, leaving their families in pain
and suffering.
According to government data, as many as 300 children go
missing every month, and not a single day goes by without a
report of missing children. Officials at the National Centre for
Children at Risk say reports of at least four to five children of
all age groups are filed daily, and reports spike during the festival season or when families go shopping. Worse, experts who
work in combating human trafficking fear that the actual number could be higher since many cases are not even reported. But
government officials counter that the actual number could be
lower because they do not account for children who are reunited
with their families.
The National Report on Trafficking in Persons estimates that
some 5,000 children were trafficked in 2018-19. This is an alarming figure, which experts say shows a strong link between missing children and their higher probability of being trafficked.
There has been commendable work by various agencies and the
Nepal Police in the past decade to combat human trafficking,
but as the aftermath of the Gorkha earthquakes showed, children are more vulnerable to human trafficking, sex trade,
forced labour and other abuses.
It is imperative that the government urgently address human
trafficking and take stronger steps to eliminate it; but without
identifying and intervening in the root causes of what enables
human trafficking rackets to thrive in Nepal, awareness campaigns and mitigation measures will only ever bring us so far.

SHUTTERSTOCK

Political tactics and
short-term gains trump
institution-building for
frontline politicians.
PRAMOD MISHRA

CROSSROADS

Nepal is a laboratory for many things,
from environment and culture to geopolitics and democracy. It’s also an
experiment in how a country that
remained independent and isolated
from direct colonial rule can stumble
through the fog in institution building.
The absence of direct British colonialism gave Nepal no advantage whatsoever other than its United Nations sovereignty. In all matters, it remained a
poor imitation of India.
The classic oriental despot Ranas
gave way to Cold War despots in the
father-son duo, Mahendra and
Birendra, whose farcical imitation was
Gyanendra. Nepal’s Brahmin prime
ministers since 1990 couldn’t be exactly
like their oriental despot sovereigns,
but they were no better. No prime minister, not even Baburam Bhattarai—
individually a visionary but structurally weak—thought of building institutions, such as autonomous universities
and libraries.
All their energies went into building
only their personal clout, their factions
within their parties and their parties,

but seldom a system of structurally
strong institutions. To be sure, they
somehow slapped together a flawed
constitution, but nobody invested any
energy in really empowering the common people by building strong institutions from the federal to local levels.
Even the local government they envisioned was to add another layer of
administration rather than empowering common people through knowledge
and information. As a result, the local
Ward Chief has now become the new
bureaucrat with all the inherent flaws.
Common Nepalis, on the other hand,
are a hard-working and enterprising
lot. They, men and women, are risk-takers. They venture abroad for economic
opportunities. Even before globalisation opened doors for them to leave for
the West and the Tiger economies of
South East Asia or petro-economies of
the Middle East to settle permanently
or as migrant workers, they had taken
risks to join the British Army—these
raw, barely literate villagers—to settle
all over the North-East of India and
even in Burma. And now, they are
everywhere. And everywhere they are
known as hard-working, honest and
sincere people.
But those who have stayed in Nepal,
particularly those who by virtue of
structural dividends get hold of state
power through politics or bureaucracy,
have done much sloganeering about
Nepali nationalism but ultimately
sought to build only their own personal
wealth and their party cadres shortterm gains. They have had little to no
interest in empowering the common
people. The consequences have been
disastrous.
Only one example will suffice. Look
at the number of migrant workers
dying in Malaysia and the Middle East.

We have seen a steady stream of body
bags returning home ever since the
government opened teh doors for
migrants to go and work in these labour
destinations. Why? You would think
that these migrant workers had gone
into some battlefield or war zone as
combatants rather than menial workers. On the other hand, those who join
the British or Indian armies die only
when there is war. Why are migrant
workers dying in such numbers?
Can’t the government form a
commission to investigate the reasons?
Can’t it find solutions after the investigation? Especially when the country’s
economy runs on remittance these
migrant workers sent back to the
country?
The situation of Nepali workers
dying in hordes overseas is just one
example of a lack of leadership at the
political level. The system is built in a
way that only mediocre but clever people, like the present prime minister, get
to the top. These people have no sense
of posterity. By the time they reach the
top through cut-throat party ranks,
they become jaded, callous and assimilated into the corrupt machinery of the
system.
Lack of vision combined with this
jadedness renders these men—and
these have only been men—not only
incompetent but damaging to the system. Rather than making steady
improvements in institution-building
and empowering people structurally,
they engage in the old feudal ways of
building a clientele. The present prime
minister, KP Oli, is the worst example
of that, as he has demonstrated ever
since he became the prime minister.
But one can’t expect anything better
from the present frontline leaders.
They are all birds of the same feather.

Otherwise, why wouldn’t they join
hands to oust Mr Oli, the man who
nearly destroyed the constitution?
Political tactics and short-term political gain trumps institution-building for
these frontline politicians. What is the
solution?
The citizens’ movement that has
come forth since past December is one
solution. It has discursively advanced
the vision of an inclusive, full democracy. And it has vowed to keep the movement active and become a monitoring
force for the country’s politics. But a
worldwide citizens’ organisation is
essential to join hands with the in-country citizens’ movement in order to support and coordinate and make the politicians listen and act.
The worldwide organisation will be
non-hierarchical and free. It will organise discussions and make small collections to support such issues as good
governance, justice and institution
building from the federal to local levels.
Only parallel citizens’ organisations
from the international to national and
local levels can counter the structural
shortcomings of the political parties
and their politicians, because among
the citizens will be highly educated
professionals as well as concerned citizens who do not want to be tied down
by the pettiness or time commitment
that any permanent party or hierarchical organisation demands.
One of the important outcomes of
this spread of the citizens’ movement
would be to prepare the future generation of leaders, those who are now in
schools and colleges, to join politics
with a different mindset than is possible now. Otherwise, there is no end to
this sluggish political charade that the
present lot of leaders are conducting in
Nepal.

A Covid-19 counterfactual for Europe
The arrival of the pandemic
could have catalysed the
emergence of a stronger, more
integrated European Union.
YANIS VAROUFAKIS

Imagine that the coronavirus pandemic, rather than undermining confidence in the European Union, had
strengthened it. Imagine that Covid-19
had persuaded EU leaders to overcome years of acrimony and fragmentation. Imagine that it had catalysed
the emergence this year of a stronger,
more integrated bloc to which the
world looked for global leadership.
Imagine. It isn’t hard to do.
At the end of February 2020, two
weeks before the World Health
Organisation declared a pandemic,
the EU Council had already instructed
the European Commission to coordinate Europe’s war against the coronavirus. Within days, the Commission
compiled a list of essential gear in
short supply across Europe, from protective equipment to intensive care
units, and placed orders with manufacturers. It also convened Cov-Comm,
a committee of top epidemiologists
and representatives of EU public
health systems to offer daily guidance.
Liberated of the need to procure
essential supplies and work out optimal travel and social distancing strategies, national governments concentrated on implementing the emergent
EU plan.
By the time, a month later, the pandemic had shown its teeth in northern
Italy, truckloads of protective gear,
oxygen canisters, intensive care
machinery, and even doctors and nurses began to arrive from across Europe,
all coordinated by Brussels. While the

European Parliament debated the
finer points of balancing civil
liberties and public health, the
Commission continued to map out, in
cooperation with national governments, the needs of health-care systems across the EU.
In March, Cov-Comm recommended
lockdowns, with rules varying from
region to region. The European
Council backed the Commission’s
plan for a quarantine rollout, to be
reviewed daily. As Europeans entered
quarantine, a network of mass testing
centres was erected across the EU.
Regular testing in every neighbourhood, near every school, and at or
close to every workplace would enable
a coordinated, safe exit from horizontal lockdown.
April being the cruellest month, the
number of casualties spiked, but at
least hospitals coped well, thanks to
the pooling of equipment and
human resources across Europe.
Asked by journalists how visiting foreign doctors and nurses communicated with their Italian and Spanish colleagues inside the intensive care
wards, a German anesthesiologist
replied, ‘In the face of death, medical
professionals
communicate
by
osmosis.’
With the lockdowns pummeling
both consumption and production,
Europe’s economies entered the worst
recession in memory. Unlike the euro
crisis a decade earlier, the pandemic
dragged down economic activity
throughout Europe. The common foe,
along with the spirit of solidarity in
health care, engendered a new mood,
which soon permeated official circles.
The result was a ground-breaking resolution, approved in early May by the
Eurogroup of finance ministers, and
then by the European Council. Next
Generation Europe, or NGE, was then
launched immediately.
Four pillars made the NGE a prelude to Europe’s proper unification.
There was a common mechanism to
absorb the inevitable rise in public
debt as states struggled to support
businesses and employment. A central
health fund would now pay for the
fight against Covid-19, including vac-

cination procurement. A cash payment to every European would lift all
boats at once. And a proper investment programme would finance the
Green Energy Union Europe so badly
needs.
To build the NGE’s four pillars, EU
leaders had to clear the hurdle that
had blocked them during all previous
crises by figuring out how to simulate
a federal government without violating the letter of EU laws and treaties.
The solution on which the NGE project turned was ingenious. At the crucial April 2020 Council meeting,
Germany’s lame-duck chancellor,
Angela Merkel, reportedly said: ‘As
our only common institution with real
firepower, the European Central Bank
was always going to bear the burden.
Let us at least put it to good use.’
European leaders did just that. To
absorb the inevitable rise in public
debt, all member states’ primary
budget deficits (net of debt payments)
since March 2020 would be financed by
30-year bonds issued by the ECB. The
bonds’ long maturity meant that
Europe’s leaders were giving themselves 30 years to form a proper federal government, complete with a common Treasury, lest the ECB be
forced to print the money to repay
bondholders. ‘If Europe cannot
unite within three decades,’ said
French President Emmanuel Macron
in the May European Council meeting, ‘maybe we do not deserve our
Union.’
EU leaders had crossed the Rubicon,
and now the NGE’s solutions to other
problems emerged. For example, to
fund vaccine research and development, and pay for local production
under license across Europe, the ECB
promised to purchase zero-coupon
perpetual bonds issued by pharmaceutical companies. Nothing in the
ECB’s charter prevents it from purchasing corporate bonds, so the EU
could use this mechanism to fund a
successful vaccination programme as
well as other basic health goods to be
shared among all Europeans. Even
better, the EU used this mechanism to
procure hundreds of millions of vaccine doses for distribution to neigh-
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bouring and developing countries free
of charge.
Then there was the NGE’s cash
injection programme, the equivalent
of the federal government checks that
US households received during the
pandemic. EU leaders discovered that
nothing in the ECB’s charter, or in any
EU treaty, prevented the ECB from
crediting every European adult’s primary bank account with 2,000 ($2,350),
at a total cost of no more than 750
billion. With every European, whether
German or Greek, Dutch or
Portuguese, receiving the same
amount, the EU treaties’ prohibition
of fiscal transfers and bailouts of one
member state by another was never

violated.
Lastly, the NGE directed the
European Investment Bank to issue
bonds roughly equivalent to 5 percent
of Europe’s total income, also to be
backed in the bond markets by the
ECB. This funded a new European
Green Works Agency to develop the
EU’s Green Energy Union and, more
generally, to finance Europe’s Green
New Deal.
While infection rates rose and
fell, by December 2020 the coordinated
rollout of Europe’s vaccination
programme arrested the virus’s
spread. Europeans celebrated the
arrival of 2021 with tangible expectations of shared, green prosperity.

Meanwhile, Europe’s global standing
improved, including in post-Brexit
Britain. Shipments of vaccines
donated by the EU played a role, but
not as large as Europe’s demonstration that unity and solidarity
had, at last, prevailed across our
continent.
All of this could have happened, but
none of it did. Understanding why
may prove to be a source of gloom or,
if we choose, a springboard for change.
Varoufakis, a former finance minister
of Greece, is leader of the MeRA25
party and Professor of Economics at
the University of Athens.
— Project Syndicate
C M Y K
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Interest-free loan scheme
stalls for lack of preparations
The project aims to help marginalised people, women, disabled persons and
workers who return from foreign jobs become self-employed.
AMRITA ANMOL
BUTWAL, APRIL 7

A subsidy scheme named Zero Interest
Rate, which provides interest-free
loans to marginalised people, women,
disabled persons and returned
migrant workers to become self-employed, has failed to make progress.
The initiative—launched by the provincial Ministry of Industry, Tourism,
Forest and Environment of Lumbini
province—ran aground for lack of
coordination between the borrowers,
Nepal Bank Limited and the provincial government.
Provincial Minister of Industry,
Tourism, Forest and Environment
Leela Giri said that some of the conditions for obtaining loans needed to be
modified to simplify the paperwork.
“We are in the process of studying
the suggestions sent in by the stakeholders and potential borrowers,” he
said. “There are two sets of conditions—collateral or guarantee and
registration of the business—to get a
loan. “These conditions look difficult
for marginalised people to fulfil,” said
Giri. The programme was introduced
targeting people who had lost their
businesses due to the Covid-19 pandemic, foreign employment returnees,
jobless persons, disabled persons, conflict victims, marginalised people and
single women.
On December 6, the ministry and
Nepal Bank Limited reached an agreement to issue Rs430 million in loans
annually. The ministry would pay the
bank 7.25 percent interest for three
years, and the bank would issue the
loan without charging interest.

FOREX
US Dollar
Euro
Pound Sterling
Japanese Yen
Chinese Yuan
Qatari Riyal
Australian Dollar

119.59
142.22
165.35
10.89
18.28
32.84
91.22
Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank

Shares
2,671.61pts

Nepse

-0.11%

The ministry has allocated Rs100
million from the Entrepreneurship
Fund to make the interest payments
for this fiscal year.
The scheme had planned to provide
loans to 1,300 people in this fiscal year
2020-21. But only seven loan agreements had been signed as of the first
eight months while 44 loan applications are being processed.
The Cottage and Small Scale
Industry Office has issued recommendations for the interest-free loans to
133 people. Lekhnath Bhusal, chief of
Nepal Bank Limited, Lumbini region,
said that most of the borrowers recommended by the Cottage and Small
Scale Industry Office were not eligible
for loans as per banking norms.
“More than 90 percent of the applicants have sought loans for agricultural projects. There are people who have
raised one or two buffaloes, and two or
four goats, and they are doing it in the
traditional way and not commercially
as per the project’s objective,” he said.
“Most of them are not clear
about the land collateral that they
have to show and about the project’s
objective. It will be problematic for
the bank to invest without collateral,”
he added.
According to the work procedure,
only those entrepreneurs who have
registered their firms this fiscal year
can get the interest-free loans.
Depending on the project proposal and
collateral, they can get funding from
Rs500,000 to Rs1 million.
The project lasts a maximum of five
years. Many potential beneficiaries do
not know that they have to repay the
loan in instalments. Some of the hope-

IMF officials endorse
Biden’s corporate tax hike,
global minimum plan
REUTERS
WASHINGTON, APRIL 7
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fuls returned after being told by the
bank that they have to start repaying
the loan right from the beginning.
“The government pays the interest,
and we have to pay back the loan in
instalments monthly or quarterly,”
said Sumitra BK of Tilottama
Municipality-12 who operates Sumitra
Food Industries.
“It will be difficult to make instalment payments from the start as there
won’t be enough income in the initial
phase of the operation,” she added.
Rajendra KC, secretary of the provincial Ministry of Industry, Tourism,
Forest and Environment, said that
most of the people who have heard
about the scheme are under the
impression that they do not have to
pay back the money.
“People mistakenly thought that
they would get the entire loan without
interest after submitting the necessary paperwork.”
The bank was also reluctant to issue
loans to the applicants as they lacked
adequate documents.
The ministry had warned the bank
in February after receiving complaints from potential borrowers that
they did not get the loan immediately
even after completing the paperwork.
“Subsequently, the bank started
studying the documents submitted by
the loan seekers in earnest,” KC said.
Economics analyst Manikar Kark
said the project ran into obstacles as it
was launched without doing proper
homework.
“The targeted group does not know
about the project’s objective and the
banking process,” he said. “There is a
lack of awareness among the people.”

International Monetary Fund officials
on Wednesday endorsed US President
Joe Biden’s plan to raise corporate
income taxes and negotiate a global
minimum tax, adding that companies
and wealthy individuals that have
prospered during the pandemic can
afford to pay more.
“The IMF has been calling for a
minimum global corporate income tax
rate as a way to interrupt the race to
the bottom in corporate income taxation,” IMF Fiscal Affairs Director
Vitor Gaspar told a news conference.
“And that is something which is
important to ensure that governments
have the resources needed to the various spending priorities that they have
to serve.”
Biden’s tax plan, which is expected
to be discussed by G20 finance officials on Wednesday, seeks to deter
multinational companies from shifting profits to low-tax jurisdictions by
setting a broadly agreed global minimum.Paolo Mauro, the IMF deputy
fiscal director, said there was an
opportunity for wealthier countries to
reverse the erosion of their revenues

by adding a Covid-19 tax “surcharge”
for wealthy individuals and corporations. “In advanced economies, there
is an opportunity to reverse some of
that erosion through action, both on
the corporate income tax, and also
other taxes such as personal income
taxes or closing loopholes in capital
income taxation, property taxes,
inheritance taxes so there’s a whole
menu of options available to policymakers,” Mauro said.
A corporate tax surcharge would
recognize that “some corporates have
done very well and have done very
well in terms of stock market valuation” during the pandemic, Mauro
said. The IMF’s Fiscal Monitor
report, released separately, recommended that despite rising debt
levels, countries continue targeted
support, especially for vaccines,
which could accelerate their economic
and fiscal recoveries.
Gaspar said that it was important
for some countries to start to build
medium-term fiscal credible frameworks for more balance between
spending and revenues.
He did not specify a specific time
period, but this could take longer for
many countries.

INTERVIEW

‘Digital payment has become
a big focus for us’
Online marketplace Daraz has announced its next big campaign—Daraz Nawa Barsha 2078, Nawa Barshako
Bhabya Sale—which will kick off on April 11. The company has promised to launch amazing deals, exciting offers,
special payment partner discounts, and a chance for its customers to win grand prizes including a brand new
Datsun Redi Go. Krishana Prasain of The Kathmandu Post caught up with Lino Ahlering, managing director of
Daraz Nepal, to talk about the company’s new promotion and the e-commerce business in Nepal, which has grown
rapidly since the Covid-19 pandemic hit the country last year. Excerpts:
How did Daraz perform in 2020?
The first lockdown [from March 24 to
July 21] was very strict, and we could
not sell beyond essential items that
included groceries, masks and sanitisers. Business dropped during the
lockdown period in terms of volume,
but when the lockdown was lifted, it
started booming. Last year, business
grew by 60 percent year-on-year. A lot
of sellers went online for the first
time. The adaptation and awareness
of e-commerce changed quite significantly. There were a lot of new sellers
going online across the country, and
we also saw a lot of buyers online.
E-commerce was usually for young
people; but during the pandemic, we
saw more buyers who were above 60
years of age preferring to shop online.

What is the Nepali New Year 2078
campaign about? What can consumers expect from it, and what is your
expectation?
We could not host this campaign last
year due to the lockdown. But we did a
successful campaign during Nepali
New Year in 2019. For us, it’s not
only about 11.11 or other big
campaigns, but we always want to
start Nepali New Year on a positive
note. Even this year, it is more necessary because everyone is in the midst
of a pandemic state. We have this
grand New Year sale now, and this is
definitely a huge sale for us as we have
a lot more products in line. We have a
lot more new products, banks are joining with us to give discounts and in
mega giveaways, and we are offering
cars as grand prizes this time.

Why did you choose the Nepali New
Year, going beyond the traditional
10.10, 11.11 and 12.12 campaigns?
11.11 is always huge in terms of traditional shopping globally. We want to
launch something at the beginning of
the Nepali New Year as well. The 2019
edition was very successful. We are
investing lots of money to make this
campaign a successful one.

The year 2021 is a fresh start for all
businesses. How is Daraz’s planning?
We had to park a lot of projects aside
last year, and one of them was expansion. We are delivering to 45 cities, and
expanding to other places would
have come much earlier. But due to
Covid-19, we could not focus so much
on our expansion strategy. This
year, our focus is a lot more on growth
and expansion so that we reach out
to more buyers and sellers online.
We also have plans to increase our
significance from 500,000 products to
1.5 million.
We also want to make sure to make
the shopping experience better
because that is the most important
thing every day. We have to keep

In the beginning, it’s all about education because people feel sensitive putting their card details online, and it is
a justified concern. We needed awareness and education for it. Our technology from Alibaba is the safest to make
sure that these card details are
secured. We gave card discounts earlier together with banks and digital
wallets so that people would try it out,
which most of the people did and
stuck to it.
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Lino Ahlering
improving. We have around 1 million
users using Daraz App every month.
We need to have a regular dialogue on
a daily basis to seek more feedback on
what we can improve.
The process on seller time and delivery timeline and cancellation is much
lower in the region than Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. We have
600 people working with us, and the
team will become 1,000 individuals
soon.

Nepal’s e-commerce market has
shown robust growth from last year.
What categories, particularly, do you
think will grow rapidly?
The pattern that we saw for Daraz
Nepal was very similar to what other
e-commerce markets around the world
actually sees. Due to the disturbance
in the supply chain, electronic items
did not grow much last year. We grew
very big in terms of groceries as
supermarkets were closed during the
lockdown. Then we started collaborating with supermarkets like Big Mart.
Lifestyle items have also grown quite
significantly. Groceries will keep
growing, the fastest growth across all
categories. Electronics and fashion
was a big one in the past. Fashion is
gradually recovering in the past few
months with everything starting to
open gradually, and we expect that
electronics is going to recover with
the supply chain becoming stable.

Where do you stand on promoting
prepayment over cash on delivery?
What are your other strategies that
can help Nepal become a cashless
society?
Digital payment has become a big
focus for us since April 2019. Two
years back, 100 percent of the transactions was cash on delivery, now 40
percent of the transactions is being
done through cards and e-wallets,
which is a huge number for a country
like Nepal. The customer friendly
experience and safety is driving people to go for digital payment. After
acquisition by Alibaba, we tried to
take all the learning that we have from
Alibaba China and bring it to Nepal.

The government has prepared a draft
e-commerce bill. How is it going to
help the growth of e-commerce in
Nepal? Do you have any comments
on the draft?
For the first time, e-commerce companies were talking to each other last
year during the lockdown as they were
associating with each other and discussing with the government. On the
one hand, we were competitors; and
on the other hand, we jointly
figured out something for the best
interest of this industry. We formed
an e-business association; and through
that channel, we discussed with the
ministries concerned. The Nepal
government put its focus on e-commerce quite quickly. The more the
industry is governed, the safer it
becomes for buyers, sellers and also
for intermediaries like us. We were
having a lot of discussion especially
around January and February, and we
were having a lot of meetings and giving feedback on the proposed draft.
There is almost a final version after
giving the final feedback through the
association.

In the initial phases, there were complaints about wrong delivery, delayed
settlement and higher prices compared to the market. How has the
company addressed all these issues?
I hope we are getting better with the
feedback we are getting from our customers. If you launch in an emerging
market, even if you have the greatest
technology and expertise, you cannot
have a perfect system from day one.
We can be as good as the local sellers
and banks, and then it is up to us as
the market leader to lead that change.
Everyone in this platform needs to
improve. We have done a lot of
improvement in terms of training. We
have also been strict sometimes by
delisting sellers if they are not fulfilling top quality standards. We are still
giving lots of training to sellers and
following them. And being facilitators
between buyers and sellers, we could
never manage pricing, but we make
sure that there is a lot of transparency
through ratings, algorithms putting
good products up in the list, and delisting the poor products. We are trying
to spot the price if it goes higher than
normal, and make sure we take action
on it. Buyers can make decisions with
the transparency that we create.

Hotel Yak & Yeti launches Lounge 77
KATHMANDU: Hotel Yak & Yeti is introducing its
revamped Lounge 77, previously known as Piano
Bar, with ‘WAoTS’P-We Are On the Same Page’
event happening every Friday. The concept of
WAoTS’P- We Are on the Same Page is the similar and continuation of This. Is. Kathmandu –
For The Resilient People of The Valley, a successful sold-out NYE 2021 event at Hotel Yak and
Yeti, reads the press release issued by the hotel.
Some of the major attractions of WAoTS’P
include live music performance, exclusive
‘WAoTS’P snacks and cocktails menu, surprise
offer of the week and special giveaways.
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WORLD
BRIEFING
Turkey sentences dozens to life
terms over 2016 failed coup
ANKARA: A Turkish court sentenced
dozens of people, including former
soldiers attached to the presidential
guard regiment, to life imprisonment
on Wednesday over their involvement
in the 2016 failed coup attempt
against President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s government, the state-run
Anadolu Agency reported. A total of
497 defendants had been on trial since
2017 for attempting to seize the military headquarters in Ankara,
occupying the headquarters of the
state broadcaster TRT, and of
forcing a television broadcaster to
read out a statement on behalf of
the coup-plotters.

Kagame welcomes French
report into Rwanda genocide
KIGALI: Rwandan President Paul
Kagame on Wednesday welcomed a
historic report commissioned by
Paris that concluded France bears
overwhelming responsibilities over
the 1994 genocide in his country.
“We welcome this report, because it
marks an important step toward a
common understanding of what
took place,” Kagame said at an
annual ceremony to mark the start
of the genocide, in which 800,000 people were slaughtered in 100 days.
“It also marks the change, it shows
the desire, even for leaders in
France, to move forward with a
good understanding of what
happened.”

Third health minister fired in
virus-hit Czech Republic
PRAGUE: Czech Prime Minster Andrej
Babis fired his health minister
on Wednesday, the third health
minister who has been ousted
during the pandemic in one of
Europe’s hardest-hit countries. Jan
Blatny was replaced by Petr
Arenberger, the director of Prague’s
University Hospital Vinohrady,
who was sworn in by President
Milos Zeman. The move opens the
way for a possible use of Russian
and Chinese vaccines, which have
not been approved by the European
Union’s drug regulator. Babis
repeatedly criticized Blatny over
his handling of the pandemic,
including imposing strict conditions
for the use of experimental drugs
(AGENCIES)
to treat Covid-19 patients.

Rare clots possibly linked to AstraZeneca
vaccine, EU drug regulator says
Most of the cases reported have occurred in women under 60 within two weeks of vaccination—but based
on the currently available evidence, it was not able to identify specific risk factors.
ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, APRIL 7

The European Union’s drug regulator
said on Wednesday that it found a
“possible
link”
between
the
AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine and
a rare clotting disorder but recommended that vaccinations continue in
adults, saying the benefits of the shot
still outweigh risks.
The European Medicines Agency
described the clots as “very rare” side
effects. It said most of the cases
reported have occurred in women
under 60 within two weeks of vaccination—but based on the currently available evidence, it was not able to identify specific risk factors. Experts
reviewed several dozen cases that
came mainly from Europe and the
United Kingdom, where around 25
million people have received the
AstraZeneca vaccine.
“The reported cases of unusual
blood clotting following vaccination
with the AstraZeneca vaccine should
be listed as possible side effects of the
vaccine,” said Emer Cooke, the agency’s executive director.
But it placed no new age restrictions on using the vaccine in people 18
and over, as some countries have done.
“The risk of mortality from
Covid is much greater than the risk of
mortality from these side effects.,”
Cooke said.
The EMA, the World Health
Organization and numerous other
health authorities have said repeatedly that the AstraZeneca vaccine is safe
and effective and that the protection it
offers against Covid-19 outweighs the
small risks of rare blood clots—a message the EMA repeated on Wednesday.
The announcement could have
far-reaching effects on the use of the
shot that is key to global efforts to end
the pandemic.
The EMA is particularly focused on
two types of rare blood clots: one that
appears in multiple blood vessels and
another that occurs in a vein that
drains blood from the brain. It also
evaluated reports of people who had
low levels of blood platelets, which
puts them at risk of severe bleeding.

AP/RSS

The benefits of the shot still outweigh risks, according to the European Medicines Agency.
As recently as last week, the EMA
said “there is no evidence that would
support restricting the use of this
vaccine in any population”—a
response to several countries doing
just that—though an expert said more
brain clots were being reported than
would be expected.
In March, more than a dozen
countries, mostly in Europe, suspended their use of AstraZeneca over
the blood clot issue. Most restarted—
some with age restrictions—after
the EMA said countries should
continue using the potentially life-saving vaccine.
The suspensions were seen as particularly damaging for AstraZeneca
because they came after repeated missteps in how the company reported
data on the vaccine’s effectiveness and
concerns over how well its shot
worked in older people. That has led to
frequently changing advice in some
countries on who can take the vaccine,
raising worries that AstraZeneca’s
credibility could be permanently damaged, spurring more vaccine hesitancy and prolonging the pandemic.
Dr Peter English, who formerly

chaired
the
British
Medical
Association’s Public Health Medicine
Committee, said the back-and-forth
over the AstraZeneca vaccine globally
could have serious consequences.
“We can’t afford not to use this vaccine if we are going to end the pandemic,” he said.
That’s because the vaccine is
cheaper and easier to store than
many others, is critical to Europe’s
immunisation campaign and a pillar
of
the UN-backed programme
known as COVAX that aims to get vaccines to some of the world’s poorest
countries. It has been endorsed for
use in more than 50 countries,
including by the 27-nation EU and
WHO. US authorities are still evaluating the vaccine.
The governor of Italy’s northern
Veneto region had said earlier
Wednesday that any decision to
change the guidance on AstraZeneca
would cause major disruptions to
immunisations—at a time when
Europe is already struggling to ramp
them up—and could create more confusion about the shot.
“If they do like Germany, and allow

Astra Zeneca only to people over 65,
that would be absurd. Before it was
only for people under 55. Put yourself
in the place of citizens, it is hard to
understand anything,” Luca Zaia told
reporters on Wednesday.
The
latest
suspension
of
AstraZeneca came in Spain’s Castilla
y León region, where health chief
Verónica Casado said on Wednesday
that “the principle of prudence” drove
her to put a temporary hold on the
vaccine that she still backed as being
both effective and necessary.
“If there are in fact individuals of a
certain age group that could have a
higher risk (of clotting) then we need
to adjust its use,” Casado told Spanish
public radio. “We are not questioning
AstraZeneca. We need all the vaccines
possible to reach the goal of 70 percent
of the adult population.”
French health authorities said they,
too, were awaiting EMA’s conclusions
and would follow the agency’s recommendations, especially for the 500,000
people who have received a first dose
of AstraZeneca.
Even officials in Asia said they
were keen to hear the EMA’s decision.
On Wednesday, South Korea said it
would temporarily suspend the use of
AstraZeneca’s vaccine in people 60
and younger.
The Korea Disease Control and
Prevention Agency said it would also
pause a vaccine rollout to school nurses and teachers that was to begin on
Thursday, while awaiting the outcome
of the EMA’s review.
English, the former chair of the
British drug regulator, said that even
rare, serious side effects are seen with
established vaccines and that policymakers often decide that bigger public
health goals warrants their use, citing
the polio vaccine as an example. For
every million doses that are given of
the oral polio vaccine, about one child
is paralyzed from the live virus contained in the vaccine.
On Tuesday, AstraZeneca and
Oxford University, which developed
the vaccine, paused a study of the shot
in children while the UK regulator
evaluates the link between the shot
and rare blood clots in adults.

Taiwan will fight
‘to the very last day’
if China attacks
ASSOCIATED PRESS
TAIPEI, APRIL 7

Taiwan’s
foreign
minister
on
Wednesday said the island will defend
itself “to the very last day” if attacked
by China.
Joseph Wu said China’s attempts at
conciliation while engaging in military intimidation are sending “mixed
signals” to the island’s residents.
China claims Taiwan as its own
territory to be won over peacefully or
by force. Wu noted China flew 10 warplanes into Taiwan’s air defense identification zone on Monday and
deployed an aircraft carrier group for
exercises near Taiwan.

China claims
Taiwan as its own
territory to be
won over peacefully
or by force.
“We are willing to defend ourselves,
that’s without any question,” Wu told
reporters. “We fill fight a war if we
need to fight a war, and if we need to
defend ourselves to the very last day,
then we will defend ourselves to the
very last day.”
China does not recognize Taiwan’s
democratically elected government,
and leader Xi Jinping has said “unification” between the sides cannot be
put off indefinitely.
“On the one hand they want to
charm the Taiwanese people by sending their condolences, but at the same
time they are also sending their military aircraft and military vessels closer to Taiwan aimed at intimidating
Taiwan’s people,” Wu said at a ministry briefing.
“The Chinese are sending very
mixed signals to the Taiwanese people
and I would characterize that as
self-defeating,” Wu said.
The vast improvements in China’s
military capabilities and its increasing activity around Taiwan have
raised concerns in the US, which is
legally bound to ensure Taiwan is
capable of defending itself and to
regard all threats to the island’s security as matters of “grave concern.”

Myanmar group compiles junta abuses
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
YANGON, APRIL 7

A group representing Myanmar’s
ousted civilian government said
Wednesday it has gathered 180,000
pieces of evidence showing rights
abuses by the junta including torture
and extrajudicial killings.
The country has been in turmoil
since the army deposed civilian leader
Aung San Suu Kyi on February 1, with
nearly 600 people killed in a crackdown on anti-coup protests.
A lawyer for the Committee for
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
(CRPH)—a group of MPs from Suu
Kyi’s National League for Democracy
(NLD) party—met UN investigators
Wednesday to discuss alleged atrocities by the junta.
“CRPH has received 180,000 items
of evidence. This evidence shows
widescale abuses of human rights
by the military,” the group said in a
statement.
They include more than 540 extrajudicial executions, 10 deaths of prisoners in custody, torture, illegal detentions and disproportionate use of
force against peaceful protests, the
statement said.
Demonstrations calling for the
return of democracy and the release
of Suu Kyi from detention have rocked
Myanmar almost daily since the coup.
Civil servants, doctors and other
key workers have downed tools as part
of a civil disobedience movement
aimed at preventing the military from
running the country.
In response, the security forces have
used rubber bullets and live rounds to
break up rallies and detained thousands of activists, some in night raids.
The Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners (AAPP), a local
monitoring group, says 581 civilians
have been killed in the crackdown and
more than 2,700 arrested.
Nearly 50 of the dead were children.
With many protest supporters and
NLD activists now in hiding to escape
arrest, the junta is increasingly taking
their family members hostage, according to AAPP.
The head of the military authorities, General Min Aung Hlaing, insisted they had dealt with the protests “in
a democratic way”, in a speech reported Wednesday by the state-run Global
New Light of Myanmar newspaper.
He accused the protest movement of
wanting to “destroy the country” and
said only 248 protesters had been
killed, along with 16 police officers.
International powers have voiced
anger and dismay at the junta’s brutal
approach, and imposed sanctions on
key officials.
But while the UN Security Council
has condemned civilian deaths, it has

AFP/RSS

A man sits in front of shutters decorated with graffiti in support of the civil disobedience
movement and the three-finger salute made by protesters demonstrating against the military
coup in Yangon on Wednesday.
stopped short of considering sanctions. Both China and Russia have
come out against sanctions, arguing
they risked making the situation
worse.
And so far, the diplomatic pressure
appears to be having little effect
as the deaths and detentions continue
every day.
At least three people were killed on
Wednesday in the northern town of
Kalay when security forces broke up a
protest camp, an NLD lawmaker and
an activist told AFP.
The activist from Women For
Justice in Kalay accused the military
of using at least one rocket-propelled
grenade on the protesters, and said
the true death toll could be higher.
Robert Volterra, a lawyer for the
CRPH—which claims the right to
speak for the country instead of the
junta—held talks with the UN’s
Independent Investigative Mechanism
for Myanmar on Wednesday.
A spokeswoman for the IIMM confirmed the meeting with the body’s
head, Nicholas Koumjian, but refused
to give further details.
Ahead of the meeting, the CRPH
said it was “intended to discuss the
modalities of dialogue and cooperation between Myanmar (acting

through CRPH) and the IIMM in
relation to the atrocities committed by
the military”.
Rights group Amnesty International
last month reported that the junta was
using battlefield weapons on unarmed
protesters and carrying out premeditated killings orchestrated by their
commanding officers.
The growing bloodshed has prompted warnings that Myanmar could
slide into broader civil war, particularly after 10 ethnic rebel armies came
out in support of the protest movement. As well as breaking up protests
and making arrests, the security forces have also sought to shut off news of
the crisis.
Internet access has been throttled,
and independent media outlets raided
and shut down.
In response, some activists have
started a daily two-page newsletter
called “Voice of Spring”, rounding up
independent media reports and publishing on Twitter.
The military insists that it is
responding proportionately to what it
says are violent, armed protesters.
It has defended seizing power, pointing to allegations of voting fraud in
the November election which Suu
Kyi’s party won comfortably.
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Army thump Sri Lanka Police 5-1 to enter second round
Nawayug Shrestha scores twice for Nepal’s departmental team, who will face Indian Super League side Bengaluru FC in the second round on March 14.
SPORTS BUREAU
KATHMANDU, APRIL 7

Nawayug Shrestha struck twice for
Tribhuvan Army Club as they fought
back from a goal deficit to thump Sri
Lanka Police SC 5-1 to enter the second round of the AFC Cup Preliminary
stage at the Dasharath Stadium in
Tripureshwor on Wednesday.
Though Army intensified attacks
from the beginning, it was the visitors
to get on the score sheet first.
Midfielder Santosh Tamang scored
deep into second half to cancel Sri
Lanka Police’s 28th minute lead from
Ghanian forward Evans Asante.
Forward Shrestha made it 2-1 two minutes before the break. Winger Tanka
Basnet, substitute Sudil Rai and
Shrestha scored in the second half to
seal the comprehensive victory.
Army will travel to India to face
Bengaluru FC, the Indian Super
League side, on April 14 for the second
round match. The winners between
them will compete in the play off final
on April 21. The opponents will be one
among Club Eagles (Maldives),
Thimphu City (Bhutan) and Abahani
Limited Dhaka (Bangladesh).
“The boys gave their cent percent
and everyone fulfilled their task,” said
Army coach Nabin Neupane after the
victory. “We had faith in the players.
The score could have been much bigger had they converted other chances.
The next round match will be much

POST PHOTO: HEMANTA SHRESTHA

Players of Tribhuvan Army Club celebrate after scoring a goal during the AFC Cup preliminary
first round match against Sri Lanka Police SC at the Dasharath Stadium in Tripureshwor.
tougher than this.”
Second choice goalie Biswas
Chaudhary started in place of regular
Bikesh Kuthu, who was out due to a

health problem.
Army dominated the show and
played an offensive game as forward
Shrestha fired wide in the first minute

and Sri Lanka Police custodian D
Dinesh Mahendran denied midfielder
Santosh Tamang strike in the 10th
minute. Two minutes later, Army
thought they had scored when skipper
Bharat Khawas shot from a tight angle
after the goalie Mahendran was
already beaten only for the Sri Lanka
Police defender to make a goalline
clearance.
In the resulting corner, goalie
Mahendran again punched skipper
Khawas header to safety in the ball
delivered by winger Tanka Basnet.
But it was Evans to score against
the run of play to open scoring when
he quickly fired a low volley from
close range in Mohamed Imran pass.
Army wasted a scoring opportunity
in the 34th as striker Khawas’s
powerful tapping in Nawayug
Shrestha right flank cross went inches
wide. In the 39th, unmarked Khawas’
header from Basnet cross ended up in
similar fashion.
Army finally broke the deadlock in
the 41st minute to restore the parity as
Tamang scored with a half volley
from 30 yards. Two minutes later,
Army were 2-1 up after forward
Shrestha was allowed a free
header from the area in Khawas right
flank cross.
Army again came closer to scoring
in the first half injury time
after Khawas and Shrestha combined
to take the ball towards the
opponents’ area only for custodian

Mahendran to deny Shrestha on
one-versus situation.
Army scored the third goal five minutes into the second half when Tanka
Basnet tapped skipper Khawas cross
after Sri Lanka Police goalie
Mahendran failed to grab the ball.
Army wasted another opportunity
in the 73rd when unmarked Shrestha
failed to control Sesehang Angdangbe
cross inside the six yard box, giving an
easy
opportunity
for
goalie
Mahendran to grab the ball.
Sri Lanka Police gave a scare in the
76th when Evan shot a quick scorcher
from the area that rattled off the bar.
Substitute Sudil Rai, who replaced
winger Basnet in the 63rd minute,
stretched the score in the 83rd, pouncing on a poor coordination between
goalie Mahendran and defender Issa
Addevu.
In the stoppage time, Sudil Rai hit
the bar in Nawayug cross. But the goal
hunger did not stop there as forward
Shrestha made a one-touch strike
from the area in dying moments to
seal the victory.
Sri Lanka coach Rohan Thilak
Alponsu said that he was satisfied
with the outcome despite the big
defeat. “As it is our first international
tournament and we came on the back
of a short training, I am satisfied with
the performance. We also don’t have
any national players in the team,” said
the Sri Lankan, adding that the opponents were strong and vibrant.

Sankata into Aaha-Rara final

Sudurpaschim to face APF in final

SPORTS BUREAU

SPORTS BUREAU

POKHARA, APRIL 7

Sankata Club defeated Armed Police Force
(APF) Club 2-0 to reach their first ever final of
the Aaha-Rara Gold Cup on Wednesday.
Sankata took the lead in the 33rd minute
through Subash Gurung. Gurung headed Neraj
Basnet’s long free kick into the penalty area
looking for Glory. As Glory lost possession over
the ball, Gurung quickly took the matter into
his own hands and smashed a low shot past four
APF defenders and goalkeeper Raju Nagarkoti.

Glory then put the game to bed in the dying
minute after he was set up by substitute Asis
Rai. Glory had another chance to double his
tally and extend his team’s lead seconds later
when Roshan Pahari beat the advancing goalie
Nagarkoti inside the six yard box and set up the
forward before the empty post but he flashed
wide.
Sankata will face the winners between
African Root Association and Nepal Police Club
in the final on Saturday. African Root and Police
will meet each other in the second semi-final on
Thursday.

KATHMANDU, APRIL 7

Sudurpaschim Province reached the final of the
Lalitpur Mayor Women’s Championship twenty20
cricket after a resounding eight-wicket victory
over Lumbini Province Wednesday.
Sudurpaschim will meet Armed Police Force
(APF) Club, who were assured of a final spot with
a match in hand on Tuesday.
Sudurpaschim and APF have six points apiece
but Sudurpaschim have played all four group
stage matches while APF are yet to play their last

league match.
Electing to bat first, Lumbini were restricted to
a meagre total of 72-9 after Laxmi Saud claimed
four wickets, including three in the 14th over. In
the run chase, Sudurpaschim hit 75-2 in 12.3 overs.
Lumbini opener Laxmi Chaudhary (26) and
skipper Nary Thapa (11) were the only batters for
Sudurpaschim to score in double digit figures.
In the run chase, opener Manju Bokati scored
the highest 26 runs while
Rewati Dhami and Bindu
Rawal contributed 17 runs
each.

New Diamond
and Police to
vie for title
SPORTS BUREAU
KATHMANDU, APRIL 7

Hongwanji New Diamond Sports Club
and Nepal Police Club will battle for
the women’s title in the fifth National
NVA Club League Women’s and Men’s
Volleyball Championship.
New Diamond defeated Armed
Police Force (APF) Club 25-21, 26-24,
14-25, 25-21 to top the league standings
with 13 points and set up title clash
with Police, who also advanced into
the final with a 26-24, 25-17, 28-26 derby
win over Tribhuvan Army Club earlier in the day.
Police accumulated 11 points to finish second in the table.
APF set up Help Nepal final
APF saw off Tip Top Help Nepal
Sports Club in the straight sets of 3-0
on a dramatic day to set up a rematch
with the same opponents in the final
of the men’s volleyball.
Bulbule RaRa Club had defeated
Nayabazar Samajik Yuwa Club 25-19,
25-12, 25-21 earlier on the day to go
second in the league standings, and
were hoping to book a title clash with
finalists Help Nepal.
Help Nepal had already reached the
final on Tuesday amassing 15
points, while maintaining a perfect
record.
However, the events at the NSC covered hall took a surprising turn when
APF defeated Help Nepal, who had
rested their three Indian players,
25-18, 25-18, 25-23 to claim all three
points and seize the second position
from Bulbule’s grasp. APF collected 13
points, one more than Bulbule, after
the final league round.
In the day’s another fixture, Police
came from two sets
down to defeat
Army 20-25, 23-25,
26-25, 25-23, 15-11.
The final matches are scheduled for
Thursday.

HOROSCOPE
ARIES (March 21-April 19) *****
Thursday’s skies call for an inward escape,
Aries. You need time to rest and relax in solitude to restore your energy levels, so don’t
worry if you’re not moving at top speed. The
sleepy Pisces moon makes it an ideal day for
reflection, journaling, or deep conversations.

CANCER (June 22-July 22) ***

LIBRA (September 23-October 22) ****

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19) ***

It may be difficult to stay grounded today,
Cancer. You need a little space to dream and
explore your life from a big-picture perspective.
Today’s imaginative Pisces moon can help you
do just that.

As a Libra, you’re always looking for ways to
bring balance into your life without having to
flip-flop between extremes. Thursday’s skies
help you find equilibrium by levelling out your
mind, body, and spirit.

Self-expression
today, so focus
voice. Luna’s
Uranus helps
insights.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) ****

LEO (July 23-August 22) ***

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21) *****

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18) *****

You don’t have to be an island, Taurus! Your
social circle is looking to reconnect with you
today, as the moon slides through easygoing
Pisces. Little cosmic action colours the day,
aside from Luna’s exciting connection to stagnation-breaking Uranus.

As a Leo, it’s not easy for you to share yourself
when you’re dealing with difficult material. You
may find you need extra time away from the
crowd today. It’s a good day for therapeutic experiences and deep cleans.

You’re not likely to be in the mood for any kind
of labour today, Scorpio. Let yourself submit to
your desire to have a good time and find ways to
enjoy yourself. The playful Pisces moon beckons
you towards creative action.

You’re more than ready to make things happen
with your ambitions today, Aquarius. Don’t
stand in the way of your own success! Direct
your attention towards your untapped skills and
abilities.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) *****

VIRGO (August 23-September 22) ****
What’s happening in the partnership area of
your life, Virgo? Take stock of your needs, expectations, and responsibilities stirring around
love. Luna’s link to change-bringer Uranus may
bring sudden breakthroughs around old misconceptions around partnership matters.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21) *****
It’s an ideal day for a deep clean at home, catching up on rest, or reconnecting with family
members. Luna’s link with surprise-bringer
Uranus can bring sudden opportunities on the
work front.

PISCES (February 19-March 20) *****
As a Pisces, it’s easy for you to overextend your
energy, helping out the people around you. But
today is an ideal day to pamper and reconnect
with your body. The moon’s link with eccentric
Uranus can help you express yourself in a new
light.

You’re ready to kick things into high gear workwise, Gemini. The moon slides through visionary Pisces all day, helping you focus your efforts
on getting ahead with your current ambitions.
You’re at peak visibility with your endeavours.

CROSSWORD

is the key to your contentment
on projects that activate your
connection with shake-it-up
you tap into fresh creative
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