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More US aid will
help Ukramne avoid
defeat. Winning war
1 another matter

U1 ASSOCIATED PRESS
KYIV, APRIL 24

A big, new package of US military aid
will help Ukraine avoid defeat in its
war with Russia. Winning will still be
a long slog.

The arms and ammunition in the
$61 billion military aid package should
enable Ukraine to slow the Russian
army’s bloody advances and block its
strikes on troops and civilians. And it
will buy Ukraine time—for long-term
planning about how to take back the
fifth of the country now under Russian
control. “Ultimately it offers Ukraine
the prospect of staying in the war this
year,” said Michael Clarke, visiting
professor in war studies at King’s
College London. “Sometimes in war-
fare you’ve just got to stay in it. You’ve
just got to avoid being rolled over.”

The US House of Representatives
approved the package on Saturday
after months of delays by some
Republicans wary of US involvement
overseas. It was passed by the Senate
on Tuesday, and President Joe
Bidensigned it into law on Wednesday.

The difference could be felt within
days on the front line in eastern and
southern Ukraine, where Russia’s
much larger army has been slowly
taking territory against massively
outgunned Ukrainian forces.

The aid approval means Ukraine
may be able to release artillery ammu-
nition from dwindling stocks that
it has been rationing. More equipment
will come soon from American stocks
in Poland and Germany, and later
from the US. The first shipments are
expected to arrive by the beginning of
next week, said Davyd Arakhamia, a
lawmaker with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s Servant of the
People party.

>> Continued on page 2

POST PHOTO: SUNITA BARAL
A woman sits beside her charred belongings at the site of a settlement in Mahottari that was destroyed by a raging inferno on Wednesday.

Fire destroys 110 homes m Mahottari

Displaced families are sheltering at a local school. Relief immediate priority, officials say.

U1 SUNITA BARAL
MAHOTTARI, APRIL 24

A fast-spreading blaze swept through
Jaralhawa Gachhi village in ward 6 of
Matihani Municipality in Mahottari,
on Wednesday, destroying at least 110
homes. Hari Prasad Mandal, the
mayor of Matihani Municipality, said
the fire that broke out from a haystack
at around noon burnt 110 homes in
Miyatol and Hattatol. The inferno was
brought under control at around 7pm.

“Personnel of the Nepal Army,
Nepal Police and Armed Police Force
as well as local residents doused the

fire with the help of four fire engines.
Scores of families have become home-
less,” said Mandal.

Food grains, clothes and other
belongings were destroyed in the inci-
dent. Many domesticated animals
were also charred to death.

“We are yet to assess the full extent
of the damage. Our current efforts
are focussed on providing immediate
relief to the displaced people,” said
Shivaram Gelal, chief district officer
of Mahottari. According to him, many
of the displaced are now taking shel-
ter at a local school building.

Lakhan Devi Pasawan had gone to

Sitamadhi of India for the treatment
of abdominal pain. When she returned
in the evening, her four thatch-roof
homes had turned into ashes.

“We have nothing left. How can
we survive now?” lamented Lakhan
Devi. According to her, Rs200,000 in
cash that her son sent from abroad
and the money earned by her husband
operating an auto-rickshaw was burnt
in the incident.

Incidents of fire—both house fires
and forest fires—have been on the rise
in various districts of Madhesh
Province over the past few weeks.

>> Continued on page 2

Deals signed with

Qatar, but no major

breakthrough

Nepal proposes a dozen projects seeking Qatari investment.
Officials cite time constraints and insufficient homework.

O ANIL GIRI
KATHMANDU, APRIL 24

This week, Nepal accorded the highest
respect to a foreign leader when it
hosted the emir of Qatar, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, five
years after it bestowed similar honour
on Chinese President Xi Jinping when
he came in October 2019.

The country even declared a public
holiday on Tuesday in honour of the
emir, and organised a special ceremo-
ny at the Tribhuvan International
Airport upon his arrival from Dhaka,
Bangladesh. President Ramchandra
Paudel himself received the emir at
the airport. Given the emir’s status as
one of the richest heads of state and
Qatar’s position as among the top ten
richest countries, Kathmandu had
high expectations from the visit.

During his Bangladesh visit, the
emir signed some significant accords
and pacts and the Bangladeshi govern-
ment named a prominent avenue from
ECB circle to Kalshi Point in Dhaka,
as well as a park, after the emir.

In his efforts to achieve some

breakthroughs, Prime Minister $

Pushpa Kamal Dahal held two
meetings with the Qatari emir
on Tuesday and Wednesday, gov-
ernment officials privy to the
development told the Post.

On Tuesday, Prime Minister
Dahal held a one-on-one with the
emir and discussed some pro-
jects related to infrastructure .
and healthcare, among others.
And on Wednesday, the prime

minister held delegation-level talks
with the Qatari emir at Hotel Soaltee,
after which eight agreements were
signed between the two countries.

Besides these, Nepal was also look-
ing to finalise a renewed labour pact
with Qatar so as to improve the work-
ing conditions of Nepali migrant
workers in the Gulf country.

N

epal was also looking

to finalise a renewed
labour pact with Qatar, a
popular job destinatiou

Approximately 400,000 Nepali
nationals are currently living and
working in Qatar and there is
also a growing call for providing
round-the-clock insurance to Nepali
migrant workers.

>> Continued on page 2
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Nepali, Tamang, Nepal Bhasha
official languages of Bagmati

MAKAWANPUR: The Bagmati provincial
government has decided to use
Nepali, Tamang and Nepal Bhasha
(Newari language) as the languages
of official business across the prov-
ince. A meeting of the provincial
Cabinet on Wednesday took the deci-
sion. According to Internal Affairs
and Law Minister Ganga Narayan
Shrestha, who is also the spokesper-
son of the provincial executive,
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal
will make an official announcement
about the provincial government’s
decision amid a function in
Basantapur, Kathmandu, on May 6.

Absconding murder convict
held 17 years after crime

BHOJPUR: A murder convict, who was
on the run for 17 years after the
crime, was apprehended on Tuesday.
Chandra Bahadur Tamang, 60, of
Dharan was convicted of killing
Nima Dawa Sherpa of Bhaisipankha
Rural Municipality in Bhojpur dis-
trict in 2006. Police made Tamang
public on Wednesday. An arrest war-
rant was issued against Tamang by
the Bhojpur District Court in August
2023. Sudip Raj Pathak, chief of the
Bhojpur District Police Office, said
Tamang was nabbed during a search
operation.

Three killed in Jhapa
road accident

JHAPA: Three people were Killed in an
accident involving a motorcycle and a
Mahindra Bolero car in Jhapa on
Wednesday. According to the police,
motorcycle rider Mausam Rai, 25, and
pillion riders Yunis Bhandari, 20, and
17-year-old Saroj Regmi were pro-
nounced dead on arrival at the B&C
Medical College and Teaching
Hospital, Birtamod. The accident
occurred after the two-wheeler and
Mahindra Bolero collided head-on in
Shivasatakshi Municipality-8

along the East-West Highway at
around 5:20 am.

Emir’s visit yields few deals, officials cite insufficient homework

>> Continued from page 1

Considering Qatar’s economic stat-
ure, some officials, experts and lead-
ers of the Nepali community living in
Qatar had advised the government to
seek Qatari financial assistance for
some mega projects related to air-
ports, hydropower and roads.

During their meeting on Wednesday,
Prime Minister Dahal and the emir
took stock of the existing bilateral
relations and ‘furthering avenues of
partnership’, according to a statement
issued by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

The documents signed on
Wednesday include an MoU on cooper-
ation in the fields of Culture and Arts
between the Ministry of Culture,
Tourism and Civil Aviation of Nepal
and the Ministry of Culture of the
State of Qatar; agreement on
Cooperation and Exchange of News
between National News Agency, Nepal
(RSS) and Qatar News Agency (QNA);
MoU for cooperation in the field of
Education, Higher Education and
Scientific Research between the
Government of Nepal and the
Government of the State of Qatar; and
MoU on cooperation in the field of
Youth and Sports.

Likewise, an MoU for cooperation
between the Office of the Attorney
General of Nepal and the Public
Prosecution of the State of Qatar, and
another on cooperation in the field of
Diplomatic Training and Education
between The Institute of Foreign
Affairs (IFA) of the government of
Nepal and the Diplomatic Institute of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
State of Qatar were also signed on the
occasion.

Moreover, two private sector agree-
ments/MoUs were signed between the
Federation of Nepalese Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FNCCI) and
Qatar Chamber on Wednesday, accord-
ing to a statement issued by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

According to the Qatari News
Agency (QNA), the emir “affirmed the
significance of the visit in light of the
distinguished relations between the
two countries, looking forward for the
outcome of the visit to contribute to

The emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, bids farewell alongside President Ramchandra Paudel, at Kathmandu airport, wrapping up
his two-day visit to Nepal, on Wednesday. Also seen are Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal (left) and Vice President Ramsahay Prasad Yadav.

consolidating the bilateral
cooperation in various fields, for the
benefit of the two friendly countries
and peoples.”

“The Amir praised the Nepalese
community in the State of Qatar and
its contribution to various develop-
ment areas in the State. During the
session [meeting with the prime min-
ister], the two sides discussed aspects
of cooperation between the two friend-
ly countries and ways of promoting
and developing them, in addition to
the most prominent regional and
international issues of common con-
cern,” writes the QNA, a state-owned
agency of Qatar.

Despite earlier plans, some agree-
ments, however, could not be signed.

The two sides were to sign an MoU
for mutual cooperation in the fields of
health, an MoU for mutual coopera-
tion in the fields of sport and youth,
and yet another MoU in the field of
labour. But only the MoU on sport and
youth was signed on Wednesday.
Another planned MoU on customs
cooperation and exchange informa-
tion for ideal reinforcement of cus-

toms law was also dropped, according
to foreign ministry officials.

There was also a proposal to amend
certain clauses of the air service
agreement signed between Nepal and
Qatar on July 8, 2002, but the proposal
was also put on hold.

Likewise, a proposed MoU in the
fields of tourism and business events,
and another MoU between Qatar Fund
for Development and Nepal’s Ministry
of Education were also dropped dur-
ing negotiations.

Similarly, a planned signing of an
agreement on mutual legal and judi-
cial assistance in criminal matters
between the Office of the Attorney
General of Nepal and the Public
Prosecution of the State of Qatar was
also dropped at the last moment, said
an official at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs privy to the negotiations.

There was also a draft agreement on
the transfer of convicts between the
Public Prosecution, the State of Qatar
and the Office of the Attorney General
of Nepal and a proposal related to the
extradition of accused persons
between the Public Prosecution, the

State of Qatar and the Office of the
Attorney General of Nepal, but these
have also been put on hold.

Officials said many of these agree-
ments could not be finalised due to
time constraints and lack of home-
work. “These proposals will be further
negotiated and signed in due course.
Some of these agreements were pro-
posed by Nepal and some by Qatar,” an
official at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said.

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Foreign Affairs
Narayan Kaji Shrestha claimed that
the emir’s visit was highly successful
and would soon yield tangible results.

“We have discussed some projects
and offered them investment
opportunities in Nepal,” Shrestha told
the Post.

The two sides also agreed to consti-
tute a bilateral task force in order to
identify the areas of cooperation and
investments. The Qatari side commu-
nicated that they will do homework on
Nepal’s proposal and investment offer
and get back soon.

During the bilateral talks, the

Qatari side expressed its desire to
import drinking water from Nepal
and to invest in Nepal’s agriculture,
renewable energy and tourism sec-
tors, according to Deputy PM
Shrestha.

The two sides will form a joint
mechanism to identify projects and
areas of cooperation, according to
Shrestha.

“We also asked them to invest in
hydropower projects in Nepal as we
have some ready-to-go projects,” said
Shrestha.

Nepal also requested the Qatar gov-
ernment to help build a new cricket
stadium and provide assistance to
expand the Kanti Child Hospital and
another children’s hospital being built
by renowned cardiologist Dr Bhagwan
Koirala, according to Shrestha.

“We discussed a lot of issues in
detail and took up many areas of coop-
eration where Qatar can invest. The
emir told us that they will do neces-
sary homework and get back to us. So
you cannot say we could not make
substantive progress,” said Shrestha.

Meanwhile, former foreign minister
Ramesh Nath Pandey said the emir’s
visit is part of ‘Qatar National Vision
2030" and it will help bolster bilateral
relations.

A Nepali diplomat based in the Gulf
region said the current Qatari emir is
ambitious and influential and his
influence in global politics has risen
significantly in light of the ongoing
Israel-Hamas conflict.

It is believed that Qatar maintains
good relations with the Palestine state.

“They want to build economic and
strategic partnership with the coun-
tries that do not have strategic part-
nership with major powers. Countries
like Nepal and Bangladesh fall in this
category. Qatar seeks to engage with
countries like Nepal to fulfil its ambi-
tions,” he said.

Some important issues were dis-
cussed in scheduled and unscheduled
meetings between prime minister and
Qatari emir both on Tuesday evening
and on Wednesday morning, said
Pandey. “But due to lack of adequate
homework for the visit, we could not
derive maximum advantage.”

Scores of families rendered homeless after fires raze homes 1n several Tarai settlements

>> Continued from page 1

The fires spread and cause huge
destruction due to dry spells and
strong winds.

On Tuesday, seven homes were
burnt to a cinder at Karumiya settle-
ment in ward 1 of Dewahi Gonahi
Municipality in Rautahat district.
According to the District Police Office,
the houses belonging to Najarul
Ansari, Sabir Hussein, Ansarul
Ansari, Majid Ansarii, Id Mahammad,
Sobarati Ansari and Alisher Ansari
were destroyed in the incident.

The inferno was doused with the
help of security personnel and local

residents. Preliminary police
investigation shows property
worth around Rsl.7 million was
destroyed in the incident. The fire was
caused by an electrical short circuit,
said police.

Similarly, there was yet another fire
in Alau in ward 17 of Birgunj
Metropolitan City in Parsa district on
Tuesday morning. According to the
District Police Office, seven
thatched-roof homes were destroyed
in the incident.

The fire victims could not salvage
food grains, clothes and other belong-
ings as the fire engulfed the clustered

settlement in no time. Property worth
approximately Rs5.4 million is esti-
mated to have been destroyed in the
incident, according to police.

Wildfires have also been
wreaking havoc in several
districts in the country over the past
few weeks. Hectares of community
and national forests were burnt
while the fires are still raging in many
forests.

Lumbini and Madhesh provinces
are highly affected by wildfires. The
prolonged dry spell, strong winds and
dried-up foliage trigger the rapid
spread of the wildfires.

According to the Ministry of Forest
and Environment in Lumbini, on
Tuesday, wildfires were reported in
235 places in nine districts of the prov-
ince. On Sunday, fires raged in forest
areas in more than 300 places in all 12
districts of Lumbini Province.

According to Dilaram Paudel, the
information officer at the provincial
forest ministry in Lumbini, a total of
12,619 hectares of forests have been
affected by wildfires this year alone.
He said around 2,932 hectares in
Kapilvastu; 2,389 in Rukum East; 1,813
in Dang; 1,720 in Arghakhanchi; 1,051
in Gulmi; 853 in Bardiya; more than

500 hectares in Palpa; and 230 hectares
in Rupandehi were destroyed in the
wildfires this year.

“More forest lands in Lumbini
Province have seen fires this year
compared to last year. Most affected
are the Chure area forests in the Tarai
and community forests in the hilly
regions,” said Paudel.

On Saturday, around 89 houses and
animal sheds were destroyed after for-
est fires entered human settlements in
Gulmi. Ishma, Madane, Malika, Gulmi
Durbar Rurukshetra, and Chhatrakot
Dhurkot rural municipalities and
Musikot Municipality of the district

were most affected.

Wildfires are common in Nepal dur-
ing the dry season. They may occur
naturally or through human activities
and errors, but hotter and drier
conditions often make them go beyond
control.

Human actions—discarding ciga-
rette butts without stubbing them out,
burning dry vegetation to clear farm-
lands, and deliberate burning by graz-
ers and poachers—are considered the
main reasons for forest fires.

(With inputs from our local
correspondents)
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Invitation

Government of Nepal

National Sports Council

Supply and Installation of Scoreboard in Tribhuvan University International Cricket
Ground, Tribhuvan University International Cricket Ground, Kirtipur

Date of publication: 2081/01/13 (2024/04/25)

. The Government of Nepal has allocated funds towards the cost of Supply and Installation of Scoreboard
in Tribhuvan University International Cricket Ground and intends to apply part of the funds to cover
eligible payments under the Contract for Supply and Installation of Scoreboard in Tribhuvan University
International Cricket Ground, Tribhuvan University International Cricket Ground, Kirtipur
(NCB/WORK/TU scoreboard/ 80/81). Bidding is open to all eligible Nepalese Bidders.

2. National Sports Council invites electronic bids from eligible bidders for the construction of Supply and
Installation of Scoreboard in Tribhuvan University International Cricket Ground under National
Competitive Bidding - Single stage Two Envelope Bidding procedures.

Only eligible bidders with the following key qualifications should participate in this bidding:

Minimum Average Annual Construction Turnover of the best
3 years within the last 10 years:
Minimum Work experience of similar size and nature ( any kind of sports stadium Led score
Board or Large commercial display board /pannel)):
At least One project within ten years value of each project = NRs. 12467836.81

3. Eligible Bidders may obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Documents at the office of
National sports council tripureshwor ktm nepal or may visit PPMO website www.bolpatra.gov.np/egp.

4. Bidder should submit their bid electronically may purchase the bidding documents from PPMO's Web
Site www.bolpatra.gov.np. Bidders, submitting their bid electronically, should deposit the cost NRs.
5000.00 of bidding document in the Project's Rajaswa (revenue) account as specified below and
the scanned copy (pdf format) of the Bank deposit voucher shall be uploaded by the bidder at
the time of electronic submission of the bids. Information to deposit the cost of bidding document in Bank:

Name of the Bank: Rastriya Banijya Bank Ltd. Teku, ktm
Name of Office: National sports council
Office Account no.: 1700100002501001

5. Pre-bid meeting shall be held at National sports council at 2081/01/23 (2024/05/05) 13:00PM

6.  Electronic bids must be submitted to the office National sports council tripureshwor ktm nepal through
PPMO website www.bolpatra.gov.np/egp. on or before 12:00 on 2081/01/28 (2024/05/10). Bids received
after this deadline will be rejected.

7. The bids will be opened in the presence of Bidders' representatives who choose to attend at 2081/01/28
(2024/05/10) 13:00 PM at the office of National sports council tripureshwor ktm nepal. Bids must be
valid for a period of 90 days after bid opening and must be accompanied by a scanned copy of the bid
security in pdf format,amounting to a minimum of NRs. 7,20,000.00 which shall be valid for 30 days beyond
the validity period of the bid .

8.  If the last date of purchasing and /or submission falls on a government holiday, then the next working day
shall be considered as the last date. In such case the validity period of the bid and bid security shall remain
the same as specified for the original last date of bid submission.

or Bids

NRs 46754388.04

US aid will give Ukraine time to reorganise

>> Continued from page 1

But opposition lawmaker Vadym
Ivchenko, a member of the Ukrainian
parliament’s National Security,
Defence and Intelligence Committee,
said logistical challenges and bureau-
cracy could delay shipments to
Ukraine by two to three months, and it
would be even longer before they
reach the front line.

While details of the shipments are
classified, Ukraine’s most urgent
needs are artillery shells to stop
Russian troops from advancing, and
anti-aircraft missiles to protect people
and infrastructure from missiles,
drones and bombs.

What’s coming first is not always
what front-line commanders need
most, said Arakhamia, the Ukrainian
lawmaker. He said that even a military
giant like the US does not have stock-
piles of everything.

“The logic behind this first package
was, you [the US] finds our top priori-
ties and then you see what you have in
the warehouses,” Arakhamia said.
“And sometimes they do not match.”

Hope for future breakthroughs for
Ukraine still hangs on more timely
deliveries of Western aid, lawmakers
acknowledge.

Many experts believe that both
Ukraine and Russia are exhausted by
two years of war and won’t be able to
mount a major offensive—one capable
of making big strategic gains—until
next year.

Still, Russia is pushing forward at
several points along the 1,000-kilo-
metre front, using tanks, wave after
wave of infantry troops and satel-
lite-guided gliding bombs to pummel
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Ukrainian forces. Russia is also hit-
ting power plants and pounding
Ukraine’s second-largest city, Kharkiv,
which is only about 30 kilometres
from the Russian border.

Ivchenko said the goal for Ukraine’s
forces now is to “hold the line” until
the bulk of new supplies arrive by
mid-summer. Then, they can focus on
trying to recapture territory recently
lost in the Donetsk region.

“And probably ... at the end of sum-
mer we’ll see some movement, offen-
sive movement of the Ukrainian
armed forces,” he said.

Some military experts doubt
Ukraine has the resources to mount
even small offensives very soon.

The US funding “can probably only
help stabilise the Ukrainian position
for this year and begin preparations
for operations in 2025,” said Matthew
Savill, director of military sciences at
the Royal United Services Institute, a
think tank.

In the best-case scenario for
Ukraine, the American aid will give
commanders time to reorganize and
train its army—applying lessons
learned from its failed summer 2023
offensive. It may also galvanize
Ukraine’s allies in Europe to
increase aid.

“So this just wasn’t about Ukraine
and the United States, this really
affected our entire 51-country coali-
tion,” said US Congressman Bill
Keating, a Democrat who visited Kyiv
on Monday as part of a four-member
congressional delegation.

Zelenskyy insists Ukraine’s war
aim is to recapture all its territory
from Russia—including Crimea,
seized illegally in 2014. Even if the
war ultimately ends through negotia-
tion, as many experts believe, Ukraine
wants to do that from as strong a posi-
tion as possible.

Whatever happens on the battle-
field, Ukraine still faces variables
beyond its control.

Former US President Donald
Trump, who seeks to retake the White
House in the November election, has
said he would end the war within days
of taking office. And the 27-nation
Europe Union includes leaders like
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban and Slovak Prime Minister
Robert Fico, who have opposed arm-
ing Ukraine.

Ukraine’s allies have held back
from supplying some arms out of con-
cern about escalation or depleting
their own stocks. Ukraine says that to
win the war it needs longer-range mis-
siles it could use for potentially
game-changing operations such as
cutting off occupied Crimea, where’s
Russia’s Black Sea fleet is based.

It wants a longer-range version of
Army Tactical Missile Systems,
known as ATACMs, from the US and
Taurus cruise missiles from Germany.
Both governments have resisted calls
to send them because they are capable
of striking targets deep within
Russian territory.

The new bill authorises the presi-
dent to send Ukraine the longer-range
ATACMS, which have a range of some
300 kilometres, “as soon as practica-
ble.” It’s unclear what that will mean
in practice.

Sometimes, promised weapons have
arrived late, or not at all. Zelenskyy
recently pointed out that Ukraine is
still waiting for the F-16 fighter jets it
was promised a year ago.

Meanwhile, Russia is using its
advantage in troops and weapons to
push back Ukrainian forces, perhaps
seeking to make maximum gains
before Ukraine’s new supplies arrive.

For weeks it has pummelled the
small eastern city of Chasiv Yar,
suffering heavy losses. Britain’s
Ministry of Defence says 900 Russian
troops are being Kkilled or injured a
day in the war.

Capturing the strategically impor-
tant hill town would allow them to
move toward Sloviansk and
Kramatorsk, key cities Ukraine con-
trols in the eastern region of Donetsk.
It would be a significant win for
Russian President Vladimir Putin,
who Western officials say is bent on
toppling Ukraine’s pro-Western gov-
ernment.

Russian pressure was aimed not
just at gaining territory, but on under-
mining Zelenskyy and bolstering crit-
ics who say his war plan is failing,
said Clarke of King’s College London.

The US aid package decreases the
likelihood of a political crisis in
Ukraine, and US Speaker Mike
Johnson deserves credit for pushing it
through Congress, he said.

“He held history in his hands,”
Clarke said.
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House lifts suspension
on lawmaker Gurung

Following a Supreme Court order, Gurung is now
allowed to participate in parliamentary proceedings.

i

POSTFILE PHOTO

Nepali Congress lawmaker Gurung was convicted of corruption.

U1 POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, APRIL 24

The House of Representatives on
Wednesday lifted the suspension on
Nepali Congress lawmaker Tek
Bahadur Gurung.

Padma Prasad Pandey, general sec-
retary of Parliament, said in a notice
the suspension was lifted as per a
Supreme Court order.

The apex court had on March 29
revoked the Parliament Secretariat’s
decision to suspend the lawmaker, a
convict on a corruption charge.

A division bench of justices Manoj
Kumar Sharma and Binod Sharma
quashed the decision and allowed
Gurung to participate in parliamenta-
ry proceedings more than two years
after he was elected to the House of

Representatives from Manang in the
November 2022 polls.

Gurung was suspended on February
24, 2023 after the Commission for the
Investigation of Abuse of Authority
filed a case against him. The CIAA
registered the case against Gurung
and others in the Special Court on
February 4, 2019. They were charged
with irregularities while leasing out
land to Fun Park, a children’s amuse-
ment park at Bhrikutimandap,
Kathmandu. As per the law, any indi-
vidual holding an office of benefit gets
suspended once a corruption case is
lodged against them. Issuing a verdict
in the case, the Special Court on
March 1 last year convicted Gurung
alongside former minister for women,
children and social welfare Badri
Neupane and six others in the case.

Top court intervenes in Gaur massacre case

The Supreme Court orders the Rautahat District Police Office and the District Attorney’s Office to furnish written
clarifications for not investigating the mass killing of 2007,
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The Supreme Court on Wednesday
directed the District Police Office and
the District Attorney’s Office in
Rautahat to furnish written clarifica-
tions for not investigating an incident
of mass Kkilling in the district.

Responding to a writ petition by
advocate Tribhuvan Sah, a single
bench of Justice Til Prasad Shrestha
demanded justification from the two
government units for not commencing
an investigation into the 17-year-old
massacre. They have 15 days to
respond to the show-cause order from
the top court.

Sah had moved the top court
demanding its intervention with no
initiative to probe the killing. On
March 21, 2007, as many as 27 individ-
uals associated with the then CPN
(Maoist) were brutally killed, with
another 115 injured in the incident.
Then Madheshi Janadhikar Forum
Nepal led by Upendra Yadav, now
chair of the Janata Samajbadi Party
and deputy prime minister and minis-
ter for health and population, was
involved in the killing. The National
Human Rights Commission has
implicated Yadav and 129 others in
connection with the crime.

After a years-long investigation, the
commission on January 7 last year
had asked government agencies
through the Prime Minister’s Office to
probe the incident and take action
against Yadav and others in connec-
tion with the crime. In its recommen-
dations, the commission had asked the
government to proceed with the inves-
tigation of the complaint lodged at the
district police on May 11, 2007, and
report to it on the progress made,
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Janata Samajbadi Party chair Upendra Yadav

every three months. It also suggested
providing Rs300,000 to each victim’s
family while also offering free treat-
ment to the injured and seeking
details of all that was lost in the
incident.

However, the government hasn’t
acted on its recommendation yet. As
per the commission Act, the govern-
ment either has to abide by its recom-
mendations or write back to the rights
watchdog within three months,
explaining why its recommendations
cannot be implemented.

Over a year since the commission’s
decision, the government has neither
abided by it nor explained to the com-
mission why its recommendation
wasn’t implemented. “In his response
to the commission, Yadav said his
attention was drawn to the matter and
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he respects human rights issues,”
Shyam Babu Kafle, the investigation
chief at the commission, told the
Post. “However, the government has
neither commenced any investigation
nor given reasons why it hasn’t
been done.”

The constitutional rights commis-
sion had concluded that the killings of
more than two dozen people were
orchestrated and that both the then
Madheshi Janadhikar Forum-Nepal
and the CPN (Maoist) had indications
of possible violence when they chose
the same venue for their rallies.

Concluding its investigation 17
years after the incident, the commis-
sion had also directed the government
to take departmental actions against
then-Rautahat district police chief
Yogeshwar Romkhami; then-chief dis-

trict officer Madhav Prasad Ojha;
Superintendent of Police Ram Kumar
Khanal; deputy superintendent of
Armed Police Force Dharmananda
Sapkota; and sub-inspector Kamakhya
Narayan Singh. If they are no longer
in service, it asked the authorities
concerned not to give them another
opportunity in government service.

Several human rights bodies had
drawn similar conclusions. In its
report in April 2007, Human Rights
Watch remarked that there was no
doubt that most, if not all, of the
killings could have been prevented.

As the Pushpa Kamal Dahal admin-
istration continued to ignore the com-
mission’s recommendations, the rela-
tives of the victims began a series of
protests in Rautahat on July 29 last
year. After six days of agitation, Dahal
met the protesters and assured them
of an investigation and constituting a
home secretary-led panel to hold dia-
logue and deliver justice. The prime
minister, however, didn’t keep his
promise.

He instead appointed Yadav as his
deputy with an important Cabinet
portfolio.

Talking to the Post, Rup Sagar
Upadhyay, coordinator of the Gaur
Massacre Victims’ Struggle
Committee, had said that though her
party—the Maoist Centre—had been
in power for years, it had failed to
investigate the incident. She is wife to
Narmadeshwar, one of the massacre
victims.

The Maoists have led the govern-
ment four times while the party has
been a part of almost all governments
since 2008.

The final hearing in Sah’s petition
will be held once the written clarifica-
tion is furnished.
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The change in the federal government
last month stirred up politics in the
provincial capitals, leading sub-na-
tional governments to change in quick
succession. As the central coalition
was altered, new political alliances
emerged in the provinces too.
However, forming new ruling coali-
tions has been more difficult than
dismantling the existing ones, as the
struggles of the newly appointed
chief ministers show.

The chief minister of Lumbini
Province has split a ministry and
increased the number of ministries to
11 from the existing 10 to address
demands of ruling parties for ministe-
rial berths.

The Jokh Bahadur Mahara-led gov-
ernment made the decision from a
Cabinet meeting of the Lumbini
Province on Wednesday.

Coalition partners had been
demanding more ministries as gov-
ernment formation took shape. Chief
Minister Mahara decided to split the
ministry after coalition partner CPN
(Unified Socialist) threatened to quit
the government should their party
not be given any ministerial position.
Earlier, the Unified Socialist was not
allocated any ministerial position
during power-sharing upon the gov-
ernment’s formation.

But the Lumbini chief minister
claimed that the decision to
increase the number of
ministries was not due
to Unified Socialist’s
threat. “We had decid-
ed to increase the

New provincial cabinets slow to take tull shape

From court cases to differences among ruling partners, chief ministers are struggling to appoint ministers.

number of ministries to 11 from the
existing 10 right at the time of plan-
ning the coalition, which we imple-
mented today,” Mahara said.

He said that the additional ministry
was within the constitutional limit in
view of the 87-strong Lumbini provin-
cial assembly. “We have abided by the
constitutional provision while
increasing the number of ministries,”
Mahara told the Post over the phone.

Article 168 (9) of the constitution
says that the Province Head, on the
chief minister’s recommendation,
constitutes the provincial Council of
Ministers consisting of a maximum
20 percent of the total members of the
Provincial Assembly, including the
chief minister, in accordance with the
inclusive principle.

The Ministry of Women, Children
and Senior Citizens is a new addition
in the province. Earlier the domain
was under the Ministry of Education,
Youth, Sports and Culture. The new
ministry will be led by the Unified
Socialist.

Mahara took the decision after
three weeks of wrangling over pow-
er-sharing following his appointment
on April 5.

It is not only Mahara who struggles
to give full shape to the provincial
Cabinet. Almost each province has its
own set of challenges. They are in the
initial stage of government forming
or in constituting the Cabinet after
the chief minister is appointed.

In Sudurpaschim and Gandaki
provinces, government formation
faces court cases filed by opposition

parties objecting to the chief minis-
ter appointment process.

Dirgha Bahadur Sodari of the
Unified Socialist was
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appointed the chief minister of
Sudurpaschim Province with the
backing of the CPN-UML and the CPN
(Maoist Centre) on April 18. But he
has not been able to expand his
Cabinet.

On the same day of his appoint-
ment, Chief Minister Sodari adminis-
tered the oath to Kailash Chaudhary,
the provincial leader of Nagarik
Unmukti Party (NUP), as the minister
for physical infrastructure and devel-
opment. Chaudhary, who was vying
for the post of Sudurpaschim chief
minister, from the Ranjita Shrestha
faction, later ended up becoming the
minister for physical infrastructure.

Although the UML supported
Sodari as the chief minister of the
province, the UML parliamentary
party in Sudurpaschim has decided
not to join the Sodari Cabinet immedi-
ately. Not only the UML, the Maoist
Centre has also yet to name its minis-
ters for the Sodari Cabinet.

However, Minister Chaudhary
believes the Cabinet will get its full
shape soon.

“So far, we two are the only Cabinet
members as the UML and the Maoist

Centre have decided
to send their

ministers

together -
[later],”

fe

Chaudhary told the Post over the
phone. “We hope the Cabinet will get
full shape shortly.”

Yamlal Kandel, provincial parlia-
mentary leader of the UML, was
appointed the chief minister of
Karnali Province on April 9. But for
two weeks, Kandel has been unable to
expand his Cabinet.

Prolonged negotiations between
UML and Maoist leaders at the centre
allegedly delayed the Cabinet expan-
sion in Karnali.

But, with the agreement on
Wednesday to give four vital ministe-
rial portfolios to the Maoist Centre,
the two parties decided to appoint
more ministers. With the agreement,
Ranasingh Pariyar, the chief whip of
the Maoist Centre in Karnali
Province, is sworn in as a minister
without portfolio.

Though the two parties agreed on
power-sharing, the Karnali govern-
ment remains incomplete. The
Cabinet is expected to get a full shape
only after Chief Minister Kandel wins
the trust vote onThursday, according
to an official at the secretariat of
Chief Ministry Kandel.

“Today
Ranasingh

Pariyar took the oath of a minister
without portfolio, the expansion
of the Cabinet and ministerial
portfolios will be decided after the
government wins the assembly’s
trust, the official said.

In the power-sharing deal, the
Maoist Centre, the second-largest
party with 13 seats in the assembly;,
agreed to back Kandel of the
UML, which has 10 seats, as the chief
minister.

Last week, Kandel visited
Kathmandu and held meetings with
UML chair KP Sharma Oli and Prime
Minister and Maoist Centre chief
Pushpa Kamal Dahal on removing the
hurdles to Cabinet formation.

Bagmati Chief Minister Shalikram
Jamkattel, who won the trust vote on
April 1, has still not been able to settle
inter-party disputes on ministerial
allocations.

The Unified Socialist holds three
ministries including the Ministry of
Labour, Employment and Transport
and the Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock Development.

“Our party is demanding a

restructuring of
the ministries
accord-

ing to the agreement reached while
forming the government on April 1,”
Krishna Khanal, a Bagmati assembly
member from the Unified Socialist,
told the Post. “With the restructuring,
we want every party to hold the minis-
tries with equal weight.”

In Koshi, the government formation
process has failed to move ahead
smoothly as Chief Minister Kedar
Karki has refused to quit despite
changes in the coalition at the centre.

The Karki government has been
reduced to a minority after the UML-
Maoist Centre withdrew their support
after the change in coalition partner
at Kathmandu on March 4. The two
opposition parties in Koshi, however,
have asked Chief Minister Karki
either to prove his majority in the
assembly or resign, which Karki has
been defying.

In Gandaki, Khagaraj Adhikari of
the UML was appointed the chief min-
ister on April 7. But the Congress
immediately challenged his appoint-
ment as Speaker Krishna Prasad
Dhital was also listed among the
assembly members who supported his
bid. Surendra Pandey, the Nepali
Congress leader in Gandaki Province,
filed a petition in the Supreme Court
on April 9 arguing that Adhikari’s
appointment was unconstitutional as
the Speaker was counted among the
supporters to muster a majority in
Adhikari’s favour. The Supreme Court
has taken up the case concerning
Gandaki politics.

-

KMG

HANTIOUR MEDLA CROUP

[
[ N & N SR S = |

JESTHA

18 MAY, 2024

REGISTRATION IS OPEN

VISIT OUR REGISTRATION DESK

LOCATION : CENTRAL BUSINESS PARK, THAPATHALI
TIME : 10AM - 5 PM
CONTACT : 01-5135019 | +977-01-5135000

REGISTER ONLINE THROUGH

www.kantipur-marathon.kmg.com.np

FORMS AVAILABLE AT ALL
GLOBAL IME BANK BRANCHES.

RUN TO

INSPIRE
THE YOUNG

o0 o° oo o 0 ©

HALF MARATHON 21.1 KMS
COLLEGE RUN 7 KMS
CORPORATE RUN 5 KMS
WHEELCHAIR RACE 3 KMS




THE KATHMANDU POST

THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2024 | 04

OPINION

OUR VIEW
The return of the chhau

Our campaigns to educate the people about
thells of ‘chhaupadi’ are inadequate.

The Nepali state’s campaign to abolish chhaupadi—observ-
ing forced isolation during menstruation—has suffered from
indifference and lethargy, leading to the return of the chhau
sheds. When local-level governments took the lead to demol-
ish chhau sheds four years ago after the death of Parvati
Budha due to snakebite, it was hoped that the hinterlands,
primarily in Karnali and Sudurpaschim provinces, would be
free of chhau sheds. However, with the campaign losing
steam, the sheds have started to pop up once again. And with
this, there are fears that menstruating women will continue
to die in the sheds as they have been dying for generations.

The chhau sheds are notorious for the deaths of women
from cold, suffocation, snakebites and wildlife attacks. The
women also face physical violence and sexual harassment
when in isolation. Apart from deaths, women also face psy-
chological stress from having to stay isolated in cramped,
damp sheds for days at a stretch. The chhau sheds, therefore,
are the spaces of dehumanisation of women and have no
place in a civilised society. But as the return of the sheds has
shown, doing away with superstition is easier said than done.
A study by the Nepal Government 2010 showed that 19 per-
cent of Nepali women practice chhaupadi, with the figure
reaching as high as 50 percent in the Karnali and
Sudurpaschim regions.

The chhaupadi system was outlawed by the Supreme
Court in 2005, and in 2017, it was made punishable by up to
three months in jail or a fine of Rs3,000 or both. But these
legal provisions have failed to stop the practice. As per
reports, the women are allowed to stay in their homes
during their menstruation only when monitoring teams
are in the villages. On other occasions, the women are forced
by the family to live in the sheds. What’s more, the families
are not even aware of the legal provisions disallowing
the practice of chhaupadi. But this provision also has a prob-
lem: The women falling victim to the system cannot file a
legal complaint against their family members. In rare cases
when the women gather the courage to go against their fami-
lies, they do not find social and legal support to continue
their fight.

The fact that families are willing to sacrifice their mem-
bers in the name of tradition shows that our campaigns to
educate the people about the ills of chhaupadi are inade-
quate. Legal provisions are hardly enough to stop a practice
rooted in cultural beliefs. Apart from the law, education on
the need to do away with this archaic practice is of utmost
importance. In the absence of solid educational campaigns,
the enthusiasm to change an old practice, however danger-
ous, dies down. The government must, therefore, in coordina-
tion with local levels, invest massively in educational cam-
paigns across the region. Chhaupadi is a practice that goes
against universal human rights, and the government should
be ruthless in abolishing it not just legally but socially and
culturally as well.

THEIR VIEW
Ties with Tehran

Iranian president’s Pakistan visit could help improve
ties particularly in the economic sector.

The significance of the trip has been enhanced by the prevailing
geopolitical tensions in the region, particularly Iran’s conflict with
Israel, poor ties between Tehran and the Western states, especially
over the former’s central role in the ‘axis of resistance’, as well as
the unpleasant episode in January when Iran and Pakistan
exchanged missile strikes.

Thankfully, whatever bitterness was engendered by the latter
incident seems to have been forgotten, as Pakistan rolled out the
red carpet for the Iranian leader. In Islamabad, Mr Raisi met the
president, prime minister and army chief, and later headed to
Lahore and Karachi to meet the respective provincial leaderships.

Trade topped the Iranian president’s agenda, while security
issues were also discussed. Mr Raisi said the current level of bilat-
eral trade was ‘“unacceptable”, and desired to see annual trade go
up to $10bn. Foreign sanctions, as well as the lack of proper bank-
ing channels, stand as major obstacles in enhancing bilateral com-
merce. Expanding the number of border markets can help remove
these obstacles, and bring socioeconomic opportunities to border
communities on both sides.

Pakistan also seeks to expand foreign trade to improve its eco-
nomic position. While searching for trade partners across the
oceans should continue, we must work to expand regional
commerce. As things stand, South Asia is among the world’s least
integrated regions. While resuming economic ties with India is
more complicated, Pakistan should strive to improve trade rela-
tions with its western neighbours, Iran and Afghanistan. This can
open pathways for Pakistani products to markets in Central Asia
and greater Eurasia.

Regarding security matters, violent non-state actors operating
in the common border areas present challenges to both states’
security. Therefore, it is welcome that an accord was signed on
security cooperation. Both countries’ security forces should coop-
erate with each other to neutralise malign actors and manage bor-
der security.

As for the Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline, the issue was obliquely
referred to in a Pakistani statement, but there has been no
major breakthrough. Mr Raisi mentioned that some actors
did not want to see Pakistan-Iran relations grow. “It is not impor-
tant,” he said, dismissing critics. The US, meanwhile, has again
cautioned that anyone doing business with Iran risks being sanc-
tioned by America.

Pakistan must take a long-term view of this problem. While ties
with the US are important, should Pakistan seek American
approval for all key economic and strategic decisions? Today, the
US does not want the Iran pipeline to proceed. Tomorrow, if ties
between Washington and Beijing nosedive, and the US asks
Pakistan to reconsider CPEC, or our defence cooperation with
China, will we comply?

— Dawn (Pakistan)/ANN

Muizzu’s balancing act in the Maldives
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Several powers

are contesting for
influence in the Indian
Ocean countries.

SMRUTI S PATTANAIK

The Maldives held its much-awaited
parliamentary election on April 17. Not
surprisingly, the People’s National
Congress (PNC), along with its coali-
tion parties, won 75 seats in total while
the Maldives Democratic Party (MDP),
the erstwhile ruling party’s strength in
the Parliament, dwindled to only 12
seats from 65 seats previously held. The
PNC alone won 66 seats, showing that
the other parties in the coalition would
play a marginal role.

This ‘supermajority’, as described by
Maldivian media, will strengthen
President Muizzu’s hand in charting
policies without being obstructed by
the opposition in Parliament.
Meanwhile, his alliance partner, the
People’s National Front (PNF) presi-
dent and former president of the
Maldives, Abdullah Yameen, was
freed from jail just two days before
this election. Muizzu’s victory would
have several geopolitical implications
as he charts his ultranationalist for-
eign policy.

Fallout with former ally

Muizzu’s fallout with Abdullah Yameen
may not threaten his political suste-
nance; rather, the divided opposition is
not in a position to pose much challenge
to his policies. Though Muizzu was the
contingency presidential candidate in
case Yameen failed to contest due to his
conviction, the Progressive Party of
Maldives (PPM)-PNC coalition’s
senate rallied behind Muizzu’s candida-
cy and rejected Yameen’s proposal to
boycott the election. Since he was
elected president, Muizzu has tried to
sideline Yameen and has appointed a
cabinet without consulting him, which
deepened the rift between the two.
Yameen’s loyalists accuse Muizzu of
refusing to take phone calls from

Yameen after his election.

After Muizzu was elected President,
Yameen was transferred from the jail
where he spent his days after being
convicted of corruption charges to
house arrest. However, his newly
created party PNF, Democrats and
Adhaalath Party (AP), could not win
any seats in the parliamentary elec-
tion. This is a serious blow to Yameen’s
political aspirations.

Economic downturn
The debt situation has worsened in the
country even though it has not reached
the stage of bankruptcy. Muizzu has
asked for development funds from
China to anchor a pro-China foreign
policy while requesting India to
restructure debt repayment and stag-
ger it to help the Maldives to repay
commensurating with its economic
ability and at the same time to continue
with projects that have already been
sanctioned by the government. Muizzu
also wants to bolster the free trade
agreement with China without assess-
ing the impact on its economy in its bid
to reaffirm the previous policy charted
by former President Abdullah Yameen.
This clearly shows that Muizzu would
have to balance the country’s economic
situation while looking for more loans
to develop infrastructure projects
essential for its economic growth.
China’s share of the Maldives’ debt
is 37 percent. The International
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Monetary Fund has categorised the
Maldives as a high-risk debt-distressed
country. The World Bank has predicted
5.4 percent growth from 2024 to 2025.
The country’s debt vulnerability is
pegged at 115 percent of the GDP, and
its external and internal borrowing
would make it financially vulnerable.

The Maldives imports essential com-
modities from India. Both countries
are discussing introducing trade in
local currency to address the dollar
shortage. In July 2023, the Reserve
Bank of India permitted the Maldives
to open Special Rupee Vostro Accounts
(SRVAs) to facilitate trade in local cur-
rencies. In April of this year, India’s
Directorate General of Foreign Trade
also removed the export curbs on
onion, rice, sugar, wheat flour and
stone aggregate for the country.

Like other South Asian countries,
the Maldives’ tax revenue is very low. It
depends on imports to sustain.
According to the Asian Development
Bank’s report, the outgoing Solih gov-
ernment’s decision to increase the
Goods and Services Tax rate by 40.0
percent for the general sector and 33.3
percent for the tourism sector has
increased the price of essential com-
modities. Foreign exchange reserves
have slumped. Subsidies have increased
to provide economic relief.

Tourism booms
The tourism industry has grown signif-

icantly even though Indian tourist
arrivals have declined. According to
reports, Indians travel to the Maldives
during the summer, which is a fill-up to
the off-season tourism, as most Western
tourists prefer to travel in winter.
Indian tourists were the largest in 2023.
The government has set the goal of
achieving over 2 million tourist arriv-
als and 14.3 million bed nights for 2024
to generate revenue. This also requires
huge investments and facilities to
accommodate tourists and boost the
local economy. In this context, reducing
the number of Indian tourists arriving
in the Maldives would be a major con-
cern for the Maldivian government.
Some estimate the loss to the Maldivian
economy to be around $2.5-5.5 million
after India dropped to fifth place in the
Maldivian tourism chart.

In recent years, the Maldives has
seen growth in the tourism sector,
which is likely to generate revenue for
the cash-strapped economy, boost GDP
growth and create employment oppor-
tunities for the locals.

Geopolitical balancing
In the past few months after his elec-
tion, Muizzu has also successfully
replaced Indian military trainers with
civilian trainers, which he can boast of
as his foreign policy success. He has
also managed to elevate the Maldives’
relations with China to a strategic level
by signing the China-Maldives
Comprehensive Strategic Cooperative
Partnership (2024-28). They signed 20
agreements, some focusing on the
defense sector. The political ecosystem
would be conducive to Chinese invest-
ment as Beijing aspires to have a foot-
hold in the Western Indian Ocean.
Several powers are contesting for
influence in the Indian Ocean coun-
tries. However, this contest is seen as a
binary in the Maldives—India vs
China. Muizzu’s task will be to balance
the interests of both countries and
extract benefits for the Maldives. Given
the economic situation of India and
China and their investment in the
Maldives, it would be difficult for
Muizzu to play one against the other.
Given the Maldives’ proclivity to play
the China card as it did when Muizzu
allowed the docking of Chinese Xiang
Yang Hong 03 ‘research vessel’ ostensi-
bly for replenishment, India has decid-
ed to build its own Naval base in
Lakshadweep. Cooperation between
India and the Maldives continues, as
the trilateral India-Maldives-Sri Lanka
trilateral Dosti-16 exercise took place
in February.

Decolonising academia beyond the metaphor

Universities are creating
and reproducing the
conditions for present-day
colonial injustice.

NAFISA AFSARA CHOWDHURY

As we continue to witness a genocide
unfold in real time through social
media, there is no denying that our
world has irrevocably changed. Over
the last six months, the courage of the
Palestinian people has radically shifted
the collective consciousness of people
in every corner of the world, leading to
a global awakening. In many ways, it
has exposed the long-standing colonial
agenda and hypocrisy of the West, both
of which have been slowly crumbling
down for quite some time now.
Simultaneously, it has sparked neces-
sary conversations regarding military
occupation, settler colonialism, neoco-
lonialism, and the deeply interconnect-
ed nature of these struggles worldwide.
Every day, citizens from all walks of
life have been confronting and mobilis-
ing against oppressive power struc-
tures head-on, in small and large ways.

One such example was the stu-
dent-led protest at Columbia University
in New York, US last week. Several
students took to the university campus
and set up tents on the lawn, demand-
ing that their institution immediately
divest from corporations, institutions,
weapons manufacturers, and donors
complicit in the genocide against
Palestinians. These students remained
steadfast as they resoundingly rejected
Columbia’s shameful stance support-
ing Israel’s brutal occupation.
Predictably, what followed was a mass
arrest called by the university’s admin-
istration. The New York Police
Department (NYPD) forcibly removed
the peaceful student activists from the
premises. Many students were also sus-
pended from Columbia and its associ-
ate institution, Barnard College, as
well as from their housing. This is the
same Columbia University that has
been home to revolutionary scholars
such as Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak,
and many more. This, I believe, is not
the legacy that Columbia would have
hoped to be a part of.

Just a week prior to the university’s
crackdown on students, Columbia
Journalism School—which houses the
Pulitzer Prize—hosted the Palestinian
journalist from Gaza, Motaz Azaiza,
who played a key role in showing the
world the reality of what unfolded after
October 7. Columbia shifted its classes
online on Monday, April 22, while the

faculty staged a walk-out to protest the
arrests of students.

Of course, Columbia is not the only
university where students have risen
up against their university’s role in
funding the colonial occupation of
Palestine. Students in several universi-
ties around the world have spoken out
against their institutions, all of whom
have met a similar fate of repression as
the Columbian students. On Monday,
police arrested more than 45 protesters
at Yale University. After nightfall on
the same day, the NYPD arrested stu-
dents from New York University.

For most of these acclaimed univer-
sities, any dialogue or action by stu-
dents on Palestine that reveals the real-
ity of Israeli settler colonialism and
genocide, and protests the institutions’
own complicity in it, is deemed as a
threat. And in fact, they’re right. It is a
threat, but not in the way that the
administrations have described it.
Rather, such dialogue or action is a

order to build a more equitable, inclu-
sive, and democratic society. Academic
institutions and their knowledge pro-
duction are supposed to be guided by
an active concern for social change,
and by a strong desire to have a mean-
ingful impact on the wider communi-
ties in which their works are situated.
Unfortunately, when you examine the
situation in universities across the
West, this is not the case. Instead,
students with moral clarity simply
speaking their conscience are repressed
for challenging the status quo.
Consequently, there continues to
remain a profound barrier between
academic scholarship and meaningful
practical action.

This kind of cowardly deference
does not come fully as a surprise,
though. The development of Western
universities has always been deeply
implicated in colonialism. From the
reliance on Western knowledge produc-
tion for the inferiorisation of the
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threat to maintaining the colonial
structures of the universities. A united
student front that dares to shake up
structures of settler colonialism, occu-
pation, and war is indeed the most ter-
rifying possibility to institutions that
intend to carry on with the status quo.
The courage of these students who
stand as voices of moral reasoning is
admirable amid this wasteland of per-
verse immorality and violence within
which we find ourselves.

But I believe that this series of ongo-
ing events speaks to a larger crisis that
has been looming in academia for dec-
ades. Our primary responsibility as
academics is to nurture young minds to
think critically about the world in

“other” to the imposition of Western
knowledge systems across the Global
South, universities have been central
in creating and reproducing the condi-
tions for present-day racial and coloni-
al injustice.

However, in recent times, there has
been a growing shift in most prestig-
ious universities to adopt the discourse
of decolonisation to confront these
ugly matters and make changes. The
definition of the term “decolonisation”
has been ever-expanding, but broadly
speaking, it is the process of decon-
structing colonial ideologies of superi-
ority and privilege of Western thought
and approaches. Although calls for
decolonisation echo loudly in methods

of scholarship and pedagogies in aca-
demic institutions, recent events in
light of the Palestinian resistance have
shown us, again, that academia’s deco-
lonial appeals are simply relegated to a
metaphorical realm without any mate-
rial implications.

Ina2012article titled “Decolonization
is Not a Metaphor,” authors and influ-
ential scholars Eve Tuck and K Wayne
Yang make a powerful argument
against the overuse of the term “decol-
onisation.” According to them, the friv-
olous adoption of the language of
decolonisation, particularly by aca-
demia, has allowed institutions to
enact a distancing from various forms
of complicity with ongoing colonialism
and its systems—and how they benefit
from them. Tuck and Yang carefully
remind us of the hollowness of the
many uses of the terms and what they
obscure—especially in regard to the
ongoing colonialism in settler societies
such as Israel.

Decolonial pedagogy and thinking is,
indeed, a fundamental part of the
movement for imagining an alternative
future, beyond our present reality. It is
a powerful tool for deconstructing colo-
nial influences on knowledge and edu-
cation. However, theorisation is not the
sole or final step in decolonisation.
These superficial discourses serve no
purpose if they simply continue to
echo in our own intellectual chambers
as mere intellectual debates.

This brings us back to the events
unfolding at Columbia University
and universities all across the globe as
they criminalise students who are
doing the difficult work of practically
bringing about the paradigm shifts
that decolonisation demands from us.
They challenge institutions which
still continue to recentre the interests
and futures of settlers under the
guise of metaphorical notions of
decolonisation.

Real decolonisation is difficult
work, and it does not only happen
through intellectual discourse that gar-
ner acknowledgments. It happens
through radically enacting its material
imperatives for concrete transforma-
tions. It happens by disrupting existing
power structures that, for centuries,
have enabled Western empires, corpo-
rations, and elites to destroy, exploit,
pollute, and profit at the expense
of colonised people. It is deeply uncom-
fortable and unsettling. Anything
short of this is not decolonisation,
and is simply another form of liberal
appropriation.

Chowdhury is adjunct lecturer
at the Department of English and
Modern Languages of North South
University (NSU).

— The Daily Star (Bangladesh)/ANN
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FOREX
US Dollar 13362
Euro 142.77
Pound Sterling 166.20
Swiss Franc 146.10
Australian Dollar 86.89
Canadian Dollar 9763
Singapore Dollar 98.16
Japanese Yen (10) 863
Chinese Yuan 1844
Saudi Arab Riyal 35.63
Qatari Riyal 36.63
Thai Bhat 361
UAE Dhiram 36.38
Malaysian Ringgit 2797
Korean Won (100) 9.72
Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank
SHARES
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10 9.92 755 576 553 444

1 MODERATE GAINERS 1
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0.09 008 005 004 0.04 002

| MODERATE LOSERS |
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003 -002 002 -001 001 -001

| HIGHEST LOSERS |
MKHL NBLD85 MLBSL LUK  RFPL  SIKLES
784 -39 384 365 339 315

BULLION PRICE PER TOLA
S Fine Gold Rs 136,000
S5 Silver Rs 1670

SOURCE: FENEGOSIDA
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Intrepid DMC Nepal’s
cleanup campaign

By

KATHMANDU: The Intrepid DMC Nepal
office team organised its second
clean-up campaign in Shivapuri
Nagarjun National Park on Tuesday
in collaboration with Clean Up Nepal
on the occasion of Earth Day. The
company said that the team collected
30.52 kgs of non-biodegradable waste
that was left behind on the pristine
trail. The event also raised awareness
among the local hikers at the park of
the adverse impacts of littering and
encouraged them to bring their trash
back with them for proper disposal.
Shivapuri Nagarjun National Park,
established in 2002, lies in the north-
ern fringes of Kathmandu Valley and
spans four districts, covering an area
of 159 square kilometres.

Hotel Yak and Yeti
‘Cultivating Connections’

event on Earth Day

KATHMANDU:
Hotel Yak &
Yeti held its
“Cultivating
Connections”
event to mark
Earth Day on
April 22. The
event empha- [
sised the
hotel’s dedi-
cation to sus-
tainability,
community
engagement, and fostering meaning-
ful connections. The event’s main
attraction was a special activity that
emphasised the hotel’s commitment
to environmental sustainability.
Attendees had the unique and
rewarding opportunity to plant sap-
lings within the surroundings of the
Madhuban garden.

French air traffic controllers’
union cancels strike call

PARIS: France’s main air traffic
controllers’ union said Wednesday it
had cancelled a call for a one-day
strike over pay after making a deal
with the civil aviation authority. The
planned stoppage for Thursday would
have caused most flights at the two
main Paris airports to be cancelled,
sparking chaos. But this scenario
appeared to have been averted after a
last-minute agreement between the
SNCTA union and the DGAC civil avi-
ation authority about salary increas-
es and other measures in a planned
overhaul of France’s air traffic con-
trol systems. However, the DGAC did
not confirm the union statement, and
neither side released details of the
reported agreement. It was also
unclear whether the two smaller
unions which had also backed strike
action would follow suit and call off
the stoppage. (AFp)

Ride-hailing startups on expansion spree.
But lack of rules hinders competition

Pathao expanded services to 18 cities starting April 13, after six years since it began services in Kathmandu.

U1 KRISHANA PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, APRIL 24

While Pathao, an app-based ride-hail-
ing and food delivery company, has
been expanding aggressively, other
such companies remain stuck as they
wait for guidelines to expand in and
out of Kathmandu Valley.

Pathao has started its service in 18
cities across the country starting from
the Nepali New Year on April 13, after
six years of service in Kathmandu
Valley. It launched its service in
Chitwan in September 2022.

The company said demand for a
convenient and cost-effective trans-
portation service outside the
Kathmandu Valley has been increas-
ing lately.

“We have now reached all seven
provinces,” said Suraksha Hamal,
head of marketing of Pathao Nepal.
“Within a week of announcing our
expansion, we have received applica-
tions from 5,000 riders. There are
more than 1,000 rides daily outside
Kathmandu and Chitwan. Both riders
and customers are growing,” she said.

Customers in the newly expanded
markets can bid on the approximate
fare displayed on the app when using
the ride service, Hamal said.

Pathao was founded in 2015 in the
US and officially started on September
24, 2018, in Kathmandu.

Pathao ride-hailing service has
been expanded to nine cities of Koshi
province including Biratnagar,
Damak, Urlabari, Biratchowk, Itahari,
Inaruwa, Dharan, Birtamod and
Bhadrapur. In Madhesh province
ride-hailing service of Pathao is avail-
able in Birgunj and Janakpur.

Similarly, Pathao ride-hailing ser-
vice has started in Pokhara of
Gandaki Province; Butwal, Nepalgunj
and Bhairahawa of Lumbini Province,
and Birendranagar of Sudurpaschim
Province.

The company plans to further
expand its service in other cities of
the country shortly.

Tootle, a once popular ride-hailing
platform, resumed its services on
September 1 last year, but it is now
focussed on goods deliveries. Officials
at the company said they have no
immediate plans to expand service
outside the Kathmandu Valley.

Tootle, the Nepali tech startup,
began operations in January 2017.

Initially, a team comprising Aayush
Subedi, Princi Koirala, Bina Laxmi

o
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Pathao started its service in 18 cities across the country from the Nepali New Year on April 13.

Shrestha, Sixit Bhatta and a few oth-
ers had designed an app to track Sajha
buses. It soon became popular.
However, due to the lack of marketing
and transparency, its public faith
started to erode. Then Pathao emerged
as the dominant player in the market.

Zapp Services Pvt Ltd currently
operates Tootle. The company refused
to comment on its plan.

When Pathao enjoyed a market
monopoly after the fall of Tootle, the
United States-based inDrive launched
its service in Nepal in April 2022.

Currently, inDrive’s ride-hailing
service is available in Kathmandu,
Pokhara and Chitwan.

The company said it too has no
immediate plans to expand to other
cities. According to industry insiders,
inDrive is waiting for government
guidelines to ensure its legality.

“We don’t have an immediate mar-
ket expansion plan in Nepal. We want
to focus on the cities we are currently
present in. We want to grow our
business there,” Pavit Nanda Anand,
the Asia Pacific region communica-
tion lead of inDrive, told the Post via
WhatsApp.

“Nepal is an exciting market and we
entered the market to support local
communication and connect drivers

and passengers for affordable and con-
venient mobility solutions.”

The company declined to disclose
the number of riders and rides in
Nepal.

inDrive became popular in a short
time among Nepalis as it launched the
apps where service seekers were able
to negotiate on the fare rates.

For Pathao, currently Pokhara and
Butwal are the top-performing mar-
kets. “Growth is picking up gradually
in other cities as well,” Hamal said.

Pathao plans to launch its service in
auto-rickshaws, the popular mode of
transport in most of the Tarai region.
“We have expanded the service to
allow service seekers to book rides
from one city to another.” Pathao
takes a commission of 20 percent from
each bike ride.

According to Pathao, there are more
than 200,000 people involved with the
platform, including more than 90,000
bike riders, 10,000 taxi drivers and
5,000 food delivery boys. The two other
companies—Tootle and inDrive—did
not disclose their figures.

In February this year, the govern-
ment classified ride-hailing services
as a service-oriented industry under
the Industrial Enterprises Act 2020.
This gives ride-hailing companies

POSTFILE PHOTO

legal status, seven years after they
started operations in Nepal.

But the government has been dil-
ly-dallying the provision to bring the
guidelines which manage the
ride-hailing companies by regulating
the fares. The draft guidelines for
ride-hailing propose registering cars
and motorbikes used for ride-hailing,
similar to traditional taxis, operating
them under the regulations of the
Ministry of Transport.

Under the guidelines the companies
would have to renew their operations
annually at the transport manage-
ment offices. The guidelines will also
regulate the fare and have made pas-
senger insurance mandatory.

The Motor Vehicles and Transport
Management Act 1993 has mentioned
that vehicles registered for private use
should not be used for public transpor-
tation. Bagmati province officially
legalised ride-hailing services in June
2022, but did not issue any guidelines
or policy.

According to the 60th annual report
of the Auditor General, there are
25 ride-hailing companies in Nepal
using the global positioning system
(GPS) and digital platforms, but none
of them are registered for their cur-
rent operations.

Germany growth forecast up, ailing economy at ‘turning point’

U1 AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

But releasing its latest projections, the economy

FRANKFURT (GERMANY), APRIL 24

The German government slightly increased its 2024
growth forecast on Wednesday, saying there were
signs Europe’s beleaguered top economy was
at a “turning point” after battling through a period

of weakness.

Output is expected to expand 0.3 percent this year,
the economy ministry said, up from a prediction of

0.2 percent in February.

The slightly rosier picture comes after improve-
ments in key indicators—from factory output to
business activity—boosted hopes a recovery may be

getting under way.

The German economy shrank slightly last year,
hit by soaring inflation, a manufacturing slowdown
and weakness in trading partners, and has acted as a

major drag on the 20-nation eurozone.

ministry said in a statement there were growing
indications of a “turning point”.

“Signs of an economic upturn have increased sig-
nificantly, especially in recent weeks,” Economy
Minister Robert Habeck said at a press conference.

The ministry also cut its forecast for inflation this
year to 2.4 percent, from a previous prediction of 2.8
percent, and sees the figure falling below two percent
next year. “The fall in inflation will lead to consumer
demand—people have more money in their wallets
again, and will spend this money,” said Habeck.

“So purchasing power is increasing, real wages
are rising and this will contribute to a domestic eco-

nomic recovery.”

Energy prices—which surged after Russia’s 2022
invasion of Ukraine—had also fallen and supply
chain woes had eased, he added. Several months ago
there had been expectations of a strong rebound in

2024, with forecasts of growth above one percent, but
these were dialled back at the start of the year as the
economy continued to languish. Last week the
International Monetary Fund became the latest
institute to downgrade its German growth forecast,
and is now predicting a figure of just 0.2 percent.

But improving signs have fuelled hopes the lum-
bering economy—while not about to break into a
sprint—may at least be getting back on its feet.

On Wednesday a closely-watched survey from the
Ifo institute showed business sentiment rising for a
third consecutive month in April, and more strongly
than expected. A key purchasing managers’ index
survey this week showed that business activity in

Germany had picked up.

And last week the central bank, the Bundesbank,
forecast the economy would expand slightly in the
first quarter, dodging a recession, after earlier pre-
dicting a contraction.

EU opens probe
mto China’s medical
device market

U AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BRUSSELS (BELGIUM), APRIL 24

The European Union on Wednesday
announced a probe into China’s
medical devices market, prompting
an immediate accusation from
Beijing that the bloc was engaging in
“protectionism”.

Brussels fears China is favouring
its own suppliers when it comes
to the procurement of medical
devices. The EU’s official administra-
tive journal, announcing the
probe, set out ways that could be hap-
pening, including through a “Buy
China” policy.

The EU also has concerns that
China may have restrictions on
imports as well as imposing condi-
tions “leading to abnormally low bids
that cannot be sustained by profit-ori-
ented companies,” the notice in the
journal said.

Beijing lashed out at the investiga-
tion, with a foreign ministry spokes-
man saying it would “damage the
EU’s image”.

“All the outside world sees is it (the
EU) gradually moving towards protec-
tionism,” said the ministry spokes-
man, Wang Wenbin, calling on
Brussels to “stop using any excuse to
groundlessly suppress and restrict
Chinese business”.

China’s medical devices market is
the second largest after the United
States, worth around 135 billion euros
in 2022 ($145 billion), according to a
2023 report by China-focused think
tank MERICS.

The EU probe is the first under the
bloc’s International Procurement
Instrument which seeks to promote
reciprocity in access to international
public procurement markets.

&

U's official journal
says the investigation
will conclude within
nine months.

_

“The... restrictive measures and
practices put at a significant and
systemic disadvantage (European)
Union economic operators, goods and
services as they systematically favour
the procurement of domestic products
to the detriment of imported ones,”
the official journal said.

If the investigation finds unfair
behaviour by China, the EU can limit
Chinese companies’ access to the
27-nation bloc’s public procurement
market. The journal said the investi-
gation is to conclude within nine
months, although the European
Commission can extend this by anoth-
er extra five months.

Beijing is “invited to submit its
views and to provide relevant infor-
mation” and can hold consultations
with the European Commission—the
EU’s trade authority—“to eliminate or
remedy the alleged measures and
practices,” the text said.

Brussels has launched a wave of
investigations targeting China over
the past few months, looking into
green tech subsidies.

The EU provoked Beijing’s ire earli-
er in April after announcing an inves-
tigation into Chinese wind turbine
suppliers. Other probes have
focused on Chinese subsidies for solar
panels, electric cars and trains as
Brussels seeks to move away from
excessive reliance on cheaper Chinese
technology.

Chinese sellers go to TikTok school to reach buyers abroad

U1 AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GUANGZHOU, APRIL 24

Donning hijabs and floor-length abaya
gowns over shorts and tank tops,
Chinese students at an e-commerce
school perform into a smartphone
camera as they learn how to sell the
clothes to overseas TikTok users.

It is the final day of a two-week
course on selling products abroad via
the short video app—which despite
being blocked in China is a platform
more and more Chinese vendors are
turning to.

Succeeding on TikTok requires
tools for bypassing internet restric-
tions as well as foreign-language
skills, challenges that have prompted
a boom in courses and consulting
services.

At the school in Guangzhou in
southern Guangdong province, an
instructor holds up the Middle
Eastern-inspired garments to the
camera and rattles off prices and siz-
ing information for Muslim buyers in
the UK.

“This is chiffon, it’s really breatha-
ble!” she gushes in English as her
proteges model the goods and sort
through racks of satin robes under
stark studio lights.

“We teach people which products
are selling better, and which markets
are more suitable for their current
stages,” 27-year-old Wang Yaxuan,
another instructor at the school,
tells AFP.

Guangdong is home to thousands of
factories making a mindboggling vari-
ety of products, from the abayas to

espresso machine parts to wigs made
of human hair.

After decades of producing goods
for export, Chinese companies are
increasingly seeking to cut out the
middleman and market themselves
at lower prices, directly to overseas
consumers.

Shein, the China-founded fast fash-
ion giant, has effectively taken over
the lower-end Western market using
this strategy, with TikTok a key facet
of its selling network.

TikTok Shop launched in the United
States late last year, and e-commerce
features have previously been rolled
out in places like Britain and
Southeast Asia.

A casual scroll on the hugely
popular app’s “Live” tab can land
users on multiple shopping lives-
treams within minutes.

But with TikTok unavailable in
China—parent company Bytedance
operates the more strictly censored
sister app Douyin domestically—
smaller businesses there are at a
disadvantage.

Courses like the one at Mede
Education Technology’s e-commerce
school help by covering everything
from the basics of creating a TikTok
account to handling shipping and ana-
lysing sales data.

Fees start at around 9,000 yuan
($1,244) for a six-day course.

Students, who range from factory
owners to fresh graduates, often take
classes for multiple foreign shopping
platforms including Amazon and
Southeast Asia’s Shopee.

Qiu Zhouwen, a course participant

AFP/RSS

The photo taken on April 7 shows students attending a course on selling products on TikTok
at Mede Education Technology’s e-commerce school in Guangzhou, China.

in his 30s, works for a Guangzhou cos-
metics company. He says his company
enrolled him because they are hoping
to eventually sell their skincare range
through TikTok.

“Information is part of the cost (of
doing business) now, and if you don’t
have the information that’s appropri-
ate to the market, your cost will be
way too high,” Qiu says.

Wang, the Mede instructor, attended
university in the United States and
says it can be challenging for Chinese
sellers to adapt to different consumer
tastes abroad.

Chemical manufacturer Donghua
Jinlong spawned viral memes on
TikTok this month after overseas
social media users found absurdist

humour in the company’s matter-of-
fact videos about industrial-grade gly-
cine featuring Al-generated voiceo-
vers. There are also significant techni-
cal hurdles.

Accessing TikTok from China
requires VPN software to bypass the
country’s virtual “Great Firewall”,
while dodging the app’s own curbs on
users manipulating their IP address-
es. VPNs are a legal grey area in
China, with authorities occasionally
cracking down while generally toler-
ating their use for business purposes.

TikTok is also caught up in global
geopolitical  tensions—the US
Congress is threatening to ban the app
entirely over concerns it could share
personal data with the Chinese gov-

ernment. Wang is unfazed by the pros-
pect of a US TikTok ban.

“Our students are not just selling to
the US market... the current trend for
TikTok for Southeast Asia is also very
good,” she tells AFP.

Wang says it’s not the first time this
situation has happened, adding
that she feels the United States was
trying to “take this huge cake and
split up the market”.

Mede is one of many organisations
running TikTok classes, including
others based in Guangdong, where
authorities have hung up propaganda
banners promoting international
e-commerce.

Those not willing to shell out steep
course fees can also seek advice from
e-commerce veterans who have built a
following on Chinese social apps by
sharing TikTok tips.

Molly Zhao, a 23-year-old TikTok
livestreamer, has been selling prod-
ucts including clothing and electron-
ics online since 2022.

Zhao, who studied in Italy
and speaks Italian and English, told
AFP her foreign-language skills
have earned her livestreaming jobs
paying as much as 20,000 yuan ($2,760)
each month.

She regularly posts videos for
domestic viewers on Douyin, covering
topics including common English
phrases and how to explain shipping
rates clearly.

“You must build up the atmos-
phere,” she explains in one video,
adding that using a catchphrase
can “make a deeper impression on
customers”.
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US Secretary of State Blinken back in
China seeking pressure but also stabili

The Biden administration has trumpeted the agreement with Xi on fentanyl as a success.

U1 AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SHANGHAI, APRIL 24

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
returned on Wednesday to China on
his second visit in a year, as the United
States ramps up pressure on its
rival over its support for Russia
while also seeking to manage tensions
with Beijing.

The US diplomat will meet China’s
top brass on Friday in Beijing, where
he is also expected to plead for
restraint as Taiwan inaugurates a
new leader, and to raise US concerns
on Chinese trade practices—a vital
issue for President Joe Biden in an
election year.

But Blinken is also seeking to stabi-
lise ties, with tensions between the
world’s two largest economies palpa-
bly easing since his last visit in June.

At the time, he was the high-
est-ranking US official to visit China
in five years, and the trip was followed
by a meeting between the countries’
presidents in November.

At that summit in California,
Chinese President Xi Jinping agreed
to a US wish list including restoring
contact between militaries and crack-
ing down on precursor chemicals to
fentanyl, the powerful painkiller
behind an addiction epidemic in the
United States.

Blinken arrived in Shanghai, where
he will kick off his visit by attending a
Chinese basketball play-off match
between two teams with American
players on their rosters.

The friendly side trip—the first
visit by a US secretary of state to the
bustling metropolis since Hillary
Clinton in 2010—would have been
unthinkable until recently, with
hawks on both sides previously speak-
ing of a new Cold War between the
two powers.

A senior US official previewing
Blinken’s trip said that the United
States and China were at a “different
place than we were a year ago, when
the bilateral relationship was at an
historic low point”.

“We also believe, and we have also
clearly demonstrated, that responsi-
bly managing competition does not
mean we will pull back from measures
to protect US national interests,” he
said. The Biden administration’s

AFP/RSS

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (right) is greeted by Kong Fuan, director general of the Shanghai Foreign Affairs Office, US Ambassador to
China Nicholas Burns (2nd left) and US Consul General in Shanghai Scott Walker (left) on his arrival in Shanghai on Wednesday.

eagerness to engage China stands in
stark contrast to its efforts to isolate
Russia since its invasion of Ukraine
in February 2022.

After initially being pleased that
Beijing has not directly supplied
weapons to Russia, the United States
has accused China in recent weeks of
lavishing industrial material and
technology on Moscow.

Washington has encouraged
European leaders, including German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who recently
visited Beijing, to stand firm on China
not backing Russia, believing that it
wants stable ties with the West as it
focuses on addressing economic head-
winds at home.

“If China purports on the one hand
to want good relations with Europe
and other countries, it can’t on the
other hand be fuelling what is the big-

gest threat to European security since
the end of the Cold War,” Blinken said
Friday after Group of Seven talks in
Capri, Italy. The Biden administration
has trumpeted the agreement with Xi
on fentanyl as a success.

A State Department official said
that since the November summit,
China appears to have taken its first
law enforcement measures on the mat-
ter since 2017.

Blinken will ask for further imple-
mentation, the official said.

“More regular PRC law enforce-
ment action against PRC-based chemi-
cal companies and pill press manufac-
turers involved in illicit fentanyl sup-
ply chains would send a strong signal
of China’s commitment to address
this issue,” the official said, referring
to the People’s Republic of China.

Another source of friction between

the two countries is legislation that
cleared the US Congress on Tuesday—
and which Biden intends to sign—
requiring the wildly popular social
media app TikTok to be divested from
its Chinese parent company
ByteDance, or be shut out of the
American market.

Biden faces a rematch in November
against former president Donald
Trump, who has vowed a more con-
frontational approach against China.

Yun Sun, a senior fellow at the
Washington-based Stimson Center,
said that China’s leaders, eager to
focus on their economy, were in a wait-
and-see mode ahead of the US elec-
tion. “The Chinese understand that
the Biden administration is unlikely
to deliver any good news on trade
because that simply does not support
the election agenda,” she said.

Russia detains ally of
Detfence Minister Shoigu
for alleged corruption

U REUTERS
MOSCOW, APRIL 24

A Russian court on Wednesday
ordered one of Defence Minister
Sergei Shoigu’s deputies be kept in
custody on suspicion of taking bribes,
the highest-profile corruption case
since President Vladimir Putin sent
troops into Ukraine in 2022.

Deputy Defence Minister Timur
Ivanov was detained on Tuesday at
work by the Federal Security Service
(FSB), the main successor to the
Soviet-era KGB, for accepting large
bribes.

Moscow’s Basmanny District Court
ordered Ivanov be Kkept in custody
until June 23. Ivanov, 48, was shown in
uniform standing in a glass cage in
court, frowning slightly, footage
released by the court service showed.

“The investigation believes that
Ivanov entered into a criminal con-
spiracy with third parties, teamed up
with them in advance to commit an
organised crime by an organised
group,” the court service said.

It said the conspiracy was to
receive “property and services on a
particularly large scale during con-
tract and sub-contract work for the
ministry of defence.”

Ivanov, who said he was innocent,
faces 15 years in jail if convicted. State
media gave the case full coverage.

The sudden arrest of an ally of
Shoigu, who Putin tasked with fight-
ing the war in Ukraine, triggered spec-
ulation about a battle within the elite
and of a public crackdown on the cor-
ruption that has plagued Russia’s
post-Soviet armed forces.

Some Russian bloggers, who have
accused senior generals of incompe-
tence, rejoiced at the apparent fall of a
top military official long linked to the
ostentatious opulence which Putin
has made clear he does not want to see
displayed in wartime.

A Russian source, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said Ivanov was a
close ally of Shoigu and that his arrest
was a sharp blow for the defence min-
ister. Shoigu, a Putin ally and one of
Russia’s most powerful men, is widely
expected to keep his position in a com-
ing government reshuffle.

The Kremlin said Putin and Shoigu
had been informed. The defence min-
istry made no comment. A close friend

of Ivanov, Sergei Borodin, was also
charged with conspiring to take
bribes. Ivanov, who has served as dep-
uty minister since 2016, was in charge
of property management, housing,
construction and mortgages at the
defence ministry, whose spending has
spiralled since the war began.

The TASS state news agency said
the investigation into Ivanov has been
under way for some time and that the
FSB’s military counter-intelligence
department was involved.

The Kremlin dismissed a Russian
report that Ivanov may be suspected
of treason as pure speculation.

"

vanov is one of
the wealthiest men
in Russia’s security
structures.

_

Ivanov had long been the subject of
journalistic investigations. Russia’s
Anti-Corruption Foundation, headed
by the late Russian opposition leader
Alexei Navalny, had alleged that
Ivanov and his family lived a life of
luxury including yachts, helicopters,
visits to the French Riviera, purchas-
es of diamonds and a 19th Century
mansion in Moscow.

Forbes magazine listed Ivanov as
one of the wealthiest men in Russia’s
security structures. Other investiga-
tions alleged corruption in Russia’s
reconstruction of the Ukrainian city
of Mariupol now controlled by
Russian forces.

Ivanov was unable to comment as
he was in detention. Putin last month
ordered the FSB to root out corruption
in state defence procurement.

Ivanov, who graduated with from
Moscow State University with a math-
ematics degree, rose through the
ranks of Russia’s state atomic energy
sector before becoming deputy head
of the Moscow region government
under Shoigu, who was then governor.

Some Russian military bloggers
have long accused top generals of cor-
ruption, especially after the army’s
hurried withdrawal from parts of
Ukraine after over-extending itself
during the first days of the invasion.

Some Palestinians forced
to flee homes as Israel

shells nQrthern

W LU 48 PLs

Gaza

REUTERS

Displaced Palestinians, who fled their homes due to Israeli strikes, shelter in a
UNRWA-affiliated school in Deir Al-Balah, in the central Gaza Strip on Tuesday.

U REUTERS
CAIRO/JERUSALEM, APRIL 24

Some Palestinian civilians were flee-
ing their homes in northern Gaza on
Wednesday just weeks after returning
because of an Israeli bombardment
which they said was as intense as
those at the start of the war.

Much of the shelling was focused
for a second day on Beit Lahiya on the
northern edge of Gaza, where the
Israeli military gave evacuation
orders to four neighbourhoods on
Tuesday, warning they were in a “dan-
gerous combat zone”.

After weeks of relative calm, Israel
intensified its attacks overnight on
Monday, focusing on areas - particu-
larly in the north - from where it had
previously withdrawn troops, saying
the Palestinian militant group Hamas
was no longer in control.

Israel’s military said on Wednesday
it was ready to launch a ground
assault on the southern city of Rafah,
which it regards as Hamas’ last bas-
tion and which is the only part of
Gaza not yet subjected to a ground
offensive.

The operation will proceed when
the military receives government
approval, a senior defence official
told Reuters.

Plans for an attack on the city,
where more than 1 million people have
been displaced, have caused wide-
spread international concern. Aid
agencies have warned of a potential
humanitarian catastrophe and US
President Joe Biden has urged Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
not to invade Rafah.

Moving civilians out of harm’s way

will be an important part of Israel’s
strategy, a government spokesperson
said. Israel has said it will eradicate
Hamas following the militant group’s
rampage in southern Israel on October
7 in which 1,200 people were killed and
253 were taken hostage, according to
Israeli tallies.

The war, now in its seventh month,
has Kkilled over 34,000 Palestinians,
and many more are feared buried in
rubble. The offensive has laid to waste
much of the enclave, displacing most
of its 2.3 million people and creating a
humanitarian crisis.

In the past 24 hours, Israeli strikes
have killed at least 79 Palestinians
and wounded 86, the Gaza Health
Ministry said.

Two people were Killed in a strike
on a house in Rafah, four were
killed when a missile hit a group
standing outside a supermarket in the
Al-Nuseirat refugee camp and one was
killed in a strike on a house in Deir
Al-Balah, central Gaza, Palestinian
health officials said.

Residents in northern Gaza and
suburbs of Gaza City reported heavy
shelling.

“We don’t know why this is all hap-
pening. Is it because we returned
home and we finally got some aid
through after months of starvation
and the Israelis didn’t like that?” said
Mohammad Jamal, 29, a resident of
Gaza City, near Zeitoun, one of Gaza’s
oldest suburbs.

“It is as if the war started again. As
if it is just happening, they burnt up
the place,” he told Reuters via a chat
app. Asked about Wednesday’s devel-
opments, the Israeli military had no
immediate comment.

Myanmar rebel group

withdraws from key
town on Thai border

U REUTERS
BANGKOK, APRIL 24

An armed ethnic group in Myanmar has
withdrawn its troops from a town along the
Thai border following a counteroffensive by
the ruling junta from whom rebel fighters
wrested the key trading post this month, a
spokesperson for the group said on
Wednesday. Myanmar is locked in a civil war
between the military on one side and, on the
other, a loose alliance of established ethnic
minority armies and a resistance movement
born out of the ruling junta’s bloody crack-
down on dissent after its 2021 coup.

The Karen National Union (KNU) made a
“temporary retreat” from Myawaddy, its
spokesperson, Saw Taw Nee, said after the
return of junta soldiers to the vital strategic
area that is a conduit for annual foreign
trade of more than $1 billion. Armed sol-
diers from a militia with a history of shifting
allegiances, the Karen National Army, were
clearing barricades and patrolling the town
of 200,000 people, two residents said, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity.

U1 ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, APRIL 24

Ukraine for the first time has begun
using long-range ballistic missiles
provided secretly by the United
States, bombing a Russian military
airfield in Crimea last week and
Russian forces in another occupied
area overnight, American officials
said on Wednesday.

Long sought by Ukrainian lead-
ers, the new missiles give Ukraine
nearly double the striking dis-
tance—up to 300 kilometres—that it
had with the mid-range version of
the weapon that it received from the
US last October. One of the officials
said the US is providing more of
these missiles in a new military aid
package signed by President Joe
Biden on Wednesday.

Biden approved delivery of the
long-range Army Tactical Missile
System, known as ATACMS, in
February, and then in March the US
included a “significant” number of

them in a $300 million aid package
announced, one official said.

The two US officials, who spoke
on condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss the delivery before it became
public, would not provide the exact
number of missiles given last month
or in the latest aid package, which
totals about $1 billion.

Ukraine has been forced to ration
its weapons and is facing increasing
Russian attacks. Ukraine had
been begging for the long-range sys-
tem because the missiles provide a
critical ability to strike Russian tar-
gets that are farther away, allowing
Ukrainian forces to stay safely out
of range. Information about the
delivery was kept so quiet that law-
makers and others in recent days
have been demanding that the US
send the weapons—not knowing
they were already in Ukraine.

For months, the US resisted send-
ing Ukraine the long-range missiles
out of concern that Kyiv could use
them to hit deep into Russian terri-

Ukraine uses long-range missiles from
US to hit Russian-held areas: Officials

tory, enraging Moscow and escalat-
ing the conflict. That was a key rea-
son the administration sent the mid-
range version, with a range of about
160 kilometres, in October instead.

Admiral Christopher Grady, vice
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, said Wednesday that the White
House and military planners looked
carefully at the risks of providing
long-range fires to Ukraine and
determined that the time was right
to provide them now.

He told The Associated Press that
long-range weapons will help
Ukraine take out Russian logistics
nodes and troop concentrations not
on the front lines. Grady declined to
identify what specific weapons were
being provided but said they will be
“very disruptive if used properly,
and I’'m confident they will be.”

Like many of the other sophisti-
cated weapons systems provided to
Ukraine, the administration
weighed whether their use would
risk further escalating the conflict.

Rush hour chaos in London as 5 military horses
run amok after getting spooked during exercise

U1 ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, APRIL 24

Five military horses spooked by noise
from a nearby building site bolted
during routine exercises on
Wednesday near Buckingham Palace,
unseating four riders and causing
chaos as they galloped loose through
central London streets and collided
with vehicles during the busy morn-
ing rush hour.

It is believed the chaos erupted
when the horses from the Household
Cavalry, which were conducting an
extended exercise for an upcoming
military parade, became alarmed by
the sound of concrete falling off a
moving walkway at a construction
site in Belgravia, a swanky neighbour-
hood just to the west of the palace.

Five of the seven horses ran off
with four soldiers thrown off. Three of
them were hospitalized with injuries.

The riderless horses then ran
through main roads in central London,

e 3
AP/RSS

Two horses on the loose bolt through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday.

hitting vehicles and stunning com-
muters as they headed to work. The
horses were all captured shortly after
and are undergoing medical tests.

Witnesses saw one of the loose ani-
mals crashing into a taxi waiting out-
side the Clermont Hotel nearby, shat-
tering windows. Another of the ani-

mals crashed into a tour bus, smash-
ing the windshield.

Pictures and videos shared widely
across social media showed two of the

horses—one white, one black—run-
ning at speed down Aldwych, in
between London’s historic financial
centre and the busy West End theater
district. The white horse’s face and
legs were soaked in blood. A British
Army spokesperson was not able to
confirm what caused the injury.

Megan Morra, who was on her way
to work, told the BBC that she saw the
striking image of the white horse with
a head injury.

“There was a lot of blood,” she said.
“I was a bit distressed to be honest,
looking at the poor horse.”

The horses are from the Household
Cavalry, the ceremonial guard of the
monarch and a regular feature of
state functions in London.

“All of the horses have now been
recovered and returned to camp,” an
army spokesperson said. ‘A number
of personnel and horses have been
injured and are receiving the appro-
priate medical attention.”

The London Ambulance Service
said it treated four people across three
separate incidents in the space of 10
minutes after the horses ran amok
around 8:30 am
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Liverpool line up
Slot as Klopp’s
SUCCESSOr

U REUTERS
LONDON, APRIL 24

Liverpool have lined up Feyenoord
coach Arne Slot as successor to
departing manager Juergen Klopp
and have opened negotiations with the
Eredivisie club, Dutch media reported
on Wednesday.

The Algemeen Dagblad newspaper
said Liverpool made contact with
Feyenoord on Wednesday morning.

Slot was heavily linked with a possi-
ble move to Tottenham Hotspur last
year, but opted to stay at Feyenoord
and signed a contract extension with
the Dutch side until 2026.

He has been widely praised for his
innovative, attacking football with
Feyenoord, winning the league title in
the 2022-23 season, as well as the
KNVB Cup on Sunday. In his first sea-
son at Feyenoord, he also led the
Rotterdam club to the final of the
inaugural Europa Conference League.

Klopp announced in January that
he would stand down as Liverpool
manager at the end of the season.

Rangnick confirms
contact with Bayern

Munich

U REUTERS
BERLIN, APRIL 24

Austria coach Ralf Rangnick on
Wednesday said Bayern Munich had
been in touch, with the German club
in search of a successor to departing
Thomas Tuchel.

Rangnick said he was not dealing
with any potential Bayern interest at
the moment, with his focus firmly
on the Euro 2024 starting in Germany
in June.

“There has been contact from the
side of Bayern Munich and I have
informed the Austrian Football
Association,” Rangnick told Austrian
website 90 Minuten. “My focus is on
the Austrian national team. We are
focusing completely on the European
championships.”

Bayern, who had won the previous
11 league titles, missed out on this
season’s Bundesliga trophy with
Bayer Leverkusen securing their first
ever league crown five matches before
the end of the season.

Tuchel is leaving a year earlier than
his contract after a disappointing
domestic campaign that also saw them
eliminated in the German Cup by
third-tier Saarbruecken. Bayern, how-
ever, are still in the running for one
title, having reached the Champions
League semi-finals where they face
Real Madrid next week.

Prajapati, Nagarkoti share lead

Dinesh Prajapati cards 4-under 64, while overnight leader Bhuwan Nagarkoti plays 1-under
6/ for the 36-hole total score of 2-under 134 at the Surya Nepal Kathmandu Open.
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Dinesh Prajapati (left) and Bhuvan Nagarkoti play shots during the Surya Nepal Kathmandu Open in Kathmandu on Wednesday.

U1 SPORTS BUREAU
KATHMANDU, APRIL 24

Dinesh Prajapati and Bhuvan
Nagarkoti shared the lead after the
second round of the Surya Nepal
Kathmandu Open, the seventh event
under the Surya Nepal Golf Tour 2023-
24, at the par-68 Royal Nepal Golf Club
on Wednesday.

Prajapati carded 4-under 64 on the
second day, while overnight leader
Nagarkoti played 1-under 67 for the
36-hole total score of 2-under 134.

Prajapati and Nagarkoti are two
strokes ahead of Rabi Khadka,
who carded 1-under 67 for an even-par
136 total.

Rame Magar, Niraj Tamang and
Bhuwan Kumar Rokka are tied for
fourth at 1-over 137.

Magar matched the best card of the
day scoring 4-under 64, while Tamang
and Rokka played even-par 68 each.

Jayram Shrestha and Sanjay
Lama share the seventh position at
2-over 138 after both of them carded
even-par 68.

Subash Tamang, who made the
Surya Nepal Golf Tour debut as a pro-
fessional golfer, carded 1-unde 67 and
he is ninth at 3-over 139.

Purna Prasad Sharma and Dhana
Bahadur Thapa are tied for 10th at

4-over 140. Both of them played 2-over
70 in the second round.

Cut was applied at 17-over 153 and 22
pros and four amateur golfers pro-
gressed to the final two rounds.

Toran Shahi, Tanka Bahadur Karki,
Pradip Kumar Lama, Krishna Man
Rajbahak, Tashi Ghale, Bhimsen
Chaulagain, Basanta Raj Gurung,
Ram Krishna Shrestha, Pashupati
Sharma, Bhu Bahadur Gurung and
Kishan Kaliraj Sunar made it to the
money-making final 36 holes in
pro section.

In the amateur section, Tashi
Tsering opened up a one-stroke lead
over Nepal number one amateur golf-
er Sadbhav Acharya.

Tsering carded 2-under 66 for a
36-hole total of 2-over 138, while
Acharya carded 1-under 67 and slipped
to second at 3-over 139.

National team member Rahul BK is
third at 10-over 146 after he played
even-par 68.

Bharat Thapa Magar also survived
the pro cut and progressed to the final
two rounds.

Co-leader Prajapati moved four
places up to the top to join overnight
leader Nagarkoti.

Prajapati carded 3-under 31 on the
front nine and played 1-under 33 on
the back nine. He carded four birdies

HOROSCOPE

on the first, fourth, sixth and seventh
holes, while he faced a lone bogey on
the fifth hole before taking the turn.
He carded birdies on the 10th and 14th
holes before dropping a shot on the
15th hole.

Former Nepal number one pro
Nagarkoti carded 2-under 32 after tak-
ing the turn at even-par 34. He began
the day with a birdie before facing a
double bogey on the fourth hole. He
carded another birdie on the sixth to
take the turn at even-par 34. He then
carded four birdies on the 10th, 13th,
15th and 16th holes and dropped shots
on the 14th and 18th holes.

Another former top pro, Khadka
carded 4-under 30 on the front nine
and played 3-over 37 on the back nine.
He sank two eagles on the first and
fourth holes and carded a birdie on the
seventh hole, while he faced a lone
bogey on the third hole. On the back
nine, he faced three straight bogeys on
the 14th, 15th and 16th holes.

The event carries a total purse of
Rs703,500. The winner will bag a
cheque of Rs120,000. The runner-up
will take home Rs82,000 while the
third-placed golfer will earn Rs66,000.
Fourth-placed and fifth-placed finish-
ers will earn Rs55,000 and Rs43,000
respectively. Others in the top 21 will
also receive their share of cash prizes.

Havertz coming good at
perfect time for Arsenal

His 12 goals in all competitions looks a decent return while
his all-round play gives Arsenal’s attacking a flexibility.

U1 REUTERS
LONDON, APRIL 24

Kai Havertz took a long time to win
over the Arsenal fans after his sum-
mer move from Chelsea but there will
be few doubters left after his clinical
double against his old club on Tuesday
helped fire his side open up a lead in
the Premier League title race.

The 24-year-old German produced
two clinical finishes after the break as
Arsenal accelerated to a 5-0 victory
that sent a powerful message to
Liverpool and Manchester City.

Havertz took 10 appearances to
mark his first Arsenal goal and for
those first few months in north
London the player who scored the win-
ner for Chelsea in a Champions
League final looked like a player
struggling for identity.

But those difficult times now look
behind him and 12 goals in all compe-
titions looks a decent return while his
all-round play gives Arsenal’s attack-
ing flexibility.

“He deserves it. He’s been outstand-
ing since he’s come in. You don’t real-
ise how good he is until you play with
him,” Ben White, who also scored
twice, said.

Manager Mikel Arteta showed loy-
alty to Havertz earlier in the season
and is now being richly rewarded with
the former Bayer Leverkusen striker
unleashing his full potential.

“His overall contribution in every
phase of play was tremendous,”
Arteta said. “When you add the two
goals he scored and some of the link-
up play that he had in big moments, it
was a great performance.”

While Manchester City still have a
fourth successive Premier League title
in their own hands, the nature of
Arsenal’s demolition of Chelsea piled
on the pressure.

City are four points back with two
games in hand but Arsenal’s huge goal
difference advantage is effectively
worth another point.

Arteta will be watching and hoping
for any slip-ups as his side begin to
prepare for Sunday’s seismic north
London derby at Tottenham Hotspur.

“We have to do our job. Now we have
to wait and see (for Liverpool and
Manchester City’s results),” Arteta
said. “We have a lot of games coming
up. Let’s enjoy tonight and let’s go
back to work.”

While Arsenal will head into the
final weeks on a high, Chelsea’s recent
revival appears to have run out of
steam.

While they were without Premier
League joint top scorer Cole Palmer
and had a re-shuffled back four
because of injuries, their second-half
capitulation was worrying.

They remain ninth and their
hopes of qualifying for Europe as a
consolation for a mediocre season are
receding.

“We were not aggressive and we did
not concentrate in situations where it
is easy to find the solution. That is
why we’re so disappointed,” manager
Mauricio Pochettino said.

“It is difficult to talk about objec-
tives. If we compete like Saturday (in
the FA Cup semi-final defeat by Man
City), OK. But if we compete like
today, do I think we deserve to go into
Europe? I think in this way, no.”

AP/RSS

Kai Havertz (left) scored twice in Arsenal’s 5-0 rout of Chelsea in London on Tuesday.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)

The morning gets off to a rocky start exaggerat-
ing any unexpected snafus that might pop up.
Good vibes flow this afternoon making it easier
to dissolve away tension, power struggles, or
obsessive behaviours. You'll feel elevated this
evening.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Stay grounded while navigating these vibes,
consciously separating your energy from those
you encounter to make clearer decisions.
Consider planning a date night or dinner with
your friends this afternoon nudging you to seek
positive interactions.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

Don’t be afraid to ask for help, and consider out-
lining a clear to-do list to stay on course. You’ll
feel elevated and socially open later, marking it
crucial to circle back to any new connections
you made.

1IN

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

Go only where you can be authentically your-
self, hiding away from judgmental prying eyes.
Your career should see some positive growth
though it’'ll be necessary to use your voice,
demonstrate accountability, and show off your
skillset.

LEO (July 23-August 22)

Try not to take it personally if you encounter a
few stoic people this morning. People could
become shockingly insensitive without realis-
ing it, making it important that you find ways to
love and support yourself and do something
bold.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22)

Pay attention to any ingenious ideas or moments
of inspiration that find you this morning. Flirty
vibes flow throughout the afternoon marking
the perfect time to make a move on your latest
crush. Do something restorative at night.

A

LIBRA (September 23-October 22)

Invest your time, energy, and resources wisely
this morning. The day will bring forth unpre-
dictable growth and opportunities to prosper. If
you’'ve been struggling with romantic issues
you can breathe a sigh of relief as things will
improve.

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21)

Love may strike in odd ways this morning. Lean
into the day by spreading joy and offering small
gifts or gestures to loved ones as a statement of
appreciation. Things will get easier related to
task completion.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)

Focus on ways to nurture your creative visions
throughout the afternoon, dear Sagittarius.
You’ll perk up this evening sharpening your
perspective and sense of self. Pay attention to
any profound thoughts or conversations that
manifest tonight.

&

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19)

Make it a point to shine brightly while standing
out amongst the crowds. This energy can help
you break through social barriers both online
and within the community. Plan on capping off
the day with some much-needed solitude.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18)

You may feel pulled in too many directions today,
intensifying strain between your private and
public affairs. Though exciting changes may be
brewing in your time, try not to lose sight of
long-term goals and current responsibilities.

PISCES (February 19-March 20)

This morning electrifies your aura, offering
guidance while granting the motivation and
luck to reach major goals. The day will help you
reconnect with your senses and the material
world. Show that you’re bold enough to pursue
your dreams. AUSTROLOGY.COM

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU
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Writers should explore all aspects of their identity in writing

Mukahang Limbu discusses his love for reading and the challenges he faced while establishing himself as a Nepali migrant writer in the UK.

ukahang Limbu is a Nepali

writer based in Oxford, UK.

He has received global recog-

nition for his poetry, winning

the Foyle Young Poet Award
by The Poetry Society three times, in 2016,
2017 and 2018, and the Qutspoken Prize from
the Out-Spoken Press in 2019.

His work has been published in various
collections, including ‘England: Poems from
a School’ and ‘Nascent’. In 2023, Limbu won
the prestigious Eric Gregory Award for his
debut book, ‘Mother of Flip-Flops’, which
was published in 2022.

In an interview with the Post’s Aarati Ray,
Limbu shares his love for reading, how it
influences his writing, and the challenges

that he faced while establishing himself
as a Nepali migrant writer in the UK.
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ANNIE ERNAL

AMan’s Place

Author: Annie Ernaux
Publisher:  Seven Stories Press
Year: 1983

This book recounts the tale of a daughter coming
to terms with her upbringing as she paints a
picture of her father’s life and passing. Ernaux’s
writing can resonate with diverse readers.

&

How connected were you with
reading growing up?

I started reading when
my family moved to the
UK in 2007. When I
was eight, a friend
lent me a couple of
books on a school
bus; that is when

T was hooked.
E v e n
though my
parents
didn’t really
push me to
read at

NE

home, they
sometimes

./ the library,

f where I
/ mythology
books like
fiction novels like
the ‘Harry Potter’
years later, I was
obsessed with

, took me to

r e a d
‘Ramayana’, and
series. A couple of
books, even staying

PHOTO: COURTESY OF MUKAHANG LIMBU

Essays & Opirions on Nepal

MANJUSHREE THAPAS

The Lives We Have Lost
Author:  Manjushree Thapa
Publisher: Penguin Group
Year: 2011

Thapa is among authors | admire a lot. In her
book, she offers insights into the political
landscape of Nepal post-2001. This book has
been helped me enhance my understanding
of Nepali socio-political dynamics.

up late during school breaks and holidays
just to read. In my teens, I was really into
fiction.

Nowadays, I mostly read memoirs, poetry
and translated literature. Recently, I have
been exploring French and Italian authors
like Annie Ernaux and Elena Ferrante as

well.

—BOOK TALK ———

How connected do you feel to Nepali litera-
ture given your upbringing abroad?

I have to admit, 'm not as connected to
Nepali literature as I would like to be. When
I was younger, I could understand some
Nepali, but living in the UK made it difficult
to keep up with reading in Nepali. However, I
do follow some authors like Muna Gurung
and Manjushree Thapa.

I've also checked out collections
from Kathmandu Post. I'm still working on
building a stronger connection to Nepali
literature.

What inspired you to write your debut book,
‘Mother of Flip-flops'?

Well, you can interpret it as an influence of
me moving abroad when I was young as well
but it’s mainly about my relationship with
my mother, family dynamics, and a bit about
Gurkha history, as my grandfather was a
Gurkha soldier.

Could we interpret the emphasis on your
relationship with your mother in the debut
book as a metaphor for your connection
with the motherland?

Memories from Nepal often find their
way into my poems and writings. While
my relationship with my mother might touch
on aspects of my upbringing in Nepal, I
think it’s more about my childhood

experiences there.

I'm always reflecting on Nepal and
wondering what my life would have been like
if I had stayed there. Would I be a national
badminton player instead of a writer? The
elements of Nepal and migration are pres-
ent, but it’s not always the central focus.

I also believe good poems should not
narrow themselves down to one specific
theme; they leave room for interpretation
and spark a plurality of ideas.

What's your take on the notion that reading
fiction is merely a pastime and not as signif-
icant or serious as other forms of literature?

Everyone is entitled to their opinion but I
think fiction is serious too. It’s not just made-
up stories; it’s a mix of imagination and
what authors observe in the world around
them. Whether it’s about society, politics or
personal change, fiction can be insightful.

Sure, some people might see certain types
of literature as more important, but I think
people should only read what they like. There
shouldn’t be a hierarchy when it comes to
reading.

You also worked as the editor-in-chief for
Oxford University’s student magazine, ‘The
Isis’ How different is editing from writing?

Editing is something I really love. Every
writer, including myself, needs to edit their
work. Even if you think a piece of work is
your magnum opus, you must edit it.

Through editing, I have learned a great
deal about how others shape their writing
and thinking. This has also helped me evalu-
ate and improve my own writing. I have
learned to strike a balance between objectiv-
ity and subjectivity Even today, my best
friend and I share our work and assist each
other with editing. I find this practice essen-
tial for growth in writing and learning.

As a young poet and a member of the Nepali
diaspora, what challenges have you encoun-
tered in establishing yourself in the UK?

While being a migrant is an inherent part of
who I am, I don’t want to be limited to being
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My Brilliant Friend

Author:  ElenaFerrante
Publisher: Penguin Random House
Year: 2012 (English)

This is a heartfelt story revolving around the
friendship of two women, Elena and Lila.
Ferrante’s writing breathes life into these
characters, capturing not only their essence
but also offering a vivid portrayal of Italy.

On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous

Author:  OceanVuong
Publisher: Penguin Press
Year: 2019

Vuong's hook tells a story of a son who writes a
letter to his mother, even though she can't read
it. Vuong soulfully writes about people who feel
stuck between different worlds, and questions
how we can help each other.

just that. It can be challenging to break out of
that box of definition, especially when peo-
ple only see you as a migrant writer.

Furthermore, it’s tough for Nepali migrant
writers to establish themselves in the English
literary scene and find opportunities for
publication in a foreign country.

There is also the challenge of deciding
what to write about as a Nepali writer. Are
we just reinforcing stereotypes by focusing
on mountains and nature, or is there more to
our identity and experiences that we should
be exploring? It’s a fine balance between stay-
ing true to ourselves and avoiding extending
clichés about Nepali culture.

There is also a lack of prominent Nepali
figures and voices in the UK literary scene
for young people like us to look up to and
model ourselves after.

Do you feel pressure to represent Nepal in a
certain way while also catering to the expec-
tations of the literary landscape of the UK?

Personally, I haven’t felt pressured to present
Nepal in a specific light or to portray a glam-
orous image of it. I believe it’s unrealistic
and even dangerous for one person to be
expected to represent an entire country or
community.

While I do feel responsible towards my
country and consider the impact of my
words, I try not to put too much pressure on
myself to be a spokesperson for Nepal.
Instead, I focus on writing about topics that
resonate with me.

What advice would you offer to young writ-
ers who are worried about being typecast
based on their themes or identities?

My suggestion is to explore all aspects of
your identity and interests in your writing.
While it’s great to explore topics that are
meaningful to you, don’t limit yourself to
just one subject.

For example, if people are labelling you as
a migrant poet, that’s okay if migration is a
big theme in your work. However, make sure
to also explore other aspects of your identity
and experiences. No one is just one thing or
has just one side, after all. It’s important to
ensure that how you’re being perceived
aligns with how you want to be seen.

THE AN Tk
PERSEVERANCE

The Perseverance

Author:  Raymond Antrobus
Publisher: Penned in the Margins
Year: 2018

Antrobus is one of my favourite poets. His words
inspire readers with their sincerity. The poems in
his book touch on themes of loss, language and
tribute, exploring the poet's experience of losing
his father and navigating life as a deaf person.
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After four decades in music, Jon Bon Jowvi
1s optimistic and still rocking

The band’s next album, ‘Forever’ hits stores June 7 and its first single ‘Legendary’ is out now.
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Story,” debuts Friday on Hulu.
In a Q&A, Bon Jovi talks about his
voice, his famous hair, the music indus-

don’t have time for it. And I respect the
craft far too much to think I'm going to
walk on a set and hit my marks and call

contributions

The Kathmandu Post invites well-re-
searched and creative pitches for
‘Fiction Park’ stories and feature arti-
cles—travelogues, book reviews, as well
as pieces on technology, culture and
lifestyle. To ensure your articles get our
attention, please keep the following
things in mind when inquiring about
and submitting your pieces.

All your stories should be pitched to
the Features desk, not the editor. Email
your piece or pitch (along with a
high-resolution headshot and a one-line
bio) to tkpfeatures@gmail.com.

We will respond only to well-written
stories and pitches that have original
ideas. Plagiarism will lead to blacklist-
ing. We suggest that you google your
pitch before writing to us. If you're
submitting an article that the Post or
other publications have already cov-
ered, tell us why your piece offers some-
thing new.

The Post receives dozens of pitches
every day from aspiring writers and
students. We cannot respond to every
single email, but if we like your idea,
we will get back to you.

hen Jon Bon Jovi agreed
to let director Gotham

Chopra follow him

try and his work ethic.

with a and brevity.

documentary camera to

delve into the history of
his band, Bon Jovi, he didn’t anticipate it
would catch him at a major low point in

his career.

intensity, and how are you now?

The band was launching a tour, and

despite doing all he could do to be vocally

ready, the ‘Livin’ on a Prayer’

struggled through songs and couldn’t hit

the notes the way he used to.
Critics noticed and wrote abou

review from Pioneer Press in St Paul,
Minnesota, said: “It felt like he had

forgotten how to sing.”
In a recent

interview with The
Associated Press, Bon Jovi said the reac-

singer

tit. A

sively better.

tion at the time was “heartbreaking.”

After exhausting holistic options, he saw
a doctor who said one of his vocal cords

was atrophying.

“This was unique. It wasn’t a nodule.
The strong (vocal cord) was pushing the

from your dad?

weak one around, and suddenly, my ina-

bilities were just exacerbated,” said Bon

Jovi. He underwent major surgery
still recovering.

“Every day is sort of like doing curls
with weights and just getting them both to
be the same size and to function together.”

This year has been a turning point. In

February, he performed for an au

and is

dience thing. Genetics works in my favor.

for the first time since his surgery at the

MusiCares Person of the Year benefit

gala where he was also named Person of

The Year. The band’s next album, ‘Forever’

hits stores June 7, and its first

‘Legendary’ is out now. The four-part,
‘Thank You, Goodnight: The Bon Jovi

single

The work you put in behind-the-scenes is
like a quarterback in between football
games. Are you still rehearsing at that

I’'m doing great. The record was easy to
do. The process has been steady. Would I
like it to be a light switch? Yeah. I said to
the doctor, ‘I want to flip the switch and
be done with this.” It’s just not how it
works. Like an athlete coming back from
an ACL tear or whatever, it just takes
time. The therapy is still intensive
and yet I'm confident that it gets progres-

We learn in the docuseries that your
father was a barber. You've always
been known for having good hair,
especially in the 1980’s. Does that come

Not in as much where he sat down and
said, ‘T've got this idea.’ Really, I was a
byproduct of what was the 80s. Those
were my baby pictures. I love laugh-
ing at them. Now, I can jokingly at
least say, ‘After 40 years of a career, I
still have all my hair.’ That is a good

Do you ever think about acting again?

I do, on occasion. My day job then
comes back to get in the way. In truth,
I’ve got a big record coming out, and
I’'m hoping to go out on the road, so I

that acting.

Answers have been edited for clarity

Your work ethic stands out in ‘“Thank You,
Goodnight” We see in the early
days you would sleep at

the music studio. b
Where does that ot
come from?

If you're not
going to be great,
the guy that’s i
coming in tomor- 4
row night is going
to be better. This
isn’t a career that

AP/RSS

you should take lightly. There’s a million
other young guys that are waiting to take
your spot. And there are no guarantees in
this business...You have to win hearts in
order to win people’s hard-earned dollar.
If you’re asking them to stay with you for
four decades, that’s a task. You better be
one of the greats or else good luck.

Alot of musicians are selling their music
catalog. Would you?

For some, it makes sense because they
need to. For some, it makes sense
because they want to. I just find (Bon
Jovi’s music) to be my baby, and I have
no desire at this juncture in my life to
ever even consider it.

The music industry is such a singles
market now. Did you ever consider just
putting out some new songs and not an
entire album?

See, I'm the opposite. I can
only put out an album. I do
all T know how to do. I have to
tell the complete story. It has
to be the beginning, a middle
and an end because that’s

who and what we are.

How do you describe the new
album?

What comes through is joy. My
goal with this record was to cap-
ture joy which for these last few
years has been difficult, whether
it’s the dark cloud of COVID that the
world experienced or my own person-
al journey. With this record, I
think we captured joy.
- Associated Press
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