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A heat wave that has gripped
several districts in the plains since
Friday has triggered a water crisis in
places including Dharan. “It is too hot
here and we do not have water,” says a
local resident. Pg 5

Around 14,000 people from wards
11, 12 and 13 of Kathmandu who
took the first dose of cholera vaccine
missed the second dose. Over 37,000
people from the wards were given first
doses last month. Pg 5

o OPINION

The troika of economic
disasters—the Covid-19
pandemic, global inflationary
pressures and loanable
fund crisis—has increased

inequality in Nepal, writes
Pradip Kafle. Pg 4

o MONEY

Dog chew made in highlands has
become an unlikely contender for
top export. American and Canadian
pooches love the hard cheese made of
yak milk, and traders can barely keep
up with demand, officials say. Pg 6

Crucial disputes linger as
Constitutional Bench fails to act

Chief justice-nominee Hari Krishna Karki is skipping the bench to avoid upsetting
political parties ahead of his confirmation hearing in Parliament, experts allege.

O BINOD GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, JUNE 7

The Constitutional Bench of the
Supreme Court on Wednesday was
supposed to start the final hearing on
the writ petitions challenging the
appointments made in around a dozen
constitutional commissions. These
appointments were made by amend-
ing the Constitutional Council Act
through an ordinance in 2020.

The weekly cause list (list of cases
to be heard) of the top court had
prioritised five different petitions
relating to the appointments for hear-
ing. However, when the daily cause list
was published for Wednesday, there
was no mention of the Constitutional
Bench. The hearing of the crucial
petitions was postponed yet again.

Last week, on May 31, the bench was
supposed to hear the petitions against
CPN (Maoist Centre) Vice-chair and
former Speaker Agni Sapkota, who is
accused of murder after the enforced
disappearance of Arjun Lama from
Sindhupalchok district.

However, the court administration
did not form the bench that day
as well. Previously, there was a prac-
tice of constituting a Constitutional
Bench twice a week—on Wednesdays
and Fridays. Although the number of
petitions in the bench has been
increasing, the court administration
started having the bench only on
Wednesdays and that too has not been
happening regularly.

Article 137 of constitution envi-
sions a five-member Constitutional
Bench led by Chief Justice to mainly
settle disputes related to jurisdictions
between the federation and provinces,
between provinces, between a prov-

|_Only nine of the 16
Supreme Court justices
have been regular in
the court in past week.

’ |

ince and local units, and between local
units. It is also entrusted with giving
verdict in cases that call for interpre-
tation of the constitution. The bench
also decides most of the writ petitions
which are complex in nature.

However, its sluggishness has left
dozens of crucial petitions like the
one challenging the 52 appointments
including chairpersons and members
of various constitutional commis-
sions sub judice over the years.
There are around 250 petitions in the
bench’s docket.

Court officials cite the busy sched-
ule of acting Chief Justice Hari
Krishna Karki and other senior justic-

POSTILLUSTRATION

es as the reason for not constituting
the bench. “The Acting Chief Justice
is currently monitoring lower courts
in the Kathmandu Valley while some
other justices are in different districts
on similar monitoring missions,”
Devendra Dhakal, information officer
at the Supreme Court, told the Post.

The constitution envisions up to
21 justices including Chief Justice for
the apex court. However, only 16 of
them are available as five positions
remain vacant. Among them, only
nine justices have been regulars in the
court for the past one week. Karki
himself hasn’t taken part in any hear-
ing since June 1.

The Constitutional Bench, which
is led by Karki, usually has four
other senior justices—Bishowambhar
Prasad Shrestha, Ishwar Prasad
Khatiwada, Ananda Mohan Bhattarai
and Anil Kumar Sinha—as members.
However, Karki and Shrestha have not
been attending court proceedings for
over a week now.

>> Continued on page 2

Measles breaks out 1n
Valley’s Aarubari

Four students of a monastery-run school in Gokarneshwar
have tested positive. Their health is said to be normal.

U1 ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, JUNE 7

The threat of measles now looms over
Kathmandu Valley.

Measles outbreak has been con-
firmed in ward 9 of Gokarneshwar
Municipality in the valley.

Of the five blood samples of stu-
dents of an Aarubari-based Buddhist
school run by a monastery, four tested
positive for the measles virus, accord-
ing to municipality officials.

“Yes, an outbreak of measles virus
was confirmed today [Wednesday] in
our municipality,” said Hari Prasad
Upadhyaya, health coordinator of the
municipality. “The conditions of all
infected children are normal.”

Measles is a highly contagious viral
disease transmitted through fluids
from the nose, mouth or throat of an
infected person. It can be potentially
deadly for the unvaccinated people.

Nepal had committed to eliminating
measles by 2023 after missing the ear-
lier deadline of 2019. To declare mea-
sles as eliminated, the number of
cases should be less than five per
1,000,000 people throughout the year.

However, the deadly virus was
reported in over 14 districts

Population shows that four percent of
children in the 12-23 month age group
have received no vaccination.

This figure was just one percent in
2016, and the rapid surge in the num-
ber of unvaccinated children poses a
serious threat to the country’s achieve-
ments in immunisation made over the
years through huge investments, child
health experts warn.

N

epal committed to
eliminating measles by
2023 after missing the
earlier deadline of 2019.
_

The Ministry of Health and
Population has now extended the
deadline of measles elimination
to 2026.

According to Upadhyaya of
Gokarneshwar Municipality, blood
samples of infected children were test-
ed at the National Public Health
Laboratory, which confirmed measles.

>> Continued on page 2

across the country at the start
of 2023. At least one child died Q
and hundreds of others were
infected with the disease.
And now an outbreak of
the virus has been confirmed
in the Kathmandu Valley,
which shows a significant gap
in Nepal’s routine vaccina-
tion programme. A recent
report of the Nepal
Demographic and Health
Survey-2022 carried out by

standard
chartered

the Ministry of Health and
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Main accused of killing

Anil Pariyar arrested

CHITWAN: Police have detained the
main suspect in a year-old murder of
Anil Pariyar of Krishnapur in
Bharatpur Metropolitan City-7.
According to Deputy Superintendent
of Police Bijaya Raj Pandit, Ashok
Bhandari, aged 38, of Bharatpur-26
was detained from Belhiya in
Rupandehi on Monday night. He was
nabbed while he was returning home
from India. Police presented him at the
district court on Wednesday. Pariyar,
an activist of the Nepali Congress, was
hacked to death on the eve of the local
election in May last year.

Institutional schools closed
for week due to heat

BIRENDRANAGAR: All institutional
schools in Surkhet district have been
closed for a week starting Wednesday
because of high temperatures that
have gripped especially Tarai districts
for the past few days. The Surkhet
chapter of the Private and Boarding
Schools’ Organisation Nepal decided
to close classes as the scorching heat
could severely affect the children’s
health. The organisation said the
schools would reopen from June 14.

Protest of school employees
in Bardiya continues

BARDIYA: A protest started by the
Nepal Public School Employees’
Council, Bardiya, from June 3 is still
continuing. Administrative staff at
public schools in the district staged a
sit-in at the Education Development
and Coordination Unit of the district
on Wednesday, demanding better pay
and retirement benefits on par with
civil servants. According to Ram
Shankar Chaudhary, leader of the
council, they have submitted an
8-point demand to the Education
Development and Coordination Unit
and threatened stringent protests if
the demands are not heeded.

Correction

In the news report ‘Local govern-
ments seek male participation to
enhance safe motherhood initia-
tives’ published on page 1 of the
Post’s June 7 edition, the health
target to reduce the maternal
mortality rate was erroneously
mentioned as 75 for every 100,000
births. The target under the
SDGs is to reduce the maternal
mortality rate to 70 for every
100,000 births by 2030. — Editor

16 tamilies living near Likhu-2 hydropower
project relocated after suspected tunnel leak

Locals blame the project for water seepage in surrounding

Ul TIKA PRASAD BHATTA
RAMECHHAP, JUNE 7

Bimala Karki, a local of Pakernas in
Umakunda Rural Municipality-1, who
has a family of three, has lived in fear
ever since the land around her house
started turning muddy due to water
seepage. Her house is located down-
stream of the Likhu-2 Hydropower
Project.

On Monday, the Karki family was
relocated to Koryam settlement, local-
ly known as Thado Khola in
Umakunda-1, along with 15 other
families who were at high risk of
landslides and erosion due to water
seepage.

I

he under-construction
project has stopped
sending water to the
tunnel from June 1.

_

The locals suspect a leak in the tun-
nel of the hydel project as the reason.
On May 11, the tunnel underwent a
test, after which the surrounding set-
tlements have been suffering from
seepage.

According to Sher Bahadur
Sunuwar, chairman of Umakunda
Rural Municipality, a total of 42 fami-
lies in Pakernas and the vicinity are
at high risk due to the leak.

Forty-two families are still living in
high-risk areas. The local unit is wait-
ing for a report from the technical
team to find out the reason behind the
seepage and to conclude whether a
leak in the tunnel is responsible.

“After the testing on May 11, water
started seeping out from the ground
and slopes. This has never happened
before. My family is in a safer place,
but the remaining 23 families are still
living in constant fear of alandslide if
the tunnel work continues,” said
Karki.

Twenty days ago, 24 families who
are at risk of disaster filed a petition
against the project, demanding their
relocation to a safe area. But the pro-
ject dismissed the allegation of the
locals that the project was responsible
for the seepage.

Project officials claimed that the
water was not seeping from the tunnel

settlements. The cause of the seepage is yet to be determined.
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PHOTO COURTESY: RAJENDRA GHIMIRE

Forty-two families in ward 1 of Pakernas of Umakunda Rural Municipality are reportedly in high risk after a suspected leak in the Likhu-2 tunnel.

but from natural sources and, thus,
did not see the need for relocating the
people. After the failed petition, the
agitated locals padlocked the power-
house and the project’s office to press
their demand for relocation. The pad-
lock was later removed on May 26 fol-
lowing an intervention by the district
administration office.

Sunuwar, who inspected the site
after complaints from the villagers,
said that he believes the tunnel leaked
during the latest testing causing the
water to seep. “Water is seeping in
several places where there were no
water sources, and the amount of
water is increasing every day,” said
Sunuwar. “While the project refused
to help, we had to request the district
administration office to intervene.”

According to Anita Niraula, the
chief district officer of Ramechhap,

even after repeated requests from the
district administration office, the
hydropower project did not stop send-
ing water to the tunnel.

“They also refused the request of
the district administration office to
relocate locals and pay compensation,
after which the district administra-
tion office asked the Department of
Electricity Development for help,”
said Nirauala.

Following the instructions of the
department, the project stopped send-
ing water to the tunnel on June 1. The
project has called two teams of experts
to inspect the tunnel and the project
site and they have yet to submit their
report.

The district administration office
held a meeting with project officials
on June 3, where Dipak Sharma, a
representative of the hydropower

company, agreed that they would close
the tunnel and help relocate 16 fami-
lies that were at higher risk to safer
places.

Another team of technicians from
the Nepal Electricity Authority and
Department of Electricity
Development reached the site on
Monday and started their investiga-
tion on Tuesday, said Niraula. “We
have requested the team to submit a
preliminary report within three days
of inspection. We are constantly coor-
dinating with the locals and the pro-
ject to resolve the issue as soon as
possible,” she added.

The 55-megawatt project, construct-
ed by Dugar Group using the water of
the Likhu River that flows through the
border of the Ramechhap and
Solukhumbu districts, is in its final
stage of construction.

Constitutional
Bench in name
only as crucial
cases are pending

>> Continued from page 1

Legal experts say Karki is deliber-
ately avoiding the Constitutional
Bench, which is supposed to pass ver-
dicts on crucial petitions, to avoid
creating adversaries.

“Karki is doing that as his parlia-
mentary hearing is round the corner.
He doesn’t want to antagonise the
political parties,” Gopal Krishna
Ghimire, president of Nepal Bar
Association, told the  Post.

The Parliamentary Hearing
Committee on May 30 solicited com-
plaints from the public against Karki,
who was nominated for chief justice
on May 8.

He can become the chief of the judi-
ciary only after he gets through the
15-member hearing committee which
has lawmakers from both the Houses
of federal parliament.

Om Prakash Aryal, constitutional
and human rights lawyer, said the
way the Supreme Court is functioning
under Karki gives ample room
to suspect its impartiality and
competence. “Who is benefitting from
the repeated deferral of crucial peti-
tions like the one challenging appoint-
ments in constitutional commis-
sions?” said Aryal, who is among the
petitioners challenging the
appointments.

“We protested against Cholendra
Shumsher Rana for his partiality and
incompetence. But the new leadership
seems no better. It must be answerable
to the way the apex court is function-
ing these days.”

Not just under the present leader-
ship, the performance of the
Constitutional Bench has never been
very effective.

For instance, the Madhesh govern-
ment challenged the then KP Sharma
Oli government’s decision of June
2019 to bring the Sagarnath Forest
Development Project under the
Timber Corporation of Nepal.

The government of the
Madhesh Province, then called
Province 2, challenged the decision
arguing that the federal government
had breached the jurisdiction of the
province. It has filed five other
petitions challenging the federal
government.

However, except for issuing an
interim order, no verdict has been
reached in any of the cases.

“The court’s performance is
tiringly sluggish. This cannot
continue,” said Aryal.
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officials.

4. measles cases confirmed
in Valley'’s Gokarneshwar
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At least 15 children
under 15 years of age, liv-
ing in the school’s hostel,
have measles symptoms.
Those with symptoms have
been isolated, according to

& @lfeiie |
ATEEHE FTA
Torctertafedsl 2=

o a0

faeT g T |

7 TR aguTtafee farener, fatemT whet aw afe T g
36 WATSHET AT A @ UF, oS3 &l SHT « H IUSEH 2
T W st WiE feaEe, zocy &1 fam 22 (@) Sty &
AT IeATEF FFOET a1 G T sArfasrTies fasbersier o1 wiaert mrsa
(Faree uftw) fafuarz q=g gerer wra FeHT ey s
fersbarer gyt arrsafedenr o= forermmel FiewT dt T T U
fafaet o faafusr 3w a5 ool FieeT 7o fogeram Yo o =@t
AT FFHIE TR @ | A s oo SiE 33 W AR o

W gdl, w1E gdl { SHEHTT adl YHTS

Letter Of Authorization

3w P amame! sTEist g awEl SifaieaeE, R«
gferurafadent faaar (srea a1 sifaat)

4 % fooc UA.ATE.HLURHAT J%el @rar F (FRe ar difear)
0034940033 ¢ 002 HI SHAT 1eh! 4= 79 Faraiaadar =g 411g

As many as 560 people—
students, teachers and
helpers—Ilive in the hostel.
Most students pursuing
Buddhist studies come
from districts outside the
Valley, municipality offi-
cials said.

Health officials say most
of the infected children
are unvaccinated—either
they have never received
any vaccine or not com-
pleted routine vaccination.

Child health experts say
a low vaccination cover-
age, floating population,
lack of public awareness
about the importance of
vaccines and apathy of the
government agencies
concerned to plug the
loopholes are some rea-
sons behind the regular
outbreaks of measles in
different parts of the
country.

Doctors say people of all
age groups are vulnerable.
Underage children, preg-
nant women, elderly peo-
ple and those with weak

infected people are highly
susceptible to measles.

Early measles symp-
toms, which usually
appear 10-12 days after
infection, include high
fever, runny nose, blood-
shot eyes and white tiny
spots inside the mouth.
Several days later, rashes
develop on the face, upper
neck and other parts of the
body.

Some people may suffer
from severe complications,
such as pneumonia and
encephalitis, and these dis-
eases may also lead to
death.

Measles was endemic in
Nepal and an average of
90,000 cases were recorded
every year from 1994 to
2004. Routine measles vac-
cination began in the
country in 1979, starting
with three districts. The
campaign was made
nationwide after 10 years.
Still, measles continues to
stalk children across the
country.

TETHAT T3 AR
YT It a9 fq=rs ae=ey

YT JIT GRAD(E [SR™eT . 9

FAET, AFAR

(gepriTa fafq R050/03/3Y)

I9 HAT@Ee FeATsl U aied fear fafa R050/09/93 T yeEfird ST g dree afvoar
Contract no. WSSD1/Makawanpur/21/2079/80, Construction of Over Head Tank 450 m3, Karunga
Jagatpur Bharatpur Chitwan F14%1 @1fi1 a1 smuer fraer dreaags (E-Submission) &I yifafias gearamm
qhHd SAIIErdEs quiad auiisTd TUETd qreasiae @ie [MaamEadr 0%¥ (4G Geied ) & #99 39 3 (W)
guifan afds gwama fafa 0z0/0%/33 1d f&SEr .00 a5 @HUET g Gvaws fsfiem A 9, &,
HEATTILHT Gifeds ERT Frafead Fad STTEeEd amT 41 G gHind e @ |

fa.d. Frge! faaeor yifafie TETEHT 6 ArAqAarard! A9, ST
1 Construction of Over Head Tank 450 m3, | Gautam Nirman Sewa , Bharatpur-14 Chitwan
* | Karunga Jagatpur, Bharatpur Chitwant | Aarati Construction , Bhedihari 3 Parsa

POST PHOTO: DEEPAK KC

A man waits for customers at his wayside shop selling mementos at Swayambhu Stupa in Kathmandu in this recent photo.

Mahesh Chaudhary, former mimister
of state for local development, dies

O POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JUNE 7

CPN-UML central committee advisor
and former minister of state for local
development Mahesh Chaudhary
passed away on Wednesday. He was 72.
Chaudhary breathed his last at the
Ghorahi-based Rapti Academy of
Health Sciences in the course of treat-
ment.

The former minister of state, who
suffered from hernia and liver-related
ailments, was admitted to the medical
institute on Wednesday morning after
his health deteriorated. Originally

fefirsm wqE hailing from Baiwang in Dangisharan
Rural Municipality-4 of Dang,
o0 o
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Chaudhary had been residing in
Belbhar in ward 17 of Ghorahi Sub
Metropolitan City.

He was elected a member of the
National Assembly in 1991 and served
as the minister of state for local devel-
opment in 1997.

Chaudhary had an avid
interest in culture and history
and had published several write-ups,
in Nepali and English, published
under his name. Chaudhary is sur-
vived by his wife, two sons and a
daughter.

His body will be kept at the UML
office in Ghorahi on Wednesday
evening. His funeral rites will be per-
formed in  Dangisharan-based
Babaighat on Thursday, said UML
District Secretary Manohar
Budhathoki.
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Tibet enjoys quarterly
record growth as trade
and investment return

Autonomous region plans almost 200 projects this year worth more
than 143 billion yuan in sectors such as infrastructure and ecology

By PALDEN NYIMA

The Tibet autonomous region's
GDP exceeded 57.5 billion yuan
($8.3 billion) during the first
quarterof this year, up 8.2 percent
year-on-year; the highest growth
rate in China.

In the first three months,
economic operations in the region
had a good start and showed steady
recovery, said Pema Wodan, an
official from the region’s statistics
bureau at a news conference on

April 26.

Pema Wodan said the
contribution by investors was
obvious during the first three

months. Investment in fixed assets
has also grown rapidly.

In the first three months, fixed
asset investment rose by 66.2
percent year-on-year, ranking first in
China.

The momentum of industrial
growth was strong over the first
three months and the incremental

value of industries above
designated size — which mean
enterprises with annual sales

revenue of more than 20 million
yuan — in the region increased by

18.5 percent year-on-year, 15.5
percentage points higher than the
national average of 3 percent. The
growth rate also ranked first in the

country.
“Overall, with the rapid and stable
transition from the pandemic

prevention and control situation, the
economic operation of the region in
the first quarter started well and
showed a trend of stabilization and
recovery,” Pema Wodan said.

To sustain the growth
momentum, the autonomous region
is planning 191 key projects for this
year in the areas of infrastructure,
characteristic industries, ecological
civilization, border-area consolidation
and improvement of livelihoods, with
a total investment of more than 143
billion yuan, according to the Tibet

Development and Reform
Commission.

About 54 billion yuan will be
invested in key infrastructure
projects, including the
Nyingchi-Ya'an section of the
Sichuan-Tibet Railway, the

renovation of Terminals 1 and 3 at
Gonggar Airport in Lhasa, various
road and bridge projects and clean
energy utilization in rural areas.
More than 71 billion yuan will be

invested in the development of
characteristic industries, including
clean energy, green industries,
tourism  infrastructure facilities,
plateau agriculture and animal
husbandry.

More than 1.2 billion yuan will be
invested in ecological preservation
projects and urban sewage and
garbage disposal systems.

Meanwhile, more than 7 billion
yuan is expected to be spent on
projects for the development of
border areas.

In addition, about 8.2 billion yuan
will be invested to improve people’s
livelihoods. These projects include
kindergartens, schools, public health
services and the construction of a
regional planetarium.

The Tibet autonomous region
also plans to implement more than
1,300 rural revitalization projects this
year, with an estimated investment
of more than 14.67 billion yuan.

Among the plans, the
construction of 84 projects with an
investment of 701 million yuan has
begun, and a total of 809 projects
with investment topping 9.13 billion
yuan have entered the bidding
process, according the region’s rural
revitalization bureau.

An upgrading project for the Lhasa Gonggar Airport, the aviation hub of Tibet, has been planned for this
year. The project will include the addition of a 4,000-meter runway and the renovation of Terminals 1

and 3. LIU DEBIN / FOR CHINA DAILY

The region is working “to promote
all-around rural revitalization,
enhance people's sense of gain and
happiness and accelerate
agricultural development in 2023,
Wang Junzheng, Tibet's Party
secretary, said at a work conference
on rural affairs in February.

Promoting the intensive
processing of agricultural products,
developing rural tourism, leisure
agriculture and rural e-commerce,
and cultivating new agricultural and
animal husbandry business entities
in rural areas will be high on the local
authorities’ agenda, Wang said.

Other missions of the region will

include introducing a number of
leading enterprises in farming and
animal husbandry and developing
cooperatives for rural residents,
Wang added.

Meng Chunhui, deputy head of
the rural revitalization bureau in
Nang county, said that starting from
2021, a series of rural revitalization
projects have been implemented to
benefit rural residents.

Meng said rural revitalization
projects in his county were mainly
rural infrastructure upgrades,
including sewage treatment
systems,water supplies and paved
roads.

“More than 200 million yuan was
invested in infrastructure projects in
more than 10 villages and six
townships in our county in 2022 and
we plan to implement similar
projects in 14 new villages this
year,” Meng said.

“These projects will also provide
job opportunities for residents,
creating another source of income
for them. All the construction sites
welcome local workers, which will
enable them to earn money without
traveling far from their homes,” he
added.

More than 1
sites during

By YUAN SHENGGAO

The Tibet autonomous region
received more than 1.17 million
tourists during the May Day holiday
spanning from April 29 to May 3, a
growth of 73.25 percent
year-on-year, the Tibet Tourism
Development Department said on
May 5.

The region raked in 848 million
yuan ($122 million) in tourist
revenue during the five-day holiday.
The figure represented a surge of
61.52 percent compared to the
same holiday of 2022, signaling a
recovery of the industry following
the pandemic.

The Potala Palace, a UNESCO
World Heritage site in Lhasa,
received a total of 27,701 visits.
Meanwhile, the Basum and Namtso
lakes as well as the Yarlung Zangbo
River Grand Canyon were among
the most-visited scenic attractions
in Tibet during the holiday.

The average occupancy rate for
Tibet's star-rated hotels reached 74
percent during the  holiday,
according to the department’s data.

The department's officials said
Tibet is one of the most favored
destinations among tourists from
across the country.

“I'm from Northeast China,” said
a tourist surnamed Wen after
visiting the famed Potala Palace.

million visit
May holiday

“This is a long trip. But it's worthwhile
when seeing the unique landscape
and culture in Tibet.”

The holy lake of Namtso, which is
on an altitude of about 4,700 meters,
opened to visitors just before the
May Day holiday.

Kelzang Tashi, a staff member of
the Namtso scenic area, said: "We
received about 1,500 daily visits
recently. | believe there will be a
substantial increase in tourist
number in the coming summer.”

In addition to welcoming tourists
from the rest of the country, the
regional tourism development
department launched six staycation
tours for locals, promoting rural
tourism and villages with features
such as intangible cultural heritage.

“Spending the holiday in the
countryside was refreshing. Our
children loved activities such as
traditional cowhide boating,
kayaking, camping and dinners with
a bonfire,” said Tenzin Drolkar, a
resident of Lhasa, who spent two
days in a village near the Lhasa
River.

Tibet's tourism industry began its
growth momentum at the start of this
year. The autonomous region
received more than 2.55 million
tourists from home and abroad in the

first quarter, raking in tourism
revenue of more than 2 billion yuan
($291  million), local tourism

From top: Peach flowers bloom in early April in Nyingchi city,
attracting a group of self-driving tourists. JIANG FAN / XINHUA Tourists
watch a pop music show at the foot of a snow mountain in the
county of Kongpo'gyada. CAO BIN / XINHUA

authorities said in mid-April.

The autonomous region reported
a year-on-year growth of 39.63
percent in the number of visits and
42.89 percent in tourism revenue for
the first three months. This indicates

its tourism sector has vitality with
positive growth momentum,
according to Wang Xiaodong, head
of the regional tourism development
department.

China Daily / Xinhua

Development boosted by improved transport links

By YUAN SHENGGAO

The Tibet autonomous region
made further progress in
transportation infrastructure
development in 2022, bringing the
total length of roads open to traffic
to 121,400 kilometers, the regional
transportation authority said in early
March.

In 2022, the autonomous region
invested almost 16.39 billion yuan
($2.36 billion) in fixed assets for
road transportation.

“Tibet will complete fixed asset
investment of 26.3 billion yuan in
road construction and increase the
length of roads open to traffic to
124,000 km this year,” said Liu
Zhigiang, head of the regional
department of transport.

Since 2016, the region has
spared no effort in investing in the
development of rural road networks.
As of now, 662 townships and 4,382
villages in Tibet have been linked by
paved roads, meaning 95 percent of
its townships and 78.76 percent of
its villages are now connected, the
department said.

The region saw an increase of
720 km in its rural road network last
year.

In 2022, 185 road construction

A rural road winds its way on the slopes of Tibet's Pashoi county.
TANG DEHONG / FOR CHINA DAILY

projects were undertaken and 117
unsafe bridges were renovated in
the region's rural areas. Passenger
bus services in rural areas
increased, with 612 townships and
3,705 villages, approximately 90
percent and 69 percent, respectively,
gaining access to shuttle bus

services.
The region's traffic  and
transportation sectors last year

moved 3.98 million passengers and
a freight volume of around 39 million
metric tons.

With the total highway distance
expected to reach 124,000 km by
the end of this year, more than 95.5
percent of the region's townships
and 82 percent of its villages will be
accessible by road.

The improvement of transport
has greatly contributed to the
region’s overall social and economic
development.

Residents of Tashi Choten village
in Tradruk township, Lhokha city
have been operating family inns to
generate income in recent years.

Tashi Choten is said to be the
cradle of Tibetan Opera. After the
village became accessible by a
paved road in 2019, a large number
of tourists have flocked there for
sightseeing and experiencing
traditional Tibetan culture.

Li Yuwei, the leader of Tradruk
township, said that more tourists
have been coming to the village to
observe its Tibetan Opera culture
and local customs.

“The road has led to the
development of the opera, homestay
and catering industries in the
community,” Li said.

“‘More than 70 households
operate family inns, and it's clear
that rural roads are a driving force of
rural vitalization," Li added.

Drolma Yangzom, a resident from
Tsodo township of the region’s
Lhundrub county, said she had to
travel around three hours from
Lhasa to her home village years ago
by car, but nowadays the same
journey is less than two hours.

“Half of the journey from Lhasa to
my home county has been upgraded
into high-grade highways, and it is
much safer and faster,” Drolma
Yangzom said.

CHINA DAILY / XINHUA

Highway adds revenue
stream to tea garden

By YUAN SHENGGAO

In Geling village of Metog count,
Tibet autonomous region, the spring
morning air is filled with the sweet
aroma of freshly picked tea sprouts.

Tsering Yangdron, a 25-year-old
Monba ethnic woman, skillfully
navigates the tea garden, defily
plucking the tender leaves and
tossing them into a bamboo basket
tied to her waist.

For Tsering Yangdron, tea picking
has become an annual tradition over
the past five years. Her village of
Geling was once inaccessible due to
its rugged terrain and dense forests.
However, the opening of the Metog
Highway in 2013 significantly
improved connectivity and opened
up opportunites for economic
growth.

Tea picking is typically done in the
morning to ensure the collection of
fresh tea leaves from mistshrouded
tea gardens located on the southern
bank of the Yarlung Zangbo River.

After she is done with the tea
picking, Tsering Yangdron has to
rush back home. The guest rooms of
her homestay have been fully
booked every day since March, so
she must clean the rooms and
prepare meals for the guests.

“We have created a dish that
incorporates fresh tea buds fried with
eggs,” she said.

A kilogram of fresh tea sprouts
that she picked can be sold for 300
yuan ($43.14). Once dried and
processed to make green tea, the
value can increase significantly.

With more than 75 percent of the
county's land covered by forests,
Metog is dubbed a “natural animal
and plant museum,” making it an
appealing destination for tourists.

Prior to Huang Jiabin’s
appointment as the village's Party
secretary, the scenic terraced tea

garden in Geling was a neglected
and untamed piece of land. Huang

soon realized that the valley's
environment was suitable for
growing tea.

“Since 2018, we have improved
the management of the tea garden,
introduced advanced tea planting
techniques and provided training for
local villagers,” he said.

The village harvested nearly
15,000 kg of tea in 2022, generating
more than 520,000 yuan in revenue,
with an average household income
of nearly 18,000 yuan.

Last year, an upgrade of the
village's infrastructure was
completed to facilitate tourism, with
the construction of a view point
overlooking the tea garden.

The village received more than
15,000 visitors in 2022, generating
comprehensive tourism revenue of
over 600,000 yuan and creating
more than 30 jobs for the villagers.

Li Liuxiang, a tourist from central
China’s Henan province, expressed
his surprise at the wellmaintained
homestays and beautiful tea garden
in such a remote village. “Tourists
feel safe and comfortable walking
around the village at night, thanks to
solarpowered  streetlights  that
automatically turn on.”

“Geling's economic development
model combining tea farming with
tourism has set an example of rural
development in Metog,” said Yuan
Yugui, director of the county's
agriculture and rural affairs bureau.

To date, 103 high-standard
organic tea gardens have been
developed across the county,
covering a total area of over 1,200
hectares. This spring, tea sales
alone brought 1.28 million yuan to
the locals.

CHINA DAILY / XINHUA

Women work at a tea farm in Metog county. SUN FEI / XINHUA
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OPINION

OUR VIEW
The Koshi crisis

Provincial representatives of parties must get the
centre’s full support to come to a settlement.

It has been over three months since Province 1 was officially
named “Koshi”, a name the provincial assembly approved
with a thumping majority. The years-long dispute could be
resolved only after the Nepali Congress, the CPN-UML, the
CPN (Maoist Centre) and the Rastriya Prajatantra Party all
stood in favour of the new name. The second Constituent
Assembly, while promulgating the constitution in 2015, had
left the key tasks of fixing provincial capitals and naming the
provinces unfinished, entrusting the concerned assemblies
to do the needful. The naming of the Koshi province (the last
of the seven to be named) was celebrated as the conclusion of
the two major unfinished tasks of federalism.

But the celebration couldn’t last long. Various ethnic com-
munities of the region immediately took to the street to pro-
test against the new name. They said the province name
should reflect the ethnic identities of the region’s dominant
communities. Since they started the agitation, the protests
have at times turned violent. Padam Bahadur Limbu suc-
cumbed to head injuries he had sustained during a police
assault. Scores of other demonstrators have been injured.

The protests that were initially confined in provincial
headquarters of Biratnagar have spread to other districts. As
the situation got complicated, the provincial government on
Wednesday formed a team comprising three provincial min-
isters to talk to the agitating groups. But this is too little too
late. The government should have done this much earlier. As
things now stand, the dialogue team simply doesn’t have the
mandate to resolve what is a serious political problem.

With the CPN (Maoist Centre) quitting the Cabinet on
Tuesday, the UML-led provincial government has fallen into
a minority Another coalition partner Janata Samajbadi
Party had also pulled out a week ago. As the UML-led coali-
tion, which is now backed only by the Rastriya Prajatantra
Party, loses its majority in the assembly, the Congress and the
Maoist Centre are competing to lead the new government. So,
while the province is burning, the parties have again started
jockeying for power.

The big parties have failed to deal with the matter with the
sensitivity it deserves. Some of our politicians even tried to
sow ethnic divisions for their vested interest, which is play-
ing with fire. Though all the major political parties including
the Congress, the UML, the Maoist Centre and the RPP joined
hands to endorse the new name on March 1, some including
the Maoist Centre immediately changed their stance. It had
been a mistake to compromise on the party’s once strong
stand in favour of identity-based nomenclature, the party
later clarified. The UML had taken the initiative to finalise
the new name, as it was heading the provincial government
at the time. The agitating groups are thus particularly angry
with the UML leaders including its chair KP Sharma Oli, a
vocal critic of ethnicity-based federalism.

Delineating and naming the provinces was easily the
toughest of all agendas that had to be resolved during the
seven combined years of the constituent assemblies. Those
closely involved in the constitution-making process, includ-
ing nearly all top leaders in the country today, understand the
gravity of the matter. Only if they are serious will this issue
be resolved. For one, the provincial representatives of politi-
cal parties must get the centre’s full support and be given the
mandate to come to a negotiated settlement. Otherwise, if
this spark lit in eastern Nepal is allowed to spread, it could
burn down the whole federal edifice.

THEIR VIEW
Bring them back

Over 18,000 closed non-government primary
schools need assistance to reopen.

We are alarmed to learn of the number of non-government
primary schools that have been closed in the last two years.
Reportedly, some 18,465 schools closed their doors for good in
2021 and 2022 because their owners could not bear the cost of
running them. With the shutting down of these institutions,
thousands of teachers lost their jobs, while lakhs of students
had to drop out or go through other challenges. Data from the
Directorate of Primary Education (DPE) shows that a total of
1,14,429 teachers of non-government primary schools left the
profession since 2020, while a staggering 14.5 lakh students
left primary schools—a large number of them privately
run—between 2020 and 2021. This needs urgent attention
from the authorities.

While educationists have long been asking the government
to take remedial actions and invest more in education to
recover from the pandemic-induced learning loss—which
has affected an entire generation of students—there has been
little indication that it took those suggestions seriously. Its
education budgets of the last few fiscal years made it very
clear. And it has disappointed us again this year by proposing
a record-low allocation of Tk 88,000 crore for education,
which is only 1.76 percent of the GDP.

At a time when the government should have made desperate
attempts to bring the missing students back to schools—by
providing them stipends, mid-day meals, financial incentives
for poorer households, etc.—we have not seen much effort in
this regard. Moreover, struggling non-government primary
schools also didn’t get the help they deserved. Reportedly, the
owners of these schools—NGO-run, kindergartens, etc.—
sought financial assistance, soft loans, and waiver of utility
charges during the pandemic, which they were denied.

Needless to say, such schools have been playing a signifi-
cant role in ensuring education at the primary level. The
government, therefore, must come up with proper incentives
and plans to help them reopen and also to bring their teach-
ers—many of whom may have remained unemployed till
now—and students back to the classrooms.

— The Daily Star (Bangladesh)/ANN

US and democracy in South Asia

INEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH |l

As recent history has
shown, it is people who
bring change, not any
external power.

SMRUTI S PATTANAIK

The recent announcement by the
United States that it will be able “to
restrict the issuance of visas for any
Bangladeshi individual believed to be
responsible for, or complicit in, under-
mining the democratic election process
in Bangladesh” has led to a belief that
it is interested in promoting democracy
and is committed to protecting human
rights. Though promotion of democra-
cy has been part of US foreign policy
for a very long time, it has used it selec-
tively. History shows that the US has
rather stood by military dictators and
authoritarian regimes. Many of the
regimes which are US allies are also
accused of trampling democracy and
human rights. Within the region,
there are several examples of US con-
doning autocratic regimes, and this
policy continues.

In the recent past, one has seen that
US policy has significantly differed in
Sri Lanka and Pakistan where people
have risen up against the government
for bad governance and economic dis-
tress. In Sri Lanka, the US took an
active interest in Jana Aragalaya and
was not against the change of govern-
ment. This is not the case in Pakistan.
It is important to recognise that the
people’s movement in Sri Lanka was
completely led by Sri Lankans and left
political parties that decided to bring
the Gotabaya government to task.

It is interesting to note that in
Pakistan, where the military plays a
dominant role, there is no such
visa ban. The US has used this visa
policy to retain influence over the
Pakistan military that remains a major
ally in spite of China being the largest
exporter of weapons to Pakistan and
an all-weather friend.

It is the US which undermined the
legitimacy of Afghan governments to

negotiate a peace deal with the Taliban
as part of its exit strategy, notwith-
standing the fact that the Taliban has
always expressed disdain for democra-
cy and has no space for women in pub-
lic life. Though the Taliban govern-
ment is yet to be recognised by the
international community, hardly any-
thing has been done to improve the sit-
uation and the US is not bothered about
the democratic downturn.

Why Bangladesh?

Bangladesh visa ban issue comes as a
curious case. Earlier, the US had
banned the Rapid Action Battalion for
human rights violation, and it did not
invite Bangladesh to Biden’s democra-
cy conference when known autocrats
and dictators were invited. Therefore,
this visa ban does not appear to be
aimed at protecting democracy. There
are other geopolitical reasons behind
this policy. Though many in Bangladesh
assume that this visa ban will work
more than US sanctions, it is likely to
backfire as Sheikh Hasina has already
accused the US of regime change. One
has also seen how the pressure on
Mpyanmar has not worked.

SHUTTERSTOCK

It is known that the US has been lob-
bying Hasina’s government to be part
of the Indo-Pacific Strategy. The gov-
ernment has been extremely careful as
China is a significant investor in
Bangladesh. China has always been
openly expressing its views against
Bangladesh joining the US piloted
Indo-Pacific Strategy. There has been a
flurry of visits by high ranking US
officials this year to woo Bangladesh to
join it. China and India are keenly
watching the US relationship with
Bangladesh. After the US imposed the
visa ban, one saw the visit of the
Chinese foreign minister, perhaps reas-
suring Dhaka of its support.

Since the Awami League came to
power, Hasina and the US have been at
loggerheads over several issues. Some
of the Western countries also gave a
call to the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party to disassociate itself from Jamaat
Islami, the largest Islamic party in
Bangladesh which was believed to be
behind the street violence that saw
more than 100 people burnt alive
through the use of petrol bombs. This
did not happen and it was Jamaat that
took a tactical decision to move away

from the Bangladesh Nationalist Party.

US-led Western countries took the
lead to back the military-backed care-
taker government that took over power
on January 11, 2007 after a civil war-
like situation arose in Bangladesh. The
question is whether such intervention
helps the cause of democracy in the
long run.

Rise of people’s power

The response to authoritarian govern-
ments needs to come from within as
one saw in the context of Sri Lanka’s
Aragalaya. That was a significant
message that the people had sent to say
that while elected governments do have
the mandate of the majority, they can-
not remain unaccountable after the
election. Though the change in Sri
Lanka has not brought much democrat-
ic dividends, it was an attestation of
the people’s power to force change.
The same can be said about Nepal
where People’s Movement I and II
demonstrated that the people’s will and
desire for change ultimately triumphs.
Bangladesh has also witnessed such
changes in the past, especially the
anti-Ershad movement and the 1971
movement.

While pressure is important and has
often been used by those countries that
wield leverage, it does not result in
democratisation. The institutionalisa-
tion of democracy is an internal pro-
cess. The erosion of institutions hap-
pens due to a corrupt elite that benefit
from it. The weakness of the opposition
due to various reasons is one of the
major causes of the degradation of
democracy. Therefore, the selective pol-
icy of the US of using democracy as an
instrument of foreign policy to apply
pressure lacks legitimacy. The visa ban
will affect both the ruling party as well
as the opposition as one really does not
know what the US means by democracy.
Is it free and fair election? Is it provid-
ing space to the opposition to engage in
politics? And if it is political space,
what is the contour of this space and
who determines it?

Externalising domestic politics will
not help the opposition in any country.
Political battles need to be fought on
the ground. Isn’t it Bangladeshis who
rose against the Pakistan Army sponta-
neously? Can the draconian digital
security act undermine the indomita-
ble spirit of the Bengalis? As the Sri
Lankans in 2021, Nepalis in 2007 and
Pakistanis in 2008 showed, it is people
who bring change, and not any exter-
nal power. The final push has to come
from the people.

NRB’s role in fueling inequality

The ever-increasing
loanable fund crisis may
drastically affect the
livelihoods of the poor.

PRADIP KAFLE

The summer of Kathmandu, quite
scorching these days, has recently wit-
nessed the pork barrelling of the
budget for the upcoming fiscal year
2023-24. The lucky escape from the fall
into the abyss of economic quandary a
year ago, nudged by the prudent cen-
tral bank of the country—Nepal Rastra
Bank (NRB)—via import restrictions
policy, should have rung the bells for a
much-needed structural intervention.
But our castle of expectations has, once
again, fallen.

The troika of economic disasters—
the Covid-19 pandemic, global inflation-
ary pressures and loanable fund cri-
sis—has increased inequality in Nepal.
But the concerns of inequality are
unheard of and overlooked. The
rural-urban divide, digital divide and
class divide have all weakened the
social fabric to a new low. This unabat-
ed inequality will be messier if not
treated now.

Regarding inequality, the govern-
ment is not the only agency to blame
for this dilly-dallying; the central
bank’s number crunchers should share
the pie too. Independent central banks
are acknowledged as overseeing price
stability and external sector stability to
support sustainable economic growth,
but they blatantly ignore externalities
such as inequality and poverty. Some
of these issues, which indicate the
NRB’s high hand in raising inequality,
are explored in this write-up.

Poor getting poorer

The paradox of our times is that the
financial system charges absurdly
high-interest rates to the poorest peo-
ple, who lack sufficient assets/income
to pledge as collaterals and minimal
rates to the wealthy ones. Citing rea-
sons such as risk-based pricing, credit
history, and collateral-based pricing,
interest rates charged on credits for-
warded to marginalised people are sig-
nificantly high.

The NRB has broadly classified
banks and financial institutions into
four classes: A, B, C and D; they form
commercial banks, development banks,

finance companies and microfinance
institutions, respectively. Their scope
of operation narrows, and their rural
penetration broadens while moving
from A to D in the hierarchy. But the
cost of funds from A-class banks, most-
ly relying on urban areas, is low vis-a-
vis the cost of funds from B, C and
D-class banks, which mostly cater to
the rural clientele.

Furthermore, the central bank’s con-
ceptualisation of “intermediary of the
intermediaries (banks)” in the name of
microfinance institutions (MFI) adds
insult to injury. Though the NRB has
barred them from charging interest
rates greater than 15 percent per
annum, the effective interest rate,
including upfront fees like service
charges, renewal fees and indirect
costs (cost incurred in reaching the
MFT’s physical premise for service), are
exorbitantly high, ranging from 25-30
percent per annum. It shows that the

central bank’s conceptualisation of the
current banking and financial institu-
tions’ structure is outrightly assem-
bling inequality. This should never
have been the case for the so-called
“socialism-oriented economy”.

Capturing concessional loans

One of the most painful facts being wit-
nessed in recent times is big business
houses misusing concessional agricul-
tural loans allocated for poor farmers.
The NRB has mandated A-class banks
to forward at least 11 percent of their
credit to the agricultural sector by
mid-July 2023. Though credit flows to
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the agricultural sector have already
exceeded the set benchmark in terms of
figures, they have merely contributed to
the gross domestic product. A huge
chunk of credit has been directed to the
agricultural sector, but the annual
growth of the agricultural sector has
averaged only 2.95 percent for the last 10
years (CBS, 2023). This clarifies the mis-
use of the funds. The trend of establish-
ing a subsidiary, digging a pit, throwing
a thousand baby fish in a pool, getting a
couple of crores of concessional loans,
and misappropriating funds in real
estate has been the real riddle of the
entire system.

Similarly, the subsidised women
entrepreneurs’ loan, advanced by the
central bank’s provision, has been cap-
tured by the elites who do not necessar-
ily need the loan. The credit flowed to
clients without a proper need assess-
ment. Also, it lacked strict provisions
for routine inspection to ensure the

POSTFILE PHOTO

proper utilisation of the realised funds.
The same has been true of subsidised
credit provided to trekking guides,
released immediately after the Covid-19
pandemic. So, when the central bank
does not stringently regulate these con-
cessional credits, state-of-the-art poli-
cies often tend to become counterpro-
ductive and a burden, further widening
the inequality gap in the process.

Rural deposits, urban credits

A significant factor reinforcing the
rural-urban divide has been the exces-
sive investments of rural deposits in
urban areas. Remittance inflow has

significantly increased in rural areas,
increasing deposits in the rural branch-
es of banks. As banks must maintain
an overall credit-deposit ratio of 90
percent, they disburse credit based on
the overall volume of deposits collected
nationally.

However, branches in the rural sec-
tors are just like deposit collection cen-
tres. The proportion of credit flowed by
rural branches in the local area is
minimal in most cases. Citing the rea-
sons for an insufficient collateral base/
income level, credits are not disbursed
in the rural sectors, from where depos-
its have been collected. The officers of
private banks often cite the low demand
for credit from rural areas as the cause
of this unequal disbursement of funds.
However, some provisions, though flex-
ible ones, should be introduced to
maintain branch-wise or region-wise
credit-deposit ratios.

Hitting the poor hard

Prior studies have shown that high
inflation hits the poor harder since
businesspersons and industrialists can
increase the price of their outputs in
line with inflation, but the labour wage
rate takes much more time to adjust.
Next, the poor mostly spend all their
incomes on necessities, which is
mandatory for their survival, and a
rise in the price level means a fall in
the number of goods consumed. But
the rich can easily curtail their con-
sumption of luxury items for some
time. Furthermore, the compensation
of government employees seldom
increases on par with price level, citing
the inflationary impacts on the econo-
my. This creates a huge pay gap between
private and public institutions. This
means that if the NRB fails to limit
inflation within the target range, it will
fuel inequality.

Being an independent central bank,
the NRB must take a great leap to trans-
form the structural inequality
ingrained in the existing financial sys-
tem. The central bank should reassess
the existing classification of banks and
financial institutions and ensure a low
cost of funds for the marginalised.
Next, it must develop a stringent super-
vision mechanism to guarantee the
optimal utilisation of concessional
loans. They also should study whether
the lack of credit flowing in rural areas
is causing massive de-ruralisation and
make policy interventions accordingly.
Lastly, if the NRB seriously dedicates
itself to its all-time objective—taming
inflation—it would help the poor live a
decent life. The over-concentration of
credits in urban cities must be checked
if we aim for rural development.

Kafle is an assistant director at the
Nepal Rastra Bank.
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Around 14,000
Kathmandu residents
skipped cholera vaccine

Authorities had launched a cholera vaccination drive in
wards 11,12 and 13 of Kathmandu Metropolitan City.

O POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JUNE 7

Around 14,000 people from wards 11,12
and 13 of the Kathmandu Metropolitan
City who were administered the first
dose of the cholera vaccine missed the
second dose.

According to the Epidemiology and
Disease Control Division, over 37,000
people from the said wards were
administered with first doses of the
vaccine in May first week.

“Of them, only 23,473 people have
taken the second dose of the vaccine,”
said Bhola Adhikari, an official at the
division. “The remaining others
might be migrants and we guess they
were not in the Valley at the time of
administration of the second dose.”

The division had planned to adminis-
ter the oral cholera vaccine to over
95,000 people above one-year-old from
wards 11,12 and 13 of the Kathmandu
Metropolitan City. Officials say that
during the second round of vaccina-
tion, 18,000 people took their first doses.

“This shows that less than half the
target population took the vaccine in
the first round,” said Sajina Maharjan,
an official at the Kathmandu
Metropolitan City. “Thousands of peo-
ple who took the vaccine in the first
round did not come for their second
doses.”

Health officials say that low uptake
of vaccines, whether they are routine
vaccines or Covid vaccines or those
against cholera, is not a new thing in
the Kathmandu Valley, especially in
the Kathmandu Metropolitan City
which does not even have a record of
migrant population. Officials have
also found many children in
Kathmandu have not received even a
single dose of routine vaccines.

The cholera vaccination campaign
aims to lessen the risk of an outbreak
of the deadly contagion and severity
of infection in the upcoming mon-
soon, officials say.

Authorities had urged everyone
above one year of age in the said
wards to take the cholera vaccine.

Health Ministry officials say wards
11,12 and 13 were selected for vaccina-
tion against cholera, as they have been
considered high-risk wards of the
metropolis owing to poor drinking
water and sanitation conditions.

Last year, the Kathmandu Valley wit-
nessed a massive cholera outbreak in
which at least 77 cases were confirmed.
Hundreds of people suffered from the
diarrheal infection that continued for
months. Vibrio cholera 01 Ogawa sero-
type was confirmed in stool samples of
the victims at the time.

Cholera is a highly infectious dis-
ease that causes severe diarrhoea and
vomiting, and leads to dehydration
and even death within a few hours if
left untreated.

Cases of cholera were reported at
Bagbazar, Dillibazar, Balaju, Balkhu,
Sanepa, Kapan, Naikap, Kageshwari
Manohara, Bhaktapur, and Jaisidewal
areas in the Valley. Public health
experts had said the number of report-
ed cases could be just the tip of the
iceberg, as only around 10 percent of
the people infected with cholera devel-
op severe symptoms such as watery
diarrhoea and vomiting.

Along with vaccination, health
authorities have also been running
water, sanitation and hygiene pro-
grammes with the support of the
World Health Organisation, Unicef
and other agencies. They had also
been collecting drinking water sam-
ples for testing.

A study carried out by the health
ministry following the outbreak last
year showed that nearly 70 percent of
drinking water samples in Kathmandu
Valley were found to have been contam-
inated with E coli and faecal coliform.

The cholera outbreak was blamed
on contaminated water with the
increase in rainfall and disruption in
garbage collection in Kathmandu
Valley. Several other factors, including
the condition of supply pipes, water
storage, and pollution in water sourc-
es affected the quality of water sup-
plied to households, officials said.

Due to poor sanitation and hygiene
conditions, Nepal is highly vulnerable
to water-borne diseases, including
diarrhoea, dysentery, typhoid, hepati-
tis, and cholera, with thousands of
people falling sick every year.

In October 2021 also, a cholera out-
break in several local units of
Kapilvastu killed at least six, includ-
ing three minors and infected hun-
dreds of people. Health authorities
had launched a ring vaccination pro-
gramme in the affected areas.

Doctors say launching awareness
drives against water-borne diseases
and ensuring safe drinking water are
the only ways to save people from
dying from water-borne diseases,
including cholera. A combination of
surveillance, water and sanitation
measures, hygiene practices, social
mobilisation, and treatment are
required to contain the spread of the
infection, according to them.

The World Health Organisation
says cholera is a global threat to pub-
lic health and a multifaceted approach
is key to controlling the disease and
reducing deaths.

Cabinet approves Mayor
Balendra Shah’s Belgium visit

KATHMANDU: The government has
decided to approve Kathmandu
Metropolitan City Mayor Balendra
Shah’s visit to Belgium. The Cabinet
meeting on Wednesday gave approval
to Mayor Shah to participate in the
Metropolis World Congress and
Brussels Urban Summit 2023 to be
held in Belgium from June 12-15.
Minister for Communications and
Information Technology Rekha
Sharma informed that the Cabinet
meeting has appointed Madan Bhujel,
joint secretary at the Ministry of
Industry, Commerce and Supply, as the
chairman of the Kalimati Fruit and
Vegetable Market Development
Committee. The meeting also decided

to make the industrial village in
Panchkhal Municipality of
Kavrepalanchok district into a special
industrial village for women entrepre-
neurs. Minister Sharma informed
that a decision has been taken to issue
an order prohibiting the strike of
essential services as per Section 3 (1)
of the Essential Services Operation
Act, 1957, and publish its notice in the
Nepal Gazette. Similarly, the govern-
ment has also decided to allow Upper
Mailung Khola Hydropower Limited
to use and remove trees from the
national forest area in Rasuwa and
Nuwakot districts for the construction
of towers and the right of way for the
project. (PR)

Dharan sub-metropolis hit by severe
water shortage amid continued heat wave

The BP Koirala Institute of Health Sciences postpones its classes for a week due to the crisis.

POST PHOTO

Mayor Harka Sampang dismisses the BPKIHS's claims of reduced supply of water. He said it was supplied 2.1 million litres of water Tuesday.

U ARJUN POUDEL IN KATHMANDU &
ARJUN SUBEDI [N SUNSARI
JUNET

On Tuesday, the Dharan-based BP
Koirala Institute of Health Sciences
postponed all classes for a week
because of a severe water crisis. The
institute does not have an adequate
water supply for the hospital and its
college buildings.

“There is an acute shortage of
water in the hospital, and college and
hostel buildings. The medical science
students have been given a weeklong
break so that the daily hospital servic-
es won’t be affected much,” said Prof
Dr Sanjib Sharma, acting vice-chan-
cellor at the BPKIHS.

He said the decision to postpone
classes will not affect the curriculum.
According to Sharma, the students
also requested the institute in writing
to close classes for a few days.

According to the BPKIHS, the hos-
pital alone needs around 1.5 million
litres of water daily. The institute said
the drinking water management
board of the sub-metropolis has been
supplying just 500,000 litres of water

daily, although the agreement is to
supply 1.5 million litres.

Mayor Harka Sampang, who is also
the chairman of the board, dismissed
the institute’s claims of reduced sup-
ply. Sampang claimed that the board
supplied 2.1 million litres of water to
BPKIHS on Tuesday “but the institute
is hell-bent on defaming the sub-me-
tropolis.”

It isn’t only the BPKIHS that has
been affected by the water crisis.
Residents of the sub-metropolis have
said water shortage has severely
affected their daily lives. The scarcity,
coupled with scorching heat and heat
waves, has made Dharan locals miser-
able, says Shyama Regmi, 65, a local of
ward 1.

A severe heat wave that has hit sev-
eral places in the Tarai region since
Friday has triggered a water crisis in
many places, including Dharan.

“It is too hot here in Dharan and we
do not have water,” said Regmi. “We
get water from the public tap once in
four days and that too only for a few
minutes, which is not even sufficient
for drinking.”

With the rising mercury and heat

waves, health authorities have urged
people to stay hydrated, take baths
regularly and stay indoors. But the
locals question the logic behind the
request since they do not have water
to take a bath even once a day.

“We have a serious water crisis in
our area,” Rita Sundas, municipality
council member from the sub-metrop-
olis’s ward 1, told the Post. Officials at
the sub-metropolis held a meeting of
stakeholders on Tuesday and dis-
cussed the worsening water crisis.

“Today [Tuesday], we held a discus-
sion about the water crisis in our area
and have decided to better manage the
water distribution,” said Yagya Mani
Acharya, chair of ward 1 of the
sub-metropolis.

Daytime temperatures in several
Tarai districts have been hovering
around 40 degrees Celsius in recent
days. The Meteorological Forecasting
Division of the Department of
Hydrology and Meteorology said that
many places in the region have been
witnessing heat waves since Friday.

A heat wave occurs when the maxi-
mum and minimum temperatures at a
location are unusually high over a

three-day period. Met officials said
that there is a chance of rainfall in the
western and midwestern regions
which could break heatwave condi-
tions.

According to the latest weather
update, on Wednesday, Simara of Bara
and Janakpur recorded 41.7 degrees
Celsius and 42.2 degrees Celsius,
respectively; Bhairahawa logged 41.8
and Nepalgunj 41.6 degrees Celsius,
respectively. Likewise, Biratnagar
recorded 41.0 and Dharan recorded
39.3 degrees Celsius, respectively.

Birendranagar recorded 38.9
degrees Celsius, according to the Met
division. The maximum temperature
in Kathmandu during the day was 32.1
degrees Celsius. The Met Office said
that the monsoon is likely to be
delayed by a few days this year.

The monsoon season in Nepal gen-
erally starts on June 13 and ends on
September 23. Last year, however, it
entered the country eight days ahead
of schedule.

Normally, after the arrival of mon-
soon, it takes one week for the clouds
to spread across the country.

Globally, extreme weather events
are increasing in frequency, duration
and magnitude. Scientists blame cli-
mate change for the early onset of
summer and intense heat.

The average annual maximum tem-
perature of Nepal rose by 0.056
degrees Celsius between 1971 and 2014,
according to a study conducted in 2017
by the Department of Hydrology and
Meteorology (DOHM).

Meteorologists have forecast
below-average rainfall in the upcom-
ing monsoon season. The depart-
ment’s climate section, which forecast
weather conditions for four months
(June 1 to September 30), said that
most parts of the country are likely to
experience an above-average maxi-
mum temperature due to the El Nino
conditions, a climatic pattern that
generally brings dry weather.

Nepal is one of the world’s most
vulnerable countries to the climate
crisis and has witnessed frequent
extreme weather events over the past
decade and a half.

A man whets a knife using a manual machine at Basantapur in Kathmandu on Wednesday.
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Lawyers of defendants in fake Bhutanese refugee scam claim selective prosecution

O POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, JUNE 7

Lawyers representing the defendants
in the Bhutanese refugee scam started
a debate on Wednesday questioning
the ‘selective’ prosecution in the case.

After government lawyers conclud-
ed their arguments on Tuesday on
whether to remand the defendants in
the Bhutanese refugee scam, those
representing the defendants presented
their arguments.

They argued that the defendants
have been charged without adequate
evidence and only based on the state-
ments of a select few people.

They also argued that the accused
were selectively prosecuted with some
of top leaders who were accused of
involvement in the scam were not
prosecuted.

“Some people have been prosecuted
because the accused named them
while others have not been prosecuted
even though they were also named by
the accused in the scam,” said Shiva
Prasad Rijal, a senior advocate who
argued on the behalf of Sanu

Bhandari, one of the accused.

Recently, an audio tape appeared on
social media that suggested former
prime minister Sher Bahadur Deuba’s
wife Arzu Rana also allegedly received
cash from racketeers attempting to
send fake Bhutanese refugees to the
United States.

P

he defendants are
charged with treason,
organised crime, fraud
and forgery.

_

Ajaya Kranti Shakya, adviser to for-
mer prime minister KP Sharma Oli,
also allegedly received Rs10 million as
per the statement of a defendant. They
have not been made defendants in the
case.

On May 24, the Kathmandu District
Attorney’s Office filed criminal cases
at the Kathmandu District Court
against 30 individuals including for-

mer deputy prime minister Top
Bahadur Rayamajhi and former home
minister Bal Krishna Khand, accusing
their involvement in the refugee scam.
Of them, 18 have been arrested while
the others continue to be at large.

Rijal said the separate charge sheets
should have been registered based on
alleged offences and degree of offenc-
es which could not happen.

The defendants have been charged
with four types of crimes—treason,
organised crime, fraud and forgery.

Rijal also questioned why Gajendra
Budhathoki, who registered the com-
plaints on the behalf of 61 victims,
was not prosecuted as he himself was
involved in collecting money from the
victims.

Budhathoki had registered com-
plaints stating that defendants includ-
ing Sandesh Sharma, Keshav Prasad
Dulal and Sanu Bhandari had collect-
ed as much as Rs97.8 million from him
and other 60 people known to him.

After the lawyers debating on the
behalf of defendants conclude their
argument, Achyut Neupane, chief of
the Kathmandu District Attorney’s

Office, will respond to arguments of
the defendants’ lawyers, leaving the
court to take the decision.

The district court has set June 14 as
the tentative date for issuing an order
on whether to remand the defendants.
District Court Judge Prem Prasad
Neupane has been conducting the
hearings on the case.

Earlier, the government lawyers
had argued on the behalf of the prose-
cutor.

Neupane said they argued that the
hearings in the case should be contin-
ued, keeping the defendants in police
custody because of the seriousness of
the offences they have been charged
with.

Government lawyers including
Mahesh Prasad Khatri, Janak Prasad
Ghimire, Sitaram Aryal, Dinesh
Bhattrai, Prakash Ghimire and Sur
Bahadur Pariyar, Nirmala Marasini
and Hira Lal Bholon argued against
the accused. Some private lawyers
including Swagat Nepal also argued
against the accused.

The defendants have been charge-
sheeted for collecting Rs288.17 million

They claim some high-profile suspects were not prosecuted despite being named by defendants as beneficiaries of the scam.

from 115 victims—ranging from
Rs200,000 to Rs4.8 million per per-
son—promising them to send them to
the US in the guise of Bhutanese refu-
gees.

In the court, many defendants have
given statements contradictory to
what they had told the police.
Rayamajhi and Khand said a conspir-
acy was hatched against them to
destroy their political careers while
rejecting the charges against them.

In his statement, Khand claimed
that he neither had a part in the
offence as mentioned in the charge-
sheet nor did he instigate anyone to
get involved in the offences. “All the
charges against me are false,” he said.

The charge sheet also names the
former deputy prime minister
Rayamajhi as the mastermind of the
scam. He allegedly played a key role in
the disappearance of the actual report
of the task force led by Balkrishna
Panthi, a former joint-secretary, and
replacing it with a fake one. Rayamajhi
had even sought the help of another
defendant, the Bhutanese refugee
leader Tek Nath Rizal.

Even though Rayamajhi said that he
had known the Bhutanese rights lead-
er Tek Nath Rizal, he rejected Rizal’s
claim that he was involved in the
scam. Rayamajhi said he met Rizal
only once and claimed that Rizal
might have taken his name in order to
hide his own crime.

The racketeers had bribed politi-
cians and government officials to
include the names of many Nepali
nationals on a proposed list of
Bhutanese refugees eligible for a
third-country resettlement.

After Nepal’s efforts to repatriate
the refugees failed, international
organisations including the UN refu-
gee agency had explored the
third-country resettlement option. Of
the around 120,000 refugees staying in
camps in eastern Nepal since the
1990s, nearly 113,500 were resettled in
various Western countries in a dec-
ade-long process. The US alone took in
more than 90,000 of them. Around
8,500 Bhutanese refugees were esti-
mated to have remained in the camps
after the closure of the third-country
resettlement process in 2016.
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FOREX
US Dollar 132.38
Euro 141.82
Pound Sterling 164.85
Swiss Franc 146.20
Australian Dollar 88.69
Canadian Dollar 9891
Singapore Dollar 98.30
Japanese Yen (10) 9.50
Chinese Yuan 1861
Saudi Arab Riyal 35.30
Qatari Riyal 36.32
Thai Bhat 381
UAE Dhiram 36.04
Malaysian Ringit 28.79
Korean Won (100) 1017
Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank
SHARES
Nepse (i percent f 1'9(‘; %2"2 Prs
1 HIGHEST GAINERS |

UNLB  KLBS SWBBL STC SMJC  CLBSL
10 802 596 542 517 5

1 MODERATE GAINERS |
KLBSL SJCL  MHCL NICSF  LEMF  CMF1
5 468 442 426 398 39

| MODERATE LOSERS |

JOSHI NCCD86 ADLB ~ SMB ~ GUFL ~ NYADI
-1.94 2 202 221 232 233

| HIGHEST LOSERS |
NMBD87/88RMF1 NIBLGF MKLB ~ SFEF  SEF
311 325 353 365 382 435

BULLION PRICE PER TOLA
<% Fine Gold Rs 112700
S5 Silver Rs 1420
SOURCE: FENEGOSIDA
o BIZLINE
Samsung launches
Galaxy F54 in Nepal
T KATHMANDU:
' Samsung has
added the Galaxy
F54 to their

already impres-
sive smartphone
lineup in Nepal.
The newest addi-
tion is a power-
ful, tech-packed
5G device,
equipped with an impressive 108MP
main camera with OIS and premium
Galaxy signature design, reads the
press release issued by the company.
The massive 6.7-inch vivid super
AMOLED plus display gives an
immersive experience with both
smooth viewing and scrolling, thanks
to its 120Hz refresh rate. The device
comes with 8 GB RAM capacity, and
has an internal storage of 256 GB.
The phone is powered by best in class
monster-like 6000mAh battery. The
Galaxy F54 is available in two stun-
ning colours—Silver and Dark Blue.
The Galaxy F54 will be available
through all retail outlets across the
country at an all-inclusive price of
Rs52,499 for the 8+256 GB memory
variant. (PR)

Turkish lira declines to record
lows following start of

Erdogan’s new term

ANKARA: The Turkish lira tumbled
to a fresh record low on Wednesday,
extending its slide against the

US dollar since President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan started his third
term. The lira weakened by more
than 6 percent on Wednesday hitting
23.15 against the dollar. The decline
took the currency’s loss since the
appointment of Erdogan’s new gov-
ernment to 8 percent. The currency
has weakened by around 20 percent
since the start of the year. The
Turkish currency has declined

in value since 2021 due to what
economists say is Erdogan’s insist-
ence on keeping borrowing costs low
to stimulate growth despite skyrock-
eting inflation. Analysts say
Erdogan’s government propped up
the lira in the run-up to Turkey’s
presidential and parliamentary elec-
tions last month. (ap)

Batman wins EU trademark
dispute with Italian designer
BRUSSELS: Caped crusader Batman
won a trademark fight with an
Italian clothing retailer on
Wednesday after Europe’s second-top
court sided with an EU patent office,
ruling that the Batman logo is dis-
tinctive enough to warrant its EU
trademark. Warner Bros Discovery’s
DC Comics, which registered the
Batman logo with the European
Union Intellectual Property

Office (EUIPO) more than two dec-
ades ago, faced a challenge from
Commerciale Italiana Srl in 2019.
The Italian company had asked
EUIPO to annul the trademark for
clothing and carnival items, saying
that it lacked a distinctive character.
After EUIPO rejected its application,
Commerciale Italiana Srl took its
grievance to the Luxembourg-based
General Court. Judges backed the EU
trademark body. (REUTERS)

Dog chew exports likely to hit Rs3 billion this fiscal

The hard cheese is prepared from yak milk and at high elevations, which makes it widely popular, insiders say.

O KRISHANA PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, JUNE7

Dog chew made in the eastern high-
lands has become an unlikely contend-
er for Nepal’s top export.

American and Canadian pooches
love the hard cheese made of yak
milk, and traders can barely keep up
with demand, officials say. Dog chew
exports are neck-and-neck with
Nepal’s tea shipments which have tra-
ditionally been a major foreign cur-
rency earner.

Most of the tea and dog chew
exported from Nepal are produced in
the eastern hill district of Ilam.

Insiders say demand for dog chew
rose sharply in the United States and
Canada after people bought more pet
animals when they were forced to stay
home during the Covid-19 lockdowns.

The statistics of the Department of
Customs show that exports of dog
chew jumped by 38 percent to 1,744
tonnes in the last fiscal year 2021-22.
The export value swelled by 48 percent
to Rs2.91 billion.

In the first 10 months of the current
fiscal year ended mid-May, dog chew
shipments totalled 1,346 tonnes worth
Rs2.53 billion. The figure was Rs2.30
billion in the same period of the previ-
ous fiscal year.

Going by the flow of export orders,
traders are optimistic that dog chew
shipments will cross Rs3 billion by the
end of the current fiscal year.

Exports have shot up by 240 percent
in the last five years. Manufacturers
and exporters say Nepali dog chew is
prepared from Himalayan yak milk
and at high elevations, which has
made it widely popular.

The dog chew contains no added
preservatives, colours or chemicals. It
is prepared manually with milk and
natural products using traditional
techniques.

The process of making the hard
cheese, or chhurpi, involves boiling
the milk, separating the whey and
then shaping and drying the remain-
ing curd. The resulting hard cheese is
then sliced into sticks and let dry and
smoke for a month.

“The dog chew does not contain any
artificial ingredients. It is fully natu-
ral which makes it unique for pet feed
compared to other products available
in the international market,” said
Shreska Acharya, business develop-
ment manager of Lekali Himalayan
Dog Chew, one of the largest manufac-

Most of the tea and dog chew exported from Nepal are produced in the eastern hill district of llam.

turers of Himalayan chew in Nepal.

Acharya says they export 30
to 50 tonnes of dog chew monthly.
They bring unprocessed cheese and
process it in Godavari. Nepali dog
chew does not have problems like
staining and odour compared to other
pet food, she added.

According to manufacturers and
exporters, 90 percent of the dog
chew produced in the country is
exported. The rest of the hard cheese
is consumed locally by people. Nepalis
do not feed it to their pets due to the
high cost.

“Export inquiries are coming grad-

ually,” said Dhurba Raj Regmi, direc-
tor and CEO of Native Nepali Agro
Suppliers, another commercial dog
chew producer.

Regmi says dog chew is preferred as
it contains more than 60 percent pro-
tein, calcium and vitamins. The dog
chew is made of 99 percent milk from
yaks and cows. Other ingredients like
lime juice and salt are also used in its
preparation.

“The high fat content in dog chew
leads to indigestion in dogs, so manu-
facturers have been lowering the fat
content,” Regmi said.

Native Nepali Agro has been export-
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ing dog chew for the last six years.
The company said it has been produc-
ing around 5,000 kg at its plant and
outsourcing the production of anoth-
er 5,000 kg.

Regmi says demand for dog chew in
the global market increased by 10 per-
cent in the last fiscal year, and as a
result, demand for Nepali dog chew
has risen. Native Nepali Agro exports
100 tonnes of dog chew annually. The
company said it has an annual turno-
ver of Rs20 million.

Niranjan Dairy in Fikkal, Ilam has
been producing dog chew for the last
four months.

“We produce around 4,500 kg of dog
chew in a month. It takes 20 days to a
month to produce dog chew,” said
Khagendra Adhikari, proprietor of
Niranjan Dairy.

Manufacturers say demand for
chew has increased at a fast rate but
milk production has remained static.

Nepali dairy industries have
requested the government to lift
the restriction on imports of milk to
avert possible shortages in the domes-
tic market.

“There is a shortage of milk.
Besides, the price has been rising,”
Adhikari said.

Adhikari sells the dog chew to
Kathmandu-based exporters for
Rs1,250 per kg. The price was Rsl1,150
per kg before the price of milk
went up.

Regmi says the export price of dog
chew is around $14 per kg.

DOG CHEW EXPORT

FISCALYEAR  EXPORT AMOUNT (in tonnes)
2021-22 1744 Rs2.91 billion
2020-21 1,262 Rs1.96 billion
2019-20 mn Rs1.22 billion
201819 636 Rs1 billion

201718 576 Rs858 million

(Source: Department of Customs)

According to Regmi, dog chew is
mainly produced in Taplejung, Ilam
and Panchthar.

The major buyers are the US,
Canada, the UK, Japan and Hong
Kong, as per department data.

“There is great demand for dog
chew in Europe, but Europe does not
allow the entry of dairy products from
Nepal,” said Regmi. “If the govern-
ment can ensure quality, there is huge
potential for Nepali dog chew exports
to Europe.”

Traders say unhealthy market com-
petition has risen due to lack of prop-
er guidelines.

Nepal’s multi-million dollar carpet
industry collapsed due to unhealthy
competition, and the dog chew busi-
ness could face a similar fate if it is
not monitored in time, they say.

There is no authentic data, but
exporters say the country produces
3,000 tonnes of dog chew annually,
half of which is exported.

“The government needs to grade the
dog chew produced in the country to
ensure its quality,” Regmi said.

OECD shghtly raises world
GDP growth forecast

U1 AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS, JUNE7

The OECD slightly raised its growth
outlook for the world economy on
Wednesday as inflation eases and
China has dropped Covid restrictions,
but it warned the recovery faces a
“long road”.

The Paris-based organisation fore-
cast an economic expansion of 2.7
percent, up from 2.6 percent in its
previous report in March, with
upgrades for the United States, China
and the eurozone. But it is still under
the 3.3 percent growth recorded in
2022.“The global economy is turning a
corner but faces a long road ahead to
attain strong and sustainable growth,”
OECD chief economist Clare
Lombardelli wrote in the OECD’s
Economic Outlook.

“The recovery will be weak by past
standards,” Lombardelli wrote.

The growth forecast for 2024
remains unchanged at 2.9 percent, the
Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development said.

A drop in energy prices, the untan-
gling of supply chain bottlenecks and
China’s sooner-than-expected reopen-
ing are contributing to the recovery,
the OECD said. Among its 38 mem-
bers—an eclectic group ranging
from the United States to Germany;,
Mexico, Japan and New Zealand—
inflation is expected to slow to 6.6 per-
cent this year, after soaring to 9.4 per-
cent in 2022.

But core inflation, which strips out
volatile energy and food prices, is
higher than previously expected,
according to the OECD.

“Central banks need to maintain
restrictive monetary policies until
there are clear signs that underlying
inflationary pressures are abating,”
Lombardelli said.

At a press conference, Lombardelli
said central banks faced a “delicate
balance”. “Obviously they shouldn’t
tighten too much to the point that it
would have a greater impact on growth
than it is necessary,” said the OECD’s
new chief economist, who took her
post last month.

India raises crop prices as Modi
woos farmers ahead of election

U REUTERS
NEW DELHI, JUNE 7

India on Wednesday raised the gov-
ernment-mandated price for sum-
mer-sown crops such as rice and cot-
ton by the most in five years as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi looks to woo
millions of farmers ahead of a gener-
al election next year.

The country announces support
prices for more than a dozen crops
each year to set a benchmark. But
analysts say the bigger than usual
hike could hit government finances
and stoke inflation.

India has raised the price at which
it will buy new-season common rice
paddy from farmers by 7 percent to
2,183 rupees ($26.45) per 100 kg, trade
minister Piyush Goyal told reporters
after a cabinet meeting chaired by
Modi. The government is keen to boost
rice output after it banned exports of
broken rice in September and imposed
a 20 percent tax on exports of various
grades to calm domestic prices, which

REUTERS

A file photo shows a farmer bundling his paddy crops on the outskirts of Srinagar, India.

had surged after below-average rain-
fall limited planting.

This year, government sources told
Reuters that the ban on broken rice
exports and a 20 percent tax on over-
seas shipments of white rice would be
maintained as the world’s biggest
exporter of the grain tries to keep a

lid on prices. “The hike in paddy
prices would lift rice export prices by
$30 per tonne. India might become
uncompetitive in the world market
unless government scraps 20 percent
duty on exports,” said BV Krishna
Rao, president, Rice Exporters
Association of India.

Rolwaling Valley witnesses return of trekkers

U1 KEDAR SHIWAKOTI
DOLAKHA, JUNE7

Rolwaling Valley in the northeast of
Dolakha has started drawing tourists
after three years.

Both, domestic and foreign tourists
are trekking to Tsho Rolpa, one of the
biggest glacial lakes in Nepal at an
altitude of 4,580 metres.

The rise in the number of trekkers
in the area has created a buzz in the
area after a lull in tourist numbers
post pandemic. The trekker numbers
in the valley had fallen to almost zero
after the Covid pandemic.

According to Bikash Khadka, a
local, around 50 trekkers are coming
daily. The Rolwaling Valley trek is a
five-seven long trek preferred mostly
by the young crowd.

The area started coming to the
notice of trekkers, mostly beginners
after it started featuring on social
media platforms through individual
content creators, said Khadka.

Arjun Dahal, a solo traveller, says
the trek is popular among the young
crowd mostly because it is
budget-friendly unlike other trekking
destinations in the country “I didn’t
have to worry about having to pay
for expensive accommodation,” he
said. “There are several budget lodges
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Both, domestic and foreign tourists are trekking to Tsho Rolpa, one of the biggest glacial lakes

in Nepal at an altitude of 4,580 metres.

catering to trekkers in the area.”

Hotel owners say that the number
of local travellers, especially youths,
has increased, boosting their business
prospects. Its affordability is the main
reason behind the trekking destina-
tion’s popularity, they say.

According to Dahal, it costs up to
Rs15,000 for an individual to trek the
Rolwaling trail. Dawa Tshering
Sherpa, a local hotel owner, who is
excited to see tourists returning, said,
“It is good to see tourists after three
years,” he said.

The availability of local buses
from Charikot, the district headquar-
ters, to Chyochyot in Bigu Rural
Municipality-1 where the Rolwaling
trail begins, has also contributed to
the popularity of the trekking route.

On the first day of the trek, visitors
can walk up to Simi Gaun or Surmuche
for a night stay.

The next day’s trekking passes
through Kyalche, Dongkhang, and
Thangding to reach Beding—a village
famous for producing the most num-
ber of Everest climbers.

There are around one and a half
dozen of hotels of both small and
large sizes in Beding village.

On the third day, visitors can
trek to Tsho Rolpa and stay at Na vil-
lage for the night. The number of
hotels and lodges in Na village is
also increasing as the number of trav-
ellers rises.

“Previously, we were reliant only on
foreigners for our business, but nowa-
days, we receive hordes of domestic
tourists,” said Sherpa.

According to Sherpa, around 3,500
domestic tourists visit the Rolwaling
Valley yearly. The trail also leads trav-
ellers to mountains such as Yalung Ri
(5,630 metres), Ramdung (5,925 metres)
and Pharchem (6,000 metres) which
are now open for climbing.

They can also trek to Dudh Kunda
from Tsho Rolpa.

Mid-March to mid-June and
mid-September to mid-December is
considered the trekking season on the
Rolwaling trail.

The number of foreigners trekking
from Rolwaling to Mount Everest via
the Tashi Lapcha pass is increasing as
well. The government in March made
it mandatory for the trekkers to take a
guide along with them on the trip
effective from April. The locals are
hopeful of an increase in employment
by the government’s new rule.

The majority of the locals in Beding
work as tourist guides.

According to the Gaurishankar
Conservation Area, around 327 for-
eigners and 28 visitors from the
SAARC nations have visited the con-
servation area starting from mid-
March. There are no records of domes-
tic visitors.

“Even though we have attempted to
keep the records of the domestic
tourists, it’s difficult to keep track of
them as they start the trail from the
unofficial points,” said Tulasi Prasad
Dahal, information officer of the
Conservation Area.

“Since the beginning of the trek-
king season, the number of tourists in
the area has increased,” added Dahal.
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Machhindra secure second spot
as relegation drama continues

Kumar KC's side overcome Sherpa 3-1to book their place in the AFC Cup preliminary
round. APF, Three Star, Friends and Khumaltar are still fighting for survival.

et I
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Players of Machhindra Club and Himalayan Sherpa Club battle during their ‘A’ Division League match at the Dasharath Stadium on Wednesday.
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Machhindra Club guaranteed a
second-position finish in the Martyrs
Memorial ‘A’ Division League with a
3-1 victory over Himalayan Sherpa
Club in a bad tempered match at the
Dasharath Stadium on Wednesday.

Machhindra’s hopes to win a third
consecutive trophy ended on Tuesday
after Church Boys United drew with
Nepal Police Club 0-0 to clinch their
historic title in their debut season.
CBU also matched Manang
Marshyangdi Club’s record of 1986 by
winning ‘C’, ‘B’ and A’ divisions in
consecutive seasons.

Despite lifting the crown,
CBU became ineligible to participate
in the 2023-24 AFC Cup preliminary
round in the capacity of domestic
champions as they are yet to
obtain AFC Club licence which is
mandatory for participation in the
AFC tournaments.

That left Machhindra something to
fight for.

Bimal Gharti Magar opened the
scoring in the 26th minute with a
header off a cross from Pujan
Uperkoti.

Machhindra doubled their lead in
the 68th minute when Olawale Afeez,
who was left unmarked, headed from
close range after Yuta Suzuki set him
up with a cross from the left.

League’s top scorer Afeez then won
a penalty and sent Sherpa goalkeeper

Krishal Mokktan the wrong way to
add his 21st goal of the season and his
team’s third of the game. Machhindra
were awarded a penalty after Abayomi
Oluwaseun Fakunle badly challenged
Afeez inside the box.

Tempers ran high toward the end of
the second half after Machhindra
goalkeeper Bishal Shrestha came out
of the box and tackled Fakunle, who
was at full speed and aiming to com-
plete a Sherpa counter attack.

Sherpa players protested claiming
for a penalty and goalkeeper Shrestha,
who was initially shown a yellow card,
was sent off after referee Umesh
Bidari changed his mind.

But a brawl erupted between
Machhindra’s Omolaja Nurain
Kareem and Sherpa’s Nisan Limbu
after the Nigerian slapped the latter.
Limbu ended up being sent off for his
aggression while Kareem escaped
with a yellow.

The match saw a total of nine yel-
lows and two reds.

Pistone Vunyoli Mutamba took the
resulting free kick and his shot hit the
crossbar before finding its way past
makeshift goalkeeper Nabin Silwal.

Machhindra ended the match on a
position note securing their spot in
the AFC Cup preliminary round with
a match in hand.

In spite of the loss, Sherpa, who
have 31 points, secured their stay in
the country’s premier division league
after Friends played a 1-1 draw against
Sankata Club in the day’s late fixture,

also at the Dasharath Stadium.

Friends took the lead in the 53rd
minute when Torric Jebren danced
past four Sankata defenders and
launched his venomous strike into the
back of the net leaving Sankata goal-
keeper Tikendra Singh Thapa help-
less.

But Junior Onguene equalised in
the 70th minute with a solo effort sav-
ing Sankata from relegation. With the
draw, Sankata now have 31 points from
25 matches.

New Road Team are also out of
threat after Dipesh Ale Magar’s goal
proved decisive in their 1-0 victory
over Manang Marshyangdi Club. NRT
moved up to sixth position with 33
points.

Wednesday’s outcomes leave
Khumaltar Youth Club (14th position),
Friends (13th), Three Star (12th) and
Armed Police Club (11th) still in the
survival battle that has gone down to
the last round.

Three Star, on 29 points, can secure
their safety with a win over Jawalakhel
Youth Club.

Khumaltar, who are in action
against champions CBU, are the most
vulnerable among the four sides.

Bottom-placed Khumaltar (27
points) must defeat CBU and hope
Three Star and Friends, who are in
action against APF, lose to have any
chance of survival.

APF need only a draw against
Friends but their opponents are in a
do-or-die situation.

HOROSCOPE

Amateurs Acharya,
Tamang share lead

Acharya cards seven-under 65 on Day Il to go level with
Tamang, who plays even-par /2, at nine-under 135.
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Amateur golfers Sadbhav Acharya
and Subash Tamang shared the lead
after the second round of Surya Nepal
Premier Golf Championship—the
eighth and final event—at the par-72
Gokarna Golf Club on Wednesday.

Acharya carded seven-under 65 on
the second day to go level with
Tamang, who played even-par 72, at
nine-under 135.

Acharya and Tamang are three
strokes ahead of pros Neeraj Tamang
and defending champion Sukra
Bahadur Rai, who are tied for third at
six-under 138.

Neeraj Tamang produced the best
card of the day, carding eight-under
64, while Nepal number one pro Rai
carded five-under 67.

Money-leader Bhuvan Nagarkoti
and Toran Bikram Shahi shared the
fifth position at four-under 140.
Nagarkoti carded four-under 68 and
Shahi played even-par 72 in the second
round. Jayram Shrestha and
Shivaram Poudel were tied on seventh
at three-under 141 after both the pros
played even-par 72.

Surya Prasad Sharma is ninth at
two-under 142 after he carded two-un-
der 70, while Dinesh Prajapati (72) is
10th at one-over 143.

Co-leader Acharya carded five-un-
der 31 on the front nine and played
two-under 34 on the back nine.
He made a flying start carding five
birdies on the first six holes. He
began the day with a birdie and card-
ed four straight birdies on the third,
fourth, fifth and sixth holes. Acharya
dropped a shot on the seventh before
carding sixth birdie of the day on
the ninth hole. After taking the turn,
he carded birdies on the 13th and
15th holes.

Subash Tamang carded one-under
35 on the front nine and faltered to
one-over 37 on the back nine. He card-
ed three birdies on the first, third and
seventh holes but dropped shots on the
sixth and eighth holes. After taking
the turn, he carded a birdie on the
12th hole before facing bogeys on the
14th and 18th holes.

A total of 23 pros survived the cut
which was applied at seven-over 151.

Former number one Rabi Khadka,
Rajendra Thapa Magar, Ram Krishna
Shrestha, Kamal Tamang, Bhuwan
Kumar Rokka, Dhana Bahadur Thapa,
Dal Bahadur Lama, Rame Magar,
Purna Prasad Sharma, Bhu Bahadur
Gurung made the cut in professional
section. Tashi Ghale, Deepak Magar,
Tanka Bahadur Karki, Deepak
Neupane and Bal Bhadra Rai also
survived the cut.

A-DIVISION LEAGUE
RESULTS
.} Manang 01 | @ NRT
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FRENCH OPEN

MEN'S SINGLES (QUARTER-FINALS)

Carlos Alcaraz 6 | 6|7
StefanosTsitsipas | 2 | 1 | 6

NovakDjokovic | 4 | 77 | 6 | 6

KarenKhachanov | 6 | 60 | 2 | 4

WOMEN'S SINGLES (QUARTER-FINALS)

IgaSwiatek | 6 | 6
Coco Gauff 4 2

HaddadMaia | 3 | 7 | 6
OnsJabeur 6 | 6| 1

Swiatek, Haddad Maia reach semis

Defending champion Swiatek is chasing a third title at Roland Garros. Maia becomes
the first Brazilian woman to make the last four of a Grand Slam in 55 years.

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS, JUNE 7

Iga Swiatek cruised past Coco Gauff
on Wednesday to reach the French
Open semi-finals where she will face
Beatriz Haddad Maia, the first
Brazilian woman to make the last four
of a Grand Slam in 55 years.

World number one and defending
champion Swiatek, chasing a third
title at Roland Garros, brushed aside
19-year-old Gauff 6-4, 6-2 in a rematch
of last year’s final.

Swiatek improved her record in
Paris to 26-2 after beating Gauff for
the seventh time in as many meetings.

The 22-year-old from Poland is chas-
ing a third French Open crown and
attempting to become the first woman
to successfully defend the title in Paris
since Justine Henin in 2007.

“It wasn’t easy, the first set was real-
ly tight. Coco was really using the
conditions, so I was happy to be able to

work on it and win this match,” said
Swiatek, who has yet to drop a set at
the tournament.

World number 14 Haddad Maia
defeated seventh-ranked Ons Jabeur
3-6, 7-6 (7/5), 6-1.

The 27-year-old left-hander follows
in the footsteps of seven-time major
winner Maria Bueno who was the last
Brazilian woman in the semi-finals of
a major at the US Open 55 years ago.

Bueno, who passed away in 2018,
made the last four in Paris in 1966
before the advent of the Open era.

“Ons is not easy to play against, you
have to be patient but I believed in my
body and tried to keep my rhythm,”
said Haddad Maia.

Jabeur, the runner-up at Wimbledon
and the US Open in 2022, was playing
in her first quarter-final at Roland
Garros while Haddad Maia had never
got past the second round of a Grand
Slam before this French Open.

Thursday’s other semi-final will see

Australian Open champion Aryna
Sabalenka tackle unseeded Karolina
Muchova of the Czech Republic.

Novak Djokovic and Carlos Alcaraz
will square off in a blockbuster
French Open semi-final after reaching
the last four at Roland Garros.

Djokovic, chasing a third French
Open crown and record 23rd men’s
Grand Slam singles title, recovered
from dropping his first set of the tour-
nament to defeat 11th seed Karen
Khachanov 4-6, 7-6 (7/0), 6-2, 6-4.

The 36-year-old Serb is in his 12th
Roland Garros semi-final—his 45th at
the majors—and faces Alcaraz for a
place in the final after the world num-
ber one thrashed 2021 runner-up
Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-2, 6-1, 7-6 (7/5).

“That’s the match that a lot of peo-
ple want to see. It’s definitely the big-
gest challenge for me so far in the
tournament,” said Djokovic, who lost
his only meeting with Alcaraz in
Madrid last year.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)

A buzz will ripple through your social sphere
this morning. Though these vibes are perfect for
catching up with your buddies via text and
social media, reminding you to take time out for
yourself as well.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

Today will remind you that quality often out-
weighs quantity. It will give you permission to
move slowly and methodically toward your
goals, taking time with each item on your to-do
list. Watch out for tension later in the day.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

Consider starting your day by lighting a candle,
pulling a tarot card, or signing into a medita-
tion. Today has the potential to bring blessings
your way, especially when you connect with a
higher power. Good vibes will continue to flow

A
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mid-morning.

CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1 Make like a bee
5 Sharp pains
10 Lisa’s brother
14 Sandwich
cookie
15 Insect stage
16 Not under
17 Metric prefix
18 Cold hard cash
19 Timber wolf
20 — on to (seizes)
22 Cab of jazz
24 Gaelic pop star
27 Athletic event
28 Most convenient
32 Traces of
smoke
36 Air quality org.
37 Walked back
and forth
39 Window sticker
40 Tap defect
42 Whale finder
44 First flight
45 Something
assumed
47 Quinine water
49 Ballpark figure
50 — Verdugo
51 Available
corrective
measure
53 Triumphal
edifice
56 Cellar contents
57 Stopped the
flow of blood

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

Take a moment to set clear goals for the day
ahead. It will seek to empower you, though it’ll
be important that you make a concise to-do list
while acknowledging where obstacles may
arise. Just be sure to have your affairs in order.

LEO (July 23-August 22)

If you’re currently on the hunt for love, you may
want to consider firing up your favourite dating
apps. It will have a harmonising and romantic
impact on you, to help in your search for kin-
dred spirits. Reconnect with your professional
ambitions.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22)

Today will remind you that the early bird often
gets the worm. Celebrate this by getting a head
start at the office, and take care to complete
your to-do lists quickly and efficiently. However,
you’ll want to know your limits.

A

LIBRA (September 23-October 22)

Allow yourself to bask in the warm glow of
dawn. It is perfect for sunrise meditations and
setting intentions for the day, as doing so will
motivate and invigorate your soul. Good vibes
will flow toward your love life.

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21)

Give yourself space to laugh, cry, or scream.
Honor whatever your heart is going through at
the moment, while looking for ways to keep
your aura flowing. Check in with your physical
health. Unfortunately, it may be difficult to
avoid emotional upheaval.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)

Say nice things to yourself and the people you
love most this morning. Watch out for plot
twists as afternoon rolls in, which is sure to
shake up the vibe. Take a moment to connect
with your spirituality later.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19)

Today will encourage you to make smart finan-
cial decisions this morning. Use it as an excuse
to put away some cash for a rainy day, now mat-
ter how tempting those targeted ads may be.
Check in with yourself.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18)

The dawn will shine most brightly on you. You
should awaken feeling revitalised and brimming
with creative ideas as the stars conspire to boost
your confidence and identity. Unfortunately,
rockier vibes will prevail as afternoon rolls in.

PISCES (February 19-March 20)

Today will ask you to get in touch with your
mind and heart this morning. Lean into these
supportive vibes by tapping into your gratitude
and appreciating all that you’ve built.
Unfortunately, the vibe will feel rockier.

61 Nebraska hub
65 Ambler or
Clapton
66 Word of woe
69 Kind of hygiene
70 Yield by treaty
71 Cheese portion
72 Royal address
73 Octopus habitats
74 Like a damp
rock
75 Grab

DOWN
Deep bell sound
Mountain range
Stoic founder
Went fast
— Shriver of
tennis
Flurry
Now, to Caesar
Flash
Writer’s concern
Western wear
(2 wds.)

11 Say frankly

12 “Cathy’s Clown”
singer

13 Aikman of the
gridiron

21 Barbershop
sound

23 Indecent

25 Fans’ cries

26 Famous
racetrack

28 Living fence
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Pramod Mishra, a researcher and professor of English, discusses his reading habits, literary inspirations and experience with local texts.

rofessor Pramod Mishra teach-

es English at Lewis University in

Illinois, USA, and has a PhD in

English literature and theory

from Duke University. He taught
English for several years in Nepal before
going to the US. Besides his academic
writings, he wrote a regular column for
The Kathmandu Post from 2009 to 2021
under ‘Crossroads’. He also writes occa-
sional pieces in Nepali for Kantipur and in
Rajbanshi for Kochila Samaad.

— BOOK TALK ——

In this interview with the Post’s Kshitiz
Pratap Shah, Mishra discusses his read-
ing journey and experiences with texts in
many local languages in Nepal.

When did you start reading? Do you
remember your first read?

I started reading when I was four years
old. The Hindi book ‘Manohar Pothi’ was
my first read. Back then, books in Nepali
were not available in my village. I remem-
ber reading about Gandhi as our Bapu.

Then the second book I remember read-
ing was ‘Mahendra Mala’ in second grade.
I remember it because this book was about
a good boy, Binod, who always did the right
thing. But reading that book, I felt that I
was a bad boy. I never did anything right at
that age. Binod was neat and clean, where-
as I always got soiled playing in the village
dirt. Binod completed his homework; I
never did. His handwriting was beautiful;
mine was terrible, and so on.

And then I stumbled upon a thick book
called ‘Sukh Sagar’ the narrator of which
was Sukdeo Muni. His stories of demons
and gods, and his personality changed
my life.

How have your readings inspired your
academic works and writings?

My readings have made me who I am.
Without my reading, I would just be a bun-
dle of flesh and bones, nerves and sinew.
My readings in English, Sanskrit, Hindi,
Nepali and Bengali broadened and deep-
ened my mental horizon. They gave me
confidence and helped me understand the
world—my place in the universe and
society—Dbetter.

Coupled with my life experiences, read-
ings gave me what in German is called
weltanschauung, my worldview. They have
made me an academic, one who looks at
things in all their complexities with focus
and depth in terms of time and space.

For many years, I didn’t write anything;
I had no confidence in saying things that
I wanted to say. But because of my
accumulated readings, I gradually gained
confidence and began writing. I still
remember the lines from the Sanskrit
animal fable, the ‘Panchatantra’, whose
lines say, “Listening (reading) this story
will make your speech (writing) unique
everywhere besides offering you life
lessons.”

Reading shapes my worldview
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What kinds of books do you like reading?
What are you reading currently?

Well, for my work, I mostly read literary
and scholarly works about literature and
literary and cultural theory. But because
of my interdisciplinary training in gradu-
ate school and wide-ranging curiosity, I
read all kinds of books from various
disciplines, from both scholarly and trade
publications.

I am interested in novels, poetry, histo-
ry, anthropology, sociology, psychology
and so on. So, I read both fiction and
non-fiction in multiple genres and disci-
plines and formats. I use Kindle, listen to
Audible and get physical books. If you
come to my house, you will find books in
my study, car garage, basement and every-
where and anywhere. Sometimes, I feel
one day, my books will kick me out of my
house because of space constraints.

I am currently reading Salman
Rushdie’s ‘Victory City’ and Sardar Bhim
Bahadur Pandey’s ‘Tes Bakhat ko Nepal’.

What is a book that had a lasting impact
on you?

At various stages of my life, different
books have impacted me in specific ways.
I mentioned the impact of ‘Sukhsagar’
earlier when I was seven years old. Later,
while studying in India, I came across
Jimmy Carter’s autobiography, ‘Why Not
the Best?” This book gave me encourage-
ment and confidence at a time of severe
financial difficulties and discouragement.

While finishing my studies in India, I
discovered Bertrand Russell’s books—two
in particular, ‘Introduction to Philosophy’
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and ‘Conquest of Happiness.” They gave
me the courage to go through my twenties
and thirties.

When I came to the United States, I kept
three books by my bedside for years—
Richard Wright’s autobiography, ‘Black
Boy’, and Maxim Gorky’s ‘My Childhood’
and ‘My Universities’. Wright’s and
Gorky’s books particularly helped me to
channel my anger.

|_Written Maithili suffers
because of its political
marginalisation and its
traditional stilted linguistic
form valorised by the eIiteJ

How do you differentiate between read-
ing for academic or research purposes
and reading for leisure? What kind of
mindset change is there, if any?

When I read for academic purposes, I am
slow and deliberate, working through a
text, underlining, circling, taking notes,
and writing in the margin if I own the
book. I call this process “making it dirty.”
I call this kind of reading “deep reading.”
I1look for keywords and ask the ‘WH’ ques-
tions—who, what, where, when, how and
whom. I read with the rhetorical situation
of the book in mind—the writer’s credibil-
ity and background, the audience, the
purpose, and the context in which the
book was written. I look for the claim the
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writer is making about an issue in the
book; the quality of the argument. I skim
through the preface, the introduction
and the conclusion before determining
if I should read it more slowly and
deliberately.

Reading for pleasure is what I call
“beach reading.” I use multiple formats—
digital, audio and physical book—for this
purpose. In this case, I read both for the
content and the beauty of language. If the
language doesn’t give me pleasure, I quit.

What has your experience been in read-
ing texts in various local languages of
Nepal?

It has not been very good so far for several
reasons. For one, there are not many writ-
ten works available in local languages in
which I have competence save for Maithili.
I have read ‘Vidyapati’, but that’s more in
bits and pieces and more in listening to
his songs. Much of written Maithili suf-
fers from two problems—its political mar-
ginalisation in both Nepal and India and
its traditional stilted linguistic form val-
orised by the elite. This Maithili is distant
from the masses and lacks the vigour and
lifeblood needed to sustain and popularise
it. These twin problems have formed a
vicious circle.

Politically marginalised, Maithili could
survive only in the hands of the elite, who
kept it alive for identity and pride. When
the written language remained confined
as a hobby of the elite, it reflected their
erudition and highbrow social and lin-
guistic status, the problem that has
plagued Sanskrit, for that matter, in all its
history.

Pramod Mishra’s book
recommendations:

Hansa

Author: Sanjeev
Uprety

Year: 2019
Publisher: Book Hill

I V.S' Nalpaul
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A House for Mr
Biswas

Author: VS Naipaul
Year: 1961
Publisher: André
Deutsch

‘Gitanfali

'*TAGORE

Gitanjali

Author: Rabindranath
Tagore

Year: 1910

Publisher: Macmillan
and Co Limited
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Frank
MCC ourt
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Angela’s Ashes
Author: Frank
McCourt

Year: 1996
Publisher: Scribner

SEAMUS
HEANEY

Selected Poems
Author: Seamus
Heaney

Year: 2014
Publisher: Farrar,
Straus and Giroux
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OF
SMALL THINGS
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The God of Small
Things

Author: Arundhati
Roy

Year: 1997
Publisher: Random
House

For a fantastic Friday

The Everest Hotel is offering a buffet dinner, barbecue and a
selection of beers for you to unwind as the weekend nears.

Elliot Page’s debut memoir ‘Pageboy’
1s powerful and humanising

The story flits from memory to memory, following a thread that crisscrosses

Where:  The Everest Hotel, Kathmandu
When:  Every Friday

Time: 6pmto9pm

Price:  Rs 2499 per person

Contact: 9801977324
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ridays are all about hanging out

with friends and winding down

after a long week. Additionally,

the city’s rising temperature

makes it the ideal time to enjoy a

beer or two with friends. The Everest

Hotel in Kathmandu has an enticing offer
for a Friday dinner.

With a buffet dinner, barbecue, and a

special deal on beers, you can sit and
relax near the hotel’s poolside. Both vege-
tarian and non-vegetarian alternatives
will be offered for the meal. While the
barbecue will feature Nepali and Chinese
cuisine, the buffet dinner will include
an Indo-Chinese fare. San Miguel and
Nepal Ice beer are be included in the
beer deal.

One can reserve their seats 24 hours
prior via call. The offer is available for the
upcoming Friday evening.

his life in all its comedy and tragedy.

O DONNA EDWARDS

00k, I admire Elliot Page as much

as the next LGBTQ+ person and

was swooning just as hard over

this incredible cover and the mys-

tery around the hush-hush book
with the super-private advanced copies. In
the end, it didn’t live up to the hype.

But it’s better that it doesn’t because it
humanises the larger-than-life subject.

‘Pageboy,” the highly anticipated debut
memoir from the trans actor, director and
producer Elliot Page, begins by warning
that the book follows a nonlinear narra-
tive “because queerness is intrinsically
nonlinear.” The story flits from mem-
ory to memory, following a thread
that crisscrosses his life in all its
comedy and tragedy and
mundanity. There are awk-
ward teen parties, wild sur-
prise car-chase stunts, and
kids kicking the soccer
ball around the yard.

Page reads as a nor-
mal guy telling a
meandering story
that often dips into
intimate, raw and
powerful anec-
dotes.

Growing up
splitting his time
between divorced
parents, Page
describes a childhood
that amounts to death
by a thousand cuts. These
come from bullies at school,
toxic family dynamics, a stalk-
er, and a reoccurring lack of sup-
port and understanding.

The bad is presented alongside the
good. A tense emotional scene with his
father is interrupted by a flashback to a
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family outing at the same spot, climbing
up to see a spectacular view and then get-
ting a scoop of Moon Mist. And he includes
the background you need—look no further
than the next line to find that Moon Mist is
a Nova Scotia-specific ice cream flavour.

That’s just one of the numerous instanc-
es where Page drops tidbits of fascinating
knowledge, niche cultural insights and
little-known historical background.

If you’re looking for a tell-all, know that
Page respects people in their own jour-
neys and leaves many of his former lovers
and hookups unnamed. At the same time,
he reveals intimate details about his rela-
tionship with people like actor Kate Mara,
whose name appears in the acknowledge-
ments among a list of friends Page reached
out to while writing the book.

Page candidly describes time after time
when people mistreated him, a long
string of awful vignettes. Sexual assault
is outlined clinically, and slurs and ver-
bal abuse are repeated verbatim.
But the same candid verbiage applies
to happy times, too, like when he first
tastes fresh, homegrown produce at
the Lost Valley while learning to live
sustainably.
On the whole, reading ‘Pageboy’ is
like listening to a friend.
And by the time you reach the end,
when Page thanks people for their sup-
port, it’s impossible to miss the truth in
his words: “I wouldn’t be typing this
right now if it weren’t for you and your
care.”
Between the timely release of
‘Pageboy’ at the start of Pride Month
and the growing onslaught of
legislation targeting trans
rights, now is an excellent
time to read this humanising
and well-written memoir.

- Associated Press
AP/RSS
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