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Covid-19 infections
in health workers
could pile pressure
on hospitals
Major hospitals in the Valley say dozens of staff have
contracted virus, as the country sees rapid surge in cases.
PRITHVI MAN SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

Omicron’s high transmissibility rate
amid Delta’s presence in Nepal has
led to a rapid surge in coronavirus
cases for the past few days, fuelling
hospitalisations. And there is a new
worry now. Doctors, nurses and technicians as well as hospital administrative staff who form the first line of
defence against Covid-19 are contracting the virus.
Tribhuvan University Teaching
Hospital reported around 75 infections among healthcare workers while
Bir Hospital and Patan Hospital have
reported around two dozen infections
each by Friday morning, according to
senior officials at the hospitals.
They said it would be challenging
for hospitals to provide services if the
number of infections among
health workers and other hospital staff surges, even though
they have managed to handle
the situation so far.
“If the majority of staff from
the same department are infected at the same time, it will be
very difficult to provide related
health services,” said Dr Ravi
Shakya, director of Patan
Hospital. “Due to the highly
infectious nature of
the
Omicron variant, chances of
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People unload a goat from the roof of a passenger bus at Jadibuti in Kathmandu in this recent photo.

Inside
IMF approves $395.9
million credit for Nepal
KATHMANDU: The International
Monetary Fund has approved a $395.9
million (around Rs47 billion) extended credit facility for Nepal for Covid19 response in mitigating the pandemic’s impact on health and economic activity, protecting vulnerable
groups, preserving macroeconomic
and financial stability, and supporting sustained growth and poverty
reduction. The executive board of the
IMF approved the 38-month arrangement on Wednesday. The programme
will help fill financing gaps and will
catalyse additional financing from
Nepal’s development partners, the
IMF said in a statement on Thursday.
Approval of the extended credit facility arrangement enables immediate
disbursement of $110 million, usable
for budget financing. This follows
fund emergency support to Nepal in
May 2020 under the rapid credit facility equivalent to $214 million at the
(Details on Pg 2)
time of approval. 

Division over local level
poll dates as two ruling
parties press for delays

health workers from the same department getting infected are very high.”
As the health workers need to stay
in isolation after being infected, doctors said shortages of health workers
could emerge as a big challenge amid
the rising number of coronavirus
cases and increased hospitalisations.
As many as 41 Covid-19 patients
have been hospitalised at Patan as of
Friday morning, up from around 30 a
week ago, according to Dr Shakya.
After over five dozen health staff
were infected, the Tribhuvan
University Teaching Hospital is providing services to Covid-19 patients by
drawing staff from various departments. The infected health workers
have been allowed to stay in home
isolation.
“We are not facing a human
resource crunch at the moment but we
could soon see such a situation if the
coronavirus continues to spread at the
current rate and infects other health
workers,” said Dr Santa Kumar Das,
coordinator of the Covid-19 management committee at the hospital.
The teaching hospital has 170 medical officers and nursing staff recruited
temporarily on contract basis to work
at Covid wards. “We plan to increase
the number of healthcare workers if
the caseloads and hospitalisation continues to grow,” Das told the post.
>> Continued on page 2

CPN-UML for Election Commission-proposed dates while
the Congress wants fresh discussion with political forces.

Calls grow in ruling parties for
Deuba to speak up on Lipulekh
KATHMANDU: When it comes to India,
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba’s unease started soon after he
assumed office on July 13 last year. In
July-end, a youth fell into the
Mahakali when a tuin, a metal cable
he was using to cross the river
snapped. Reports suggested Indian
security officials had unfastened the
wire. Deuba came under pressure to
take the issue up with India. His government hemmed and hawed for
more than a month before sending a
diplomatic note. Now, as Deuba has
completed six months of his tenure,
he is under pressure once again to
write to New Delhi in response to a
recent statement by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. On
December 30, Modi announced that
his government has extended a road
to Lipulekh and further expansion
(Details on Pg 4)
work is going on. 

Lockdown, unseasonal floods
and loss in quality dealt triple
blow to paddy farmers
TIKAPUR/PARSA: A triple blow has hit
farmers in eastern and far-western
Nepal, the country’s rice bowl. With
Covid-19 cases spreading rapidly during late April and May last year, the
government had enforced a second
lockdown across the country from
April 29, 2021. Hundreds of people
died in the devastating second wave.
The second wave severely affected the
livelihoods of farmers. However, the
farmers’ woes did not end. The country suffered floods following unseasonal rains starting on October 17
that killed more than 100 people and
left settlements in several districts
under water for days. Heavy rainfall
is unusual in Nepal in October, which
is traditionally outside the monsoon
season. The Ministry of Agriculture
said that the unusual rainfall had
caused losses amounting to Rs11.87
(Details on Pg 5)
billion. 
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Nepali Congress leader Ramesh Lekhak briefs the media on the discussion over new elections.
BINOD GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

On December 24, the Election
Commission proposed to Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba that
local elections be held in a single
phase on April 27. It also said that if
the government conducts the polls in
two phases, they must be held on April
27 and May 5.
The reason the Election Commission
proposed the second phase by May 5,
if polls were to be staggered, stemmed
from the constitutional and legal
provisions as per which the terms
of the representatives elected from
the 2017 elections would expire by
May 20, 2022.
Deuba said he would get back after
consulting with cross-party leaders.
After not hearing from the government for three weeks, the commission
on Friday held a meeting with 15 political parties to learn about their position on local election dates.
Party representatives gave mixed
responses.
While the opposition parties like
the CPN-UML and Loktantrik
Samajbadi Party insisted that elections be held as proposed by the commission, Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist Centre) and CPN (Unified
Socialist) suggested holding polls in
October-November.
The Nepali Congress didn’t offer
any specific views, with its representatives saying the government should
“reach a conclusion” after holding
discussion with the parties.
“We said there is no alternative to
holding the polls as per the commission’s proposal and requested the parties to advise the government to
announce the poll dates as per our
proposal,” Dinesh Thapaliya, the chief

election commissioner, told the Post.
“We are meeting the prime minister in
a few days to recommend the dates.”
It’s the government that announces
poll dates at the recommendation of
the commission.
Commission officials say their new
recommendation will be in line with
their earlier December 24 proposal.
Thapaliya said the commission is
encouraged as a majority of the parties have said they second the commission’s proposal on election dates.
However, the Maoist Centre and the
CPN (Unified Socialist) are for holding
all three tiers of elections—local, provincial and federal—together.
“The local, provincial and federal
elections must be held together to save
the election expenses as well as the
campaigning costs of the candidates.
October-November will be the right
time,” Lila Mani Pokhrel, a Central
Committee member of the Maoist
Centre who was present in the meeting, told the Post.
“It will be unfair for the representatives of the local governments elected
in the second and third phases if the
elections are held in April-May. The
constitution also envisions a five-year
tenure at the local level.”
The country, on May 14, 2017, held
the first phase of elections in 283 local
federal units from three provinces
among the 753 across the country.
However, the second and third phases
of the polls were held on June 28 and
September 18 respectively. The gap
between the first and third phases was
four months.
The commission, however, says that
the local elections must be held latest
by May 5, two weeks before the terms
of the incumbent local representatives expire.
>> Continued on page 2
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National
Briefing
Two die in Dhankuta
tipper accident
DHANKUTA: Two persons died in a tipper truck accident at Dhankuta
Municipality-2 along the Koshi
Highway on Friday. The vehicle
swerved off the road and plunged
around 25 metres. Police identified
the deceased as tipper driver Bhuwan
Thredi Magar of Pyuthan district
and his assistant Nabin BK of Dang
district. Rescuers retrieved the bodies
stuck under the vehicle.

Bardibas Hospital starts
providing maternity services

IMF approves $395.9
million credit for Nepal

The hospital has also launched laboratory, outpatient and 24-hour emergency services.

POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

Man held with three muskets
from Morang forest
MORANG: Police arrested a 60-year-old
man in possession of three muskets
from a community forest in Letang
Municipality-9, Morang, on Friday.
According to the District Police
Office, Indra Bahadur Rai of
Miklajung Rural Municipality-5 was
detained while he was walking in
Basanta Hariyali Community Forest
with the weapons. Security personnel
also seized 18 bullets, five packets of
shrapnel, some gunpowder and a
khukuri. Detailed investigation into
the incident is underway, said police.

Shortage of essential medicines
at Gaur Hospital
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At present, the hospital has nine doctors, six staff nurses, four community health auxiliaries and three health assistants.
SUNITA BARAL
MAHOTTARI, JAN 14

RAUTAHAT: Service seekers have complained that they are deprived of
essential medicines that the government provides free of cost at Gaur
Hospital. According to the hospital
administration, its pharmacy currently has a shortage of 15 of the
total 70 essential medicines. “The
medicines worth around Rs10 million
are required for a year. But the provincial government provides just Rs1
million to purchase medicines,” said
Dr Krishna Sah, the chief at the only
government in Gaur.

Programme will help fill financing gaps and will catalyse
additional financing from Nepal’s development partners,
according to the international financial institution.

Bardibas Hospital in Bardibas
Municipality, Mahottari has recently
started providing maternity services.
Before this, pregnant women from
Bardibas and surrounding areas had
to go to Janakpur or Kathmandu for
delivery, as the municipality did not
have a single maternity hospital.
Local residents are elated with
the upgrade in Bardibas Hospital,
which was recently shifted to a new
building.
“Pregnant women in the municipality are happy with the added services
at the hospital,” said Chandra Rai, a
local resident. “Bardibas women can

now get safe delivery done in their
own local unit.”
Besides adding maternity services,
the hospital has also started providing
lab services, OPD services and 24-hour
emergency services.
“Maternity services, including surgery and major operations, would be
started within a month as the hospital
is managing the medical supplies and
medicines required for surgeries,”
said Vidhan Chandra Jha, medical
superintendent of Bardibas Hospital.
At present, the hospital has nine
doctors, six staff nurses, four community health auxiliaries (CMA) and
three health assistants. The hospital
says it lacks the required manpower to
provide essential services.

Along with the services, the hospital has also worked on cleanliness,
including that of its surroundings.
Health workers conduct a sanitation campaign every Friday to maintain hygiene at the hospital. And
under the leadership of Bardibas
Municipality Mayor Bidur Karki,
hundreds of trees have been planted
around the hospital.
The Dhulikhel Community Hospital
in Kavre has agreed to provide technical assistance to Bardibas Hospital for
its improvement.
Dr Biraj Karmacharya of Dhulikhel
Hospital has committed to training
health workers of Bardibas Hospital.
A technical team has been sent to
Bardibas to operate the lab.

The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) has approved a $395.9 million
(around Rs47 billion) extended credit
facility for Nepal for Covid-19 response
in mitigating the pandemic’s impact
on health and economic activity, protecting vulnerable groups, preserving
macroeconomic and financial stability, and supporting sustained growth
and poverty reduction.
The executive board of the IMF
approved the 38-month arrangement
on Wednesday. The programme will
help fill financing gaps and will catalyse additional financing from Nepal’s
development partners, the IMF said in
a statement on Thursday.
Approval of the extended credit
facility arrangement enables immediate disbursement of $110 million, usable for budget financing. This follows
fund emergency support to Nepal in
May 2020 under the rapid credit facility equivalent to $214 million at the
time of approval.
The Covid-19 pandemic is taking a
heavy toll on Nepal’s economy. From
April to July 2021, Nepal suffered a
devastating second wave of Covid-19,
interrupting a gradual recovery in economic activity. Nepal’s GDP contracted
2.1 percent in fiscal year 2019-20.
The World Bank in its Global
Economic Prospects report published
on Wednesday said Nepal’s economy
may grow 3.9 percent this fiscal year,
ending mid-July 2022, unchanged from
its June 2021 outlook.
The IMF said that collapse of the
tourism and service sectors, which
are key drivers for growth, will take
time to recover. After a sharp drop in
2020, imports have rapidly grown, fuelling a large current account deficit
[8.3 percent of GDP in 2020-21].
The gross international reserves
remain adequate but have begun to
decline in recent months. The Covid-19
shock affected both revenues and
expenditures with the fiscal deficit
expected to widen from 4.2 percent of
GDP in 2020-21 to 6.3 percent in 2021-22.
The fund-supported programme
under the extended credit facility has
three main objectives, aligned with

Fund says collapse
of tourism, service
sectors, key drivers
for growth, will take
time to recover.
the government’s Relief, Restructuring, and Resilience (3R) plan.
First, mitigating the Covid-19
impact on health and economic activity, and protecting vulnerable groups,
including by making room in the
budget for health, social assistance,
and job support, while enhancing fiscal transparency and governance, the
IMF said. Second, preserving macroeconomic and financial stability,
including by maintaining a prudent
fiscal stance, preserving reserve adequacy, and strengthening financial
sector regulation and supervision,
according to the IMF.
“Third, supporting a reform agenda
that leads to sustained growth and
poverty reduction over the medium
term, including by implementing
cross-cutting institutional reforms
that improve governance and reduce
corruption vulnerability.”
At the conclusion of the IMF’s
executive board’s discussion, Bo Li,
deputy managing director and acting
chair, said: “The Covid-19 pandemic
severely impacted Nepal’s economy,
including through a decline in tourism and domestic activity and volatile
remittances. Households are experiencing an ongoing shock to income
and social assistance programs have
limited coverage, implying a likely
setback to poverty alleviation gains in
recent years.”
“The extended credit facility
arrangement will support the government’s priorities, to mitigate the pandemic’s impact on health and economic activity and protect vulnerable
groups; preserve macroeconomic and
financial stability; support sustained
growth and poverty reduction; and
catalyse additional external financing,” he added.

Division over local level poll Covid-19 infections in health workers
dates as two ruling parties ... could pile pressure on hospitals
>> Continued from page 1

According to Clause 55 of the Local Level
Election Act-2017, the terms of local representatives start from the seventh day of the election
date. As the first-phase local elections were held
on May 14, 2017, the terms of the local representatives are deemed to have begun on May 20. This
means new representatives must be elected by
then so as to avoid a vacuum.
“We have clearly said there will be a vacuum
at the local level if the elections are not held on
time and there is no legal room to extend their
terms,” said Thapaliya.
Article 225 of the Constitution of Nepal says
the terms of local governments shall be of five
years from the date of election. It also says the
next local governments shall be elected no later
than six months after the expiration of the
terms of the existing ones. However, a new Act
is necessary to implement the provision which
is yet to be drafted by the government.
Pokhrel said the commission should
prepare a bill to this effect and let the
parliament decide on it.
However, Thapaliya said they won’t be
doing that.
It is the commission that drafts the laws it
needs and sends them to the Ministry of Home
Affairs for further process to approve them.
“We won’t prepare any law to push the polls.
The commission, however, has no control over
any ordinance,” said Thapaliya.
UML leaders said the election shouldn’t be
delayed on any pretext.
“We have strongly suggested that the
commission hold the elections before May 20,”
said Bishnu Rimal, the party’s deputy general
secretary.
Loktantrik Samajbadi Party leaders say
elections should be held as proposed by the
commission.
“There will be a legal and constitutional crisis if the local elections aren’t held in AprilMay,” said Surendra Jha, the party’s Central
Committee member. “We have suggested that
the commission stand firm on its proposal.”
The Maoist Centre and the CPN (Unified
Socialist)’s opposition to April-May polls stems
from their fears. The Maoist Centre fought the
first phase of local elections in May 2017 in alliance with the Nepali Congress. It, however, did

not fare well. It reached out to the UML for the
second and third phases and by the time the
country went to general elections, the two communist parties had forged an electoral alliance.
The UML and the Maoist Centre merged in
May 2018 to form the Nepal Communist Party
(NCP). The NCP, however, was invalidated on
March 7, 2021, and the Maoist Centre and the
UML were revived.
The Maoist Centre is not confident of going to
the polls in April-May. Similarly, the Madhav
Nepal-led Unified Socialist was formed only on
August 25 after a split in the UML.
The two parties in the ruling alliance are busy
building their organisations.
“The postponement of elections means they
will get more time for party organisation.
Therefore, they might be willing for a delay,”
according to Pokharel, the former chief election
commissioner.
He said that time has come to fix the election
date in the law so that there is no manipulation
from the government or political parties.
The UML, on other hand, had won in most of
the local units. It fears it could lose the representatives elected in the second and third phases
in case the polls are delayed.
Experts on election affairs say there has been
a wrong trend in Nepal to conduct the polls at
the convenience of political parties.
Bhojraj Pokharel, a former chief election
commissioner, said periodic elections are a
must to strengthen democracy.
“Elections should be held by keeping the democratic and constitutional spirits—not the convenience of political parties—at heart,”
Pokharel, also a champion of good governance,
told the Post. “Timely elections are fundamental
to political stability.”
They also say that fixing election dates as per
the will of the parties is like allowing the examinees to fix their own tests.
Ila Sharma, a former election commissioner,
said postponing elections will set a wrong precedent which should be stopped at any cost.
“Even the commission should be assertive for
timely elections,” Sharma told the Post. “The
present uncertainty over the election dates
wouldn’t have emerged had the commission,
like in many countries, enjoyed the legal authority to announce election dates.”

NOTICE

I Lok Bahadur Thapa s/o
Gobinda Bahadur Thapa,
village Kaseni, District
Palpa, Nepal have declared
that in my Army Service
Record my spouse name is
Tipa Devi Thapa and her
date of birth is 01/07/1976
that is incorrect and her
correct date of birth is
20/09/1973.

>> Continued from page 1

According to him, as many as 37
Covid-19 patients have been hospitalised at the teaching hospital, up
from a dozen last week.
After Nepal reported 24 new
Omicron cases on January 7—
three were reported in December
who were later cleared of the
virus—cases have been rising at
an exponential rate.
On Friday, Nepal reported 5,087
new cases—4,204 in 13,474 polymerase chain reaction tests and
883 in 7,086 antigen tests.
In the last 12 days, cases have
risen from 326 on January 3 to
5,087 on Friday. Total Covid-19
deaths in the corresponding period number 14.
Total deaths from Covid-19
since the pandemic began stand at
11,613.
The daily positivity rate on
Friday jumped to 31.2 percent
from 27.8 percent a day before and
from 3 percent 12 days ago on
January 3.
The number of active cases on
Friday stood at 18,235. Since one
fourth of the total cases have
been attributed to Omicron, the
number of infections by the
new variant of the virus, which is
said to be super contagious,
should be 1,272.
Doctors say Nepal is facing its
third coronavirus wave, this
time driven by Omicron and
Delta, the variant which caused
devastation in the second wave in
April last year, claiming more
than 6,000 lives.
Dr Bhupendra Kumar Basnet,
director of Bir hospital, said that
he is concerned about possible
shortages of human resources
amid surging Covid-19 cases.
Bir Hospital has hired 55 medical officers and 152 nurses on contract basis to provide dedicated
services to Covid-19 patients.
“More health workers will be
required if the Covid-19 hospitalisation rate goes up,” Basnet told
the Post. On Friday, Bir Hospital
admitted 52 patients, according to
Basnet. A week ago, there were 19
Covid-19 patients admitted to this
hospital, according to data made
available by the country’s largest
hospital.
After cases started to rise, the
government put some measures in
place, but experts warn that no
substantial steps have been taken
to check the spread. In Kathmandu
Valley, gatherings of more than 25
people have been banned. The
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A scene at the Armed Police Force Hospital, Balambu. Doctors say Nepal is facing its third coronavirus wave.
District Administration Offices of
Kathmandu,
Lalitpur
and
Bhaktapur have issued notices
making the proof of vaccination
mandatory for the members of the
public to enter public places—
hotels, restaurants, cinema halls,
stadiums and parks—and to
access government services.
Similar measures have been
taken by other local authorities
as well.
Meanwhile, on Friday, a Cabinet
meeting issued a monthlong
“Covid-19 Pandemic Third Wave
Prevention and Control Directive”.
The directive includes most of
the measures recommended by
the Covid-19 Crisis Management
Coordination Committee. The
directive will be applicable for the
month of Magh (January 15 to
February 12).
Experts, however, say the virus
has already penetrated communities and without effective contact
tracing, it will be difficult to check
the spread. On top of that, the government has failed to boost the
vaccination drive.
Nepal so far has received
40,388,840 doses of Covid-19
vaccines.
As of Friday, 11,869,974 people,
or 39.1 percent of the over 30 million population, have been fully
vaccinated. Estimates suggest

there are around 13 million doses
in stock.
Scientists across the world have
said that vaccination is the only
weapon against Covid-19, just as
they stress the need to take safety
precautions—wearing
masks,
using sanitisers and avoiding
crowds, among others. The mask
mandate, however, appears to have
collapsed in Nepal, and there has
been no control on crowds.
Authorities have failed to enforce
the pandemic protocol.
Doctors say the current rate of
the rise in cases suggests hospitalisations will continue, even if
they do not reach the scale of the
second wave last year.
According to them, the concern
is what if health care providers in
huge numbers get infected. The
system could buckle under pressure, they express their worries.
Shakya of Patan Hospital said
hospitalisations have been relatively lower this time despite
rising Covid-19 cases. Hospitals
could manage their health facilities without significant strain if
the hospitalisation rate does not
increase.
Considering the possible shortage of human resources, the
Health Ministry said this week
that the contract of the temporary
staff hired for Covid-19 has been

increased by three months. Their
contracts are set to expire on
Friday.
But Dr Sangita Kausal Misra,
spokesperson for the Health
Ministry, said that she does not see
any problem in delivering services if 10 to 15 percent of health
workers are isolated and quarantined after catching Covid-19.
As of mid-July 2020, Nepal had
90,946 health personnel, including
doctors, specialist doctors and
health workers. But the number
decreased to 90,369 by mid-March,
2021, according to the Economic
Survey 2020-21. However, this does
not count the health workers temporarily recruited.
“If half of the health workers
are infected, service delivery will
be definitely affected,” she said.
The ministry also announced
on Friday that the government
would provide booster doses of
vaccine to frontline workers
including health workers starting
Sunday.
According to Misra, the ministry trained many health workers
during the second wave and they
could be mobilised to attend to
Covid-19 patients.
“If the shortfall of health workers deteriorates, we may have to
stop non-essential health services,” said Mishra.
C M Y K
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Calls grow in ruling parties for Deuba to speak up on Lipulekh
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba is under pressure to respond to Modi’s statement on India’s road expansion through the territory that Nepal has included in its map.
ANIL GIRI
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

When it comes to India, Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba’s
unease started soon after he assumed
office on July 13 last year. In July-end,
a youth fell into the Mahakali when a
tuin, a metal cable he was using to
cross the river snapped. Reports suggested Indian security officials had
unfastened the wire.
Deuba came under pressure to take
the issue up with India. His government hemmed and hawed for more
than a month before sending a diplomatic note.
Now, as Deuba has completed six
months of his tenure, he is under
pressure once again to write to New
Delhi in response to a recent statement by Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
On December 30, while addressing
an election rally, Modi announced that
his government has extended a road to
Lipulekh and further expansion work
is going on. The Indian government is
building a road via Lipulekh to
Kailash Mansarovar in the Tibetan
Autonomous Region of China.
The main opposition CPN-UML has
been criticising the Deuba administration for failing to respond to Modi’s
claim on Lipulekh, which Nepal has
already incorporated within its map.
UML’s KP Sharma Oli government
in May last year had published a new
map to include Lipulekh, Kalapani

and Limpiyadhura within the Nepali
territory.
On Tuesday, the UML condemned
the statement made by Modi and asked
the government to speak up.
“The UML unwaveringly believes
that construction of roads and other
structures should be stopped. The
issue should be promptly resolved
through dialogue and no structure
should be built at the state level until
resolution is reached through dialogue,” read the statement issued by
Rajan Bhattarai, the UML’s foreign
department head.
Calls are now growing from within
the ruling alliance, from Deuba’s
Nepali Congress and his coalition
partners, to speak up and lodge
a protest with India on Modi’s recent
statement.
Nepali Congress President Deuba is
currently leading a coalition government with Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist Centre), the CPN (Unified
Socialist), Janata Samajbadi Party
and Rastriya Janamorcha as partners.
On Friday, Gagan Thapa and
Bishwa Prakash Sharma, the two general secretaries of the Nepali
Congress, jointly met with Prime
Minister Deuba and urged him to send
a diplomatic note to India protesting
against Modi’s statement.
Later in the day, both Thapa
and Sharma issued a joint statement
saying that Kalapani, Lipulekh
and Limpiyadhura are integral
parts of Nepal and that the Nepali

Post file Photo

Sher Bahadur Deuba
Congress is clear about it.
“India should return its army from
Kalapani. The construction of the
road is a serious issue and objectionable. This should be stopped immediately,” the statement added.
“We have drawn the attention of the
prime minister to the recent statement [by the Indian prime minister]
and urged him to make a position on
the issue,” said Sharma. “The prime
minister then immediately rang up
Foreign Minister Narayan Khadka
and asked him to do the necessary
homework to make the government’s
position clear.”
Besides Thapa and Sharma, other
senior Nepali Congress leaders includ-

ing party vice president Dhanaraj
Gurung have also called on the government to respond to Modi’s statement and take steps to resolve the
matter.
Leaders like Thapa, Sharma
and Gurung were also facing criticism
over their silence, as they were at
the forefront when India first
announced the road via Lipulekh during KP Sharma Oli’s tenure as prime
minister.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
however, is in a fix.
As soon as Modi’s statement went
public through the media, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs sought a detailed
report from the Nepali Embassy in
New Delhi. The embassy then forwarded the video footage of the election rally which Modi was addressing.
According to two government officials, the Foreign Minister told
Foreign Secretary Bharat Raj Paudyal
and Head of South Asia Division
Tirtha Raj Wagle “to look into the
matter”.
Just as the ministry was about
to make a move, Prime Minister
Deuba went into isolation after a
member of his private secretariat tested positive for the coronavirus.
Minister Khadka could not meet the
prime minister.
Deuba has been in isolation since
Sunday after some ruling alliance
leaders contracted the virus. A Covid19 test came negative on Tuesday, but
the prime minister again went in iso-

lation after some in his staff tested
positive. Another test conducted on
Thursday also cleared the prime minister of Covid-19, according to Deuba’s
private secretariat.
Now Foreign Secretary Paudyal has
become a contact after some of the
people he had met recently tested positive, according to Foreign Ministry
officials.
“We, however, have prepared a
working draft on the issue. But it is
still not clear whether the government
will write directly to the Government
of India or issue a press note,” the
official added. “Since it is a very sensitive matter, Foreign Minister Khadka
will show the draft to Prime Minister
Deuba. Hopefully, we will have our
position clear by early next week.”
Though the boundary dispute with
India started long ago, the issue of
Lipulekh resurfaced in 2015 after
Modi’s China visit where both India
and China agreed to develop a transit
route through the tri-junction.
As per the agreement in 2015
between India and China, the two
sides recognised that enhancing cooperation in border areas through trade,
pilgrimage by people of the two countries and other exchanges can effectively promote mutual trust, and
agreed to broaden this cooperation so
as to transform the border into a
bridge of cooperation and exchanges.
The Nepal government had written
separate letters to Prime Minister
Modi and Chinese President Xi
Jinping objecting to
the decision to develop the transit corridor via Lipulekh.
The issue, however,
was forgotten.
It surfaced again
in November 2019
after India released
a new map incorporating
Kalapani,
Lipulekh
and
Limpiyadhura within its territory.
The Nepal government
w ro t e
three back-to-back
diplomatic notes to
India, urging Delhi
for talks to resolve
the
issue.
Delhi
cold-shouldered the
messages.
In the first week of
May, Indian Defence
Minister
Rajnath
Singh inaugurated
the 75.54 km long
road via Lipulekh.
The Oli government
objected to it sharply.
Accordingly, the new
Nepali map was

released and incorporated in the coat
of arms through a constitutional
amendment, unanimously by all the
parties.
Nepal-India relations hit a rock bottom. Communication at high levels
started only after Samant Goel, head
of India’s external intelligence agency
Research and Analysis Wing, in
October, 2020 visited Kathmandu and
met with then prime minister Oli. No
details of the meeting have been made
public officially yet.
Now Oli’s party, the UML, which
was sent to the opposition by the July
12 Supreme Court order, has upped the
ante against Deuba over the Lipulekh
issue. And Deuba’s coalition partners
also have joined the chorus.
“I am surprised why the government is not speaking and objecting to
Modi’s statement,” said Narayan Kaji
Shrestha, former foreign minister
and head of the international department of the Maoist Centre. “Modi’s
latest statement on Lipulekh is the
continuation of India’ s intention to
continue encroaching upon the Nepali
territory.”
“India should stop such an attitude
and the Nepal government should
raise the issue with India,” Shrestha
told the Post.
Jhala Nath Khanal, head of the
international department of CPN
(Unified Socialist), also issued a statement on January 10 objecting to
Modi’s statement.
“The Indian government knows
very well that Lipulekh, Kalapani and
Limpiyadhura are sovereign territory
of Nepal,” said Khanal in the statement. “Any development activity conducted there without consultation
with the Nepal government is totally
illegal and is in violation of our territorial integrity and national sovereignty.”
Former Nepali ambassador to India,
Deep Kumar Upadhyay, who is also a
Congress leader, said that since both
countries have assigned foreign secretaries to look into the issue of boundary dispute, they should immediately
start talks.
“The foreign secretary level mechanism should be revived and they
should entrust the technical committees with the task of looking into the
issue
without
further
delay,”
Upadhyay told the Post. “There is no
alternative to talks at different levels
and stages because this issue cannot
be resolved overnight.”
According to Upadhyay, the government, on its part, should immediately
write a diplomatic note to the government of India.
“Nepal must express its concerns
over the statement by Modi,” said
Upadhyay, “and call on the Indian government to stop road construction.”

Himalayan Bank,
Nepal Investment
Bank merger aborted
The two big commercial banks had signed an
understanding in May last year for the merger.
PRITHVI MAN SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

The planned merger between
Himalayan Bank and Nepal
Investment Bank has been
aborted.
The annual general meeting of Himalayan Bank
rejected the merger plan.
The country’s two largest
commercial banks had signed
a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for a merger
in May last year, committing
to completing the merger
within two months.
“The annual general meeting on Friday rejected our
bank’s merger with Nepal
I nve s t m e n t
Bank,”
Himalayan
Bank
Chief
Executive Officer Ashoke
Rana confirmed to the Post.
“So the merger plan with
Nepal Investment Bank has
officially ended.”
A source at Himalayan
Bank told the Post that the
proposal of merger failed
at the annual general
meeting after the Employees
Provident Fund (EPF) and a
group led by Manoj Bahadur
Shrestha refused to endorse
it. The EPF and Shrestha’s
group have 36 percent stakes
in the bank.
Shrestha is a former chairman of Himalayan Bank.
“The EPF conducted a separate due diligence audit
(DDA) of both banks after the
new government was formed
in July, even though the merger committee had already
conducted DDA,” said the
source. “The EPF also rejected the merger plan in view of
losses projected for it as per
the separate DDA.”
The merger committee had
agreed to seek approval from

the AGM for the merger with
Nepal Investment Bank on
the basis of 1:1 share swap
ratio.
The source also hinted at
the potential influence of
Shrestha’s group in the decision of EPF.
The
Annual
General
Meeting of Nepal Investment
Bank is scheduled for
January 18.
Earlier the Nepal Rastra
Bank had extended the deadline for the completion of
merger after first giving a letter of intent for merger in
June last year.
The merger of the two commercial banks was expected
to set a precedent for big
mergers of other commercial
banks.
Nepal Rastra Bank wants
to reduce the number of
banks and financial institutions
through
mergers,
enabling a single bank to
invest in large infrastructure
projects.
There are 27 commercial
banks in Nepal.
Himalayan Bank Ltd was
established in 1993 in a joint
venture with Habib Bank
Limited of Pakistan.
Nepal Investment Bank
Ltd,
previously
Nepal
Indosuez Bank Ltd, was established in 1986 as a joint venture between Nepali and
French partners.
In 2002, a group of Nepali
companies, comprising bankers, professionals, industrialists
and
businessmen
acquired the 50 percent shareholding of the French partner
Credit Agricole Indosuez in
Nepal Indosuez Bank, and
accordingly the name of the
Bank was changed to Nepal
Investment Bank Ltd.
C M Y K
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Money
FOREX
US Dollar

118.95

Euro

136.30

Pound Sterling

163.31

Japanese Yen (10)

10.44

Chinese Yuan

18.73

Qatari Riyal

32.67

Australian Dollar

86.49

Malaysian Ringit

28.47

Saudi Arab Riyal

31.70
Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank

bullion

Price Per tola

Fine Gold

Rs 92,700

Silver

Rs 1,260
Source: FENEGOSIDA

gasoline watch

Briefings
Training on digital disruption
in finance, future banking
KATHMANDU: Leadership Academy
Nepal (LAN), in association with Rice
University Jones School of Business,
Texas, USA conducted a two-day
training for officials of different
banks and corporate sectors, including Fintech companies from Nepal,
India, Myanmar and Singapore. LAN
said in a statement that it was a highly relevant virtual training on
Fintech that introduced how fintech
(financial technology) disruptors are
using unconventional and non-traditional methods in the fields such as
payments, consumer and small business lending, wealth management
and advisory services. The training
also focused on the next wave of technologies such as blockchain, crypto
currencies and robotics. The course
was facilitated by Professor Manolo
Sanchez from Rice University. (PR)

Greece to raise minimum wage
again this year, PM says
ATHENS: Greece will raise the minimum wage for a second time later
this year, Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis said on Thursday, as rising inflation takes a toll on consumers’ income. The government
increased monthly gross minimum
wage by about 2 percent at 663 euros
from this month. (REUTERS)

UK economy recovers to above
pre-pandemic level: Data
LONDON: Britain’s economy has surpassed its pre-pandemic level after
recording strong growth in
November, official data showed on
Friday. “Gross domestic product is
estimated to have grown by 0.9 percent in November 2021 and is above
its pre-coronavirus pandemic level
for the first time,” the Office for
National Statistics said in a statement. The UK economy is 0.7 percent
above its level in February 2020, the
ONS added. (AFP)

Lockdown, unseasonal floods and loss in
quality dealt triple blow to paddy farmers
Paddy procurement by the state-owned food supplier in Parsa and Kailali has either been cancelled or postponed.
GANESH CHAUDHARY IN TIKAPUR &
SHANKAR ACHARYA IN PARSA

Fusemachines
secures $1 million
in FDI from
Business Oxygen
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

JAN 14

A triple blow has hit farmers in the
eastern and far west Nepal, the country’s rice bowl.
With Covid-19 cases spreading rapidly during late April and May last
year, the government had enforced a
second lockdown across the country
from April 29, 2021.
Hundreds of people died in the devastating second wave. The second
wave severely affected the livelihoods
of farmers. However, the farmers’
woes did not end.
The country suffered floods following unseasonal torrential rains starting on October 17 that killed more
than 100 people and left settlements in
several districts under water for days.
Heavy rainfall is unusual in Nepal
in October, which is traditionally outside the monsoon season.
The Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock Development said that the
unusual rainfall had caused losses
amounting to Rs11.87 billion. The ministry said that an estimated 424,113
tonnes of paddy on 111,609 hectares
had been destroyed.
After the devastating floods, hapless
farmers faced yet another trouble.
The Food Management and Trading
Company, the state-owned food supplier, decided not to procure paddy in
Kailali and postponed the procurement plan in Parsa this year, because
of the poor quality of crop.
Standing paddy crops on tens of
thousands of hectares were flooded
and inundated. The harvested paddies
were soaked in the rain. In Parsa, the
state-owned food supplier said that
most of the paddies brought by farmers don’t meet the moisture content.
The Food Management and Trading
Company in Kailali has informed the
farmers that their crop was not good
enough in terms of quality.
“Paddy procurement has been postponed because of the non-availability
of quality crops,’’ said Angela Basnet,
chief of the Food Management and
Trading Company of Sudurpaschim
Province.
“We have been instructed not to buy
paddies that are of poor quality.
Accordingly, we have stopped the pro-
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Farmers bring their paddy crop to sell at the Food Management and Trading Company premises in Birgunj.
curement,” she said. “Due to the
unseasonal rain in October, most of
the crop has been damaged.”
As farmers started to harvest
paddy, the company has enacted a temporary guideline to purchase paddy at
the price fixed by the government to
prevent buying of paddy that are of
poor quality.
As per the criteria, paddy should
not be wet and needs to be clean. The
crop should not contain soil and straw.
The paddy will be procured by the
company only after the technicians
approve it following checks.
For this fiscal year, the Cabinet
meeting held on September 14 last
year, the minimum support price of
“common paddy” has been raised to
Rs29.02 per kg from Rs28.85 per kg last
year. In the previous year, the price of
common paddy was Rs26.73 per kg.
The minimum support price for
“mota dhan” (short grain) has been
set at Rs27.52 per kg, up from Rs27.35
per kg last year. In the previous year,
the price was Rs25.32 per kg.
The floor price is the lowest
price that can be charged for a commodity. The measure is intended to
encourage farmers to grow crops. The
price is computed based on the cost of
production, transportation charges
and inflation.
The company started procurement
of paddy in Tikapur but stopped the
procurement due to poor quality.
According to the company, so far, 1.4
tonnes of paddy has been procured in

Tikapur and 3.2 tonnes in Mohanpur
of Dhangadhi.
Karam Chaudhary, a farmer of
Janaki Rural Municipality-3, said he
is in trouble after the company stopped
buying his paddy. The government has
announced the price of paddy and
farmers are unable to sell them.
His paddy harvested in mid-October
has not been sold yet. He fears that his
crop might be damaged or eaten by
mice if he fails to sell them.
Farmers said that they are compelled to ask local merchants to buy
their crop at any rate.
“The paddy rates are currently
being fixed by the local merchants,”
said Kamal Budha, another farmer of
Janaki Rural Municipality. “I was
compelled to even sell my ‘clean
paddy’ at Rs 20 per kg. We need cash to
manage household expenses.”
Paddy is cultivated on 70,000

hectares in Kailali.
Last year, the company had targeted
to procure 6,500 tonnes of paddy from
farmers. The company later procured
7,300 tonnes, Basnet said.
Meanwhile, the Food Management
and Trade Company in Birgunj has
refused to buy paddy from farmers
due to quality concerns.
Bikas Katuwal, chief of the company, said that most of the paddy brought
by farmers to the company’s depot do
not meet the moisture content. “The
problem may have occurred due to the
cold wave that has continued for the
last two weeks and farmers have not

been able to dry them.”
Before the cold wave, there was not
a problem, he said. The moisture content of paddy, which was up to 16 percent two weeks ago, is at 18 percent
now, Katuwal said.
“We have to return paddy with more
than 18 percent moisture,” Katuwal
said. “The problem is seen in 8 out of
100 tractors that have been bringing
paddy daily to the depot,” he said. “We
have been requesting farmers to bring
the paddy again by drying it.”
The depot has already purchased
950 tonnes of sona mansuli from farmers. Katuwal said that the farmers
have not been able to sell “jira masino” variety till now as the company is
purchasing the sona mansuli only.
The depot started procuring
paddy from December 22 and has a
target of purchasing 1,800 tonnes of
paddy—1,500 tonnes of sona mansuli
and 300 tonnes of jeera masino.
This year, a procurement committee
headed by Chief District Officer had
fixed the floor price of jeera masino at
Rs 29 per kg. The floor price of sona
mansuli has been fixed at Rs 29.02 per
kg as fixed by the federal government.
Asarfi Sah, president of Farmer
Association Parsa, said that the company should not be reluctant in buying paddy from farmers. “The problem of moisture was due to natural
causes. “We have been hit by the
October rains and then cold waves,”
he said. “The state-owned company
should understand our pain.”

Fusemachines, a leading AI talent and
education platform and service provider, on Wednesday announced $1
million in foreign direct investment
(FDI) from Business Oxygen Private
Limited (BO2), a Nepal-based private
equity fund bringing foreign investments to help local companies grow.
Fusemachines will deploy the funds
to substantially grow its Nepal team,
with the addition of at least 200 new
engineers, as well as to further
advance AI education and upskilling
initiatives in the country, the company
said in a press statement.
“We appreciate how Fusemachines
has made a tangible shift in Nepal’s AI
education and employment landscape
and are excited to support their vision
of AI talent generation in Nepal,” said
Siddhant Raj Pandey, chairman and
CEO of BO2.

Fusemachines will
deploy the funds to
substantially grow
its Nepal team.
“Since we launched our AI Shikshya
in Nepal initiative in 2018, we have
continually strived to make an impact
around AI reskilling and upskilling
for both the technology and non-technology audiences in Nepal,” said
Sameer Maskey, CEO of Fusemachines.
“With this recent round of funding,
we hope to further bolster our ongoing
efforts, while significantly adding
new, credible talent to our employee
base.”
In addition to engaging in strategic
training partnerships with Nepal’s
educational institutes, Fusemachines
has rolled out different AI education
initiatives in Nepal over the years,
including AI2Go training workshops,
Foundations in AI as well as
Microdegree™ in AI courses, among
others.
Founded in 2013, Fusemachines is
an AI talent and education platform
and service provider.

Facebook hit with
$3.2 billion class action
over market dominance
The lawsuit alleges Facebook made billions by imposing
unfair terms on consumers to access the network.
REUTERS
LONDON, JAN 14

Social media giant Facebook, now
known as Meta Platforms, faces a 2.3
billion pound plus ($3.2 billion plus)
class action in Britain over allegations it abused its market dominance
by exploiting the personal data of 44
million users.
Liza Lovdahl Gormsen, a senior
adviser to Britain’s Financial Conduct
Authority (FCA) watchdog and a competition law academic, said she was
bringing the case on behalf of people
in Britain who had used Facebook
between 2015 and 2019.
The lawsuit, which will be heard by
London’s
Competition
Appeal
Tribubal, alleges Facebook made billions of pounds by imposing unfair
terms and conditions that demanded
consumers surrender valuable personal data to access the network.

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart &
Sullivan, the law firm representing
Lovdahl Gormsen, has notified
Facebook of the claim.
Facebook said people used its services because it delivered value for
them and “they have meaningful
control of what information they
share on Meta’s platforms and
who with.”
The case comes days after Facebook
lost an attempt to strike out an antitrust lawsuit by the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC), one of the biggest
challenges by the US government
against a tech company in decades as
Washington attempts to tackle Big
Tech’s extensive market power.
“In the 17 years since it was created,
Facebook became the sole social network in the UK where you could be
sure to connect with friends and
family in one place,” Lovdahl Gornsen
said.
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People buy chaku, a sweet delicacy made from hardened molasses, on the eve of Maghe Sankranti festival at Ason, on Friday.

As costs soar, some Japanese companies do the unthinkable—raise prices
REUTERS
TOKYO, JAN 14

REUTERS

A file photo shows shoppers at a supermarket in Tokyo, Japan.

Premium telescopes, violin bows and
speciality paper are bucking a deflationary trend that has defined Japan
for decades—all have had their
prices hiked by companies confident
they can charge more without losing
business.
Years of stagnant prices and wages
have made Japan Inc nervous about
charging more for fear of alienating
shoppers and losing market share.
Traditionally, firms have chosen
belt-tightening in the face of rising
costs. While the overall rise in prices
is still modest, more firms are opting
for increases, led by market leaders
often with speciality products, as commodities and transport costs soar due
to the Covid-19 pandemic and a weakening yen makes fuel and imports
costly. Vixen Co Ltd, which commands
nearly 60 percent of the local market
for astronomy telescopes, plans to
increase prices of its bestselling lower-end models by as much as 24 per-

cent from next month, to 74,800-169,840
yen ($650-$1,500).
“If costs go up and we don’t increase
the prices, it will have a big impact on
us, so we had to start there,” spokesperson Yasuhisa Tsuzuki said, adding
Vixen had also been impacted by rising wages in China where it manufactures. So far, there has not been a consumer backlash, he said.
“Few people care when the price of
an astronomy telescope goes up,”
Tsuzuki said. “But a hike in the cost
of milk or eggs will be reported as big
story on every single news show.”
Tokyo-based Shirakawa Sogyo Co
Ltd, which has been importing and
selling violins since the 1960s, this
month raised prices of some Swissmade bows by as much as 36 percent,
to up to 539,000 yen.
A strengthening Swiss franc against
the yen has added to the squeeze on
already tight profit margins, company
President Susumu Shirakawa said.
Now may be an “easier time” to
raise prices because costs are generally going up for everyone, he said.

“Some of our competitors are doing
it as well.”
Goods sold to other businesses are
seeing bigger price increases than
those sold directly to consumers,
according to official data.
Wholesale inflation, which reflects
the prices firms charge each other for
goods, rose to a record 9 percent in
November, while the core consumer
price index ticked up 0.5 percent from
a year earlier, the highest in nearly
two years. Final goods prices rose just
4.6 percent in November even as raw
material costs spiked 74.6 percent.
Retailers, for instance, generally
allow food suppliers to hike prices
only when the cost of raw materials
jumps 20-30 percent, said Takao
Sekine, executive director at Food
Marketing Research and Information
Centre, a Tokyo-based industry
think tank.
Less than that and food companies
are forced to resort to “shrinkflation”,
Sekine said, where they offset costs by
making products smaller.Even companies selling directly to other business-

es say they are careful about the size
of their increases.
Nippon Paper Industries Co Ltd,
which accounts for around 40 percent
of the domestic paper market excluding cardboard, is raising prices of
some products by 5-15 percent in the
next few months.
But it is limiting increases to products where it is a market leader, such
as the “gable-top” cartons used by
milk producers, according to spokesperson Tetsuo Egawa.
“It’s hard for a company that’s not a
top player to be the first to raise prices,” Egawa said.
Japanese companies often describe
price hikes as something they do as a
last resort when costs cannot be
absorbed by corporate efforts—a
euphemism for cost-cutting.
Sangetsu Corp raised prices of wallpaper, curtains and flooring materials
by around 15 percent in September,
which a spokesperson said was partly
on behalf of the industry, to ensure
other companies would be able to stay
profitable.
C M Y K
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Ukraine hit by cyberattack,
Russia moves more troops
The United States warned on Thursday that the threat
of a Russian military invasion was high.
REUTERS
KYIV/MOSCOW, JAN 14

AP/RSS

Fireworks illuminate the sky over St Sava Temple in Belgrade, Serbia. Orthodox Christians in Serbia celebrate New Year on January 14, according to the Julian calendar. 

Ukraine was hit by a massive cyberattack on Friday warning its citizens to
“expect the worst”, and Russia, which
has massed more than 100,000 troops
on its neighbour’s frontier, released
television pictures of more forces
deploying in a drill.
The developments came after no
breakthrough was reached at meetings between Russia and Western
states, which fear Moscow could
launch a new attack on a country it
invaded in 2014.
“The drumbeat of war is sounding
loud,” said a senior US diplomat.
Russia denies plans to attack
Ukraine but says it could take
unspecified military action unless
demands are met, including a promise
by the NATO alliance never to
admit Kyiv.
Russia said troops in its far east
would practice deploying to far-away
military sites for exercises as part of
an inspection.
Defence Ministry footage released
by RIA news agency showed numerous armoured vehicles and other military hardware being loaded onto

trains in the Eastern Military District.
“This is likely cover for the units
being moved towards Ukraine,” said
Rob Lee, a military analyst and a fellow at the US-based Foreign Policy
Research Institute.
The movements indicated Russia
has no intention of dialling down tensions over Ukraine, having used its
troop build-up to force the West to the
negotiating table and press sweeping
demands for “security guarantees”—
key elements of which have been
described by the United States as
non-starters.
Ukrainian authorities were investigating a huge cyberattack, which hit
government bodies including the
ministry of foreign affairs, cabinet of
ministers, and security and defence
council.
“Ukrainian! All your personal data
was uploaded to the public network.
All data on the computer is destroyed,
it is impossible to restore it,” said a
message visible on hacked government websites, written in Ukrainian,
Russian and Polish.
“All information about you has
become public, be afraid and expect
the worst. This is for your past, present and future.”

Briefings

Tens of thousands gather at Hindu festival in India

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi hit by five
new corruption charges

Prime Minister Modi is not willing to ban the festival as he is afraid of angering Hindus ahead of crucial elections, critics say.

Naypyitaw: A court in military-ruled
Myanmar has announced five new
corruption charges against ousted
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, a source
familiar with the proceedings said on
Friday, adding to a slew of cases
against her. Suu Kyi has been on trial
since June last year and in recent
weeks has been sentenced to a combined six years in detention by a
court in the capital Naypyitaw, in
legal proceedings derided by the
international community as a sham.
Supporters of the 76-year-old Nobel
Peace Prize winner say the military
that overthrew her elected government in a coup nearly a year ago is
seeking to discredit her through the
trial and kill off any chance of a
return to political life.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

North Korea fires fresh missiles
in response to US sanctions
SEOUL: North Korea on Friday fired
two short-range ballistic missiles in
its third weapons launch this month,
officials in South Korea said, in an
apparent reprisal for fresh sanctions
imposed by the Biden administration
for its continuing test launches.
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff
said the missiles came from an inland
area in western North Pyongan province. Japan’s Prime Minister’s Office
and the Defence Ministry also detected the launch, while its coast guard
urged vessels to pay attention to
(AGENCIES)
falling objects. 

LUCKNOW, JAN 14

Tens of thousands of devout Hindus,
led by heads of monasteries and
ash-smeared ascetics, took a holy dip
into the frigid waters of the Ganges
River in northern India on Friday
despite rising Covid-19 infections in
the country.
Hindu pilgrims congregated at the
Sangam, the confluence of three rivers—the Ganges, the Yamuna and the
mythical Saraswati—in Prayagraj
city, 200 km (124 miles) northeast of
Lucknow, the state capital of Uttar
Pradesh, to participate in the Magh
Mela festival, one of the most sacred
pilgrimages in Hinduism. They
bathed in the Ganges waters, a ritual
Hindus believe will wash away their
sins and free them from the cycle of
death and rebirth.
A similar gathering at a Hindu festival last year in the Himalayan town of
in
neighbouring
Haridwar,
Uttarakhand state, helped spread the
delta variant that ravaged the country
and made India one of the world’s
worst-hit countries. Epidemiologists
described the festival as a “superspreader event.”
Coronavirus infections, fuelled by
the Omicron variant, are rising fast
throughout India. The country reported over 264,000 new infections on
Friday but hospitalisations remain
relatively low.
Millions of Hindus are expected to
throng the festival for the next 47 days.

Many of them will stay on the banks
of the Ganges for a month leading the
life of an ascetic, with the belief they
will receive salvation. It has raised
concerns that pilgrims could get

infected and take the virus back to
their cities and villages in other parts
of the country.
Already, 77 policemen and 12 cleaning staff deployed for the event have

tested positive for the virus.
“This is going to be a superspreader.
The government should not allow a
congregation of people in such a large
number because religious congrega-

AP/RSS

Hindu devotees take ritualistic dips in the Sangam, the confluence of three rivers—the Ganges, the Yamuna and the mythical Saraswati, during
Makar Sankranti festival that falls during the annual traditional fair of Magh Mela festival, in Prayagraj, India on Friday.

tions in the past two years were
found responsible for spreading the
deadly virus all across the country,”
said Utkarsh Mishra, a lawyer who
has filed a petition in the Allahabad
High Court asking that the festival be
canceled.
Mishra said only locals and heads
of important Hindu monasteries
should be allowed to take part in
the ritual.
Fearing a rise in infections, authorities in neighbouring Uttarakhand
state have already banned a similar
gathering.
Health experts earlier appealed for
the festival to be cancelled in Uttar
Pradesh state too, but the government
went ahead saying safety rules would
be followed.
Shesh Mani Pandey, a senior official
in charge of the event, said only those
who have taken two doses of the
Covid-19 vaccines and have vaccination certificates would be allowed to
join the ritualistic bathing. He said
pilgrims will be allowed to enter the
festival site after going through thermal scanning at the entry gates.
Critics of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Hindu-nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party say the festival has been allowed despite rising
infections because the government
isn’t willing to anger Hindus—they
are the party’s biggest supporters—
ahead of crucial state elections in
Uttar Pradesh.
The BJP-ruled state is holding polls
on February 10.

Elephants dying after eating plastic waste in landfill Lawmakers warned over
They are increasingly vulnerable because of the loss and degradation of their natural habitat.
Chinese agent of influence
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PALLAKKADU (Sri Lanka), JAN 14

Conservationists and veterinarians
are warning that plastic waste in an
open landfill in eastern Sri Lanka is
killing elephants in the region, after
two more were found dead over the
weekend.
Around 20 elephants have died over
the last eight years after consuming
plastic trash in the dump in
Pallakkadu village in Ampara dis-

trict, about 210 kilometres (130 miles)
east of the capital, Colombo.
Examinations of the dead animals
showed they had swallowed large
amounts of nondegradable plastic
that is found in the garbage dump,
wildlife
veterinarian
Nihal
Pushpakumara said.
“Polythene, food wrappers, plastic,
other non-digestibles and water were
the only things we could see in the
post mortems. The normal food that
elephants eat and digest was not evi-

dent,” he said.
Elephants are revered in Sri Lanka
but are also endangered. Their numbers have dwindled from about 14,000
in the 19th century to 6,000 in 2011,
according to the country’s first elephant census.
They are increasingly vulnerable
because of the loss and degradation of
their natural habitat. Many venture
closer to human settlements in search
of food, and some are killed by poachers or farmers angry over damage to
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Wild elephants scavenge for food at an open landfill in Pallakkadu village in Ampara district, Sri Lanka.

their crops.
Hungry elephants seek out the
waste in the landfill, consuming plastic as well as sharp objects that damage
their
digestive
systems,
Pushpakumara said.
“The elephants then stop eating and
become too weak to keep their heavy
frames upright. When that happens,
they can’t consume food or water,
which quickens their death,” he said.
In 2017, the government announced
that it will recycle the garbage in
dumps near wildlife zones to prevent
elephants from consuming plastic
waste. It also said electric fences
would be erected around the sites to
keep the animals away. But neither
has been fully implemented.
There are 54 waste dumps in wildlife zones around the country, with
around 300 elephants roaming near
them, according to officials.
The waste management site in
Pallakkadu village was set up in 2008
with aid from the European Union.
Garbage collected from nine nearby
villages is being dumped there but is
not being recycled.
In 2014, the electric fence protecting
the site was struck by lightning and
authorities never repaired it, allowing
elephants to enter and rummage
through the dump. Residents say elephants have moved closer and settled
near the waste pit, sparking fear
among nearby villagers.
Many use firecrackers to chase the
animals away when they wander into
the village, and some have erected
electric fences around their homes.
But the villagers often don’t know
how to install the electric fences so
they are safe and “could endanger
their own lives as well as those of the
elephants,” said Keerthi Ranasinghe,
a local village councillor.

The Chinese embassy in London said that China does not
interfere in the internal affairs of other countries.
REUTERS
LONDON, JAN 14

Britain’s domestic spy service MI5 has
warned lawmakers that the Chinese
Communist Party has been employing
a woman to exert improper influence
over members of parliament.
MI5 sent out an alert and picture of
the woman named Christine Lee on
Thursday alleging she was “involved
in political interference activities” in
the United Kingdom on behalf of the
Chinese Communist Party.
Speaker Lindsay Hoyle, who circulated MI5’s alert to lawmakers, said
MI5 had found that Lee “has facilitated financial donations to serving and
aspiring parliamentarians on behalf
of foreign nationals based in Hong
Kong and China”.
Hoyle said Lee had been involved
with the now disbanded all-party parliamentary group, Chinese in Britain.
Britain’s interior minister Priti
Patel told reporters that Lee’s behaviour was currently below the criminal
threshold to prosecute her, but she
said that by putting the alert out the
government was able to warn lawmakers about Lee’s attempts to improperly
influence them.
Patel said it was “deeply concerning” that an individual working on
behalf of the Chinese Communist
Party had targeted lawmakers.
Lee is the founder of a law firm,
which has offices in London and
Birmingham, according to a government official. A woman who answered
the phone at the Birmingham office

said: “We are not taking any calls
now”. A request for comment left at
the London office went unanswered.
The law firm lists on its website one
of its roles as legal adviser to the
Chinese embassy in Britain.
The Chinese embassy in London
said in a statement that China does
not interfere in the internal affairs of
other countries.
“We have no need and never seek to
‘buy influence’ in any foreign parliament,” it said. “We firmly oppose the
trick of smearing and intimidation
against the Chinese community in the
UK.” Barry Gardiner, a lawmaker for
the opposition Labour Party, said he
had received hundreds of thousands
of pounds in donations from Lee and
said he has been liaising with intelligence services “for a number of
years” about her.
“They have always known, and been
made fully aware by me, of her engagement with my office and the donations
she made to fund researchers in my
office in the past,” Gardiner said.
Gardiner employed Lee’s son as a
diary manager but he resigned on
Thursday. Iain Duncan Smith, a former leader of Britain’s governing
Conservative Party who has been
sanctioned by China for highlighting
alleged human right abuses in
Xinjiang, called for an urgent update
from the government on the issue.
He questioned why the woman had
not been deported and called for a
tightening of the accreditation process
for people gaining access to parliament, which he said was too lenient.
C M Y K
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APF, Police storm into PM Cup semis
APF thump Lumbini by seven wickets to stay perfect, Police thrash Karnali by 89 runs to advance with a match in hand.
SPORTS BUREAU

standings

KATHMANDU, Jan 14

Departmental teams Nepal Armed
Police Force (APF) Club and Nepal
Police Club maintained their perfect
record to storm into the semi-final of
the Prime Minister Cup Twenty20
National cricket tournament in
Kathmandu on Friday.
At the Mulpani grounds, APF
registered a seven-wicket victory over
Lumbini Province to top group ‘B’
with eight points winning all four
matches. Lumbini are fourth with two
points after three matches.
In group ‘A’, Police thumped Karnali
Province by 89 runs at the TU cricket
ground to register their third
consecutive win. The victory assured
Police a spot in the semi-final with a
match in hand. Karnali crashed out
after only managing two points from
four matches.
Police have six points from three
matches and will meet Province 1 in
their last group match on Saturday.
Tribhuvan Army Club, who saw off
Sudurpaschim Province by three
wickets in Mulpani, sit second in
Group ‘A’ with five points after playing
their last group match. They could
advance into the last four as group
runners-up if Police beat Province 1
on Saturday.
Put into bat first, Lumbini posted
104-9 before APF chased the target for
the loss of three wickets in 11 overs.
Lumbini’s opener Dev Khanal scored
43 off 42 that included five boundaries
and a six. Sushan Thapa contributed
15-ball 18 and captain Krishna Karki
scored 13 runs.
APF bowlers Kamal Airee, Kishore
Mahato, Abinash Bohara and Dipak
Bohara shared two wickets apiece
while captain Sharad Vesawkar
picked one scalp.
Chasing the paltry total, openers
Pradeep Airee and Aasif Sheik gave a
solid start to the APF innings with a
74-run stand for the first wicket before
Airee was dismissed. Airee played a
quickfire knock of 20-ball 36 with two
fences and four sixes. The player of
the match Sheik scored 43 off 26
hitting four boundaries and three

Post Photo

Nepal Police Club opener Kushal Bhurtel (pictured) smashed 82 runs and shared a 108-run
partnership with Dipendra Singh Airee, who scored 62 runs. 
sixes. Lokesh Bam (7) and Sundeep
Jora (9) both remained unbeaten.
In another match in Kirtipur,
opener Kushal Bhurtel and Dipendra
Singh Airee scored half centuries
each as Police posted 244-6, the highest
total of the tournament, before
restricting Karnali at 155-9.
Electing to bat first, opener Bhurtel
smashed a quickfire knock of 39-ball
82. The player of the match hit nine
fences and three sixes before he was
caught by Dinesh Adhikari off
Rabindra Shahi. Airee smashed 62 off
28 that featured nine fours and two
sixes before he was caught by Prakash
Jaishi off Shahi.
Dilip Nath (31 not out), Pawan
Sarraf (22), captain Manjeet Shrestha
(19) and Aarif Sheikh (18 not out) were
the other key contributors for APF.
Karnali bowler Anuj Shunara,
Prakash Jaishi and Shahi claimed two
wickets each.
Chasing the target, middle order
batsman Prakash Jaishi contributed
47-ball 68 runs but could not get ample

support from the other end. Tailender
Diwan Pun and captain Rabindra
Shahi contributed 17 runs each with
the former remaining unbeaten.
APF’s Dipendra Singh Airee and
Yogendra Singh Karki claimed two
wickets apiece.
At the Mulpani grounds, Bikram
Sob delivered an all-round show for
Army
as
they
bowled
out
Sudurpaschim for 115 runs after
inviting them to bat first. In reply,
Army made 120-7 in 20 overs with
Shahab Alam hitting the winning six
in the last delivery of the innings.
Sudurpaschim batsmen Khadak
Bohora and Basant Karki played a
62-run partnership for the third wicket after losing openers with just 10
runs on board. Bohara played 42-ball
37 and Karki hit 28-ball 34. Arjun Saud
was the other player to contribute in
double digit scoring 15 runs.
Army bowler Bikram Sob ripped
through Karnali batting taking six
wickets. The player of the match gave
away eight runs in his four-over spell.

TEAM

P

Police
Army
Sudurpaschim
Karnali
Province 1

3
4
3
4
2

APF
Bagmati
Province 2
Lumbini
Gandaki

4
3
4
3
2

W L N/R PT NRR
Group A
3
0
0
6 1.858
2
1
1
5 0.889
1
2
0
2 0.667
1
3
0
2 -2.100
0
1
1
1 -1.550
Group B
4
0
0
8 1.251
2
1
0
4 0.722
1
3
0
2 -0.662
1
2
0
2 -1.127
0
2
0
0 -0.405

In the run chase, Army opener
Hari Chauhan scored 33 off 39
while Sob contributed 22-ball 29
remaining unbeaten. Chauhan hit
four fences while Sob hit a boundary
and two sixes. Bhim Sharki scored 13
runs and Kushal Malla contributed
11 runs.
Sudurpaschim bowler Aaditya
Mahata grabbed four wickets in his
four-over spell conceding 14 runs.
In another match at the TU ground,
Bagmati defeated Province 2 by five
wickets to secure their second victory
from the third match and sent the
latter crashing out. Bagmati have four
points from three matches while
Province 2 exited with two points.
Electing to bat first, Province 2
made 155-6 after Harishankar Shah
scored an unbeaten half century. Shah
scored 54-ball 56 that included five
fours and a six. Bibek Yadav hit 28
runs and Hasim Ansari remained not
out on 26 runs.
Bagmati bowlers Rijan Dhaka and
Bipin Acharya claimed two wickets
apiece.
Chasing the target, Bagmati batters
Ishan Pandey contributed 32 runs
while Lucky Kathayat scored 28 runs.
Opener Subash Khakurel and captain
Gyanendra Malla hit 20 runs each,
Pratish GC was not out on 22 runs and
Nandan Yadav on 15 runs.
Province 2 bowler Jitendra Yadav
picked two wickets while Parthik
Yadav, Harishankar Shah and Bibek
Yadav pocketed one wicket each.

Satdobato stun MMC,
APF bag second win
Foreign recruits Nanga and Martins score in Satdobato’s
2-1 victory while the departmental team beat Sherpa 1-0.
SPORTS BUREAU
KATHMANDU, Jan 14

Newboys Satdobato Youth Club
stunned Manang Marshyangdi Club
(MMC) 2-1 while relegation-threatened APF FC eased pressure on them
with a 1-0 victory over Himalayan
Sherpa Club in the Martyrs Memorial
‘A’ Division League at the Dasharath
Stadium in Tripureshwar on Friday.
Foreign recruits scored all three
goals of the match with Martin Adelp
Silo Nanga putting Satdobato ahead
before Ajayi Martins doubled their
lead as they shocked the title
favourites in their very first
encounter of the league. Olawale
Afeez hit back for MMC in the second
half taking his goal tally to six, the
highest in the league.
The second defeat leaves MMC one
point behind leaders Machhindra
Club, who have a match advantage
over them. MMC have 19 points from
nine matches and Machhidnra could
open a four-point lead atop the
standings if they beat Brigade Boys
Club in their next fixture on Sunday.
Satdobato climbed two spots up to
sixth place with 12 points after their
third victory.
In the day’s early kickoff, forward
Awash Lamichhane made a stunning
header to score the all important
goal for APF. Their second victory
of the league lifted APF to ninth
position with 10 points and are now
five points clear of the relegation
zone. Sherpa dropped one spot to
seventh with 11 points.
Cameroonian midfielder Nanga put
Satdobato ahead in the 11th minute
with a header from a crowded zone
when he found a pass from Sudip
Gurung.
Nigerian forward Ajayi Martins
doubled the lead in the 38th with his
fifth goal when he was allowed a free
header to convert a cross from Prakash
Awasthi.
MMC’s forward Olawale Afeez

reduced the deficit in the 57th as he
pounced on a mistake from Gurung,
who failed to clear the ball inside the
six-yard box.
Satdobato threatened yet again in
the 69th only for MMC goalie Bishal
Sunar to deny Dipak Raj Singh
Thakuri’s strike.
Satdobato goalie Avishek Baral also
denied strikes from Nishan Limbu
and MMC captain Anjan Bista late in
the second half.
Under-pressure APF made their
intent clear threatening the Sherpa
box early in the second minute only
for Aashish Lama’s goal to be ruled
offside.
The departmental team broke the
deadlock in the first-half stoppage
time when Awash Lamichhane made a
powerful flick header from the tight
angle to send captain Nabin Lama’s
corner at the far post, leaving goalie
Kishor Giri clueless.
Sherpa should have restored parity
moments later when their Kenyan
forward Mutamba Vunyoli found a
ball parried by Japanese goalie Yuya
Kuriyama at the edge of the area
but ended up shooting above the
unguarded post.
“The win has definitely eased
pressure on the team as we have
remaining fixtures with top three
teams of the table,” APF’s coach
Kumar Thapa said after the match.
“Now we can go into the break with a
bit of comfort.”
Sherpa coach Yugal Kishor Rai was
disappointed with his side’s performance. “It was the worst game we
have played so far,” said Rai. “The
players looked tired and did not play
with a winning mentality.”

Today’s Fixtures
Friends Club vs Tribhuvan Army FC
Time: 13:00 NST
Three Star Club vs Sankata Club
Time: 16:45 NST
Venue: Dasharath Stadium

Rai pulls off one-stroke victory to claim Surya Nepal Central Open title
SPORTS BUREAU
KATHMANDU, Jan 14

Sukra Bahadur Rai won the Surya
Nepal Central Open title, the third
event of Surya Nepal Golf Tour 202122, at the par-72 Gokarna Golf Club on
Friday.
Rai played a card of one-over 73 for
the 72-hole total score of 10-under 278
to register a one-shot victory over
Rabi Khadka. Khadka carded four-un-

der 68 for the total score of nine-under
279. Bhuwan Nagarkoti finished third
scoring even-par 72 on the final day for
a total of six-under 282.
Rai walked home with a cash prize
of Rs135,000 while Khadka earned
Rs88,000. Nagarkoti received Rs65,000.
Rai started the final day with a sixstroke lead over Khadka and
Nagarkoti, who was penalised onestroke for wrongly placing the ball on
the third round. Khadka made birdies

on the first, third, sixth, seventh holes
to bring down the lead to two strokes
before making a bogey on the eighth
hole which gave Rai a three-stroke
lead ahead of the last nine holes.
Khadka sank a birdie on the 11th
hole to close the gap to two strokes.
But on the 14th hole Rai made bogey
and Khadka made double-bogey that
extended Rai’s lead to three strokes.
Khadka then charged back by making
birdies on the 15th and the 17th holes.

Rai had only a one-shot lead going into
the last hole and safely hit the ball on
the lower part of the green on the 18th
hole, the ball fell in the front bunker
after the second shot. Khadka’s long
birdie attempt slid by the hole while
Rai saved par on the 72nd hole for his
sixth title overall.
Rame Magar finished fourth with
the total score of one-over 289 as he
carded one-over 73 today to earn
Rs53,500. Niraj Tamang ended in fifth

position with the total score of fourover 292. He carded one-under 73 to
bag Rs45,000. Jayaram Shrestha
became sixth after carding one-under
for a total score of nine-over 297 to
earn Rs. 40,000.
Bal Bhadra Rai (74) and Sanjay
Lama (73) finished joint seventh with
a total score of 15-over 303 and took
home Rs34,500 each. Surya Prasad
Sharma came ninth with the total
score of 18-over 306 and earned

Rs31,000. Dhana Bahadur Thapa was
10th with the score of 19-over 307 and
bagged a cash prize of Rs29,000.
Amateur Subash Tamang was overall fourth and won the amateur trophy
with the score of four-under 284, carding even-par 72. Sadbhav Acharya was
amateur runner-up and seventh overall with the score of five-over 293. He
carded three-over 75 on the last day.
A total of 58 golfers –39 pros and 19
amateurs—took part in the event.

HOROSCOPE
ARIES (March 21-April 19) ****

CANCER (June 22-July 22) ***

LIBRA (September 23-October 22) ***

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19) ****

The day puts you in a soft and nurturing mood.
Today’s vibe will make you much more relaxed. It
will bring healing and optimism to your soul on a
deep level, though you’ll need to make sure you’re
open to this cosmic action.

While the day could start with a heavy or stressful
vibe, you’ll feel a shift during the day. This lunar
placement helps you get back in touch with your true
self. You’ll be more absorbent to the emotions of
others right now.

You’ll feel emotionally invested in your colleagues
today. If you’ve developed a close friendship with a
coworker or two, today’s cosmic arrangement makes
it a best time to organize a hangout session outside
of the office.

Today’s vibes are perfect for nurturing romantic
connections, especially if you and your partner look
for ways to indulge and relax. Allow yourself to float
away, devoid of responsibilities or to-do lists, if only
for a few hours.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) ***

LEO (July 23-August 22) ***

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21) ***

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18) ***

Today, you’ll be in a more emotionally open place.
The more you discuss your feelings, the more you
will benefit from the healing support of your loved
ones, so don’t hold back when it comes to divulging
your current disposition.

You’ll be in a quiet mood this morning. Luckily, you
won’t have to hide from the world all day. These vibes
are perfect for connecting on an intimate level, which
can help you gain new perspectives from the eyes of
a loved one.

Today’s energy will take you to a serene place,
though you’ll need to make sure that pre-existing
conflict or negative people don’t rain on your parade.
Don’t be afraid to apologize for being wrong or
expressing how you feel.

Make it a point to embrace healthy food, people, and
activities today. This is the perfect opportunity for
you to destress on a mental and physical level, so be
sure to lean into activates that help you forget about
work.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) ****

VIRGO (August 23-September 22) ****

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21) ***

PISCES (February 19-March 20) ***

You’ve been a busy bee lately, but now it’s time to
catch up on some much-needed rest and relaxation.
Take a moment to set some intentions around your
professional goals, if only through a quiet whisper to
the Universe.

You’re always happy to lend a hand to those in need,
and today you’re being called to offer emotional support. Do your best to let others know you’re there if
you need them, but stop short of forcing unwanted
dialogue.

The day could throw upheaval in your direction,
shining a light on toxic dynamics. Today’s cosmic
alliance will also help you reconnect with your optimism and strengthen bonds with the positive influences in your life.

The cosmic arrangement will bring luck and growth
your way this evening. Be mindful of what your goals
are at this moment, and don’t be afraid to put yourself out there, especially if it’s in the name of chasing your dreams.
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Nobody does Rishi Dhamala better than Rishi Dhamala
Whether you agree with his brand of journalism or not, Dhamala has known how to play the game long enough to be where he is today.
PASANG DORJEE
Kathmandu

Post Photo: Anish Regmi

N

epali
broadcast
journalism
has
seen
several
renowned personalities such as
Bhusan
Dahal,
Vijay Kumar Pandey, Bidhya
Chapagain, Rabi Lamichhane and
Dil Bhusan Pathak over the decades. What they each have brought
to the table is common knowledge—but there is hardly anyone
as conspicuous in the contemporary media landscape as this
household name: Rishi Dhamala.
The majority of us may have
come to recognise him through his
often controversial and unconventional show ‘Dhamala ko Hamala’,
or the nighttime political talk
show
‘Janata
Janna
Chahanchhan’, as he is universally known for shooting blunt
remarks at his guests and assuming a consistently fiery demeanour on the shows.
“I used to think to myself: How
would the public take an interest in
me? Why would they even want to
listen to what I have to say? What is
it that I can offer to my audience
that would separate my shows from
the rest of the Nepali media scene?
That is where the character ‘Rishi
Dhamala’ enters to fill that particular gap—to answer those very questions,”says Dhamala, in an explosive fashion. Whether the public is
fond of him or not, it wouldn’t be
amiss to say that Dhamala indeed
has changed the way we collectively perceive and consume Nepali
broadcast journalism in contemporary history.
Born on November 12, 1970 in
Dhading district’s Jyamrung village, Dhamala reminisces about
his childhood with a warm expression. His forehead glistens and his
cheeks stretch out to form a wide
grin, as the fluorescent lights in
the room further accentuate his
bright complexion. There is a certain spark on his face as he recalls
13-year-old Durga Raj—the name
by which Dhamala was called in
his village. “I was a tenacious
boy—rebellious, restless, and
always in search of some kind of
thrill to keep me busy. I knew that
the place I grew up in was too
small for my ambitions. While
studying at the local village
school, Sankhadevi, I made a
resolve to myself that I would
leave the village at any cost,” says
Dhamala, rocking back and forth
on the couch. You can sense the
enthusiasm bred by nostalgia in
his dramatic tone while addressing each question, but he subsequently attempts to gain composure to answer articulately and
not get carried away.
“I was 14 when I ran from home
and came to Kathmandu on foot.
My father had no clue as to what I
was up to, and nor did he know
that I would be staying at my
maternal uncle’s place at Kaldhara

while in Kathmandu”, says
Dhamala. After losing his mother
at a young age of eight, he was left
with three siblings, and his father
was particularly attached to
Dhamala, mainly because he was
the youngest son.
His primary intention in coming to Kathmandu was to study
Sanskrit, he says. “Being proficient in Sanskrit at that time
meant that you could have that
desired edge in any professional
or academic setting. I managed to
enroll in a Sanskrit school with
the
help
of
my
uncle.
Unfortunately, that was a shortlived experience, as my father
soon found out that I was staying
at my uncle’s and instantly came
to fetch me”. Not long after,
Dhamala says, his father allowed
him to travel back to Kathmandu
to live with his uncle and pursue
Sanskrit, on the condition that he
complete Grade 7 from his local
school first.
While talking about his foray
into journalism, Dhamala recalls
the days of the ‘90s democratic
movement when his brother-in-law
was already spearheading some
local newspapers in the city during
that period. Entering the media
field, he says, was merely circumstantial, as he needed a job to sustain himself while studying
Sanskrit at the capital. “No one
persuaded me into joining this
field. At fifteen years old, I was
enrolled in a Sanskrit school while

concurrently being tasked with
selling newspapers door-to-door,
dropping newspapers at local newsstands, and shops. As a teenager, it
wasn’t easy for me to convince people to buy newspapers, and having
to knock on doors trying to get
them to read the papers, especially
during such a tumultuous period
as the democratic movement of the
‘90s”, he says.
His voice grows a bit sombre
while recollecting his past. After
his stint selling papers, he started
looking for jobs at local news outlets as a writer and hopped from
one job to the next, honing his craft
and steadily building a reputation
for himself. “Professionally speaking, I dove into the weekly newspaper business because dailies were
not as prominent back then. I
worked at ‘Naya Pushta’, ‘Drishti’,
‘Ghatana Bichaar’, ‘Prakash’,
‘Punhar Jagar’, and a dozen other
major weekly outlets. I later transitioned into the radio and television
field, covering current affairs,”
says Dhamala. One can immediately sense the fervour with which he
converses, especially when he talks
about his line of work.
Currently the founder and
chairperson of Prime Times
Television, Dhamala is commonly
known for adhering to a rigorous
routine from dawn to dusk, often
working an 18-hour schedule. For
someone from the outside looking
in, Dhamala’s commitment to his
vocation is a thing of wonder and

awe, he claims. “People often ask
me where this energy comes from,
and how I am able to consistently
look the same without a hint of
being worn out and tired.”
Whether it’s for personal glory
or for the pursuit of top notch
journalism, one can’t dismiss the
fact that Dhamala is an unrelenting and fiercely ambitious individual. He shares a few anecdotes
highlighting how some of the well
known Nepali political figures
like Madhav Kumar Nepal,
Prachanda, and Girija Prasad
Koirala acknowledged Dhamala’s
tenacity of spirit for his profession. “I was annoyingly persistent
when it came to bringing key politicians to my shows”, says
Dhamala. “Once, I waited three
hours in the rain to get an audience with Madhav Kumar Nepal,
the former Prime Minister, outside of his house. He was attending a meeting around midnight,
while I waited until 2 am in the
morning to conduct an interview
with him. Upon discovering that I
was at his house, the minister was
completely taken aback at first but
he eventually gave in to my insistence and sat down for an interview at 2:30 am.”
Dhamala’s unyielding nature in
his 28 years of being in the business has, nonetheless, come at the
cost of his personal life. Father of
two, and husband to actress Aliza
Gautam, he says that he struggles
to devote adequate time to his

close ones. “I don’t have much
qualms about anything in life
except for the fact that I haven’t
been able to spend as much time
with my family. Even as a young
and emerging journalist back in
the day, I was so preoccupied with
work that my father would often
complain about me not marrying
on time. That was his biggest reservation, that I wasn’t married,
not even until his demise,” says
Dhamala. His expression often
feels like a pendulum swinging
between some histrionics but also
genuine remorse.
Snippets of guests squabbling on
Dhamala’s shows often circulate
on the internet and end up becoming a meme. Dhamala’s own public
persona tends to become a subject
of mockery and ridicule. He has
often been called out for asking
extremely invasive personal questions, especially to his shows’
female guests—a trope commonly
followed by male tv hosts in entertainment journalism. When asked
whether he feels a sense of regret
after the cameras are off, his
answers feel a bit convoluted. “I
don’t hold back on my punches
when questioning my guests. But I
do sometimes feel like perhaps I
was a bit too brash, especially
when the guests are well meaning
and earnest individuals.”
While making headway into the
mainstream for being unnecessarily forthcoming on his show
‘Dhamala ko Hamala’, he does

acknowledge the kind of image he
is portraying to draw people
towards him. When asked to what
extent his on-camera personality
is concocted, Dhamala says that he
deliberately magnifies that specific image, “People are often caught
off-guard when they meet the
toned-down version of Rishi
Dhamala in real life. While the
dramatised manner in which I
speak on camera sometimes pervades real life conversations, I
definitely make an attempt not to
let it affect my personal life.”
While we, as viewers, derive
that entertainment aspect from
his shows, and one may not be
inclined to take Dhamala seriously—especially considering how he
is currently running a political
talk
show
‘Janata
Janna
Chahanchhan’—it is still worth
noting that virtually every face in
contemporary politics appears on
his platform. Dhamala knows
what he is doing, and whether we
dislike him or think that he is not
a ‘real’ journalist, he still garners
a commendable level of viewership, thanks to the same identity
that people either despise or feel
entertained by.
Running the Reporters Club of
Nepal, a Nepali journalists association, Dhamala expresses his optimism towards the future of journalism, especially due to the
advent of technology. “If you are
verbally adept, resourceful, persistent, and have information at
your disposal, you can survive in
this field,” he says. “And with the
kind of innovative devices at our
disposal, I cannot wait to see
where the next generation of journalists are headed.”
Whether you agree with his
brand of journalism or not,
Dhamala has known how to play
the game long enough to be where
he is today. “At this point in my
career, I am not too concerned
about what my guests make of me
and nor do I feel threatened by any
political force. I am, however,
gradually becoming more conscious of the public’s perception
of me. This is something that I
have to accept because at the end
of the day, I am where I am due to
my readers, viewers, and well
wishers,” says Dhamala. Learning
to differentiate between invalid
and valid remarks of his audience
and internalise the valid remarks
for his own growth is something
that Dhamala feels is paramount
in thriving in the business.
“To what extent do I let the public’s opinion of me mould my
image is certainly up to me. I cannot afford to be blatantly dismissive of what my audience thinks of
me, but at the same time, I need to
maintain my own image—the one
that the public ultimately craves
and comes back for”, he says, letting out yet another wide grin.
“Because Rishi Dhamala is Rishi
Dhamala. That extra element has
always been there, and is definitely here to stay.”

‘Who We Are’ offers a searing view of racism in US
The directors do a superb job of weaving a compelling visual—and emotional—experience.

JOCELYN NOVECK

“I

f you’ve ever owned
a slave, please raise
your hand,” Jeffery
Robinson asks a live
audience
at
the
beginning of “Who
We Are: A Chronicle of Racism in
America,” a searing documentary
based on a lecture he’s spent a
decade perfecting.
Obviously, nobody in the auditorium raises a hand. This is 2018
New York City! But the few seconds that follow the question are
probably the only chance these
audience members have to put
some distance between themselves
and the country’s sorry record of
racial oppression. No, explains
Robinson, slavery may not be our
fault. But it is “our shared history.”
And then Robinson, a longtime
criminal defence lawyer and former deputy legal director of the
American Civil Liberties Union,
launches his harrowing journey
through centuries of institutionalised racism. Along the way, he
points out both the well known
(the plantations, the lynchings,
the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre) and
the less widely known (the troubling third verse of the StarSpangled Banner, or the advertised offer by future President
Andrew Jackson of $10 extra for
any 100 lashes given his escaped
slave). No matter how much you
think you already know, you’re
bound to learn new things from
“Who We Are,” directed by Emily
and Sarah Kunstler. And to be
stunned, at some point.
How did this lecture come
about? Robinson explains that he
became a father in 2011 when his
sister died and her son, then 13,
moved in. Suddenly, Robinson
needed to teach a Black teen about
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Jeffery Robinson and Josephine Bolling McCall (right), in a scene from ‘Who We Are.’
racism. In educating himself, he
was stunned by what he—lucky
enough to have a stellar education,
including a Harvard law degree—
didn’t know himself.
He began sharing his findings
wherever he could—in community centres, churches, conference
rooms. The directors, after hearing him speak, suggested a movie.
Their resulting film is anchored
by a 2018 lecture in New York’s
historic Town Hall and filled out
with archival footage, photographs and current-day interviews with the likes of 107-yearold Lessie Benningfield Randle,

Jeffery Robinson, a criminal defence
lawyer, launches his harrowing
journey through centuries of
institutionalised racism.
one of the last survivors of the
Tulsa massacre, and Gwen Carr,
mother of Eric Garner, whose
death from a police chokehold
became a rallying cry for Black
Lives Matter. Robinson also argues
briefly with a man holding a

Confederate flag, who insists the
Civil War had nothing at all to do
with slavery.
At a slavery museum in
Charleston, South Carolina,
Robinson examines two pairs of
shackles; one is adult-sized, the

other toddler-sized. We also see an
oak “hanging tree”—and later,
photographs of white Americans
standing next to the bodies of
Black people who have been
lynched, a sight Robinson says
was once “normal and accepted”
in America.
But despite the many references
to painful periods in US history,
it’s also the smartly placed sprinklings of Robinson’s own life experience that help personalise the
proceedings and give the film its
emotional wallop.
A number of these moments
take place in Memphis, where

Martin Luther King Jr was assassinated but also where Robinson
grew up. He travels back to his
hometown, where, he tells us, his
parents tried to buy a house in a
white neighbourhood but were
turned away, until white friends
went and bought it for them. Then,
when the family moved in, a
neighbour showed up with freshly
baked chocolate chip cookies for
“the lady of the house”—but
turned and left, cookies in hand,
when Robinson’s Black mother
came to the door.
In another scene, a white high
school friend confesses he never
told Robinson that they’d all once
been denied entry to a basketball
game because of Robinson’s race;
a pastor intervened, without
Robinson ever knowing. Both men
are reduced to tears at the story.
Robinson closes on a note of
tentative hope. The Black Lives
Matter protests united people of
all races in American streets, he
observes: “The possibility of radical change is in the air.” But he
also warns: “The things they’re
saying about Black Lives Matter
today are the exact same things
they said about Martin Luther
King in the ’60s.”
If the format of a lecture is
inherently limiting, the directors
do a superb job of weaving a compelling visual—and emotional—
experience. One can only hope
they, and Robinson, get the wide
audience the film deserves (the
documentary is part of a broader
educational initiative, the Who We
Are Project).
Robinson’s final point is that
we’re at another tipping point—
just as we were in the late ‘60s.
Will we fall back again, he asks?
“Or, will this generation decide
to do something different?”
— Associated Press
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