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Authorities enforced
antigen tests but failed
to increase numbers
Such tests at border points could have been helpful
but they were few and far between, experts say.
Daily new confirmed COVID-19 cases per million people
Shown is the rolling 7-day average. The number of conﬁrmed cases is lower than the number of actual cases; the main reason for
that is limited testing.
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A woman watches as her relative, who died of Covid-19, is cremated along with the bodies of other coronavirus victims on the bank of the Bagmati river at Pashupati, Kathmandu on Monday.
One of the two electric crematoria at Pashupati Aryaghat was out of order as the country reported a record 37 Covid-19 deaths on Monday.

What’s it like to be a health worker in a pandemic?
Bheri Hospital nurses and doctors share their stories
It’s tough, exhausting and stressful, frontline health workers say. But they have continued their duty, devoting
themselves to the care of Covid-19 patients in one of the health facilities that is overwhelmed and short of staff.
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Two frontline nurses comfort their exhausted colleague at Bheri Hospital in Nepalgunj.
MADHU SHAHI
BANKE, MAY 3

Preeti Khadka, a staff nurse at
Nepalgunj-based Bheri Hospital, had
her night shift on Friday. She didn’t
feel like clocking in. She was feeling a
bit under the weather. She was on her
period too. The thought of putting on
her personal protective equipment
(PPE) and working her shift made her
feel more sick.
But she persevered.
She, along with four other staff
nurses—Kamala Nepali, Sunita
Sahakari, Nisha Pun and Yam Kumari
Thapa—was on duty in the Covid-19
ward. Given the shortage of staff, one
nurse is assigned to 30 to 40 coronavirus patients at the hospital.
“The pressure under which we work
is immense,” said Khadka. “After a
night of taking care of coronavirus
patients we look forward to taking off
our PPEs and resting.”
“Each day is a new battle won.”
Saturday
morning,
Khadka,
exhausted from the night on duty, had
to wait a little longer to take off her
PPE and get a change of clothes since
workers of the next shift were delayed.
When their shift was finally over, the
worn out nurses threw themselves on
a sofa placed just outside the ward

‘The patients here
need me and their
families depend on
us,’ a nurse says.
with the PPE on.
The photo taken that very moment
found its way to social media, says
Khadka.
Yam Kumari Thapa knows who took
that photo.
“I couldn’t open my eyes. I was so
tired and we all just collapsed on the
couch. Dr Chandra Prasad Sahu, who
came for his check-up round, teased us
and said he would take our photo,”
said Thapa. “We all burst into laughter when the doctor said that.”
Laughter, she says, doesn’t come
easy to them these days.
Health workers deployed at the
Covid-19 hospital are simply overwhelmed with the massive surge of
Covid-19 cases. As cases continue to
soar across hospitals, health workers
are themselves at high risk of getting
infected.
According to Bimala Acharya, an
administrative staff at Bheri Hospital,
more than 90 health workers
from the hospital have tested
positive for the coronavirus in
the past few weeks.
That has put families of the
health workers at risk too.
Khadka, the staff nurse, said
she has been commuting to and
from the hospital from her house
every day, as there’s no place to
stay at the hospital.
“I have isolated myself at
home. I stay separately from my
family, fearing I might contract

ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, MAY 3

When the country was hit by a second
wave of the coronavirus pandemic, a
scrambling KP Sharma Oli administration, which failed to prepare for the
looming threat, came under increasing
pressure to respond. Most of the
responses, however, were tepid. As
calls grew for expanding tests, it
enforced antigen tests along the NepalIndia border points through which people were crossing in droves. Most of
them were Nepalis escaping the virus
ravaging various cities in the south.
That the response was so half-heart-

ed was evident from the fact that the
antigen tests were being conducted just
in hundreds, even though people were
crossing the border in their thousands.
For example, in Province 2, the antigen tests were few and far between.
“We were performing antigen tests
at district hospitals only,” Dr Shrawan
Kumar Mishra, chief of Provincial
Public Health Laboratory of Province
2, told the Post over the phone from
Janakpur. “We do not have test kits in
sufficient numbers. Nor do we have
necessary safety gear, like booths and
personal protective equipment, to perform antigen tests at border points.”
>> Continued on page 2

the virus and infect them,” said
Khadka.
The physical distance she has to
maintain from her family members is
a necessity but it has left her feeling
alienated.
“I don’t get to see much of my family. I don’t remember the last time I sat
with them for a meal or a laugh,” said
Khadka. “At the hospital too, we are
too overwhelmed by our work to even
smile at each other. The only time we
laugh or show happiness is when we
see patients recovering from the
virus.”
In the photo that Dr Sahu took,
Khadka can be seen leaning on the
couch between two of her colleagues;
she looks unwell.
“I was on my period. I was sweating
inside the PPE,” she said. “I had just
taken a painkiller and my friends
were trying to comfort me after seeing
me in so much discomfort and pain.”
Twenty-three-year-old Yam Kumari
Thapa, who got married two years
ago, is currently staying at her parent’s house in Banke. Her husband,
who stays in Kathmandu, arrived
home a few days ago. But Thapa has
had no time—neither for her family
nor for her husband.
“Even when I’m home with my husband, I’m busy on the phone,” she
said. “We get updates on our group
chat of staff nurses. We discuss our
patients’ health even when we are off
duty so that we can take better care of
them when we get back to the hospital
for our shift.”
Sunita Sahakari, another of the
four staff nurses on duty with Khadka,
is from Kalikot.
She lost her husband to blood cancer two months ago but hasn’t had the
time to mourn her husband since she
is one of the limited number of health
workers available for the care of
Covid-19 patients at the hospital.
Mother of a six-year-old son, she
tested positive for Covid-19 a few days
ago but is still on duty.
When someone loses their loved
ones to Covid-19, she is reminded of
her husband.
“I know what it feels like to lose
someone dear to you. I empathise with
the family members of the patients
who don’t recover,” she said.
Kamala Nepali from Dailekh says
her family has been asking her to quit
her job at the hospital and return
home. But she’s adamant to continue
with her work. She also got infected
while at the hospital.
“My mother is worried. She wants
me to return home but I can’t leave.
The patients here need me and their
families depend on us to see them
through this,” Nepali said.
Health workers deployed in other
dedicated coronavirus hospitals share
similar stories of suffering and hope.
Dr Purushottam Barma, medical
officer at Nepalgunj Medical College,
has continued working at the hospital
even though he’s showing symptoms
similar to those of Covid-19.
>> Continued on page 2
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Frontline health
workers deprived
of promised risk
allowances
Health workers who were engaged in setting up quarantine
and isolation facilities and providing treatment to Covid-19
patients last year say they feel cheated by the authorities.
MADHAV ARYAL
PALPA, MAY 3
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Labourers at work at a construction site in Sankhamul, Kathmandu on Monday.

Authorities enforced antigen tests but failed to increase ...
>> Continued from page 1
Expanding such tests at border
points had become extremely necessary because India was reporting
record high cases every day, and there
were concerns that letting people in
without tests and keeping them in
quarantine if they tested positive
could fuel infections in Nepal.
But with no antigen tests, or minimal antigen tests, people in huge numbers kept entering the country and
went home without staying in holding
centres or quarantine.
One of the reasons for the spike in
cases in Nepal is said to be the surge
in infections in India where many
Nepalis go for work.
From a modest 13,000 new cases
until March, India’s new cases shot up
exponentially–crossing the 300,000
mark–that the entire world was concerned. In Nepal, authorities needed
to step up measures almost immediately to manage border points. The
two countries share an around
1,800-km-long porous border.
Public health experts and scientists
say the government, which became
complacent when cases were on the
decline as though they had already
beaten the virus, made some serious
mistakes. They asked local officials to
perform antigen tests but failed to
increase the test numbers.
According to Dr Prabhat Adhikari,
an infectious disease and critical care
expert, whenever possible, it’s always
good to perform polymerase chain
reaction tests.
“When PCR tests are not possible,
antigen tests are fine. At least we can
say something is better than nothing,”
Adhikari told the Post. “But such tests
should be conducted in huge numbers,
not in hundreds.”
A rapid antigen test to ascertain
coronavirus infection itself is not bad,
as it returns around 85 percent accurate result in cases of symptomatic
patients and 60 percent in cases of
asymptomatic ones.
The good thing about a rapid antigen test is it provides results fast without the requirement of complex
machines and laboratories.
But some protocols have been put in

place by the government as well as the
World Health Organisation.
As per the protocol prepared by the
Health Ministry, if an antigen test
shows a positive result, a polymerase
chain reaction test is not required,
and polymerase chain reaction tests
are needed for symptomatic patients,
even if an antigen test yields negative
results.
The protocol also says that antigen-based tests are performed for
mass testing, when urgent reports are
required and such tests are performed
on people living in congregate settings–barracks, prison and elderly
care homes, among others.

Doctors say Nepal
is reporting a
geometric growth
of Covid-19 cases.
Experts say the fundamental flaw
that the government made was it did
not conduct antigen tests in huge
numbers.
With no holding centres and quarantine facilities at border points, the
authorities just disseminated the
number of antigen tests performed
and the number of positive results.
Whether those returning positive
results were kept in quarantine or
holding centres was not known, as
authorities never made that information public.
“There is no point griping about
antigen tests. The point is whether the
tests were helpful or not,” said
Adhikari. “For a good result, which in
our case is curbing the spread of the
virus, antigen tests should have been
conducted on masses… in huge numbers and then steps should have been
taken accordingly. Those returning
positive results should have been kept
in quarantine and isolation centres.”
Ever since the second wave arrived
in early April, Nepal has been reporting a steady rise in the number of new
infections.

On Monday, Nepal hit another
record high number of new cases of
7,388 from 16,658 PCR tests conducted
in the previous 24 hours.
The country also reported the single-day highest death toll at 37. So far
3,362 persons have died of Covid-19related complications.
As of Monday, there are 54,041
active cases across the country. So far
343,418 have been infected.
Of the 518 antigen tests performed
in the last 24 hours, 60 tested positive
for Covid-19. In the last one week only
5,159 antigen tests have been performed throughout the country. And
of them, 567 have returned positive
results.
In the past week, a total of 103,747
PCR tests have been performed across
the country. The past week’s positive
results stood at 39,857.
When the country was hit by the
pandemic last year, health desks were
set up at various border points. But
they were dysfunctional. Just as India
declared its victory over the pandemic, Nepali authorities were quick to
downplay the virus. But after the second wave, health desks were revived,
but most of them are ill- equipped.
“We have been letting people go
home directly advising them to visit
hospitals if they develop any symptoms,” Laxmi Kanta Mishra, an information officer at Narainapur Rural
Municipality in Banke, told the Post.
“The number of people returning to
the country is huge. It’s simply impossible to perform tests on all of them.”
There are three points along the
border, Suiya, Ghoddauriya and
Hulashpurwa, in Narainapur Rural
Municipality in Banke.
According to Sameer Mani Dixit,
director of Research at Center for
Molecular Dynamics Nepal, antigen
tests should have been and should be
performed on all symptomatic
patients crossing the border.
“Others can be allowed to go home,”
Dixit told the Post. “But there should
have been a system in place to perform
antigen tests on them within five days
of their return.”
According to Dixit, an antigen test
detects at least 80 percent infection on

people, who are symptomatic and have
high viral load. Symptoms can be seen
in five days among those who are
infected but do not have symptoms.
“Performing tests within five days
helps identify new cases, which were
initially not detected at border points,”
said Dixit. “Moreover, random antigen
tests should be performed in communities, as the virus has already spread
in communities.”
Public health experts and doctors,
who had for long been warning the
government about a looming second
wave, have been consistent on their
plea that the authorities must get back
to basics–expand tests (both PCR and
antigen), make contact-tracing effective and treat.
Nepali authorities failed to pay
heed to the thumb rule of controlling
the spread of the virus. Since the test
numbers are low and the virus has
penetrated communities, the infection
rate is high.
The R, or reproductive, number
which tells how many people one
infected person can pass the virus on
to also stands at a little over 2 in
Nepal, meaning every single person
carrying the virus is infecting two
other people.
Doctors say Nepal is reporting a
geometric growth of Covid-19 cases.
According to Our World in Data,
when it comes to daily new infections
per million people, Nepal, a country
of 30 million population, is not far
behind India, a country of 1.3 billion
population, which on Monday reported 7,388 new coronavirus cases.
The government has projected that
the daily number of infections could
be as high as 11,000 by mid-July. The
total number of infected persons
could rise up to 800,000 and 15,000
could need intensive care beds while
45,000 might require high flow oxygen
therapy, according to the projection.
“The most important thing to do to
control the spread of the virus is
ensuring effective contact-tracing,”
Dr Keshav Deuba, a public health epidemiologist, told the Post. “Then
comes testing. There is no other
option than to expand testing, be it
PCR or antigen.”

Frontline health workers in Palpa
who have been fighting the coronavirus pandemic for more than a year
now say the government is yet to disburse their risk allowance.
Health workers who were engaged
in setting up quarantine and isolation
facilities and providing treatment to
Covid-19 patients last year say they
feel cheated by the authorities.
Giriraj Ghimire, the health unit
chief of Rampur Municipality in
Palpa, confirmed that none of the
frontline workers have received their
risk allowances.
“The second wave of the pandemic
is here and we need health workers to
hold the fort. But they haven’t been
paid last year’s dues,” Ghimire told
the Post. “This year, it’s getting difficult to mobilise workers for the treatment of Covid-19 patients. They are
yet to receive last year’s risk allowance. The authorities concerned have
not said anything regarding the risk
allowance for the current fiscal year
that begins from July 16.”
The federal government had decided to provide risk allowance to health
workers who had been mobilised to
contain the spread of the virus and
provide treatment to coronavirus
patients. Following the Cabinet’s decision, Rampur Municipality decided to
provide 100 percent salary as allowance to frontline health workers, 75
percent to health workers in the second ring and 50 percent to other health
workers mobilised for the treatment
of Covid-19 patients.
Almost all local units in Palpa are
yet to disburse the promised risk
allowance to health workers. Ribdikot
Rural
Municipality
had
also
announced a 20 percent risk allowance to health workers deployed in the
treatment of coronavirus patients.
According to Sunil Adhikari, the
health unit chief of Ribdikot, the
rural municipality had announced the
risk allowance in March last year but
most of the health workers received
the allowance for a month only.
“Most health workers received the
allowance for a month only. It is still
not clear whether frontline workers
will get the risk allowance in the current fiscal year or not,” said Adhikari.
“We talked to the people’s representatives about providing allowances to
health workers during the second
wave as well. They are affirmative
about the proposal but no official decision has been taken yet.”
Likewise, health workers in

Rainadevi
Chhahara
Rural
Municipality received 50 percent of
their salaries as risk allowance for a
month only.
“The local unit stopped issuing the
allowance after a month, citing budget
shortage as the federal and provincial
governments did not release a budget
for the same,” said Jiban Rana, the
chief at the health unit. According to
him, all 10 local units in Palpa—two
municipalities and eight rural municipalities—have failed to provide the
risk allowances of the last fiscal year.
Tinau Rural Municipality, however,
claims to have provided allowances to
frontline health workers until mid-November.
Krishna Prasad Basyal, the chairman of the local unit, said the health
workers who received regular salaries
from the state coffers should not
expect allowances during these difficult times. “They received their salaries. That was all we could manage
last year,” said Basyal. “If we get the
budget for risk allowance this year, we
will provide allowances to the health
workers.”
Most frontline health workers mobilised to contain the pandemic last year
in Baitadi of Sudurpaschim Province
have also not received the promised
allowance.
Eight out of 10 local units in Baitadi
district have yet to provide risk allowances to the health workers. Only
Dasharath Chand Municipality and
Shivanath Rural Municipality have
provided the allowances.
Suresh Sarki, a health assistant at a
health post in Pancheshwar Rural
Municipality-1, says he did not receive
any risk allowance last year despite
working in the frontline for months.
This year too, he has been deployed in
the treatment of Covid-19 patients but
says he has no expectations from the
government. “They did not pay us the
promised allowance last year, so we
don’t expect them to pay us this year
either,” Sarki said.
Meanwhile, the local representatives claim that they could not provide
the risk allowances to health workers
because the government—both federal
and provincial—had not issued the
funds for it.
“Since we could not provide the
health workers with risk allowances
last year, we feel uneasy deploying
them to the frontline during the second wave,” said Hari Singh Dhami,
the chairman of Sigas Rural
Municipality.
(Tripti Shahi contributed reporting
from Baitadi)
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All 10 local units in Palpa have failed to provide risk allowances to health workers.

What’s it like to be ... Kanchanpur ambulance drivers hesitant to ferry Covid-19 patients
>> Continued from page 1
But he can’t take a day off since the hospital has been
receiving a massive flow of patients since Saturday.
Two of his colleagues are already in home isolation after
they tested positive for Covid-19 a few days ago, leaving the
hospital severely short-staffed.
A photo of Barma flipping the pages of a patient’s report
while hooked on to an intravenous drip also found its way to
various social media platforms.
“I wasn’t feeling particularly well that day. I was very
weak from diarrhoea. But our work doesn’t stop even when
we fall sick,” he said. “So I was going through a patient’s file
while taking medicine myself when the photo was taken by
a staff nurse at the hospital.”
It has been around six months since Barma, a resident of
Phultekra in Nepalgunj, met his friends.
“We are so busy. Forget about meeting friends, we don’t
even have the time to ask each other how we’re doing,” he
said. Shila Sharma, nursing in-charge at Bheri Hospital,
stays at the hospital most of the time. She frequently thinks
of her two-year-old son who tested positive for the virus nine
days ago. She hasn’t been able to take care of him as much
as she would like to because most of her time is spent at the
hospital.
“He’s already asleep when I reach home late in the
evening. I try to breastfeed him whenever he’s awake,” said
Sharma. “His health is improving slowly.”
She is looking forward to taking some time off to take care
of her son, as she has heard that 22 additional health workers have been deployed at the hospital.
“We will have less work pressure with the additional
human resources,” she said. “I will finally be able to look
after my son.”

While families of patients complain of a lack of ambulance services, ambulance drivers say they worry about their health safety.
BHAWANI BHATTA
KANCHANPUR, MAY 3

Nabaraj Joshi of Mahendranagar, the district headquarters
of Kanchanpur, was busy throughout Friday looking for an
ambulance to take his Covid-19-infected mother to
Dadeldhura. Since all Intensive Care Unit (ICU) and High
Dependency Unit (HDU) beds were full at Mahakali Hospital,
the only Covid-19 hospital in Kanchanpur, Joshi had decided to take his 66-year-old mother to the Sub-Regional
Hospital in Dadeldhura.
It was late in the evening when Joshi finally managed to
find an ambulance driver willing to take his mother to
Dadeldhura. He promised a fare of Rs 25,000 for the 150 km
trip to Dadeldhura from Mahendranagar. But upon learning
of his mother’s Covid-19 statue, the driver refused to take
them.
“I spent the whole day searching for an ambulance. I
called up more than a dozen ambulance drivers but they
refused to take my mother to the hospital under various
pretexts,” said Joshi. “I finally decided to install an oxygen
cylinder in my car and take her to the hospital myself. We
ran out of oxygen on the way but we somehow made it to the
hospital on time.”
According to Joshi, his mother is receiving treatment in
Dadeldhura and her health is gradually improving. “If I
had waited for an ambulance, I would’ve lost my mother,”
he said. “I can’t believe that ambulances are refusing to take
coronavirus patients to hospitals at a time like this.”
A 34-year-old school teacher from Kanchanpur died on
Friday since he could not be taken to a hospital on time. His

family had been trying to take him to Dadeldhura for the
past three days after he complained of breathing difficulties
but they could not find an ambulance.
“I talked to 21 ambulance drivers. All of them refused to
take him to Dadeldhura. Some said they did not have oxygen while others said their vehicles were not in a good condition to travel long distances,” said Dambar Joshi, a fellow
teacher. “One driver finally agreed but the ambulance did
not have oxygen bottles. We had no alternative but to board
the ambulance. The patient died on the way.”
With Covid-19 cases soaring in Kanchanpur for the past
few weeks and hospitals in the district filled to capacity,
most local residents have no option but to take their infected family members outside the district for treatment.
There are a total of six ICU, 15 HDU and 50 isolation beds
at the Mahakali Hospital. All of them are fully occupied.

Post file Photo

Mahakali Hospital, the only Covid-19 hospital in Kanchanpur, is filled
to capacity.

According to the District Health Office, there are a total of
403 active cases in Kanchanpur at present. And as many as
14 people have died of Covid-19 in the district since April 7.
The local people have urged the District Administration
Office and the health authorities to expand the institutional
capacity in the Covid-19 hospital and take action against the
ambulance drivers who refuse to provide services to Covid19 patients.
Ambulance drivers, on the other hand, say they have been
refusing to ferry Covid-19 patients to hospitals since they
are not equipped to handle such cases. A lack of personal
protective equipment and low allowances have discouraged
the drivers from providing services to Covid-19 patients.
“We don’t have PPE and other medical equipment
required for our own safety,” said Niranjan Prasad Bhatta,
an ambulance driver in Kanchanpur. “It is very risky to
carry coronavirus patients. We have to work round the
clock and get no perks or risk allowances.”
But the district’s Red Cross office, which operates ambulances, says they have been following health protocols and
have provided PPEs and other medical gear to ambulance
drivers. “We will take action against the drivers if we
receive any complaints,” said Narendra Raj Joshi, an official at the district Red Cross office.
Chief District Officer Ram Kumar Mahato said his office
will hold a meeting with the ambulance drivers to sort out
the issue.
“We will listen to their grievances and direct them to
provide ambulance services by following health protocols.
Necessary action will be taken against them for non-compliance,” said Mahato.
C M Y K

03 | TUESDAY, MAY 04, 2021

National

All census-related work
halted due to pandemic
The 2021 decennial census was to be the most
comprehensive census ever.
PRITHVI MAN SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU, MAY 3
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Two women carrying traditional bamboo baskets, known as doko, walk past the parliament building at Naya Baneshwor, Kathmandu on Monday.

While state-run hospitals are overwhelmed,
private ones are turning away patients
Frontline health workers at both public and private hospitals were prioritised for Covid-19 vaccines so that
they would work to save lives. Private hospitals cannot shirk their responsibilities, experts say.
ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, MAY 3

When the government launched the
immunisation drive against Covid-19
in January, frontline workers—health
workers, sanitation workers, supporting staff of the hospitals—were given
the first priority.
No discrimination was made
between the frontline workers serving
at private and state-run hospitals.
But as the second wave of the pandemic grips the country and beds in
state-run hospitals have been fully
occupied with seriously ailing
patients, most private hospitals are
not taking in Covid-19 patients. They
are instead referring patients to government hospitals without ensuring
that beds are available for them.
“We have dozens of patients, who
were referred by private hospitals,”
Dr Sagar Rajbhandari, director at the
Sukraraj Tropical and Infectious
Disease Hospital, told the Post. “Some
patients sent by private hospitals are
waiting at the emergency ward and on
the premises of the hospital for beds.”
“But it is not possible to provide
care to the infected patients only from
government hospitals.”
The Ministry of Health and
Population has directed all private
hospitals not to refer patients without
ensuring there are beds in the hospitals designated for the treatment of
Covid-19 patients. The ministry has
also directed all hospitals to set aside
20 percent of the beds for such
patients.
However, only a few private hospitals have been providing care to Covid19 patients.
“They take in only non-Covid-19

patients and if such patients test positive for Covid-19 during screening, the
hospitals immediately send the
patients to government hospitals,”
said Rajbhandari. “Screening of
patients should be done as a standard
procedure but they should stop screening patients for financial conditions
and stop sending those from poor economic backgrounds to us.”
According to Rajbhandari, some
private hospitals have been providing
care to Covid-19 patients but have
been referring those who cannot
afford to pay their exorbitant fees to
state-run hospitals.
As Covid-19 infections have already
penetrated deep in society, chances of
many more testing positive are high
and if the private hospitals keep sending the patients it will not be possible
for state-run hospitals to accommodate all the patients, doctors say.
Designated Covid-19 hospitals are
already under enormous strain.
“I too want to request the authorities concerned to stop the private hospitals from expelling patients when
they test positive,” Dr Ravi Shakya,
director at Patan Hospital, told
the Post.
On Monday the Ministry of Health
and Population reported that of the
16,658 polymerase chain reaction tests
conducted 7,388 were positive. This is
the record for a single day beating the
high of 7,137 on Sunday. The positivity
rate on Monday stood at 44, the same
as on Sunday.
The Health Ministry said 37 deaths
were recorded in the last 24 hours,
which is also the highest death toll in
a single day, taking the toll to 3,362.
Of the total new cases, 3,666 are
from Kathmandu Valley with 2,922

from Kathmandu, 522 from Lalitpur
and 222 from Bhaktapur districts.
The Health Ministry said 578
patients are in intensive care units
and 142 on ventilator support throughout the country.
Experts say all the health facilities,
whether they are state-run or private,
with oxygen supply facilities should
provide care to the infected.
“This is a time of disaster and no
agency should shirk their responsibilities. The logic behind providing vaccines to the frontline workers is also
that they would serve to save lives,” Dr
Biraj Karmacharya, an epidemiologist, who is also the chief of the
of
Community
Department
Programme at Dhulikhel Hospital,
told the Post.
With the surge in new cases, most
of the hospitals have stopped providing out-patient department services.
While the beds allocated for the treatment of Covid-19 cases by some staterun hospitals are all occupied by
infected patients, hundreds of general
beds, which have been vacant due to
the surge in Covid-19 cases, remain
unused.
“Apart from emergency, all services
should be focussed for the treatment
of coronavirus infections,” added
Karmacharya. “Even at primary-level
healthcare facilities and health posts,
treatment should be provided to
Covid-19 patients.”
As infections have already been
rampant, all hospitals should be asked
to provide treatment to the infected.
Even those patients who are poor and
cannot afford to pay the treatment
costs at private hospitals should not
be deprived of treatment, doctors say.
“The government should reimburse

the private hospitals for the treatment
they provide to the patients from poor
economic backgrounds,” Dr Mingmar
Gyelgen Sherpa, former director general at the Department of Health
Services, told the Post. “This is an
emergency situation, and all agencies
concerned should be responsible.”
The Ministry of Health and
Population has set the costs for Covid19 treatment at hospitals—Rs 3,500 per
day for normal patients, Rs 7,000 for
moderately ailing patients and Rs
15,000 for those needing intensive care.
But due to lack of monitoring, private hospitals have been fleecing the
patients, according to doctors serving
at the government hospitals.
Thapa says that the prices fixed by
the government may not be remunerative for private hospitals so they have
been charging patients for the personal protective equipment too.
Meanwhile, representatives of private hospitals said that most of the
private hospitals have their own limitations—limited beds and limited
human resources to treat the infected
patients.
“If any private hospital refuses to
treat Covid-19 patients in the time of
disaster, such hospitals should be shut
down,” said Kumar Thapa, senior
vice-president of the Association of
Private health Institution Nepal. “If
the hospitals have some problems,
they should be addressed by the
authorities concerned.”
Thapa, who is also the chairman of
Alka Hospital in Lalitpur, said that his
hospital has allocated 31 general beds
and 17 intensive care unit beds for the
Covid-19 patients. “We are holding a
meeting to discuss allocating more
beds for Covid-19 patients.”

With the government deciding to halt
all preparatory work for the population census 2021 scheduled for June
8-22, it is uncertain when the census
will be conducted as Covid-19 pandemic continues to create havoc in the
country.
Parbat Gurung, minister for communication and information technology, said a Cabinet meeting on Sunday
decided to halt all the census-related
work due to the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic.
“Another decision will be taken if
we are to conduct the census,” Gurung
told the Post on Monday.
Officials at the Central Bureau of
Statistics, which conducts the census,
say setting a new date for the census
will depend on when the situation
normalises and lockdowns are lifted
and if the current situation prolongs,
it will be difficult to conduct census at
least for a year.
“We have recruited supervisors and
enumerators for a short period. So,
there is a question about whether we
can retain their services beyond their
contract deadline,” said Nanda Lal
Sapkota, statistics officer at the
bureau. “If we have to recruit new
supervisors and enumerators, we have
to prepare training materials and
make necessary procurement which
are time-consuming.”
However, Nebin Lal Shrestha, director general at the bureau said the
bureau aimed to conduct the census in
2078 BS (by mid-April 2022) even if a
few months lapsed due to the pandemic-related concerns.
Before the latest cabinet decision to
halt the preparatory work for the census, the bureau had completed the
training for trainers and it was providing training to supervisors–the
ones who are supposed to oversee the
work of enumerators.
The enumerators were supposed to
be trained starting from June 3 before
starting counting of population starting from June 8. The bureau has
already appointed 39,000 enumerators
and 8,000 supervisors for the census
2021.
Under the population census, there
are two main tasks —listing of households and the main population census.
The bureau was planning to send
the supervisors to the field starting
from May 9 for listing of the households and they were supposed to reach
every household and find how many
houses, families and family members
there are in each family. The listing
task, scheduled to be run till May 28,
was also supposed to give a rough estimate of the population which will
help the bureau divide responsibilities for each enumerator during the
main population count.
According to the bureau, the listing
also gives a framework about the
households involved in farming and it
will help the bureau to conduct an
agricultural census that the bureau
conducts six months after the population census every 10 years.
Shrestha said that with the government’s decision, the task of household
listing would be affected.
“Without listing households, we
cannot conduct the main census,” said
Shrestha. “Therefore we want to conduct at least the listing of households

in the current fiscal year. For this,
lockdowns should end and situations
should normalise to a larger extent.”
Earlier, in 1951, the population census was postponed by a year after
democracy was introduced in 1950 by
abolishing the autocratic Rana rule,
according to the bureau. At that time,
census was conducted from 1952-1954.
Before the latest cabinet decision,
the bureau had recommended deferral
of the preparatory works.
According to Hem Raj Regmi, deputy director general at the bureau, his
office recommended postponing the
ongoing activities for the time being
in areas badly affected by the pandemic and the locations where lockdown
and other prohibitory orders have
been put in place.
Covid-19 cases have been on the rise
in recent weeks even though the country reported less than 100 cases most
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of the days in March.
On Monday, the Ministry of Health and
Population reported new record high
daily infections of 7,388 by breaking the
previous day’s record of 7,137 infections.
Nepal last conducted its census in
2011 when the country’s population
stood at 26.5 million. Projections suggest the population could have now
increased to around 30 million.
The Central Bureau of Statistics has
said this census would be the most
comprehensive ever, with enumerators
asking for details from households also
about the livestock, household amenities and community infrastructure.
Moreover, instead of using a sampling method to infer larger trends in
the population, the bureau has plans
to reach out to every household and
collect data directly, thereby creating
a clearer picture.
The bureau has been conducting a
decennial population census since
1911 . However, the first modern population census of Nepal was conducted
in 1952-54 and counted a population of
over 8 million.
Census information has been widely used for diverse purposes, but especially in development planning and
policymaking.
Nepal’s constitution has also mentioned the importance of the census
data. Article 281 of the constitution
states “The Government of Nepal
shall make appraisal and review of
the implementation of special rights
of the women and Dalit community
and impacts thereof, on the basis of
human development index, concurrently with a national population census to be held in every ten years.”
Similarly, according to Article 84
(2), House of Representatives under
the proportional electoral system,
representation shall be ensured on
the basis of a closed list also from
women, Dalit, indigenous peoples,
Khas Arya, Madhesi, Tharu, Muslims
and backward regions, on the basis of
population.

Covid-19 restrictions once again cast uncertainty over labour migration
After a disastrous 2020 when labour migration dropped to a new low, the foreign employment sector has once again started to feel the heat amid surge in coronavirus cases.
CHANDAN KUMAR MANDAL
KATHMANDU, MAY 3

Nepal’s labour migration sector, which was hit
hard by the Covid-19 pandemic last year and
was slowly back on a path to recovery, is once
again staring at an uncertain future with the
second wave of the pandemic gripping the
country.
In recent weeks, the government has been
introducing a slew of restrictions for containing the virus, which is spreading at an alarming rate. These restrictions have once
again affected all spheres of public life and the
economy.
With the government suspending international flights from midnight Wednesday, Nepali
migrant workers will not be going to work
abroad, at least for some time.
The government, on Sunday, decided to halt
all domestic flights from Monday midnight and
all international flights, except for two flights
per week between New Delhi and Kathmandu,
from Wednesday midnight until May 14 in view
of the sharp spikes in Covid-19 cases in the
country.
According to Sujeet Kumar Shrestha, general secretary of Nepal Association of Foreign
Employment Agencies (NAFEA), a grouping
of recruiting agencies involved in hiring and
supplying Nepali migrant workers to foreign
employers, the decision to suspend international flights, will be severely damaging for the
foreign employment sector.
“Although labour destination countries are
still open, Covid-19 cases have been rapidly
increasing in Nepal and neighbouring India
and this has prompted the government to stop
international flights for now,” said Shrestha.
“This is yet another blow to the foreign employment sector which had not fully recovered
from several months of flight suspension

last year.”
In March 2020, when the first wave of Covid19 hit the labour destination countries mainly
in the Gulf, Malaysia and South Korea, among
others, the government had halted labour
migration barring its citizens from flying
abroad for work. Before the government would
allow Nepalis to take up jobs in the destination
countries, the damage was already done.
The months-long suspension of labour migration resulted in a massive decline in migrants
leaving the country. The number of labour permits issued to migrant workers had slumped to
a new low in the last fiscal year. Nepal recorded
a drop of 27.5 percent in labour permits in
2019/20 compared to the year earlier.
According to the Department of Foreign
Employment, 368,433 labour permits were
issued to aspiring migrant workers during
2019/2020, which was the lowest in the last five
years.
“Last 14-15 months had been terrible for the
foreign employment sector when we could not
send workers because of the restrictions and a
fall in demand,” said Shrestha. “Last fiscal
year, 536 recruiting agencies could not meet
the government threshold of sending a minimum of 100 workers in a year for renewing
their license. This fiscal year, just 123 agencies
have been able to cross the threshold. This
alone shows how grim the situation is for the
sector.”
The association, however, says it cannot
immediately say how many prospective
migrant workers will be affected by the new
suspension of international flights.
But the impact has been already felt at the
government offices which issue labour permits
to outbound migrants. The Department of
Foreign Employment, the government body
overseeing the labour migration sector, says
there has been a gradual drop in the number of

Nepali workers leaving the country since the
past few months.
“We have witnessed a decrease in the number of migrant workers going abroad recently,”
Krishna Prasad Dawadi, director general with
the department, told the Post on Sunday afternoon before the cabinet decided to suspend
international flights. “We can’t give exact figures immediately, we have been told by
the Labour Desk at the Tribhuvan International
Airport that fewer people are migrating
for work.”

117,592 labour permits
were issued in the first
nine months of the
ongoing fiscal year.
Although the suspension on international
flights was announced only on Monday, various districts across the country are already
under prohibitory orders since last week and
this has also affected the movement of workers
to Kathmandu.
Starting from last Thursday, human movement and gatherings have been banned while
public and private vehicles are not allowed to
ply the roads for 15 days.
But Dawadi said his office in Kathmandu
had made arrangements for providing labour
permits to outbound workers if they face any
difficulties in reaching the office.
“For providing labour permits to migrant
workers, who have booked their flight tickets
and hotel quarantines in destination countries
but are unable to reach the government office
for labour permits due to the prohibitory

orders, we have arranged passes for recruitment agencies operators,” said Dawadi. “The
recruiting agencies can collect the labour permit on behalf of such migrant workers.
Although we have not analysed the latest data
on labour permits issued, ongoing travel
restrictions, quarantine compulsions upon
landing in destination countries and added
expenses on the part of employers could be the
possible reasons behind the recent decline in
labour migration.”
The drop in foreign migrant numbers is evident from the records at the Foreign
Employment Office, Tahachal, which issue
labour permits to migrant workers.
The office has significantly sliced its daily
quota of new labour permits for those who visit
the office in-person and submit applications.
The applications can also be submitted online.
According to Chhatra Prasad Shah, director
at the Foreign Employment Office, Tahachal,
since the imposition of the prohibitory orders,
they have limited the daily issuance of labour
permits to in-person applicants to 100 from the
previous 600.
Online applicants receive labour permits
within three days of submitting their
applications.
“We have changed the maximum daily quota
for both offline and online applicants since the
imposition of the latest prohibitory orders,”
said Shah. “While we decreased the number of
permits issued to offline applicants, we have
increased the same for online applicants to 200
daily from the previous 350, to encourage people to apply online.”
Shah, however, added that workers whose
biometric details have not been registered
before must visit the office physically for
labour permit, whereas migrant workers who
are on their work break can apply online for a
re-entry labour permit.

“The labour destination countries are still
allowing Nepali migrant workers. Likewise,
there are workers who are in Nepal on annual
vacation or work breaks are fearful of being
stuck in Nepal if the international flights are
suspended for long,” said Shah. “So people
from this category are more keen on seeking
labour permits now.”
After months of hiatus, when the government resumed labour migration in phase-wise
manner in June last year, demand for Nepali
workers had started trickling in.
Although demands were in smaller numbers
in the early months of resumptions, it had
given some hopes for a revival of the labour
migration sector. But, some countries like
Kuwait have still not allowed Nepalis and complication in attestation of worker demand letters by the Nepali missions had caused problems in sending workers in recent months.
However, in the last few months, there had
been a steady growth in the number of Nepali
workers heading abroad. In the first nine
months of the ongoing fiscal year, 117,592
labour permits were issued and nearly
45 percent or 51,950 permits were issued in
the last two months, showing signs of recovery.
A total of 32,142 Nepali migrant workers—30,035 male and 2,107 female—had
received labour approvals for working in as
many as 73 labour destination countries in the
month of Chaitra [March 14-April 13]. It was a
substantial increase compared to a month
earlier when 19,808 permits were issued.
“Demand for Nepali workers was improving.
We had expected demand for around
50,000-60,000 from Saudi Arabia and around
the same number from Qatar,” said Shrestha,
the general secretary of Nepal Association
of Foreign Employment Agencies. “Now,
suddenly
everything
looks
uncertain
once again.”
C M Y K
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Deep reflection

EDITORIAL

Sick and tired
The monkey business that is
called democratic politics.
Nepalis should perhaps be happy that when Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli addressed the nation on Monday, they did not have
to listen to yet another set of pseudoscientific claims about the
coronavirus being a seasonal flu that could be kept at bay by just
sneezing or gulping turmeric water or gargling with guava leaf
juice. In fact, by citing the numbers of the infected and the dead,
the prime minister finally seemed to have acknowledged the
severity of the Covid-19 crisis in the country. A major survival
instinct citizens have developed under Oli’s leadership is to stop
expecting anything from the prime minister that helps to make
their lives better.
Democratic politics cannot become historically feasible without ‘making sense’ to the interests of the major contending
social groups, Lars Rudebeck wrote in his book When Democracy
Makes Sense. For Rudebeck, democracy has to be ‘legitimate’ in
the eyes of the citizens for it to actually work. For democracy to
maintain its legitimacy, the ideals of democracy must translate
into real improvements in the conditions of the lives of the
people. Democratisation opens the way for such improvements,
Rudebeck writes, by making it possible for people to use their
common resources constructively for ends that make sense to
them.
If common citizens are to be asked whether Nepal’s current
democratic process makes any sense to them, the answer would
certainly be an emphatic ‘no’. For the monkey business that is
called democratic politics in contemporary Nepal has become a
parallel pandemic in Oli raj as if Covid-19 were not enough.
Citizens are running from pillar to post to secure hospital beds.
Medical staff are breaking into tears out of helplessness as they
see their patients die—not because of the virus itself, but the
sheer inability to provide them with bare minimum medical
care.
The Nepali Army, which has been cremating those who have
died of Covid-19, has said it might have to start mass cremations
as the number of the dead is growing exponentially. It has
already started cremating the dead on makeshift platforms on
the banks of the River Bagmati as the existing ones are overburdened. With the total number of active cases reaching 54,041
today, the number of deaths can only be expected to rise in the
coming days and weeks.
And all that the leaders from across the political spectrum
care about is the horse trading of lawmakers to make or break
the government, be it at the centre or in the provinces. As if the
‘chair’ were more important to them than the lives of the people. As if unseating a Gurung or a Rai or a Pokharel or an Oli
were the panacea for all the ills of present-day Nepal. If they
already have not, citizens are now getting disillusioned with the
democratic process itself, as political manoeuvring takes primacy when everyone should have come together to rescue the
country from the pandemic-induced crisis.
The government is not alone in jettisoning its responsibility.
The opposition has been almost as callous as the government
when it comes to tackling the pandemic. Just because the government is numerically weaker and insensitive does not mean
that the opposition should just jump into the fray and try to
dismantle it when the actual priority should be to help maintain
stability and help the government save lives. Nothing else is
more important today than a sensible handling of the pandemic. If Prime Minister Oli and his company of demagogues have
blood on their hands, the principal opposition and other parties
in parliamentary politics are partners in crime as well.

Elite Joshi/TKP

Every crisis
presents an opportunity
to recalibrate social
patterns.
Sujeev Shakya

THE OTHER
VIEW

Last year, around this time, we were
already six weeks into the lockdown.
Usually, we spend so much time talking
about others and making a judgement
on others that we forget to look deep
into ourselves. But during that first
lockdown, I found time to do some
reflecting, using tools learnt at
meditation retreats. It is easy to
meditate for 30 minutes and be in peace,
but the challenge is how to manage the
rest of the day when your mind is in
pieces.
The key challenge is to keep the positive energy flowing in an environment
where every conversation is fueled by
the negative news floating around.
Therefore, it puts more pressure on

people to think deeply—not in those
thirty minutes of mediation but as we
go by our lives each day. There is that
deep sense of anxiety, uncertainty and
fear, but the awareness of these feelings an important step to move past
them. This is easier said than done, but
we are better prepared now to anticipate these challenges. Last year, I started voluntarily sessions on internalising and implementing change that I am
restarting for people who are open to
ask questions relating to themselves in
front of others.
For me, the pandemic brought
about the need for a deep sense of
understanding about oneself and
the necessity for change. This time
around, there are two major thoughts
that I am reflecting deeply on. First,
our connection with past and future
lives. Second, the need to be part of
social functions.
Birth and rebirth
As someone who was born a Buddhist,
past lives and future lives are discussed
more than the current life. There are
functions and ceremonies for the people who are dead and gone. We spend
more time correcting our past lives and
wanting a better life rather than focusing on this life. So what is the reasoning one can have when someone who
went to perform rituals for one’s ancestors in a shraddha ceremony actually

dies contacting Covid-19. Is this person’s current life less important than
the lives of that person’s ancestors? Or,
was it his karma to die this way? Many
people believe that our destiny is written when one is born or even when one
died in the previous lives.
Similarly, people would not stop weddings as they believed in the auspicious
time (saait) of the weddings are pre-destined. But what about the couple who
married on this auspicious time and
contacted Covid-19 in that bargain and
actually died. What if a guest attending
contracted Covid-19 this way? So is it
important to adhere to the auspicious
time, even if it means that people may
actually die? I am looking for answers.
Social pressure
There is that immense pressure to be
part of social events be it birth, marriage or death. And there are a host of
religious functions. All the people who
made so much noise even in Nepal and
India last year, accusing the Islamic
Tablighi Jamaat movement of spreading Covid-19 in the region, kept quiet
when millions took a dip in the river
during the Maha Kumbha Mela in
India; the scale of infection in the latter
event was much higher.
One fails to understand what prompted our septuagenarian former king
along with the former queen to decide
to visit this religious function. Even

after lockdown, social media is filled
with pictures of people attending weddings, birthdays, baby showers and
other social functions—at a time when
one is advised to wear masks even at
home.
Many in Nepal claim that one’s sanity is more important than one’s safety;
therefore, one cannot avoid social functions. The problem here is that Nepalis
are rights oriented rather than responsibility oriented; we think attending or
hosting social functions is our right.
The issue of ethnicity and culture is
then brought into the discourse, when
people are asked to refrain from organising big-scale events like a jatra.
Is it that our current lives are less
important because we have many lives
coming up in future that we do not
mind sacrificing our own lives, or the
lives of others? Or is it that the sense of
martyrdom sets in when someone succumbs to Covid-19 when attending a
social or religious function? Perhaps
the tendency of seeing such people as
unlucky
martyrs
rather
than
stupid fools who did not follow protocols tend to make people take these
issues lightly.
When one is in lockdown, the mind is
the only thing that can travel and traverse the world. While it is easy to let the
mind wander outside, it is also equally
important to lock down one’s mind and
let it explore deep within oneself.

Defending the free world again
Open societies again face
huge challenges in defending
their values and rebuilding a
global order.
Chris Patten

We have not heard the expression ‘the
free world’ for some time, and we certainly didn’t hear the president of the
United States referred to as ‘the leader
of the free world’ when Donald Trump
was in office. But when I was growing
up in the 1950s and 1960s, these terms
were commonplace in discussions of
international politics. Despite having
fallen into disuse, they are no less relevant today.
At the end of World War II,
European, North American, and other
democracies recognised that they
were confronted by the military and
political threat of their erstwhile ally,
Stalin’s Soviet Union. They described
themselves in short as ‘the West.’ The
US diplomat George F Kennan used
this word in his famous 1946 ‘Long
Telegram’ from Moscow, in which he
outlined the fundamental challenge to
our freedom and way of life posed by a
system whose view of reality was
incompatible with that of open capitalist societies.
‘Free world’ was an overused term.
It sometimes incorporated countries
that were anything but free—such as
some around the Mediterranean that
were run by unelected generals—and
it occasionally performed a propaganda function: How could anyone be
opposed to freedom? But the concept
was a useful way of defining the cooperation of countries that were by and
large liberal democracies with
social-market economies.
These countries had governments
that their citizens could replace in
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peaceful and fair elections. Political
majorities were constrained by
respect for minority opinions. Such
societies had constitutional checks
and balances, the rule of law, and
allowed—indeed, encouraged—freedom of the press and of inquiry, religion, and dissent. Moreover, they were
joined in alliances, not subjugated by
big and bullying neighbours.
To be sure, these democracies were
far from perfect. They made mistakes,
sometimes falling short of their own
standards and values (although they
usually knew when they were doing so).
But under their notion of governance,

the law served the people and not vice
versa. Citizens did not fear a knock on
the door in the dead of night, and prosperity grew and spread—if not always
as widely as one would desire.
The acknowledged leader of this alliance of countries with shared principles was the American president. The
US had played a crucial part in the victory over fascism, Nazism, and brutal
nationalism, and thereafter set about
building an international rules-based
order to which all would be subject and
in which all could thrive in peace. When
the Berlin Wall fell in 1989, the overwhelming consensus within liberal

democracies was that the collapse of
Soviet communism meant victory for
them—the free world.
Today, however, liberal democracies
again face huge challenges in defending their values and rebuilding a global order that Russia and China (with
its surging economy) will accept in
good faith and according to which
they will conduct their relations with
others. How should those of us who
live in open societies and want them
and their values to survive set about
defending the free world today?
We could start by recalling some of
the messages in Kennan’s telegram to

his political masters in Washington.
America ‘must formulate and put forward for other nations a much more
positive and constructive picture of
[the] sort of world we would like to
see,’ Kennan argued. ‘We must have
courage and self-confidence to cling to
our own methods and conceptions of
human society.’
This is now one of the many challenges confronting US President Joe
Biden’s administration. Trump was a
bruising mercantilist nationalist who
believed in neither allies nor universal human rights. While he correctly
highlighted some of China’s worst

behaviour, he disdained America’s
traditional friends, largely ignored
Russia’s brutishness, and failed to provide any vision of freedom and democracy to mobilise supportive international opinion.
For Biden, the international agenda
starts at home: defeating the coronavirus pandemic, rescuing the US economy, healing racial divisions, and
restoring decency, dignity, and responsibility to American public debate. To
the world, he has already said that he
is prepared to work with China, and
even Russia, in trying to tackle global
problems like climate change, but not
with the US playing the role of supplicant. China, for example, is arguably
more challenged by global warming
than any other country.
The Biden administration can cooperate with other developed countries
in an alliance of the free to provide
Covid-19 vaccines to poorer parts of
the world, and to help them with sustainable development aid, rather than
saddling them with huge debts to
finance questionable projects, as
China is doing. These countries
should make it clear that, both domestically and internationally, they want
to tackle wealth inequalities and apply
the global rulebook on trade and
human rights fairly to everyone.
Furthermore, liberal democracies
must offer economic and security protection to those who are bullied and
threatened by China or Russia.
Freedom must be seen to be universally applicable. We have to stop individual countries from being coerced into
actions that are plainly detrimental to
their own interests.
The best way to defend liberal
democracy is to practice it at home
and abroad with the ‘courage and
self-confidence’ that Kennan touted at
the dawn of the Cold War. This is also
the best way to ensure the survival of
our own conception of human freedom. And survive it will.
Patten, the last British governor
of Hong Kong and a former EU
commissioner for external affairs,
is Chancellor of the University
of Oxford.
— Project Syndicate
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Nervous consumers drive demand
for packaged goods and beverages
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Different parts of the country are
under partial and total lockdown in
response to a brutal second wave of
Covid-19.
With people ordered to remain
indoors and allowed to buy only products categorised as essential online,
they have begun to store food products, leading to a surge in demand for
fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG),
particularly consumer packaged
goods and beverages, traders said.
Most FMCGs have been classified as
essential items.
Insiders say the consumption of
domestically produced packaged
goods soared in both rural and urban
areas after the pandemic started last
year. With the southern border points
closed, the flow of contraband FMCGs
into the country stopped, and people
started buying local products.
At the same time, people cooped up
in their homes unable to eat out have
taken to packaged foods as they are
good for instant consumption. Many
people are now working from home,
and they have less time to spend on
cooking. So they see packaged foods as
the next best thing, traders said.
Dinesh Shrestha, vice-president of
the Federation of Nepalese Chambers
of Commerce and Industry, said the
consumption of FMCGs was high in
urban areas as they are ready to eat
and can be stored for a long time.
There is no authentic data regarding demand and supply, but there is a
tendency among people to store such
products, leading to alternating rise
and fall in demand, Shrestha said.
“The manufacturers have been setting their production goals as per
demand, and output has increased in
response to the rise in sales,” he said.
Surakchya Adhikari, chief operating officer and co-founder of online
supermarket Thulo.Com, says the consumption of fast moving consumer
goods has doubled compared to normal times with people stockpiling
such products.
Sales of products like baby foods
and packaged foods, especially bakery
products, noodles, biscuits, confectionery, chips and beverages have

Saudi Arab Riyal

Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank

Shares
2,652.75pts

Nepse

-0.46%

highest losers
HURJA
-3.58%

RHPL
-3.34%

LEC
-2.37%

GRDBL
-2.33%

SABSL
4.56%

GBLBS
4.93%

UMHL
6.6%

SHEL
9.77%

HPPL
-3.29%

JFL
-3.27%

SINDU
-2.72%

SJCL
-2.37%

MDB
-2.13%

NRN
-2.06%

moderate losers
PROFL
-2.21%

BFC
-2.21%

moderate gainers
CLBSL
5.5%

MERO
5.64%

CHL
5.84%

RADHI
5.85%

BBC
9.99%

NMFBS
9.99%

highest gainers
NGPL
9.88%

MLBSL
9.98%

bullion

Price Per tola

Fine Gold

Rs 90,400

Silver

Rs 1,300
Source: FENEGOSIDA

gasoline watch

India’s April factory
activity growth
picks up slightly

With people allowed to buy only essential products online, they have begun to stockpile food products, traders say.
KRISHANA PRASAIN
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Insiders say consumption of domestically produced packaged goods soared in both rural and urban areas after the pandemic started last year.
increased
twofold,
she
said.
“Consumers are buying extra packets
of packaged food compared to normal
times,” she said.
Consumer behaviour has changed
following the recent restriction order
due to last year’s experience of the
months-long lockdown. People are
stockpiling food items, Adhikari said.
Parash Shakya, executive director
of
Bhuramal
Lunkarandas
Conglomerate, said that uncertainties
will always create an increase in
demand because there is always fear
in the people’s minds. They are thinking about what will happen next, and
they want to make sure that they have
sufficient stocks of food that is consumed on a daily basis.
“The fear factor among the public
will lead to a surge in demand for
essential products if the current situation extends for a long time,” he said.
According to Tikendra Kumar
Shiwakoti, country sales manager of
Asian Biscuit and Confectionery,
domestic manufacturers have been

introducing new products as per consumer demand, due to which consumption is growing at a fast pace.
He said that demand for domestically produced biscuits increased after
the southern border was tightened.
“The maximum retail price of noodles has increased by 15 percent since
the pandemic due to higher raw material costs and transportation charges,” Shiwakoti said.
The second wave of the Covid-19
pandemic has certainly become the
biggest challenge for the manufacture
and supply of goods.
Anticipating a rise in future
demand, some FMCG manufacturers
plan to increase their production
capacity.
Asian
Biscuit
and
Confectionery aims to boost its production capacity by 25-30 percent.
Shrestha said that supply and production faced a setback due to labour
shortages. Shiwakoti expressed a similar view, adding that prohibitory
orders in different districts had begun
to impact production and supply.

As always happens for lack of coordination between different government entities, supply has not been
regular, Shrestha said.
Though there is no problem with
regard to the production of fast moving consumer goods currently, problems might occur in operating the
factory if the caseloads swell and the
government imposes stricter controls,
manufacturers said.
The onset of summer has pushed up
demand for personal care items, especially hand sanitisers and disinfectants, and beverages in both urban and
rural markets of the country.
According to the second quarter
report of Unilever Nepal, the company’s net profit for the quarter declined
by 44 percent to Rs131.45 million due
to loss of margin from revenue
degrowth due to Covid-19.
The net profit of Bottlers Nepal in
the second quarter of the fiscal year
amounted to Rs422.56 million, up from
Rs106.74 million during the same period last year.

REUTERS
BENGALURU, MAY 3

India’s factory activity accelerated
slightly in April as strict restrictions
to curb the devastating second-wave
of Covid-19 infections dampened
domestic demand, while prices surged
at their sharpest pace in about seven
years, according to a survey.
The rapidly spreading virus has
infected over 300,000 people daily
recently and resulted in a record number of deaths in the country, leading
major provinces to reimpose strict
restrictions that have curbed some
business activity.
Still, the Nikkei Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index, compiled by IHS Markit, edged up to 55.5
in April from March’s seven-month
low of 55.4, remaining above the
50-level separating growth from contraction for a ninth straight month.
Despite foreign demand expanding
at its quickest pace in six months, a
sub-index tracking overall demand
declined to its lowest since August,
indicating domestic demand suffered
from the health crisis that has left
hospitals and morgues overwhelmed.
Output also hit an eight-month low
in April, though the pace of expansion
remained solid.
“The PMI results for April showed a
further slowdown in rates of growth
for new orders and output, both of
which eased to eight-month lows amid
the intensification of the Covid-19 crisis,” noted Pollyanna De Lima, economics associate director at IHS
Markit. “Still, the increases were
strong by historical standards and the
survey revealed other positive news.
The headwinds facing manufacturers
cannot be ignored, however.”
Asia’s third-largest economy was
predicted to grow at a slower pace this
fiscal year than previously thought
due to the strong surge in coronavirus
cases and a delay in vaccinations, a
Reuters poll showed last week.
Firms cut jobs again last month,
extending the year-long spree, but the
rate of layoffs was the slowest since
March 2020. Optimism about the year
ahead also improved slightly.
Meanwhile, input costs surged at
their strongest pace in nearly seven
years, forcing firms to raise prices for
their goods at the sharpest rate since
October 2013, signalling overall inflation might remain elevated.

Turkey hopes lockdown
rescues tourism season

REUTERS

A tourist poses for a souvenir photo at the courtyard of Suleymaniye Mosque during a nationwide
‘full closure’ imposed to slow the rate of the coronavirus disease contagion in Istanbul, Turkey.
REUTERS
ISTANBUL, MAY3

Turkey’s tourism sector faces another lost
season after a rapid coronavirus rise
wiped out many early foreign bookings
and prompted Russia, its top source of visitors, to halt flights and warn against travel
this summer.
In a last-ditch move to cut infections and
save the season, President Tayyip Erdogan
last week imposed a lockdown through midMay in part, he said, so that European countries did not leave Turkey behind as they
re-open beaches, restaurants and travel.
The foreign cash that tourists spend is
critical to offset Turkey’s heavy foreign
debt, but revenues plunged 65 percent last
year when the pandemic first hit.
The tourism minister told Reuters that 30
million foreigners could arrive this year,
twice as many as last, if the lockdown succeeds in lowering daily Covid-19 cases to
below 5,000 from near 30,000 in recent days.
But travel agents, associations and hotels
said they fear this year will be little better
than last after the virus wave briefly ranked
Turkey second globally in new cases just as
the season kicked off, before it dropped back
to fourth.
Some Turkish and Russian agents see a
difficult few months until August, when
they say the Mediterranean and Aegean hot
spots and historic sites in Istanbul and elsewhere could fill up again. Much will depend
on last-minute bookings, they said.
“The lockdown decision will probably not
be able to save the season” because it was
taken too late, said Cem Polatoglu, general
manager at Istanbul-based Andiamo Tour.
Even if the lockdown cuts daily coronavirus cases to below 5,000 by the end of May, as
the government hopes, he said it takes time
for countries to remove travel warnings
“which means probably losing July too”.

Coronavirus cases topped 60,000 last
month, leaving Turkey’s top five tourist
sources—Russia,
Germany,
Britain,
Bulgaria and Iran—with travel warnings
in place.
Ankara said Moscow’s decision to halt
most flights until June 1 blocked 500,000
tourists, compared to a total of 2.1 million
Russians who came last year and some 6
million before the pandemic.
The flight ban could be extended.
Deputy Prime Minister Tatiana Golikova
said last week Russian operators should
not sell tours even after June 1 until authorities decide.
Yana Starostina, manager at Travelland
agency in Moscow, said clients still want to
go to Turkey but added she expects it won’t
be possible until August. Turkey’s foreign
and health ministers are set to visit Moscow
on May 12 to discuss travel.
Mediterranean tourist hubs are trying to
lock in bookings despite a shifting map of
travel warnings, local restrictions and vaccine rollouts.
Last week neighbouring Greece lifted
quarantine restrictions on more virus-free
visitors, while Turkey will ditch virus
test requirements for travellers from
Britain, China, Ukraine and some others by
mid-May.
Tourism accounts for some 12 percent of
Turkey’s economy and was the hardest hit
sector last year, even though virus-related
curbs had been lifted by June.
Turkey’s current account deficit ballooned to $37 billion last year when tourists
brought in only $12 billion, down from a
record $35 billion in 2019.
Though arrivals were down 54 percent
year-on-year in the first quarter, Tourism
and Culture Minister Mehmet Ersoy said a
sharp drop in coronavirus infections since
April 21 was a hopeful sign that “drastic”
lockdown measures were working.
C M Y K
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Volunteers provide oxygen as India’s
Covid-19 tally nears 20 million
Offering a glimmer of hope, the health ministry said positive cases relative to the number of tests fell on Monday.

REUTERS

REUTERS

US to launch trade
talks on Covid-19
vaccine distribution

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI, MAY 3

India’s tally of coronavirus infections
rose on Monday to just short of 20
million, propelled by a 12th straight
day of more than 300,000 new cases, as
scientists predicted the pandemic
could peak in the next couple of days.
Total infections since the start of
the pandemic have reached 19.93 million, swelled by 368,147 new cases over
the past 24 hours, while the death toll
rose by 3,417 to 218,959, health ministry data show. At least 3.4 million people are currently being treated.
But medical experts say actual
numbers could be five to 10 times
higher.
Hospitals have filled to capacity,
supply of medical oxygen has run
short and morgues and crematoriums
have been swamped as the country
grapples with the surge. Patients are
dying on hospital beds, in ambulances
and in carparks outside.
“Every time we have to struggle to
get our quota of our oxygen cylinders,” said BH Narayan Rao, a district
official in the southern town of
Chamarajanagar, where 24 Covid-19
patients died, some from a suspected
shortage of oxygen supplies.
“It’s a day-to-day fight,” added Rao,
as he described the hectic scramble
for supplies. In many cases, volunteer
groups have come to the rescue.
Outside a temple in the capital, New
Delhi, a group of Sikh volunteers is
providing oxygen to patients lying on
benches inside makeshift tents,
hooked up to a giant cylinder. Every 20
minutes or so, a new patient comes in.
“No one should die because of a
lack of oxygen. It’s a small thing otherwise, but nowadays, it is the one
thing every one needs,” Gurpreet
Singh Rummy, who runs the service,
told Reuters. He called it an oxygen
“langar”, the word used by Sikhs for a
communal free kitchen.
Offering a glimmer of hope, the
health ministry said positive cases
relative to the number of tests fell on
Monday for the first time since at least
April 15.
Modelling by a team of government

Briefing
Twenty six killed in boat
accident in Bangladesh
DHAKA: At least 26 people died and
several were missing after an
overcrowded speedboat collided
with a sand-laden bulk carrier and
sank on Bangladesh’s giant Padma
River on Monday, police said.
“Rescuers found 26 dead bodies and
some still could be missing,” said
Miraj Hossain, a senior police official
of the central Madaripur district,
where the accident occurred. Five
people were rescued and sent to
hospital, he said. Hundreds of people
die each year in ferry accidents
in Bangladesh, a low-lying country
that has extensive inland waterways
and lax safety standards.

Myanmar rebel group says it
shot down military helicopter
YANGON: The Kachin Independence
Army (KIA), one of Myanmar’s
most powerful rebel groups, said
on Monday it had shot down a helicopter after returning fire following
air strikes by the military, an official
at the group said. The United Nations
estimates that tens of thousands of
civilians have fled their homes as a
result of the fighting between the military and ethnic minority insurgents
in remote northern and eastern frontier regions. The conflict intensified
after Myanmar’s generals seized
power on February, ousting the elected government led by Aung San Suu
Kyi. The KIA’s information department head, Naw Bu, said the helicopter was shot down around 10:20 am at
a village near the town of Moemauk
in Kachin province.

Philippines protests ‘blocking’
of its patrol ships by China
MANILA: The Philippine government
has protested the Chinese coast
guard’s harassment of Philippine
coast guard ships patrolling a
disputed shoal in the South China
Sea, the Department of Foreign
Affairs said on Monday. It was
the latest of dozens of recent
protests by Manila’s foreign affairs
department, along with increasingly
acerbic remarks by the country’s
top diplomat and defence chief
about Chinese actions in the
disputed waters. The high-profile
feud has escalated despite President
Rodrigo Duterte’s friendly stance
toward China. Foreign Secretary
Teodoro Locsin Jr used an
obscene phrase in a tweet demanding
China get out of Philippine-claimed
areas. “What are you doing to
our friendship?” Locsin asked.
“You’re like an ugly oaf forcing your
attentions on a handsome guy who
(AGENCIES)
wants to be a friend.” 

India’s opposition sees
hope for the future in
Modi’s state election loss

REUTERS

A man cries as he sits next to his wife, who receives oxygen support for free for people
suffering from breathing problems, outside a Gurudwara (Sikh temple), in Ghaziabad, India.

India is in the grip
of its biggest crisis
since Modi took
office in 2014.
advisers shows coronavirus cases
could peak by Wednesday this week, a
few days earlier than a previous estimate, since the virus has spread faster
than expected.
At least 11 states and regions have
ordered curbs on movement to stem
infections, but Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government is
reluctant to announce a national
lockdown, concerned about the economic impact.
“In my opinion, only a national stay
at home order and declaring medical
emergency will help to address the
current healthcare needs,” Bhramar

Mukherjee, an epidemiologist with
the University of Michigan, said
on Twitter.
“The number of active cases is
accumulating, not just the daily new
cases. Even the reported numbers
state there are around 3.5 million
active cases.
As medical facilities near breaking
point, the government postponed an
exam for doctors and nurses on
Monday to allow some of those still in
training to join the coronavirus battle
alongside existing personnel, it said in
a statement.
India is in the grip of its biggest
crisis since Modi took office in 2014.
He has been criticised for not moving sooner to limit the spread and for
letting millions of largely unmasked
people attend religious festivals and
crowded political rallies in five states
during March and April.
Despite being the world’s biggest
producer of vaccines, India does not
have enough for itself. Just 9 percent

WILMINGTON: The US top trade negotiator will begin talks with the World
Trade Organization on ways to overcome intellectual property issues that
are keeping critically needed Covid-19
vaccines from being more widely distributed worldwide, two White House
officials said on Sunday.
The White House has been under
pressure from lawmakers at home and
governments abroad to join an
effort to waive patent rules for the
vaccines so that poorer countries can
begin to produce their own generic
versions of the shots to vaccinate
their populations.
The US has been criticised for focusing first on vaccinating Americans,
particularly as its vaccine supply
begins to outpace demand and doses
approved for use elsewhere in the
world but not in the US sit idle.
US Trade Representative Katherine
Tai will be starting talks with the
trade organization “on how we can get
this vaccine more widely distributed,
more widely licensed, more widely
shared,” said White House chief of
staff Ron Klain. Klain and national
security adviser Jake Sullivan said
the administration will have more to
say on the matter in the coming days.
Sullivan said the administration
believes pharmaceutical companies
“should be supplying at scale and at
cost to the entire world so that there is
no barrier to everyone getting vaccinated.”Klain said the US has sent
India enough of the raw materials it
needs to make 20 million vaccine
doses immediately. (AP)

of a population of 1.35 billion has
received a dose. India has struggled
to increase capacity beyond 80 million
doses a month due to lack of raw
materials and a fire at the Serum
makes
the
Institute,
which
AstraZeneca vaccine.

NEW DELHI, MAY 3

Indian opposition parties and political
commentators cheered the election
victory of a regional leader over
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ruling party in a big battleground state as
a sign his populist sway could be
checked.
Sunday’s defeat came as Modi
is being slammed publicly for failing
to tackle India’s explosive spike in
coronavirus infections that has
left the country in deep crisis,
with hospital and crematoriums
swamped and people dying for lack
of oxygen.
Modi addressed dozens of political
rallies in the state of West Bengal hoping to widen the appeal of his Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) to the east of the country from
its traditional northern and western
strongholds.
But West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, who ran the campaign for her regional party from a
wheelchair because of a fall at a rally,
won a two-thirds victory, raising opposition hopes Modi could be challenged
across the country.
“What Bengal does today, India does
tomorrow,” columnist Shobhaa De
wrote in The Print, paraphrasing a
quotation by 19th century liberal
Gopal Krishna Gokhale.
“What happened in West Bengal is
just the beginning.”
Prashant Kishor, a political strategist for Banerjee, said: “The election
result has given voice and hope to
those who want to fight this danger
called BJP.”
The Shiv Sena, another regional
group that controls the western state
of
Maharashtra that includes
Mumbai, said that the election result
was a personal defeat for Modi because
he put everything on the line and
ignored the health crisis.
“Instead of tackling the raging
Covid-19 pandemic, the entire
central government, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, was in the
poll arena of West Bengal to defeat
(Chief Minister) Mamata Banerjee,”
it said.

Mamata Banerjee
is raising hopes
that Modi could
be challenged
across the country.
Modi has held an iron grip on
Indian politics since sweeping
to power in 2014 and winning a
bigger victory in the 2019 national
election on the back of a strong Hindu
ideology.
Until now there has been no
challenger and with the main
opposition Congress party unable
to get its act together, Modi has
been expected to win the 2024
national poll.
But images of people dying from
Covid-19 in hospital parking lots and
corridors because of lack of beds,
hospitals themselves begging for
life saving oxygen supplies and
overflowing crematoriums have shaken the public mood, opinion polls
show.
Confidence in the government’s
handling of the crisis has plummeted
since February when the second
wave of infections started, according
to a survey among urban Indians
by polling agency YouGov.
From 89 percent saying the
government has handled the Covid-19
issue ‘very’ or ‘somewhat’ well in
April 2020, this number has declined
to 59 percent at the end of April 2021,
the latest data from YouGov’s Covid-19
Public Monitor showed.
Covid-19 is fanning a growing
anger against the federal government,
said political commentator Neerja
Chowdhury.
“People are not likely to forget
the shortage of hospital beds, oxygen
and vaccines in a hurry. They
are also unlikely to forget in
a hurry that the BJP’s central
leadership made winning Bengal
its life and death battle, when there
is a real life and death struggle on in
the country.”

US officials in Mideast to
reassure allies over Iran
Associated Press
ABU DHABI, UAE, MAY 3

Top Biden administration officials
and US senators crisscrossed the
Middle East on Monday, seeking to
assuage growing unease among Gulf
Arab partners over America’s re-engagement with Iran and other policy
shifts in the region.
The trips come as the US and Iran,
through intermediaries in Vienna,
discuss a return to Tehran’s tattered
2015 nuclear deal with world powers
that former President Donald Trump
abandoned three years ago. The
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia
and other Gulf allies, excluded from
Obama-era nuclear negotiations, have
repeatedly pressed for a seat at the
table, insisting that any return to the
accord must address Iran’s ballistic
missile program and support for
regional proxies.
Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del, a key Biden
ally dispatched on overseas diplomatic missions, told reporters in the
UAE’s capital of Abu Dhabi that he
hoped to allay the sheikhdom’s
“understandable and legitimate concerns” about the return to the landmark deal and to create “broader
engagement” with Gulf partners.
Coons said “close consultation”
with the UAE about the ongoing talks
in Vienna was “important, expected
and happening,” adding that he hopes

the Emiratis “may not just be notified,
but actually help.”
What that means remains unclear,
as Gulf states now watch with resignation as negotiations gain traction in
the Austrian capital. When asked to
elaborate, Coons balked at the suggestion that the UAE’s input had acquired
any greater significance in talks with
Iran over the last five years.
“I did not in any way mean to suggest that there was some deal in the
works where the Emiratis would be
securing anything,” he said. “Vienna
is the place where the United States
government, the administration, is
negotiating.”
Regional tensions are rising. To
pressure the Biden administration to
lift sanctions and come back into compliance with the deal, Iran has steadily violated the accord’s limitations on
nuclear enrichment and stockpiles of
enriched uranium. The long shadow
war between Israel and Iran has intensified, with suspected Israeli attacks
on Iranian ships in volatile Mideast
waterways and at Iran’s Natanz nuclear facility.
In a tour intended to boost
“long-standing political, economic,
cultural, and security ties,” several
senior Biden administration officials
are touring Arab capitals, with Brett
McGurk from the National Security
Council and Derek Chollet from the
State Department, among others.
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Visitors admire the Sistine Chapel inside the Vatican Museums on the occasion of the museum’s reopening in Rome on Monday.

Pandemic leaves Kosovo without printed daily newspapers
Associated Press
PRISTINA, KOSOVO, MAY 3

AP/rss

The printing presses stopped running at the start of the pandemic in Kosovo. The country’s
five dailies all stopped printing physical newspapers and turned into online media portals.

Ibrahim Gashi sold daily newspapers
in downtown Pristina for 35 years,
until they didn’t come anymore.
Azem Qerkini, an accountant and
newspaper collector, misses the time
when he went to Skopje, the capital of
neighbouring North Macedonia, in
search of a copy he needed.
Imer Mushkolaj, a journalist,
dreams of once more drinking his
morning coffee while flipping through
the daily papers.
Until March last year Kosovo had
five daily newspapers. One of them,
Koha, sold about 10,000 copies a day
at times when the news was most
interesting.
Since the start of the pandemic,
there have been no more newspapers
physically printed in Kosovo, only
online versions. The pandemic was
“the final straw, unfortunately turning Kosovo into the only country in
Europe, maybe wider, without a daily

paper,” said Mushkolaj.
Agron Bajrami, editor-in-chief of
Koha Ditore, would like to get back to
printing. “Many, probably more
older-generation people still would
like to read the newspaper physically,
to touch it as a paper,” he says. “But
at this moment, it’s not possible
economically.”
Online newspapers are a different
business model, however, that has tested Koha Ditore. The newspaper is facing an uphill struggle trying “to educate the people that they need to contribute by paying for the news that
they get,” Bajrami says.
It was the lockdown that brought
an end to printing. For months,
people were stuck at home, unable to
go into the streets in search of
news, and advertising accordingly
reduced. People turned to smartphones and TVs.
“The technology has made many
newspapers, formerly traditional
newspapers, try to behave as if they
were broadcasting live,” says Bajrami.

He added: “It comes with a cost, a huge
cost to professional standards.”
Very often, online portals pay more
attention to the speed of the news
rather than its accuracy.
People, especially older ones, find it
harder to distinguish a real story from
fake news, he said.
“Older generations are deprived
of their primary source of information ... and entertainment,” says
Mushkolaj.
Qerkini, the collector, believes that
younger generations in Kosovo are not
learning their young country’s
history well because of the lack of
print newspapers.
“The book, the newspaper cannot
be replaced by anything, be that a
computer, the internet, Facebook,
Twitter
or
any
technological
program,” said Qerkini.
Without government support—
which is unlikely to be forthcoming
in these hard times—it is hard
see how the newspapers can start
printing again.
C M Y K
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Biratnagar defeat Chitwan 2-0 to go top Can Paris Saint-Germain
Ranjit Dhimal-led side lead the Nepal Super League standings despite sharing equal points with Dhangadhi FC.

and Real Madrid
prevent all-English final?

Man City and Chelsea are in strong positions heading into
their semi-final second legs against PSG and Real Madrid.
Agence France-Presse
PARIS, May 3

Post Photo: Hemanta Shrestha

Pedro Javier Manzi Cruz (third left) and Santosh Tamang (second right) scored in Biratnagar City FC’s 2-0 win over FC Chitwan at the Dasharath Stadium in Tripureshwor on Monday .
SPORTS BUREAU
KATHMANDU, May 3

Biratnagar City FC climbed to the top
of Nepal Super League football tournament standings after a 2-0 win over
FC Chitwan on Monday.
Spanish forward Pedro Javier
Manzi Cruz and Nepali international
Santosh Tamang scored after the
break to lift Biratnagar above
Dhangadhi FC atop the standings
on both head-to-head and goal
difference.
The two teams are square on seven
points after four matches. Biratnagar
had thumped Dhangadhi 3-0 in their
campaign opener on April 25.
Butwal Lumbini remain at third
with five points but have a match
advantage over Biratnagar and
Dhangadhi and can leapfrog them at
the top spot if they beat fifth-placed
Kathmandu Rayzrs on Tuesday.
At an empty Dasharath Stadium,
the first half lacked much action with
fewer chances at both ends.
Chitwan failed to utilise a chance at
goal as early as the third minute when

Ruddy Jonathan N Mbakop released
Goran Jerkovich at left, but the French
forward’s pass could not find sprinting Shishir Lekhi.
Sunil Bal had an opportunity to put
Biratnagar in front in the 23rd minute
but the unmarked midfielder’s attempt
to tap a cross from Spanish forward
Cruz flew high above the bar.
In the 36th minute Bal curled a
cross from the right side of the area
but Nigerian forward Adelaja
Oluwawunmi’s header could not land
at the target.
Two minutes later Cruz cleverly
sent a long ball, almost from the centre, to surprise Chitwan goalkeeper
Bishal Sunar who had come out of his
position, but the shot could not find
the target.
Biratnagar continued to pile pressure on Chitwan after the break
as well.
Cruz should have scored in the 51st
minute when Nir Kumar Rai’s cross
found him near the six-yard box, but
as the unmarked striker was too hasty
in his effort, goalie Sunar was able to
make a comfortable save.

NEPAL SUPER LEAGUE Table
Team
Biratnagar
Dhangadhi
Butwal Lumbini
Pokhara
Kathmandu
Lalitpur
Chitwan

P
4
4
3
4
3
4
4

W
2
2
1
1
1
0
0

D
1
1
2
2
1
3
2

L
1
1
0
1
1
1
2

GF
7
7
6
1
1
2
3

GA
3
4
4
2
3
3
8

Pts
7
7
5
5
4
3
2

Tamang terrorised the Chitwan box
in the 58th minute with a powerful
shot forcing goalie Sunar to make a
finger-tip save.
Biratnagar finally broke the deadlock in the 73rd minute through Cruz.
The Spanish striker controlled a long
free kick from Bal near the penalty
spot and superbly fired a left-footed
volley into the right corner.
Tamang then wrapped up the win in
the 89th minute arrowing a brilliant
left-footed shot from outside the box
past Sunar into the right corner.
“Brilliant game, brilliant performance,” said a happy Biratnagar

coach Yan Law. “They created many
chances and could have scored more
but I am happy with two goals,” he
added.
The loss is a huge blow to Chitwan’s
hopes of qualifying for the semi-finals. They have yet to win a match in
the league. They remain at the bottom
after two draws and two losses.
Chitwan assistant coach Sailesh
Karmacharya blamed the match referee for making an unfair decision.
“He should have awarded a handball when, but he did not. That very
first goal shook our confidence. We
were gradually coming back into the
game but the decision of the referee
made us lose the match,” fumed
Karmacharya.
“The referee might have favoured
Biratnagar today because their coach
was vocal about him last time,” added
Karmacharya.
Biratnagar’s Suraj Jui Thakuri was
declared emerging player of the match
and bagged a purse of Rs10,000 while
Ranjit Dhimal was declared super
player of the match. Dhimal received
Rs25,000.

A second all-English Champions
League final in three seasons is in
sight with Manchester City and
Chelsea in strong positions heading
into the second legs of their last-four
ties against Paris Saint-Germain and
Real Madrid this week.
In 2019, as Liverpool beat Tottenham
Hotspur in Madrid to win the
Champions League, Chelsea had just
returned from defeating Arsenal in
Baku in the Europa League final. The
talk then was of a new era of English
dominance in Europe being ushered
in. Two years on, and despite the twin
hits of Brexit and the pandemic, an
identical scenario is a distinct possibility.
Pep Guardiola’s City host PSG after
winning 2-1 in France, leaving them
on the brink of a first ever Champions
League final. The appointment of
Thomas Tuchel has transformed
Chelsea and their 1-1 draw in Madrid
makes them favourites to reach
a first final since winning the trophy
in 2012.
Meanwhile, Manchester United
appear certain to reach the Europa
League final after crushing Roma 6-2
at Old Trafford. Arsenal could be their
opponents in Gdansk later this month,
if they can overturn a 2-1 deficit
against Villarreal.
It is hard to draw definitive conclusions about the meaning of results in
the knockout stages in Europe. Ties
are often decided by small details. But
there is a pattern emerging, and the
indication is some results in last
year’s ‘Final 8’ formats—with one-off
quarter-finals and semi-finals played
on neutral grounds—may end up looking slightly freakish.
Nine months after losing to Lyon in
a quarter-final in Lisbon, City look
ready to reach that elusive final following over a decade of huge investment from their Emirati owners.
Chelsea’s own run is not just about
Tuchel but also partly their decision
to spend close to 250 million euros
($300 million) on new signings last
summer.
Clubs across Europe are facing serious financial difficulties caused by the
impact of the pandemic, just as
Madrid president Florentino Perez
argued to justify the failed Super
League project of which he was the
chief backer.
Real and PSG are themselves two of
the world’s wealthiest clubs - indeed
the Spanish giants were a close second
to Barcelona in analysts Deloitte’s

Football Money League for the clubs
with the biggest revenues last season.
However, the Premier League’s
huge domestic and international
broadcast contracts put its clubs in an
enviable position.
“Domestically, the Premier League
TV rights deal dwarfs other leagues,
worth 3.6 billion euros a year, well
ahead of La Liga (two billion),
Bundesliga (1.4 billion), Serie A (1.3
billion) and Ligue 1 (0.8 billion),”
wrote football business blogger Swiss
Ramble last week. “This helps explain
why non-English clubs have been
more enthusiastic about the Super
League.”
England’s so-called “Big Six” did
initially sign up for the Super League,
but they had less need for it. They will
continue to feature heavily in the latter stages in Europe as they attract the

Guardiola’s City are
in the brink of first
ever Champions
League final.
bulk of the best players. The pendulum is swinging across the English
Channel.
Only two of the last 12 Champions
Leagues have been won by English
sides, with Madrid, Barcelona and
Bayern Munich the main forces in
that time. Indeed, with 11, Spain’s
giants have won more than twice as
many Champions League titles since
1998 as English clubs, with five, combined.
City appear to have the most complete team left, not to mention the finest coach of his generation. “If we
play like who we are, maybe we have
the chance to reach the final,”
Guardiola said after the win in Paris.
Chelsea have a fine coach and some
brilliant young talents, and PSG the
stardust of Neymar, Kylian Mbappe
and Angel Di Maria. Yet Real retain
the core of the team that won four
Champions Leagues between 2014 and
2018, and in Zinedine Zidane the coach
who delivered three of those.
From Raphael Varane and Luka
Modric to Toni Kroos and Karim
Benzema, their experience means the
prospect of them beating Chelsea and
winning the trophy in Istanbul on
May 29 must not be dismissed.
“We’re alive and we’re going to the
second leg with the idea of winning,”
said Zidane.

HOROSCOPE
ARIES (March 21-April 19) ****

CANCER (June 22-July 22) ***

LIBRA (September 23-October 22) ***

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19) ****

As an Aries, you don’t tend to stay down for very
long. Tuesday’s skies lift your spirits and provide a
fresh perspective for your long-term goals. The energy today will re-instill faith into your abilities and
will help you reconnect with your social life.

Tuesday’s skies are considerably gentler than those
of recent days, Cancer. The moon floats through
problem-solving Aquarius, focusing your attention
on relationship concerns and dealing with psychological debris.

As a Libra, you prefer to take a level-headed approach
to relationship matters. You’ve recently been asked
to surrender to your more raw feelings. Tuesday’s
skies help you reclaim a more objective and optimistic approach to your romantic involvements.

Tuesday’s skies help you get things back on the right
track, Capricorn. The moon floats through level-headed Aquarius, directing your focus towards
productive efforts.The energy today will help you
regain faith in your process.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) ***

LEO (July 23-August 22) ***

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21) ***

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18) ***

Don’t be afraid to dream big, Taurus. The universe is
encouraging you to break into a new sphere of your
career, but it’s imperative that your need for practicality doesn’t hinder your ability to envision fresh
possibilities.

The universe has been urging you to embrace some
major changes, Leo. That process can begin smoothly
under Tuesday’s skies, as the unconventional
Aquarius moon invites you to explore fresh options
and collaborations.

Tuesday’s cosmic landscape propels you into a more
uplifted mood than that of recent days, Scorpio. The
moon dips into feelingful Pisces, pointing your focus
towards creative pursuits, pleasure, and romantic
involvements.

You’re doing everything you can to make grounded
choices and changes in your world, Aquarius. Let
Tuesday’s skies revitalise your sense of optimism in
the process. Today, the moon dips into soft Pisces,
prompting you to focus on productive pursuits.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) ****

VIRGO (August 23-September 22) ****

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21) ***

PISCES (February 19-March 20) ***

The pep is returning to your step today, Gemini. Now
that your ruler Mercury is back on home turf in your
sign, a refreshed sense of your identity and purpose
is beginning to emerge. Today the moon’s entrance
into Pisces illuminates career concerns.

It’s not always easy for you to have faith in the process, Virgo. You crave tangible evidence that things
are happening. Now more than ever, the universe is
imploring you to surrender to the power of belief.
This story is highlighted on the job front today.

You’re bound to feel more like yourself beneath
Tuesday’s skies, Sagittarius. You’re not accustomed
to feeling overly serious or doubtful of your potential—it goes against your very nature! Today, direct
your attention towards home and family matters.

Let yourself heal behind closed doors today, Pisces.
Tuesday’s skies work to brighten the mood back up,
but you may still have a few things to work through
before you feel leveled out. The moon glides into your
sign, helping revitalise your sense of self.
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Apple’s colourful vision for 2021
The first Apple event of the year came with a lot of new announcements.
Prajesh Sjb Rana

O

n April 20, 2021, Apple held
its first event of the year,
which it called “Spring
loaded”, advertised a new
colourful theme for the
company. The first Apple
event of the year came with a lot of new
announcements that hint at the path the
company is going to be taking for the year.
Among the new releases by Apple, we see
new AirTag locator pucks, a new redesign
of the iMac around Apple’s in-house
Apple Silicon and an iPad Pro powered
with the same chip. Smaller announcements like a new Apple TV 4K with a
shiny new remote, a new purple iPhone
and new Apple Podcast subscriptions
have also been announced but we’re going
to take a deeper dive into the main three
products today.
It seems obvious that Apple is concentrating their efforts on integrating as
many of the products to their seriously
impressive M1 chips. Apple launched the
M1 chip through their MacBook and Mac
Mini products last year, and this year, the
inclusion of the chip on the severely outdated baseline iMacs come as a welcome
addition. Moving away from Intel’s comparably inefficient design has allowed
Apple to shrink the heat-dissipation systems in the iMac, allowing for a very
impressive new iMac design. The newly
announced iMacs come in a mind-boggling 11.5mm thickness, with thinner-bezels housing a 24-inch 4k Retina Display.
They also come in seven different colours
now with a design aesthetic that has had
polarising reviews.
While the thickness of the iMac is a
technical marvel, the new iMac designs
still incorporate the bottom chin that had
defined previous generation iMacs. Even
though the chin remains an iconic for the
iMac, the small profile of the SOC thanks
to the M1 chips should have made it easier for Apple to squeeze the computer
behind the display for a more elegant,
no-bezel look. But regardless, the chin
houses some really impressive hardware,
Apple has managed to squeeze six Dolby
Atmos capable speaker units into the chin
which, if the sound quality of recent
MacBooks are any indication, should
sound amazing. Apple has also designed
the iMac around a duo-tone colour design,
meaning slightly different colours are
being used for the different aspects of the
chassis creating an interesting colour
scheme.
The power cable for the iMac has also
been redesigned to an outer power-supply
unit with a built-in ethernet port (on
some models) that connects to the computer magnetically. The MagSafe connec-

Apple is concentrating
their efforts on integrating as many of
the products to their
impressive M1 chips.

Reuters

Apple’s Spring Loaded 2021 event was a flurry of colours.
tors have been some of the most missed
features in newer Apple computers and
its comeback on the iMac computers is a
welcome addition even though the thinness of the computer probably pushed
Apple to redesign the old thick three-pin
power connectors. Internally, the inclusion of the M1 on the iMac is going to
provide the computer with a lot of horsepower since the chip itself has seen very
impressive implementation on MacBooks.
A M1 powered MacBook Air performed
better than heavily powered Intel
MacBook Pros. This power is definitely
going to push the raw horsepower of the
iMac, but Apple has announced an M1
powered iPad pro as well.
The new iPad Pros are going to come
equipped with the M1 Chips, which while
all good and nice, feels way too overkill

for a tablet computer. Apple’s M1 chips
have been performing amazing on laptop
computers and having the iPad run off of
the M1 gives the iPad Pros a performance
boost that beats all Android tablets out of
the water. To be fair, Apple has been
untouchable in the tablet market for years
now with Android tablets struggling to
provide the same user experience as iPad
OS—many applications of Android don’t
support tablet resolutions and the
Android experience on tablets just feels
unpolished compared to Apple. These
M1-powered iPads also come in similar
specifications to the MacBook Air and
even support high-speed transfers
through Thunderbolt. But while the M1
chips are definitely going to overpower
the iPads, Apple has also managed to
shrink their Pro Display XDR technology

into the iPads, equipping them with the
first Mini-LED HDR display that Apple
calls “Liquid Retina XDR”. Apple Pro
XDR Displays are seriously impressive
with a price-tag to match since they’re
designed for use in extremely professional settings by industry professionals.
When you shrink a display of this caliber
to the iPad, the resulting iPad Pro creates
truly amazing pictures with HDR support, 120Hz refresh rate and a one million
to one contrast ratio. While Apple’s displays have been good even on LCD, the
move to mini-LED is definitely going to
help the company get the darkest blacks
and the brightest whites thanks to the
25,000 local dimming zone.
So, while the future looks M1 for many
of Apple’s products, they’ve also released
a quality-of-life product that many Apple

fans had been hoping for for a long time.
The AirTags are small plastic pucks with
a metal backplate that function as digital
tags for Apple’s Find My service. These
tags can be used with anything you’d
want to keep an eye on, and the tags come
with some colourful keychains and suitcase tags that you can pair them up with.
These tags work through Apple’s sophisticated network of all Apple devices that
communicate with each other to location
track these tags, which means if even
you’re far away from a stolen or lost
AirTag, other Apple devices will communicate with them when they pass by and
update the location of the tags. Other
digital tracking device manufacturers
like Tile have been producing these devices for way longer than Apple, but the
Apple backbone that AirTags benefit
from should make AirTags a no-brainer
if you’re already inside the Apple
ecosystem.
The AirTags come with some really
interesting features as well, which work
especially well with Apple’s new iPhones
that are equipped with the U1 chip. In
newer iPhones, the new Precision
Tracking feature guides users directly to
the Tag when lost with a shorter distance
through Bluetooth while working off the
Apple device grid for more long-distance
losses. Apple has also thought about the
malicious use of these tags to track people unknowingly and have addressed
these concerns through smart software
measures as well.
Apple’s Spring Loaded 2021 event was a
flurry of colours indeed but it also defined
a strong design refresh that we hadn’t
seen from Apple in a long time. All
iPhone, iPads and iMacs have been
updated to adopt Apple’s new boxy,
rounded corners design, and even
internally, Apple’s new M1 chips are
bringing unprecedented power to even
devices like the iPad. And with Apple
further developing the M1x or M2 chips,
Apple is only going to widen the power-divide between ARM-based SOCs and Apple
Silicon.
Rana is a Kathmandu-based tech writer
who has been covering all things tech for
the past decade.

At Tehran garage, Iranian woman polishes cars and her dreams
The auto industry remains male-dominated around the world, let alone in the tradition-bound Islamic Republic.
MOHAMMAD NASIRI
Iran

I

t’s a men’s-only club in the tangle of
auto repair shops on the traffic-clogged streets of Iran’s capital,
Tehran. Among them, workers toil
in
dim
garages,
welding
and wrenching, fabricating and
painting.
That’s until Maryam Roohani, 34, pops
up from under a car’s hood at a maintenance shop in northeastern Tehran, her
dirt- and grease-stained uniform pulled
over black jeans and long hair tucked into
a baseball cap—which in her work,
replaces Iran’s compulsory Islamic headscarf for women, or hijab.
Buffing a blue BMW sedan in the shop
until it shines, she couldn’t be farther
from the farms of her childhood. In the
rural, tribal village of Agh Mazar near
Iran’s
northeastern
border
with
Turkmenistan, girls get married after
hitting puberty and devote their lives to
raising children.
“I have sort of broken taboos,” Roohani
said at the garage, where she carefully
coats cars with attention-getting gleams
and scrapes sludge from their engines. “I
faced opposition when I chose this path.”
The auto industry remains male-dominated around the world, let alone in
the tradition-bound Islamic Republic.
Still Iranian women, especially in the cities, have made inroads over the years.
They now make up over half of all
college graduates and a sizable part of the
workforce.
A farmer’s daughter, Roohani grew up
laboring on the land like most other children in Agh Mazar. But unlike her five
siblings, she had her eyes on her father’s
tractor, and developed an uncanny knack
for driving it at an early age.
Even as she worked as a hairdresser
and studied to become a makeup artist in
Bojnurd, the provincial capital, a greater
passion pulled her in: applying finishes
to cars.
To the scorn of villagers and some
family members, she traded used
cars for extra cash and dreamed of working as a car polisher and detailer.
Although relatives turned against her
and cut off contact, her father had a
more liberal attitude, supporting her
despite the pushback and letting her postpone marriage to pursue her love of polishing.
There were no international car polish
training programs she could find in the
rolling wheat and barley fields of North
Khorasan province, nor elsewhere in the
country at the time. So she flew to Turkey,

AP

Iranian car detailer Maryam Roohani polishes a car at a detailing shop in Tehran.
where she battled male skeptics to earn
her car polishing certificate.
Armed with credentials, she set up
shop in a small, rented space at a Tehran
garage. Customers flocked to marvel at
the area’s first female car detailer, snapping photos and sharing footage on social
media. Her Instagram account and online
persona as Iran’s “Miss Detailer” grew.
But her initial successes drew resentment from male colleagues—and at times,
even sabotage.
Some tainted her polishing pads with
acid to burn the paint of her customers’
cars, she recounted. Others tampered
with her machines and tore up the costly

pads that she purchased with her life’s
savings, she said. Complaints to the
garage’s owner went nowhere and without hard evidence, the police couldn’t
help either.
Roohani wanted to cut and run after
that. But her reputation had grabbed the
attention of a prominent Tehran auto
shop, which suddenly offered her a job.
For the past few years, she has lived out
her dream as a professional car polisher,
detailer and washer.
Roohani even now trains and inspires
other women to do the same despite the
obstacles. Her online videos include her
hard at work polishing a vintage

Chevrolet Chevelle or smiling over the
hood of a freshly detailed jet-black BMW,
so smooth that a plastic cup slides
down it.
“I got excited the first time I saw
(Roohani) because in Iran, with its limitations for women, we are not usually trusted to do such jobs,” said Farahnaz Deravi,
one of Roohani’s trainees.
Interest in auto repair work has exploded in Iran since former President Donald
Trump withdrew from Tehran’s landmark nuclear deal with world powers and
imposed biting sanctions. To preserve its
foreign currency, Iran banned the import
of Asian and European-made cars, caus-

ing prices of the vehicles to quadruple.
Iranians with the means to own expensive cars cherish them more than ever
and pay hefty sums to maintain the status
symbol.
Although Roohani’s business is brisk,
Iran’s economy is struggling with a series
of mounting crises, including international isolation and a raging pandemic.
Roohani now imagines her future as a
professional detailer abroad, and hopes to
start her own business somewhere in
Europe one day.
“The Iranian ‘Miss Detailer’ must
shine out there,” she said, smiling.
— Associated Press
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