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A Tharu woman gives a ritual donation to a cultural troupe at Bokatiya in Bardiya’s Badhaiyatal on the eve of Maghi, on Saturday.
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Today

Marcus Rashford scored a late win-
ner as Manchester United came from 
behind to beat rivals Manchester City 
2-1, dragging Erik ten Hag’s side back 
into the Premier league title race 
sooner than anyone expected. Pg 7

n SPortS

Nepali traders had cheered when 
China allowed two-way trade to 
resume at the rasuwagadhi-Kerung 
border last month, but they are find-
ing out that the joy may have been 
premature. Pg 5

Russian missile attacks hit critical 
infrastructure in Kyiv and the east-
ern city of  Kharkiv on Saturday 
morning, and a utility company 
imposed emergency power cuts in the 
capital and two other regions. Pg 6

Iran said on Saturday it had exe-
cuted a dual iranian-British national 
who once held a high-ranking position 
in the country’s defence ministry 
despite international warnings to halt 
his death sentence. Pg 6

n MoNEy

n WorlD

Nepal Electricity Authority is  
facing hurdles in building trans-
mission lines in different parts of  the 
country, the latest seen at a proposed 
substation site in lapsephedi area on 
the outskirts of  Kathmandu. Pg 3

ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

Nepalgunj Sub-metropolitan City has 
been witnessing a massive measles 
outbreak over  the last two weeks.  
the contagious viral disease, which 
killed a 30-month-old toddler and has 
infected over 130 people, has already 
spread in 12 of  the 23 wards of  the 
sub-metropolis.

Health authorities in Banke have 
been launching mass vaccination 
drives in the disease-hit wards of   
the city in which children aged 
between six months and 15 years  
are being jabbed with the measles  
vaccine. 

infection has been seen in the adult 
population as well, but they are only 
getting post-symptomatic treatment.

the outbreak has occurred in an 
area that was declared ‘fully  

immunised’ in March 2021.
Child health experts in Nepal  

questioned the authenticity of  
government agencies’ claims of  
fully-immunised local units and 
districts and seriousness of  the 
three tiers of  government 
towards achieving the country’s 
health goals.

Here’s all about Nepal’s cur-
rent childhood vaccination sta-
tus and the reason for the fre-
quent measles outbreaks.

What is measles?
Measles is a contagious disease caused 
by a virus of  the paramyxovirus fami-
ly, transmitted through fluids from the 
nose, mouth or throat of  infected per-
sons and through air. the virus infects 
the respiratory tract, then spreads 
throughout the body. it remains a big 
cause of  death among young children 
globally despite the availability of  a 
safe and effective vaccine, according 
to the World Health organisation.

>> Continued on page 2

Low uptake of vaccines is the main reason. The World Health Organisation 
on Friday called on countries to take urgent measures against measles.

Behind the frequent measles outbreaks
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Measles can be prevented through immunisation.

Dahal to visit India 
in first foreign trip

ANIL GIRI
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

Government officials have started 
preparations for Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal’s visit to india in the near 
future with the prime minister saying 
on Saturday that he would make New 
Delhi his first port of  call after taking 
up the executive job in December-end.

Speaking with some editors and 
journalists at Baluwatar, Dahal said 
the Nepali Embassy in New Delhi was 
coordinating with relevant offices and 
officials in New Delhi on the visit.

in 2008, after being elected prime 
minister for the first time, Dahal went 
off  the beaten track to visit Beijing for 
the olympics inaugural ceremony 
without first travelling to india, as 
Nepali prime ministers have tradi-
tionally done. Dahal later tried to con-
trol the damage and upon his return 
from Beijing, said his first ‘official’ 
visit would still be to New Delhi. 

Having thus caused deep suspicions 
in the officialdom in New Delhi, 
Dahal, in his second stint as prime 
minister, first went to india on a state 
visit in September, 2016. in July last 
year, Dahal visited india at the invita-
tion of  Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
national president JP Nadda. Dahal 
had at the time met External affairs 
Minister of  india S Jaishankar, 
National Security adviser ajit Doval 
and the BJP president.

Multiple sources in Kathmandu and 
New Delhi told the Post that Dahal 
could visit india at the end of  February 
or in March. Dahal’s visit will happen 
only after the election of  the President, 
two CPN (Maoist Centre) leaders who 
are familiar with the developments 

said. “However, if  the indian side 
insists on the visit before the new 
President is elected, the trip may even 
take place earlier,” one of  them said.

the presidential vote is due in 
February as the term of  President 
Bidya Devi Bhandari expires in 
March-end. as per the constitution, 
the election is held a month prior to 
the expiry of  the incumbent’s term.

Foreign Secretary of  india Vinay 
Mohan Kwatra will visit Kathmandu 
to extend an invitation to the prime 
minister, probably after January 26, 
india’s republic Day, sources in the 
Ministry of  Foreign affairs and the 
Nepali Embassy in Delhi said. the two 
sides would then discuss the visit and 
fix the exact date. a series of  bilateral 
mechanisms that are due to meet soon 
will set the visit’s tone, officials said.   

Foreign ministry sources said that 
ahead of  the visit, meetings of  vari-
ous bilateral mechanisms are planned.

“Soon, we will hold the energy sec-
retary-level meeting, followed by those 
of  water resources, agriculture, inte-
grated check post, railway and the 
bilateral project oversight mechanism 
led by Nepal’s foreign secretary and 
the indian ambassador to Nepal,”  
foreign ministry sources told the Post.

>> Continued on page 2

Prime minister’s overture to Congress 
on key posts makes UML jittery
TIkA R PRADhAN
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal’s 
statement on Saturday that he would 
consult the Nepali Congress on the 
elections of  the President and the 
Speaker has created confusion among 
the coalition partners.

Dahal’s statement, which he made 
while meeting a group of  editors at 
Baluwatar, comes at a time that lead-
ers of  CPN-UMl, his major coalition 
partner, are increasingly suspicious 
of  the Congress’ decision to give the 
trust vote to the prime minister. 

after a series of  meetings with 
UMl Chairman KP Sharma oli,  
Dahal was said to have removed  
many such suspicions that the CPN 
(Maoist Centre) and the Nepali 
Congress, which fought the three-tier 
elections held last year in an alliance, 
were cosying up again.

When the Congress, fresh after 
emerging the largest party from  
the November elections, refused to 
make Dahal the prime minister, he 
sided with the UMl to win the  
chief  executive post. 

But then the Congress threw up  
a surprise by deciding to back Dahal 
as prime minister in the confidence 
vote. Many saw the move as Congress 
President Sher Bahadur Deuba  
trying to drive a wedge between  

Dahal and oli. 
Some Congress leaders have said 

they gave their trust vote to Dahal, 
expecting votes for their own candi-
dates in the Presidential and Speaker 
elections. Congress leaders may have 
hoped to turn the tide in their favour 
as the head of  state is elected through 
a secret vote by members of  the 
National assembly, the House of  
representatives and members of  the 
seven provincial assemblies.

Dahal’s Saturday statement leaves 
the possibility of  political realliances 
for the looming elections open. “We 
have called an all-party meeting on 
tuesday where the elections to the 
President, Speaker and deputy 
Speaker will be discussed,” Dahal 
said. “as the Nepali Congress also 
gave me the vote of  trust, it is my duty 
to consult the party too.” 

the largest party in the House with 
89 seats, Nepali Congress gave Dahal 
the vote of  confidence on January 10.

“When oli and i reached an agree-
ment on power sharing, it was 
imagined that the Congress would sit 
on the opposition bench. Now that the 
Congress has extended me support, it 
is my responsibility to consult the 
party as well,” Dahal told the editors. 

“i need to thank the Nepali Congress 
and discuss how to go about election-
ing the President, the Speaker and 
others.” 

Several bilateral meetings will precede the sojourn  
that will take place in late February or early March.

Cabinet expansion by Monday and all-party meeting on Tuesday, Dahal tells journalists.

The iconicity of  Prithvi 
Narayan Shah raising his 
index finger is interpreted 
variously, but the one given by 
textbooks and teachers is the 
most authentic, writes Abhi 
Subedi. Pg 4

n oPiNioN

india’s foreign  
secretary is due to 
visit Nepal to speed 
up preparations.

Dahal clarified to the editors that 
there has been no written agreement 
with other partners on electing the 
President, Vice President and Speaker.

>> Continued on page 2
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$9.82  
billion

Nepal’s Foreign Exchange Reserves 
as of  mid-December 2022, which is 

adequate for sustaining merchandise 
and services imports of  8.7 months.

Source: Nepal raStra BaNk

Rs480.50 
billion 

Total remittances received during  
the first five months of  the current 
fiscal year 2022-23 with a rise of  23 

percent year-on-year. 
Source: Nepal raStra BaNk

6 million
Targeted beneficiaries of  social  
security allowance in the next  
five years as per the ‘Common 
Minimum Programme’ of  the  
ruling parties, which is nearly  
double of  the current number.

Rs25,000
Minimum wage per month vowed by 
the ruling parties in their ‘Common 

Minimum Programme’ in the  
next five years, from the current 

Rs15,000 per month. 

122 
tonnes

Coffee output in Lumbini Province in 
the fiscal year 2021-22,as production 

drops by 27.84 percent as per  
the Siddharthanagar-Annual 

Economic Activity Port.
Source: Nepal raStra BaNk

Growth rate of  credit to the private 
sector during the first five months of  
current fiscal year 2022-23, down from 

10.4 percent year-on-year. 
Source: Nepal raStra BaNk

1.6%

28
Active Covid-19 cases as of   

January 13, 2023.
Source: MiNiStry of HealtH aNd populatioN

Properties worth Rs4.9 million 
destroyed in Sidhuwa fire
DHANKUTA: Properties worth about 
Rs4.9 million were destroyed by fire 
in Sidhuwa Bazaar in Chhathar 
Jorpati Rural Municipality-6, 
Dhankuta, on Friday night. The rag-
ing fire that broke out from a meat 
shop completely destroyed four hous-
es while two others incurred partial 
damage, according to police. The dis-
trict disaster management commit-
tee, the municipality and Dhankuta 
chapter of  Nepal Red Cross Society 
provided relief  materials to the vic-
tims on Saturday.

 

Dhital elected Gandaki 
Assembly Speaker
KASKI: CPN (Maoist Centre) leader 
Krishna Dhital has been elected as 
the Speaker of  Gandaki provincial 
assembly. Dhital, who was elected 
from Gorkha-1 (a), secured 32 votes 
while Nepali Congress’s Saraswati 
Aryal Tiwari obtained 26 votes. A 
total of  58 members were present dur-
ing the provincial assembly meeting 
held to elect the speaker.

 

40 infected with tuberculosis  
in Darchula
DARCHULA: Forty people in Darchula, 
a remote district in Sudurpaschim 
Province, have been found to be 
infected with tuberculosis. According 
to the district health office, the tuber-
culosis patients are between 15 and 80 
years in age and they are receiving 
medicines on a regular basis. The dis-
trict health office estimates that there 
could be more than 300 tuberculosis 
patients in the district. “People hide 
their diseases due to ignorance and 
also fearing social stigma,” said 
Jayaraj Bhatta, chief  at the district 
health office. “We are worried about 
the possible spread of  tuberculosis  
in the community.”

>> Continued from page 1

Measles history in Nepal
Measles was endemic in Nepal. In the 
past, hundreds of  children died every 
year in the country from the potential-
ly fatal contagion.

Routine measles vaccination in 
Nepal began in 1979, starting with 
three districts. The campaign was 
extended nationwide after 10 years. 
Despite measles vaccines being 
included in the regular immunisation 
list, an average of  90,000 cases were 
recorded every year from 1994 to 2004.

“I was deputed to Doti after deaths 
of  over 300 children from measles 
infection there some 35 years ago,” 
said Dr Baburam Marasini, former 
director at the Epidemiology and 
Disease Control Division. “I remem-
ber we had admitted and treated more 
than 80 children in a 15-bed hospital.”

With the increase in vaccine cover-
age, both infection and death rates 
from the virus declined significantly. 
Still, measles continues to stalk many 
children across the country.

The vaccine 
Measles can be prevented through 
immunisation. The best way to protect 
against the deadly disease is to get the 
measles-rubella (MR) shots. The gov-
ernment has included the MR shots in 
its regular immunisation programme 
and offers the vaccine free of  cost. 
Children get two doses of  vaccine—in 
nine months and in 15 months—under 
the programme. Apart from this, 
health authorities also launch a 
nationwide mass vaccination drive 
every four years targeting children 
who missed the vaccine doses in  
regular immunisation programmes. 
All children under five are adminis-
tered the MMR vaccine during the 
campaign.

Why frequent outbreaks?
Currently, Nepalgunj Sub-metropolis 
has been grappling with a massive 
measles outbreak. Such incidents 
were previously reported from 
Kapilvastu, Dang, Dhading, 
Kathmandu and Morang, among other 
districts.

Low vaccination coverage, internal 
migration, lack of  public awareness 
on the importance of  vaccines and 

government apathy are attributed to 
regular outbreaks of  measles in the 
districts, according to health experts.

Public health experts say most  
measles outbreaks have been  
reported among the marginalised and 
religious communities—Muslims and 
Catholics—as well as other backward 
groups where the level of  awareness 
of  regular immunisation is low. 
Rumours about measles vaccines 
causing impotence and high fever are 
also still rife in these communities.

The vaccine coverage rate is low in 
some Muslim communities, as they 
believe that gelatine derived from pigs 
is included in the vaccines. Some from 
the Catholic Christian community 
believe they don’t need vaccines as 
God takes care of  them. Also, some 
elites in major cities apparently reck-
on they can do without vaccination. 
Moreover, working class people who 
go from place to place are also being 
deprived of  vaccination.

“When all children are not immu-
nised, risks of  disease outbreaks 
increase,” said Dr Jhalak Gautam, 
former chief  of  the Immunisation 
Section at the Family Welfare Division 
under the Department of  Health 
Services. “We must make every effort 
to increase the vaccine coverage.”

Nepal’s goal of  measles elimination
Nepal had committed to eliminating 
measles by 2023. But the outbreak of  
the deadly disease at the start of  2023 
shows that the country is nowhere 
near meeting the measles elimination 
target. The previous deadline of  2019 
had to be extended due to the failure to 
meet the target.

To declare measles as eliminated, 
the number of  cases should be less 
than five in every million people 
throughout the year.

“To achieve measles elimination 
status, over 95 percent of  the total 
children need to be immunised with 
both doses of  vaccine and no children 
should miss the vaccine,” said Dr 
Jhalak Sharma, former chief  of  the 
Immunisation section at the Family 
Welfare Division of  the Department 
of  Health Services.

Nepal’s vaccination status
A recent report of  the Nepal 

Demographic and Health Survey-2022 
carried out by the Ministry of   
Health and Population shows that  
four percent of  children in the 12–23 
month age group have received  
no vaccine.

This figure was just one percent in 
2016, and the rapid surge in the num-
ber of  unvaccinated children poses a 
serious threat to the country’s achieve-
ments in immunisations made over 
the years through huge investments, 
child health experts warn.

The study shows that overall, 80 
percent of  children aged 12–23 months 
are fully vaccinated with basic anti-
gens. The measles-rubella vaccine 
uptake rate is 89 percent. The percent-
age of  children aged 12–23 months 
who are fully vaccinated (received all 
the basic antigens) has fluctuated over 
the time, rising from 43 percent in 1996 
to a peak of  87 percent in 2011, then 
decreasing to 78 percent in 2016,  
and again increasing slightly to 80 
percent in 2022.

Experts’ take 
Child health experts say the increase 
in the number of  children who did not 
take any vaccine from one percent to 
four percent in a five-year period is 
alarming.

“We are at a risk of  outbreaks of  
multiple vaccine-preventable diseas-
es. All our achievements in child 
health are at risk,” said Gautam, the 
former chief  of  the Immunisation 
Section at the Family Welfare Division 
of  the Department of  Health Services. 
“After the declaration of  a fully immu-
nised district, the vaccination pro-
gramme perhaps got less priority. 
Without developing a system that 
ensures that no child misses the  
vaccines, these types of  outbreaks 
won’t stop.”

The experts suggest micro-planning 
to ensure no child misses the vaccine, 
improvement of  preparedness to 
respond to the outbreaks and better 
coordination among the concerned 
agencies under all three tiers of  gov-

ernments, as well as with internation-
al partners, including UN bodies like 
WHO and UNICEF.

Status in South-East Asia region 
According to UNICEF, five out of   
the region’s 11 countries (Bhutan, 
DPR Korea, Maldives, Sri Lanka  
and Timor-Leste) have eliminated 
Measles and two countries (the 
Maldives and Sri Lanka) have elimi-
nated Rubella as well.

But the potentially deadly disease  
is still being spotted in Nepal, 
Indonesia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, 
India and Thailand. 

WHO on measles risks in the region
The World Health Organisation South-
East Asia Region on Friday called on 
countries to take urgent and accelerat-
ed measures against Measles which is 
on the rise with nearly nine million 
children in the region having missed 
vaccination against the killer disease 
in the last two years.

Issuing a statement on the 12th 
anniversary of  the last case of  wild 
poliovirus detected in the region, 
Regional Director Dr Poonam 
Khetrapal Singh said a strong political 
commitment, determination, focussed 
and concerted efforts and community 
support that marked efforts for polio 
elimination are now urgently needed 
to stop and prevent measles outbreaks 
and called for accelerated efforts to 
eliminate the disease.

Measles and rubella elimination is 
the flagship priority programme of  
WHO South-East Asia Region. The 
region recorded 73 percent reduction 
in measles deaths and 64 percent 
reduction in measles cases between 
2014 and 2021.

“The decline in vaccine coverage, 
and interruptions and delays in 
immunisation and surveillance  
activities due to Covid-19, leaves the 
region susceptible to large outbreaks, 
and off  track for the 2023 target of  
measles and rubella elimination,” 
said the regional director. “We need to 
urgently close immunity gaps with 
tailored approaches for highest 
impact, such as through catch-up cam-
paigns, and strengthening of  the rou-
tine immunisation with better 
micro-planning.”

Experts suggest micro-planning to ensure no child misses vaccine

>> Continued from page 1

Singha Durbar officials said prepa-
rations are independent of  any offi-
cial instruction from the prime minis-
ter. When Foreign Secretary Bharat 
Raj Paudyal visited India in 
September, he invited Indian Foreign 
Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra for a 
return visit, a senior foreign ministry 
official said.

“Kwatra will probably make the 
return trip to Kathmandu for the for-
eign secretary-level meeting after the 
prime minister gets a formal invite to 
visit India.”

But Paudyal has yet to send an invi-
tation to Kwatra to come to 
Kathmandu, the official said. “Our 
prime minister also has to make a 
return trip to India after Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi visited 
Lumbini in May last year.”

Soon after Dahal took the oath of  
office, Kwatra called on him on 
December 27 and invited him to visit 
India. In his interview to an Indian 
news channel on December 28, Dahal 
confirmed that he had received a 
phone call from Kwatra and was invit-
ed to visit India at a convenient date.

“I think my first foreign visit will be 
from India,” Dahal said in the inter-
view with ABP News.

On December 30, Indian 
Ambassador Naveen Srivastava, while 
handing over a written congratulato-
ry message by Indian Prime Minister 
Modi to Dahal, extended the invita-
tion, sources said. 

Responding to Modi’s message, 
Dahal said that he wants to work 
closely with New Delhi, speed up 
implementation of  India-funded pro-
jects and improve Nepal-India ties. 

Shanker Sharma, Nepal’s ambassa-
dor to India, said he hopes the prime 
minister’s visit takes place soon.

“Once the date is finalised, we will 
proceed with the preparations,” 
Sharma told the Post over phone from 
Delhi. “We are waiting for instruc-
tions from Kathmandu.”

Ground being laid 
for Dahal’s visit

>> Continued from page 1

“I will hold a meeting of  the parties 
that supported me on January 17. I’m 
trying to forge an agreement among 
all the parties,” Dahal said. “Many 
things will be determined by that 
all-party meeting.”

Some UML leaders tried to down-
play the matter saying that they had 
no confusion over the confidence vote 
of  Congress as Oli and Dahal had 
already settled the issue and were now 
focused on Cabinet expansion. 

“How can Dahal talk about power 
sharing with the  Congress after 
becoming the prime minister with the 
UML’s support?” asked Prithvi Subba 
Gurung, deputy general secretary of  
the UML, who is among the Speaker 
candidates. “Dahal must have given 
such a statement just to appease 
Congress leaders who gave him their 
vote of  confidence.”

The much-awaited Cabinet expan-
sion deal among the ruling parties has 
also been delayed with no concrete 
agreement on picking the Speaker and 
deputy Speaker. The Parliament 
Secretariat is scheduled to hold the 

votes to elect them on January 19 and 
21, respectively. As per an initial 
agreement in the ruling alliance, the 
UML will get the post of  Speaker and 
one among the Rastriya Swatantra 
Party, Rastriya Prajatantra Party and 
Janata Samajbadi Party will land the 
deputy Speaker position.

UML leaders said they would decide 
the Speaker and deputy Speaker can-
didates after the second Cabinet 
expansion, most likely by Monday 
evening. Prime Minister Dahal also 
said the distribution of  ministries 
among the ruling partners would be 
complete by Sunday evening. 

According to the Parliament 
Secretariat, the schedule for Speaker 
election will be published on January 

17, final nominations will be pub-
lished on November 18, and polling 
will be held on January 19.

UML deputy general secretary 
Bishnu Rimal said the Speaker candi-
dates would be decided after Cabinet 
expansion as discussions on it had yet 
to begin. “The Speaker is allocated to 
the UML but we have yet to finalise the 
candidate,” he added. UML leaders 
said that Chhabilal Bishwakarma and 
Prithvi Subba Gurung are the front-
runners for the Speaker’s post from 
their party. They believe Bishwakarma 
has better chances of  the two. 

A section of  the UML is also float-
ing the name of  Devraj Ghimire, who 
won the recent parliamentary elec-
tions from Jhapa, but his claim is 
weaker compared to the prospects of  
Bishwokarma and Gurung.

“As Bishwokarma represents the 
Dalit community and Gurung comes 
from the indigenous background, both 
their claims are valid. As this puts the 
party leadership under pressure, the 
candidate selection has been delayed,” 
a UML leader said. “When Oli and 
Prime Minister Dahal sealed a pow-

er-sharing deal on December 25, it  
was also agreed to divide the term of  
the Speaker equally between the  
two parties.”

As per the understanding, the 
Maoist Center heads the government 
in the first half  of  the five-year term, 
before handing over the reins to the 
UML in the second half. By extension, 
a UML leader will lead the legislature 
during Dahal’s tenure and a Maoist 
leader will command the House when 
the government leadership is handed 
over to the UML.

The ruling alliance has yet to agree 
on the deputy Speaker candidate  
as well. 

The latest Congress decision on the 
crucial elections came on Wednesday, 
when a meeting of  the party’s incum-
bent and former office bearers decided 
to contest the four top state positions. 

“We will decide [further] only after 
hearing the views of  political parties 
represented in the House,” said senior 
Nepali Congress leader Ram Chandra 
Poudel. “But it’s all up to the prime 
minister whom we supported with  
our trust vote.”

Dahal’s Congress outreach gives rise to suspicion
Nepali Congress 
gave Dahal the vote 
of  confidence on 
January 10.

Traffic police say they have made  
no-horn rule in Valley more stringent
ANUP OJHA
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

In an effort to control noise pollution, 
the Kathmandu Valley Traffic Police 
Office has intensified its ‘no-horn’ 
drive.

Traffic police on Monday booked 
107 drivers for unnecessary honking 
in public spaces, and since then, an 
average of  100 drivers are being given 
tickets every day, according to the 
Valley’s traffic department.

“We have found an increasing num-
ber of  vehicles honking on the streets, 
and so, we have made the drive more 
stringent,” said Rajendra Prasad 
Bhatta, spokesperson at the Valley 
Traffic Police.

While the traffic police used to fine 
Rs500 for those violating the rule, it 
has increased the fine to Rs1,500 from 
December 17. Senior officials at the 
Valley Traffic Police said they 
increased the fine to reduce the num-
ber of  offenders.

“However, we do not take classes for 
no-horn rule breachers,” Bhatta said. 
It’s mandatory for traffic rules viola-
tors to take a one-hour class for 
drink-driving and other offences.

According to the Motor Vehicle and 
Transport Management Act 1993, driv-
ers caught blowing horns in the 
restricted zones will have to pay fines 
up to Rs1,500.

“We want to reduce noise pollution 

since it has various effects on  
human health,” Bhatta said. Doctors 
say noise pollution impacts hearing 
power and can also cause high blood 
pressure, headache, stress, fatigue, 
depression and anxiety. Children, 
elderly people and pregnant women 
are more vulnerable to noise pollution.

Spokesperson Bhatta said the drive 
will run continuously. “We are keep-
ing strictly monitoring the offenders 
of  no-horn rule along with other 
drives such as those aiming to control 
drink-driving, disobedience of  lanes, 
and traffic-light breaching.”

In the first week of  August last year, 
the Valley Traffic Police had re-intro-
duced the campaign for a third time in 
Kathmandu after a new chief  of  the 
Valley Traffic Police, Deputy Inspector 
General Mira Chaudhari, was appoint-
ed. The drive was introduced in coor-
dination with the Kathmandu 
Metropolitan City.

Traffic police data shows that a total 
of  11,477 drivers who flouted the 
no-horn rule have been booked so far 
in the current fiscal year, up from 
9,477 in the whole of  last year. Between 
2017, when the rule was first intro-
duced, and 2019, the traffic police 
booked 12,271 drivers for violating it.

According to traffic police records, 
Kathmandu Valley had as many  
as 1.75 million in August, 2022, up 
from 1.4 million in 2021 and 1.18 mil-
lion in 2017.

Data show 11,477 drivers have been booked for causing noise pollution in the current fiscal year so far.

poSt file pHoto

Drivers caught blowing horns in the restricted zones will have to pay fines up to Rs1,500.

poSt file pHoto

To eliminate measles, over 95 percent of the children need to be vaccinated with two doses.
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Long-pending student union  
election to be held on March 19

POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

The Tribhuvan University has direct-
ed its constituent and affiliated col-
leges to prepare for the free Student 
Union election for March 19 following 
the decision of  the varsity’s executive 
committee to hold the polls that  
haven’t been held for nearly six  
years now.

The administration of  the univer-
sity, which has a share of  some 85 
percent university students in the 
country, decided to go for the polls 
after consulting the deans from dif-
ferent faculties, the examination con-
troller and the various student 
unions. “All the (TU) constituent and 
affiliated colleges are asked for the 
necessary preparation for the free 
Student Union elections on March 
19,” reads the statement issued by the 
university’s publicity department on 
friday. The polls will elect the repre-
sentatives of  students for the next 
two years.

The biennial elections haven’t been 
held since 2017. in the elections five 
years back, voting could take place 
only in 35 constituent campuses and 

some 100 community colleges follow-
ing differences among student unions 
and incidents of  violence in the  
university.

it was only in 2009 that the elec-
tions were held across the country. 
Though the university wants all of  its 
constituent colleges and affiliated 
colleges to hold the election, affiliated 
colleges with private ownership don’t 
hold such polls. Most of  the commu-
nity colleges, however, have been  
conducting the elections.

Pashupati Adhikari, chief  at the 
Directorate of  Student Welfare and 
Sports, said they have informed all 
the colleges to make sure the repre-
sentatives of  the students are elected 
through the democratic process on 
March 19. in addition to 61 constitu-
ent colleges, the university adminis-
tration wants to conduct the elections 
in its 1,040 affiliated colleges—both 
the community and private.

“it is mandatory for all the constit-
uent colleges to hold the elections. 
But for the private colleges it is not. 
However, we expect each of  them to 
have elected student councils,” 
Adhikari told the Post.

Private college operators have been 

saying they will discuss the issue 
among themselves and make their 
position on the matter public once 
the university takes a decision to this 
effect. University officials say there is 
a practice in several countries to have 
student councils in colleges and uni-
versities. Therefore, there is nothing 
wrong in holding the elections in  
private colleges as well, they say.

Starting in 2017, the varsity has 
adopted a mixed electoral system that 
would allow equal division of  seats 
between those elected through the 
proportional and first-past-the-post 
systems. Only those students below 
28 years can take part in voting.

All the student unions, including 
nepal Student Union (nSU) close to 
nepali Congress, have welcomed the 
university’s decision to hold the elec-
tions. earlier, the nSU had been say-
ing the polls can be held only after all 
the pending results are published 
while the university seeks written 
commitment from all the student 
wings. “We now want the university 
administration to stick to its decision 
and make sure the elections are held 
across the country,” said Dujang 
Sherpa, president of  the nSU.

Home minister urges  
justice-for-Nirmala Kurmi 
campaigners to end protest
Kathmandu: Deputy Prime Minister 
and Home Minister rabi Lamichhane 
on Saturday requested the campaign-
ers staging a protest in Kathmandu 
demanding justice for nirmala 
Kurmi to call off  their protest. “i am 
aware of  the sensitivity of  the issue,” 
Lamichhane said while meeting the 
protestors at Maitighar Mandala in 
Kathmandu. “As Home Minister, i 
would like to assure you that i will 
take action against those protecting 
the guilty. Please be assured and 
return to your home.” The minister 
went on to say that he will resign if  
he fails to ensure justice for the vic-
tim. But despite repeated requests 
from Lamichhane, the protestors 
were unmoved. “Provide us with jus-
tice soon. We will not end the protest 
without getting justice,” said ruby 
Khan, a women’s rights activist and 
one of  the leaders of  the protest. 
Women, mostly from nepalgunj, have 
been staging a sit-in in Kathmandu 
for the past 17 days demanding justice 
for Kurmi, who has been missing for 
the past 11 years.

Maoist Centre Deputy General 
Secretary Pun hospitalised
Kathmandu: The CPn (Maoist Centre) 
Deputy general Secretary 
Barshaman Pun has been admitted to 
a hospital in Kathmandu for treat-
ment of  jaundice. Pun, who had 
reached rolpa two days ago, was air-
lifted to Kathmandu through a chop-
per and admitted to the Lalitpur-
based Sumeru Hospital after his 
health condition worsened. The 
Maoist Centre leader had reached his 
constituency by road to distribute 
clothes to the needy people in 
runtigadhi rural Municipality. Pun 
had returned to Kathmandu on 
December 20 after receiving his fol-
low-up treatment at Shenzhen-based 
Third People’s Hospital in China. Pun 
had left for treatment in China after 
his health condition worsened during 
the election rush in november. Pun, 
who is also former finance and ener-
gy minister, has been suffering from 
hereditary hyperbilirubinemia, a 
kind of  jaundice. The disease is 
called Crigler-najjar Syndrome  
Type 2.

Unified Socialist nominates 
Ghanashyam Bhusal as party 
secretariat member
Kathmandu: CPn (Unified Socialist) 
leader ghanashyam Bhusal has been 
nominated secretariat member of  the 
party. A secretariat meeting of  the 
party held on Saturday morning nom-
inated Bhusal, according to secretari-
at member Prakash Jwala. The secre-
tariat of  the party now has 12 mem-
bers with the nomination of  Bhusal. 
former UML leader Bhusal joined 
Unified Socialist on friday amid a 
‘self-announcement programme’ 
organised at a hotel in the Capital. 
Bhusal has argued that he chose the 
Unified Socialist as the party has 
adopted the right political line. Prior 
to november elections, Bhusal had 
quit the CPn-UML after being denied 
the electoral ticket in rupandehi-1. 
He contested the polls as an inde-
pendent candidate but lost to UML’s 
Chhabilal Bishwakarma. Bhusal was 
elected to the House of  
representatives from rupandehi-3 in 
the 2017 elections. He was the  
UML’s deputy general secretary. He 
also served as the agriculture  
minister in the Oli-led Cabinet  
in 2019.

Lapsephedi protest hints at challenges  
in expansion of transmission lines

PRITHVI MAN SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

nepal electricity Authority (neA) is 
facing obstructions in constructing 
transmission line projects in differ-
ent parts of  the country with the lat-
est being reported in the construc-
tion of  a substation at Lapsephedi 
area of  Shankarapur Municipality-3.

Though the state-owned power 
utility reached a temporary truce 
with the agitating locals on friday 
evening, the sides are yet to reach a 
consensus on whether to relocate the 
proposed substation from Bojhini 
area of  Lapsephedi, as demanded by 
the locals.

Due to obstruction from the locals 
who are arguing that the substation 
should not be built around the human 
settlements, the future of  the 400kV 
naya Khimti-Barhabise-Lapsephedi 
transmission line, which the neA 
says is vital for meeting the growing 
power demands in the Kathmandu 
Valley, has become uncertain.

According to the neA, the project 
is in its final phase of  completion 
with just one substation at Bojhini 
and four transmission towers being 
the only remaining tasks to be com-
pleted before the transmission of  
electricity  through this power line 
starts.

even after the locals whose lands 
were acquired received the compen-
sation, protests were organised on 
the instigation of  other unrelated 
people, the neA says.

After facing continued obstruction 
for the last two weeks, the neA on 
friday invited a group of  agitating 
locals to discuss the matter and they 
reached a three-point agreement to 
ease the situation after five-hour-long 
negotiations, according to the power 
utility body.

in a statement on Saturday morn-
ing, the neA said that the locals have 
agreed to discontinue their obstruc-
tion, while the local administration 
would withdraw the police mobilised 
there.

A coordination committee has 
been formed, headed by ward-7 chair-
person Bishnu Prasad Shrestha, 
which will discuss with the locals 
and submit its report within five 
days.

Though the deal brought a tempo-
rary truce between the two sides, the 
conflict also exposed the wider prob-
lems that transmission line projects 
are facing in the country as a large 
number of  hydropower projects are 
in the pipeline, according to neA 
officials.

Due to a delay in completing the 
construction of  the naya Khimti-
Barhabise-Lapsephedi transmission, 
the neA has failed to bring the power 
generated from the country’s largest 
456MW Upper Tamakoshi Project 
directly to the Kathmandu Valley. 
After the Upper Tamakoshi came 
into commercial operation in August 
2021, its power has been taken to 
Dhalkebar from where electricity is 
being transmitted to the eastern 
region as well as Kathmandu. 
“Because of  the long distance, the 
neA has higher power leakages,” 
said Dirghayu Kumar Shrestha, 
chief  of  the Transmission 
Directorate at neA.

Shrestha said there is hardly any 
transmission line project in nepal 
that has not faced hindrances and 
that not even a single project has 
been completed without time and 
cost overruns. 

Other projects are also facing  
different problems from different 
sectors, according to the neA.

for example, the under-construc-
tion 220kV Bharatpur-Bardaghat 
Transmission Line Project has 
remained incomplete as the locals of  
Dumikas, nawalparasi (Susta east) 
have been obstructing the construc-
tion of  two transmission towers in 
the area.

The neA said although it has 
already installed 244 of  the 246  
towers of  the 74-km transmission 
line, it has not been able to transmit 
power at 220kv capacity due to 
obstruction to the installation of   
two towers.

The project’s work was stalled for 
more than a year after the Supreme 
Court in April 2021 issued an interim 
order to stop work on the two last 
pylons. On June 27 last year, the 
court vacated the interim order 
clearing the path for the project to 
resume the erection of  the remaining 
pylons. “Despite the court order, 
locals have been obstructing the 

work in the transmission line,” said 
Shrestha. There is a dispute over how 
to better compensate the locals.

Shrestha said that a land valuation 
team led by the Chief  District Officer 
of  nawalparasi (Susta-east) is con-
ducting the valuation of  the lands 
whose compensation should be pro-
vided. “remaining work in the pro-
ject will now move forward,” he said.

Likewise, the 400 kV Hetauda-
Dhalkebar-inaruwa transmission 
project has also faced prolonged 
delays due to the court case it faced.

On January 30, 2019, Sarita giri, a 
former minister, filed a petition in 
the Supreme Court demanding a 
change in the route of  the transmis-
sion line in the Padariya area of  
Lahan Municipality and the court 
issued an interim order in response. 
After more than three years since the 
interim order was issued, the court 
in early June last year vacated the 
interim order. Shrestha said that the 
work on the project has just begun 

after the interim order was vacated.
new Modi (Parbat)-Laha Chowk 

(Kaski) 132 kV double circuit trans-
mission line came into operation in 
December 2021. “But the Laha 
Chowk-Lekhnath section of  the 
transmission line was obstructed by 
the locals, for months, by not permit-
ting two towers,” said Shrestha. “We 
are now working on the project by 
using the police force.”

The neA also has had a bitter 
experience with the 220kV Khimti-
Dhalkebar transmission line project. 
The Khimti-Dhalkebar project start-
ed in 2004 but was completed only in 
2018 after a prolonged compensation 
dispute brought up by the locals in 
Sindhuli. it was a project built with 
the assistance of  the World Bank. “As 
long as the World Bank was funding, 
locals and non-government organisa-
tions obstructed the works in the 
project,” said the neA Managing 
Director Kul Man ghising. “Only 
after the exit of  the World Bank, we 
used the administrative power to 
remove the obstacles to complete  
the project.”

The under-construction 132kV 
Thankot-Chapagaun-Bhaktapur 
transmission line has been facing 
never-ending obstructions from the 
locals. it has been a work in progress 
since 2004 with the residents of  
Lalitpur unwilling to give up their 
lands and provide the right of  way at 
the proposed rates.

“Locals from Harisiddhi, 
Lagankhel and Khokana have not 
allowed us to construct the transmis-
sion line,” said Shrestha. “Had the 
project been implemented when the 
compensation was fixed in its early 
years, the project would have been 
completed.”

The obstruction in Lapsephedi 
also exposes the challenges the neA 
is facing while expanding the 220kV 
transmission line around the Valley, 
projecting that there will be a 
demand for 3,000 megawatts of   
electricity in the Valley by 2050.

for this, 20 new substations need 
to be built inside the Valley, accord-
ing to the neA. “if  obstructions like 
the one in Lapsephedi continue, it 
will be hard to build other substa-
tions,” Shrestha said.

Indian Railways to 
launch tourist train on 
Ayodhya–Janakpur 
cross-border route
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JAN 14

indian railways is all set to operate a spe-
cial train for pilgrims that will connect 
Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh with Janakpur.

The ‘Bharat gaurav Deluxe Train’ will 
also pass through nandigram, Sitamarhi, 
Kashi and Prayagraj, according to a state-
ment by the indian Ministry of  railways.

The first train on the route will be 
flagged off  on february 17 from new Delhi.

“To realise the vision of  Prime Minister 
narendra Modi to showcase india’s rich 
cultural heritage and magnificent histori-
cal places to the people of  india and the 
world, indian railways is going to run the 
train covering two most significant pil-
grimage sites Ayodhya and Janakpur,” 
reads the statement.

The travel includes a two-night stay in 
hotels, one each at Janakpur and Varanasi 
while the visit to Ayodhya, Sitamarhi and 
Prayagraj will be covered in the day halt at 
the destination, the statement added.

The air-conditioned train with facilities 
including two fine dining restaurants, a 
modern kitchen, shower cubicles in coach-
es, sensor-based washroom functions, and 
foot massager provides two types of   
accommodation, 1st AC and 2nd AC.

The proposed seven-day ‘Bharat gaurav 
Tourist Train’ tour has its first stop in 
Ayodhya, birthplace of  Lord ram, where 
tourists will visit Shri ram Janmbhumi 
temple and Hanuman temple and addition-
ally Bharat Mandir at nandigram.

After Ayodhya, the train will move to 
Sitamarhi railway station in Bihar and 
tourists will further proceed to Janakpur 
in nepal by bus.

During their stay in Janakpur, tourists 
can visit ram Janaki Temple, Sita ram 
Vivah Mandap and Dhanushadham.

After visiting Janakpur, tourists will 
return to Sitamarhi the next day and visit 
Janaki temple at Sitamarhi and Punaura 
Dham. from Sitamarhi, the train will pro-
ceed to Varanasi. While at Kashi, tourists 
will visit Sarnath, Kashi Vishwanath tem-
ple and corridor, Tulsi temple and 
Sankatmochan Hanuman temple. Tourists 
will move from Varanasi to Prayagraj by 
bus and visit Sangam, Shankar Viman 
Mandapam, Hanuman temple and 
Bharadwaj Ashram. After Prayagraj, the 
train will return to Delhi on the seventh 
day of  the journey. They will be travelling 
roughly 2,500 km on the tour. The price for 
the tour starts from irS39,775 per person.

The Nepal Electricity Authority and the agitating locals have reached truce to calm down the situation.

The biennial elections haven’t been held since 2017. In the elections five years back, voting 
could take place only in 35 constituent campuses and some 100 community colleges.

Post Photo

Even after the locals whose lands were acquired received the compensation, unrelated people have instigated protests, the NEA says.
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The present coalition government led by 
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
Prachanda, president of  the CPN (Maoist 
Centre), decided to give a public holiday on 
the occasion of  Prithvi Jayanti, which is 
observed on January 11. The pro-monar-
chist Rastriya Prajatantra Party that carries 
the value, if  not the political structuration 
of  the erstwhile Panchayat political ideolo-
gy, led by a young politician named Rajendra 
Lingden from my region Limbuwan, had set 
this as a condition for giving a vote of  confi-
dence in favour of  the Prachanda-led gov-
ernment. As the algorithm of  the hung 
Parliament would have it, even the largest 
party in the House, the Nepali Congress, has 
voted in favour of  the present coalition of  
parties despite the opposite views held by its 
general secretaries Gagan Thapa and 
Bishwa Prakash Sharma and young intellec-
tuals like Shankar Tiwari. 

Now the largest party in Parliament, the 
Nepali Congress, the second largest party, 
the CPN (Unified Marxist-Leninist), and the 
other parties that hold a significant number 
of  seats all have come together to give the 
present coalition a vote of  confidence. This 
convergence leaves no room for the opposi-
tion in Parliament. This strange covenant of  
heterogeneous groups looks like a unique 
collage, which is a technique in modernist 
painting. But this is a restive montage exe-
cuted not on a longer lasting canvas but 
arranged as an installation art. It is for 
learned political scientists and historians  
to tell us about the significance and tran-
sient nature of  political alliances. In the 
following lines, I would like to dwell on the 
enigmatic image of  the king of  Gorkha, 
Prithvi Narayanan Shah (1723-75), who is 
regarded as the builder of  modern Nepal. 
New historicist interpretations of  Prithvi 
Narayan Shah, his times and works could 
also be evoked.

Iconic feature
Prithvi Narayan Shah’s portraits and stat-
ues have some familiarised features. The 
iconicity of  the king raising his index finger 
is the most eloquent feature in this regard. 

People have interpreted it variously, but the 
interpretation given by the textbooks and 
teachers is the most authentic. The iconic 
feature was created and familiarised by art-
ist Amar Chitrakar (1920-99), who projected 
his vision by making Shah’s statues and 
paintings. I would be thrilled every time 
Chitrakar quietly narrated how he consult-
ed artists and historians several times 
before embarking on the project, especially 
while sculpting the statue installed in front 
of  the huge secretariat named Singh Durbar 
and executing oil portraits of  Prithvi 
Narayan Shah and other Shah kings. 

He prominently mentioned his interac-
tions with Bala Krishna Sama (1903-81), the 
doyen of  Nepali drama and an artist, and 
historian Baburam Acharya (1888-1971) to 
form ideas about the features of  Prithvi 
Narayan Shah’s persona. The challenge was 
great for Amar Chitrakar. He said Sama’s 
ideas about projecting Prithvi Narayan 

Shah’s persona were helpful. But Amar 
Chitrakar quietly confessed he had some 
differences with Sama, though he did not 
elaborate what those differences were. When 
he got a commission to make a statute of  
Prithvi Narayan Shah to install at Prithvi 
Chowk, Pokhara, Chitrakar said he worked 
according to his plans and imagination. 
Chitrakar would have been heartbroken if  
he was alive to see the same statue vandal-
ised by Young Communist League (YCL) 
cadres on May Day 2007. 

We can imagine that Sama, as a poet, had 
formed some imaginary perceptions about 
Nepali nationalism, and the significance of  
the unification of  Nepal must have differed 
from the quiet and realistic interpretation 
of  Amar Chitrakar. However, their common 
consensus emerged on the iconicity of  the 
index finger in both the sculpture and the 
painting. The symbolism of  the index finger 
is unity or unified concept of  a nation. The 

iconicity of  the index finger represents a 
single nation formed through a merger of  
many units, a gestalt almost, which shows a 
singularity of  purpose.       

We can raise a series of  questions like the 
following in this regard. What is the enigma 
of  Prithvi Narayan Shah? Why do politi-
cians bandy his image and name after every 
political change in the country? Why has it 
become a concern of  royalists to uphold his 
image and not others? How did a consensus 
emerge to recognise this day for celebra-
tion? Is it a permanent perception or some-
thing that changes with the nature of  the 
coalitions to form governments? All this 
shows a very uncertain misinterpretation 
of  history. The uncertainty that the political 
interpretations have created about this king 
carries a burden of  ambivalence. A number 
of  questions remain unresolved about the 
Nepali nation and nationalism. Prithvi 
Narayan Shah remains at the centre of  it; he 

has been called a great usurper of  small 
principalities and nationalities, and is also 
remembered for some of  his ruthless deeds. 
He is called a Nepali Otto von Bismarck, 
who achieved German unification in the 
19th century. He is commonly called rash-
tranirmata or the maker of  the Nepali state.

Guerrilla skills
Prithvi Narayan Shah’s other image is that 
of  a teacher whose edicts, presented in aph-
oristic style, have gone down well in history. 
Not only that, Shah’s strategic acumen has 
found admirers in recent times. Maoist lead-
er Prachanda’s admiration for Shah’s guer-
rilla skills has added a new dimension to 
this line of  thinking. Equally enigmatic are 
Prithvi Narayan Shah’s geopolitical inter-
pretations of  Nepal. Modern-day political 
leaders suggest an alternative interpreta-
tion of  the famous dictum of  Prithvi 
Narayan Shah. I especially remember 
Baburam Bhattarai’s alternate interpreta-
tion of  Prithvi Narayan Shah’s renowned 
observation about Nepal being sandwiched 
between two giant boulders. Bhattarai  
says this is a position of  advantage in  
terms of  extending Nepal’s access to the big 
neighbours by utilising the geopolitical 
position for the expansion of  trade and eco-
nomic activities.

The enigma of  Prithvi Narayan Shah 
remains there. As said earlier, this enigma is 
directly related to the geopolitical position 
of  Nepal. But more importantly, Prithvi 
Narayan Shah’s “unification of  Nepal” has 
assumed greater meaning in the context of  
defining Nepal as an independent nation-
state. This subject would also trigger new 
interpretations if  the geopolitical metaphor 
of  Prithvi Narayan Shah were viewed in the 
postcolonial context. This subject demands 
interpretation in terms of  the geo-cultural 
and geo-political history of  South Asia. 
Prithvi Narayan Shah occupies a position 
from where one can interpret the political 
conditionality of  Nepal that covers the  
present political developments that saw the 
end of  the rule of  the House of  Gorkha  
in 2008. The enigma becomes more promi-
nent when we fail to clearly say whether 
Prithvi Narayan Shah evokes a spectre  
of  feudal history or a rational interpretation 
of  the features of  the Nepali nation-state 
beginning with this obtrusive monarch  
of  Gorkha.   

SUCHETA PYAKURYAL

Ask any student of  government and politics 
and they will tell you how the discipline 
makes them understand various systems of  
government and types of  governance and 
political ideologies that the political sys-
tems use to operate. A typical modern, 
legal-rational political system operates 
under a democratic modus operandi. To 
practise democracy, a state needs a system 
in place, and procedural democracy does 
not have many structural-functional tem-
plates it can choose from. 

In Nepal’s case, adopting the system of  
representative democracy made sense to 
the prevailing socio-political mindset. Since 
the start of  our democratic practices in 
1951, representative democracy has been 
the de facto choice, and the prevalent best 
practices point to two popular systems: 
Parliamentary form and presidential form 
of  government. Maybe because we too had a 
colonial residue in our socio-political sys-

tem and psyche and an implicit bias for and 
awe of  the British system of  government, 
we opted for the parliamentary form of  
democratic governance with constitutional 
monarchy after the British model in 1990. 
Reflecting back, one cannot help but won-
der whether our constitutional framers 
even considered other systems of  govern-
ance, such as direct democracy, which prob-
ably is more practical and sustainable given 
the size of  our nation-state.

The Westminster style of  parliamentary 
democracy, which operates under the prem-
ise of  majoritarian rule, comes with certain 
clauses and conditions. The template we 
chose and adopted came with those condi-
tionalities that the West had pointed out 
since the early days of  its inception and 
adoption. They had explicitly pointed out 
how “tyranny of  the majority” is a condi-
tion that can develop, and to counter this 
malaise, a system of  “checks and balances” 
needs to be weaved into the structure. In his 

book On Liberty, a British political philoso-
pher, JS Mill, first discussed the concept of  
the tyranny of  the majority. The precise 
term, however, is attributed to the French 
political philosopher Alexis de Tocqueville 
which he used in his book Democracy in 
America, alongside the discourses on two 
other necessary political conditions for 
democracy “separation of  power” and dem-
ocratic “checks and balances.”

In simple terms, a state cannot hope to 
sustain procedural democracy without the 
separation of  powers and checks and bal-
ances. In the United States, checks and bal-
ances are weaved in through the system of  
separation of  powers, whereby they have 
three branches of  government as well as a 
bicameral legislature. In the United 
Kingdom, checks and balances are conduct-
ed through the opposition along with the 
two-chamber legislature. With these tem-
plates in place, various nouveau democra-
cies have opted for either the presidential or 
parliamentary democracies and have 
encountered various challenges of  both  
the systems such as the idiosyncrasies  
of  hung Parliaments or presidential autoc-
racy, but as of  now, there has been no 
recorded instance of  a Parliament with  
no opposition. 

What Nepal has at the moment is a badly 
morphed political machine that erodes 
democracy bit by bit, an apparatus that can 

systematically steal from the state coffers 
without any organised check in place. 
Suddenly, we find ourselves devoid of  the 
opposition in the Parliament—a substantial 
institution that is part and parcel of  parlia-
mentary democracy as well as a part of  the 
original formula to save Parliament from 
becoming the handmaid of  the ruling par-
ty(s). After a series of  hung parliaments 
that have marred our democracy, it was 

reduced to a bumbling “kakistocracy” last 
week, and that too with kleptocratic tenden-
cies. For the uninitiated, kakistocracy is a 
rule by the worst kind of  people who are 
immoral, unscrupulous or bad. Just as the 
Greek word “eudaimonia” encompasses 
more than the “good life” in the study of  
politics, “kakistos” holds more meaning 
than just the “worst kind”. 

We have a group of  people who, in the 
guise of  delegates or agents of  the people, 
operate as relentless rent-seekers. Be it sys-
temic corruption such as the Baluwatar 
land scam, the Covid-19 healthcare procure-
ment scandal, the pre-election inter-party 
alliance that refuted every ethos of  demo-
cratic politics, the post-election wheel and 
deal behind the newly formed hung 
Parliament that exposed the level of  
accountability of  the erstwhile and the 
present prime ministers, or the latest over-
whelming vote of  confidence garnered by 
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, all 
these point to the direction of  kakistocracy. 
We have formally arrived at the state of  
kakistocracy and what lies ahead looks 
bleak and grim.

We have an economic crisis staring at us. 
The public sector that is festered with sys-
temic corruption is inept in both policy 
formulation and administration, unbridled 
market, and sovereignty that is at risk of  
getting compromised by a massive influx of  
policy imports, political pressures from 
within and outside of  the region, and polit-
ical parties that resemble the American 
political machines of  the 19th century- rife 
with patronage and nepotism. Last year, 
around this time, Transparency 
International published its 2021 Corruption 
Perception Index (CPI), which ranked Nepal 
as one of  the most corrupt countries in the 
world. This year the expectation is that we 
will get an even lower score due to the 
behind-the-scenes political horse-trading 
and election tickets distribution. Making 
matters worse than it already is, we  
now have a newly formed Parliament with 
no opposition.

The “absence of  an organised opposition 
can easily invite political dictatorship” is a 
well-grounded political theory. We may be 
able to escape that political fate with the 
multiparty system that we have in  
place, but the dictatorship of  this wanton 
political class could result in anarchy  
and the collapse of  our entire system,  
something worse. 

One often gets to hear a particular  
sentence uttered by Woodrow Wilson 
through those who teach politics and 
administration on “how easy it is to make a 
constitution, but extremely hard to run 
one”. Never before did this sentence seem 
truer than now.

The uncertainty that the political 
interpretations have created 
about the king carries  
a burden of ambivalence.

To make matters worse,  
we now have a newly  
formed Parliament with  
no opposition.

Enigma of Prithvi Narayan Shah

The Kathmandu Post invites  
well-researched, unapologetic  
opinion pieces. To make sure your 
articles get our attention, please 
keep the following things in mind 
when inquiring and submitting 
your pieces.

All your opinion pieces should  
be pitched to the Opinion desk—not 
to the editor. Email your piece or 
pitch (along with a high-resolution 
headshot and a one-line bio) to 
tkpoped@kmg.com.np.

We will respond only to pitches 
that have original ideas. Plagiarism 
will lead to blacklisting. We suggest 
that you google your pitch before 
writing to us. If  you’re submitting 
an article that the Post or other  
publications have already covered, 
tell us why your piece offers  
something new. 

Let us know what your expertise 
is on the topic you’re interested in 
exploring. The Post receives dozens 
of  pitches every day from aspiring 
writers, students, analysts, activists, 
entrepreneurs and diplomats. We 
are not able to respond to every  
single email, but if  we like your 
idea, we will get back to you within 
a week. 

Call for columns

post IllustratIon

Pyakuryal is director of  the 
Centre for Governance at 
the Institute for Integrated 
Developed Studies.

Abhi Subedi is a poet  
and playwright.

  WORDS & ECHOES
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Our metamorphosis to kakistocracy
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Swiss Franc 140.52
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India’s wholesale passenger 
vehicle volume up on UV 
demand, industry body says
NEW DELHI: india’s wholesale passen-
ger vehicles sales volume grew 7.2 
percent in December as demand for 
utility vehicles (UV) soared, the 
Society of  indian Automobile 
Manufacturers (SiAM) said on Friday. 
Wholesale passenger vehicle volumes 
rose to 235,309 units in December 
from 219,421 units a year ago, and hit 
a record high of  nearly 3.8 million 
units for calendar 2022, said SiAM, 
which records sales to dealers. 
earlier this month, the Federation of  
Automobile Dealers Associations 
(FADA), which publishes retail  
sales data, also reported passenger 
vehicle sales hit an all-time high of  
3.43 million units in 2022. Auto sales 
numbers are keenly watched, as they 
are one of  the key indicators used to 
assess private consumption, carrying 
more than 50 percent weightage in 
calculating the country’s economic 
growth. (REUTERS)

  

Lithuania gas explosion blamed 
on technical malfunction
VALAKELIAI: A powerful gas pipeline 
explosion that prompted the evacua-
tion of  a village in northern 
lithuania was most likely caused by 
a technical malfunction, the head of  
the country’s natural gas transmis-
sion system said on Saturday. The 
blast Friday evening sent flames 50 
metres into the sky. no casualties 
were reported but about 250 people 
were evacuated from the nearby vil-
lage of  Valakeliai as a precaution. 
The fire was extinguished by mid-
night and the residents returned to 
their homes on Saturday as repair 
work began on the damaged pipeline. 
“One of  the [possible causes] is that 
the explosion was a result of  the 
defects in the welding seam of  the 
pipeline, but the investigation will 
provide all answers within several 
days,” said nemunas biknius, the 
head of  Ab Amber Grid, which oper-
ates lithuania’s natural gas trans-
mission system. (AP)

  

Trump Organisation fined  
$1.6 million for tax fraud
NEW YORK: Donald Trump’s company 
was fined $1.6 million Friday for a 
scheme in which the former presi-
dent’s top executives dodged personal 
income taxes on lavish job perks — a 
symbolic, hardly crippling blow for 
an enterprise boasting billions of  dol-
lars in assets. A fine was the only 
penalty a judge could impose on the 
Trump Organisation after its convic-
tion last month for 17 tax crimes, 
including conspiracy and falsifying 
business records. The amount was 
the maximum allowed by law. (AP)

Former Japanese comedian gets second act as star investor
REUTERS
TOKYO, Jan 14 

Japan’s newest star investor has no 
car or hobbies and rarely eats out. but 
Toshiya imura has turned an obses-
sion for stock research into $42 mil-
lion in returns, giving the former 
comedian an enthusiastic fan base 
and a chance to launch his own fund.

After years as an investor and stock 
market YouTuber, the 38-year-old had 
a break-out moment last year when he 
figured in regulatory filings as a large 
shareholder of  coal producers 
Sumiseki Holdings and regional lend-
er First bank of  Toyama.

Small investors took notice and 
piled into the companies, which have 
become known as “imura stocks”. 
Shares of  First bank of  Toyoma have 
nearly doubled over the last year, 
while Sumiseki’s almost trebled. 

Tokyo’s broad TOPiX index has fallen 
6 percent. Mitsui Matsushima 
Holdings, another coal producer 
whose filing showed imura as a major 
shareholder in 2021, has also seen its 
shares surge in the past year.

imura’s fans say his ability to drill 
into financial statements separates 
him from other investors.

“He’s just incredibly good with his 
due diligence and analytical skills,” 
said 51-year-old Yasumasa Yamada, 
who raised his holding in Sumiseki 
after learning of  imura’s position.

“He doesn’t simply read disclosures. 
He also analyses things that are hid-
den behind the numbers, such as how 
excess labour costs could weigh on 
long-term performance.”

imura began investing in 2011, 
when he was working part-time to 
support his comedy gigs that paid just 
$220 that year.

Starting with his savings of  1 mil-
lion yen ($7,700), he has more than 
doubled his returns each year since 
2019. Returns trebled in 2022, for a 
total of  about 5.5 billion yen so far.

imura said he pores over company 
filings, looking for evidence of  chang-
es to the business environment or 
other factors the market may not yet 
have priced in. “i devote all my wak-
ing hours to investment,” he told 
Reuters in an interview. “i believe 
nobody else in Japan spends this 
much time on stocks.” He shut down 
his YouTube channel in 2020 to focus 
more on investing, he said.

Although much of  his strategy is 
rooted in the value investing made 
famous by Warren buffett—he cites 
benjamin Graham’s “The intelligent 
investor” as an influence—imura also 
looks for undervalued companies 
within a promising sector that are 

hidden from most investors’ radar.
“Good business performance alone 

can’t become alpha,” he said, refer-
ring to the returns on an investment 
that exceed a benchmark.

imura said he likes coal producers 
because he believes they have  
been undervalued by the focus on 
clean energy. 

Regional banks will remain attrac-
tive due to expectations of  higher 
interest rates in Japan, he said.

His deep dive into financial reports 
and sector analyses is crucial, he said, 
as he prefers to concentrate on a few 
choice stocks rather than spreading 
his funds thin.

He now plans to start his own fund 
this year, with some initial funding 
from his own wealth, and will team up 
with a former institutional investor 
he admires. He declined to name his 
future partner.

Kerung border reopening brings little joy to traders
KRISHANA PRASAIN
KaTHManDU, Jan 14

nepali traders had cheered when 
China allowed two-way trade to 
resume at the Rasuwagadhi-Kerung 
border last month, but they are find-
ing out that the joy may have been 
premature.

beijing has declared that exports 
from nepal will be allowed to pass 
only on a fortnightly basis. imports to 
nepal, however, are permitted to pass 
daily, officials said.

“For now, China has allowed 14 
goods carriers to cross the border 
every fortnight,” narayan Prasad 
bhandari, chief  of  the Rasuwa 
Customs Office, told the Post.

“They say this is because they have 
to disinfect the vehicles. They also 
keep nepali exports in quarantine for 
a few days before forwarding them to 
key Chinese cities,” he said.

exporters pile up their goods at the 
customs yard in Rasuwa, and com-
plete the paperwork like customs dec-
laration. “The goods are then dis-
patched, and this is done every fort-
night,” bhandari said.nepali traders 
say they are happy that China has 
allowed two-way trade, but the new 
provision is still like a trade embargo.

nepal has shipped goods worth Rs50 
million to China since December 22 
when exports were again allowed. 
before that, only imports were 
allowed, and that too with restric-
tions. According to bhandari, there 
were at least two consignments to 
China in the last three weeks. A total 
of  28 goods carrying containers 
passed through the border point load-
ed with handicraft items like copper 
utensils, bamboo seats, nepali paper 
and carpets, among others. 

nepali officials at the highest levels 
have long been requesting beijing to 
resume full-fledged trade via the 
northern border points.

“before the pandemic, five to six 
cargo containers used to depart for 
China. but exports stopped for three 
years from March 2020,” bhandari 
said.“After Covid-19, Chinese contain-
ers would bring goods up to the  
border point where they were trans-
ferred to nepali goods carriers,” 
bhandari said.

“it is the same with exports, which 
increases the cost,” said bhandari. “if  
nepali containers are allowed to go to 
Kerung for both import and export, 
this may reduce costs significantly,” 
he said.

nepali traders, who suffered huge 
losses due to the disruption in cargo 
movement, have long been demanding 
a full-fledged resumption of  export 

and import from the Rasuwagadhi-
Kerung-Jilong and Tatopani-zhangmu 
border points. 

For the past 35 months, nepali  
traders have been importing goods in 
small quantities through the 
Rasuwagadhi-Kerung border point, 
while trade through the Tatopani-
zhangmu point remains at a complete 
stop. initially, China had closed  
the border point in early 2020 because 
of  heavy snowfall and the lhosar  
festival. 

After the coronavirus was declared 
a pandemic by the World Health 
Organisation on March 11, 2020, coun-
tries were compelled to close their 
borders and impose lockdowns to pre-
vent the disease from spreading.

besides Covid-19, poor infrastruc-
ture on the nepali side and frequent 
landslides along the road remain 
obstacles to using the trading point to 
its full potential.

Dayananda KC, chief  of  the 
Tatopani Customs Office at larcha, 
Sindhupalchok, says that exports 
through the Tatopani border point 
have not reopened while imports are 
restricted. Accordion to KC, they had 
communicated with navaraj Dhakal, 
the consulate general of  nepal in 
lhasa, a few days ago. 

“Chinese authorities have agreed to 
open the Tatopani border point to two-
way trade too,” said KC. He added that 
only five containers were arriving 
daily via the Tatopani border point.

The Tatopani border point was com-
pletely closed in 2015 after the earth-
quake, and it came into partial opera-
tion after the construction of  the dry 
port in 2019.

“China has removed all the struc-
tures and residences in Khasa, and is 
concentrating on the Kerung border 
point as it is being developed for inter-
national connectivity,” KC said. 
“China has a long-term focus on trade 
through Kerung.”According to KC, 
the Tatopani trade point is viable for 
traders due to the cost factor and its 
proximity to Kathmandu. “The trans-
portation cost while bringing goods 
from Rasuwa comes to around 
Rs100,000, but the freight charge from 
Tatopani is only Rs35,000. So traders 
prefer Tatopani for trading,” KC said.

Ram Hari Karki, vice-president of  
the nepal Trans Himalayan border 
Commerce Association, said that 
exports might increase in the coming 
days as beijing has just opened the 
border after a long time.

“imports may have slowed in recent 
days due to high bank interest rates 
and a stronger US dollar,” said Karki.

China still has not allowed move-
ment of  people through the border 
point while it has opened the air 
routes to travellers.

According to the Department of  
Customs, nepal suffered a trade defi-
cit of  Rs263.97 billion with China in 
the last fiscal year 2021-22. 

nepal imported goods worth 
Rs264.78 billion while exports amount-
ed to a meagre Rs808.75 million.

The trade deficit with China 
reached Rs94.33 billion in the first five 
months of  the current fiscal year 
ended mid-December.

nepal imported goods worth Rs94.58 
billion and exported goods worth 
Rs244.72 million. The main imports 
from China are readymade garments, 
footwear, electronic goods, household 
items and fruits. 

 PoST PhoTo: ANISh REGMI

A cotton candy vendor crosses a suspension bridge at Kirtipur in the Capital on Saturday. 

Exports from Nepal are allowed to pass every fortnight while imports to Nepal are permitted to pass daily, officials say.

 PhoTo CoURTESY: PUNYA BIKRAM KhADKA

Nepali officials at the highest levels have long been requesting Beijing to resume full-fledged trade via the northern border points.  

Gas will be needed for long time: Qatar, UAE ministers
REUTERS
aBU DHaBI, Jan 14 

The world will need natural gas for a 
long time and more investment is 
required to ensure supply security 
and affordable prices during the glob-
al energy transition, the energy min-
isters of  Qatar and the United Arab 
emirates said on Saturday.

Saad al-Kaabi, Qatari state minister 
for energy, told the Atlantic Council 
Global energy Summit that a mild 
winter in europe had seen prices 

come down, but that volatility would 
remain “for some time to come” given 
there was not much gas coming into 
the market until 2025.

“The issue is what’s going to happen 
when they [europe] want to replenish 
their storages this coming year and 
the next year,” he said.

Kaabi later told reporters that 
Qatar, which is working to expand its 
gas output, has limited volumes going 
to europe that it would not divert 
away, “but there is a limit to what we 
can do”.

Qatar is one of  the world’s top pro-
ducers of  liquefied natural gas (lnG). 
The UAe is an OPeC oil producer that 
is sharpening its focus on the gas mar-
ket as europe seeks to replace Russian 
energy imports after supply cuts since 
Western sanctions were imposed on 
Moscow over its invasion of  Ukraine.

The Qatari minister said he believed 
that Russian gas would eventually 
return to europe.

UAe energy Minister Suhail 
al-Mazrouei, speaking on the same 
panel in Abu Dhabi, agreed that “for a 

very long time, gas will be there” and 
that while more renewable energy 
would be installed, more investment 
was needed in gas as a base load. “The 
whole world needs to think of  resourc-
es and how to enable companies to 
produce more gas to make it available 
and affordable,” Mazrouei said.

Kaabi said it was unfair for some in 
the West as part of  its green energy 
push to say African countries should 
not be drilling for oil and gas when it 
was important for their economies 
and the world needed more supply.

Twitter’s laid-off 
workers asked  
to drop lawsuit, 
judge rules
REUTERS
CaLIFORnIa, Jan 14 

Twitter inc has secured a ruling allow-
ing the social media company to force 
several laid-off  workers suing over 
their termination to pursue their 
claims via individual arbitration than 
a class-action lawsuit.

US District Judge James Donato on 
Friday ruled that five former Twitter 
employees pursuing a proposed class 
action accusing the company of  fail-
ing to give adequate notice before lay-
ing them off  after its acquisition by 
elon Musk must pursue their claims 
in private arbitration.

Donato granted Twitter’s request to 
force the five ex-employees to pursue 
their claims individually, citing agree-
ments they signed with the company.

Twitter did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment.

The San Francisco judge left for 
another day “as warranted by develop-
ments in the case” whether the entire 
class action lawsuit must be dis-
missed, though, as he noted three 
other former Twitter employees who 
alleged they had opted out of  the com-
pany’s arbitration agreement have 
joined the lawsuit after it was first 
filed. last year, Donato had ruled that, 
Twitter must notify the thousands of  
workers who were laid off  after its 
acquisition by Musk following a pro-
posed class action accusing the com-
pany of  failing to give adequate notice 
before terminating them.

The judge said that before asking 
workers to sign severance agreements 
waiving their ability to sue the compa-
ny, Twitter must give them “a succinct 
and plainly worded notice”.

Twitter laid off  roughly 3,700 
employees in early november in a 
cost-cutting measure by Musk.

The Qatari minister said he believed that Russian gas would eventually return to Europe.

  REUTERS

Toshiya Imura, 38, a comedian-turned-investor.
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n Briefing Maine gets 1st Mega 
Millions jackpot 
with $1.35 billion 
grand prize
ASSOCIATED PRESS
DES MOINES, JAN 14

Maine scored its first Mega Millions 
jackpot—and someone beat the ill for-
tune of  friday the 13th—when a ticket 
purchased in the state matched the 
winning numbers for the lottery’s  
estimated $1.35 billion grand prize.

The lucky combination of  numbers 
drawn late friday night were: 30, 43, 
45, 46, 61 and gold Mega Ball 14.

The winner, whose name is not yet 
known, overcame steep odds of  1 in 
302.6 million, which led to three 
months of  drawings without a claim 
on the jackpot.

“Congratulations to the Maine State 
Lottery, which has just won its first-ev-
er Mega Millions jackpot,” Pat 
McDonald, Ohio lottery director and 
lead director of  the Mega Millions 
Consortium, said in a statement early 
Saturday.

The jackpot was the second largest 
in Mega Millions history and the 
fourth time the game has had a bil-
lion-dollar win. The largest Mega 
Millions jackpot in October 2018 was 
$1.53 billion claimed by a single ticket 
holder in South Carolina.

friday’s prosperous drawing also 
marked the seventh time there was a 
grand prize winner on friday the  
13th, a date superstitiously considered 
unlucky.

To claim the full $1.35 billion, the 
winner would need to take the money 
in an annuity with annual payments 
over 29 years. Most jackpot recipients 
prefer the reduced but quicker cash 
option, which for friday night’s draw-
ing was an estimated $724.6 million.

The next grand prize drawing on 
Tuesday will drop to an estimated  
$20 million and a cash option of  $10.7 
million.

Until friday night, there had been 
25 straight drawings without a jackpot 
winner.

There were more than 7 million 
winning tickets across nine prize tiers 
on friday. Beyond Maine’s jackpot, 14 
tickets matched five white balls to 
claim the second-tier prize of  $1 mil-
lion. four were sold in new York, two 
in California and one each in florida, 
illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, 
north Carolina, Pennsylvania and 
Texas, Mega Millions said.

Russian missiles strike 
vital infrastructure in 
Kyiv and Kharkiv

REUTERS
KYIV, JAN 14 

russian missile attacks hit critical 
infrastructure in Kyiv and the eastern 
city of  Kharkiv on Saturday morning, 
and a utility company imposed emer-
gency power cuts in the capital and 
two other regions.

reuters journalists heard a series 
of  blasts in Kyiv before the air raid 
siren even sounded, which is highly 
unusual. no one was reported hurt, 
but missile debris caused a fire in one 
place and houses were damaged  
outside the capital, officials said.

“explosions in the [eastern] 
Dniprovskiy district. All agencies 
heading to the site. Stay in your shel-
ters!” Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
wrote on the Telegram messaging app.

russia, which invaded last 
february, has been pounding 
Ukraine’s energy infrastructure with 
missiles and drones since October, 
causing sweeping blackouts and dis-
ruptions to central heating and  
running water as winter bites.

“An infrastructure facility was hit. 
no critical damage or fire. All emer-
gency services are working at the site. 
no one is wounded,” Kyiv’s military 
administration said in a statement.

Ukrenergo, which runs the power 

grid, said its workers were racing to 
fix the damage and that the network 
was grappling with a power deficit 
caused by earlier attacks even though 
it was -2 Celsius in Kyiv, only mildly 
cold. DTeK, the biggest private elec-
tricity company, introduced emergen-
cy blackouts in Kyiv, the Kyiv region 
and Odesa region.

Kyiv’s mayor said the debris of  a 
missile came down on a non-residen-
tial area in the Holosiivskiy district in 
the west of  Kyiv, causing a fire but 
hurting no one. residential infra-
structure was also hit in the village of  
Kopyliv in the region just outside the 
capital. The windows and roofs of  18 
privately owned houses were shat-
tered or damaged by the blast, Oleksiy 
Kuleba, the regional governor, said.

Air force spokesperson Yuriy ihnat 
said russia’s missiles had likely been 
fired along a high, looping ballistic 
trajectory from the north, which 
would explain why the air raid siren 
did not sound. Ukraine is not able to 
identify and shoot down ballistic  
missiles, he told the Ukrainska Pravda 
online outlet.

in Ukraine’s northeast, Oleg 
Synehubov, Kharkiv’s regional gover-
nor, said two S-300 missiles struck the 
city near the russian border early on 
Saturday.

Iran hangs former defence ministry  
official over spy claim, UK condemns act
ASSOCIATED PRESS
DUBAI, JAN 14

iran said on Saturday it had executed 
a dual iranian-British national who 
once held a high-ranking position in 
the country’s defence ministry despite 
international warnings to halt his 
death sentence, further escalating ten-
sions with the West amid the nation-
wide protests now shaking the islamic 
republic.

The hanging of  Ali reza Akbari, a 
close ally of  top security official Ali 
Shamkhani, suggests an ongoing 
power struggle within iran’s theocra-
cy as it struggles to contain the demon-
strations over the September death of  
Mahsa Amini. it also harkened back to 
the mass purges of  the military that 
immediately followed iran’s 1979 
islamic revolution.

Akbari’s hanging drew immediate 
anger from London, which along with 
the US and others has sanctioned iran 
over the protests and its supplying 
russia with the bomb-carrying drones 
now targeting Ukraine.

“This was a callous and cowardly 
act, carried out by a barbaric regime 
with no respect for the human rights 
of  their own people,” British Prime 
Minister rishi Sunak said.

foreign Secretary James Cleverly 
summoned iran’s chargé d’affaires  
in the United Kingdom and separately 
warned: “This will not stand unchal-
lenged.”

iran’s Mizan news agency, associat-
ed with the country’s judiciary, 
announced Akbari’s hanging without 
saying when it happened. However, 
there were rumors he had been  
executed days earlier.

iran has alleged, without providing 
evidence, that Akbari served as a 
source for Britain’s Secret intelligence 
Service, known popularly as Mi6. A 
lengthy statement issued by iran’s 
judiciary claimed Akbari received 
large sums of  money, his British  
citizenship and other help in London 
for providing information to the  
intelligence service.

However, iran long has accused 
those who travel abroad or have 
Western ties of  spying, often using 
them as bargaining chips in negotia-
tions.

Akbari, who ran a private think 
tank, is believed to have been  
arrested in 2019, but details of  his  
case only emerged in recent weeks. 
Those accused of  espionage and  
other crimes related to national secu-
rity are usually tried behind closed 
doors, where rights groups say they  
do not choose their own lawyers and 
are not allowed to see evidence  
against them.

iranian state television aired a 
highly edited video of  Akbari discuss-
ing the allegations, footage that resem-
bled other claimed confessions that 
activists have described as coerced 
confessions.

The BBC farsi-language service 
aired an audio message from Akbari 
on Wednesday, in which he described 
being tortured.

“By using physiological and psycho-
logical methods, they broke my will, 
drove me to madness and forced me to 
do whatever they wanted,” Akbari 
said in the audio. “By the force of  gun 
and death threats they made me  
confess to false and corrupt claims.”

iran has not commented on the tor-
ture claims. However, the United 
nations human rights chief  has 
warned iran against the “weaponisa-

tion” of  the death penalty as a means 
to put down the protests.

On friday, State Department  
deputy spokesman Vedant Patel also 
criticised Akbari’s pending execution.

“The charges against Ali reza 
Akbari and his sentencing to execu-
tion were politically motivated. His 
execution would be unconscionable,” 
he said. “We are greatly disturbed by 
the reports that Mr Akbari was 
drugged, tortured while in custody, 
interrogated for thousands of  hours, 
and forced to make false confessions.”

He added: “More broadly, iran’s 
practices of  arbitrary and unjust 
detentions, forced confessions and 
politically motivated executions are 
completely unacceptable and must 
end.”

iran is one of  the world’s top execu-
tioners. However, it wasn’t immediate-
ly clear when the last time of  a former 
or current high-ranking defence offi-
cial had been executed. in 1984, iran 
executed its navy chief  Admiral 
Baharam Afzali along nine other  
military people on the charge of   
spying for Soviet Union.

iran’s government for months has 
been trying to allege — without offer-
ing evidence — that foreign countries 

have fomented the unrest gripping the 
islamic republic since the death of  
Amini in September after her deten-
tion by the morality police. Protesters 
say they are angry over the collapse of  
the economy, heavy-handed policing 
and the entrenched power of  the  
country’s islamic clergy.

for several years, iran has been 
locked in a shadow war with the 
United States and israel, marked by 
covert attacks on its disputed nuclear 
programme. The killing of  iran’s top 
nuclear scientist in 2020, which iran 
blamed on israel, indicated foreign 
intelligence services had made major 
inroads. iran mentioned that scientist 
in discussing Akbari’s case, though 
it’s unclear what current information, 
if  any, he would have had on him.

Akbari had previously led the 
implementation of  a 1988 cease-fire 
between iran and iraq following their 
devastating eight-year war, working 
closely with Un observers. He served 
as a deputy defence minister under 
Shamkhani during reformist 
President Mohammad Khatami’s 
administration, likely further making 
his credentials suspicious to hard-lin-
ers within iran’s theocracy.

Today, Shamkhani is the secretary 
of  the Supreme national Security 
Council of  iran, the country’s top 
security body which Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei oversees. 
Akbari’s audio message aired by the 
BBC Persian included him saying he 
was accused of  obtaining top-secret 
information from Shamkhani “in 
exchange for a bottle of  perfume and a 
shirt.” However, it appears Shamkhani 
remains in his role.

The anti-government protests now 
shaking iran are one of  the biggest 
challenges to the islamic republic 
since the 1979 revolution.

At least 520 protesters have been 
killed and 19,400 people have been 
arrested, according to Human rights 
Activists in iran, a group that has 
been monitoring the unrest. iranian 
authorities have not provided official 
figures on deaths or arrests.

iran has executed four people after 
convicting them of  charges linked to 
the protests in similarly criticised  
trials, including attacks on security 
forces.

Russian ex-President Medvedev 
says Japanese PM should  
disembowel himself
MOSCOW: former russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev accused Japanese 
Prime Minister fumio Kishida on 
Saturday of  shameful subservience to 
the United States and suggested he 
should ritually disembowel himself. it 
was the latest in a long line of  shock-
ing and provocative statements from 
Medvedev, who was once seen as a 
Western-leaning reformer but has 
reinvented himself  as an arch-hawk 
since russia invaded Ukraine last 
year. Medvedev is a prominent ally of  
President Vladimir Putin who serves 
as deputy chairman of  russia’s 
Security Council and of  a body over-
seeing the defence industry.

British PM says will send  
tanks to Ukraine
LONDON: British Prime Minister rishi 
Sunak on Saturday said the UK will 
provide tanks to Ukraine to help 
Kyiv’s forces “push russian troops 
back”. Sunak made the pledge to sup-
ply Challenger 2 tanks and additional 
artillery systems as a sign of  the 
UK’s “ambition to intensify our sup-
port to Ukraine”, according to a read-
out of  a phone call with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky. The 
move makes the UK the first Western 
power to supply the Ukrainians with 
main battle tanks, the PA news agen-
cy said. france on January 4 said it 
would supply Kyiv with the french-
made AMX-10 rC—a light tank 
model.

Top US lawmaker objects to 
potential F-16 sale to Turkey
WASHINGTON: The Biden administra-
tion has told Congress it is preparing 
the potential $20 billion sale of  f-16 
fighter jets to Turkey, sources famil-
iar with the matter said on friday, 
sparking an immediate objection 
from a senior US lawmaker who has 
long opposed the deal. The State 
Department sent the informal notice 
to Congress on Thursday, three sourc-
es said, informing committees over-
seeing arms sales in the Senate and 
House of  representatives of  its inten-
tion to proceed with the proposed 
deal. nATO member Turkey request-
ed in October 2021 to buy 40 Lockheed 
Martin Corp f-16 fighters and nearly 
80 modernisation kits for its existing 
warplanes. (AGENCIES)

Execution of Ali Reza Akbari, a dual Iranian-British national, suggests an ongoing power struggle within Iran’s theocracy.

IRNA vIA AP/RSS

A file photo of Ali Reza Akbari. 

REUTERS

A man stands inside a crater left by a Russian missile, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in the 
village of Kopyliv, Kyiv region, Ukraine on Saturday. 

AFP/RSS

Children climb on top of a tank at a Royal Thai Army base during celebrations for National Children’s Day in Bangkok on Saturday. 

The strikes on Saturday came as Ukrainian and Russian 
forces battled for control of Soledar.

The ninth and final atmospheric river of the series is due to make landfall on Monday and last a couple of days.

End to storms is near but California braces for more

REUTERS
CALIFORNIA, JAN 14 

California’s parade of  atmospheric 
rivers may be nearing an end but  
not before at least two more of  the 
rainstorms are due to drench the 
waterlogged state starting on Saturday, 
forecasters said.

A series of  atmospheric rivers rare-
ly seen in such frequent succession 
has pounded the state since  
December 26, killing at least 19  
people and bringing floods, power  
outages, mudslides, evacuations and 
road closures.

The storms have dropped half  the 
average annual rainfall on the agricul-
tural Central Valley and as much as 
4.5 m of  snow in the mountains.

The six-day forecast called for 10 to 
15 cm more rain in California’s north 
and 2.5 to 7.5 cm in its south,  
the state’s water resources depart-

ment said on friday.
At least seven waterways were  

officially flooded, it added.
The latest storm, the season’s 

eighth, is expected to begin dumping 
heavy rain on California from early on 
Saturday, the national Weather 
Service’s Weather Prediction Centre 
said.

The ninth and final atmospheric 
river of  the series is due to make  
landfall on Monday and last a couple 
of  days.

Among the waterways of  concern, 
the Salinas river in northern 
California flooded roads and farmland 
on friday, when 24,000 people were 
urged to evacuate.

in southern California, officials 
will release water on Saturday from 
Lake Cachuma, which provides drink-
ing water near Santa Barbara, as the 
chronically low lake has filled to 
capacity.

The storms have mitigated but not 
solved the region’s drought.

“You can have flooding and drought 
at the same time, because drought is 
long-term dryness,” said David roth, 
meteorologist with the Weather 
Prediction Centre.

“You need a long period of  precipi-
tation to cancel out a drought, even if  
some areas have had the equivalent of  
30 inches of  liquid.”

The US Drought Monitor revised  
on Thursday its assessment to lift  
virtually all of  the state out of  extreme 

drought or exceptional drought, the 
two worst categories, though  
much of  it is still considered  
to be suffering moderate or severe 
drought.

“There’s also the danger that if  we 
get excessive temperatures later, we 
could get evaporation, the snowpack 
evaporates, the water evaporates, and 
we’re right back to where we’ve been,” 
said roger Bales, an environmental 
engineering professor with the 
University of  California.

excess snow has been both good and 
bad for the ski industry, likely leading 
to a long season but also forcing dis-
ruptions from power outages, road 
closures and delays at some resorts, 
said Michael reitzell, president of  Ski 
California.

“it has been a bit challenging, but 
we will take all of  it,” added reitzell, 
whose industry association repre-
sents 35 resorts.

The storms have 
mitigated but  
not solved the 
region’s drought.
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Marcus Rashford scored the winner as 
Manchester United came from behind 
to beat Manchester City 2-1 in a thrill-
ing finale at Old Trafford in the 
Premier League on Saturday.

Both United goals came in the final 
12 minutes as Erik ten Hag’s side 
moved to within one point of  their 
local rivals in the table after inflicting 
a damaging blow to City’s hopes of  
retaining the title.

Pep Guardiola’s men looked to be 
heading to victory when Jack Grealish 
came off  the bench to head the visi-
tors into the lead.

But Bruno Fernandes’ controver-
sial equaliser turned the game and 
four minutes later Rashford netted for 
the ninth consecutive match at Old 
Trafford.

The victory for United was sweet 
revenge after being destroyed 6-3 when 
the sides met in October.

The scoreline even flattered United 
at the Etihad thanks to two late goals 
from Anthony Martial.

However, Ten Hag’s men have now 
lost just once in 19 games since in a 
stunning turnaround in the Dutch 
coach’s first season in charge.

The introduction of  Casemiro has 
transformed United’s midfield since 
the last Manchester derby and Ten 
Hag’s decision to play Fred alongside 
his Brazilian international teammate 
cut City’s supply line to Erling 
Haaland.

United’s turnaround is reflected in 
Rashford’s revival. The England inter-
national has now scored 16 times this 
season.

Rashford threatens
Rashford’s pace in behind was the 
biggest threat posed by either side in 
the first half  and he should have done 
better after rounding Ederson than 
allowing Kyle Walker to comfortably 
clear off  the line.

Another Rashford burst then took 
him beyond Rodri, but again the finish 
was lacking as Ederson hurried off  
his line to smother.

United’s new loan signing Wout 
Weghorst was watching on from the 
stands and Martial’s lacklustre perfor-
mance before being replaced at half-
time by Antony underlined Ten Hag’s 
need for more forward options.

By contrast, City are blessed with 
an abundance of  talent in the final 
third and Guardiola’s ability to make 
game-changing substitutions looked 
to have swung the game in their 
favour.

Grealish had only been on the field 
three minutes before netting the big-

gest goal of  his City career to date as 
he nodded in Kevin De Bruyne’s cross 
on the hour mark.

But City have struggled this season 
to match the consistency that has won 
them four Premier League titles in the 
past five years and were undone by a 
hugely controversial equaliser.

Rashford was clearly offside as he 
raced towards Casemiro’s pass, but 
crucially did not touch the ball and 
left it for Fernandes to sweep home.

The assistant referee initially 
flagged for offside and City were livid 
at the decision to allow the goal to 
stand.

City were still rocking when they 
conceded again as Alejandro 

Garnacho sprinted down the left and 
crossed for Rashford to prod home 
from close range.

There was still time for City to feel 
further aggrieved at referee Stuart 
Attwell as Haaland saw a penalty 
appeal waved away.

But the champions now have a huge 
job on their hands if  they are to main-
tain their dominance of  English foot-
ball in the Guardiola era. 
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Army, Tip Top to compete  
for men’s volleyball title 
KATHMANDU: Defending champions 
Tribhuvan Army Club saw off  
arch-rivals Nepal Armed Police Force 
(APF) Club in straight sets to set up 
the title clash with Tip Top Help 
Nepal in the men’s category of  the 
seventh NVA Club Volleyball 
Championships on Saturday. Army 
registered 25-23, 25-17, 25-17 win over 
the departmental rivals to avenge the 
defeat suffered in the final of  the 
Ninth National Games in October last 
year. In the second semi-final, Tip Top 
registered a hard fought 25-21, 24-26, 
25-17, 20-25, 15-8 win over Nepal Police 
Club. The women’s section will see 
New Diamond compete against Nepal 
Police Club in the title clash after 
they emerged victorious in their 
semi-finals clashes. New Diamond 
saw off  Tribhuvan Army 3-1, in the 
sets. After losing the first set 17-25, 
New Diamond won the next three sets 
25-19, 25-16, 25-18. Police beat APF 3-2 
in the sets with scores of  25-15, 17-25, 
21-25, 25-21, 15-7. The finals will be 
played on Sunday. (SB)

New Zealand clinch Pakistan 
ODI series in Karachi
KARACHI: Glenn Phillips smashed a 
quickfire half  century to guide New 
Zealand to a two-wicket victory over 
Pakistan in the third one-day interna-
tional in Karachi on Friday and 
clinch the series 2-1. Phillips scored 
an unbeaten 63 off  42 balls as New 
Zealand chased down a target of  281 
within 11 balls remaining. Opener 
Devon Conway (52) and captain Kane 
Williamson (53) also made telling con-
tributions. Pakistan opted to bat and 
scored 280-9, opener Fakhar Zaman 
top-scoring with 101 and wicketkeep-
er Mohammad Rizwan making 77. 
Tim Southee took 3-56 and Lockie 
Ferguson bagged 2-63 while Michael 
Bracewell and Ish Sodhi took one 
wicket each. (REUTERS)

  

Napoli crush Juventus
NAPLES: Leaders Napoli snapped 
Juventus’s eight-match Serie A win-
ning streak in spectacular style on 
Friday, handing Massimiliano 
Allegri’s men a humiliating 5-1 thrash-
ing on Friday. Napoli went ahead in 
the 14th minute, after Juventus goal-
keeper Wojciech Szczesny saved a 
bicycle kick by Khvicha Kvaratskhelia 
but failed to deny Victor Osimhen’s 
follow-up. Osimhen set up 
Kvaratskhelia for Napoli’s second, 
sending in a precise cross into an 
empty space for the Georgian to put a 
finishing touch and double their lead 
in the 39th minute. Di Maria put 
Juventus back in the match three min-
utes later with a low shot. Defender 
Amir Rrahmani restored a two-goal 
lead for Napoli with a powerful first-
touch finish following a corner. 
Osimhen furthered the lead in the 65th 
with his second header of  the evening. 
Substitute Eljif  Elmas sealed the win 
for Napoli in the 72nd minute. (REUTERS)
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CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19) ****
Your popularity will benefit from a cosmic boost 
today. These vibes are perfect for tapping into your 
personal power and paving a path for yourself, so 
don't be afraid to put yourself  out there. Your voice 
will become amplified this evening. 

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18) ***

Focus on prioritising success, especially when it 
comes to your professional ambitions. This energy 
can also be harnessed to set boundaries with yourself  
and others, but make sure you do so with compassion 
and grace.

PISCES (February 19-March 20) ***
The world will sparkle if  you choose to view it with 
optimism today. The day is perfect for embracing 
your mystical side, as the universe will be eager to 
guide and support you. A craving for knowledge will 
also come into play. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19) ****
The morning will find you in an intuitive and inves-
tigative headspace. Though your hunches will likely 
lead to some truly enlightening moments, you should 
avoid going overboard. Don’t hesitate to seek clarity 
when you need it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) ***

Embrace the day’s harmonious vibes by approaching 
the day with leisure, allowing yourself  to lean into 
the lighter side of  life. Unfortunately, a cerebral 
energy could throw you off  your game as the after-
noon rolls around.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) *****

You'll be in the mood to push away people and behav-
iours that are no longer serving you. The day is all 
about getting organised both internally and external-
ly, leaving you with little patience for anyone that's 
been holding you back. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) ***
The universe will conspire to put you in good spirits 
today. The day is all about having fun and enjoying 
yourself, giving you an opportunity to let loose 
before the work week rolls in. A flirty energy will 
permeate the air this evening.

LEO (July 23-August 22) ****

A cleansing energy will find you today. Use this ener-
gy as an excuse to lay low at home, nurturing your-
self  and the people you care for most. A spiritual 
element will come into play, making it a perfect 
occasion to perform a house blessing.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22) ***
You'll have an opportunity to speak profoundly and 
transparently today. The day can also help you feel 
more comfortable with vulnerability and emotional 
exchange, providing you with a chance to deepen 
your most treasured bonds. 

LIBRA (September 23-October 22) ****
You'll be in a unique position to see the world with 
new eyes, making it important that you choose opti-
mism. Feel free to treat yourself  under this luminary 
placement. The vibe will be cosy yet conversational 
in your home.

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21) ***

The day will motivate you to pursue your goals with 
gusto. However, you could become disorganised if  
you try to do too much at once. Don't be afraid to ask 
for help, though you should avoid demanding perfec-
tion. 

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21) ***
The vibe will be comfortably moody today. Lean into 
this luminary placement by embracing your myste-
rious side, working behind the scenes, and plotting 
your next bold move.

n BRIEFING
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Nepal Armed Police Force (APF)  
Club and Lumbini Province made 
winning starts to their Prime Minister 
Cup National Women’s Twenty20 
cricket tournament campaign in 
Itahari, Sunsari, on Saturday.

APF registered a thumping sev-
en-wicket victory over Gandaki 
Province and Lumbini saw off  Karnali 
Province by 98 runs at the Janata 
Cricket Park in Itahari.

In the earlier fixture, Gandaki were 
sent in to bat and were restricted to 
51/7, before AFC raced to victory in 8.4 
overs, ending the game at 52/3.

Gandaki captain Shristhi Jaisi was 
the only player to touch double digit 
figures, scoring a 24-ball 14 that also 
included a hit to the fence.

APF bowler Suman Bist was the 
pick of  the bowlers, picking up three 
wickets. The player-of-the-match con-
ceded only six runs in her four-over 
spell. Nary Thapa, Sushma Shrestha, 
Sita Rana Magar and Rajmati Airee 
shared a wicket each.

In the APF run chase, captain Sita 
Rana Magar and Roma Thapa 
remained unbeaten on 19 runs and 14 
runs respectively, and shared an 
unbeaten partnership of  33 runs. 
Rana Magar hit two boundaries in 
her 22-ball knock and Thapa smashed 
two boundaries in her run-a-ball 
innings.

Gandaki captain Jaishi claimed all 
three wickets of  APF. She gave away 
19 runs in her four-overs of  bowling.   

In the late fixture, opting to bat first, 
Lumbini Province scored 147/5 and 
bowled out Karnali for a meagre total 
of  49 runs in 18.1 overs.

Opener Laxmi Chaudhary contrib-
uted 33 off  33, the highest of  the 
innings, studded with five hits to the 
fence. Saraswati Pun played an 
unbeaten knock of  25 off  30 balls. 

She hit three fours. Opener Ashma 
Pulami Magar (29-ball14) and Ranju 
Shrestha (14-ball 10) were other  
notable scorers.

Yamunua Tharu and Bina Thapa of  
Karnali grabbed two wickets each. 
Tharu conceded 22 runs in her four 
overs of  bowling, while Thapa gave 
away 20 runs in her four overs.  

In the run chase, opener Kiran 
Kunwar and middle-order bat Yamuna 
Tharu were the only Karnali batters 
to reach double-digit scores. Kunwar 
scored 10 off  12 and Tharu scored 13 
off  44 balls.

Lumbini bowler Kritika Marasini 
dismissed top three batters, including 
openers Kunwar and Trishna 
Biswakarma and one down Rama 
Budathoki. The latter two failed to 
open their accounts. Marasini, who 

APF, Lumbini off to 
winning starts
Sita Rana Magar’s side thrash Gandaki by seven wickets. 
Saraswati Ganga Magar’s team defeat Karnali by 98 runs.

SCoReCARD

PM cUP WOMen’s T20 crIcKeT
JANATA CRICKET PARK, ITAHARI
3Rd Match, GRoup a
TOSS: apF, elected to field first.
Gandaki: 51-7
S Jaisi 14 (24)
S Bist 6-3
APF: 52-3 (8.4/20 overs, target: 52)
SR Magar 19* (22), R thapa 14* (14)
S Jaisi 3-19
apF win by seven wickets.
Player of the match: Suman Bist

4th Match, GRoup B
TOSS: Lumbini, elected to bat first.
Lumbini: 147-5
L chaudhary 33 (32), S pun 30* (25)
B thapa 2-20, Y tharu 2-22
Karnali: 49 (18.1/20 overs, target: 148 
Y tharu 13 (44)
M dc 3-5, K Marasini 3-11
Lumbini win by 98 runs.
Player of the match: Kritika Marasini

toDAY’S MAtCHeS

apF club vs Bagmati
Madhesh vs Karnali

Photo courtesy: cAN

Kritika Marasini returned the bowling  
figures of 3-11 for Lumbini on Saturday.

returned with figures of  4-0-11-3 was 
named the player of  the match.

Madhu DC also claimed three  
scalps conceding five runs in her four 
overs, while Sushmita Bhusal took 
two wickets.

AP/rss

Manchester United’s Marcus Rashford (right) reacts after scoring his side’s second goal 
during the English Premier League match against Manchester City at Old Trafford on Saturday. 

Man United defeat City in  
dramatic derby at Old Trafford
Fernandes and Rashford score in the final 12 minutes as ten hag’s men snatch a 2-1 
come-from-behind victory over Guardiola’s side in the premier League.

ReSUlt

Man United         2-1 Man City  
Fernandes 78’                     Grealish 60’
Rashford 82’
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AAKASH CHAUDHARY 
KAThMANDU

t

he preparation for Maghi festi-
val in Tharu communities 
begins a day before the 1st of  
Magh when communities or 
families perform a ritual called 

‘Chita marne’, which involves animal 
sacrifice. The festive spirit can be felt the 
following morning when families go for a 
holy bath in the river. The cold winter 
morning of  Maghi is often filled with the 
warmth of  festivities, worship, blessings, 
food, and dance.

While Maghi is celebrated in several 
communities with different names—like 
Gheu Chaku Sallhu in the Newari com-
munity and Makar Sakranti in the 
Brahmin and Chhetri communities—and 
rituals, the way Tharu communities 
across Nepal celebrate it is particularly 
fascinating.

Over 50 subcastes of  Tharus live in 
Nepal, and each geography has a differ-
ent name for the festival. In the central 
region, it is called Tila Sakranti, Maghi, 
or Khichara; in the east, it is called 
Khichadi; and in the Far West, it is called 
Magh or Maghi. “The names are differ-
ent, but the theme and importance 
remain the same,” claims Krishna Raj 
Sarbahari, a researcher and expert on 
Tharu culture who has written numer-
ous books (on the culture) including 
‘Khuttrukya’ and ‘Bhukhali’.

Tharus can be seen rallying the streets, 
flaunting their traditional white and 
green dresses on Maghi. “The colour of  
our costumes have their own signifi-
cance,” says 61-year-old Sumala Mahato 
from Magani village in Chitwan. He 
explains that Tharus are known to be 
nature lovers and worship it as a deity of  
its own. So, green in their costume repre-
sents nature, while white represents the 
peaceful nature of  Tharus. 

“The ornaments we wear on Maghi  
are made from silver which represents 
the moon in our,” says 61-year-old  
Sumala Mahato from Magani village in 
Chitwan.

While rallying in traditional costumes 
is how most Tharus celebrate Maghi 
nowadays, it is different from the tradi-
tional Tharu celebration of  the festival, 
according to the cultural experts and 

social scientists, The Post spoke to.
“In the past, we Tharus celebrated this 

day as our new year,” says Sarbahari. 
Anchala Chaudhary, professor at  

the Department of  Sociology, Prithvi 
Narayan Campus, explains the tradition-
al Tharu way of  celebrating Maghi,  
stating, “Earlier younger family mem-
bers touched the feet of  their elders to 
start the year with blessings. Everyone 
would go home for the celebration  
and spend the whole day with their  
loved ones discussing their plans for the 
new year.”

Bala Ram Acharya, who holds a 
Master’s degree in sociology and has 
researched the Tharu community, men-
tions Tharus go to their nearest rivers for 
a bath the first thing in the morning on 
Maghi and worship unmarried girls and 
their parents in his book ‘Introduction to 
Sociology and Anthropology in Nepal’.

According to Chaudhary, different 
Tharu communities across Nepal have 
their own kinds of  food they make for 
Maghi—Bageya is made in the central 
region and Dhikri in the Far West. Other 
popular food items include Til ko Laddu 
(sesame balls), Bhuja ko Laddu (Puffed 
Rice) and Ghonghi (a snail dish). 

“Some Tharu families also offer sacri-
fice animals—of  pigs, boars, pigeons, 
ducks or goats—to their Ista Devata (pre-
ferred god) on the day of  Maghi,” says 
Chaudhary adding that families make 
food the night before Maghi and eat it the 
next day. This is how the Tharu saying 
‘Poush ma pakya, Magh ma khyaka’ 
(cooked in Poush, eaten in Magh) came 
about.

Rajmati Devi Shah, a 49-year-old resi-
dent of  Madhuban village, Karaiyamai 
Rural Municipality-1, considers Kichadi 
the most important Maghi dish. “We  
prepare it using twelve ingredients—dif-
ferent types of  lentils, ghee, cinnamon, 
turmeric, salt, black pepper, red chilly, 
garlic and asafoetida,” she explains, add-
ing that all spices used to make Kichadi 
have medicinal properties. So, the dish is 
beneficial for boosting the body’s  
immunity too.

“In Chitwan, our foods are a little  
different, but the customs and practices 
are the same,” says Mahato adding that 
his community also worships unmarried 
girls and children of  the family’s  
daughters.

While some individuals from the 
Tharu community feel that they portray 
their culture, identity and a strong social 
statement by wearing their cultural 
attire and making special food for the 
festival, some think that Maghi has 
become limited to clothes and food. 
Others also feel that a large number of  
young Tharus have no idea of  the reason 
behind its celebration. 

When asked why he celebrates Maghi, 
25-year-old Sudhesh Chaudhary from 
Baluwa, Kolhabi Municipality-5, who is 
currently living in the US, says that it is 
to have fun. His idea of  Maghi celebra-
tion includes having delicious food,  
dancing around, roaming the town with 
his friends and ending the day drinking 
alcohol.

Similarly, Anju Chaudhary 25-year-old 
from Madhuban village, Karaiyamai 
Rural Municipality-1, admits that she 
does not know much about the  
reason behind Maghi celebration, and it 
is just another day for her. “Maghi just 
means making delicious food for me. 
While I do enjoy the food, it just adds to 
the many household chores I do. So, it 
isn’t a celebratory event for me,” she 
states.

Professor Chaudhary blames the 
youth’s lack of  knowledge of  festivals 
like Maghi on modernisation adding that 
it is slowly erasing ancient practices of  
the Tharu community. She says, “I want 
people to realise that if  we don’t continue 
these customs, the younger generation 
will not know about it, and one day, it will 
vanish.”

Maghi the Tharu way
While most Tharus celebrate nowadays by rallying in cultural costumes,  

it is different from the traditional celebration of the festival.

‘In the past, we 
Tharus celebrated 
this day as our new 
year,’ says Krishna 
Raj Sarbahari, a 
researcher and expert 
on Tharu culture.

SUgAm gAUtAm
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ruffled my hair the moment I saw 
you. It’s one of  those things I do 
when I’m nervous. You were sitting 
on the bench, your hands placed on 
your lap. I’d only seen you in photos 

before. You looked nothing different than 
in your photos. As I approached you, I saw 
a smile etched on your face. I smiled back 
in response. Your blond hair was gleam-
ing in the wintry sun. Before I could sit on 
the bench, you jumped to your feet and 
pulled me for a tight hug. Till that 
moment, we hadn’t even said a word to 
each other. 

Before coming on the date, I had 
rehearsed the first sentence I would say to 
you, but after you hugged me, I forgot my 
line. It was as if  a single hug had wiped 
away everything from my mind. If   
I remember well, it was the first hug I 
received as a young adult. 

I caught a whiff  of  your cologne when 
we were embraced in a hug. I had never 
used perfumes, and at that moment, I 
wondered what I smelled like. I prayed  
I hadn’t smelt foul, but would it even mat-
ter to you? To the best of  my knowledge, 
you never judged people, especially their 
outfits and appearances. If  you were the 
kind of  lady who fancied stylish boys, I 
would have never made a place in your 
heart. As I pulled back from the hug,  
I suggested we sit on the bench, and you 
agreed. We were sitting side by side, and 
it was only then I noticed your outfits. 
You were dressed in a silver t-shirt and 
blue trousers. It looked well on your  
slender body. I couldn’t tell if  you noticed 
my worn-out shoes. 

It was the first date of  my life, so I was 
clueless about everything. I had no idea 
what people talked about on dates, par-
ticularly the first ones. You waited for me 
to initiate the conversation, but I kept 
quiet. We had spent an entire month chat-
ting on Instagram before finally agreeing 
to the date. As we sat silently in the mid-
dle of  the park, I realised it was easy to lie 
in bed and text each other. Minutes ticked 
by, but the words didn’t come out of  me. I 
guess you felt awkward, so you began 
talking. Fifteen minutes later, we were 
holding each other’s hands, making fun 
of  ourselves for how nervous we had been 
earlier. If  I’m being honest, I must tell  
you that you were far more confident than 
I was. 

I asked you if  we could go for a walk 
rather than sit on a bench. You said you 
wanted to go to a nearby bookstore, so we 
set off  towards our destination. As we 
walked along the streets of  Lakeside, our 
hands were intertwined the whole time. 
Fellow pedestrians walked as if  they had 
all the time in the world. The happy faces 
of  tourists assured me that life was peace-
ful in this part of  the world. This calming 
ambience of  Lakeside was a contrast to 
other parts of  the city, which were always 
noisy and polluted.  

We stopped by the bookshop, and I said 
I would wait at the entrance. You creased 
your forehead in disagreement; it was 
enough for me to come along with you. 
Confused, I walked by your side as you 
kept browsing the shelves. I asked what 
book you were looking for, and you mum-
bled something I couldn’t comprehend. To 
avoid embarrassment, I didn’t ask again. 
The bookstore was so large I’d never 
known such a place even existed in 
Pokhara. You must have noticed uneasi-
ness in my body language because you 
asked, “Are you bored?” I said no. 
Honestly, I felt out of  place amidst the 
plethora of  books, for I’d never read a lit-
erary work before. If  I had uttered this 
truth to you, would you have kicked me 
out of  the bookshop? I know you wouldn’t 
do such a thing. You were wise enough to 
understand that not everyone has the 
same choice. 

“Hey, why don’t you find yourself  a book 

to read while I search my books?” you said. 
I couldn’t say no, so I left you behind and 
walked ahead to explore books. I stopped 
by the shelf  labelled ‘Nepali Literature’ 
and began going through book covers. A 
few moments later, I found myself  skim-
ming through books, and I enjoyed the 
process. Even as I flipped the pages, I kept 
checking on you, but at one point, my eyes 
couldn’t find you. I left the book I was 
going through on the shelf  and walked to 
the counter. You were chatting with some-
one behind the counter desk, perhaps hag-
gling over the price. As I got near the 
counter desk, I realised it was not about 
the price but about the release date of  a 
book written by some popular author. 
When you saw me walking towards you, 
you smiled and asked if  I’d picked any 
book. I shook my head. 

A pile of  books mounted on the desk 
was all yours, and I gasped as I learned it. 
The owner bundled the books in a large 
bag, and you told him you would return in 
a while. You led me out of  the bookshop 
and asked if  I was hungry. I said yes, and 
you guided me to a cosy restaurant across 

the street. You handed me the menu card 
and allowed me to order food for both of  
us. The cost was shockingly expensive. I 
said I was not good with ordering food 
and pushed the menu card to your side. It 
didn’t take much time for you to place an 
order. It seemed that you were familiar 
with the restaurant’s offerings. You 
ordered some Italian dishes that I’d never 
tasted in my life. I was unknown whether 
I should swallow or chew the food. You 
didn’t notice my awkwardness as I gob-
bled the food without knowing its name. It 
had to be the longest hour of  my life. You 
paid for the lunch without turning around 
to see if  I would pay. Once we were done 
with the lunch, we sauntered back to the 
bookstore. At the bookstore, you paid 
something close to Rs 10,000. After the 
payment, you tried to lift the bag full of  
books, but you failed to do so. The owner 
laughed at your fragility. “Maybe sir can 
lift the bag,” he suggested. I lifted the bag 
off  the floor, and we exited the bookshop. 
You apologised for making me carry your 
books, and I said I could shoulder every 
burden for you. Once we reached the 
entrance gate of  Basundhara Park, you 
asked me to set the bag on the ground. I 
did as I was told. You said your car was 
parked right around the corner, and  
I waited until you drove back to where I 
was standing.

Back in my room, after I opened the 
door, I found flies hovering around the 
unwashed dishes from the morning. The 
bed was not made; its crumpled sheet 
wafting the rancid smell. I was too tired to 
restore things back to order, but I had to. 
Before I could make my bed, I heard a 
knock on the door. I paced towards the 
door and opened it. It was my landlord. I 
hadn’t paid the rent for the last two 
months, and now he was saying he would 
evict me if  I didn’t clear the rent in the 
next two weeks. I convinced him I would 
pay the rent by the end of  the week, but I 
had no idea how I would do that. 
Exhausted, I threw myself  on the crum-
pled bed and replayed the moments from 
my first date with my rich girlfriend.

Gautam is an IT student at GMMC, 
Pokhara.

fiCtioN PARk

The first date
All my nervousness over the date dissipated  

the moment we held each other’s hands. 

It was the first date  
of  my life, so I was 
clueless about 
everything. I had no 
idea what people 
talked about on dates.
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A Tharu woman serving Maghi special food in their traditional green and white clothing.

post photo: manoj paUdel

A brother-sister duo performing a Maghi ritual.
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