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Government is in a
fix. It has decided to
shun SPP but is not
clear how to do that
Foreign Ministry officials say they’ve got Cabinet decision
‘not to move ahead’, which they find too vague to pursue.
ANIL GIRI
KATHMANDU, JUNE 23
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A health worker prepares to jab a child at Basantapur, Kathmandu. The government rolled out Covid vaccine for children aged 5–11 on Thursday.

Madhav Nepal’s tale of woe continues
with ministers defying party decision
Unified Socialist chair wants Cabinet reshuffle but Deuba is reluctant, stoking blame game.
KATHMANDU, JUNE 23

For Madhav Kumar Nepal, remaining
in the ruling coalition has not been
easy. He is clearly not happy with the
poll results and he believes the major
coalition partners—Nepali Congress
and CPN (Maoist Centre)—were not
supportive during local elections. But
his problem is he cannot walk away
from the coalition.
His tale of woe doesn’t end here. He
is struggling to keep his party, the
CPN (Unified Socialist) which was
born just nine months ago in August,
in order.
Despite the party’s Standing
Committee meeting deciding earlier
this month to recall the current set
of ministers and send a new line-up,
the decision is yet to be implemented.
Amid this, the four ministers
from the party have threatened Nepal
and put forth conditions for them to
be recalled.
As the party faces the threat of an
implosion, some leaders have blamed
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
for being reluctant to implement its
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Standing Committee decision.
“Most of the leaders in the meeting
today said the prime minister delayed
the implementation of our party’s
decision,” said a Secretariat member
asking not to be named. “So the party
chair will have to press him for
Cabinet reshuffle at the earliest.”
The Cabinet reshuffle issue has
been in discussions ever since the
results of the local polls were out.
Then it was stalled for the budget pres-

entation and its passage.
Insiders say now the prime minister
is waiting for the National Assembly
to pass the budget for reshuffling the
Cabinet.
An aide to the prime minister said
that Cabinet reshuffle is likely only
after the Unified Socialist officially
hands over the names of the leaders to
be appointed as ministers.
“Reshuffle could also happen on
Friday but I don’t think the Unified
Socialist has presented its official
decision at the prime minister’s secretariat yet,” he said, asking not to be
named.
But Cabinet reshuffle is easier said
than done for Deuba.
He does not want to run the risk of
setting a chain of events in motion.
Once he changes Unified Socialist
ministers, he will face pressure from
other parties as well, including his
own Nepali Congress to do the same.
A leader close to Deuba said there
are aspirants in other parties as well.
But there is yet another reason
Deuba will wait for a while before he
changes Unified Socialist ministers.
>> Continued on page 2
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In a reactive move, the government on
Monday decided not to move ahead on
the United States government’s State
Partnership Program, following pressure from various quarters.
It, however, is in a fix. How to do
that?
The Foreign Ministry said that
it received the Cabinet decision on
Thursday, but has yet to decide on
its action.
“We received a communication
from the Office of the Prime Minister
and Council of Ministers regarding
the decision on the SPP taken by the
Cabinet just today [Thursday],” said a
Foreign Ministry official.
“We are coordinating with the political leadership and discussing the
decision as it does not categorically say anything.”
The official said the ministry
understands the gravity of the
matter and that it will act as per
the instructions of the political
leadership.
While deciding not to move
ahead on the SPP, the Cabinet on
Monday also decided that all
communications to foreign governments should be made
through the Foreign Ministry.
Now it’s up to the ministry to

communicate to the US government as
per the Cabinet decision, which officials find vague.
The delay in writing to the US
despite the Cabinet decision has given
rise to speculations if the Americans
in Kathmandu have conveyed, through
unofficial channels, their displeasure
to the top leadership.
The SPP has become a hot potato
in Nepal, with almost all political parties arguing against Nepal’s participation in it.
A debate on the SPP took centre
stage after some sections of the media
circulated a document which was
dubbed a draft agreement between the
Nepal Army and Utah National Guard
of the United States.
The US embassy was quick to
react, calling the document “fake”. It,
however, said that the US accepted
Nepal in the SPP in 2019 after its two
requests in 2015 and 21017. But the
Nepal Army put out a statement on
June 15, clarifying it has not and will
not participate in the SPP.
A day later, the Army had to scramble for justification, as a letter dated
October 27, 2015, undersigned by then
Army chief Rajendra Chhetri, made it
to the public domain. In the letter
written to the then US ambassador
Alaina B Teplitz, the Nepal Army has
requested its association in the SPP.
>> Continued on page 2

Rising cholera cases cause for concern
The recent uptick in cholera infections in Kathmandu Valley
could just be the tip of the iceberg, health experts say.
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Due to poor sanitation and hygiene, Nepal is highly vulnerable to water-borne diseases.
ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, JUNE 23

With three more people infected with
cholera in two days, the tally of the
confirmed cases of the contagious
bacterial disease in Kathmandu Valley
since Sunday has reached seven.
Vibrio cholera 01 Ogawa serotype
has been detected in stool samples of
seven individuals so far, officials at
the Ministry of Health and Population
confirmed.

The deadly disease has been found
in diarrhoeal patients from Bagbazar,
Dillibazar, Balaju, Balkhu, Sanepa
and Kapan areas, raising the risk that
the deadly pathogens might have
already spread in several other places
of the Capital. The development so far,
public health experts say, is alarming.
It could be just the tip of the iceberg,
they say.
The situation is worrying, say
experts, given that all seven infected
individuals have diarrhoeal symp-

toms while generally only one in 10
people who get infected with cholera
develop severe symptoms such as
watery diarrhoea and vomiting.
“The infection might have spread to
many places of the Valley, as only
around 10 percent of infected people
get severely ill from the infection,”
said Dr Prabhat Adhikari, an infectious disease expert. “About 80 to 90
percent of infected people might not
be aware of the infection and could be
unwittingly spreading it to others.”
Due to poor sanitation and hygiene
conditions, Nepal is highly vulnerable
to water-borne diseases including
diarrhoea, dysentery, typhoid, hepatitis, and cholera, with thousands of
people getting infected with them
every year.
According to the Health Ministry’s
data from the last fiscal year, for every
1,000 children under five years of age,
349 suffered from diarrhoeal diseases.
Doctors say that the bacteria is present in the faeces of an infected person
for up to 10 days. With the confirmation of the deadly pathogens in the
patients, authorities deployed a team
to survey the infections. Water samples from household taps and tube
wells in Bagbazar were found contaminated with E.coli and Coliform—the
microbes found in human faeces.
>> Continued on page 2
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Human activity pushing gharials to the brink
Only very few of the endangered species grow into adulthood as they have to struggle against various natural and, increasingly, man-made challenges.
RAMESH KUMAR PAUDEL
CHITWAN, JUNE 23

To spot 110 baby gharials—a critically
endangered species of crocodile—
together in their natural habitat is
extremely rare even for seasoned conservationists and nature lovers.
But
anyone
visiting
the
Dudhauraghat area along the Rapti
river that passes through Chitwan
National Park these days could get a
glimpse of this awe-inspiring sight
wherein a giant female gharial is currently looking after the babies.
Dudhauraghat lies around two kilometres south from the elephant breeding centre in Khorsor, Sauraha. The
area is nestled amid the quiet of the
forests, its peace interrupted only by
the occasional chirping of the birds
and the sound of the wild animals.
Phoebe Griffith, a British researcher who is doing her PhD on gharials,
reaches the Dudhauraghat almost
every day. She has installed some automated cameras in the area to record
the breeding of gharials. The mother
gharial hides the babies under water
when Griffith goes near their habitat
to take out memory cards and
exchange batteries in the cameras.
The mother gharial gets angry and
attempts to attack her sometimes.
“It is great to see such a good number of babies of the critically endangered crocodile species,” says Griffith.
“But only very few of them grow up as
they have to struggle against various
challenges of nature.”
Studies show that around one percent
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The gharial population, which was estimated to be between 5,000 and 10,000 worldwide during the 1940s, declined by almost 96 percent to
below 200 in 1976. There are currently around 900 gharials in the world.
of the baby gharials bred in the natural
habitats survive in India. But no such
studies and research are conducted in
Nepal. Griffith surmises that around 10
percent of gharials survive in the natural habitats in Nepal.
According to conservationists,
there are several challenges to raising

baby gharials. Some of them are swept
away by floods while many others are
attacked by some birds and other animals, says Prakash Bahadur Basnet, a
resident of Sauraha who has been
supporting researchers like Griffith
for the past few years.
With the start of monsoon, water in

Rapti river is gradually turning
murky due to floods. And this—monsoon rains that trigger floods—are the
main challenge for the baby gharials.
“The babies that are grown up in the
mother’s care for about eight weeks can
face the challenges of nature,” says
Griffith. “But the river starts flooding

before the baby gharials turn eight
weeks.” But this time around, some of
them were bred a few weeks ago, so
Griffith is optimistic that more baby
gharials will make it to adulthood.
According to conservationists, gharials are found in some rivers of
Nepal, India and Bangladesh, with the
Rapti and Narayani rivers being their
major natural habitats.
The last century has been cataclysmic for the gharials. The gharial population, which was estimated to be
between 5,000 and 10,000 worldwide during the 1940s, declined by almost 96 percent to below 200 in 1976. This species—
the only surviving member of the
Gavialidae family—breeds only in the
wilds of Nepal, India, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Myanmar and Pakistan. It is
estimated that the current global gharial population is around 300–900.
For Basnet, it’s a cause for some
solace that as many gharials have survived amid a flurry of natural and,
increasingly, man-made challenges.
Gharials are found only in clean flowing water and there should be a bit of
sloppy river bank with good quality of
sands to lay eggs, says Basnet, adding
that the eggs are often destroyed by
animals like mongoose.
“The mother gharials try their best
to protect the babies from big birds,
magar crocodiles and fish,” Basnet
explains. “But who can save them
from the floods in the river? I have
been monitoring gharial breeding
since 2018. I could find around 10 to 12
gharials that grew up over the time.”
The Chitwan National Park estab-

lished a gharial breeding centre at
Kasara in 1978, aiming to conserve the
crocodile species by hatching its eggs
and releasing them in the rivers when
they grow up to two metres in length.
The centre has seen some success.
There were just 80 gharials in the
country before the breeding centre
was established.
The government authorities conducted nationwide gharial monitoring
in 2016. A total of 198 gharials were
found during the monitoring. Eightyfour gharials were recovered in the
Narayani river, 82 in the Rapti river, 31
in the Babai river and one in the
Karnali river.
According to Sarojmani Paudel,
chief at the gharial breeding centre, a
total of 1,692 gharials that grew up in
the breeding centre have been released
in various rivers as of now. However,
the survival rate of those released
gharials is not good.
The gharial has been enlisted as a
protected
species
in
Nepal.
Conservationists say amid multiple
challenges in gharial conservation,
the most worrying are human activities, river pollution and depletion in
number of fish.
The use of fishing nets that might
trap gharials is another challenge in
gharial conservation in the country.
To counter this, Chitwan National
Park has banned the use of fishing
nets in the river. Conservationists say
there’s some consolation to take from
this but it’s not nearly enough to
increase the population of this imperilled species.

Madhav Nepal’s tale of woe ...

Nepali Rupee at record low
against the dollar
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A depreciation of the domestic currency could exert pressure on the balance of payments, especially at a time when the country is struggling to maintain it.

Rising cholera cases cause for ...
>> Continued from page 1
“We have deployed a team to
survey the areas where diarrhoeal patients have been infected
with cholera,” Dr Chuman Lal
Das, director at the Epidemiology
and Disease Control Division,
said, adding that the team will
collect water samples to locate the
source of infection.
Experts say testing water samples after an outbreak is akin to
digging a well for water after a
fire breaks out. They say that
such a tendency in the authorities
goes on to prove that there were
no takeaways from the Covid-19
pandemic, which killed thousands and infected hundreds of
thousands of people throughout
the country.
“We have been warning of a
cholera outbreak in Kathmandu
Valley since May after the garbage started to pile up in the
streets,” said Dr Baburam
Marasini, former director at the
Epidemiology
and
Disease
Control Division. “Monsoon has
just started and we already have
cholera outbreaks in densely populated areas where water and sanitation conditions are very poor.”
Cholera is a highly infectious
disease that causes severe diarrhoea and vomiting, which causes
dehydration and can lead to death
within a few hours if left untreated. The World Health Organization
says cholera is a global threat to
public health and an indicator of
inequality and a lack of social
development.
“Monsoon has just begun and

we already have several cases of
cholera,” Marasini said. “The disease can spread massively in the
Capital this year since this is just
the beginning of the monsoon
season.” Cholera outbreak generally happens after August in
Nepal, he added.
In October last year, a cholera
outbreak in several local units of
Kapilvastu killed at least four people including three minors—boys
aged seven and two, and a fiveyear-old girl. Another deceased
was a 45-year-old man.
Following the outbreak, the
Health Ministry had launched a
mass vaccination drive against
the disease after all its attempts to
curb the infection failed.
The current outbreak of cholera is blamed on contaminated
water with the increase in rainfall and disruption in garbage collection in Kathmandu Valley.
Several other factors including
the condition of water supply
pipes, water storage, and pollution in water sources affect the
quality of water supplied to
households, officials said.
The Kathmandu Upatyaka
Khanepani Limited still uses the
old pipeline laid decades ago in
core city areas. Since there are
leakages in the old pipelines,
there is a high risk of sewage
mixing with drinking water.
Although the KUKL chlorinates
the water before supplying it to
households, it is still prone to
contamination due to the
leaking pipes.
Doctors warn that the chances

of disease outbreaks not only of
cholera but also dysentery,
typhoid, hepatitis A, and E,
among others, are high due to
poor hygiene and contaminated
water.
Adhikari, the infectious disease expert, said that the authorities’ responsibility towards public
health does not end with finding
the cause of the cholera infection.
“The source of the outbreak must
be identified and then contained,”
he said. “Massive awareness
drives should be launched to
lessen the risks of infections and
for behavioural change in the
public.”
The World Health Organisation
says that a multifaceted approach
is key to controlling cholera and
reducing deaths.
Doctors say launching awareness drives against water-borne
diseases and ensuring safe drinking water are the only ways to
save people from dying of waterborne diseases, including cholera.
A combination of careful survey, ensuring safe drinking water,
maintaining sanitation and
hygiene, social mobilisation, and
treatment is required to contain
the spread of the infection,
according to doctors.
Apart from all these things,
authorities should also start
preparation to vaccinate the close
circle of the infected people, said
Dr Janak Koirala, an infectious
disease expert. “Boil water at
least for five minutes before
drinking,” he advised, “whether
it is bottled water or tap water.”

>> Continued from page 1
“Not just Deuba, Maoist Centre Pushpa
Kamal Dahal also is against the reshuffle
at this point of time,” said a Congress
leader. “Changing the current set of ministers from the Unified Socialist may
stoke trouble in the party, which can have
an impact on the coalition.”
Both Deuba and Dahal want the current coalition to remain strong until the
upcoming polls. Nepal has not been able
to tame his ministers also because he
wants to save his party.
Insiders say Nepal failed to react to the
high-handed attitude of his party’s ministers, especially Prem Ale and Ram
Kumari Jhakri, because he fears they
could desert him, which could throw the
nascent party into disarray.
And Deuba and Dahal have to pay
attention to the Janata Samajbadi Party
(JSP) as well, said the Congress leader.
JSP is also facing the risk of a vertical
split with its federal council chair Baburam
Bhattarai upping the ante against chair
Upendra Yadav. Bhattarai has already conveyed to Deuba not to accept Yadav’s “unilateral” decision to change the ministers.
The Unified Socialist has four ministers and a minister of state in the government while JSP also has four ministers.
“Cabinet reshuffle at this time will
have multiple ramifications for the coalition,” said the Congress leader. “So Deuba
and Dahal are treading carefully.”
Meanwhile, some Unified Socialist
leaders say they will take up the issue at
the politburo and the Central Committee.
“Our decision to change the ministers
has not been implemented yet. We will
raise this issue at higher committees. If
party decisions are not implemented, it
will send a negative message to our members,” said Gangalal Tuladhar, deputy
general secretary of the Unified Socialist.
“We have agreed that chair Nepal will

have to press the prime minister to implement the party’s decision at the earliest.”
According to Tuladhar, party leaders
have seriously raised the issue at their
secretariat meeting saying that the prime
minister has blocked their decision on
one pretext or the other.
According to leaders participating in
Thursday’s secretariat meeting, questions were raised if the party should
continue to remain in the coalition. But
the party has decided not to walk out of
the coalition until the upcoming federal
and provincial polls, they said.
Party chair Nepal’s calls that the four
ministers pave the way for other leaders
have been brazenly turned down.
Party
spokesman
Jagannath
Khatiwada, however, ruled out any possibility of a revolt.
“There are talks that the ministers could
even defect to other parties if they are
asked to quit, but that’s just speculation,”
spokesman Khatiwada told the Post.
Birodh Khatiwada, who is health minister from the Unified Socialist, said after
the budget is endorsed by the Federal
Parliament, the prime minister will
reshuffle the Cabinet in consultation
with leaders of the coalition.
“It’s not a new thing for party leaders
to meet our chairman,” said Minister
Khatiwada. “We have asked the chairman
to change the ministers after the budget
is passed and ensure balance of region,
ethnicity, and gender as well.”
Jeevan Ram Shrestha, a Standing
Committee member, who was named as
the replacement for Ale, the tourism minister, said he has been told by some party
leaders that information about the oath
will come by Friday.
“But I have not received any information officially as of now,” Shrestha told
the Post on Thursday evening.
“Let’s see.”

Government is in a fix. It has decided to ...
>> Continued from page 1
The Army confirmed the authenticity
of the letter but said it was about seeking
support for the relief and rescue efforts
after the earthquakes.
At a House committee meeting last
week, Foreign Minister Naryan Khadka
and Army Chief Prabhu Ram Sharma said
that Nepal is not part of the SPP and it
does not intend to be. Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba, who was summoned for
Sunday, skipped the House committee
meeting, citing his busy schedule.
As the main opposition CPN-UML was
lashing out at the Deuba government over
the SPP, Congress general secretaries
Gagan Thapa and Bishwa Prakash Sharma
too urged the prime minister not to join
the partnership as it could have security
and military consequences.
Amid confusion whether Nepal indeed
is part of the SPP or not, it was the US
embassy in Kathmandu that came up with
a statement in which it said a country can
terminate its association with the SPP by
writing a letter.
The government then said Nepal won’t
move ahead on the SPP but stopped short
of explicitly saying how to end its
association, if any.
Foreign Ministry officials say they
would act on the decision only after further consultations with the government
and the political leadership.
On Tuesday, a day after the Cabinet decision on the SPP, Anna Richey-Allen, a
spokesperson for the US embassy in
Kathmandu, told the Post whether to participate in the State Partnership Program
or not is Nepal’s decision.
“Worldwide, the State Partnership
Program brings together the US National
Guard and military/civilian personnel for
a variety of training and education both in

the United States and in the partner
nation,” she said. “Of the nearly 90 countries with the State Partnership Program,
only Belarus has ended its participation.”
In the last 75 years of bilateral ties, the
US has provided several kinds of assistance to Nepal, including military aid.
The SPP, however, stoked concerns as
the issue surfaced on the heels of Nepal’s
ratification of the Millennium Challenge
Corporation compact amid opposition
from some quarters who called it
part of the Washington-led Indo-Pacific
Strategy. The US has put the SPP as well
under the IPS.
Critics of the MCC compact said that its
ratification would pave the way for
Americans to have boots on the ground in
Nepal. Since the SPP is also about military-to-military exchange, political and
intellectual circles expressed concerns if
the United States army personnel would
set up barracks in Nepal.
The US embassy, however, has ruled out
any such initiatives.
“Independent of the SPP, the US bilateral relationship that has focused on people-to-people connections including student and professional exchanges, diplomatic engagement, military partnership,
trade, and common values remains
strong,” said the US spokesperson.
There are also concerns if the row over
the SPP could affect Deuba’s planned visit
to the US. Deuba is set to visit the US in
mid-July, but no official announcement
has been made yet. Chief of the Army
Staff General Prabhu Ram Sharma who
has already embarked on a foreign trip
will reach Washington on June 27.
The embassy said that Nepal’s decision
[on the SPP] won’t affect any bilateral
exchanges.
“Visits by Nepali officials to the United

States and vice versa will continue to
be an important part of our relationship,”
she said.
Meanwhile, Beijing has said that it welcomes the Nepal government’s decision of
not moving ahead with the SPP.
Speaking at a regular press briefing,
Wang Wenbin, spokesperson of China’s
Foreign Ministry, said on Thursday that as
a friendly and close neighbour and strategic cooperative partner, China commends
the Nepali government’s decision [not to
move ahead on the SPP.]
“Various political parties and factions,
the government, the army and people
across the Nepalese society see the SPP as
a military and security initiative closely
linked to the Indo-Pacific Strategy,” said
Wang, according to a Chinese Foreign
Ministry’s
statement,
“and
they
consider it against the national interests
of Nepal and its long-held non-aligned,
balanced foreign policy to be part of
the SPP.”
Beijing had earlier in February spoken
about Washington’s “coercive diplomacy”
when a debate was raging over ratification
of the Millennium Challenge Corporation
compact. The Chinese see both the MCC
and SPP as an American strategy to
expand Washington’s influence and counter China.
Despite China’s concerns, Nepal’s
Parliament, however, ratified the MCC on
February 27.
On Thursday, stating that China will
continue to support Nepal in upholding its
sovereignty, independence and territorial
integrity and support Nepal’s commitment to its independent and non-aligned
foreign policy.
“China stands ready to work with Nepal
to jointly safeguard regional security, stability and shared prosperity,” he said.
C M Y K
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First phase of vaccination for
5–11-year-olds begins
Around 2.2 million children from 27 districts will be inoculated in the first phase.
ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, JUNE 23
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Protesters associated with the CPN-UML’s youth wing stage a torchlight demonstration against fuel price hike at
New Baneshwar in Kathmandu, on Thursday.

The first phase of the immunisation
campaign against Covid-19, designed
for children between five and 11 years,
started in 27 districts on Thursday.
Around 2.2 million children of the
said age group will be inoculated in
the week-long campaign, which will
be continued until June 29, officials
said.
“Immunisation has been started in
all wards of respective local units in
Kathmandu,” said Basanta Adhikari,
chief of the Health Office Kathmandu.
“The vaccine is being administered
from schools.”
In the first phase of the immunisation drive, children of the said age
group in Jhapa, Ilam, Morang,
Sunsari, Saptari, Dhanusha, Parsa,
Siraha, Mahottari, Kathmandu,
Lalitpur,
Bhaktapur,
Chitwan,
Kavre palanchok,
Sindhuli,
Makawanpur, Kaski, Nawalparasi
West and Nawalparasi East will be
inoculated.
Other districts in which vaccination drives have been planned in the
first phase are
Rupandehi, Banke, Dang, Bardiya,
Surkhet, Kailali, Kanchanpur and
Dadeldhura, according to Health
Ministry officials.
Officials said that even if the vaccination campaign is scheduled from
June 23 to 29, local health facilities can
extend the programme as per the local
needs.
Earlier on Wednesday, the Ministry
of Health and Population said that all
necessary preparations regarding the
drive had been completed.
“We have completed all necessary
preparation for the drive,” said Sagar
Dahal, chief
of
the National
Immunisation Programme. “We
would like to request all parents in the
respective districts to make sure that
their children are vaccinated.”
The ministry said that parents of
all eligible children can get their children vaccinated at any nearby schools.
Officials said that parents can get
the information about the immunisation centres from their respective
ward offices.
Nepal received 2,203,200 million
Pfizer doses of Covid-19 vaccine from
the COVAX facility on Sunday.
The vaccine doses are part of the 8.4
million doses committed by the facility, which is the United Nations-backed
international vaccine-sharing scheme.
The United States government bore
the cost of the vaccine doses and the
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Children aged from 5–11 wait to get Pfizer vaccine at Nava Adarsha Secondary School in
Basantapur on Thursday.
USAID facilitated the process, officials said.
There are two types of PfizerBioNTech Covid vaccines for children—one is for those between five
and 11 years, and another for those
aged 12 and above. Nepal has already
used Pfizer vaccines on those with
comorbidities and on children
between 12 and 17 years.
The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is the
only jab recommended by the World
Health Organization for use in children between five and 11 years old.
The American Association of
Paediatrics has recommended administering 10 microgram doses in a gap
of 21 days to children between five and
11 years. The dose, 0.2ml, is one-third
of what is administered to adolescents
and adults.
The vaccine vial for 5–11 year-olds
comes with an orange cap while the
other vial is purple-capped.
Each vial with 10 doses needs 1.3
millilitres (ml) of diluent under
Pfizer’s preliminary plan.
The
US
Food
and
Drug
Administration in October authorised
emergency use of the Pfizer-BioNTech
Covid vaccine in children between
five and 11 years. Several countries
have already started administering
the vaccine to children.
Although the Pfizer doses for adults
can be kept in normal temperatures (2
to 8 degrees Celsius) for up to 31 days,
paediatric doses can be stored in normal temperatures for up to 10 weeks,
officials said.
Vaccine doses were supplied to
provinces and districts upon the arriv-

al of the doses.
The second dose of the vaccine will
be administered from July 18 to 24 in
the 27 districts.
The Health Ministry said that the
second phase of the campaign will be
launched from August 21 to 27 in the
remaining 50 districts.
Earlier on Sunday, the Health
Ministry held discussions with representatives of the Nepal Paediatric
Society, an organisation of paediatricians, about the planned vaccination.
“We told them about the importance
of vaccination, its risks and benefits,”
said Dr Bibek Kumar Lal, director at
the Family Welfare Division, under
the Department of Health Services.
“As the risk of Covid-19 infection is
still very high and children are also
exposed to infection, the benefits of
vaccination far outweigh the risks.”
Officials said each ward will have at
least one vaccination centre and the
local agency concerned will decide if
more vaccination centres are needed.
Schools of respective districts have
been asked to prepare the lists of the
children eligible for vaccination.
Officials said that if parents declare
that their children are eligible for vaccination, health workers will not seek
further proof.
Nepal has so far received 55,584,770
doses of Covid vaccines of various
brands—AstraZeneca, Vero Cell,
Moderna,
Janssen,
SinovacCoronaVac, and Pfizer-BioNTech—
including paediatric doses.
As many as 20,187,733 people or 69.2
percent of the total population have
been fully immunised so far.

Sikta: A project in making for over 15 years with more controversy than progress
Just as 21 accused of corruption have been acquitted, the project is being upgraded and its deadline extended to 2032-33.
PRITHVI MAN SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU, JUNE 23

When the Sikta Irrigation project was
initiated in the fiscal year 2005-06, it
was supposed to be completed by 201415, at an estimated cost of Rs12.8
billion.
The project in western Nepal was
conceptualised with a view to irrigating 33,766 hectares of land west of the
Rapti River in Banke district.
The project cost was later revised to
Rs25 billion by adding a new component so as to irrigate an additional
9,000 hectares to the east of the Rapti
River. The project completion deadline
was moved to the end of the current
fiscal year 2021-22.
The extended deadline will expire
in less than a month but the project’s
progress has been just around 70 percent, according to project officials.
“One main canal and one auxiliary
canal are near completion, five canals
are under construction, but there has
been no progress in one canal,” said
Krishna Prasad Nepal, deputy director general at the Department of
Water Resources and Irrigation.
With the project unlikely to be completed within the existing deadline,
the Sikta Irrigation Project has prepared a proposal to extend the deadline by another 11 years while
doubling the total cost to over Rs50
billion.
“We have prepared a proposal to
complete the entire project by the fiscal year 2032-33 at an estimated cost
between Rs50 billion and Rs53 billion,” said Bishal Yadav, senior divisional engineer at Sikta Irrigation
Project. “We will submit the proposal
to the Department of Water Resources
and Irrigation soon to get approval
before the current deadline expires.”
He said that certain components
have been added in the new proposal
so both the cost and time have gone up
considerably.
“Regular maintenance of headworks and canal structure, upgrading
the irrigation system for using underground water if surface water
becomes inadequate in the dry season,
addition of Tithihiya branch and
Thapuwagaun sub-branch under the
main canal on the western part of the
Rapti River, and addressing the issues
of social concerns such as providing
lift irrigation and water supply to the
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Like many other national pride projects, Sikta is also facing time and cost overruns for the last several years.
local people, are the new components
in the proposal,” said Yadav.
Like many other national pride projects, Sikta is also facing time and cost
overruns for the last several years.
Problems related to land acquisition,
forest clearance and disputes with
contractors are other factors delaying
the project of prime importance.
The Sikta project has come into the
spotlight once again after the Special
Court on Sunday acquitted 21 individuals including Bikram Pandey, former
minister and the contractor of Sikta’s
main canal, of corruption charges.
The Commission for Investigation
of Abuse of Authority, on December 7,
2018, had filed a corruption case
against them over alleged substandard construction that led to repeated
collapse of the main canal of the multi-billion-rupee national pride project.
The main canal was heavily dam-

aged in various places of a 5-km section in June 2016 and July 2018 during
the testing process. When the newly
built channel was first tested in June
2016, it collapsed in multiple sections.
Despite repairs, it broke in July again
during another test.
The anti-graft body had swung into
action after a government probe panel
formed in August 2018 submitted a
report stating that the main canal was
collapsing repeatedly due to the failure to spot loose soil in the designing
phase.
“After the case was filed against the
contractor and officials of Sikta, there
was confusion about whether we could
repair and maintain the main canal
and use the canal for irrigation purposes before the court verdict,” said
Nepal, who had also served as the
chief of the project. “The cabinet on
April 23, 2019 gave its nod to operate

an irrigation facility after necessary
repair and maintenance.”
Based on the cabinet decision, the
project started providing irrigation
through its main and auxiliary canals
on November 16, 2019, according
to him.
“Repair and maintenance work are
being carried out by replacing the
loose soil with compact one whenever
water in the canal washes away the
loose soil,” said Nepal. “There is no
permanent solution to the problem.”
As per the contract, the Kalika
Construction, owned by Pandey, was
supposed to do the repair and maintenance work for two years after the
completion of the project.
But when the canal collapsed the
second time, the original deadline
given to the contractor to do the repair
and maintenance work had already
expired and the contract had not

been extended.
Officials at the project say that
although the main canal is currently
supplying water to some farmlands,
they are not certain whether the sections constructed on loose soil will be
able to sustain the pressure when the
project is run in full capacity after its
completion.
The corruption case alone is not
responsible for the delay in the national pride project, but the ongoing arbitration with Pappu Construction, a
sub-contractor that built a part of the
project, has also affected its progress.
In July 2016, Coastal-Pappu JV was
awarded the contract to construct
main and link canals and rehabilitation of headworks of Dunduwa
Irrigation System, one of the main
branches of the project, for Rs980
million.
After it turned out that the progress

on the work handled by Coastal-Pappu
JV was just around seven percent by
October 2018, the deadline given for
the work, the project office in
November 2018 had terminated the
contract with the company.
Pappu, which is infamous for delaying projects, went for arbitration proceedings, which are still ongoing.
“Because of the ongoing arbitration
process, we have not been able to issue
a fresh tender notice to implement
this section of the project,” said Yadav.
“As it has already been four
years since the contract was terminated with Pappu, the cost of the new
contract will be more than Rs2
billion.”
The Dunduwa Irrigation System
project would irrigate 16,000 hectare
lands in western Banke district. This
area is more than one-third of the
total 44,000 hectares that Sikta Project
would irrigate.
The Sikta project stands as a classic
example of how Nepal’s infrastructure projects never get completed on
time.
Since the two decade-old project
was started, millions of cusecs of
water must have flown in the Rapti
river, with the beneficiaries merely
becoming spectators.
Although the Special Court gave a
clean chit to those accused of corruption, a task force formed to investigate
the repeated collapse of the main
canal had stated that consultants,
while designing the project, failed to
carry out a special test of the soil,
which led to the construction of a
fragile canal.
“The detailed project report prepared by the consultant says nothing
about the presence of loose soil in the
area where the canal collapsed,”
Sushil Chandra Tiwari, the chief of
the task force, had told the Post in
October 2018.
Although the project office has been
replacing loose soil with compact soil
in the problem sections of the main
canal, it has still not been able to find
a permanent solution to the recurring
problem.
“Until now, the solution appears to
be to continue replacing the loose soil
with compact one,” said Yadav.
“Whether the government itself will
do this or the contractor will, is not
clear yet as we have yet to receive the
verdict of the Special Court.”
C M Y K
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Opinion

A Nepali rebel in Tibet

EDITORIAL

In the dock, again

Little is known of KI Singh’s
life in Tibet, where he
escaped after a failed
coup attempt.

The justices should remain true to the
ideals of impartiality and incorruptibility.
Just when we start to think that the judiciary cannot sink
any lower, it surprises us by going lower. A leaked audio call
purportedly between lawyer Rudra Pokhrel and Kathmandu
District Court Judge Raj Kumar Koirala, negotiating a deal to
have businessman Ichchha Raj Tamang, who is accused of
bank fraud, released from jail, has been doing the rounds. A
three-member judicial council has been formed with a 45-day
deadline to investigate the matter; and if the allegations turn
out to be indeed true, it exposes how justice has become a
commodity that can be purchased through closed-door dealings. If proven to be true, the case exemplifies how the justices themselves are undermining the idea of justice by making
corruption the mainstay of their profession; it proves how
the last citadel of justice is hollowed out by the very people
who lead it.
But this is not the first time—nor will it be the last time—
when a high-level judge has come under the radar for being
potentially corrupt. The impeachment motion against Chief
Justice Cholendra Shumsher Rana is pending in Parliament.
Rana has remained under suspension for the past four
months after 98 lawmakers representing the ruling coalition
registered a motion against him in Parliament. He has been
accused, among other things, of financial corruption, failure
to maintain impartiality, and bench shopping. Ironically, it
was a constitutional bench led by Rana himself that ousted
KP Sharma Oli for undermining democracy in July last year.
As the impeachment motion against the head of the judiciary
remains in limbo, and as the idea of reforming the judiciary
remains to be translated into action, the judiciary itself is in
a suspended state.
The travesty of justice being orchestrated in the courts is
the result of years—and decades—of neglect when it comes
to bringing corrupt members of the judiciary to book despite
the corruption within the institution remaining an open
secret. The corruptibility of the judiciary, though, is hardly
an independent problem of the judiciary itself. Every other
public institution of the country reeks of corruption, dereliction of duty and neglect for ethics and values. And this does
not bode well for a fragile democracy like Nepal. The moment
the impartiality of the judiciary is compromised, corrupt
forces in every sector, especially politics, raise their heads.
The way the judiciary is being embroiled in one controversy
after another, it is increasingly showing symptoms of being
in a crisis.
If the crisis continues, it won’t be long before citizens completely lose faith in the judiciary. Before that happens, the
judiciary calls for significant internal reforms. That begins
right with the appointment of justices based on the vested
interests of political parties rather than competence. More
importantly, it is incumbent upon the justices themselves to
remain true to the ideals of impartiality and incorruptibility.
Those leading the country’s courts should rid themselves of
the misconception that the authority of the courts and the
justices should remain unchallenged. At the same time, citizens must remain vigilant about the goings-on in the judiciary, for its degeneration into a corrupt institution ultimately
undermines their quest for justice.

Chinese do not allow these Nepalese to
move freely, and have appointed a
strong guard over them.” Singh and his
retinue were warned on “pain of punishment” not to speak with anyone, and
were only provided rations and clothes.
The Nepali representative immediately went to the Kashag to emphasise
on Singh’s extradition, which was once
again deferred. In June 1952, the representative was told that since Singh had
sought asylum in Tibet, he could not be
extradited according to Chinese laws,
but Chinese authorities in Tibet had
enquired with Beijing about Nepal’s
demands. By August, the Nepali mission was running out of patience. “It
seemed to our Representative that KI
Singh’s case was being kept secret, for
the Kazis did not wish to meet and talk
about this matter.” There were widespread rumours that Singh had already
been taken to Beijing (he was first
taken to Chengdu, and was taken to the
Chinese capital only in May 1953). By
September, the Nepalis were told in no
uncertain terms by the Tibetans that
the Chinese would not go against their
policy of non-extradition.

AMISH RAJ MULMI

One of the most colourful of characters
in Nepali politics was Kunwar Inderjit
Singh, otherwise known as Dr KI Singh
(1905-82). The “Robin Hood of the
Himalayas” had fought for Indian revolutionary Subhas Chandra Bose’s
Indian National Army, practised
homoeopathy (hence the title “doctor”),
led an armed assault on Rana forces in
Bhairahawa during the 1950 revolution, redistributed land to peasants;
and when dissatisfied with the 1950
agreement, raised his banners against
the government. Singh was arrested in
1951 and imprisoned in Kathmandu. In
January 1952, he broke out of prison
and attempted a coup, failing which he
and 37 of his followers left for Tibet.
In 1955, after China and Nepal established diplomatic relations, Singh was
pardoned by King Mahendra and
returned to Nepal. Two years later, in
July 1957, he was appointed prime minister, a tenure that was to last four
months. His subsequent political
career was a flip-flop between supporting the Panchayat regime or the multi-party system.
Little is known of Singh’s life in
Tibet, except that he had supposedly
asked China to help him overthrow his
government. Archival documents, however, reveal Nepal’s persistent efforts to
extradite him, which were resisted on
grounds of Chinese policies. Singh had
certainly tried to make himself useful
to Chinese authorities, but the latter
weren’t too impressed, and in fact, were
unsure about what to do with someone
who had attempted a coup against a
government they had no formal ties
with at the time.
Singh in Tibet
KI Singh arrived in Tibet in January
1952, crossing over from Rasuwagadhi.
The Nepali representative in Lhasa
prepared
an
assessment
for
Kathmandu, which was passed on to
friendly governments such as India
and the United States since the Nepal
government wished such governments
to be “apprised of developments in
Lhasa”. These reports, prepared by
the US Embassy in Delhi for the
State Department and other missions,
indicated a convergence between
the interests of the other powers and
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Nepal at a time when the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army had recently
entered Tibet.
In April 1952, the Nepali representative was asked by four members of the
Kashag, or the Tibetan governing council, whether Singh’s extradition request
had come from Kathmandu or from the
representative himself. “Subba Youdha
Gambhir told them he had made the
request…on receipt of instructions to
that effect from the Government of
Nepal.” The Kashag members told him
they would consult on the decision and
revert, although he was told informally
Tibet would assist Nepal according to
the terms of the 1856 treaty between
the two states. The Indian representative, Sumul Sinha, also thought the
same, and hoped China too would not
object to Singh’s extradition.
Meanwhile, reports from Shigatse
suggested Singh had been drawing
maps of Nepal showing the various
passes “leading from Nepal into Tibet”.
In Sekar Dzong, a dispute arose
between Singh’s party and a Tibetan
over a rifle sold by one of his followers.

Both parties were to be punished by
flogging, and Singh appealed to the
authorities to punish another follower
of his for “not carrying out his orders
on the way”. Reports also suggested
“the Chinese are not allowing Dr KI
Singh to move about freely”, and that
Singh and his party were being made to
wear “the same kind of dress as the
Chinese themselves wear”. Singh had
also requested the Chinese to send him
to Beijing to discuss various matters
with Mao which “he could not disclose
to so many different grades of Chinese
officers”. He’d also told them “officers
from many countries including
Americans now in Nepal are busy completing preparations to fight with
China, and that the Chinese also should
not remain inactive any longer but
should be prepared for any eventuality”. A June 1952 report from the Indian
mission confirmed Singh had “emphasised the urgency of liberating Nepal”.
Singh was escorted to Lhasa by
Chinese authorities on May 26, 1952,
and was put up at the home of the
noted Pangdatsang family. “The

Return to Nepal
Because China and Nepal were yet to
establish diplomatic relations, and the
Nepalis were communicating directly
with the Tibetans about Singh’s extradition, China too seemed to be at a loss
as to what to do with him. However, the
Chinese did not regard him as a revolutionary, but more as a political fugitive.
“The Chinese rarely, if ever, publicised
his arrival or used him in politically
motivated ways… There also does not
seem to be any evidence that they contemplated at any point benefiting from
his presence in fomenting Communist
activity in Nepal.” Going by reports
about his confinement in Lhasa and
thereafter, one can assume Singh’s
presence was discomfiting to the
Chinese too. Zhou Enlai told him after
the 1954 India-China agreement that
Beijing “would never send even one
soldier” to Nepal, and once the 1955
Nepal-China agreement was concluded, Singh was no longer useful.
By the end of August, Singh and his
followers arrived at Rasuwagadhi,
awaiting the royal pardon. A few days
later, “[w]ith a band playing, Singh proceeded through the streets of
Kathmandu in September, half the population having turned out to see him”.
At a public gathering, Singh praised
India to the surprise of many, not least
Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, who later called him “not a
Communist–just a freebooter”.
Despite such a colourful life,
one cannot yet say with conviction
whether Singh was a revolutionary or
an opportunist. What is certain is
that Singh was perhaps one of the
earliest Nepali politicians whose positions shifted wherever the winds took
him. Many today would be inspired
by his antics.

SDGs: Failing to have impacts
The SDGs cannot remain
a lofty inspiration and we
must convert their
promise to action.
FRANK BIERMANN

In September 2015, leaders from 193
countries gathered in the UN assembly hall in New York to plan nothing
less than “transforming our world”.
This was the birth of the sustainable
development goals, which aimed to
“free the human race from the tyranny of poverty and want and to heal
and secure our planet”.
There are 17 sustainable development goals, or SDGs, encompassing
169 more detailed targets and over 200
measures of progress. There is
almost nothing that the UN does not
seek to improve with these goals,
from reducing poverty and hunger to
securing better health, education, gender equality, sanitation, energy, economic growth and infrastructure,
while reducing social inequality,
ensuring sustainable consumption,
protecting the climate, ocean, biodiversity and forests, and furthering
peace and justice.
To give just a few examples of the
169 targets under these overarching
goals, governments agreed, by 2030, to
halve the proportion of people in poverty, end hunger, ensure all children
complete a quality education for free,
raise the income of the poorest 40 percent of each country’s population at a
rate above the national average, and
significantly increase funding to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity
and ecosystems. The list goes on.
Sustainable development goals are
found wherever UN bureaucrats and
international diplomats meet. You’ll
see the 17 flags of the SDGs in the lush
gardens of the UN headquarters in
New York. Posters listing the SDGs
hang in government offices all around
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the world. Dozens of international
meetings are held to discuss them
each year. The UN even announced an
international decade of action for
achieving
the
goals.
In
the
Netherlands, where I live, the government has appointed an SDG coordinator whom I once spotted in an electric
car painted with the SDG symbols and
a suit with the SDGs printed on the
inner lining. In short, if you turn over
a stone, you may find an SDG.
And yet, it is fair to ask: Do these
global goals actually change anything?

Do they tangibly influence the actions
of governments, business leaders,
mayors, UN bureaucrats and university presidents? For the last few years, a
growing community of social scientists has considered this question.
With 61 colleagues from around the
world, we analysed more than 3,000
academic studies that scrutinised
aspects of the SDGs. Our findings are
published in the journal Nature
Sustainability, and a more detailed
assessment will soon be published as a
book. Because we believe it is impor-

tant to share what we found with
everyone, both publications will be
free to download and read.
All talk, no action
Unfortunately, our findings are disheartening. The SDGs have infiltrated
the things people say, think and write
about global sustainability challenges.
Governments mention the SDGs in
their national reports to the UN, and
some have set up coordinating units to
implement them. Multinational corporations like to refer to the SDGs as

well—especially those goals that are
least disruptive to their commercial
activities, like SDG 8 which calls on
governments to “sustain per capita
economic growth in accordance with
national circumstances”. And unsurprisingly, UN organisations are all
formally supportive of the SDGs.
But nothing has changed where it
matters. We found few new policies,
institutions or budget allocations
designed to further specific goals. Did
any government change its laws to
achieve the many intersecting trans-

formations envisioned by the SDGs?
Did any ministry in those governments create new programmes for
implementing the SDGs? If so, there
is little evidence of it. What we
found instead are changes in discourse. Those in power now refer to
the SDGs often. Yet the way they govern has not changed.
What should we make of this?
Optimists point to the SDG timeline:
The SDGs were only agreed upon
in 2015 and are to be achieved by
2030. The analysis that we published
largely uses research from before 2021.
In other words, we have eight more
years to go. That governments and
corporations talk differently about
sustainability and refer to the SDGs
more often today can be seen as a sign
of hope that this talk will be followed
by action.
And yet, mere talk can backfire by
conferring legitimacy on unsustainable behaviour, letting corporate leaders wave colourful SDG flags while
prizing profits above all else. Simply
talking about SDGs can demobilise
civil society by creating a false impression of action. Even as promised,
transformations remain elusive. Idle
talk acts as a smokescreen, hiding the
reality of delay and stagnation.
I do not want to belittle the importance of having the SDGs. Our study
only provides a snapshot of the present state of implementing them. The
SDGs do reflect some wonderfully
high-minded global ambitions, not
least by focusing on global inequalities (SDG 10), necessary improvements to national and global institutions (SDG 16) and the reduction of
harmful consumption patterns in
wealthy countries (SDG 12).
But we have to make the goals actually work. Civil society and social
movements need to prick the bubble
of SDG talk. Government leaders
and industry bosses must not be
allowed to hide behind SDG flags in
their offices, SDG buttons on their
lapels and SDG logos on their glossy
pamphlets. The SDGs cannot remain a
lofty inspiration. We must convert
their promise to action.
Biermann is Professor of Global
Sustainability Governance at Utrecht
University.
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FOREX
US Dollar

125.59

Euro

132.11

Pound Sterling

153.31

Japanese Yen (10)

9.28

Chinese Yuan

18.72

Qatari Riyal

34.37

Australian Dollar

86.60

Malaysian Ringit

28.51

Saudi Arab Riyal

33.47
Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank

bullion

Price Per tola

Fine Gold

Rs 97,500

Silver

Rs 1,250
Source: FENEGOSIDA
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Briefing
Softwarica crowned champions
at Apex Gamers Connect 2022
KATHMANDU: Softwarica College has
emerged victorious in the inter-college segment of the ‘BizBazar
Presents Apex Gamers Connect 2022’.
The e-gamers event, held at Apex
College and organised by the Apex IT
Club between June 16 and 20, was the
biggest tournament of its kind in
Nepal. It included an inter-college
Valorant competition and an
intra-college FIFA 22 competition.
The Valorant competition saw 12 participating teams representing
Softwarica College, Ace College,
Islington College, Apex College,
Everest Engineering College, Thames
College, KMC, The British College, St
Xaviers College, and Prime College.
In the final, Softwarica College
defeated Islington College to take
home a cash prize of Rs30,000 and
several gift hampers from the event
sponsors. Islington College received a
cash prize of Rs10,000, along with several gift hampers. (PR)

Chobhar dry port attracts few traders
Less than two dozen container trucks have arrived here since it opened in April, officials say.
KRISHANA PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, JUNE 23

Chobhar dry port launched in April
with much hoopla, but the modern
facility has attracted few traders.
Officials say less than two dozen container trucks have arrived here since
it opened.
Built at the south-western edge of
Kathmandu Valley at a cost of Rs1.54
billion, the Inland Clearance Depot
offers customs clearance services, saving importers a trip to the border
checkpoint to clear their cargo.
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba inaugurated the infrastructure, which is spread over 11.77
hectares.
“Traders say that without an
expressway linking it to the border,
transporting goods to Chobhar dry
port is a hassle,” said Ashish Gajurel,
executive director of the Nepal
Intermodal Transport Development
Board which operates the inland
depot.
According to traders, travel time
would be shortened if there was a
Kathmandu-Tarai expressway.
The dry port offers 35,000 square
feet of parking space which is large
enough to accommodate 500 containers and 500 trucks. There are three
buildings containing customs offices,
quarantine facility and security, three
warehouses, storage shed, three
weighing machines, electric sub-station and boundary lights.
“Traders have been opening letters
of credit (LC) to import goods that
will enter the country through
Bhairahawa, Biratnagar and Birgunj.
Since it normally takes three
months for the shipments to arrive
after the LC is opened, maybe Chobhar
dry port will see more activity then,”
Gajurel said.
“It may take a few months for the
dry port to get into full swing,” he
said. Officials say that customs agents
are not keen to clear their shipments
at Chobhar dry port even though it is
cheaper than at the border checkpoints.
“It is cheaper to clear goods at
Chobhar dry port compared to
Birgunj. Since there is little traffic at
the new facility, paperwork moves
faster than at Birgunj or Biratnagar

REUTERS
BECICI (Montenegro), JUNE 23
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The dry port offers 35,000 square feet of parking space, large enough to accommodate 500 containers and 500 trucks.
dry ports. The parking fees are lower
too,” Gajurel said.
The fee for weighing goods is half
of what is charged at Birgunj
Integrated Check Post, and the container handling charge is 20 percent
lower, according to a port official.
“We have been repeatedly communicating with the private sector and
traders highlighting the features of
Chobhar dry port. But there is not
much interest so far,” Gajurel said.
“The private sector was enthusiastic when construction work began.
Now, they are not responding,”
Gajurel said.
“New infrastructure should be marketed well. This applies to Chobhar
dry port too,” said Deepak Raj Joshi,
director general of the Confederation
of Nepalese Industries. “We don’t see
any marketing approach informing
potential traders about the new facility,” he said.
Nepal’s second international airport after Kathmandu, which opened

in the southern city of Bhairahawa on
May 16, seems to have the same problem, insiders said.
Gautam Buddha International
Airport has been able to attract only
one foreign airline so far. Jazeera
Airways flies thrice a week to Kuwait.
Joshi said that to attract operators,
new facilities should launch schemes
by offering incentives.
“This marketing strategy is applicable to all new facilities around the
world. A country like Nepal needs
modern infrastructure, but it also
needs smart efforts to make
them operational in an effective way,”
Joshi said.
“The proposed Kathmandu-Tarai
expressway will definitely add relevance to the port in the coming years,”
he said.
Around 70 percent of all imported
goods that enter Nepal are consumed
in Kathmandu Valley, and planners
thought a dry port here would make
life easier for traders.

According to the Department of
Customs, Nepal imported goods worth
Rs1.76 trillion in the first 11 months of
the current fiscal year ended midJune, up 28 percent year-on-year.
Exports in the same period were valued at Rs185.83 billion.
Nepal’s total foreign trade reached
Rs1.94 trillion in the first 11 months of
the current fiscal year, up 30 percent
year-on-year. The value of the total
foreign trade in the last fiscal year
2020-21 was Rs1.68 trillion.
The Nepal Intermodal Transport
Development Board, a government
agency, is currently running the
depot, but the facility will be handed
over to the private sector through a
competitive bidding process, according to officials.
The then Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli laid the foundation stone
for Chobhar dry port on January 18,
2019. It was built with a loan from the
World Bank, and construction work
was completed last June.

The once ubiquitous Russian signs
along Montenegro’s picturesque
Adriatic coast have all but disappeared as the war in Ukraine and
sanctions against Russia keep tourists
from those countries away from one of
their favourite destinations.
Adriatic resorts in Croatia,
Montenegro and Albania, NATO members that have joined international
sanctions against Russia, are all feeling their absence, dealing a blow to
their economies.
The sanctions include a ban on commercial flights from Russia, the blocking of Russian banks from international payment systems making it
harder for Russians to access cash
abroad, and the seizure of some
real estate and yachts belonging to
Russia’s oligarchs.
In the Montenegrin resort of Becici,
Zarko Radulovic, a hotelier, said there
would be few tourists this year from
the two countries, although thousands
of Russians and Ukrainians who had
fled the war were renting flats long
term. Hoteliers say there are not
enough of them however to compensate for the 380,000 Russians who visited Montenegro in 2019, and they are
spending far less than tourists.
Some Russian tourists could come
via Istanbul and Belgrade, airports
still open to flights from Russia,
Radulovic said, adding he hoped visitors from Western and Central Europe,
Israel and even Saudi Arabia would
compensate for the shortfall. Tourism
has typically accounted for about 20
percent of Montenegro’s economy.
The World Bank last month downgraded Montenegro’s 2022 economic
growth forecast to 3.6 percent from a
previous 5.9 percent, due to the effects
of the invasion. It also cut its growth
forecast for the Western Balkans, comprised of Montenegro, Albania,
Kosovo, Serbia, Bosnia and North
Macedonia, to 3.1 percent, from 4.1
percent in January. The six economies
grew 7.4 percent in 2021 after a contraction of 3.2 percent in 2020.

US recession fears darken
outlook for global growth
REUTERS
LONDON/TOKYO, JUNE 23

Norway central bank raises
rate to combat inflation
OSLO: Norway’s central bank
announced Thursday a sharper-than-expected interest rate hike
and warned of more to come, as policymakers tighten monetary policies
worldwide to fight surging inflation.
Central bank banks across the world
have launched a series of rate
increases in efforts to tame soaring
consumer prices, but the curbing of
easy money policies has raised fears
that the policies could spark recessions. Norway’s central bank raised
its main rate by half a percentage
point to 1.25 percent, its fourth hike
since September, when it stood at
zero. The previous increases had been
of 0.25 percentage points each and
few analysts had predicted
Thursday’s sharper hike. (AFP)

War and sanctions
keep Ukraine and
Russia tourists
from Adriatic coast
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A woman arranges curio products for sale at Patan in Lalitpur on Thursday.

Manufacturing growth is slowing
from Asia to Europe as China’s Covid19 curbs and Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine disrupt supply chains, while
the growing risk of a recession in the
United States poses a new threat to the
global economy.
High prices in the euro zone meant
demand for manufactured goods
fell in June at the fastest rate
since May 2020 when the coronavirus
pandemic was taking hold, with
S&P Global’s headline factory
Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI)
falling to a near two-year low of 52.0
from 54.6.
A Reuters poll had predicted a more
modest drop to 53.9 and the index
nudged closer to the 50 mark separating growth from contraction.
“June’s euro zone PMI surveys
showed a further slowdown in the services sector, while output in the manufacturing sector now seems to be falling outright,” said Jack AllenReynolds at Capital Economics.
“With the price indices remaining
extremely strong, the euro zone

appears to have entered a period of
stagflation.”
There is a roughly one in three
chance of a recession in the bloc within 12 months, economists in a Reuters
poll published earlier on Thursday
predicted. They also said inflation—
which hit a record high of 8.1 percent
last month—was yet to peak.
Jerome Powell, chair of the Federal
Reserve, said on Wednesday the
central bank was not trying to engineer a recession in the United States
to stop inflation but was fully committed to bringing prices under control
even if doing so risks an economic
downturn.
He acknowledged a recession was
“certainly a possibility”.
Inflation continues to run at least
three times higher than the Fed’s targeted level of 2 percent and it is
expected to deliver another 75 basis
point interest rate hike next month,
according to economists polled by
Reuters.
Despite Powell’s comments a few
primary dealers have either started
predicting a recession as early as this
year or have brought forward their
recession calls.

EXPLAINEd

Why Sri Lanka’s economy collapsed and what’s next
ASSOCIATED PRESS
COLOMBO, JUNE 23

Sri Lanka’s prime minister says the
island nation’s debt-laden economy
has “collapsed” as it runs out of
money to pay for food and fuel. Short
of cash to pay for imports of such
necessities and already defaulting on
its debt, it is seeking help from neighbouring India and China and from the
International Monetary Fund.
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, who took office in May, was
emphasizing the monumental task he
faces in turning around an economy
he said is heading for “rock bottom.”
Sri Lankans are skipping meals as
they endure shortages, lining up for
hours to try to buy scarce fuel. It’s a
harsh reality for a country whose
economy had been growing quickly,
with a growing and comfortable
middle class, until the latest crisis
deepened.

How serious is this crisis?
Tropical Sri Lanka normally is not
lacking for food but people are going
hungry. The UN World Food Program
says nearly nine of 10 families are
skipping meals or otherwise skimping
to stretch out their food, while 3 mil-

lion are receiving emergency humanitarian aid.
Doctors have resorted to social
media to try to get critical supplies of
equipment and medicine. Growing
numbers of Sri Lankans are seeking
passports to go overseas in search of
work. Government workers have been
given an extra day off for three months
to allow them time to grow their own
food. In short, people are suffering and
desperate for things to improve.

Why is the economy in such dire
straits?
Economists say the crisis stems from
domestic factors such as years of mismanagement and corruption, but also
from other troubles such as a growing
$51 billion in debt, the impact of the
pandemic and terror attacks on tourism, and other problems. Much of the
public’s ire has focused on President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa and his brother,
former Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa. The latter resigned after
weeks of anti-government protests
that eventually turned violent.
Conditions have been deteriorating
for the past several years. In 2019,
Easter suicide bombings at churches
and hotels killed more than 260 people.
That devastated tourism, a key source

of foreign exchange.
The government needed to boost
its revenues as foreign debt for big
infrastructure projects soared, but
instead Rajapaksa pushed through the
largest tax cuts in Sri Lankan history,
which recently were reversed.
Creditors downgraded Sri Lanka’s ratings, blocking it from borrowing more
money as its foreign reserves sank.
Then tourism flatlined again during
the pandemic.
In April 2021, Rajapaksa suddenly
banned imports of chemical fertilizers. The push for organic farming
caught farmers by surprise and decimated staple rice crops, driving prices
higher. To save on foreign exchange,
imports of other items deemed to be
luxuries also were banned. Meanwhile,
the Ukraine war has pushed prices of
food and oil higher. Inflation was near
40 percent and food prices were up
nearly 60 percent in May.

ernment faces in turning things
around as it seeks help from the IMF
and confronts criticism over the lack
of improvement since he took office
weeks ago. He’s also fending off criticism from within the country. His
comment might be intended to try to
buy more time and support as he tries
to get the economy back on track.
The Finance Ministry says Sri
Lanka has only $25 million in usable
foreign reserves. That has left it without the wherewithal to pay for imports,
let alone repay billions in debt.

Meanwhile the Sri Lankan rupee
has weakened in value by nearly 80
percent to about 360 to $1. That makes
costs of imports even more prohibitive. Sri Lanka has suspended repayment of about $7 billion in foreign
loans due this year out of $25 billion to
be repaid by 2026.

What is the government doing
about it?
Wickremesinghe has ample experience. This latest is his sixth term as

Why did the prime minister say the
economy has collapsed?
Such a stark declaration might undermine any confidence in the state
of the economy and it didn’t reflect
any specific new development.
Wickremesinghe appeared to be
underscoring the challenge his gov-
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A man pulls fallen coconut leaves to be used as firewood amid shortage of cooking gas along
a usually congested road in Colombo.

prime minister. So far, Sri Lanka has
been muddling through, mainly supported by $4 billion in credit lines
from neighboring India. An Indian
delegation was in the capital Colombo
on Thursday for talks on more assistance, but Wickremesinghe warned
against expecting India to keep Sri
Lanka afloat for long.
“Sri Lanka pins last hopes on IMF,”
said Thursday’s headline in the
Colombo Times newspaper. The government is in negotiations with
the IMF on a bailout plan and
Wickremesinghe said Wednesday he
expects to have a preliminary agreement with the IMF by late July.
The government also is seeking
more help from China. Other governments like the US, Japan and Australia
have provided a few hundred million
dollars in extra support.
Earlier this month, the United
Nations began a worldwide public
appeal for assistance. So far, projected
funding barely scratches the surface
of the $6 billion the country needs to
stay afloat over the next six months.
To counter Sri Lanka’s fuel shortage,
Wickremesinghe told The Associated
Press in a recent interview that he
would consider buying more steeply
discounted oil from Russia to help tide
the country through its crisis.
C M Y K
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Judge approves $1B+ deal in
deadly Florida condo collapse
MIAMI: A judge gave final approval
Thursday to a settlement topping $1
billion for victims of the collapse of a
Florida beachfront condominium
building that killed 98 people, one of
the deadliest building failures in US
history. The decision by Miami-Dade
Circuit Judge Michael Hanzman
came a day before the one-year anniversary of the Champlain Towers
South disaster in the Miami suburb
of Surfside. The judge praised the
dozens of lawyers involved for averting what could have been years of litigation with no sure outcome. “It will
never be enough to compensate them
for the tragic loss they have suffered,”
the judge said. ”This settlement is the
best we can do. It’s a remarkable
result. It is extraordinary.” The bulk
of the $1.02 billion total will go to people who lost family members in the
collapse of the 12-story building.

Afghans bury dead, dig for
survivors of devastating quake
Officials from several UN agencies say the Taliban are giving them full access to the area.

Indonesia to buy 29 million foot
and mouth disease vaccine
JAKARTA: Indonesia will procure 28.7
million vaccine doses for foot and
mouth disease by year-end and limit
livestock transportation between
regions amid a surge in cases, a senior minister said on Thursday. The
country launched a nationwide livestock vaccination programme last
week, as the disease has been found
in 19 of the country’s 34 provinces,
with the number of infected livestock
growing quickly from 20,000 last
month to 232,549 this week. Infections
have spread ahead of the Eid al-Adha
festival, when Muslims traditionally
slaughter animals and share the meat
with the poor. “The president
instructed that we prepare immediately the medicines and personnel
who can vaccinate,” Minister
Airlangga Hartarto stated.  (Agencies)

Russian military controls about 95 percent of the Luhansk
region, and about half of the neighbouring Donetsk region.
Associated Press
KYIV, June 23

Supreme Court strikes New
York gun law in major ruling
WASHINGTON: The Supreme Court on
Thursday struck down a restrictive
New York gun law in a major ruling
for gun rights. The justices’ 6-3 decision is expected to ultimately allow
more people to legally carry guns on
the streets of the nation’s largest cities—including New York, Los Angeles
and Boston—and elsewhere. About a
quarter of the US population lives in
states expected to be affected by the
ruling, the high court’s first major
gun decision in a decade. The ruling
comes as Congress is actively working on gun legislation following
recent mass shootings in Texas,New
York and California. Justice Clarence
Thomas wrote for the majority that
the Constitution protects “an individual’s right to carry a handgun for
self-defence outside the home.”

Russians focus firepower to
seize two Ukraine villages

AP/rss

An Afghan sits by the rubble of his house earthquake in Gayan village, in Paktika province, Afghanistan, on Thursday.
Associated Press
GAYAN, June 23

Villagers rushed to bury the dead
Thursday and dug by hand through
the rubble of their homes in search of
survivors of a powerful earthquake in
eastern Afghanistan that state media
reported killed 1,000 people. The
Taliban and the international community that fled their takeover struggled
to bring help to the disaster’s victims.
Under a leaden sky in Paktika province, which was the epicentre of
Wednesday’s magnitude 6 earthquake,
men dug a line of graves in one village, as they tried to lay the dead to
rest quickly in line with Muslim tradition. In one courtyard, bodies lay
wrapped in plastic to protect them
from the rains that are hampering
relief efforts for the living.
The state-run Bakhtar News Agency
reported the death toll and said an
estimated 1,500 more were injured. In
the first independent count, the UN
Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said around 770
people had been killed in Paktika and
neighbouring Khost province.
It’s not clear how the totals were
arrived at, given the difficulties of
accessing and communicating with
the affected villages tucked into
remote mountainsides. Either grim

till
would
make
the
quake
Afghanistan’s deadliest in two decades, and officials continued to warn
the number could still rise.
“They don’t have anything to eat,
they are wondering what they can
have to eat, and it is also raining,” a
Bakhtar reporter said in footage from
the quake zone. “Their houses are
destroyed. Please help them, don’t
leave them alone.”
The disaster heaps more misery on
a country where millions already
faced increasing hunger and poverty
and the health system has crumbled
since the Taliban retook power nearly
10 months ago amid the U.S. and
NATO withdrawal.
How the international humanitarian community, which has pulled back
significant resources from the country, will be able to offer aid and to what
extent the Taliban government will
allow it to remain in question. The
Taliban’s takeover led to a cutoff of
vital international financing, and
most governments remain wary of
dealing directly with them.
UN agencies and other organisations still operating in Afghanistan
said they sent supplies to the area,
including medical kits, tents and plastic tarps, but the needs appeared
immense as whole villages sustained
massive damage. “We ask from the

Islamic Emirate and the whole country to come forward and help us,” said
a survivor. “We are with nothing and
have nothing, not even a tent to live
in.”
Search and rescue remained a priority. In hard-hit Gayan District, much
of the rubble was too large for people
to move with their hands or shovels.
They said they hoped large excavators
would make it out their remote homes.
For now, there was only one bulldozer
in the area.
On Wednesday, a UN official said
the government had not requested
that the world body mobilise searchand-rescue teams or obtain equipment
from neighbouring countries, despite
a rare plea from the Taliban’s supreme
leader, Haibatullah Akhundzadah, for
help from the world.
UN agencies are facing a $3 billion
funding shortfall for Afghanistan this
year, and Peter Kessler, a spokesman
for the United Nations’ refugee agency, said that means there will be difficult decisions about who gets aid.
There were also logistical challenges to getting aid to remote villages.
The roads, which are rutted and difficult to travel in the best of circumstances, may have been badly damaged in the quake, and landslides
from recent rains have made some
impassible.

The Russian military expanded its
grab of territory in eastern Ukraine
on Thursday, capturing two villages
and vying for control of a key highway in an offensive that could cut
supply lines and encircle some frontline Ukrainian forces, British and
Ukrainian military officials said.
Britain’s defence ministry said
that Ukrainian forces had withdrawn
from some areas near the city of
Lysychansk, the latest major battlefield in Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s war against Ukraine, to
avoid the possibility of being encircled as Russians sent in reinforcements and concentrated their firepower in the area.
Ukraine’s General Staff said
Russian forces took control of the
villages of Loskutivka and RaiOleksandrivka, and were trying
to
capture
Syrotyne
outside
Sievierodonetsk, the administrative
centre of the Luhansk region.
“The enemy is burning everything
out in a bid to encircle the Ukrainian
group of forces,” Luhansk Governor
Serhiy Haidai told The Associated
Press.
“The Russians are advancing without trying to spare the ammunition or
troops, and they aren’t running out of
either,” Haidai said. “They have an
edge in heavy artillery and the number of troops.”
“Part of the Luhansk region still
remains under Ukrainian control,
defying the Russians and causing
their fury and desire to burn it to the
ground,” he added
For weeks, Russian forces have
pummelled Sievierodonetsk with
artillery and air raids, and fought the
Ukrainian army house-to-house.
Ukrainian forces remain holed up at
the Azot chemical plant on the city’s
edge, where about 500 civilians were
also sheltering.
Haidai said the Ukrainian soldiers
were using the plant’s sprawling
underground structures, but noted
that “the shelling has intensified and
even concrete shelters can’t withstand
the bombardment.” The Russians are
using their entire arsenal—heavy
artillery, tanks, aircraft,” he added.
The Russians were also pressing
their offensive on Lysychansk, which
is located on a steep river bank facing
Sievierodonetsk.
Haidai said that Lysychansk was
also facing a relentless Russian artillery barrage, which killed at least one
civilian and wounded three others in
the last 24 hours. The governor noted

China’s Xi criticises
sanctions ‘abuse’,
Putin scolds the West
LONDON: Chinese President Xi Jinping
on Thursday criticised “the abuse” of
international
sanctions,
while
Russian President Vladimir Putin
scolded the West for fomenting global
crisis, with both leaders calling for
greater BRICS cooperation.
Xi called on Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa (BRICS) to
take up the responsibility conferred
by their economic clout, and said they
should stand up for a truly multinational international system based on
the United Nations.
“We must abandon Cold War mentality and block confrontation and
oppose unilateral sanctions—and the
abuse of sanctions,” Xi told the BRICS
summit through a translator.
“Our meeting today comes at a crucial moment of choice for the future
of humanity: as key emerging markets and developing countries, BRICS
countries must rise to our responsibility,” Xi said.
China has by far the largest economy in the BRICS grouping, accounting for more than 70 percent of the
group’s collective $27.5 trillion economic might.
Putin called for stronger BRICS
cooperation and took a swipe at
the West which he accused of
fomenting a crisis.
“Only on the basis of honest and
mutually beneficial cooperation can
we look for ways out of the crisis situation that has developed in the global
economy due to the ill-considered and
selfish actions of individual states,”
Putin said. (Reuters)

that the Russians concentrated over
100 multiple rocket launchers to
“pummel entire blocks.”
“The Russian army is ‘liberating’
Sievierodonetsk from life and workplaces,” he said in a sarcastic reference to Russia’s stated goal of the
“liberation” of Donbas.
The UK Ministry of Defence noted
in its intelligence assessment
Thursday that Russian forces have
likely advanced more than five kilometres
towards
the
southern
approaches of Lysychansk since
Sunday.
“Some Ukrainian units have withdrawn, probably to avoid being encircled,” the statement said.

Fears of waterborne disease rise in Bangladesh as floods recede
Reuters
DHAKA, June 23

Authorities in Bangladesh are bracing for the spread of waterborne
diseases and racing to get drinking
water to people stranded in their
homes by flooding across a quarter
of the country, an official said on
Thursday.
Nearly 2,000 rescue teams were
trying to reach flood victims in 17 of
the country’s 64 districts and bring
them water and other supplies,
Atiqul Haque, director general of
the Department of
Disaster
Management, told Reuters.
“With the flood waters receding,
there is a possibility of an epidemic.
We fear the outbreak of waterborne
diseases if clean water is not
ensured soon,” Haque said.
“Ensuring availability of drinking
water is our top priority.”
More than 4,000 people have contracted various waterborne illness-

es so far, including diarrhoea, in
flood-hit districts, with more than
half the cases in the Sylhet region,
the Directorate General of Health
Services said on Thursday.
“The situation is alarming. We
are getting more and more patients
each day. They are mainly suffering
from diseases like diarrhoea, dysentery, fever, skin infections and
other waterborne diseases,” Ahmed
Hossain,
Civil
Surgeon
of
Sunamganj, one of the worst-affected districts, told Reuters.
More than 4.5 million people have
been stranded and 42 people killed
in the worst flooding in the Sylhet
region in the northeast in more
than 100 years.
The floods have damaged 75,000
hectares of paddy and 300,000 hectares of other crops, including
maize, jute and vegetables, agriculture ministry official Humayun
Kabir said.
“The devastation is huge. More

crops could be damaged as new
areas are being flooded.”
Fatema Begum, a mother of three
in Sunamganj, said the floods had
washed away everything. “There is
not even a trace,” she said of her
small thatched hut. “We don’t even
have a second pair of clothes. No
one has came to help.”
The monsoon brings heavy rain
and floods to South Asia between
June and October, especially in
low-lying areas like Bangladesh,
where rivers swollen with waters
pouring out of the Himalayas often
burst their banks.
But extreme weather has become
more frequent and environmentalists warn that climate change could
lead to ever more serious disasters.
In the eastern Indian state of
Assam, also badly hit by the rain
that lashed the region, Indian air
force helicopters were deployed on
Thursday to drop food and other
supplies to cut-off communities.

REUTERS

People move a boat in a flooded area during a widespread flood in the northeastern part of the country, in
Sylhet, Bangladesh, on Sunday.

European Union leaders set to
grant Ukraine candidate status
Associated Press
BRUSSELS, June 23

European Union leaders on Thursday are set
to make Ukraine a candidate for joining
the 27-nation bloc, a first step in a long
and unpredictable journey toward full
membership that could take many years to
navigate.
Making Ukraine a contender now seems to
be a done deal after national leaders were
initially divided on how quickly to embrace
the war-torn country’s request to become an
EU member, which the Ukrainian government submitted only a few days after Russia
invaded its neighbour on February 24.
According to several diplomats who spoke
on condition of anonymity before a leaders’
summit in Brussels, Ukraine will receive
the unanimous approval required for
candidate status and the launch of eligibility
negotiations.
“This is a decisive moment for the
European Union,” European Council
President Charles Michel, the EU summit
chair, said, describing the question of

Ukraine’s candidacy “a geopolitical choice
that we will make today.”
Members of the European Parliament
endorsed Ukraine’s bid hours before the
summit started, voting to pass a resolution
that calls EU heads of state and government
to “move without delay” and “live up to their
historical responsibility.”
The EU’s 27 nations have been united in
backing Ukraine’s resistance to Russia’s
invasion, adopting unprecedented economic
sanctions against Moscow. However, leaders
were at first split on how quickly the EU
should move to accept Ukraine as a member,
with the Netherlands, Sweden and Denmark
among the most sceptical.
But Ukraine’s application got a boost
last week when the EU’s executive arm,
the European Commission, gave its seal
of approval based on the country’s answers
to a questionnaire received in April and
early May.
Ukraine received another shot in the arm
when the leaders of France, Germany, Italy
and Romania visited the country and vowed
to back its candidacy.
C M Y K
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Swiatek looks to establish control at Wimbledon

Nkunku extends Leipzig deal

With Serena in her 41st year and back at Wimbledon for a potential farewell, the Pole might just be the one to lead the women’s game into a new era.

BERLIN: Bundesliga player of the season Christopher Nkunku signed a
contract extension with RB Leipzig
through to 2026 on Thursday, ending
months of speculation about a possible departure. The France attacking
midfielder scored 20 league goals and
set up 13 in 34 league matches in his
most prolific season since joining in
2019, while also lifting the German
Cup in May. His superb form made
him a hot transfer target for several
top European clubs with his future
unclear prior to Thursday’s contract
extension. Leipzig finished fourth in
the Bundesliga. They also reached the
Europa League semi-finals.

Maradona’s medical personnel
to face homicide trial
BUENOS AIRES: An Argentinian judge
ruled on Wednesday that eight medical personnel involved in the care of
football star Diego Maradona will
face a public trial for criminal negligence. Brain surgeon Leopoldo Luque
and psychiatrist Agustina Cosachov
are among those who will stand trial
for homicide, the judge ruled. The
trial is not expected to begin until the
end of 2023 or early 2024. The defendants are accused of failing to take
proper care of Maradona when he
was recovering from surgery, which
led to his death. Maradona died at the
age of 60 on November 25, 2020 due to
a cardio-respiratory arrest while he
was recovering at a house outside
Buenos Aires from surgery for a
(AGENCIES)
blood clot on his brain. 

Reuters
LONDON, June 23

A key element in the appeal of any
sport is the presence of a dominant
figure—a benchmark for the rest to
aspire to—and in that respect women’s tennis has been blessed to have
Serena Williams as its figurehead.
But with the American in her 41st
year and back at Wimbledon for a
potential farewell after a year out, the
worry has been whether any player
can fill her shoes.
As the All England Club prepares to
open its gates, Poland’s Iga Swiatek
looks as though she might just be the
one to lead the women’s game into a
new era.
Domination can only really be
measured over a sustained period and
it is doubtful anyone will get close to
the kind of statistics compiled by
Williams. Between 2010 and 2019,
according to the WTA, she won 89.3%
of her matches, won 37 titles and spent
196 weeks as world number one—more
than the next two combined—won 12
of her 23 Grand Slam titles and
reached the finals of 19 of the 33 major
tournaments she entered during that
period.
Japan’s Naomi Osaka, who is skipping Wimbledon, threatened to seize
control with four Grand Slam titles in
a little over three years, but has since
slipped back into the pack as she wrestles with the pressure of stardom.
So those predicting that Swiatek is
indeed the real deal might want to
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Iga Swiatek is bidding to become only the eighth woman to win the French Open and Wimbledon back to back, the last being Serena in 2015.
reflect on the pitfalls that await her in
a sport in which the depth of talent
has perhaps never been greater. But
her numbers heading into Wimbledon
are mind-boggling.
When the 21-year-old beat American
teenager Coco Gauff to win her
second French Open title earlier this

month, it took her winning streak
to 35 matches, equalling the 21st
Century record of Venus Williams,
although still far from Martina
Navratilova’s astonishing 74-match
streak in 1984.
Swiatek took over as world number
one in April after Ash Barty, the reign-

ing Wimbledon champion, surprisingly retired from the sport and on the
evidence so far, the Pole appears comfortable in the role.
Her multifaceted game style and
ability to outwit opponents with versatile tactics means she excels on all
surfaces, although grass could present

one of her biggest challenges as she
bids to become only the eighth woman
to win the French Open and
Wimbledon back to back, the last
being Serena Williams in 2015.
She reached the fourth round at
Wimbledon last year, losing to
Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur, but is still a relative novice on the surface and she
will arrive having not played in any of
the warm-up events as she protects a
shoulder niggle.
“Grass is always tricky. I actually
like the part that I have no expectations there. It’s something kind of
refreshing,” Swiatek, who won the
junior title at Wimbledon, said.
Of her rivals for the title, Jabeur is
a serious threat having added consistency to her unique game while
there are several seasoned Wimbledon
warriors lurking in the draw, none
more dangerous than seven-time
champion Williams whose aura,
however long she has been away,
endures.
Spain’s Garbine Muguruza also
knows what it takes to win the
Wimbledon title as do Petra Kvitova,
Angelique Kerber and Simona Halep,
while big-serving Czech Karolina
Pliskova, runner-up last year, cannot
be ruled out if she gets on a roll.
Of the young brigade, American
Gauff looks the best bet for a long run
while Britain’s Emma Raducanu will
have to deal with the pressure of living up to her fairytale title at last
year’s US Open, since when she has
suffered a harsh reality check.

Popovici and McIntosh fill Dressel void at World Swimming Championships
The teenagers triumph in men’s 100m freestyle and women’s 200m butterfly respectively after the seven-time Olympic gold medallist quit the competition for ‘medical reasons’.
Agence France-Presse
BUDAPEST, June 23

After Caeleb Dressel, one of the veterans expected to dominate the World
Swimming Championships, quit the
competition on Wednesday, two teenagers, 17-year-old David Popovici and
Summer McIntosh, 15, leapt to the top
step of the podium.
Dressel, a seven-time Olympic gold
medallist, had “withdrawn for medical reasons. For his long-term health,”
Lindsay Mintenko, the Swimming
Managing Director for the US team,
told media at the start of the evening
session. “He’s just not fit to compete
right now.”
Popovici then claimed victory in
one of Dressel’s events, the men’s
100m freestyle, and McIntosh won the
women’s 200m butterfly.
In the other individual finals,
20-year-old
Frenchman
Leon
Marchand completed the men’s medley double in the 200m and Kylie
Masse won a second Canadian gold

when she took the 50m women’s
backstroke.
The evening ended with another of
the US team’s veteran stars, Katie
Ledecky, carving a place in the record
books with the winning women’s 200m
relay team. It was Ledecky’s 21st world
championship medal, more than any
other woman. Australia took silver
while Canada, with McIntosh collecting a second medal of the day, held on
for bronze.
Dressel had already won two golds
in Budapest before his last race on
Tuesday morning. It was a heat of the
100m freestyle and the Olympic champion qualified only second fastest
behind Popovici.
Popovici, who had become the first
Romanian man to win a world title
when he took the 200m free, became
the first man to do the 100-200 freestyle
double at the world championships
since American Jim Montgomery in
1973. Dutchman Pieter van den
Hoogenband repeated the rare feat at
the Sydney Olympics in 2000.

“I’m glad we got to write a small
page in swimming history,” said the
smiling Popovic. “Some would say a
huge page, but we like to keep it low
key. I’m glad to have got two golds now,
I think it will be pretty heavy carrying
them.”
Popovici edged Frenchman Maxime
Grousset by 0.6sec and Canadian
Joshua Liendo by 0.13.
“In the 200 I was surprised by how
much I won by. This time I was surprised by how little we won by,” he
said, adding he preferred the 200m
event. “I consider 200m more of a
smart race,” he said.
In the two-lap 100, he said, “we have
to go out as fast as we can and come
back as fast as possible. It’s an animal
instinct race.”
Popovic prepared for a career as a
sports star by attending a bilingual
school in Romania and speaks fluent
English.
“I haven’t finished high school yet I
don’t even drive yet,” he pointed out.
At 15, McIntosh is even younger.

The Canadian broke the world junior record as she added the 200m butterfly to the silver she had won in the
400m freestyle on the opening day.
McIntosh beat Hali Flickinger of the
United States by 0.88sec with Zhang
Yufei of China third.
“I just literally gave it my all and
did everything I could, and put in all
my energy and all my focus, and just
stretched for the wall and put my hand
on the wall as fast as I possibly could,”
McIntosh said.
Marchand, who claimed the
400m title on Saturday, grabbed the
lead in the breaststroke and held it
on the last lap to finish in 1min
55.22sec, edging out American Carson
Foster and Japanese bronze medallist
Daiya Seto.
The second Canadian gold medallist, Masse, a relative old timer at 26,
had won gold in the 100m backstroke
at the previous two world championships and a silver in Budapest. She
has never won a major medal at the
shortest distance.
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David Popovici, 17, became the first man to do the 100-200 freestyle double at the
World Swimming Championships since American Jim Montgomery in 1973.

HOROSCOPE
ARIES (March 21-April 19) ****

CANCER (June 22-July 22) ***

LIBRA (September 23-October 22) ***

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19) ****

The day may feel as though it’s moving quite slowly,
dear Aries, as the moon glides through sensual
Taurus and your solar second house. Rather than
becoming stressed by the leisurely pace of the day,
look for ways to enjoy the stillness.

You may feel tired of online interactions or impersonal connections today, dear Cancer, as the Taurus moon
asks you to get real within your social circle. Bonding
with your friend in person will feel much more satisfying than texting or social media exchanges.

You’ll have an opportunity to take your relationship
to the next level today, dear Libra. The day’s cosmic
climate is ideal for letting down your guard with
someone special, even if being vulnerable feels scary
at first. Today you’ll feel inspired to embrace change.

Though you’re one of the more composed members
of the zodiac, the universe will ask you to step outside of your comfort zone today. This cosmic climate
is all about embracing the thing that makes you
unique, so don’t be afraid to stand out in a crowd.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) ***

LEO (July 23-August 22) ***

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21) ***

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18) ***

Give yourself permission to glide through the day at
your leisure, dear Taurus, as the moon continues its
journey through your sign. Though things will move
a bit more slowly right now, try not to disconnect
from your surroundings.

Your focus will be on occupational ambitions today,
dear Leo, as the moon continues its journey through
Taurus and your solar tenth house. If you’ve been
wanting to build up a side business more independently, now would be the time to build toward these goals.

You’ll feel extra-invested in your love life today, dear
Scorpio, as the Taurus moon continues its journey
through your solar seventh house. Use this energy to
appreciate yourself for who you are, and be sure to
pamper yourself with some self-care.

Your intuition will become elevated today, dear
Aquarius. You’ll feel particularly sensitive to the
thoughts and feelings of others, which could inspire
you to devote your day to showing compassion and
care for others.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) ****

VIRGO (August 23-September 22) ****

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21) ***

PISCES (February 19-March 20) ***

You may feel as though the universe is talking to you
through the material realms today, dear Gemini.
Moments of enlightenment will find you in the afternoon. Try to spend a bit of time in nature before the
day comes to a close to bring healing to your spirit.

Magic will fill the air around you today, dear Virgo, as
the moon continues its journey through sensual
Taurus and the sector or your chart that governs
spirituality. Use this energy to marvel at the blessings
before you, taking a moment to appreciate nature.

Check-in with your body today, darling Sagittarius, as
the Taurus moon activates the sector of your chart
that governs health and wellness. If you’ve been staying up late, eating unhealthy, or burning the candle at
both ends, it will begin to catch up with you.

You’ll be in a generous mood today, dear Pisces.
Today, you may be tempted to show the people you
love how important they are through gifts or favours,
though you shouldn’t waste your time or money on
anyone who doesn’t truly appreciate such gestures.
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Austin Butler, Baz Luhrmann
deliver a grand ‘Elvis’
The movie seems to be more about getting you on a gut, emotional level than inundating you
with facts and complexities around race and business in mid-century America.
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Austin Butler in a scene from ‘Elvis’.
LINDSEY BAHR

T

he brief life of Elvis Presley
is not something that fits
neatly into a conventional
biopic formula, though
many have tried. It was, perhaps, always going to take a director
as wild and visionary as Baz
Luhrmann to do something that
evokes the essence of the King’s 42
years. Luhrmann knows better than
to adapt a Wikipedia page when it
comes to such a singular, larger-thanlife star whose legend has only intensified and obscured almost a half a
century after his death. Plus, he found
a perfect star in Austin Butler, who
fearlessly embodies the icon without
ever slipping into impersonation.
With “ Elvis,” which arrives in theatres Friday, Luhrmann and Butler
have created something gloriously
messy—a maximalist opera of contradictions, styles, truths, myths, memo-

The striking thing
about ‘Elvis’ is
how ultimately
restrained it is in
the end.
ries, and headlines. It doesn’t explain,
apologise or concern itself with logic.
Dates and locations, when they’re conveyed at all, often fly by with little
fanfare in montages of newspaper
headlines or broadcasts. No one
who doesn’t already know the facts of
Elvis Presley’s life is going to ace
any trivia round about him after this
film. It sidesteps or completely disregards some seemingly significant
things like the fact that he met
Priscilla (given depth by Olivia

DeJong) when he was 24 and she was
14. His entire Hollywood career is
summed up in a quick montage that
ends with Tom Hanks’ Colonel Tom
Parker saying in voiceover that “we
had a lot of fun.”
Perhaps it’s because there are other
moments that Luhrmann and his
team of screenwriters deem more
important—Elvis’ early acts of rebellion in defiance of local politicians,
the death of his mother, the assassinations of the Rev Martin Luther King
Jr, and John and Robert Kennedy, the
1968 leather-clad comeback special
and the gilded cage of his Las Vegas
residency, among them.
And still, this almost three-hour
extravaganza that takes you from cradle to grave (and beyond) goes by in a
fizzy, glittery, sweaty flash that does
not leave you unsatisfied. It is propelled by Butler’s transcendent portrayal of Elvis from age 17 on, capturing his almost overnight ascent from a

scrawny truck driver and occasional
singer to being the most famous man
in the world. Parker, Elvis’ controversial manager and promoter, may not
have known much about music, but he
saw what Elvis did to an audience
with his proto-punk stylings, gyrating
hips and blend of country and R&B
and knew there was money to be made
off this kid.
The story is actually first framed as
the morphine memory of Parker, who
is dying in an austere hospital room
overlooking the gaudy Las Vegas strip
two decades after Elvis had passed.
Parker tells the audience that he is not
the villain. This is surely his prerogative and probably something he
believed to be true despite all the evidence to the contrary that this carnival huckster ultimately broke his fragile star (or at least set him on a path to
inevitable ruin). And yet the fact that
even under mountains of prosthetics
and a strange accent that it is still Tom
Hanks with his endlessly empathetic
eyes may have you second-guessing
yourself, or understanding why Elvis
might have second-guessed himself.
The artifice of his performance fits in
the context of Luhrmann’s theatrical
storytelling.
Though the film is flimsy with biographical facts, it does make sure to
put Elvis’s Mississippi and Beale
Street influences front and centre. We
see him soak up everything from the
sensuality of the juke joints and the
rapture in the Pentecostal revival
tents he saw as a child to the work of
Black artists like BB King (Kelvin
Harrison Jr), Big Mama Thornton
(Shonka Dukureh), Sister Rosetta
Tharpe (Yola), Little Richard (Alton
Mason) and Arthur “Big Boy” Crudup
(Gary Clark Jr) he’d see later.
It’s all presented without commentary, judgment or much introspection.
Is it a cop out? A choice? Is it daring
the audience to make their own conclusions? Whatever it is, it’s at least
consistent with a movie where “Dr
Nick” and his pills seem to just appear
out of the blue. And, again, “Elvis”
seems to be more about getting you on
a gut, emotional level than inundating
you with facts and complexities
around race and business in mid-century America.
Luhrmann never does anything by
half measures, but perhaps one of the
most striking things about “Elvis” is
how ultimately restrained it is in the
end. This could have been a wall-towall Can-Can fever dream, full of
rhinestones and dizzying camera
movements. There is some of that,
certainly. But Luhrmann and his
collaborators reserve most of that
chaotic energy for the stage, and more
specifically Elvis’s person. It is as
though the wildness of all of
Luhrmann’s films is bursting out
of Butler’s Elvis, through his hip
thrusts and sweat and that booming,
beautiful voice.
— Associated Press
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Revellers carry their belongings as they arrive at Worthy Farm in Somerset during the
Glastonbury Festival in Britain on Wednesday.

Delighted music fans
get back to Glastonbury
While Glastonbury is back with a bang, many smaller
festivals are struggling in the current environment.
Paul Sandle & Dylan Martinez
GLASTONBURY, England

T

ens of thousands of music
fans streamed into Worthy
Farm on Wednesday for the
return after three years of
Glastonbury, the beloved
music festival that will feature hundreds of artists from Billie Eilish to
Paul McCartney.
The jubilant scenes come as a relief
to a live music industry that battled
for survival after Covid-19 wiped out
all of the 2020 season and a major
chunk of 2021, forcing venues to
refund tickets and go without any
income.
“We’re open,” Michael Eavis, who
founded Glastonbury 52 years ago,
told cheering crowds as the first of the
200,000 revellers entered his farm in
south-west England. “Absolutely marvellous,” he said. “Lovely to see you
all.”
While Glastonbury, the world’s largest green field festival, is back with a
bang, playing to people who secured
their tickets in 2019, many smaller
festivals are struggling to cope in one
of the toughest economic environments for decades.
Many rolled over tickets from previous years, limiting the chance to
increase prices to reflect surging
costs.
Glastonbury is unique in selling out
before any headliners have been
announced, given the strength of previous line-ups with stars ranging from
Beyonce to David Bowie, Dolly Parton
to Bruce Springsteen and the Rolling
Stones.
Rival events, often set up by people
who caught the bug at Glastonbury,
cannot count on that level of commitment.
“We’re very pleased to be out of the
woods in terms of Covid restrictions,”
Paul Reed, the chief executive of the

Association of Independent Festivals,
said. “However, it isn’t proving to be a
huge bounce back for festivals.”
Costs across the industry have
increased by 20-30 percent, he said,
driven up by pressure in supply
chains, a shortage of skilled workers
after many left the industry and high
energy costs.
“Festivals are risky undertakings at
the best of times,” he said, noting that
most independent festivals operated
on margins of 10 percent or less.
Price rises have also been limited.
Glastonbury increased its price to 280
pounds from 265 pounds in 2020.
A number of smaller festivals, such
as Brainchild in East Sussex, have had
to cancel.

Glastonbury
increased its price
to 280 pounds from
265 pounds in 2020.
“It’s been a perfect, ‘post-pandemic’
storm of significantly increased costs
due to inflation, unprecedented supply chain issues and crucially, far
slower/more last-minute ticket sales
than we’ve ever experienced before,”
Brainchild said in a statement.
For many, getting through this year
and putting on any show will be a testament to the industry’s will to survive.
Dave Lamb and his wife, who are
both foster carers from Derby, central
England, said they were desperate to
escape the pressures of everyday life
in the vast fields of Glastonbury.
“It’s like coming home,” he said as
he entered the site. “It’s just community; it’s one of the best places on earth.”
— Reuters

Givenchy models walk on water in Paris Fashion Week
This was the high-fashion Givenchy of Audrey Hepburn in name only.
THOMAS ADAMSON

ertoire for the MTV generation mixing travel
with urban wear and bright eye-popping colour.
For spring-summer, he turned up the psychedelia to produce a flashy, loose-fitting collection. Multicoloured loose pants, with
BLUEMARBLE printed across, met an acid
yellow-green oversize coat with a marbled texture. An ‘80s pajama pant look was responsible
for one of the collection’s best looks, in pearly
white. It came among baggy jeans with rhinestoned four-leaf clovers.
But this show also harked from the designer’s rich heritage. Alvarez is New York-born
with a mixture of Filipino, Spanish, French,
and Italian roots. The collection celebrated this
globe-trotting vision. Ethnic shirts mixed with
silken varsity bombers, and tied leopard foulards that looked both ready for safari and a
rock concert. The brand name itself is global—
borrowed from the iconic photo of the Earth
taken in 1972 by the Apollo 17 crew.

PARIS

F

or the first major collection of Paris
Fashion Week’s menswear season,
Givenchy’s models walked on water.
A giant font filled with milky-white
water and frothing mist in the courtyard of the Ecole Militaire served as a fluid
runway where models, often bare-chested and
in waterproof footwear, stomped and splashed
toward a blinding set light.
Matthew M Williams clearly wanted to make
a splash in his first standalone menswear show
since being appointed in 2020. But did the
American designer dive deep enough?
Here are some highlights of Wednesday’s
spring-summer 2023 shows:
Givenchy makes a shallow splash
This was the high-fashion Givenchy of Audrey
Hepburn in name only. Williams’ vision is
urban, sports-infused and pared down.
The American designer, the former collaborator of Lady Gaga and Kanye West, brought
his streetwear vibe again to the haute Paris
runway. The muse this season was the style of
Jamaican Reggae singer Alkaline, who worked
on the show soundtrack.
These looks were defined by long and loose
silhouettes, frayed hems, thick chains and fearsome facemasks. Observations from Williams’
past produced many of the looks. The bomber
jackets with laser-cut house logos that opened
the show were inspired by those the designer
used to admire in Harlem, New York. Elsewhere,
the street styles of California mixed with preppy styles, such as torn tailored pants.
Williams said of his collection backstage
that “everything is grounded in reality. I could
see the guy in each look existing on the street—
for me, that’s a really modern approach.”
But at times this everyday vibe let the collection down. For instance, one simple pink sweat
suit, worn open on a bare chest with a gold
chain, did not quite feel developed enough an
idea for the high fashion runway.
Still, the tailoring was strong throughout—as
expected for the house—for instance in one
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A model wears a creation as part of the Givenchy men’s Spring-Summer 2023 collection presented in Paris on Wednesday.
broad, ‘80s black tailored coat that cut a fine
shape.
Dior’s cruise spa
Marking haute couture week, Dior is reviving
a floating 19th-century spa that existed on an
elegant barge at the Pont-Neuf bridge.
The spa, which was called Bains de la
Samaritaine, was reputed to be Western

Europe’s most luxurious at the time and the
mother of modern luxury spas.
This season, Dior is teaming up with Cheval
Blanc Paris to create its own vision of the
cruising spa, with a capacity for five passengers in four suites for a two-hour journey
across the Seine River. It will run between June
29 and July 13.
The boat’s decor comprises rattan furniture

and parasols in blue toile de jouy, and Dior
pattern reinterpreted by current designer
Maria Grazia Chiuri,
Blue Marble breaks loose
Streetwear and tailoring collided in a melting-pot of a show by designer Anthony Alvarez,
who counts Justin Bieber among his clients.
Alvarez is one to watch--with his fashion rep-

Etudes takes the train
Design triumvirate Jose Lamali, Jeremie Egry
and Aurelien Arbet at Etudes used an abandoned railway on the outskirts of Paris as the
setting—and creative springboard—for an
urban-themed display.
It was the first in an upcoming series of
site-specific shows, which use a location, or an
environment, for design inspiration. Paris was
a logical starting point for this French brand—
albeit here the “lesser-known Paris” was what
the house said it was channelling. Guests
watched from the platform onto the Petite
Ceinture, or Little Belt, railway—a thirty-kilometre track circling the city.
Frayed white jeans, distressed denim, hiking
sneakers, industrial-looking baseball caps,
boiler suits and workman’s aprons mixed with
utilitarian toggles and straps. They seemed to
evoke disenfranchised ‘90s youth, who might
have wandered the disused rail tracks.
These urban references riffed nicely on tailoring. Loosely tailored jackets, with a boxy
‘80s silhouette, came above matching pants
that were cropped in a funky way below the
knee, leading to military-style boots.
— Associated Press
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