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Upcoming upper
house polls could
leave a weakened
UML even weaker
A loss may be solely the UML’s but holds the potential for
affecting national understanding by deepening the divide.
TIKA R PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, NOV 24
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A woman walks through the charred remains of houses destroyed by a massive fire in Gamgadhi, the Mugu district headquarters, on November
15, pictured on Wednesday. Twenty-one houses were destroyed and over 100 families rendered homeless in the fire. There are no casualties.

Inside
Water supply in Baglung
Bazaar insufficient for the
growing population
BAGLUNG: For the residents of
Baglung Bazaar, the headquarters of
Baglung district, shortage of clean
drinking water is a decades-old problem. The area, home to prominent
political representatives, administrators and businesspersons, has been
under drinking water shortage for
the past five decades despite the
authorities spending hundreds of
thousands of rupees on various water
projects. The construction of several
small scale projects over the years
has not been able to solve the drinking water crisis in Baglung Bazaar
that saw rapid urbanisation and a
rise in population after it was named
the district headquarters. Residents
say the taps in the community have
run dry and those still in operation
don’t deliver clean water.  (Details on Pg 2)

Few takers for loan
scheme aimed at saving
pandemic-hit businesses

The terms of as many as 20 National
Assembly members expire on March
4, and elections to replace them are set
to take place on January 24. Given the
changed political dynamics, the CPNUML, which currently controls a
majority of seats, is going to slide into
minority.
Eight members from the UML, four
each from the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist Centre) and CPN
(Unified Socialist), three from the
Nepali Congress, and one nominated—are completing their four-year
terms as determined by drawing lots
in June 2018.
Currently, the UML is in the opposition, even though it was the leading
party after winning the 2017 elections
in alliance with the Maoist
Centre.
After KP Sharma Oli’s fall in
mid-July, the Congress has been
leading the government with the
support of the Maoist Centre,
CPN (Unified Socialist), Janata
Samajbadi Party and the
Rastriya Janamorcha.
The five parties are planning
to contest the National Assembly
elections
as
an
alliance,
which will mean a struggle for
the UML to retain the eight

upper house seats.
“I don’t think there could be any
change in the existing partnership
among the five parties at least until
the National Assembly elections,”
said Radheshyam Adhikari, an
Assembly member representing the
Nepali Congress. “The UML will have
to bear a huge loss politically after the
upcoming upper house polls.”
In
the
59-member
National
Assembly, 23 members are from the
UML and 13 from the Maoist Centre,
excluding the chair and vice-chair.
The Nepali Congress has seven members, CPN (Unified Socialist) 7, Janata
Samajbadi Party 2 and Loktantrik
Samajbadi Party has 1 member.
There is one independent member
and three were nominated.
The nominated member who is
going to complete his term on March 4
is Ram Narayan Bidari representing
the Maoist Centre.
The National Assembly members
are elected by an electoral college.
Each of the seven provinces elects
eight members and the President
appoints three members on the recommendation of the government.
The electoral college is made up of
members of the provincial assembly
and chairperson/mayor and vice-chairperson/deputy mayor of local federal
units within the province.
>> Continued on page 2

Central bank says it has asked the government
to relax tough conditions to boost lending.

Health Ministry doesn’t know
about people who missed
second vaccine doses
KATHMANDU: Around 10 percent of
Kathmandu residents who took the
first dose of either AstraZeneca or
Vero Cell vaccine have not taken the
second dose within the prescribed
gap. Officials estimated that the figure was very high--until some months
ago.“Over 80,000 people who took the
first dose had not taken the second
dose until a few months ago,” said
Sambhu Kafle, chief of Health Office
Kathmandu. “But a lot of people have
taken the second dose after we started
supplying the vaccine regularly.”According to Kafle around 10,000 to
15,000 people have still not sought second doses. And what is alarming is
the Health Ministry does not know
the whereabouts of the people who
took the first dose of vaccine but
have not received the second. The
Health Ministry does not have a database to track the people who are not
seeking the second doses. Earlier, officials at the Health Office Kathmandu
had said around 40 percent of the
people aged 65 years and above, who
took the first dose in March, did not
(Details on Pg 3)
seek the second dose. 

Nepal’s hotels and restaurants
making slowest recovery
KATHMANDU: Nepal’s hotels and restaurants are still straining to get back on
their feet after the coronavirus disaster while most business sectors have
moved into full recovery mode, a
study released by the central bank on
Wednesday shows. The third follow-up survey conducted by Nepal
Rastra Bank in October reveals that
transactions of the hotel and restaurant sector have risen to a little over
half of pre-Covid levels, reaching 57.2
percent last month, compared to the
national average of 74.7 percent. Last
year, after Nepal imposed a complete
lockdown on March 24, hotels and restaurants saw their turnover plunge to
(Details on Pg 7)
7 percent in June. 
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Bankers attribute the lacklustre response to strict borrowing conditions.
PRITHVI MAN SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU, NOV 24

Since the start of the current fiscal
year 2021-22 in mid-July, the stateowned Rastriya Banijya Bank has not
granted even a single loan to businesses under the government’s Business
Continuity Credit Plan meant for
Covid-19 affected businesses.
Even though the credit scheme was
a much prioritised plan announced in
last year’s budget to help the pandemic-hit micro, small and medium enterprises (MSEs) and tourism industry,
demand for loans under the scheme
has remained subdued, according to
the Nepal Rastra Bank.
The two-year scheme allows MSEs
and tourism businesses left cashless
by Covid-19 to borrow funds to pay
their employees. Borrowers have to
pay 5 percent interest in the first year
and 6 percent the following year.
“No loan under the scheme has been
granted in the current fiscal year,”
said Kiran Kumar Shrestha, chief
executive officer at the Rastriya
Banijya Bank (RBB).
Other banks have, however, lent
around Rs93 million under the
schemes during the first quarter of
the current fiscal year, according to
central bank statistics. As much as
Rs956.7 million was lent in the last
fiscal year while just over Rs1.05 billion has been lent by mid-October,
according to central bank statistics.
In fact, in the first month of the
current fiscal year, only one company--Global Education Service Pvt
Ltd—had received a loan under the
scheme. In the last fiscal year 2020-21,
12 firms had received loans under the
scheme, central bank data show.

Given that the banks and financial
institutions extended loans totalling
Rs287 billion under various other
schemes during the first quarter of
the current fiscal year, the size of the
business continuity loan [93 million]
is insignificant in comparison.
Bankers and central bank officials
attributed the lacklustre response to
strict borrowing conditions, which
bar businesses having received subsidised credit under other schemes from
applying for loans under Business
Continuity Credit Plan.
Clause 10 of the Business Continuity
Loan Disbursement Procedures, 2020
states that borrowers who are enjoying subsidised loans from banks and
financial institutions, government
agencies or donor agencies are not
eligible for loans under this scheme.
“The loan procedures bar firms
which are enjoying refinance loans
from participating in the scheme,”
said Dev Kumar Dhakal, spokesperson
for the central bank. “And a majority
of firms hit by the pandemic had
already received refinance loans
before the new scheme was announced,
hence the poor response to business
continuity loans.”
Under the refinance scheme, the
central bank subsidises interest on
loans by providing funds at 1 to 3 percent interest to commercial banks.
The government released the loan
procedures in November last year,
nearly six months after announcing a
Rs50 billion scheme through the
budget statement in May last year.
Summit Air, which received the
business continuity loan last fiscal
year, had two options—refinance loan
or business continuity loan.

>> Continued on page 2
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Few takers for
loan scheme
aimed ...
>> Continued from page 1
“We actually wanted refinancing of
our US-dollar loan, but that is not
allowed, so we opted for a business
continuity loan,” Manoj Karki, managing director of Summit Air.
Earlier, Summit Air, which relied
mostly on the income from foreign
tourists who go on mountain flights,
had taken loans in US dollars from
Nepali banks. After the pandemic
badly hit the aviation sector, the company received a business continuity
loan of around Rs85 million to pay its
staff, pay premium of insurance and
to cover other administrative costs.
As per the loan procedures of the
two-year credit programme, businesses falling under the most-affected sectors can get up to Rs100 million credit
while businesses falling under the
moderately affected category can get
up to Rs70 million and those under the
partially affected category can get up
to Rs50 million.
Half of the loan can be used to pay
staff salaries, and the other half can
be used as working capital to continue
the business. Businesses enjoying the
credit scheme cannot sack any
employee during the loan period.
Karki also believes that the need to
meet several conditions to apply for
the loan might have discouraged many
businesses from applying for the business continuity loan. Rastriya Banijya
Bank’s Chief Executive Officer
Shrestha also stressed the need for
relaxing the existing provisions of the
business continuity loan to encourage
more businesses to seek the loan.
Amid poor response to the scheme, the
central bank has also asked the government to relax some provisions of
the loan.
“We have asked the finance ministry to relax some provisions, including the one that bars borrowers who
are using other subsidised loans from
applying for business continuity
loans,” said Dhakal.
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A man prepares asphalt to be used for blacktopping a road at Chuchchepati, Kathmandu on Wednesday.

Water supply in Baglung Bazaar
insufficient for the growing population
The construction of several small scale projects over the years has not been able to solve the drinking water crisis
in Baglung Bazaar that has seen rapid urbanisation and a rise in population.
PRAKASH BARAL
BAGLUNG, NOV 24

For the residents of Baglung Bazaar,
the headquarters of Baglung district,
shortage of clean drinking water is a
decades-old problem. The area, home
to prominent political representatives, administrators and businesspersons, has been under drinking water
shortage for the past five decades
despite the authorities spending hundreds of thousands of rupees on various water projects.
The construction of several small
scale projects over the years has not
been able to solve the drinking water
crisis in Baglung Bazaar that saw
rapid urbanisation and a rise in population after it was named the district
headquarters.
Local residents say the taps in the
community have gone dry and those
that are still still running don’t deliver
clean water.
“There are over 4,000 taps in
Baglung Bazaar. But most of the taps
have run dry and those that give water

do so for two hours a day only,” said
Kamala GC, a resident of Baglung
Bazaar.
“We don’t get water supply at home
and even when we do, the water we get
is untreated and unfit for consumption,” she said. “During this year’s
monsoon, we did not get any water
supply.”
The monsoon rains had damaged
the water supply lines in Baglung
Bazaar.
Himal Prasad Sharma, manager of
the Baglung Municipality Drinking
Water and Sanitation Consumer
Committee, said landslides triggered

The monsoon
rains damaged
several water
supply lines in
Baglung Bazaar.

by monsoon rains damaged pipelines
and disrupted water supply to the
area.
“The landslides swept away 22 pillars that were supporting a water
pipeline. The 300-metre-long pipeline
used to supply water to Baglung
Bazaar from Resh Khola and Bhundi
Khola
in
Kathekhola
Rural
Municipality,”
said
Sharma.
“Repairing the pipeline took us a
while and resumption of water supply
was delayed.”
Besides piecemeal projects, the district headquarters also boasts of big
drinking water projects but these projects are about 50 years old and incapable of catering to the growing population of Baglung Bazaar.
In an effort to resolve the drinking
water crisis, a project was initiated in
1975/76 that supplied water from
Rithey Khola in Tityang to the area
through 13 public taps.
“Although the project gave some
respite to the locals then, it could not
sustain the growing population,” said
Hari Prasad Shrestha, chairman of
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Local residents say the taps in the community have gone dry and those that are still running don’t deliver clean water.

the Baglung Municipality Drinking
Water and Sanitation Consumer
Committee.
Later in 1995/96, a project that
would bring 17 litres of water per second to Baglung Bazaar from Resh
Khola was completed at a cost of Rs150
million. However, the project could
not fulfill the water needs of the growing population, and in 2009/10, another project was initiated with an aim to
supply 20 litres of water per second
from Bhudi Khola to Baglung Bazaar.
According to Sharma, manager of
the consumer committee, another project at Rithe Khola, which was supposed to supply 40 litres of water per
second to the bazaar area, has not
been running at full capacity.
Another project that has been in the
pipeline since the fiscal year 2016/17
aims to supply 70 litres of water per
second to Baglung Bazaar. However,
work under the project, which is being
done with 30 percent investment from
the consumer committee and 70 percent from the federal government, is
in shambles.
“The project aims to collect water
from the river and filter and supply it
to Baglung Bazaar through the lift
system, but the contractor has failed
to complete the project on time,” said
Shrestha. “We have extended the deadline twice but not even half of the
project’s work has been completed.”
Shrestha also pointed out the
administrative red tape as the
reason for the delay in the project’s
completion.
“Although the initiative was taken
by the consumer committee, all
responsibilities and budget are controlled by the Federal Drinking Water
and Sewerage Management Project,”
said Shrestha. “We are called to sign
documents
but
they
control
everything. We initiated the project to
supply drinking water to the locals
but the administrative red tape has
been frustrating.”
Ram Krishna Yadav, chairman of
the Federal Drinking Water and
Sewerage Management Project, said
that the Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent prohibitory orders caused
delays in completing the project.
“The contractors have said that the
construction work will be completed
within a year and we need to give
them that much time,” said Yadav.
“There was some confusion during
the construction work, as new technology was being used, which also caused
delays.”
Engineer Bikram Adhikari of
Jayamata Engineering Company said
that the company has completed
around 75 percent of the project work
using 64 percent of the budget.
Adhikari further said that since
there were some shortcomings in the
study of the project, the construction
works cannot be completed within the
current budget.

Upcoming upper house ...
>> Continued from page 1
Each provincial assembly member’s
vote has a weightage of 48 whereas
each chairperson/mayor/vice-chairperson/deputy mayor’s vote carries a
weight of 18.
Except in Province 1, the ruling
alliance currently controls enough
weightage to beat the UML.
If the UML fails to retain its eight
members, it will be reduced to 15 seats
in the National Assembly. Since all the
20 members who will be elected from
the January 24 elections will have a
six-year term, there could be
some political impacts in the aftermath of the general elections that are
due next year.
As per the current composition prepared in consultation with Election
Commission officials, the UML has a
total weightage of 4,542 against the
ruling alliance’s 4,464 in Province 1.
Others control a weightage of 342.
Similarly, in Province 2, the UML’s
vote weightage is 942, far less than
7,146 of the ruling alliance. Others
combined have a weightage of 408. In
Bagmati, the alliance has 4,956 against
UML’s 4,152 while other parties combined have a weightage of 408. In
Gandaki, the alliance’s weightage is
2,988 against UML’s 2,394 and the other
parties have 510. In Karnali, the alliance has a weightage of 4,110 and
UML has 3,324 while other parties
combined have 408. In Sudurpaschim,
the weightage of the alliance is
3,755, UML has 1,788 and other parties
have 132.
Loss of seats in the National
Assembly will come as a major setback for the UML, which has by now
lost governments in all the provinces.
UML’s position is slightly better in
Province 1 with the party’s weight
being 78 more than that of the alliance. But the race for National
Assembly seats is still tight for the
party as it is still not clear where the
fringe parties’ votes would go.
“We have eight more members in
the provincial assembly while UML
has some more voters in the local
units of the province,” said Rajendra
Rai, chief minister of Province 1. “As
the weight of the votes of the
Provincial Assembly members is
higher, we will win the seats.”
This means the fringe parties’ votes
could determine the outcome.
“Since the voting will be secret
some votes could even go beyond the
party lines so we cannot predict when
there is a small difference in vote
weights of parties,” said Komal
Dhamala, deputy spokesperson of the
Election Commission.
But the leaders of the coalition have
said they could garner a majority even
if the Rastriya Prajatantra Party,
which has four voters in the local
units and one in the Provincial
Assembly, sided with the UML.
If the coalition partners manage to
snatch away all eight upper house
seats held by the UML, they will have
a comfortable two thirds majority in
the Upper House as well.
In that situation, even if the UML
wins the next general elections and
forms a government, it could face a
tough time passing bills.
All bills must be passed by both the
Houses for them to become law.
If the ruling coalition manages to

command a majority in the National
Assembly, it may also replace the
chairperson.
The current chair of the National
Assembly, Ganesh Timilsina, was
elected from the UML.
“A simple majority can elect the
chair of the National Assembly, but a
two-thirds majority is required to
remove him/her,” said Ram Narayan
Bidari, a member of the National
Assembly.
“I don’t think the UML will win the
next general elections. But even if
they emerged as the largest party, they
would face difficulty in endorsing the
bills from the upper house.”
Since the National Assembly chair
is a member of the Constitutional
Council, his/her role is crucial in constitutional appointments.
The Constitutional Council, headed
by the prime minister, has the chief
justice, House Speaker, National
Assembly chair, deputy speaker and
the leader of the opposition as
members.

Except in Province
1, the ruling alliance
currently controls
enough weightage
to beat the UML.
When Oli was prime minister, he
had introduced an ordinance to amend
the Constitutional Council Act to ease
the convening of the meeting and recommending names for constitutional
bodies.
Oli was forced to do so after Sher
Bahadur Deuba, who was the leader
of the opposition then, and Speaker
Agni Sapkota repeatedly skipped the
meetings.
The ordinance was repealed after
Deuba became prime minister.
In the changed scenario, for the
Constitutional Council to convene, the
National Assembly chair’s presence is
a must. Since Timilsina was elected
from the UML, it is unlikely he would
attend any meeting.
In that case, if the ruling coalition
commands a majority in the National
Assembly, Timilsina could be replaced
by anyone from the coalition parties.
Political analysts, however, say such
a practice would not do good to Nepal’s
democratic process.
They say political parties must
come up with some sort of understanding regarding the appointments
in the constitutional bodies besides
major constitutional positions, including the chairperson and vice-chairperson of the National Assembly and the
Deputy Speaker, which is still vacant,
instead of making appointments
through majority.
“If the parties started changing
the leadership of the constitutional
bodies to suit their interests
through majority, our politics
would again head towards instability,”
said Hari Roka, a political analyst.
“UML will be the loser, there is
no doubt but the question is whether
to bring the unstable politics on track
or not.”
C M Y K
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Health Ministry doesn’t know about
people who missed second doses
Health experts say those who took only one jab are either partially protected or not protected from Covid-19 risk.
ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, NOV 24

Around 10 percent of Kathmandu
residents who took the first dose of
either AstraZeneca or Vero Cell vaccine have not taken the second dose
within the prescribed gap.
Officials estimated that the
figure was very high—until some
months ago.
“Over 80,000 people who took the
first dose had not taken the second
dose until a few months ago,” said
Sambhu Kafle, chief of Health Office
Kathmandu.
“But a lot of people have taken the
second dose after we started supplying the vaccine regularly.”
According to Kafle around 10,000
to 15,000 people have still not sought
second doses.
And what is alarming is the
Ministry of Health and Population
does not know the whereabouts of
the people who took the first dose of
vaccine but have not received the
second dose. The Health Ministry
does not have a database to track the
people who are not seeking the second doses.
Earlier, officials at the Health
Office Kathmandu had told the
Post that around 40 percent of the
people above 65 years old, who took
the first dose of Covishield between
March 7 and 15, did not seek the second dose. Health authorities had then
administered Covishield doses to
people of other age groups as well as
college students to avoid the expiry
of the jabs.
Public health experts say that
authorities are unaware of the
whereabouts of the thousands of people who missed the second dose.
“It is very unfortunate that we
do not have detailed records of the
people, who took the first dose
and missed the second dose even
after 10 months of the start of the
vaccination against the Covid-19,”
said Dr Shyam Raj Upreti, coordinator of Covid-19 Vaccine Advisory
Committee.
“We have been urging the authorities concerned to maintain a proper
database of the vaccinated population so that they could be tracked
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A girl reacts as she receives a shot of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine in Kathmandu on Tuesday.
whenever needed.”
Health authorities provide each
individual a vaccine card, which
mentions the name, age, the type of
vaccine and the date of administration. People have to produce the same
card when they go for their second
shot. The government, however, has
not maintained any data entry system, hence there is no digital archive
of the people who were vaccinated.
It is also suspected that some people have already taken a third dose,
even though the government does not
have a policy of providing a third
dose or a booster shot.
“Several doctors told me that they
have provided Pfizer jabs as booster
shots to the people, who have already
taken other Covid-19 vaccines,” an
official at the Department of Health
Services said, asking not to be named.
“A lot of people have comorbidities—blood pressure and diabetes.
So, many clever people took the
booster shots by showing doctor’s
prescriptions that they have been
taking medicines for blood pressure
and diabetes.”
Doctors say those who took a single
dose only are either partially protected or not protected from the risk of

Covid-19 infection, which means the
government’s aim to protect the population through vaccination is not
served.
Public health experts say that
tracking people who have not taken
their first dose and who have not
sought the second should not have
been a big deal had the authorities
shown seriousness from the very
beginning.
“When we do not have problems
with childhood vaccination, and our
female community health volunteers
track the missing children and
ensure full immunisation, why are
we facing problems in adult vaccination?” questioned Dr Sarad Onta.
“Had the authorities concerned
paid little attention to maintaining
records they could have tracked the
vaccinated and unvaccinated population immediately.”
Health Ministry officials said that
some people have missed the second
doses but claim that their number is
not very high.
“Some people may not have lived to
receive their second dose and some
might have gone abroad after receiving the first dose and some could
have received the second dose in

their respective districts after taking
the first dose in Kathmandu,” said Dr
Samir Kumar Adhikari, joint spokesperson for the Health Ministry.
He, however, concedes that the
ministry’s existing system cannot
track the people who missed the
second dose.
Nepal aims to administer Covid-19
jabs to all eligible people by midApril next year. It needs to vaccinate
around 78 percent of its 30 million
population—or around 25 million
people, as per the government’s new
plan that also includes those aged
between 12 and 18 years. The government had earlier planned to vaccinate only those aged 15 years and
above. Since around 4-5 million
Nepalis are said to be living abroad,
around 19-20 million people need to
be vaccinated. For this, the country
needs a little over 40 million doses of
double-shot vaccines.
Nepal launched its vaccination
drive on January 27 last year, becoming one of the first countries to inoculate its population against Covid-19.
The campaign was kicked off after
India gifted 1 million doses of
Covishield, the AstraZeneca type of
vaccine manufactured by Serum
Institute of India. Nepal also paid for
another 2 million doses, but after
supplying half of the order, Serum
expressed its inability to deliver the
doses citing vaccine shortage in
India, which was hit by a second
wave. The remaining doses were
shipped only recently on October 9.
With the government failing to
secure doses, the vaccination campaign was hit hard. However, the
jabs started to arrive again after
countries like China, Japan, Bhutan
and the United States started
shipping the consignments. Nepal
has also received vaccine doses from
the Maldives.
As of Wednesday, 11, 513 people
have died of Covid-19 across the
country since the pandemic began.
So far, 8,059,302 people (26.5 percent
of the total population) have been
fully vaccinated in the country.
Nepal has received 23,163,930 doses
of Covid-19 vaccines—Vero Cell,
AstraZeneca, Janssen and PfizerBioNTech.

Small businesses were
more affected by pandemic
but paid handsome taxes
Large Taxpayer Office missed target by 20 percent last year.
PRITHVI MAN SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU, NOV 24

The government failed to collect
targeted amounts of taxes from large
enterprises while collecting more than
the target from small and medium enterprises in the last fiscal year 2020-21.
What is interesting here is that
the small and medium enterprises were
affected more by the Covid-19 pandemic
but have contributed better to the
state coffers.
According to the Annual Report 202021 of the Inland Revenue Department,
the Large Taxpayer Office collected
around 80 percent of its target while the
other tax offices collected 120 percent of
their target.
The target set for the Large Taxpayer
Office was Rs208.84 billion but it could
collect just Rs164.41 billion in the last
fiscal year. But the Inland Revenue
Offices collected taxes totalling Rs118.74
billion against the target of Rs98.55 billion, according to the annual report.
Until the last fiscal year 2020-21, businesses having annual transactions of
over Rs800 million needed to pay their
taxes to the Large Taxpayer Office. But
in the current fiscal year, the government revised the threshold for qualification as a large taxpayer to Rs1 billion.
Following the revision, the number of
such taxpayers has decreased to 556
from 683, according to officials at the
Large Taxpayer Office.
Around 38 percent of the total government revenue in the last fiscal year was
collected through the Large Taxpayer
Office, according to the report.
In the last fiscal year, all tax offices
including the Large Taxpayer Office
under the Inland Revenue Department
collected a total of Rs429.27 billion,
which is 95.32 percent of the target.
The report has left officials surprised
because several surveys had shown that
small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
suffered more than the large enterprises
due to the pandemic.
A survey by the Nepal Rastra Bank
conducted in June last year showed that
around 64 percent of the small enterprises had fully closed due to the pandemic, while such closure among large
enterprises was around 48 percent.

Large enterprises have recovered better than smaller ones, according to successive surveys conducted by the bank.
According to the latest survey report
of the bank released on Wednesday,
81-88 percent of micro and small enterprises surveyed in June last year have
been fully operational by October this
year. Similarly, over 90 percent of large
enterprises were fully operational by
October this year.
Tax officials say usually the target set
for the Large Taxpayer Office is relatively higher than that of other tax offices.
“Besides the government’s trend of setting relatively higher targets for large
tax offices, the impact of the Covid-19 on
large enterprises is an important reason
for the lesser tax collection by the Large
Taxpayer Office,” said Shiva Lal Tiwari,
chief tax officer at this office.
But, in the last fiscal year, the target
set for the Large Taxpayer Office was
not that ambitious—it was just 13 percent more than the collection of a year
earlier or fiscal year 2019-20.
The office had collected Rs184 billion
in fiscal 2019-20. The government, however, had set the growth target of 17.11
percent for all tax offices under the
Inland Revenue Department including
the Large Taxpayer Office. The tax offices under the department had collected a
total of Rs384.53 billion in fiscal 2019-20.
But, a senior official at the Large
Taxpayer Office said that one key reason
behind low revenue collection compared
to the target in the last fiscal year was
that it could not, unlike a year earlier,
receive the outstanding taxes related to
the sale of Ncell to Axiata, Malaysia by
the previous owner, in the last fiscal
year 2020-21.
“In the fiscal year 2019-20, we had
received an additional around Rs23.43
billion from Ncell after it paid its outstanding tax liability related to the sale
of Ncell in 2016,” the official said. The
private sector telecom giant had paid its
tax liability as per the Supreme Court
verdict in November 2019.
In the current fiscal year 2021-22, the
government has increased the revenue
target for the Large Taxpayer Office to
Rs 228 billion, which is around 39 percent more than last year’s actual collection, according to the department.
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Infrastructure: Burden or opportunity?

EDITORIAL

IT revolution gap
Local administrations show little interest in
doing away with the archaic manual system.
The concept of e-governance, still at its nascent stage in
Nepal, has been left to decay in its own inadequacies. Most
countries have managed to exploit information technology as
a means to achieve extraordinary economic success. In
Nepal, we have barely managed to scratch the surface to avail
of any sort of benefit. The state of affairs concerning digitisation is botched, primarily because those at the helm of
affairs never understood its usefulness or relevance. While
most digitised countries move towards blockchain technology, we here in Nepal have to suffice with innumerable stacks
of paperwork to prove one’s identity.
To advocate the adoption of blockchain would be to overestimate the infrastructural capabilities at our disposal.
However, we can at least make use of the existing infrastructure to its most effective use. As per the report issued by the
Ministry of Federal Affairs and General Administration, the
use of information technology has been limited to capturing
data related to birth, marriage, divorce and migration, and
presumably using it without the convenience of a central
database. The lack of a central database means people are
often sent on arduous journeys to access or certify essential
documents such as citizenship cards and renewal of driver’s
licences from their places of origin rather than from the convenience of the nearest local source.
Having a central database could prove effective not just for
the citizens, but for the state too. Duplication of work and
effort can effectively be reduced, and the workforce assigned
to focus on dealing with critical issues. The ministry, in its
report, paints a rather dismal picture. Of the 434 local units
evaluated, 392 (90.32 percent) had fewer than two IT staff, and
most operate without an IT engineer. Despite assurances of
financial support, nothing has been done to improve the current state. While there is a shortage of qualified personnel to
fill the vacancies, the local administrations, to the disadvantage of the people that they serve, have shown little or no
interest in doing away with the archaic manual system.
Working on the infrastructural requirements of information technology seems to be an uphill task for the government, especially at the local level. The problem appears
graver than envisaged. There appears to be a lack of adequate technical human resources. The cream of the crop is
quickly snapped up by private firms, where the perks of
employment are often competitive with other private firms.
The government ends up absorbing candidates with the basic
minimum qualification or training.
Why is it that the majority of the people (65.44 percent)
working in IT have not received any form of training in the
last two years? There is a lot of finger pointing going on
between the authorities at the centre and those in the provinces, yet nothing concrete is being done to improve the existing drawbacks. All this could easily be reversed if the government sets its mind on governance, or rather e-governance.

The current project
implementation method
must undergo profound
restructuring and reform.
SAMBRIDDHI ACHARYA

Infrastructure development has long
been touted as the key to larger economic development. The impact of
infrastructure on output works through
two distinct channels—direct and indirect. While the direct impact can be
discerned from its contribution to
gross domestic product (GDP) formation and also from being a factor of
production in the production process,
the indirect impact arises from
enhanced efficiency in the use of
inputs as a result of improved total
factor productivity. In this way, infrastructure can take the form of “economic infrastructure” which includes
power supply, transportation, telecommunication and water and sewage or
the form of “social infrastructure”
which includes hospitals, schools and
social housings.
Traditionally, infrastructure was
mostly, if not entirely, funded by the
government given its nature. The
non-exclusive as well as non-rivalry
attribute of infrastructure services,
essentially making them public goods,
meant that private investors had little
incentive to allocate resources towards
this sector. However, in recent years, in
an effort to curb fiscal pressure, various attempts have been made to incorporate private participation in infrastructure development. In this regard,
public-private partnership (PPP) has
gained ground as an alternative
financing model to increase the penetration of private capital in infrastructure projects.
While it is understandable for economies with already high levels of public
capital
stock—or
infrastructure
stock—to cut back on government
spending and make room for private
investments, as additional public
investments could potentially entail a
crowding-out effect, the same may not
hold true for countries with low levels
of existing public capital stock. In fact,
a fixed effects regression run on 138
countries over the period of 20 years
shows that an increment in public capital stock has a significant and positive
impact on the total output of low
income and emerging economies.
Furthermore, public spending is found
to have a crowding-in effect on private
investments among this cohort, contrary to the popularly held assumption
that government expenditure crowds
out private sector investments.
A renowned economist David Alan
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Aschauer in 1989 attributed this phenomenon to increasing marginal
return of private capital in the presence of public infrastructures. On the
other hand, the relationship between
public capital stock and GDP is found
to be insignificant among advanced
economies indicating that any increment in public capital has no influence
on their aggregate output.
The notion that public capital reinforces the productivity of private capital is widely prevalent in existing literature. The World Bank’s Growth
Commission Report shows that nations
with a higher share of public investment accounting for their GDP demonstrate faster growth than those with a
lower share. Moreover, infrastructure
investment works also as a macroeconomic stabiliser. The multiplier effects
that arise from fiscal interventions are
significantly higher for infrastructure
investment than any other government
expenditure. Also, the relationship
between the public capital ratio (ratio
of public and private capital stock) and
economic growth is strictly non-linear.
According to Aschauer, the economy
grows at the fastest rate when public
capital stock is 61 percent of private
capital stock, which has come to be
known as the growth maximising ratio.
Infrastructure has continued to be
one of the major roadblocks in Nepal’s
economic progress. While there has
been plenty of discourses around the
need to strengthen infrastructure
investment within the country, they are
often misguided at best. The country’s
parochial focus on promoting private
sector investment by emulating the policies of its richer counterparts fails to
meaningfully address the contextual
challenges of infrastructure financing
specific to Nepal.
The primary components of production function are labour and capital.
Nepal’s economy, like many Third
World countries, is heavily dependent
on labour and faces a massive capital
constraint. It is imperative that the
country strengthen its capital stock in

order to undergo sustained economic
growth. To this end, Nepal has been
excessively focusing on creating a conducive environment for private investments. However, the role of public capital in improving the efficiency and
return to private sector investment has
been largely overlooked. As a handful
of studies suggest, there needs to be a
sizable investment in infrastructure
and a proper infrastructure system in
place for private investments to perform well.
Public capital is a complement—not
a substitute—to private capital.
Accordingly, government spending on
infrastructure is essential. In fact, the
East Asian success with regard to a
rapid drive in infrastructure development and the region’s subsequent economic prosperity can be ascribed to
hefty investments made in infrastructure on the part of the government.
Comparing the public capital share of
GDP from a 2019 International
Monetary Fund dataset puts into perspective how far behind Nepal is in
terms of infrastructure investment; as
of 2017, the country’s public capital
stock stood at 43.5 percent of GDP
while the figures were 63 percent and
120 percent for the United States and
Japan, respectively.
Moreover, the country’s public capital ratio stands at approximately 30.8
percent, meaning that public capital
stock of Nepal is just 30.8 percent of
private capital stock, which is well
below the growth maximising ratio.
The Nepal government evidently has
enough fiscal space to finance infrastructure development without having
to worry about crowding out private
sector investments.
The multiplier effect of infrastructure investment in terms of kick-starting economic growth in the short run
largely depends on the degree of utilisation of local inputs. Big infrastructure investment spent on procuring
external inputs would not have the
expected multiplier effect. However, in
Nepal, the policy focus is just on

external or internal financial capital
with a complete disregard for building
internal capacity for infrastructure
development.
Resource constraint is not the key
issue behind the lack of infrastructure
finance in Nepal. Rather it is the inability to mobilise available capital towards
infrastructures that generate notable
social and economic return in the
long run; it is the failure to recognise
public spending on infrastructure as a
stimulus to private sector investment.
With this being said, it is equally
imperative to keep in mind that infrastructure development must ultimately
enhance social, economic and environmental equity.
Implementation method
In addition, the country typically struggles to complete infrastructure projects
in a timely manner even if these projects were to receive adequate funding.
The Melamchi Water Supply Project is
a case in point, which took well over
two decades for completion. To break
the recurring pattern of nationally significant projects being left in limbo, the
current project implementation method must undergo profound restructuring and reform.
Politicians and policymakers have
limited their efforts to coercing implementing agencies and project managers with periodic mandates and directives. This overtly political approach
sees the issues in project implementation as a zero-sum game, and consequently fails to understand the core
problem in the underlying incentive
structure. Adopting economists’ positive-sum outlook whereby the implementation framework is integrated
with appropriate incentive mechanisms could generate better outcomes
with the same amount of financial and
human resources.
Acharya is a practising economist with
a keen interest in identifying funding
gaps for infrastructure investment in
developing countries.

Southeast Asia’s migrant labour dilemma
Instead of curbing citizens’
freedom to work abroad,
countries should improve
labour standards.
M NIAZ ASADULLAH

Covid-19 has disrupted labour markets around the world, causing a global manpower shortage. Lockdowns in
the early months of the pandemic
triggered an exodus of millions of
rural migrant workers from booming
megacities like New Delhi and Dhaka.
In the Global North, the United
Kingdom has experienced the largest
decline in its foreign-born labour
force since World War II. Countries in
the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) also have been
affected: Vietnam’s labour shortage
recently worsened after the easing of
travel restrictions in Ho Chi Minh
City led to a large outflow of migrant
workers.
Moreover, some high-income countries are trying to lure back foreign
workers from emerging Asia as part
of their national recovery plans, creating new challenges for the global
governance of labour migration. In
particular, ASEAN economies like
Singapore and Malaysia that have
large migrant labour flows now face a
tricky choice: Should they curb outward migration or encourage greater
labour mobility?
This dilemma has come to the fore
in Malaysia following the Australian
government’s recent announcement
of a visa scheme for ASEAN agricultural workers. Under this program—a
response to Australia’s own shortage
of farm labour—employers will sponsor farm workers from ASEAN countries, subject to a formal employment
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contract that complies with specified
standards and obligations. In contrast
to Australia’s earlier Seasonal Worker
Programme, the new initiative
allows Australian farms to employ
skilled, semi-skilled, and unskilled
ASEAN farm workers on a longerterm basis. The first cohort is expected to arrive in Australia next month
and in March 2022.
But Malaysia’s recently elected government initially ruled out the country’s participation in the Australian
scheme, causing an uproar in the local

media. After opposition MPs demanded that the decision be reversed, the
senior human resources minister
issued a statement saying that the
government has no plans to restrict
overseas migration by Malaysians for
employment purposes.
The government’s initial opposition
to Australia’s visa program reflected
at least three considerations. First,
policymakers fear a large-scale
brain drain. An estimated 2 million
Malaysians currently are living
abroad, many of them in neighbour-

ing Singapore. And because the
Australian programme offers a possible route for ASEAN nationals to
secure permanent residency and
citizenship, the government is worried about losing key agricultural
workers.
Second, political pressure to reduce
the country’s dependence on foreign
unskilled labour has increased significantly as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, and the Australian scheme
competes with the Malaysian government’s plans to replace foreign planta-

tion workers with local labour. Lastly,
Malaysia’s farmers are aging rapidly,
creating an agricultural workforce
crisis similar to that in Australia, but
young Malaysians are reluctant to
work in the sector owing to its unattractive pay and conditions.
Whether developing countries like
Malaysia benefit or lose out from
labour migration to advanced economies depends on the institutional
arrangements governing labour
mobility. Work-related migration from
ASEAN countries to Australia is not a
new phenomenon. But in the past,
many migrant workers—especially
from Malaysia—lived in the country
illegally, making them vulnerable to
exploitation and abuse by employers.
Australian’s new program will
ensure that foreign nationals have full
labour rights and access to social-protection provisions. Malaysian MP
William Leong, therefore, warned
that the government’s opposition to
the scheme would leave Malaysians
working in slave-like conditions in
Australia.
For ASEAN source countries, the
Australian program will also increase
the potential for brain gain, provided
that it contains the right mechanisms
to ensure reverse migration. Building
a critical mass of Malaysian farmers
with overseas experience and technological know-how in areas such as
precision agriculture can be crucial to
ongoing efforts to boost productivity
in the country’s farm sector.
The Malaysian government’s recent
flip-flop on migration-control policy
also highlights a deeper structural
challenge: The lack of a political consensus regarding the country’s own
large population of migrant workers.
Malaysia is a major destination for
migrants in Southeast Asia, and millions of undocumented foreign workers are allegedly in the country.
Yet, soon after declaring its opposition to the Australian visa scheme, the
government announced that thousands of low-skilled workers from
Indonesia and Bangladesh would soon
arrive in Malaysia to take up plantation jobs. Senior officials justified the
decision on the grounds that

Malaysians are unwilling to enter the
sector because of its unfavourable
working conditions. The US government late last year banned imports
from
Malaysia’s
Sime
Darby
Plantation, one of the world’s largest
palm-oil producers, citing concerns
about the use of forced labour.
Malaysian policymakers, therefore,
need to shift from short-term coercive
measures such as migration controls
to long-term remedies for the country’s poor labour standards and low
agricultural productivity.
Globally, cross-country differences
in wages and working conditions
remain the two most reliable predictors of international migration.
Average wages in Malaysia are relatively low and declined by nearly 10
percent in 2020 as a result of the
Covid-19 crisis. Most of the country’s
farmers are in the bottom 40 percent
of the income distribution, and many
live in poverty. Moreover, a significant
share of employers are not complying
with the country’s minimum-wage
legislation.
Scaling up technology adoption in
agriculture should be another longterm priority. Taiwan’s early investment in precision agriculture, for
example, reduced its farm sector’s
dependence on labour. While the introduction of commercial drones by
some of Malaysia’s palm oil plantations has already yielded positive
results, adoption of such technologies
is far from universal.
Addressing these wage and productivity issues will go a long way toward
stemming Malaysia’s brain drain and
encouraging skilled Malaysians working overseas to return home. Malaysia
has just taken up a seat on the United
Nations Human Rights Council.
Instead of curbing citizens’ freedom
to work abroad, the government
should focus on improving labour
standards at home.
Asadullah, Professor of Development
Economics at the University of Malaya
in Kuala Lumpur, is Head of the
Southeast Asia cluster of the Global
Labor Organization.
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Nepal’s hotels and restaurants making slowest recovery
Transactions of the hotel and restaurant sector have risen to 57.2 percent of pre-Covid levels, compared to the national average of 74.7 percent, the central bank says.
SANGAM PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, NOV 24

Nepal’s hotels and restaurants are
still straining to get back on their feet
after the coronavirus disaster while
most business sectors have moved
into full recovery mode, a study
released by the central bank on
Wednesday shows.
The third follow-up survey conducted by Nepal Rastra Bank in October
reveals that transactions of the hotel
and restaurant sector have risen
to a little over half of pre-Covid
levels, reaching 57.2 percent last
month, compared to the national average of 74.7 percent.
Last year, after Nepal imposed a
complete lockdown on March 24,
hotels and restaurants saw their turnover plunge to 7 percent in June.
Transactions crept up to 18 percent in
November after the lockdown was
lifted in July and flights resumed
in September.
The central bank survey shows that
as of April 29, 2021, when the country
imposed the second lockdown that
lasted till September, the turnover of
hotels and restaurants had risen to
40.8 percent.
On September 23, Nepal threw away
the seven-day quarantine requirement
and resumed issuing on-arrival visas
to all vaccinated foreign travellers in a
bid to bring its virus-ravaged tourism
industry back to life.
The scale of the devastation in the
country’s tourism sector is sure to
leave lasting scars, analysts say.
“It could take years for the hospitality business to recover fully,” said
Binayak Shah, senior vice president
of Hotel Association Nepal. The severity of this pandemic has made it clear
that restaurants and hotels will continue to suffer for far longer than
originally anticipated,” Shah said.
Hotels said they saw harrowing
occupancy rates in the peak season of
November. Occupancy rates are still
below 20 percent, according to industry insiders.
Nepal saw the highest post-Covid
monthly arrivals in October, pushing
the total number since the start of the
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The scale of devastation in the country’s tourism sector is sure to leave lasting scars, analysts say.
year across the 100,000 mark.
According to data of the Nepal
Tourism Board, Nepal welcomed a
respectable 23,284 foreign tourists by
air in October, but the number is still
90 percent below pre-virus levels.
The third follow-up survey was conducted by telephone from October 24
to November 3.
The results are based on responses
from 546 enterprises across the
country.
The central bank said that the highest number of respondents—30 percent—were from the wholesale and

retail sector, 17 percent from
manufacturing and production, and
16.3 percent from the hotel and restaurant sector.
The study shows that the average
production and transactions of various economic sectors—agriculture,
industry and services, among others—
stand at 74.7 percent of their usual
level before the pandemic.
Nara Bahadur Thapa, former executive director of Nepal Rastra Bank,
said that the average national production and transactions of various sectors reaching 75 percent of pre-Covid

levels was indeed a positive recovery.
“Though the rebound has not happened at a faster rate, the figures show
that full recovery will not take more
than a year. But this will depend on
whether or not Nepal sees a third
wave of the Covid-19 pandemic, which
has currently started to batter
European countries.”
Nepal on Wednesday reported 305
new coronavirus cases in the last 24
hours, taking the nationwide infection
tally to 820,004.
According to the central bank, the
transport sector recorded the slowest

recovery after hotels and restaurants.
Transactions of the transport and
storage sector stood at 69.5 percent of
the level in happier days.
The highest recovery rate has been
observed in the minerals and exploration sector with its production and
transactions reaching 93.3 percent of
pre-Covid-19 levels.
Transactions and production of the
agriculture, forestry and fisheries sector have reached 79.3 percent of previous levels.
The survey shows that Nepal’s
industries and enterprises appear to

Texas chosen to host Samsung’s $17 billion plant
Samsung is joining rivals TSMC and Intel in the race to expand chip contract manufacturing in the US.
REUTERS
SEOUL/AUSTIN, Texas, NOV 24

Samsung Electronics Co Ltd said on
Wednesday it had picked Taylor, Texas
as the location for a new $17 billion
plant to make advanced chips for
functions such as mobile, 5G, high-performance computing and artificial
intelligence.
The plant would create 2,000 hightech jobs with construction to begin in
the first half of next year, and production due to start in the second half of
2024, the South Korean tech giant said.
It would also create at least 6,500 construction jobs, Texas Governor Greg
Abbott said.
The world’s biggest memory chipmaker and second-largest contract
chip manufacturer had also considered sites in Arizona and New York for
the plant, which will be much bigger
than its only other US chip plant in
Austin, Texas.
The company said it chose Texas
based on factors such as infrastructure stability, government support and
proximity to its existing plant.
Samsung is joining rivals TSMC
and Intel in the race to expand
chip contract manufacturing in the
United States, where the sector is seen
as an area of strategic competition
with China.
US President Joe Biden’s administration has promised billions of dollars in federal funding to boost chip
manufacturing and research to ensure
it has an edge over China in advanced
technologies and to address shortages
for critical industries like autos.
“Securing America’s supply chains



REUTERS

The logo of Samsung Electronics is seen at its office building in Seoul, South Korea.
is a top priority for President Biden
and his Administration,” US National
Economic Council Director Brian
Deese and National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan said in a statement welcoming Samsung’s investment.
“We will continue to use every tool
and pursue every avenue to invest in
our sources of strength like manufacturing and technology.”
Abbott, flanked at a press conference by Samsung Electronics Vice
Chairman Kinam Kim and US Senator
John Cornyn of Texas, said the company’s decision was a testament to
Texas’s economic environment built
on low taxes, reasonable regulations

and robust infrastructure.
Texas last winter suffered a multi-day, widespread power outage, causing some 300-400 billion won ($254-$339
million) in damages to Samsung’s
existing chip plant in Austin, Texas.
“I’m extremely confident that the
power grid is stable, resilient and
reliable,” Abbott said on Tuesday
when asked about electricity supply
for the plant.
The new site in Texas’s Williamson
County, which comprises the city of
Taylor, offered the best incentives
package of the sites Samsung was
considering, sources previously told
Reuters.

Senator Cornyn on Tuesday called
on the Biden administration to invest
more money to attract chip manufacturers to the United States, calling it a
“national security imperative.”
“If China continues to saber-rattle,
the majority of the world could be
at their mercy when it comes to the
supply of critical semiconductors,”
Cornyn said.
Samsung’s Kim thanked the Biden
administration for “creating an environment that supports companies like
Samsung as we work to expand leading-edge semiconductor manufacturing in the US”
“We also thank the administration
and Congress for their bipartisan support to swiftly enact federal incentives
for domestic chip production and
innovation.”
Samsung has not specified what the
new plant will make beyond advanced
logic chips which can be used to
power mobile devices and autonomous vehicles.
Analysts said it would likely make
cutting-edge chips of 5-nanometres or
less, using machines made by the
Netherland’s ASML, for large clients
like Qualcomm. Such chips can handle more data per area than the 14- and
28-nanometre chips Samsung’s existing US plant in Austin mainly makes.
The Taylor site, about 25 miles (40
kms) from Austin, spans more than 5
million square metres, Samsung said.
Samsung
Electronics
Vice
Chairman Jay Y Lee met White House
officials as well as leaders of companies including Alphabet’s Google,
Amazon and Microsoft during a trip to
the United States last week.

India seeks to block most cryptocurrencies in new bill
The central bank has voiced ‘serious concerns’ about private cryptocurrencies and is set to launch its own digital currency by December.
REUTERS
MUMBAI, NOV 24

REUTERS

Representations of cryptocurrencies are placed on PC motherboard in this illustration.

India is looking to bar most private
cryptocurrencies when it introduces
a new bill to regulate virtual currencies in the winter session of
Parliament, the government said late
on Tuesday.
The government will allow only certain cryptocurrencies to promote the
underlying technology and its uses,
according to a legislative agenda for
the winter session that is set to start
later this month.
Through the Cryptocurrency and
Regulation of
Official Digital
Currency Bill, 2021, India is also
looking to make a framework for
the official digital currency that will
be issued by the Reserve Bank
of India.
The central bank has voiced “serious concerns” about private crypto-

Industry estimates
suggest there are 15
million to 20 million
crypto investors
in India.
currencies and is set to launch its own
digital currency by December.
Bitcoin, the world’s biggest cryptocurrency, is hovering around $60,000,
and its price has more than doubled
since the start of this year, attracting
hordes of local investors.
No official data is available but
industry estimates suggest there
are 15 million to 20 million crypto
investors in India, with total
crypto holdings of around 400 billion

rupees ($5.39 billion). Earlier this
year, India’s government considered
criminalising the possession, issuance, mining, trading and transference of crypto assets, but a bill was
not introduced.
Since then, the government has
changed its stance slightly and is now
looking to discourage trading in cryptocurrencies by imposing hefty capital gains and other taxes, two sources
told Reuters this month.
But a senior government official
told Reuters that the plan is to ban
private crypto assets ultimately while
paving the way for a new Central Bank
Digital Currency (CBDC)
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
chaired a meeting to discuss the future
of cryptocurrencies amid concerns
that unregulated crypto markets could
become avenues for money laundering
and terror financing, sources told
Reuters separately.

be on track to faster recovery with 87.2
percent of businesses and industries
resuming full operation.
The minerals and exploration sector and the electricity, gas and water
sector have made the fastest recovery,
and enterprises in these sectors are
now 100 percent open. The survey
reveals that 78.7 percent of hotels and
restaurants are fully opened, while
21.3 percent are partially opened.
According to the survey, 88.9 percent of the construction sector is fully
open while 87.1 percent of manufacturing has fully opened compared to
pre-Covid levels.
The survey shows that large industries are almost fully open.
As per central bank data, 90.9 percent of industries having a capital of
more than Rs500 million are fully open
while 88.4 percent of cottage industries are fully open.
The World Bank said in its latest
report that the first wave of the pandemic and associated lockdowns
caused large contractions in economic
activity, which led to employment losses in Nepal. More than two out of
every five workers reported either a
job loss or a prolonged work absence.
A quarter of these jobs had not been
recovered in late 2020.
Although men and women experienced similar losses in employment,
more female workers (30 percent)
reported permanently losing a job
than male workers (23 percent).
Younger workers suffered the most
of any age group, with 59 percent of
workers in the 15-25 years age group
reporting employment losses.
The multilateral funding agency
said that manufacturing and service
jobs were harder hit than agriculture;
but the number of hired labourers in
agriculture fell by half. Though the
farm sector was least exposed to the
crisis, one in three farm hands lost
their jobs.
“The recovery is looking difficult,
especially in the tourism sector. We
don’t have a common national
strategic policy for recovery. We are
all scattered,” said Shah. “The road to
recovery will be difficult if we don’t
coordinate.”

Sri Lanka to sign
new container port
deal with China
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COLOMBO, Nov 24

Sri Lanka will tap a state-run Chinese
firm to build a deep-sea container
port, the government said on
Wednesday, in a move likely to reignite fears over Beijing’s rising regional maritime power.
The island’s capital Colombo is
located in the Indian Ocean between
the major hubs of Dubai and
Singapore, meaning influence at its
ports is highly sought after.
Sri Lanka’s port authority signed a
preliminary agreement to build the
new Eastern Container Terminal
(ECT) in Colombo with India and
Japan in 2019.
But President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s
administration scrapped the deal in
February, with cabinet agreeing
this week to award the project to the
state-run China Harbour Engineering
Company.
It did not say how much the deal
was worth, but official sources
had earlier estimated another $500
million to develop the partially built
terminal.
China has ploughed huge sums into
Sri Lankan infrastructure projects
over the last decade, becoming
one of the country’s biggest foreign
financiers.
It has also enjoyed significant political influence on the island under the
Rajapaksa clan, who have ruled the
country for 11 of the last 16 years.
The ECT is the third port project to
come into development around
Colombo’s harbour in the past decade.
Just two months ago, Sri Lanka
awarded an Indian company another
site to build a brand-new deep-sea
jetty at an estimated $700 million cost.
That project is next to the
Chinese-run Colombo International
Container Terminal (CICT), in operation since 2013.
Two Chinese submarines berthed at
the CICT in 2014, sparking anger in
India, which considers its neighbour
Sri Lanka to be within its sphere
of influence.
Since then, Sri Lanka has refused
permission for more Chinese submarines to be stationed there.
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China, Russia furious over Sweden’s parliament approves
democracy summit snubs first female prime minister
The US has invited around 110 countries to the virtual summit.
Agence France-Presse
BEIJING, Nov 24

China and Russia reacted furiously on
Wednesday to US President Joe Biden’s
planned democracy summit, which will
exclude them, with Beijing angered over an
invitation for Taiwan and the Kremlin branding it divisive.
The global conference was a campaign
pledge by the US president, who has placed the
struggle between democracies and “autocratic
governments” at the heart of his foreign policy.
The inclusion of Taiwan, and not China, led
to an angry rebuke from Beijing, which said it
“firmly opposes” the invitation to “the so-called
Summit for Democracy.”
Beijing claims self-ruled Taiwan as part of
its territory to be retaken one day, by force if
necessary. Around 110 countries have been
invited to the virtual summit, including the
United States’ major Western allies but also
Iraq, India and Pakistan.
But Russia said the guest list, released on
Tuesday on the State Department website,
showed that the United States “prefers to create new dividing lines, to divide countries into
those that—in their opinion—are good, and
those that are bad”.
“More and more countries prefer to decide
themselves how to live,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters, adding that
Washington is “trying to privatise the term
‘democracy’.”
“That can’t do so and should not do so,” he
said. The invitation is a major coup for Taipei
at a time when China is ramping up its campaign to keep Taiwan locked out of international bodies.
Taiwan said the gathering would be a rare
opportunity to burnish its credentials on the
world stage.
“Through this summit, Taiwan can share its
democratic success story,” presidential office
spokesman Xavier Chang told reporters.
Only 15 countries officially recognise Taipei
over Beijing, although many nations maintain
de facto diplomatic relations with the island.
The US does not recognise Taiwan as an
independent country but maintains it as a crucial regional ally and opposes any change to its
status. China baulks at use of the word Taiwan
or diplomatic gestures that might lend a sense
of international legitimacy to the island.
“I agree Taiwan more than qualifies—but it
does seem to be [the] only democratic govt
invited that the US govt does not officially recognise. So its inclusion is a big deal,” tweeted
Julian Ku, a Hofstra University law professor
whose specialties include China.
Taiwan’s foreign ministry said it would be

Sweden marks 100th anniversary of launch of universal, equal suffrage.

represented at the summit by its de facto US
ambassador Bi-khim Hsiao and digital minister Audrey Tang, who is one of the world’s few
openly transgender national politicians.
The long-advertised meeting will take place
online on December 9 and 10 ahead of an
in-person meeting at its second edition next
year. India, often called “the world’s biggest
democracy”, will be present, despite increasing criticism from human rights defenders
over democratic backsliding under Hindu
nationalist Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
So too will Pakistan, despite its chequered
relationship with Washington. Turkey, a NATO
ally of the United States whose President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan was dubbed an “autocrat” by Biden, did not make the list. Neither
did the city-state of Singapore, or Bangladesh,
one of the world’s most populous democracies.

Summit set as democracy
has suffered backlash in
countries where the US
had placed great hopes.
AP/RSS

In the Middle East, only Israel and Iraq were
invited. The traditional Arab allies of the US—
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates—are all absent.
Biden also invited Brazil, which is led by
controversial far-right President Jair
Bolsonaro. In Europe, Poland is represented,
despite recurring tensions with Brussels over
respect for the rule of law, but Hungary’s farright Prime Minister Viktor Orban is not.
On the African side, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Kenya, South Africa, Nigeria and
Niger are invited.
“For this kick-off Summit... there’s a case
for getting a broad set of actors into the room:
it provides for a better exchange of ideas than
setting a perfect bar for qualification,” Laleh
Ispahani of Open Society Foundations said.
Rather than using the summit as an anti-China meeting, Ispahani urged Biden to address
“the serious decline of democracy around the
world—including relatively robust models like
the US.” This summit is being organised as
democracy has suffered setbacks in countries
where the US had placed great hopes.
Sudan and Myanmar have experienced military coups, Ethiopia is in the midst of a conflict that could lead to its “implosion,” according to US diplomats, and the Taliban took
power in Afghanistan following the withdrawal of US troops after two decades.

Magdalena Andersson has been tapped to replace Stefan Lofven as party leader and prime minister.
Associated Press
COPENHAGEN, Nov 24

Sweden’s parliament on Wednesday approved
Magdalena Andersson as the country’s first
female prime minister, tapping the finance
minister who recently became the new leader
of the Social Democratic party.
Andersson was tapped to replace Stefan
Lofven as party leader and prime minister,
roles he relinquished earlier this year.
The development marked a milestone for
Sweden, viewed for decades as one of Europe’s
most progressive countries when it comes to
gender relations, but which had yet to have a
woman in the top political post. Lofven’s government describes itself as feminist, putting
equality between women and men at the heart
of national and international work.
In a speech to parliament, Amineh
Kakabaveh, an independent lawmaker who
supported Andersson, noted that Sweden is
currently celebrating the 100th anniversary of
a decision to introduce universal and equal
suffrage in the Scandinavian country.
“If women are only allowed to vote but are
never elected to the highest office, democracy
is not complete,” said Kakabaveh who is of
Iranian Kurdish descent.
“There is something symbolic in this deci-

sion,” she added. “Feminism is always about
girls and women being complete people who
have the same opportunities as men and boys.”
“I was really moved by what she said. She
pinpointed exactly what I thought,” Andersson
said after her appointment in parliament
where she got a standing ovation and a bouquet of red roses.
“I have been elected Sweden’s first female
prime minister and know what it means for
girls in our country,” Andersson said.
In the 349-seat Riksdag, 117 lawmakers voted
yes to Andersson, 174 rejected her appointment
while 57 abstained and one lawmaker was
absent. Under the Swedish Constitution, prime
ministers can be named and govern as long as
a parliamentary majority—a minimum of 175
lawmakers—is not against them.
Lofven has been leading the Swedish government in a caretaker capacity until a new government is formed, something expected Friday.
Andersson likely will form a two-party, minority government with her Social Democrats and
the Green Party.
Andersson, 54, sought to secure the backing
of the two smaller parties that supported
Sweden’s previous centre-left, minority government led by Lofven—the Left Party and the
Center Party. Both abstained from voting
against Andersson.

Swiss swap slots in
vaccine delivery queue
Agence France-Presse
GENEVA, Nov 24

Switzerland on Wednesday agreed to swap
places in the Covid-19 vaccine delivery
queue, becoming the first country to give up its
slot in favour of the global equitable jabs
access scheme.
The switch means a million doses of US
manufacturer Moderna’s two-shot vaccine will
be made available to the Covax alliance before
the end of December.
Switzerland will take Covax’s slot and
receive a million Moderna doses in 2022.
“This collaboration shows that there is a
quick and pragmatic way governments can
ensure Covax participants in lower-income
countries have access to Covid-19 vaccines
now,” said Seth Berkley, chief executive of
Gavi, which handles the facility’s contracts.
“I encourage other governments to follow
this example and work with Covax and manufacturers to amend delivery schedules.”
Covax is co-led by the World Health
Organization, Gavi the Vaccine Alliance, and
CEPI, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations.
It was established to ensure poorer countries
get Covid jabs and had hoped to deliver two
billion doses in 2021, with the cost covered by
donors for the poorest 92 territories.
But wealthy nations have hogged doses
straight off the production lines and it has so
far shipped only 507 million vaccine doses to
144 economies.
In Switzerland, 65 percent of people are fully
immunised, mostly with Moderna, while a
further two percent have had their first dose of
a two-shot vaccine. The vaccination rate has
been flagging in recent months.
For months, Covax has been crying out for
countries with ample vaccination coverage to
allow less fortunate countries to access doses.
Getting pre-planned orders straight off
the production lines is a less haphazard way
of receiving doses rather than wealthy countries donating surplus jabs, which may be close
to expiry.
Switzerland’s move comes just ahead of the
World Trade Organization’s ministerial conference next week, which will try to find consensus on temporarily lifting intellectual property
rights on Covid vaccines.
Proponents argue this would boost production and address the gaping inequity in access
between rich and poor nations.
But there appears to be little likelihood of a
deal, amid opposition from a number of
wealthy countries that host large pharmaceutical companies.
Switzerland—where the pharmaceutical
industry weighs heavily on the economy—is
one of the hold-outs, and the wealthy Alpine
nation has been sharply criticised for its
stance by non-governmental organisations and
countries backing the proposal.
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Juventus under fire after worst defeat in 17 years
The 4-0 thrashing by Chelsea is the Old Lady’s heaviest loss in the Champions League and the biggest in all competitions since February 2004.
Reuters

and Villarreal in the reverse
fixture, while also netting a leveller
in stoppage time at Atalanta in the
last match.
The Portuguese forward also played
a role in the second and clinching
goal, laying the ball into substitute
Bruno Fernandes, who fed Sancho to
put the result beyond doubt.
United moved to top of Group F
with 10 points, three ahead of
Villarreal, who can no longer catch
Carrick’s side due to their inferior
head-to-head record.
In another match of the group,
Atalanta’s Luis Muriel came off the
bench to equalise two minutes from
time and snatch a 3-3 draw at Young
Boys Berne. The output kept Atalanta
in the race for a top two finish and a
knockout stage berth—effectively
needing to beat Villarreal in their last
group game on December 8.

ROME, Nov 24

Juventus have come in for fierce criticism after being outclassed in a 4-0
defeat by Chelsea on Tuesday, their
heaviest loss in 17 years and worst in
the Champions League.
The Italians surrendered top spot to
Chelsea in Group H with a whimper in
London, as the Premier League side
made short work of their beleaguered
opponents to cruise into the knockout
stage thanks to goals from homegrown trio Trevoh Chalobah, Reece
James and Callum Hudson-Odoi and a
fourth by Timo Werner.
The result made unwanted history
for the Turin club, surpassing 4-1
defeats by Bayern Munich in the
2009-10 group stage and Real Madrid
in the 2016-17 final to become their
heaviest defeat in Europe’s elite club
competition.
It was the Old Lady’s biggest loss in
all competitions since a 4-0 Serie A
defeat by AS Roma in February 2004.
The headline of Turin-based newspaper Tuttosport read “Shameless”
and called Juventus “unwatchable.”
Gazzetta dello Sport said: “You can
lose to Chelsea, but not like this... not
being humiliated from the first minute to the last.”
It was not just the newspapers that
went in hard, as Juventus greats also
chimed in. All-time top-scorer
Alessandro Del Piero said: “Little can
be salvaged from a night like this.”
Former Bianconeri coach Fabio
Capello said it was “a real lesson in
football” and suggested the result was
indicative of Italian teams’ struggles
in Europe, with no Serie A side having
won the Champions League since
Inter Milan in 2009-10.
Juventus are Italy’s most successful
club, with 36 league titles, but their
Stamford Bridge collapse underlined
the club’s regression in recent years.
Maurizio Sarri led Juve to Serie A

Reuters

Chelsea’s Callum Hudson-Odoi celebrates after scoring their third goal. The victory sent the Blues into the Champions League last 16.
glory in 2019-20 but was sacked after a
Champions League last-16 exit to
Olympique Lyonnais. His successor,
the inexperienced Andrea Pirlo, lasted
one season after going out to Porto at
the same stage in Europe, and squeezing into fourth place on the final day
of the league season.
It was hoped that Allegri’s return as
coach, two years after he departed
with five consecutive league titles to
his name, would restore pride, but
Juve have started the campaign
poorly. They are eighth in Serie A
after 13 rounds, having suffered
embarrassing defeats to Empoli,
Hellas Verona and Sassuolo.
Their European form was their saving grace before Tuesday, as they had
already qualified for the last 16 before
their trip to London with a perfect

four wins from four. But few will
expect this version of Juventus to get
anywhere close to replicating Allegri’s
feat of leading the Turin club to two
Champions League finals, in 2014-15
and 2016-17.
“We know what our weaknesses are
and we need to work on our limitations because we have some, it’s pointless to hide that. We’ll improve from
nights like these,” Allegri said.
Juventus fans will hope he is right,
as patience is starting to wear thin.
Ronaldo delivers again
Manchester United also reached the
knockout phase after late goals from
Cristiano Ronaldo and Jadon Sancho
were enough to earn a 2-0 victory at
Villarreal.
United came into the contest know-

ing a victory would see them through
to the last 16 with one group match left
to play, but in Michael Carrick’s first
game as interim manager, United
looked shorn of ideas in attack in the
Estadio de la Ceramica.
The home side had much the better
chances, with United goalkeeper
David de Gea bailing his team out
with several fine saves, the best of
which denied Manu Trigueros a goal.
Out of nowhere, however, a poor
pass from Villarreal keeper Geronimo
Rulli that was miscontrolled by
Etienne Capoue was then seized upon
by Ronaldo, who lofted the ball over
the stranded Rulli to give United the
lead in the 78th minute.
Ronaldo’s goals have been crucial
for United in Europe this season. He
scored late winners against Atalanta

Barcelona made to wait
Barcelona were held to a scoreless
draw at the Camp Nou, meaning the
second team to qualify for the Round
of 16 from Group E behind Bayern
Munich will be decided in the final
game of the group stage.
Barca are two points ahead of
Benfica with one game still to play, but
they face a daunting task in the last
group when they travel to Germany to
take on Bayern, who have a perfect
winning record so far. Benfica, meanwhile, host winless Dinamo Kyiv at
home in Lisbon in their final game.
Bayern secured top spot with 15 points
after edging past Dynamo Kyiv 2-1.
In Group G, Lille beat Salzburg 1-0
at home to take control of their group.
Lille top a tightly-poised Group G
with eight points after five games
while Salzburg are second with
seven. Sevilla, who saw off Wolfsburg
2-0, are third on six and Wolfsburg
bottom with five. All four teams still
stand a chance of qualifying for the
knockout stage.

Williamson
excited for India
spin challenge
Reuters
MUMBAI, Nov 24

New Zealand are bracing for a trial by
spin in their two-Test series against
India but the world champions are
excited to face the acid Test, captain
Kane Williamson said on Wednesday.
Winning a Test series in spin-dominated India, who have not lost a series
at home since late 2012, remains one
of the most arduous tasks for every
team in the sport.
The series between India and New
Zealand, starting with the opening
match at Kanpur on Thursday, will be
the first between the sides since they
met in the final of the World Test
Championship at Southampton in
June. Williamson’s men won that contest but they have never won a Test
series let alone a Test match since the
1988-89 tour.
“It’s been a while since that final
which was a special memory, but we
know we’re here against a very strong
side and they’re formidable, particularly in their own conditions,”
Williamson told reporters. “I’m
sure throughout the series, the spin
component will be a definite factor.”
The touring side have had only two
training sessions as a full squad, with
their Twenty20 players taking part in
a three-match series ahead of the
Tests. Williamson, who skipped the
T20 leg, said they will have to adjust
quickly. “We know the strength of the
Indian spin bowlers and they’ve been
fantastic for a long period,” Williamson
said, adding that they will be looking
at different methods and ways to try
and score against the spinners.
The hosts will be without captain
Virat Kohli, who decided to skip the
first Test, while openers Rohit
Sharma and KL Rahul, wicketkeeper
Rishabh Pant and fast bowlers Jasprit
Bumrah and Mohammed Shami will
miss both matches.

France striker Benzema gets one-year suspended jail term in sex tape trial
Agence France-Presse
VERSAILLES, Nov 24

A French court on Wednesday gave
Real Madrid striker Karim Benzema a
one-year suspended sentence for complicity in a bid to blackmail his former
France team-mate Mathieu Valbuena
with a sex tape.
The sentence was tougher than that
sought by prosecutors against the
33-year-old star over the 2015 extortion
attempt, which led Benzema to be cast
out of the France team for five-and-ahalf years. Benzema was not in court
in the Paris suburb of Versailles for
the verdict.
He was not accused of being behind
the extortion attempt but rather of

conspiring with the suspected blackmailers by putting pressure on
Valbuena to pay them off.
The court ruled that he had
“implicated himself
personally,
through subterfuge and lies, to
convince his team-mate to submit to
the blackmail.” It added that he had
shown
“no
kindness
towards
Valbuena”, as he had claimed.
His defence team immediately
announced plans for an appeal. The
prosecution had called for Benzema to
be given a 10-month suspended
sentence.
Benzema was one of five people
tried over the ultimately unsuccessful
attempt to blackmail Valbuena with a
sexually explicit video stolen from his

Afp/Rss

The verdict is not expected to damage
Benzema’s career, with French football
federation chief saying he could keep his
place in France squad even if convicted.

phone. He claims he was only trying to
help Valbuena when he approached
him at the French team’s training centre in October 2015 and told him he
could help him find someone to “manage” the issue of the video.
But prosecutors said his remarks in
a phone conversation to a childhood
friend also convicted over the extortion attempt—Benzema told his
alleged
accomplice
“he’s
not
taking us seriously”—proved his part
in the plot.
In Benzema’s absence—his lawyers
said he was kept away by his professional commitments—Valbuena, 37,
monopolised attention at the trial.
The midfielder, who also lost his
place in the France team over the

affair, said the blackmail attempt had
left him feeling “frightened” and fearful for his career. He said that Benzema
did not put a figure on the amount
sought by the blackmailers to keep the
compromising video out of the public
domain but was “very insistent” he
should do a deal with them.
Benzema’s four co-accused received
sentences ranging from 18 months
suspended to two-and-a-half years
behind bars.
The verdict is not expected to damage Benzema’s career, with French
football federation president Noel Le
Graet saying he could keep his place
in Les Bleus even if convicted and
Real Madrid also remaining supportive of their star player.

But Benzema’s conviction is expected to cast a pall over his stunning
comeback to the national team.
At club level, Benzema is
also having a sensational season,
putting him in the running for
the Ballon d’Or for the world’s best
player, which will be announced on
November 29.
Benzema
has
scored
nine
times for France since being recalled
by manager Didier Deschamps for the
Euro 2020 finals making him the
fifth-highest scorer in the history of
Les Bleus.
His performances have helped rehabilitate him in the eyes of many
French fans and coach Didier
Deschamps.

HOROSCOPE
ARIES (March 21-April 19) **
You’re likely to find yourself wrestling with a
frustration or two under Thursday’s skies. The
day encourages you to share your unique talents on a stage of your own choosing. It helps
you home in on stresses around your finances
and intimate relationships.

CANCER (June 22-July 22) ***

LIBRA (September 23-October 22) ***

Thursday’s skies find you dealing with a variety
of stressful aspects, making it likely that you’ll
encounter a rollercoaster of feelings to wrestle
with. The day pushes you to focus on straightening out your finances and activating your latent
talents.

Thursday’s skies push you to seek freedom from
that which has become conventional. The day
encourages you to reconnect with the friends
and community you care about. It pushes you to
embrace a fresh approach to financial stresses.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) ***

LEO (July 23-August 22) ***

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21) ***

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18) ***

Try to keep a low profile under Thursday’s
skies. You’re in the mood to hole up in the comfort of your home and catch up on some
much-needed rest. The day is likely to stoke
some tensions around freedom and independence on relationship front.

Thursday’s cosmic landscape is likely to stoke
several tensions for you, intensifying your emotional responses and increasing your need to
self-protect. Today’s alignment makes it an ideal
day to prioritize your health and actively
self-express.

Turn your focus towards the current state of
your ambitions today. Thursday’s skies push
you to untangle any knots cropping up around
your future trajectory. The day may stoke
relationship tensions around freedom and
independence.

Direct your focus towards the close relationships
you cherish in your world. The day helps you
fine tune the give-and-take occurring between
you and a special someone. It highlights stresses
between your public and private life that need
addressing.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) ***

VIRGO (August 23-September 22) ***
Thursday’s alignment encourages you to
acknowledge nagging emotional issues in a private, healing way. It is a tough day for communication and mental health. Today, aim to release
any pent-up feelings through journaling or
creative writing.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21) ****
It’s in your nature to break out of stagnation
and abandon tiresome routines. Let yourself be
reminded of that desire today. The day highlights tensions and changes to be made around
your current work circumstances and anger
management.

PISCES (February 19-March 20) ***
Once you’re in the zone, no one can stop you.
You may feel like you have a one-track mind for
tackling your workload and handling overdue
errands today. The day highlights stresses to be
acknowledged around your mental health.

You’re a natural storyteller and communicator.
Let yourself reconnect with these natural talents today, as the alignment encourages you to
activate your self-expression in a fresh capacity.
It can stoke frustrations around your health and
work/life balance.

Crossword

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19) ***
Your messier feelings need some love and care
today. The alignment encourages you to heal
and acknowledge recent intimacy issues. It illuminates latent stresses looming beneath the
surface around romance, creativity, and
goal-setting.

Sudoku

Yesterday’s Solution
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A day in the life of an executive chef
Growing up, Yuba Raj Pokhrel had his eyes set on becoming an architectural engineer until he experienced
the joys of cooking. Today, he is the executive chef at The Soaltee Kathmandu, a 5-star hotel in the city.

Post Photos: Keshav Thapa

With more than 30 years of experience in the culinary field, Yuba Raj Pokhrel has been the executive chef at The Soaltee Kathmandu for around seven years.
SHRANUP TANDUKAR
KATHMANDU

W

hen Yuba Raj Pokhrel
returned to his home
in Sankhuwasabha
in the 1980s, he had
newfound vigour and
spring in his steps. He
was in his early 20s and his foray into the
culinary profession had started only a few
years ago. But he was yet to tell his family
about his new career choice.
“In those days, the culinary profession
wasn’t a lucrative job in Nepal. The concept of fine dining wasn’t common knowledge,” Pokhrel says. “And on top of that, I
came from a conservative Brahmin family.
I grew up in an environment where we
didn’t consume buff or pork.”
After completing his schooling at a local
school, he went to India to pursue further
studies. He had a knack for mathematics,
and his initial plan was to study engineering and become an architectural engineer.
“But when I returned from India, my
grandmother pulled me aside and cautioned me if I had been led astray,” he
says. To earn money for his studies and
living, he had started working part-time in
restaurants and hotels around Hyderabad.
In the kitchen, he had to handle meat,
sometimes buff and pork, among other
ingredients.
It took some time to convince his family
about his then-unconventional career
choice, but he had, in fact, discovered his
passion. He also had earned a decent
amount of money and was successful in
convincing his family that the culinary
profession was a decent career path.
Since then, Pokhrel has spent more
than 30 years working in the culinary
field. He has held the position of executive
chef at The Soaltee Kathmandu for over
seven years and has been involved with
the hotel for over 14 years. Before joining
the Kathmandu-based 5-star property,
Pokhrel worked at reputed hotels in
Malaysia and India as well as received
training from hotels in Thailand and Sri
Lanka.
For Pokharel, cooking is a combination
of three things—technology, ingredients,
and expertise. “Sometimes, people forget
how important technology is in cooking. It
not only helps make cooking more efficient but also allows us to create dishes
that may not have been possible before,”
says Pokhrel.
Ingredients are another important
aspect of cooking—where you get your
ingredients from and how you store them
is crucial. Pokhrel shows an example of
the type of chicken used in the kitchen: A
whole chicken comes packaged in its own
bag with all the details of when it was
processed, where, and till when is it safe to
consume. “Almost all of the ingredients
we procure are from high-quality brands.
This is to ensure consistency when it
comes to quality,” says Pokhrel.
And as for expertise, Pokhrel says that
he is constantly learning and upgrading
himself, even now. “People’s eating habits
and patterns are constantly changing. For
chefs to stay relevant, they have to stay
informed and updated about the latest
trends.”
A typical day for Pokhrel starts with a
HOD(Head of Department) meeting at
around 9am. He usually leaves his residence at Balkot, Bhaktapur, at 7:30am and
arrives at work at around 8am. During the
HOD meeting, usually attended by the different kitchen heads, discussion about the
costs and sales of previous days, upcoming special events and VIP events, and
suggestions and feedback from the guests
are held.
“In our meetings, we discuss events and
issues in a three-day format—yesterday,
today, and tomorrow; what went wrong or
right yesterday, how we can improve or
continue today, and what events are
planned for tomorrow. This system allows

us to be prepared for most contingencies,”
confides Pokhrel before the meeting
starts.
The meeting is held in a dark banquet-like hall inside the busy kitchen area
of the Garden Terrace at the lobby level of
The Kathmandu Soaltee. As new trainees
and veteran chefs outside the hall start to
prepare for the day ahead, the meeting
inside the hall goes underway. Pokhrel is
in charge of ten different kitchens of The
Soaltee Kathmandu and manages more
than 150 staff members.
During the meeting, Pokhrel assumes
the role of a leader. He starts the meeting
and immediately goes into details about
yesterday’s reports. At one point, Pokhrel’s
tone turns a bit grave as he says,
“Yesterday’s costs of the bakery products
far exceeded the sales. We need to be more
mindful of that and control accordingly
from today.”
Being a chef, and an executive chef at
that, is a multifaceted profession. The food
not only has to taste good but it also has to
look aesthetically pleasing, and be healthy
and nutritious. And, as an executive chef,
Pokhrel needs to coordinate between different departments like the Food and
Service
Department,
Beverage
Engineering
and
Maintenance
Department, Purchase Department and so
on. “I need to wear different hats, not only
my chef ’s hat,” jokes Pokhrel. “As a chef, I
have to make sure our dishes are exquisite, delicious, healthy, nutritious, and
design our food menus accordingly. As a
manager, I need to be attentive to my
staff ’s needs. As an accountant, I need to
be fiscally responsible and control excessive costs.”
Soon after the meeting with the department heads, Pokhrel usually grabs breakfast at the breakfast buffet of the Garden
Terrace restaurant itself. The timing is
usually 10:30am, and the breakfast buffet—which starts from 6:30 am to 10:45am—
nears its end.
While he has his breakfast, he also

reviews the quality of the breakfast menu
items. Checking the consistency of the
food that the hotel serves its guests is an
important part of the job, says Pokhrel.
“Someone who comes in for breakfast during the start of our buffet from 6am and
someone who comes in during the end of
our buffet at 10:30 am should receive the
same high quality of food,” shares
Pokhrel.
In between our talks, Pokhrel’s phone
makes its presence known relentlessly.
Sometimes, the call is about confirming
the menu design for an upcoming event.
“Yes, I have already emailed the designed
menu,” says Pokhrel. Sometimes, it’s

Being a chef, and an
executive chef at
that, is a multifaceted
profession.
about confirming the product invoice for
the purchase department. “No, I have corrected the amounts since a new event has
been confirmed for tomorrow,” says
Pokhrel. Other times, it’s about an urgent
meeting regarding the logistics of a
company’s launch event. “Yes, we can
meet in person to discuss the menu,” says
Pokhrel.
Since there has been an intake of fresh
interns recently, Pokhrel’s schedule has
been even more hectic than usual. “We
have to organise different training and
workshop programmes for our new members,” he says. “Everything from sanitation protocols to machinery and technology handling to kitchen etiquettes needs to
be taught and I handle many training sessions myself.”
Lunchtime for Pokhrel is usually at 2pm
but rarely does his day follow the schedule. There is always one person or other

that wants to sit down and chat with
Pokhrel regarding an upcoming event.
Today, an executive officer of a power
company wants to discuss the menu
design for an upcoming formal event for
his company. Aside from the discussions
during the planning phase of an event,
Pokhrel also has an active role during
events.
“In many events, guests want to express
their gratitude to the chef in-person so I
need to converse with them,” says Pokhrel.
“Conversing with the guests also allows
me to get personal and sincere feedback
about the quality of the food.”
Between the ceaseless meetings and discussions, Pokhrel seldom gets the chance
to do what he loves most—cooking.
“Passion over everything else,” he reflects
upon his culinary journey.
“I have sacrificed many aspects of my
life for my passion for cooking, and I have
reached where I am today due to relentless
struggle,” says Pokhrel. His journey has
now led him a bit farther away from the
flames of the kitchen, but he is still deeply
engrossed in the culinary world—the joy
of watching customers relishing their
meal still fuels his passion.
The last instance when he cooked for
the guests was some weeks ago when a
flight got cancelled late into the night, and
the passengers were brought to The
Soaltee Kathmandu for an overnight stay.
“During that time, most of the kitchen
staff had already gone home, and there
were only a handful of us in the kitchen,”
says Pokhrel. Nevertheless, the few staff
worked tirelessly to feed the hungry
guests, and Pokhrel reached home early
into the morning.
But aside from the professional kitchen,
Pokhrel indulges in his passion for cooking in his home. “My kids coax me to cook
whenever we make any non-vegetarian
items, especially chicken,” says Pokhrel.
“However, they aren’t fond of my mutton
gravies. I make a restaurant version which
has a bit too much spice for them.”

Pokhrel has two daughters and one son.
His younger daughter is also interested in
the culinary arts and he has two minds
about it. “On the one hand, I am ecstatic
that my daughter is also interested in the
culinary field and wants to follow in my
footsteps. On the other hand, I have seen
behind the glamour and glitter of this
industry. It’s a really ruthless and taxing
job,” he shares. As he ponders upon his
dilemma a bit, he adds, “You can’t get
involved in this industry and leave it halfway. Either you commit to it fully, or you
don’t start at all.”
The culinary world is a hectic; the food
orders need to have consistent quality and
be prepared within an acceptable wait
time.
Inside the kitchen, the environment is
chaotic as chefs scramble to complete
their tasks and finish the dishes. In his job
schedule, the working hours end
at 6pm, but in reality, he has never
gone home at that time in his entire career,
he says.
“There is always one thing or the other
to do—ingredient orders to be approved,
menus to be designed, preparations to be
managed and organised. Most of the time,
my work ends at 9pm, but it’s not unusual
to return home at 12pm or 1am when there
are special events,” says Pokhrel.
The erratic and long working hours are
typical for a profession in the hospitality
sector such as that of a chef. While diners
and customers enjoy their meals, the chefs
miss out on their own family dinners.
“I don’t have a family life,” grumbles
Pokhrel with eyes that look into the distance, his voice tinged with a hint of melancholy. “Sometimes, when there is less
work, I call home and tell my wife that I
will be returning early. But right after
that, something urgent comes up and then
I am delayed again.”
Nowadays, Pokhrel’s wife, Rama
Pokhrel, doesn’t even believe him when he
says that he will arrive early and just sets
his dinner in an insulated tiffin box.

Yuba Raj Pokhrel supervises the daily meetings between heads of departments to brief and prepare the kitchen staff for any contingencies.
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