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Coalition partners
start seat-sharing
negotiations for polls

Inside
With House term nearing its
end, political parties are trying
to rush Rana impeachment
KATHMANDU: Even six months after
three ruling parties registered a
motion to impeach Chief Justice
Cholendra Shumsher Rana, the
impeachment proposal continues to
be in a state of limbo in Parliament.
On Thursday, just as the government
announced polls for November 20 to
elect a new Parliament, some ruling
party leaders said the House of
Representatives will now discuss the
motion. As many as 98 lawmakers
from the Nepali Congress, the CPN
(Maoist Centre) and the CPN (Unified
Socialist) on February 13 had registered the impeachment motion
against Rana, leading to his automatic suspension. “The impeachment
motion will move forward from the
next meeting of the lower house, or
the subsequent meeting,” Min
Bishwakarma, the Nepali Congress
(Details on Pg 3)
whip, told the Post.

Tough haggling expected among taskforce members
as the Nepali Congress seeks a bigger bite.
TIKA R PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, AUG 5

China scraps cooperation
with US over Taiwan spat
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People leap over a barricade set up at a zebra crossing near a pedestrian overbridge at New Baneshwar in Kathmandu on Friday.

Khadka set to visit China
as Nepal says following
developments in Taiwan
This will be first high-level visit to China since Sher
Bahadur Deuba became prime minister in July last year.

Bhandari to play AFC
Women’s Club Championship

ANIL GIRI

KATHMANDU: Nepali international footballer Sabitra Bhandari is all set to
join Women’s I-League side Gokulam
Kerala FC to play the AFC Women’s
Club Championship in Uzbekistan
from August 20 to 26. Bhandari, the
star forward of Nepal and all time
highest international scorer for
Nepal with 38 goals to her name, will
fly to join the Kerala-based side on
Saturday. The 26-year-old will also
become the first Nepali player to feature in the AFC Women’s Club
Championship, the premier women’s
inter-country club football tournament being organised by the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC). “It’s
like a dream come true to play the
biggest club football tournament
of Asia,” said Bhandari who was one
of the influential members of the
team when they claimed the league
title in the 2021-22 season. Before that,
she played one season for Sethu FC
and help them lift their maiden
(Details on Pg 7)
league title. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on
Friday announced Foreign Minister
Narayan Khadka’s visit to China as it
said it is closely following the developments in the Taiwan Strait in the
wake of US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s visit to the self-ruled island
earlier this week which has led Beijing
to make retaliatory moves.
Though the invitation was extended
on July 29, the government was undecided on the visit until Thursday as
tensions flared between China and the
United States over Taiwan soon after
Pelosi left Taipei.
In a statement, the Foreign Ministry
said Khadka will pay a three-day visit
to China on August 9-11 at the invitation of Chinese State Councillor and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi. This will be
first high-level visit to China since the
formation of the Sher Bahadur Deuba
government in July last year.
Officials said that a few rounds of
consultations have already been held
with the line ministries in order to

The ruling coalition has formed a task
force with a mandate to recommend
seat-sharing among partners by the
middle of this month for the upcoming general and provincial elections
set to be held on November 20.
On Friday, after deciding to contest
the polls under an alliance, the five
parties in the ruling coalition formed
an 11-member task force.
In the Nepali Congress-led coalition, the CPN (Maoist Centre), the
CPN (Unified Socialist), the Janata
Samajbadi Party and the Rastriya
Janamorcha are partners.
“The parties in the coalition have
decided to form a task force to split
seats among them for the upcoming
polls,” said Narayan Kaji Shrestha, a
senior Maoist Centre leader.
“It will come up with its recommendations in two weeks.”
The government on Thursday
announced general and provincial elections for November 20
(Sunday).
The task force has Krishna
Prasad Sitaula, Gagan Thapa
and
Gyanendra
Bahadur
Karki from the Congress;
Janardan
Shar ma
and
Barshaman Pun from the Maoist
Centre; Pramesh Hamal and
Beduram Bhusal from the
Unified Socialist; Ram Sahay
Prasad Yadav and Rakam
Chemjong from the Janata

Samajbadi Party; and Himlal Puri and
Ananda Sharma from the Rastriya
Janamorcha as members.
Friday’s meeting of the ruling coalition was attended by Poudel, Purna
Bahadur Khadka and Gyanendra
Bahadur Karki besides the prime minister from the Congress; Pushpa
Kamal Dahal, Narayan Kaji Shrestha
and Barshaman Pun from the Maoist
Centre; Madhav Nepal, Jhala Nath
Khanal and Pramesh Hamal from the
Unified Socialist; Upendra Yadav and
Rakam Chemjong from the Janata
Samajbadi Party; and Durga Poudel
from the Rastriya Janamorcha.
Seat-sharing among the five parties,
however, is not going to be easy for the
coalition partners, party leaders
admit. The five parties had jointly
fought the May 13 local elections, but
they could not agree on sharing seats
in all 753 local units.
They could forge agreements only
for around one third of local units,
saying that in other places there would
be “friendly competition”.
The Congress and the Maoist Centre
benefitted in the local polls, with the
Unified Socialist and the Janata
Samajbadi complaining that vote
transfers were not as they expected,
leading to their poor performance.
On November 20, Nepalis will vote
to elect 275 members for the House of
Representatives—165 under the firstpast-the-post (FPTP) election system
and 110 under the proportional representation (PR) system.
>> Continued on page 2
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BEIJING: China said on Friday it was
ending cooperation with the United
States on a litany of key issues
including climate change, anti-drug
efforts and military talks, as relations
between the two superpowers nosedive over Taiwan, AFP reported.
Beijing has reacted furiously to a
visit by US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi to Taiwan, which it claims as
its territory and has vowed to
retake—by force if necessary. It has
since Thursday encircled the selfruled, democratic island with a series
of huge military drills that have been
roundly condemned by the United
States and other Western allies. And
Friday saw its foreign ministry hit
back further against the United
States, suspending talks and cooperation on multiple agreements between
the two—including on climate
change. The world’s two largest polluters last year pledged to work
together to accelerate climate action,
and vowed to meet to “address the cli(Related report on Pg 6)
mate crisis”. 
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Foreign Minister Narayan Khadka
finalise the agenda of the visit as well
as the matters to take up with China.
During the visit, the Nepali side is
expected to push for an understanding
with China on the grant announced
during the visit of Chinese President
Xi Jinping in 2019, officials said.
President Xi, during his meeting
with President Bidya Devi Bhandari
in October 2019, had pledged Rs56 billion to expedite some infrastructure
projects selected by Nepal.
“Once we sign the grant agreement,
we’ll select projects and start technical and financial negotiations with
China,” a Finance Ministry official
said. There’s no specific visit agenda,
a Foreign Ministry official said.
>> Continued on page 2

Worsening food insecurity calls
for stress-tolerant seeds
Climate-resilient seeds can help sustain Nepal’s agricultural
productivity and crop development, experts say.
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Adapting agriculture to changing climatic conditions is need of the hour, officials say.
AAKRITI GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, AUG 5

From chemical fertiliser shortages
to lack of irrigation, farmers in
Nepal have been facing a multitude
of human-induced problems every
year. The most urgent concern is the

climate crisis.
Erratic weather patterns, untimely
and uneven rainfall and rapidly rising
temperatures have got farmers by the
scruff of their necks.
For the farmers, such dramatic climate change manifests in the form
of floods, droughts and landslides,

directly hitting their agriculture-dependent livelihoods. For the nation as
a whole, the climate crisis worsens
food insecurity.
The tales of the climate crisis are
petrifying. However, not all hope
is lost.
Interventions such as climate resilient seeds that are tolerant to extreme
climatic stresses like drought, flooding or submersion have been discovered and implemented in phases,
according to scientists, to help sustain
agricultural productivity.
“Due to the increasing climate
change impacts, farmers are facing
challenges to produce traditional
seeds used during normal situations,”
says AbduRahman Beshir Issa, seed
systems lead at the International
Maize and Wheat Improvement
Centre, South Asia Office.
“In Nepal, farmers are witnessing
both drought stress and excess moisture during the summer cropping season. In the spring season, high temperatures, coupled with drought stress,
make it difficult for normal seeds or
varieties to grow.”
>> Continued on page 5
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Workers fix an electric transformer at Janabahal in Kathmandu on Friday.

Failure to rehabilitate families displaced by
national park detrimental to humans, wildlife
While humans live in constant fear of wild animal attacks, the latter find their natural habitats disturbed by human activities.
BHAWANI BHATTA
KANCHANPUR, AUG 5

The Dakka camp is nestled amidst the
forests in one of the core areas of
Shuklaphanta National Park. The camp is
home to around 604 families displaced
during the construction and expansion of
the national park that started in 1977 and
concluded in 2007.
When the park expanded its eastern
front, dozens of settlements were displaced and around 5,200 families were
rehabilitated by the Ministry of Forest
and Environment. Hundreds of families
now reside in various camps—Dakka,
Tarapur and Lallare—set up inside the
park over the years. Among the displaced
camps, Dakka is the largest while Tarapur
camp houses 180 families and Lallare 13
families.
Living inside the camps is difficult and
unsafe, with the residents left with constant fear of wild animals which not only
threaten their lives but also destroy the
crops they grow. Meanwhile, the close
proximity in which humans and animals
live inside the park has not just affected
humans but also the wildlife.
While humans live in constant fear of
wild animal attacks, the latter find their
natural habitats disturbed by human
activities leading to frequent human-wildlife conflicts.
“Our life is hell inside the forest,” said
Hirasingh Bhandari, 65, who lives in the
Dakka camp. “We try to grow crops for
our own consumption but the animals get
to them before we do. When the elephants
enter the settlement, we forget about protecting the crops. We have to run for our
lives.”
One person was killed by an elephant in
the Dakka camp last year, according to
Bhandari.
After its expansion on the eastern side,
the Shuklaphanta National Park now
spreads across 305 sq km. Though it is
among the smaller national parks in
Nepal, it boasts as many as 36 tigers,
according to the latest census.

The presence of humans inside the
protected area has proved detrimental to
the growing tiger population, say
conservationists.
According to Lakshmiraj Joshi, chief
of the Shuklaphanta Conservation
Programme under the National Nature
Conservation Fund, the tiger density is
less on the east of the Chaudar river and
negligible in the expanded east zone. Most
of the tiger population is concentrated in
the original area of the national park,
Joshi said.
“Only a few of the big cats venture into
the expanded territory but they don’t settle there. They tend to come back to their
original habitat,” he said.
The presence of human settlements
inside the park area deters the tigers from
moving freely, Joshi added.
“Infrastructure development activities
inside the park area also affect the movement of tigers,” he said. “The second
phase of the Mahakali irrigation project
is underway and so is the construction of
the Kaluwapur-Belauri road section and
the East-West Highway. The construction

of the Mahakali irrigation project to the
north has divided the park into different
sections. This has hindered the movement
of wild animals inside the park area.”
Dakka and Tarapur camps sit between
Laljhadi Mohana Protected Area and
Shuklaphanta National Park. This narrow junction between the two protected
areas is the traditional route used by wild
animals but the presence of humans in
the bio-corridor has affected the
movement of wild animals, according to
Manoj Air, assistant conservation officer
of the park.
Earlier, herds of elephants migrating
from Dudhuwa National Park of India
through Laljhadi forest would make their
way back within a month or two of their
arrival but in the past few years they haven’t been able to return because their traditional route is blocked by human settlements. “This is why elephants are increasingly entering human settlements and
wreaking havoc,” said Air.
According to Air, officials from the
Pilibhit Tiger Reserve in India have also
reported an increase in elephant-human

Post Photo: BHAWANI BHATTA

When Shuklaphanta National Park extended its eastern front, dozens of settlements were displaced
and around 5,200 families were rehabilitated by the Ministry of Forest and Environment.

confrontations. “The traditional bio-corridor has been encroached upon by
human settlements,” Air said. “The elephants find humans in their path and end
up destroying huts and attacking people.”
The park lies close to the Indian border
and is thus located strategically close to
Indian national parks and tiger reserves
like the Dudhwa and Jim Corbett national
parks and Pilibhit Tiger Reserve and
Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary, a tiger
reserve, which lies contiguous to the
south of Shuklaphanta.
The encroachment of the eastern front
of the park by humans has deterred the
growth of forests too, Air said. “People
have started cultivating forest land and
have taken up agriculture. They rear livestock in the forest which become easy
prey to wild animals,” he said.
So far, 31 commissions and working
groups have been formed for the rehabilitation of those displaced during the
expansion of the reserve. But none of
these groups has found rehabilitation
solutions with a majority of them spending their time deciding the actual number
of the displaced.
According to data submitted by the 28th
commission, there are 1,480 families
who need rehabilitation whereas the
previous commission put the number at
2,473 families.
The 30th commission recommended
providing 10 kathas of land or Rs6 million
compensation to the displaced families
but that recommendation is yet to be
implemented.
The 31st commission was formed a
week ago. But the displaced have very little faith in the latest commission. “The
election is near so they have formed
another commission once again. I don’t
have any hope of rehabilitation or compensation anymore,” said Manbir Oda, 50,
who lives in the Dakka camp. “They could
have used the money invested in forming
commissions and groups for the direct
benefit of the displaced. But they choose
to waste it on forming commissions and
organising meetings.”

>> Continued from page 1
Simultaneously, 550 members for the seven provincial
assemblies will be elected—330
under the direct election
system and 220 under the PR
system.
The Congress wants to keep
at least 100 seats, out of the 165
directly elected to the House,
for itself while the coalition
partners are seeking at least 80
for them.
Senior Congress leader Ram
Chandra Poudel, who is also
the coordinator of the high-level political mechanism, said if
his party fails to get 100 of 165
FPTP seats, it would be difficult for the coalition to defeat
the CPN-UML.
After emerging as the first
party from the local elections,
the Nepali Congress is aiming
to win a majority by keeping
the current coalition intact. In
2017, the Maoist Centre had
fought elections under an alliance with the UML, reducing
the Congress to 23 seats under
the FPTP category.
The UML had emerged as
the largest party with a total of
121 seats—80 under the FPTP
category and 41 under the PR
system. The Congress had won
40 seats under the PR system,
in an indication that their vote
shares were almost equal.
The Maoist Centre had won
53 seats—36 under the FPTP
category and 17 under the PR
system. In 2017, the Unified
Socialist did not exist, as it was
formed in August last year by
Madhav Nepal after splitting
from the UML. Therefore, its
vote base is not clear.
“The coalition decided to
form a task force because we
saw
some
problems
in
seat-sharing during the local
polls,” said Beduram Bhusal,
general secretary of the
Unified Socialist who is also a
member of the task force.
“We will discuss the process,
basis and modality so that
seats can be shared among the
partners in a fair manner.”
There is no clarity on what
Baburam Bhattarai, who has
recently launched his Nepal
Samajbadi Party after being
expelled from the Janata
Samajbadi, will do—whether
his party will go to the polls on
its own or in alliance with the
ruling coalition.
Insiders say if the Maoist
Centre and the Unified
Socialist make a sub-alliance
of communist forces, Bhattarai
could join them.
“We are yet to give a concrete shape to our new party, so
we didn’t join the coalition
meeting today,” said Ganga
Narayan Shrestha, a senior
leader of the Nepal Samajbadi
Party.
“Once we form our central
committee on Saturday, we will
discuss other issues, including
whether to be a part of the
ruling coalition.”
Shrestha said his party preferred to be part of the ruling
coalition but since the coalition partners have already
formed a task force of their
own, his party will have to
think differently.
“We will discuss the issue
after the formation of the central committee on Saturday,”
Shrestha told the Post.
A member of the task
force representing the Janata
Rakam
Samajbadi
Party,
Chemjong, also said the

modality will be developed
through
discussions
in
the task force. He said it
was obvious that his party
would demand more than its
current strength. At the
moment, the party has 19 lawmakers among whom at least
two—Bhattarai and Mahendra
Rai Yadav—have decided to
join the Nepal Samajbadi
Party.
“We will first deliberate on
the modality within our party
before discussing it at the task
force,” said Ram Sahay Yadav,
a member of the task force
representing
the
Janata
Samajbadi Party.
According to leaders of the
parties in the ruling coalition,
member parties would be
assigned the same constituencies which they had won in the
2017 elections, and the
constituencies won by the
UML would be shared among
the partners.
However, Congress leaders
have said they would lay
claim to a majority of the
UML-won constituencies as
the party had won only 23
seats under the FPTP system
in 2017.
The main opposition CPNUML has been trying to break
the alliance but Maoist Centre
leaders say that they could
only think of forging electoral
alliance with the UML if its
chairman, KP Sharma Oli,
apologises for dissolving the
parliament twice. Since the
ruling coalition is set to continue the electoral alliance
even for the upcoming general
elections, the party has been
campaigning
widely
and
aggressively.
“Our leaders are already on
the campaign trail,” said Subas
Nembang.
Some senior UML leaders
have expressed dissatisfaction
at the role of Oli saying that
he made no effort to bring
the Maoist Centre back to
their fold.
“It’s the responsibility of the
party chairman to make a
move to ensure that the party
wins maximum seats in the
upcoming polls but he seems
uninterested,” said an office
bearer of the party asking not
to be named fearing retribution. “We have no proper agenda and the chairman has not
even called a meeting to discuss the party’s poll prospects.”
The UML has been reaching
out to Maoist leaders and has
already conveyed a message
that it is ready to give 40 percent seats and prime ministership to Dahal, but the Maoist
Centre chair hopes his party
will win the second largest
number of seats—after the
Congress.
“If the Maoist Centre joins
hands with us, Dahal’s
premiership will be secure and
they will also get a better share
compared to the existing alliance,” said Sher Bahadur
Tamang, a Standing Committee
member close to Oli.
“Politics is a game of
possibilities and the UML has
its own strategies.”
Tamang said his party could
join hands with all progressive, nationalist and democratic forces.
“We have been making allout preparations to contest the
polls alone for now,” Tamang
told the Post.

Khadka set to visit China as Nepal says following developments in Taiwan
>> Continued from page 1
“In line with Wang’s visit to Nepal in
March, we’ll continue talks on matters
including trade, commerce, border and
boundary, and review the status of the
Chinese-funded projects and discuss
pushing projects under the Belt and
Road Initiative.”
The two ministers [Khadka and
Wang] will hold bilateral talks, leading
their respective delegations on August
10 in Qingdao, according to a statement
by the Foreign Ministry.
Khadka’s visit to China follows two
back-to-back visits from China in
March and July—by Foreign Minister
Wang and Liu Jianchao, head of the
international department of the
Chinese Communist Party.
In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying said that
China and Nepal are good neighbours,
good friends and good partners.
“Nepal Foreign Minister Khadka’s
visit to China is a return visit to
State Councillor and Foreign Minister
Wang Yi’s visit to Nepal in March. The
foreign ministers of the two countries
exchanged visits in less than half a
year, which reflects the mutual trust
and friendship between China and
Nepal,” Hua said during a regular press
briefing on Friday.
“The Chinese side looks forward to

further strengthening strategic communication with the Nepali side
through this visit, firmly supporting
each other, and promoting the continuous development and prosperity of the
China-Nepalese strategic partnership
of friendship for generations.”
The visit is taking place days after
the Chinese ambassador to Nepal, Hou
Yanqi, issued a statement in Kathmandu
over Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan, calling it a
serious violation of the one-China principle and hailing Nepal’s commitment
to one-China policy.
“We believe that Nepal will continue
to abide by the one-China principle
and understand and support China’s
legitimate and justified position and
work together with China to defend
each other’s sovereignty, security and
territorial integrity,” Hou said in the
statement.
On Friday, Sewa Lamsal, the Foreign
Ministry spokesperson, at a regular
press briefing, reiterated Nepal’s commitment to one-China policy, adding
that Nepal is closely following the developments in the Taiwan Strait.
“Since Nepal is a peace-loving country, we stand for world peace,” said
Lamsal.
“Both Nepal and China support each
other’s sovereignty, territorial integrity
and independence. We are committed to

the one-China policy.”
China considers Taiwan as part of its
territory and has condemned the US
official’s visit to the island as a violation of the one-China principle. China
has continued to fire missiles into the
waters surrounding Taiwan.
Earlier on Friday, Home Minister Bal
Krishna Khand conveyed to Chinese
Ambassador Hou that Nepal is committed to the one-China policy and will not
allow its soil to be used against its
neighbours.
Khand and Hou discussed the latest
situation in the Taiwan Strait and possible Chinese assistance for disaster
preparedness in Nepal, according to
Khand’s private secretariat.
Both the US and China have been
Nepal’s long-time friends with decades
of diplomatic ties.
However, in recent times both seem
to have attempted to make a renewed
push for their engagements with Nepal,
as Kathmandu risks falling into a geopolitical quagmire should it fail to tread
carefully, experts say.
In February, Beijing had warned
Washington against “coercive diplomacy” in Nepal as politicians in
Kathmandu debated over parliamentary ratification of the Millennium
Challenge Corporation compact, a $500
million US grant.

Nepal ratified the grant agreement in
February-end. A month later, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang visited
Kathmandu.
Since the MCC compact ratification,
there has been a flurry of visits from
the United States to Nepal, with the
recent one by Assistant Secretary of
State Donald Lu on July 28.
In May, US Under Secretary for civilian security, democracy, human rights
Uzra Zeya during her visit to Nepal
made rounds of some Tibetan camps in
Kathmandu and held talks with Tibetan
refugee leaders, something about which
Beijing has always been sensitive.
Zeya is also the special coordinator
for Tibetan issues of the Biden administration.
Tanka Karki, former Nepali ambassador to China, said that Nepal should
be careful about possible ramifications
as the global order is shaking.
“We have to reap maximum benefits
from our immediate neighbours but at
the same time we cannot undermine
the West,” said Karki.
“Since a new kind of tension and
confrontation has emerged between
stable and rising forces, we have to
tread carefully.”
“The old global order is on the verge
of tipping over and there is a struggle
going on to create a new global order.

What is most important now is we have
to take maximum benefit from India
and China, winning their confidence by
not playing one against the other. We
should stick to the non-alignment and
other stated policies,” said Karki.
As a reciprocal visit from Nepal to
the United States, Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s trip to Washington
was also being considered for mid-July
but according to sources it was put on
hold “for the time being”.
Though an invitation was extended
in April, controversy erupted over
Nepal’s participation in the US government’s State Partnership Program,
with politicians from across the
political spectrum calling on the Deuba
government not to be part of any military and security alliance. Coalition
partners advised Deuba to put the visit
on hold.
Hours before meeting with Lu on
July 29, Foreign Minister Khadka told
Parliament that Nepal wrote to the US
government on July 25, stating that it
won’t be part of the SPP.
The SPP was not on the agenda during Lu’s meetings with Deuba and
Khadka. There has not been any bilateral visit by a sitting prime minister to
the United States in two decades since
2002 when Deuba as then prime minister had flown to Washington.
C M Y K
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Police and Lalitpur
With House term nearing end, parties
Metropolitan City in
are trying to rush Rana impeachment
jurisdiction dispute over UML and ruling coalition lawmakers say time is too short for probing and putting the motion to vote.
road traffic management
BINOD GHIMIRE

KATHMANDU, AUG 5

Kathmandu Valley Traffic Police Office says City can’t
impose traffic rules unilaterally. Experts agree.

Post Photo

Lalitpur Mayor Chiri Babu Maharjan stands in the rain with an umbrella to impose an
8am-8pm ban on four-wheelers on the Bhanimandal-Ekantakuna road on Tuesday.
ANUP OJHA
KATHMANDU, AUG 5

A jurisdiction dispute over vehicular
traffic management has started
between the Kathmandu Valley
Traffic Police Office and the Lalitpur
Metropolitan City.
On Tuesday, traffic police removed
the one-way sign post placed at
Ekantakuna, where the City had last
week imposed a one-way traffic rule
on the Nakkhu-Ekantakuna road
section citing increasing traffic jams
and accidents.
Lalitpur Mayor Chiri Babu
Maharjan immediately reached the
place, and reprimanded the traffic
police personnel. He called up Nepal
Police Inspector General Dhiraj
Pratap Singh and said: “Don’t disturb
me at my work.”
“The police removed the board
without informing us,” said Maharjan,
claiming that the City’s traffic management falls under his jurisdiction.
Earlier, the City imposed one-way
rule on ten various road sections,
Maharjan added. According to the
Lalitpur Metropolis, it has deployed 24
municipal police at different road sections to help ease traffic jams and to
enforce the one-way rule.

Lalitpur mayor says
he will backtrack if
the City’s new
traffic rules are
impractical.
Officials at the Kathmandu Valley
Traffic Police Office, however, say
they consider the City’s decision to
unilaterally impose one-way rule as a
breach of their jurisdiction and
removed the board as directed by
Inspector General Singh.
Lalitpur on July 26 imposed oneway rule on the Nakkhu-Ekantakuna
section between 8am and 8pm and at
three
other
places
including
Bakhundole, Patan Dhoka, and
Bhanimandal. Before this, the City
imposed one-way rule at Mangalbazar,
Patan Dhoka, Lagankhel, Tangahal
and
Patan
Sundhara,
among
other areas.
“The police didn’t do anything to
resolve the traffic jams in those areas
and when we stepped in, they are
complaining about a breach of
jurisdiction,” said Maharjan.
But the Valley Traffic Police Office
says Lalitpur Metropolis did not conduct proper consultations with them
before unilaterally imposing new
traffic rules.
“Our main focus is to resolve traffic

jams and reduce accidents,” said Mira
Chaudhari, deputy inspector general
of the Kathmandu Valley Traffic
Police Office.
She said Lalitpur had written to the
Valley Police just two days before
implementing the one-way rule at
various locations.
“Don’t we need time for an assessment?”
Chaudhari
questioned.
“Lalitpur’s
announcement
was
haphazard, and it has created more
problems.”
She cited the example of the City’s
imposition of one-way rule in the
Bakhundole area and said that affects
traffic on the main road at
Kandevtasthan and the Sanepa area.
“Their rule has caused similar problems in many places,” said Chaudhari.
Mayor Maharjan, however, claims
his office’s decision has provided
relief to the locals and commuters.
“After we made road sections at
Bakhundole and Ekantakuna one-way,
many people expressed relief. Qatar’s
ambassador to Nepal called me up and
thanked me,” said Maharjan.
Maharjan, however, said the City is
ready to backtrack on its decision if
the new rule is unscientific or has
troubled the public.
Transportation and traffic engineers say the jurisdiction dispute
would not arise if the two authorities
worked in a coordinated manner.
“If only the City had consulted the
traffic police, the Department of
Roads, and traffic engineers, it could
have brought about a lasting
solution,” said Ashish Gajurel, a
transport engineer.
Before enforcing one-way rule, they
should study its impact on the main
road, he said.
“Because traffic jams have a ripple
effect across the Valley roads,” said
Gajurel.
Khim Lal Devkota, an expert on
federalism and local governance and a
National Assembly member, blamed
the central government for concentrating all the powers in itself, even
when there are multiple layers of
government.
If the central government had given
the responsibility of roads, water supply and other infrastructure to the
local government, it would have been
more effective, said Devkota.
Senior Advocate Chandra Kanta
Gyawali says it is the federal government’s responsibility to manage road
traffic and the local governments
should play the role of a facilitator.
“Local governments should work in
coordination with the federal government to provide relief to citizens,”
said Gyawali.
“Local governments can’t deploy
municipal police to manage road traffic. Traffic police are deployed under
the federal government and they are
trained for the work,” said Gyawali.

Even six months after three ruling
parties registered a motion to impeach
Chief Justice Cholendra Shumsher
Rana, the impeachment proposal continues to be in a state of limbo in
Parliament.
On Thursday, just as the government announced polls for November
20 to elect a new Parliament, some
ruling party leaders said the House of
Representatives will now discuss the
motion.
As many as 98 lawmakers from the
Nepali Congress, the CPN (Maoist
Centre) and the CPN (Unified Socialist)
on February 13 had registered the
impeachment motion against Rana,
leading to his automatic suspension.
“The impeachment motion will
move forward from the next meeting
of the lower house, or the subsequent
meeting,” Min Bishwakarma, the
Nepali Congress whip, told the Post.
“The impeachment motion is the business of the current House. It needs to
be discussed and finalised without
further delay.”
An impeachment recommendation
committee was formed on March 6
after the motion was registered but it
has yet to discuss the matter.
Talking to the Post, Pushpa Bhusal,
the recently elected deputy Speaker,
said since the impeachment motion is
the business of the incumbent House,
it needs to be discussed and finalised
by the same House.
“The motion will be first discussed
in the House before it is sent to
the impeachment recommendation
committee,” said Bhusal.
But whether the impeachment
motion can be finalized by the House
remains a concern.
Parties have tentatively agreed on
keeping the House alive until a day
before nominations for the November
20 elections are filed.
Chief
Election Commissioner
Dinesh Thapaliya said on Thursday
that candidacy registration will begin
immediately after Dashain (by
mid-October). This will mean the
House will have a little over two
months to discuss the impeachment
motion, then send it to the impeachment recommendation committee to
investigate the charges—there are 29
allegations altogether—and submit its
report to the House which then has to
vote on the recommendation.
As per Rule 161 (2) of the Regulation
of House of Representatives, the

Speaker can present the motion for
deliberations in the House seven days
from the date of its registration. Had
the process moved smoothly, the
motion could have been tabled in the
House on February 20. However,
neither the Speaker nor the ruling
parties showed interest to forward it.
Rule 163 of the regulation allows a
maximum of three months for the
recommendation committee to investigate the charges. It can get one week
more if it wants to conduct further
investigation.
“The Parliament would have
already voted on the motion by now,
following all due process, if the ruling
parties and the Speaker really wanted,” Dinesh Tripathi, chairperson of
the Constitutional Lawyers’ Forum,
told the Post. “The ruling parties have
misused the constitutional provision
of impeachment by delaying action on
the motion.”
Article 101 (2) of the constitution
says one fourth of the members of
Parliament can register an impeachment motion against any official holding a constitutional position on the
ground of failing to perform duty
effectively or working against the constitution or seriously violating their
code of conduct.
The 11-member recommendation
committee includes Bishnu Poudel,
Lalbabu
Pandit,
Shiva
Maya
Tumbahangphe and Krishna Bhakta
Pokharel from the CPN-UML; Min
Bishwarkarma and Ram Bahadur
Bista from the Nepali Congress;
Yashoda Subedi and Rekha Sharma
from the Maoist Centre; Ekbal Miya
from the Loktantrik Samajbadi Party;
Kalyani Kumari Khadka from the
CPN (Unified Socialist); and Pramod
Sah from the Janata Samajbadi Party.
UML lawmakers say by planning to
forward the impeachment motion for
discussions after the election
announcement, the ruling parties are
trying to show they at least tried to
finalise the motion.
“We have been saying that the
motion was registered with the sole
intention of suspending Rana. The
ruling parties have proved this by
delaying in tabling the motion in the
House,” Pokharel, a UML lawmaker in
the recommendation committee who
also is a senior advocate, told the Post.
“I believe the motion can still be put to
vote within the remaining time of the
House. However, I don’t think the ruling parties actually want that.”
The UML lawmakers, however, say
as all lawmakers will be in election
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Suspended Chief Justice Cholendra Shumsher Rana.
mood now onwards, the recommendation committee is unlikely to carry out
its task smoothly in a short time.
“They should have forwarded
the motion before announcing the
election date,” said Pokharel.
Unless there is UML support, the
motion, however, is set to fail. To
impeach Rana, the motion needs to be
endorsed by a two-thirds majority (181
votes) of the current 271-strong House.
The ruling coalition has 153 votes.
Similarly, Loktantrik Samajbadi Party
with 13 lawmakers had extended its
support to Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba during the vote of
confidence. The coalition will have 164

votes if Loktantrik Samajbadi stands
in favour of the motion. However, 17
more votes will be required for the
endorsement of the motion.
The main opposition has 98
lawmakers in the House.
Even ruling party lawmakers agree
that there is a time constraint in probing the changes against Rana and
putting the motion to vote.
“I think the House will function
until before Dashain (third week of
October). We don’t have enough time,”
said Bishwakarma. “However, if there
is consensus among all the parties we
can complete the probe and put the
motion to vote before the House ends.”
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Children take karate lessons from an instructor at a futsal court in Naxal, Kathmandu on Friday

Three 220kV substations come into operation in eastern Nepal
These stations would improve voltage, enhance the quality of power supply, and resolve tripping problem, Nepal Electricity Authority says.
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, AUG 5

The Nepal Electricity Authority
brought three 220kV substations in
eastern Nepal into operation on
Thursday. These substations will enable the transmission of power from
projects developed in the hilly regions
of Province 1.
Of the three substations, one is
located at Inaruwa in Sunsari district
and the remaining two at Tumlingtar
and Baneshwar in Sankhuwasabha
district, according to the power utility.
Along with the operation of these
substations, the 220kV Inaruwa-

Tumlingtar transmission line, which
is a part of the Koshi Corridor
Transmission Line Project, was also
charged, the power utility said, adding
that these substations would improve
the voltage of power and enhance the
quality of electricity supply.
“There was the issue of voltage and
tripping (shutting off of the electrical
flow to protect the circuit from overheating) in electricity supply in the
Morang-Sunsari Industrial Corridor as
electricity was being supplied through
the Sunsari-based Duhabi substation
only,” Kul Man Ghising, managing
director of the Authority said in the
statement. “Tripping was a recurrent

issue in electricity supplied from
power projects in Sankhuwasabha,
Bhojpur and Tehrathum. The operation of the new substations will resolve
these problems.”
Ghising said electricity coming
through the Koshi corridor could also
be exported to India through the
Dhalkebar substation in Dhanusha in
the Madhesh province. A 23-km 132kV
transmission line from Inaruwa to
Biratnagar and additional substations
along this transmission line are also
under construction to improve the
electricity supply in the SunsariMorang industrial corridor, the
Authority said. The industrial corri-

dor houses around 5,000 factories
which provide direct employment to
around 50,000 people.
The Inaruwa-based substation was
built with the financial assistance
from the World Bank while the government took loans from the Indian
Exim Bank to build the other two
substations in Sankhuwasabha.
The electricity generated by the projects constructed on the Arun and
Tamor rivers and their tributaries
will be evacuated through the Koshi
Corridor transmission line and sent to
the Inaruwa substation, according to
the Nepal Electricity Authority.
The Authority has signed power

purchase agreements with the developers of 357 projects whose combined
installed capacity is 6,366MW, according to the power utility body. Energy
Minister Pampha Bhusal early this
week said that the projects with a
combined capacity of 3,200MW are
currently under construction.
But constructing transmission lines
to evacuate power from these projects
has emerged as a major challenge
with local obstructions and prolonged
court cases, according to the officials
of the Authority.
Dirghayu Kumar Shrestha, chief of
the Transmission Line Directorate
told the Post in March: “Acquiring

land for transmission towers and the
right of way for transmission lines is
difficult because they cover several
districts. There has been a tendency
among the local people to create
problems,” said Shrestha.
According to him, getting the right
of way for transmission lines is one of
the major challenges.
“Landowners don’t get full compensation for the right of way,” said
Shrestha. “The value of the land with
transmission lines running overhead
decreases sharply because such land
cannot be used for any other purpose
than farming. Banks also don’t accept
such land as collateral.”
C M Y K
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China sanctions Pelosi, sends 100 warplanes to drills

India bids to sell fighter jets
to Malaysia, says six other
countries interested

In Tokyo, where Pelosi is winding up her Asia trip, she says China cannot stop US officials from visiting Taiwan.

NEW DELHI: India has offered to sell 18
light-combat aircraft (LCA) “Tejas” to
Malaysia, the defence ministry said
on Friday, adding that Argentina,
Australia, Egypt, the United States,
Indonesia, and the Philippines were
also interested in the single-engine
jet. The Indian government last year
gave a $6 billion contract to stateowned Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd for
83 of the locally produced Tejas jets
for delivery starting around 2023—
four decades after it was first
approved in 1983. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government, keen to
reduce India’s reliance on foreign
defence equipment, has also been
making diplomatic efforts to export
the jets. The Tejas has been beset by
design and other challenges, and was
once rejected by the Indian Navy as
too heavy.

Ukrainian frontline city
imposes weekend curfew to
root out collaborators
KYIV: Ukraine’s southern frontline
city of Mykolaiv will impose an unusually long curfew from late Friday to
early Monday morning as authorities
try to catch people collaborating
with Russia, the region’s governor
said. Vitaliy Kim, governor of the
Mykoliav region, told residents
the curfew running from 11 pm
(2000 GMT) Friday to 5 am Monday
did not mean the city was under
threat or facing a looming attack.
“There’s no sign of an encirclement.
The city will be closed for the weekend. Please be understanding. We are
also working on collaborators.
Districts will undergo checks,” Kim
said on Telegram.

Iran and US try to salvage
2015 nuclear deal in Vienna
VIENNA: Iran and the United States
held indirect talks in Vienna on
Friday in a last ditch effort to reinstate a 2015 nuclear deal, Iranian
state media reported. Few expect a
breakthrough. Each side has called
on the other to compromise, while
Tehran’s nuclear programme surges
forward. Reuters, citing one Iranian
and one European official, reported
in June that Tehran had dropped its
demand for the removal of its
Revolutionary Guards from
Washington’s sanctions list. (AGENCIES)

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BEIJING, AUG 5

China said Friday that more than 100
warplanes and 10 warships have taken
part in live-fire military drills surrounding Taiwan over the past two
days, while announcing sanctions on
US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi over
her visit to the self-governing island
earlier this week.
The official Xinhua News Agency
said on Friday that fighters, bombers,
destroyers and frigates were all used
in what it called “joint blockage operations” taking place in six zones off
the coast of Taiwan, which China
claims as its own territory.
The military’s Eastern Theatre
Command also fired new versions of
missiles it said hit unidentified
targets in the Taiwan Strait “with
precision.”
The Rocket Force also fired projectiles over Taiwan into the Pacific,
military officers told state media, in a
major ratcheting up of China’s threats
to attack and invade the island.
The drills, which Xinhua described
as being held on an “unprecedented
scale,” are China’s response to a visit
this week by Pelosi to Taiwan. The
speaker is the highest ranking US politician to visit Taiwan in 25 years.
China announced unspecified sanctions on Pelosi and her family. Such
sanctions are generally mostly symbolic in nature.
A Chinese Foreign Ministry statement said that Pelosi had disregarded
China’s serious concerns and resolute
opposition to her visit. It called
Pelosi’s visit provocative and said it
undermines China’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity.
China opposes Taiwan having its
own engagements with foreign governments. On the Chinese coast across
from Taiwan, tourists gathered on
Friday to try to catch a glimpse of any
military aircraft heading toward the
exercise area.
Fighter jets could be heard flying
overhead and tourists taking photos
chanted, “Let’s take Taiwan back,”
looking out into the blue waters of the
Taiwan Strait from Pingtan island, a
popular scenic spot in Fujian province. Pelosi’s visit stirred emotions
among the Chinese public and the
government’s response “makes us feel
our motherland is very powerful and
gives us confidence that the return of
Taiwan is the irresistible trend,” said
Wang Lu, a tourist from the neighbouring Zhejiang province.

AP/RSS

Taiwan Air Force Mirage fighter jets taxi on a runway at an airbase in Hsinchu, Taiwan on Friday. 
China is a “powerful country and it
will not allow anyone to offend its
own territory,” said Liu Bolin, a
high school student who is visiting
the island.
His mother, Zheng Zhidan, was
somewhat more circumspect.
“We are compatriots and we hope to
live in peace,” Zheng said. “We should
live peacefully with each other.”
China’s insistence that Taiwan is its
territory and threat to use force to
bring it under its control has featured
highly in ruling Communist Party
propaganda, the education system and
the entirely state-controlled media for
the more than seven decades since the
sides divided amid civil war in 1949.
Island residents overwhelmingly
favour maintaining the status quo of
de facto independence and reject
China’s demands that Taiwan unify
with the mainland under Communist
control.
On Friday morning, China sent military ships and war planes across the
mid-line of the Taiwan Strait, the
Taiwanese Defence Ministry said,
crossing what had for decades been an

China calls her visit
provocative and says
it undermines its
sovereignty and
territorial integrity.
unofficial buffer zone between China
and Taiwan.
Five of the missiles fired by China
since the military exercises began on
Thursday landed in Japan’s Exclusive
Economic Zone off Hateruma, an
island far south of Japan’s main
islands, Japanese Defence Minister
Nobuo Kishi said. He said Japan protested the missile landings to China as
“serious threats to Japan’s national
security and the safety of the Japanese
people.”
Japan’s Defence Ministry later said
they believe the other four missiles,
fired from China’s southeastern coast
of Fujian, flew over Taiwan.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida said on Friday that China’s
military exercises aimed at Taiwan
represent
a
“grave
problem”
that threatens regional peace and
security.
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying said China’s
actions were in line with “international law and international practices,”
though she provided no evidence.
“As for the Exclusive Economic
Zone, China and Japan have not carried out maritime delimitation in relevant waters, so there is no such thing
as an EEZ of Japan,” Hua told reporters at a daily briefing.
In Tokyo, where Pelosi is winding
up her Asia trip, she said China cannot stop US officials from visiting
Taiwan. Speaking after breakfast with
Pelosi and her congressional delegation, Kishida said the missile launches need to be “stopped immediately.”
China said it summoned European
diplomats in the country to
protest statements issued by the
Seven nations and
Group of
the European Union criticising threat-

Ukraine wants shipping safe passage North Korea marks end of
first Covid-19 wave
deal extended beyond grain
After five months of fighting, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy this week
described the pressure his armed forces were under in the eastern Donbas region as ‘hell’.

REUTERS

Ukrainian service members fire a shell from a towed howitzer FH-70 at a front line, as Russia’s
attack on Ukraine continues, in Donbas Region, Ukraine. 
REUTERS
ISTANBUL/KYIV, AUG 5

Three grain ships left Ukrainian ports
on Friday while the first inbound
cargo vessel since Russia’s invasion
was due in Ukraine later in the day to
load, as Kyiv called for the safe passage deal to be extended to other cargoes such as metals.
The July 22 deal marked a rare diplomatic breakthrough as war rages in
eastern Ukraine, with Kyiv trying to
rebuild its shattered economy after
more than five months of conflict.
“We expect that the security guarantees of our partners from the U.N.
and Turkey will continue to work, and
food exports from our ports will
become stable and predictable for all
market participants,” Ukrainian
Infrastructure Minister Oleksandr
Kubrakov said on Facebook after the
ships set off.
The first grain ship left Odesa on
Monday.
“This agreement is about logistics,
about the movement ofvessels through
the Black Sea,” Ukrainian Deputy
Economy Minister Taras Kachka told
Financial Times. “What’s the difference between grain and iron ore?”
The Kremlin said a solution can
only be found if linked to lifting

restrictions on Russian metal
producers.
The United Nations and Turkey brokered the safe passage deal between
Moscow and Kyiv after U.N. warnings
of outbreaks of famine due to grain
shipments from Ukraine being halted.
Russian President Vladimir Putin
sent troops into Ukraine on February
24, sparking the biggest conflict in
Europe since World War Two and fuelling a global energy and food crisis.
On Friday, two grain ships set off
from Chornomorsk and one from
Odesa, carrying a total of about 58,000
tonnes of corn, the Turkish defence
ministry said.
The Turkish bulk carrier Osprey S,
flying the flagof Liberia, was expected
to arrive in Chornomorsk on Friday to
load up with grain, the regional
administration of Odesa said.
Russia and Ukraine traditionally
produce about one third of global
wheat and Russia is Europe’s main
energy supplier.
But Russia said on Friday it might
not reach its expected harvest of 130
million tonnes of grain due to weather
factors and a lack of spare parts for
foreign-made equipment.
Ukraine’s grain exports were down
48.6 percent year on year at 1.23 million tonnes so far this season, its agri-

culture ministry said.
After five months of fighting,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy this week described the
pressure his armed forces were under
in the eastern Donbas region as “hell”.
Moscow is seeking to control the
largely Russian-speaking Donbas,
comprised of Luhansk and Donetsk
provinces, where pro-Moscow separatists seized territory after the Kremlin
annexed Crimea to the south in 2014.
Zelenskiy spoke of fierce fighting
around the town of Avdiivka and the
fortified village of Pisky, where
Ukraine has acknowledged its Russian
foe’s “partial success” in recent days.
Russia’s TASS news agency cited
separatist forces as saying Russian
and pro-Russian forces had taken full
control of Pisky.
They also said that fighting was
taking place in the city of Bakhmut,
north of Donetsk.
Ukraine has spent the last eight
years fortifying defensive positions in
Pisky, seeing it as a buffer zone against
Russian-backed
forces
holding
Donetsk city about 10 km to the southeast.
Ukrainian General Oleksiy Hromov
said his forces had retaken two villages around the eastern city of Sloviansk
but had been pushed back to the town
of Avdiivka after being forced to abandon a coal mine regarded as an important defensive position.
The Russian defence ministry confirmed its offensive.
Reuters could not immediately verify either side’s assertions about battlefield developments.
The war has displaced millions,
killed thousands of civilians and left
cities, towns and villages in rubble.
Ukraine and its Western allies have
accused Russian forces of targeting
civilians and war crimes, charges
Russia rejects.
Putin said he launched what he
calls a “special military operation” in
Ukraine to ensure Russian security
and protect Russian-speakers in
Ukraine. Kyiv accuses Moscow of an
imperial-style war to retake a
pro-Western neighbour that shook off
Russian domination when the Soviet
Union broke up in 1991.
NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg said on Thursday the war
was the most dangerous moment for
Europe since World War Two and
Russia must not be allowed to win.

Has never confirmed how many people caught the virus.
REUTERS
SEOUL, AUG 5

North Korea on Friday said all of its
fever patients have recovered, marking the end of its first wave of the
coronavirus pandemic, but challenges
linger with economic hardships deepening and an unvaccinated population
exposed to future resurgences, analysts said.
While state media said the “anti-epidemic situation ... has entered a definite phase of stability”, rather than
boasting of victory, North Korea said
it would “redouble efforts to maintain
perfection in the execution of state
anti-epidemic policies”.
The reclusive country has never
confirmed how many people caught
Covid-19, apparently lacking testing
supplies. But it said around 4.77
million fever patients have fully
recovered and 74 died since late April.
It has reported no new fever cases
since July 30.
South Korean officials and medical
experts have cast doubts on those figures, especially the number of deaths.
Shin Young-jeon, a professor at
Hanyang University’s medical school
in Seoul, said while the peak of the
first Covid wave may have passed, the
stated fatalities were nearly “impossible” and there could be up to 50,000
deaths.
“Their success, if any, should lie in
the fact that the outbreak didn’t lead

to a political or social chaos. Whether
their Covid response was successful
was another problem.”
South Korea’s Unification Minister
Kwon Young-se, responsible for
inter-Korean affairs, said this week
there were “credibility issues” with
the North’s data but the Covid
situation seemed “somewhat under
control.”
In a sign of easing outbreaks, the
ruling Workers’ Party hosted a large,
mask-free event in late July, inviting
hundreds of Korean War veterans.
The national football league kicked
off its season this week following a
three-year halt, state media reported,
as did swimming, yachting and bowling competitions.
Most games appeared to be held
without spectators, but a photo of a
taekwondo match carried on Monday
by the official Rodong Sinmun newspaper showed an audience wearing
masks and sitting seats apart.
Some analysts say challenges
around the economy, food security
and public health remain and
could be further exacerbated if infections return as seen in Asian neighbours amid a spread of Omicron
sub-variants.
Still, leader Kim Jong Un has yet to
lift strict movement restrictions, and
the Chinese border remains shut, with
no officials travelling abroad and diplomatic missions in Pyongyang
vacant.

REUTERS

A file photo shows people watching a TV broadcasting a news report on the coronavirus
disease outbreak in North Korea, at a railway station in Seoul. 

ening Chinese military exercises
surrounding Taiwan.
The Foreign Ministry on Friday
said Vice Minister Deng Li made “solemn representations” over what he
called “wanton interference in China’s
internal affairs.”
Deng said China would “prevent the
country from splitting with the strongest determination, using all means
and at any cost.”
“Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan is a blatant
political manipulation and a blatant
and serious violation of China’s sovereignty and territorial integrity,” Deng
said. “In response to the US-Taiwan
collusion and provocation, China’s
counterattack is only natural.”
China’s Foreign Ministry said the
meeting was held on Thursday night
but gave no information on which
countries
participated.
Earlier
Thursday, China cancelled a foreign
ministers’ meeting with Japan to protest the G-7 statement that there was
no justification for the exercises.
Both ministers were attending a
meeting of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations in Cambodia.
China has promoted the overseas
support it has received for its response
to Pelosi’s visit, mainly from fellow
authoritarian states such as Russia
and North Korea.
China had earlier summoned US
Ambassador Nicholas Burns to protest Pelosi’s visit. The speaker left
Taiwan on Wednesday after meeting
with President Tsai Ing-wen and holding other public events. She travelled
on to South Korea and then Japan.
Both countries host US military bases
and could be drawn into a conflict
involving Taiwan.
The Chinese exercises involve
troops from the navy, air force, rocket
force, strategic support force and
logistic support force, according to the
official Xinhua News Agency.
They are believed to be the largest
held near Taiwan in geographical
terms, with Beijing announcing six
exercise zones surrounding the island.
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken on Friday called the drills a
“significant escalation” and said he
has urged Beijing to back down.
Blinken told reporters on the sidelines of a meeting with ASEAN in
Cambodia that Pelosi’s visit was
peaceful and did not represent a
change in American policy toward
Taiwan, accusing China of using it as
a “pretext to increase provocative military activity in and around the
Taiwan Strait.”

South Korea
launches first lunar
orbiter as space bid
gathers pace

AP/RSS

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, with the Korea
Pathfinder Lunar Orbiter, lifts off in Cape
Canaveral, Florida. 
REUTERS
SEOUL, AUG 5

South Korea launched its first lunar
orbiter on Friday as it doubles down
on its space programmes, aiming to
land a probe on the moon by 2030.
The Korea Pathfinder Lunar
Orbiter, nicknamed Danuri, meaning
“enjoy the Moon”, was launched on
SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket from
Florida’s Cape Canaveral US Space
Force Station at 8:08 am on Friday
(2308 GMT on Thursday), South
Korea’s science ministry said.
The 678 kg Danuri separated from
the projectile about 40 minutes after
launch and began communicating
with a ground station around 9:40 am.
“Analysis of the received information confirmed ... Danuri was operating normally,” Vice Science Minister
Oh Tae-seog told a briefing, announcing that the orbiter had established a
trajectory towards the moon.
It will enter the moon’s orbit in
December before starting a yearlong
observation
mission,
including
searching for a landing site and testing space internet technology, the
ministry said.
If it succeeds, South Korea will
become the world’s seventh lunar
explorer and the fourth in Asia,
behind China, Japan and India.
The launch was initially scheduled
for Wednesday but was delayed
because of a maintenance issue with
the SpaceX rocket.
South Korea has been accelerating
its space programme, with the goal of
sending a probe to the moon by 2030.
C M Y K
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Briefing
Food prices fell again
in July, UN agency says
LONDON: The United Nations food
agency’s world price index declined
again in July, edging further away
from record highs hit in March. The
Food and Agriculture Organisation’s
(FAO) food price index, which tracks
the most globally traded food commodities, averaged 140.9 points last
month versus a revised 154.3 for June.
The June figure was previously put at
154.2. The July index was still 13.1
percent higher than a year earlier,
pushed up by the impact of the invasion of Ukraine, adverse weather and
high production and transport costs.
“The decline in food commodity prices from very high levels is welcome,
however, many uncertainties
remain,” said FAO Chief Economist
Maximo Torero. (REUTERS)

Worsening food insecurity calls for stress-tolerant seeds
>> Continued from page 1

With an increasing number of
mouths to feed, and more pronounced
effects of climate change yet to present themselves, climate-resilient seeds
can help sustain Nepal’s agricultural
productivity, according to crop development experts.
“Climate resilient seeds are crucial
for food security. In addition, these
crops are nutritionally important,”
said Prakash Acharya, a senior crop
development officer at the Seed
Quality Control Centre. “With
changing climate, not all crops and
seeds can endure even two-three
days of drought or submergence or
extreme heat.”
Approximately 3 million hectares
of land is cultivated in Nepal, which is
21 percent of the total land area.
Rice, maize and wheat constitute more
than 80 percent of cereal acreage and
production.
The overall cereal yield in Nepal is
2.6 tonnes per hectare, which is far
lower than the regional and global
average of 4.1 tonnes per hectare, indicating an overall low productivity.
Paddy constitutes the highest production, commanding a 20.8 percent
share in the agriculture gross domestic product (AGDP).
Nepal’s economic wellbeing is intimately linked with the monsoon.
Water from the skies is the lifeblood of
Nepal’s Rs4.85 trillion economy which
is farm-dependent, as nearly twothirds of the farmlands are rain-fed.
A large part of the country gets
nearly 80 percent of its annual rainfall
during the four months—June to
September. The production of food
grains, mainly rice, depends on the
amount and distribution of monsoon
rainfall over the country. The monsoon rains also replenish ground
water and reservoirs critical for
drinking and power generation.
Analysing data from the past 33
years of minimum and maximum
temperatures and rainfall, scientists
predict drought to be the most important limiting factor for crop production, including paddy.
As paddy is sensitive to drought due
to its high water requirement, scientists say there is a need for promoting
“climate change-ready rice” that can
tolerate drought for up to months.
For
instance,
research
in
Nawalparasi in the central Tarai
found that the existing paddy varieties
would not sustain the yield potential
of the present level after 2020.
In October 2021, unusual weather
patterns led to a torrential downpour
lasting three days, causing massive

BEIJING: Two financial officials in
China’s Henan province were under
investigation for suspected severe
violations of discipline and law,
authorities said on Friday, after suspected fraud at a number of local
rural lenders sparked protests by
depositors unable to retrieve
funds. Wang Xianjun, 59, an
inspector at the China Banking and
Insurance Regulatory Commission’s
Xinyang branch in Henan, is under
investigation, according to a statement released by local anti-graft
authorities. (REUTERS)

loss of agricultural harvests and physical infrastructure across many parts
of Nepal.
In 2020, in East Rukum, continuous
rainfall from January to September
decreased maize yield. The drought
that followed then destroyed the wheat
crop. Right after, the heavy rains also
wiped out potatoes and maize.
Climate projections further suggest
changes in precipitation during the
monsoon period (with variations from
14 percent to 40 percent), as well as the
increased likelihood of heavy precipitation events.
Experts are concerned that such
unpredictable changes in weather patterns will lead to a decline in agricultural productivity, further worsening
food insecurity in the region.
“We aren’t food secure right now as
well. And with climate change, it is
only getting worse. In the long run, the
condition of food security in Nepal
will be alarming,” says Yamuna
Ghale, agriculture and food security
policy analyst who is also research
director at the Nepal Centre for
Contemporary Research.
Around 65 percent of Nepal’s population depends on agriculture for its
livelihood, which accounts for 25 percent of the GDP.
With the increasing population and
declining agricultural productivity,
experts say that Nepal could sooner or
later face food insecurity.

“Everyone has the right to food. But
the current situation indicates that a
food shortage is looming,” said Ghale,
who is also an expert at the Food
Security Coordination Committee
under the Ministry of Agriculture
and Livestock Development. “We have
to focus on climate-smart alternatives
now, beginning with climate-resilient
seeds.”
Climate-resilient seeds can withstand extreme conditions brought
about by climate change. For example,
drought-tolerant seeds can sustain
periods of dry conditions, and submergence-tolerant seeds can withstand flood stress.
For example, improved varieties
like Sukkhaa Dhan 4, Sukkhaa Dhan 5
and Sukkhaa Dhan 6 have an average
yield of 4-4.5 tonnes per hectare, and
under good irrigation conditions, the
output can go up to 5.5 tonnes per hectare on an average.
Sukkhaa 6 has the ability to re-grow
even two weeks after submergence.
Swarna Sub-1, Sambha Mansuli
Sub-1, Cherang Sub-1, Gangasagar-1,
and Gangasagar-2 are submergence-tolerant paddy varieties.
Rice varieties like Bahuguni-1 and
Bahuguni-2 are both drought and submergence tolerant.
Similarly, maize varieties that are
drought tolerant, such as Deuti,
Manakamana-5 and Manakamana-6
are also available. Rampur hybrid-10

and Rampur hybrid-12 are heat-tolerant varieties.
Seto Kaguno is a promising variety
of foxtail millet that is drought-tolerant and extremely climate-resilient.
Paddy varieties which possess the
“Sub1A” gene remain dormant during
submergence, and conserve energy
until the floodwaters recede. Paddy
plants with the “Sub1A” gene can survive more than two weeks of complete
submergence. The plant recovers well
from drought by growing new shoots.
“A character is incorporated into
existing rice varieties to make them
stress-tolerant or climate-resilient.
This makes them fare better than traditional crops,” said Acharya.
“In very recent years, because of
climate change, we have begun
researching drought- and submergence-tolerant seeds,” said Acharya.
These climate-smart varieties,
which can survive under stress and
retain desirable grain qualities, can
create positive impacts on the lives of
farmers, scientists say.
Since 1966, Nepal has released and
registered 144 varieties of paddy
seeds, according to the Agriculture
Ministry. Scientists say that a majority of these stress-tolerant varieties do
not demand excess fertilisers or tillage methods.
The Nepal Agriculture Research
Council (NARC) is spearheading various projects for producing and popu-

India raises interest rate in 3rd hike since May
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Two financial officials in
China’s Henan province
under investigation

Post file Photo

Approximately 3 million hectares of land is cultivated in Nepal, which is 21 percent of the total land area.

NEW DELHI, AUG 5

India’s central bank on Friday raised
its key interest rate by 50 basis
points to 5.4 percent in its third such
hike since May as it focuses on containing inflation.
Reserve Bank of India Governor
Shaktikanta Das projected inflation at
6.7 percent in this financial year.
June was the sixth consecutive
month with inflation above the
central bank’s tolerance level of 6 percent, he said in a statement after a
meeting of the bank’s monitoring
committee.
The committee decided “to remain
focused on the withdrawal of accommodation to ensure that inflation
remains within the target going for-

The Congress party
on Friday organised
marches across the
country protesting
rising prices.
ward while supporting growth,” he
said. Das said the global economic and
financial
environment
has
deteriorated with the combined
impact of monetary policy tightening
across the world and the war in
Ukraine raising risks of a recession.
The Indian rupee has plunged
to an all-time low of 79.05 rupees

to one US dollar. Das attributed
its weakness to a strengthening dollar
as interest rates rise in the United
States.
Multiple waves of Covid-19 outbreaks have badly hit India’s large
informal sector and contact-intensive
services like restaurants, hotels,
retailing and tourism.
Unemployment has risen to nearly 8
percent, according to data from the
think tank Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy.
The main opposition Congress
party on Friday organised marches
across the country protesting rising
prices of petrol, gas, foodstuffs and
goods and the services tax.
India’s Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman defended the government’s handling of the economy in

Parliament earlier this week.
She said there is zero probability
of India slipping into recession,
even though there are some other
major economies are at greater risk
of doing so.
On Friday, Das projected that the
economy would expand at a 7.2 percent annual pace in the current
fiscal year, which ends in March 2023,
slowing to 6.7 percent in the next
financial year.
“On the outlook for growth, rural
consumption is expected to benefit
from the brightening agricultural
prospects,” he said.
Demand for services as the pandemic wanes and an improvement in business and consumer sentiment should
boost discretionary spending and
urban consumption, he said.

Global energy crisis drives rethink of nuclear power projects
REUTERS
MANILA, Aug 5

The Philippines’ Bataan Nuclear
Power Plant (BNPP) has not produced
any electricity since it was finished in
1984, despite its $2.3 billion price tag
and its promise of energy security
during the 1970s oil crisis.
Approved by former dictator
Ferdinand Marcos Sr, his son and new
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has
revived discussions on proposals to
rehabilitate the site amid the current
energy crisis that has pushed prices
for traditional power generating fuels
coal and natural gas to records.
The BNPP’s potential revival is one
sign of the renewed interest in nuclear power. Governments across Europe
and Asia are extending their aging
fleet of nuclear plants, restarting reactors and dusting off plans to resume
projects shelved after the 2011 nuclear
crisis in Fukushima, Japan.
Both the administration of US
President Joe Biden and the
International Energy Agency have
said nuclear power is critical for countries to meet global net-zero carbon
emissions goals and ensuring energy
security, as fossil fuel prices have
surged after Russia cut natural gas
supplies to Europe since the Ukraine
war started in February.
As a result, nuclear power may be
on the cusp of a revival of the golden
age seen after the 1970s oil crisis that
led to a flurry of projects, although
opposition from politicians and
non-governmental
organisations,
funding issues and safety concerns
will have to be overcome.
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“If fossil fuel prices remain high for
a period of three to four years, I think
that would be enough to launch a golden age of nuclear development especially in Asia because that’s where
they are the most price sensitive and
because there’s most need,” said Alex
Whitworth, head of Asia power and
renewable research at consultancy
Wood Mackenzie.
“About 80 percent of power demand
growth in the next few years is going
to be in Asia given the economic deterioration in Europe and the US”
Asia Pacific will attract $2.9 trillion
of investment in power generation in
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the next decade with wind and solar
accounting for 60 percent of total
elected leaders of the Philippines,
Japan and South Korea, empowered
by shifting public opinion because of
high energy prices and the need to cut
emissions, are pushing ahead plans to
restart reactors and build new plants
to ease power shortages. Vietnam may
also revisit two projects shelved in
2016 because of safety concerns and
budget constraints.
In Europe, Britain gave consent
in July for what will be its second
new nuclear project in two decades.
Funding discussions for the Sizewell

Source: World Nuclear Association

C project are ongoing and a final
investment decision is expected
in 2023.
Asia will drive construction of new
reactors as the world’s manufacturing
hubs seek baseload electricity to complement renewables and replace fossil
fuels, industry experts said.
Global nuclear capacity will need to
double by 2050 to achieve net-zero targets, the IEA said last month, to power
electric vehicles and produce non-fossil fuels such as hydrogen and ammonia to cut heavy industry emissions.
New technologies such as small
modular reactors (SMR), quicker to

build and less costly than conventional units, are being discussed in
Singapore, the Philippines and
Japan, Paul Stein, chairman of RollsRoyce SMR, a unit of Rolls-Royce, said
last month.
“The heavily industrialised economies of the Far East are in just
as much need, perhaps even more
so, of a rapid increase in nuclear
power as much as industrialised
Europe and United States,” he said in
an interview.
The average cost of electricity generated by a conventional nuclear
power plant over its lifetime is less
than half that of a gas-fired plant at
current prices, and is in the same
range as coal power, Woodmac’s
Whitworth said, spurring governments to revive projects.
Nuclear provides about 5 percent of
Asia Pacific’s power supplies and this
is expected to rise to 8 percent in 2030
based on projects that have been
announced, he said.
Chinese and Russian reactor
designs dominate the projects under
construction since 2017 but sanctions
on Moscow following the Ukraine war
have raised questions about the
prospects
for
Russian-designed
plants. Finland has scrapped plans for
a project by Russian state nuclear supplier Rosatom.
Delays and costs overruns from
additional safety reviews after
Fukushima and the Covid-19 pandemic have plagued projects. The high
initial costs of reactors and concerns
around waste fuel disposal and overall
safety concerns are also impediments,
industry experts said.

larising drought- and submergence-tolerant seeds.
“Under USAID’s support, Nepal
Seed and Fertiliser Project, paddy
seeds which are drought and submergence tolerant are being produced and
marketed in Nepal in partnership
with the government and the private
seed companies,” Issa said in an email.
The National Maize Research
Programme of NARC has released
heat stress-tolerant maize hybrids
that can survive at high temperatures
compared to traditional varieties.
Likewise, under the National Grain
Legumes Research Programme of
NARC, field testing of waterlogging-tolerant lentil varieties is being
done to come up with varieties that
can withstand excess moisture from
unusual winter rains during the lentil
growing season, according to Issa.
Despite the availability of stress-tolerant seeds, farmers are not much
aware of the new varieties and are
hesitant to adopt such seeds easily.
Due to lack of awareness, farmers
hardly adopt new varieties and they
prefer traditional varieties. Local governments too have failed to create
awareness.
According to experts, Sukhaa Dhan
3, Samba Mansuli Sub-1 and Cherang
Sub-1 are popular among farmers in
the Tarai and mid-hills.
However, varieties like Bahuguni-2
have been rejected by farmers because
“Nepali consumers prefer non-sticky,
fluffy rice as opposed to sticky varieties,” experts say.
Despite being both drought and submergence tolerant, such varieties are
not adopted by farmers.
“Farmers are enthusiastic about
using new ways and techniques of
farming, but local governments have
completely ignored investing in agriculture,” said Ujjal Acharya, freelance
researcher on climate change and
environment economics.
“They have been more focused
on building infrastructure, roads,
bridges, temples and so on. Food security, climate resilient agriculture,
organic farming—all do not fall within the priorities of local governments,” he said.
However, scientists acknowledge
that climate resilient crop varieties
are only a part of the solution of
the bigger climate-resilient agricultural system.
“It is extremely important to
develop climate-resilient crop varieties that can withstand extreme
weather conditions, but seeds are just
one part among the various solutions,” says Issa.

Impoverished
Zimbabweans turn
to scrap metal trade
as inflation bites
REUTERS
HARARE, AUG 5

Shepherd Chowe pushes a cart
filled with tins, iron rods and other
metallic objects down a dusty pathway
in Hopley, a poor settlement
about 15 km west of Zimbabwe’s capital, Harare.
It
is
11
am
and
Chowe,
46, has arrived at a scrap yard where
dozens of metal scavengers await to
sell their wares.
For two sacks, Chowe gets paid $6.
“I start moving around the township at 8 am ... asking people for
scrap metal or anything metallic
they are not using anymore,”
Chowe said, adding that on a good day
he takes home $40.
Chowe is among Zimbabweans selling scrap metal for survival as
the cost of living soars, piling
pressure on a population already facing food shortages and high unemployment, stirring memories of economic chaos years ago under veteran
leader Robert Mugabe’s near four-decade rule.
Annual inflation, which hit 256.9
percent in July, has cast a shadow over
President Emmerson Mnangagwa’s
bid to revitalise the economy.
By selling scrap metal, Chowe can
afford to pay rent, buy food and pay
school fees for his two daughters.
“Scrap metal has given us hope,”
Chowe said.
Zimbabwe’s steel industry has been
struggling since the collapsed of the
Zimbabwe Iron and Steel Company
(Ziscosteel) more than a decade ago.
However, in recent years, small steel
producers working with scrap yard
dealers are picking up the pieces.
“These scavengers help the steel
industry which we supply. Sometimes
they [steel makers] lack money
to pay us, but the metal is always available,” scrap yard owner Fungai
Mataga said, as workers loaded
metal into a truck headed for Kwekwe
in the Midlands, the home of steel
manufactures.
Mataga buys cast iron for $0.15 per
kg and mild steel $0.22 per kg from
scavengers.
“They all come here to sell [metal]
for survival,” he said.
The scrap metal trade is not illegal
in Zimbabwe, but has raised concerns
about vandalism of infrastructure
including that of state-owned National
Railways of Zimbabwe, which has
called for the trade to be regulated.
C M Y K
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Chelsea rope in Cucurella
LONDON: Chelsea have signed Spanish
defender Marc Cucurella from
Premier League rivals Brighton on
a six-year contract, the London club
announced Friday. No fee was disclosed but British media reports
have valued the deal at £60 million
($73 million, 71 million euros). The
Spain wing-back has now become
Chelsea’s latest pre-season signing
with Kalidou Koulibaly, Raheem
Sterling and Carney Chukwuemeka
all having arrived at Stamford Bridge.

Telles joins Sevilla on loan
MANCHESTER: Manchester United
left-back Alex Telles joined Sevilla on
a season-long loan on Thursday. The
29-year-old joined the English giants
from Porto in October 2020, but struggled to hold down a regular place in
the first team despite United’s struggles last season. Telles has mostly
played back-up to Luke Shaw and was
pushed further down the pecking
order by the arrival of Tyrell Malacia
from Feyenoord. According to
reports, the Spanish side will pay
Telles wages in full but the deal does
not include an option or obligation to
sign the Brazil international.

West Ham set to sign Onana
LONDON: West Ham United have
agreed a deal to sign Belgium international midfielder Amadou Onana
from French Ligue 1 side Lille for a
fee of 40 million euros ($40.50 million)
including add-ons, British media
reported on Wednesday. The BBC and
the Guardian reported that the
Premier League club were yet to discuss personal terms with the 20-yearold Onana. West Ham are looking to
bolster their midfield to offer support
to Declan Rice and Tomas Soucek following the retirement of club captain
Mark Noble last season. The club
have already signed goalkeeper
Alphonse Areola, midfielder Flynn
Downes, forward Gianluca Scamacca
and defender Nayef Aguerd during
the summer transfer window.

Nadal out of Montreal
PARIS: World number three Rafael
Nadal, who has not played since
suffering an abdominal tear at
Wimbledon last month, has withdrawn from next week’s ATP event
in Montreal, he said on Twitter on
Friday. The announcement marks
a major blow to the Spaniard’s hopes
of being fully fit for the US Open
which begins in New York at the
end of the month. “Four days ago I
started work on my service and yesterday, after training, I had a little
discomfort that was still there today,”
Nadal tweeted in Spanish. “We have
decided not to travel to Montreal.”
Nadal, in the absence of Novak
Djokovic at Flushing Meadows, will
be looking to add to his record 22
(AGENCIES)
Grand Slam titles.

Man United’s troubled transfer window
makes Ten Hag’s job even more difficult

Klopp wary of
short-term solutions
to injury problems

The Red Devils squad is arguably weaker than last season. Pogba, Cavani, Lingard, Matic, Mata and goalkeeper
Henderson have left the Old Trafford and only three new faces—Martinez, Malacia and Eriksen— have arrived so far.

Agence France-Presse

Agence France-Presse
MANCHESTER, Aug 5

Erik ten Hag’s first competitive game
as manager on Sunday should herald
a fresh start for Manchester Untied,
but familiar failings behind the scenes
have made the Dutchman’s difficult
job an almost impossible one.
Ten Hag’s predecessor Ralf
Rangnick signed off from his miserable caretaker spell last season by stating the United squad needed “open
heart surgery” and up to 10 new players after labouring to a sixth-placed
finish in the Premier League.
So far, only three new faces have
arrived at Old Trafford—Lisandro
Martinez, Tyrell Malacia and
Christian Eriksen.
The United squad is arguably weaker than last season with Paul Pogba,
Edinson Cavani, Jesse Lingard,
Nemanja Matic and Juan Mata having
left for free, while goalkeeper Dean
Henderson has joined Nottingham
Forest on loan.
The prospect of a much more significant departure is set to hang over the
first few weeks of the season with
Cristiano Ronaldo trying to force his
way out to play Champions League
football this season. Ronaldo made his
first appearance of pre-season on
Sunday, playing in the first half of a
1-1 draw against Rayo Vallecano. But
his decision to then leave the stadium
before full-time was branded “unacceptable” by Ten Hag.

Ap/Rss

Manchester United manager Erik ten Hag (right) instructs Isak Hansen-Aaroen during a
pre-season friendly match against Rayo Vallecano in Manchester in this recent photo. 
The former Ajax boss has shown a
disciplinarian streak during his early
weeks in charge, reportedly reintroducing fines for bad time-keeping and
banning the players having their
own personal chefs. Ten Hag has
shown no signs of appeasing Ronaldo’s
ego, ordering the five-time Ballon
d’Or winner to get fit after missing
most of United’s preparations for the
new campaign.

Martial, Rashford and Sancho get
second chance
Ronaldo’s likely absence from the
starting line-up for Sunday’s visit of
Brighton offers the chance for a front
three of Marcus Rashford, Anthony
Martial and Jadon Sancho to get their
United careers back on track.
Rashford and Martial were the
attacking fulcrum of the side that finished second in the Premier League

LONDON, Aug 5

under Ole Gunnar Solskjaer in the
2020/21 season, only to be squeezed
out by the arrivals of Ronaldo, Cavani
and Sancho.
Martial even spent the second half
of last season on loan at Sevilla, but
the Frenchman has been given a lifeline by Ronaldo’s desire to leave.
Rashford’s slump in form led to him
being dropped from the England
squad. But he is feeling the benefits of
a summer without international commitments.
Sancho also struggled to live up to
his £73 million price tag in his first
season at United, but he has teamed
up well with Rashford and Martial in
a pre-season, that included a 4-0 victory over Liverpool.
Ronaldo is not the only transfer
saga of United’s summer as a prolonged and, so far fruitless, chase of
Barcelona’s Frenkie de Jong has left
Ten Hag light in midfield. That could
mean a role in the middle of the park
of the versatile Martinez, who has
reunited with his old boss at Ajax. The
Argentine mainly played at centre-back for the Dutch champions, but
his diminutive 5ft 9in (1.8m) stature
has raised doubts over his ability to
play that role in the Premier League.
At his unveiling, Ten Hag set his
sights on chasing down Manchester
City and Liverpool at the top of the
Premier League.
Given the cards he has been dealt,
just finishing in the top four will be a
monumental achievement.

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp said
Friday he was reluctant to dip into the
transfer market in order to solve
“four-week” injury problems.
Reds centre-back Ibrahima Konate
suffered a knee injury in the friendly
against Strasbourg on Sunday which
Klopp said will see the defender out
“for a while”.
Konate has joined a list of sidelined
Liverpool players that already
includes Kostas Tsimikas, Alex
Oxlade-Chamberlain, Diogo Jota
Curtis Jones and reserve goalkeeper
Caoimhin Kelleher, with Naby Keita
set to resume training on Friday after
nearly a week out with illness.
None of the absentees are understood to be suffering with long-term
injuries, however.
Liverpool have made three major
pre-season signings in Darwin Nunez,
a £63 million ($77 million) from
Benfica, with Fulham teenager Fabio
Carvalho (£5 million) and Aberdeen
defender Calvin Ramsey (£6.5 million)
also arriving at Anfield. But the
German boss, who saw his side just
denied a historic quadruple last season after Manchester City pipped
them to the Premier League and Real
Madrid beat Liverpool 1-0 in the
Champions League final, was cautious
about re-entering the transfer market.
One positive piece of news for
Liverpool on the fitness front is that
goalkeeper Alisson Becker will be
available to face Fulham after
missing most of pre-season with an
abdominal injury sustained on a tour
of the Far East.

Footballer Bhandari to play AFC Women’s Club Championship
The 26-year-old will play for Women’s I-League champions Gokulam Kerela FC in the event to take place in Uzbekistan from August 20 to 26.
SPORTS BUREAU
KATHMANDU, Aug 5

Nepali
international
footballer
Sabitra Bhandari is all set to join
Women’s I-League side Gokulam
Kerala FC to play the AFC Women’s
Club Championship in Uzbekistan
from August 20 to 26.
Bhandari, the star forward of Nepal
and all time highest international
scorer for Nepal with 38 goals to her
name, will fly to join the Kerala-based
side on Saturday.
The 26-year-old will also become the
first Nepali player to feature in the
AFC Women’s Club Championship,
the premier women’s inter-country
club football tournament being organised
by
the
Asian
Football
Confederation (AFC).
“It’s like a dream come true to play

the biggest club football tournament
of Asia,” said Bhandari who was one
of the influential members of the
team when they claimed the league
title in the 2021-22 season. Before that,
she played one season for Sethu FC
and help them lift their maiden league
title. “We will have two-week training
before leaving for Uzbekistan and I
will give my best to help the team
win.”
Bhandari’s Gokulam will play the
AFC’s West Zone tournament comprising Bam Khatoon of Iran,
Orthodox Club of Jordan and
Sogdiyona Jizzak of Uzbekistan.
Apart from the AFC Club event,
Bhandari has also signed a contract to
play Women’s I-League from Gokulam.
She is also likely to play Kerala state
league from the same team, but an
official decision has yet to be made.

Bhandari is currently undergoing
national team training to prepare for
the sixth edition of the Women’s SAFF
Championship to be held from
September 6 to 19 in Kathmandu.
Kumar Thapa has been appointed as
the coach to lead the team.
“I have already informed the All
Nepal Football Association (ANFA)
and the coach regarding my travel to
India and for the AFC Club
Championship. I will join the national
team after returning from Uzbekistan.
I would be able to join the national
camp for at least one week before
SAFF begins,” said Bhandari.
It will also be the first major tournament for Bhandari who made a
comeback almost after a year in
February earlier this year following
anterior cruciate ligament (ACL)
surgery in Qatar.

Post File Photo

Nepal’s Sabitra Bhandari (right) will become the first Nepali footballer to play in the
AFC Women’s Club Championship.

HOROSCOPE
ARIES (March 21-April 19) ****

CANCER (June 22-July 22) ***

LIBRA (September 23-October 22) ***

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19) ****

The skies puts you in the mood for adventure. Give
yourself permission to act impulsively, without
indulging in unnecessary risks. Allow the universe
to guide your day, following signs as you make each
decision today.

It’s time to get organized with your dreams. The
cosmic placement will want you to succeed, though
you’ll have to be ready and willing to work hard.
Elevating your health should also be at the top of
your priorities today.

Your words will positively impact your friends and
the world around you. Don’t be afraid to speak from
the heart. If there are any political causes that are
dear to your heart, you may use this energy to generate awareness.

Your mind will be a busy place today. This luminary
placement can bring major healing to your psyche,
though you’ll need to accept that good things can and
will happen to you. Focus on letting go of the grief
that’s holding you back.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) ***

LEO (July 23-August 22) ***

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21) ***

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18) ***

Your desire for a fresh start could put you in the
mood to purge today. The more dead weight you get
rid of, the more room you’ll make for personal
improvements. This day is great for strengthening
your most important bonds.

Get ready to shine brightly this weekend. This cosmic climate will bring out your naturally outgoing
nature, as the stars align to boost your confidence
and charisma. Chance encounters could lead to
steamy flings.

You’ll feel generous with your resources today.
Though the idea of sharing will bring you great joy,
try not to let an overly optimistic disposition get in
the way of your good sense. You’ll need to work hard
to truly reap the benefits.

Your social media pages could get a bit overwhelming
today. Consider ways to make a name for yourself
locally. If there are any special skills you have under
your belt, now would be a great time to consider
teaching your craft.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) ****

VIRGO (August 23-September 22) ****

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21) ***

PISCES (February 19-March 20) ***

Your weekend will be filled with good vibes, harmony, and grace. This luminary placement will giving
you a rare opportunity to embrace your optimism
without restriction. An added dose of romantic luck
will find you.

Your home will feel as if it’s bustling with good vibes
and happiness today. This cosmic climate is perfect
for hosting your friends for lunch. You’ll feel more
optimistic about the future and any changes that lie
ahead later this evening.

You’ll feel like jumping out of bed with a smile on
your face. Today’s skies will carry with it an abundance of blessings, though you should avoid sharing
too much information with others, especially if you
have new projects.

You’ll feel comfortable coming out of your shell
today. Establishing yourself as a professional will
also yield positive results right now. The effort you
put into your career today will have major monetary
payoffs down the line.
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‘Gambling on Development: Why Some Countries Win and Others
Lose’ is clear-eyed about the political nature of development
The central thesis of Stefan Dercon’s book is development happens only when it is in the interest of those in power to pursue economic growth rather than to seek rent.
Dhiraj Sharma

I

n the rich intellectual tradition of exploring why some countries are rich while
others are not, comes a new book by
Stefan Dercon, a professor at the
University of Oxford and former chief
economist at the UK Department of
International Development (DfID). The central
thesis of Dercon’s book ‘Gambling on
Development: Why Some Countries Win and
Others Lose’ is that development only happens
when it is in the interest of those in power to
pursue economic growth rather than to seek
rent. Put simply, the elite must feel it is in their
interest to enlarge the proverbial pie rather
than stealing a bigger slice of the smaller pie.
Why may the elite gamble on growth, risking their own hold on wealth and power?
Dercon lists four main reasons: enlightened
leaders, emergence from conflict or other
major social disruption, a quest for political
legitimacy, or the foresight that growth yields
better personal and political rewards.
Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew and China’s Deng
Xiaoping are often cited as examples of visionary leaders who led their countries into
modernity. Rwanda and Ethiopia transitioned
to a different development model after brutal
civil wars in the 1990s. Indonesia’s Suharto
grabbed power in a military coup but needed
to legitimise his regime by focusing on development. Indian reformers who favoured a
more liberal, market-oriented economy pushed
for more reforms once the benefits of reform
became clearer.
Dercon’s book is refreshingly clear-eyed
about the political nature of development. Too
often, academic discourse on economic growth
abstracts away from the distribution of economic and political power, including how a
change in one may shift the other. The elite
may resist growth because it may loosen their
grip on wealth and power. From this perspective, what to outsiders seems like a maddeningly obvious policy misstep may be a rational
choice by the political elite to maintain their
grip over means and influence.
The book avoids the unsatisfactory extremes
of some of its recent predecessors. It assigns
foreign aid its due role in supporting reformers, tilting the balance toward a better elite
bargain. In doing so, it avoids giving aid undue
importance like ‘The End of Poverty’ does or
writing it off as its trenchant critics do in
‘Dead Aid’ and ‘The White Man’s Burden’. The
book acknowledges the lasting impact of histo-

ry, but it avoids what appears to be the fatalistic prognosis of bad institutions presented in
‘Why Nations Fail’. It highlights the role of
learning and course correction but views it as
a deeply political process rather than a clean,
clinical one as advanced by ‘Poor Economics’.
What about the elite bargain in Nepal?
Dercon succinctly describes the elite bargain
that emerged from Nepal’s peace process:
“In the end, whether by design or by implication, the economic structures did not change
fundamentally. What has changed is a stronger
focus on development in the poor rural areas…
creating not only both more local patronage
and corruption but also a gradual change in
living conditions…The economic deal that was
chosen retained much of what was there by
way of structures and how the elite could
enrich themselves, but the distributive agenda
was more inclusive.”
A few recent headlines and ledes from the
Nepali press illustrate the elite bargain prevalent in Nepal:

Nepal Police
The government has expedited the process
to procure small arms for Nepal Police from an
Italian company, Beretta, at a price four times
more than the actual unit price. – myRepublica, July 11, 2022

Tax exemption on sanitary pads introduced
to benefit Prime Minister’s son
It has been suspected that former finance
minister Janardan Sharma gave customs duty
exemption on the import of sanitary pads so
as to benefit Jaiveer Singh Deuba’s company.
Jaiveer Singh is the son of Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba. – myRepublica, July 8,
2022

These are but a few prominent stories that
rose above the din to capture national attention. There must be many similar stories of
corruption that are unreported or unnoticed.
This is hardly indicative of a state intent on
development.
Besides the reasons cited by Dercon on why
a development bargain may emerge, I would
also like to believe in the romantic notion that,
in due time, societies reach an inflexion point
where there is an awakening of national consciousness. There arises among the
leaders a desire to leave a legacy, to put aside
their differences for the greater good. At the
same time, there arises in the people a desire
for a full claim to their dignity and sovereignty.
The country and its people suddenly comport
as if their time has come, as if it’s their turn
on the global stage. I sense this attitude when I
meet upwardly mobile middle-class citizens of
rising countries such as Ethiopia or Kenya.
Sadly, I do not see such a renaissance in Nepal.
There are some hopeful signs, though. The
election of independent candidates like Balen
Shah in Kathmandu and Harka Sampang in
Dharan in the recent local elections has
demonstrated that Nepali voters are not
beholden to a party, that they can be peeled
away from the legacy parties by populist outsiders running on a platform of transparency,
accountability, and service delivery. Although
the hope rests on a few high-profile examples
in urban centres with well-off, educated voters,
political entrepreneurs of all stripes have
sensed an opportunity to woo voters away
from the legacy parties. This is evidenced by
the early entry of a raft of independent candidates in the next general election. Traditional
parties better take heed. Soon, it may take
more than appealing to their role as vanguards
of democratic movements and revolutions of
previous decades for a rightful claim to power.
Ultimately, it is up to the voters to make an
independent, dispassionate choice, unburdened by past loyalties, to elect the best candidate who will make good on the promise of
delivering prosperity to the masses.

Massive corruption at play as govt expedites
arms procurement worth millions of rupees for

Dhiraj Sharma Nyaupane is an economist
based in Washington, DC.

The book highlights
the role of learning
and course correction
but views it as a deeply
political process.
Finance Minister Sharma resigns
Finance Minister Janardan Sharma
resigned on Wednesday after public outcry and
widespread criticism following charges that
he had employed two unauthorised persons to
tweak tax rates on May 28, a day before he presented the budget for the next fiscal year. – The
Kathmandu Post, July 6, 2022
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The American Experiment: Dialogues
on a Dream
Author: David M Rubenstein
Publication: Simon & Schuster
Price: Rs 1118
David M Rubenstein, the host of
Bloomberg TV’s The David Rubenstein
Show, brings another New York Times
bestseller. A lively collection of conversations, the book is a third of its kind. In the
book, Rubenstein explores some of
America’s greatest minds, and he further
looks into the inspiring story of America
as a grand experiment in democracy, culture, innovation, and ideas.

Indistractable: How to Control
your Attention and Choose your
Life
Author: Nir Eyal
Publication: BenBella Books
Price: Rs 798

Tools and Weapon: The Promise
and the Peril of the Digital Age
Author: Brad Smith, Carol Ann
Browne
Publication: Penguin Press
Price: Rs 958

In his new book ‘In Indistractable’, Nir
Eyal reveals the hidden psychology
behind distraction. Eyal shows a
research-based four-step model that
lays bare the secret of finally doing
what you say you will do. The book also
explores how we can get the best out of
technology without letting it distract
us. Eyal’s latest creation helps you live
and focus on the life you really want.

‘Tools and Weapon’ is an honest and
thoughtful reckoning on balancing
enormous promise and existential risk
as the digitisation of everything accelerates. The authors have brought us an
insider’s narrative of one of the
world’s largest and most powerful tech
companies that is in the middle of
challenges, including privacy, and
cyber crime.

‘Stray’ cat video game brings some benefits to real cats
Gamers are playing ‘Stray’ while streaming live for audiences to raise money for animal shelters and other cat-related charities.
THALIA BEATY
NEW YORK

T

he virtual cat hero from the new
video game sensation ‘Stray’
doesn’t just wind along rusted
pipes, leap over unidentified
sludge and decode clues in a
seemingly abandoned city. The daring
orange tabby is helping real world cats
as well.
Thanks to online fundraising platforms,
gamers are playing ‘Stray’ while streaming live for audiences to raise money for
animal shelters and other cat-related charities. Annapurna Interactive, the game’s
publisher, also promoted ‘Stray’ by offering two cat rescue and adoption agencies
copies of the game to raffle off and
renting out a New York cat cafe.
Live streaming game play for charity
isn’t new, but the resonance ‘Stray’ quickly found from cat lovers is unusual. It was
the fourth most watched and broadcast
game on the day it launched on Twitch,
the streaming platform said.
Viewers watch as players navigate the
adventurous feline through an aging
industrial landscape doing normal cat
stuff—balancing on railings, walking on
keyboards and knocking things off
shelves—to solve puzzles and evade
enemies.
About 80 percent of the game’s development team are “cat owners and cat lovers”

and a real-life orange stray as well as their
own cats helped inspire the game, one
creator said.
“I certainly hope that maybe some people will be inspired to help actual strays in
real life—knowing that having an animal
and a companion is a responsibility,” said
producer Swann Martin-Raget, of the
BlueTwelve gaming studio in Montpellier,
in southern France.
When Annapurna Interactive reached
out to the Nebraska Humane Society to
partner before the game’s launch on July
19, they jumped at the chance, marketing
specialist Brendan Gepson said.
“The whole game and the whole culture
around the game, it’s all about a love of
cats,” Gepson said. “It meshed really well
with the shelter and our mission.”
The shelter got four copies of the game
to give away and solicited donations for $5
to be entered into a raffle to win one. In a
week, they raised $7,000, Gepson said,
with the vast majority of the 550 donors
being new to them, including people
donating from Germany and Malta. The
company also donated $1,035 to the shelter.
Annapurna also bought out Meow
Parlour, the New York cat cafe and adoption agency, for a weekend, as well as
donating $1,000. Visitors who made reservations could buy ‘Stray’ themed merchandise and play the game for 20 minutes
while surrounded by cats.
Jeff Legaspi, Annapurna Interactive’s
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The virtual cat hero from the new video game sensation ‘Stray’ in a seemingly abandoned city. 
marketing director, said it made sense for
the game’s launch to do something “positively impactful and hopefully bring more
awareness to adopting and not shopping
for a new pet.”
According to Steam monitor SteamDB,
‘Stray’ has been the No 1 purchased game

for the past two weeks.
North Shore Animal League America,
which rescues tens of thousands of animals each year, said it hadn’t seen
any increase in traffic from the game but
they did receive more than $800 thanks
to a gamer.

“We are seeing Tiltify and livestreaming as this whole new way for us to engage
a whole different audience,” said Carol
Marchesano, the rescue’s senior digital
marketing director.
About nine campaigns on Tiltify mention the game ‘Stray’, the company’s CEO
Michael Wasserman said.
For his part, Gepson from Nebraska
reached out to an Omaha resident who
goes by the name TreyDay1014 online to
run a charity livestream. Trey, who asked
that his last name not be used, has
two cats, one of which he adopted from
the shelter.
Last week, he narrated to viewers
watching live on the platform Twitch as
his cat character batted another cat’s tail
and danced along railings.
“If I found out my cat was outside doing
this, I’d be upset,” Trey said, as his character jumped across a perilous distance.
Moments later, a rusty pipe broke, sending
the tabby down a gut-wrenching plunge
into the darkness.
A $25 donation followed the fall, pushing the amount raised by Trey for the
Nebraska shelter to over $100 in about 30
minutes. By the end of four and a half
hours of play, donations totaled $1,500. His
goal had been to raise $200.
“This has opened my eyes to being able
to use this platform for a lot more good
than just playing video games,” Trey said.


– Associated Press
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‘Paaniphoto’ is a recommended
watch, but with a note of caution
Khangendra Lamichhane’s directorial debut has many interesting choices that work in the film’s favour.

AbhiManyu Dixit

K

(The review contains spoilers of the film)
hagendra Lamichhane started his career as an actor in
the Nepali theatre industry.
According to his website,
Khagendra is “the most celebrated theatre personality of his generation”. He has written and starred in
multiple theatre plays and has won
many accolades. Lamichhane also
helms film projects as a writer and
leading man. Prior to ‘Paaniphoto’,
Khagendra’s filmography included celebrated films like ‘Talakjung Vs Tulke’
(2014) and ‘Pashupathi Prasad’ (2016).
As a writer, Lamichhane writes
‘everyman’ stories. Popular in literature, the everyman is a stock fiction
character. They are ordinary and
humble protagonists whose benign
conduct helps the audiences relate to
them. Think Lamichhane’s Tulke
from ‘Talakjung VS Tulke’ eating
momo with his bare hands, or the titular character from ‘Pashupati Prasad’
frequently stating that he is not a ‘cinema hero’. Lamichhane has always
portrayed himself as a recognisable
simpleton who deals with everyday
problems just like us.
For a few films, the audiences
accepted him as an everyman and
turned his films into hits. However, as
Lamichhane’s celebrity grew, his latter films couldn’t emulate the former’s
glory. It was as if the everyman trope
stopped working for him when he
became famous. His latter films,
‘Dhanapati’
(2017),
‘Damaruko
Dandibiyo’ (2018), and ‘Jai Bholey’
(2018), were all critical and commercial failures.
The last time I saw Lamichhane in
person was right before the release of
‘Paaniphoto’ (2022). He was seated at a
corner table of Bodhi Books, a cafe,
and he wore a visor cap and avoided
eye contact. It felt like he had too
many things going on in his mind. I
now realise that his back was literally
against the wall.
At the time, Lamichhane was
attending press junkets promoting
‘Paaniphoto’ while ‘Dokh’, a film
based on Maoist insurgency, had just
been released to empty cinema halls.

Also, to add more pressure to an
already arduous task, he was making
tweaks to the film score, finally completing the film just two days before
release. ‘Paaniphoto’ was released on
July 29th and has since struggled to
attract movie-goers.
The film begins with two declarations. First, the film is inspired by
true events, and second, it is based on
a play also written by Lamichhane.
Even before the film’s first frame, you
can tell that this is a personal film.
‘Paaniphoto’ introduces us to Maiya
(Menuka Pradhan) and her husband
Chandan (Anup Baral), both awaiting
the return of their son, Krishna, who
had disappeared during the Maoist
insurgency almost 15-20 years ago.
Chandan doesn’t think Krishna will
return, but Maiya still dreams (literally) of Krishna’s return. She is often
scolded or assaulted by Chandan for
hoping.

The biggest chink
in Lamichhane’s
directorial armour
is his casting choice.
Radha (Malika Mahat), Maiya’s confidante, also believes that Krishna will
return. When Maiya learns of disappeared people returning home, Radha
helps her travel to far-flung districts to
meet the returnees to ask about
Krishna. But as always, Maiya returns
home disappointed and miserable.
Thuldai (Prakash Ghimire), Chandan’s
elder brother, believes Krishna is dead,
and he thinks his ancestors have
cursed him because the family hasn’t
performed Krishna’s last rites.
Chandan also agrees and prepares for
a cremation. However, when Padam
(Lamichhane) returns home, Chandan
abandons his plans. He is hopeful
because Padam and Krishna had disappeared together, and now that one is
back, the other might also return.
Structurally, Lamichhane’s story
feels well thought-out, which is why I
recommend this film to audiences.

Chadan and Maiya’s sequences are
repetitive and episodic. They get news
about the returnees, chase after the
person, locate them, and interview
them, only to end up feeling even more
miserable. The vicious cycle of hope
continues. Compared to Chandan and
Maiya, other characters’ lives are not
cyclic. For example, Manubhai
(Buddhi Tamang) is seen leaving his
home, moving to Kathmandu and settling there. Other characters’ lives
also progress linearly, while Chandan
and Maiya are stuck in a cycle.
However,
be
aware
that
Lamichhane’s writing is not perfect.
His female character, especially
Radha, has problems. All of Radha’s
actions and motivations can be summarised by one regressive statement—’ she wants to marry Krishna
when he returns home’. The script is
also hellbent on selling this notion to
us, making her say out loud that she
has no other ambitions, dreams, and
desires. In the film’s climax, Radha
even transforms into a bride and
steals Krishna’s only photo.
Radha is not a one-off example.
When you rewatch Lamichhane’s
filmography, you will find multiple
examples of problematic women characters. In ‘Talakjung VS Tulke’, Fuli
(Reecha Sharma) wrongly frames
Tulke for raping her and ousts him
from his village home. In ‘Pashupati
Prasad’, the titular character is a paedophile who lusts after a young
school-going girl. In ‘Dhanapati’, the
eponymous character is a misogynist.
Since men like Tulke, Pashupati
Prasad, and Dhanapati are the protagonists, we are asked to sympathise
with them and to perceive women the
same way they would.
However, credit where it’s due,
Mallika Mahat, the actor playing the
problematic Radha, shines in her role.
She is my favourite actor in the film.
She is effortless in her natural delivery and is a powerful performer.
Lamichhane directs her in such a way
that she demands our full attention,
but we sigh because Lamichhane, the
writer, has given her so little.
‘Paaniphoto’ is Lamichhane’s directorial debut, and he has made many
interesting choices that work in the

film’s
favour.
For
example,
Lamichhane chooses to show the
flashback events from Krishna’s point
of view—with the camera acting as
Krishna. We only see Krishna’s photo
and never the actual person. Also, the
choice to capture the foggy atmosphere seems to signify that Chandan
and Maiya can’t see beyond the present, which is quite commendable for a
first-time director.
The director should also be credited
for trusting to use location sound
(sync sound) rather than dubbing. I’ve
always felt dubbing ruins many
actors’ performances, whereas sync
sound enhances them. And sound
designer/mixer Kishor Acharya
proves me right. Kishor is also well
supported by Pushpa-Sangam’s calm
and melancholic background scores.
This film’s editing, however, falls
short. The film loses pace right after
the interval, and the runtime is padded with montages and time lapses
that feel random. Nimesh Shrestha,
the veteran editor, also uses excessive
fade-outs and fade-ins, which takes us
away from the story. The film is shot
by Deepak Bajracharya; while his
choice of shots is commendable, many
of Bajracharya’s movements seem
unmotivated.
The biggest chink in Lamichhane’s
directorial armour is his casting
choice. It feels like Lamichhane’s vanity took the better of him when he
chose to cast himself as Padam. Not
only that, he designs a superhero-esque introduction for Padam, a shot
filled with perfect lighting, music, and
slow motion, not unlike how Rajamouli
introduces his heroes in ‘RRR’ (2022).
Now, details like these are essential
to preserve a film’s verisimilitude.
The audience chooses to believe that
the world they see on the screen is
true as long as the film doesn’t break
its own pre-established rules. For
example, we are asked to believe that
famous celebrities Anup Baral and
Menuka Prahan are husband and
wife, and we adjust to the notion. But,
when makers shoehorn Lamichhane,
also a renowned celebrity, and ask us
to see him as old as Pradhan’s son, this
breaks verisimilitude.
‘Paaniphoto’ is not a perfect film,
but it has one of the most excellent
endings in recent Nepali films.
Lamichhane ends the film abruptly
and ambiguously. He leaves Chandan,
his protagonist, with hope, leaving the
audience to ponder the film long after
the final credit roll.
Despite the film’s problems, it is
still worth recommending, and movie-goers should give the first-time
director a chance. Lamichhane is an
interesting case study of how one
maker attempts to tell stories in different media- theatre, radio, books, and
cinema. Knowledge like this will help
Nepali cinema move forward.
Besides a few casual greetings, I haven’t had the opportunity to talk to
Lamichhane in person. But we did
speak online on a Gauthali Talks episode. At the time, he assured us that he
would put more thought into his writing—in depicting society and writing
women characters. I had believed him
then, and I still do hope he will stand
by his words. Just like his main characters in ‘Paaniphoto’—Chandan and
Maiya—all I have is hope.
Dixit is a filmmaker, film educator and
film campaigner based in Kathmandu.

REUTERS

Lady Gaga at the 27th annual Critics Choice Awards in London, Britain, 2022.

Lady Gaga appears to confirm
casting in ‘Joker’ sequel
If confirmed, Gaga will be the newest in a long list of
actresses to play the iconic character of Harley Quinn.
Mrinalika Roy

P

op star and actress Lady Gaga
appeared to confirm her casting in the upcoming motion
picture sequel to the Oscarwinning psychological thriller “Joker” on Thursday by posting a
musical teaser on Twitter.
The musical clip depicts silhouettes
dancing together to the tune of the
song “Cheek to Cheek”, originally
written by Irving Berlin in 1935 for the
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers movie
Top Hat, with the names Phoenix and
Gaga flashing on the screen.
“Joker: Folie a Deux”, which will
see Joaquin Phoenix reprise his role
as the titular character, is set for
release in theatres on Oct. 4, 2024.
Phoenix had first played the role in
the 2019 film “Joker”, which earned
him the Academy Award for best
actor, depicted an origin story for the
arch enemy of DC Comics’ superhero
Batman.
No further details about the sequel

have been immediately made available by Warner Bros. But Hollywood
trade publication Variety has reported
the new production will be a musical
with Lady Gaga expected to play
Joker’s co-conspirator, Harley Quinn.
If confirmed, Lady Gaga will be the
newest in a long line of actresses who
have played or voiced the iconic character of Harley Quinn. Most recently,
Margot Robbie played the role of the
‘Crime Queen of Gotham City’ in the
2020 film “Birds of Prey” and in “The
Suicide Squad” the following year.
It is unclear if Robbie will continue
as Harley Quinn. However, the Joker
movies featuring Phoenix are set in a
separate cinematic universe, which
would likely mean Robbie can still
reprise her role as the iconic villain in
any future movies.
Folie à deux is a rare psychiatric
syndrome also known as shared psychosis, likely hinting at the traditionally
co-dependent
relationship
between Joker and Harley Quinn.
– Reuters

Was there a Malaysian-born actor
in Thor: Love and Thunder?
Lee Chen Yoong
KUALA LUMPUR

W

hile Marvel’s new
hero flick Thor: Love
and Thunder might
not be coming to
Malaysia, a little bit
of Malaysia is in the movie.
Marvel Studio’s latest blockbuster
Thor: Love and Thunder was all over
Malaysian news recently after it was
confirmed that the movie will not be
screened here locally.
However, there is indeed a
Malaysian born actor playing a role in
the fourth instalment of the Thor
franchise.
Born in Penang in 1961, 61-year-old
Simon Russell Beale portrays the
Olympian god Dionysus Acratophorus

in the movie.
In Greek mythology, Dionysus is the
son of Zeus and the Greek god of wine
and ecstasy.
In Thor: Love and Thunder, Beale
can be seen among other gods in the
fictional universe during a scene
where they are gathered at
Omnipotence City. Beale spent his
early years in Penang when his
father was serving in the Army
Medical Services before relocating to
England.
The multi-award winning actor is
known for his work on stage television
and film, and even received a knighthood in 2019.
To date, he has been in over 30 theatre productions, 20 movies and over a
dozen television shows.
– The Star/ Asia News Network

Warner Bros axes ‘Batgirl,’ won’t release $90M HBO Max film
The studio decided the film, starring Grace in the title role, didn’t merit either a streaming debut or a theatrical release, and has instead opted to entirely write off the film.
JAKE COYLE

insha’Allah (if God wills).”
The directors signed their statement, posted on Instagram, “Batgirl
For Life.”
Late Wednesday, Grace posted on
Instagram that she was proud of the
work that went into “Batgirl.”
“I feel blessed to have worked among
absolute greats and forged relationships for a lifetime in the process!”
wrote Grace. “To every Batgirl fan –THANK YOU for the love and belief,
allowing me to take on the cape and

NEW YORK

I

n a highly unusual move that
rattled Hollywood, Warner Bros.
axed the “Batgirl” film planned
for HBO Max, opting to shelve
the $90 million film as the reorganized studio revamps its approach
to streaming and DC Comics films.
The studio ultimately decided the
nearly completed “Batgirl” didn’t
merit either a streaming debut or a
theatrical release. Warner Bros.
instead is choosing to entirely write
off the film starring “In the Heights”
star Leslie Grace as Batgirl and
co-starring Michael Keaton (returning as Batman), J.K. Simmons and
Brendan Fraser. It was directed by
Adil El Arbi and Bilall Fallah.
Production wrapped in April.
Warner Bros.’ decision, one without
any obvious parallel in recent
Hollywood history, sent shockwaves
through the industry. When a movie
doesn’t meet a studio’s expectations,
it’s typically sold off or dumped quietly with little fanfare. “Batgirl,” greenlit before WarnerMedia’s merger with
Discovery Inc., will instead simply not
see the light of day.
“The decision to not release Batgirl
reflects our leadership’s strategic shift
as it relates to the DC universe and
HBO Max,” a Warner Bros. spokesperson said in a statement, adding that
Grace is “an incredibly talented actor
and this decision is not a reflection of

Warner Bros’
decision sent
shockwaves through
the industry.
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Leslie Grace arrives at a screening of ‘In the Heights’ on June 4, 2021.
her performance.”
The filmmakers learned of the studio’s decision shortly before the story
broke late Tuesday. An early cut of
“Batgirl” had recently undergone one
test screening. And while its scores
weren’t good, poor test results haven’t
been infrequent for Warner Bros.’ DC
releases nor has post-production

drama. Zack Snyder’s “Justice
League” was recut and reshot by Joss
Whedon before a fan campaign led to
the eventual HBO Max release of an
edit by Snyder. The badly received
2016 “Suicide Squad” was followed by
James Gunn’s similarly titled 2021
relaunch “The Suicide Squad.”
“We are saddened and shocked by

the news. We still can’t believe it,” El
Arbi and Fallah said in a statement
Wednesday. “As directors, it is critical
that our work be shown to audiences,
and while the film was far from finished, we wish that fans all over the
world would have had the opportunity
to see and embrace the final film
themselves. Maybe one day they will

become, as Babs said best, ‘my own
damn hero!’”
Under new Warner Bros. Discovery
chief executive David Zaslav, Warner
Bros. is shifting its strategy on film
releases and trimming costs. Under
previous chief executive Jason Kilar
and partly as a pandemic response,
the studio implemented day-and-date
releases in 2021, opening films simultaneously in theaters and on HBO
Max. Other films, like “Batgirl,” were
produced solely for HBO Max.
This year, Warner Bros. has returned
to exclusive theatrical windows for at

least 45 days before sending movies to
HBO Max. While “Batgirl” isn’t as
pricey as many superhero films, which
typically cost $150-200 million to make,
it’s a bigger budget movie for an HBO
Max title. Zaslav has maintained larger
budgeted movies are best served by a
theatrical rollout. But marketing a
movie like “Batgirl” for that kind of
release would require tens of millions
more. Warner Bros. Discovery is set to
report
second-quarter
earnings
Thursday.
Warner Bros. also shelved “Scoob!:
Holiday Haunt,” an almost-completed
sequel to 2020’s “Scoob!” Producer and
writer Tony Cervone confirmed wrote
in an Instagram post that “the movie
is practically finished and turned out
beautifully. I am beyond heartbroken.”
The “Batgirl” cancellation comes as
Warner Bros. is trying to revamp its
DC Films operations. While “The
Batman” earlier this year performed
well with $770.8 million in ticket sales,
Warners’ DC releases have been erratic and plagued by controversy. “The
Flash,” scheduled for release next
June, stars Ezra Miller who has been
arrested twice this year in Hawaii, in
a disorderly conduct case and on suspicion of assault.
Warner Bros. is hoping to reorganize and reset its DC pipeline—going
bigger, not smaller with its rival
Marvel. The more modestly scaled,
streaming-only “Batgirl” didn’t suit
those plans.
– Associated Press
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