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Ride-sharing
driver's death
exposes cracks in
Nepal's gig economy

O SAJANA BARAL
KATHMANDU, JULY 11

The self-immolation and subsequent
death of Ganesh Nepali, a ride-shar-
ing driver, has brought renewed
attention to the precarious working
conditions faced by thousands of
workers in Nepal’s rapidly expanding
digital gig economy.

Working at their own expense and
risk, ride-sharing drivers navigate
Kathmandu’s streets without any
guarantee of a minimum income
while facing mounting financial pres-
sure, traffic enforcement and limited
legal protection. Experts say Nepal’s
labour laws have failed to keep pace
with platform-based employment,
leaving gig workers caught between
traditional employment regulations
and rapidly evolving digital business
models. Sujan Magar, a Pathao rider
for the past two-and-a-half years, said
the incident outside the Department
of Passports has left many drivers
shaken.
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s Nepal's platform
economy expands,
thousands of workers
tackle rising costs,
shrinking earnings and
inadequate safeguardSJ

“Who can say the same thing won’t
happen to us?” Magar said. “These
days, I am afraid to even go out on the
road. Whenever I head towards
Sundhara or Bagbazar and see traffic
police, my heart sinks.”

He said recent proposals to increase
traffic fines and tighten enforcement
have disproportionately affected
ride-sharing and delivery workers.

“Reports that traffic police are col-
lecting millions of rupees in fines
every day frighten us,” he said.
“Roadside checks have become much
stricter. We travel the same routes
several times a day, and every trip
comes with the fear of being stopped.”

Drivers have also voiced frustration
on social media, saying they are often
fined while picking up or dropping off
passengers and that they are frequent-
ly subjected to rude treatment by traf-
fic police.

A profession many

describe as a burden

Taxi driver Ram Thapa said driving in
Kathmandu has become increasingly
difficult. “Working as a driver in
Kathmandu—or anywhere in Nepal—
now feels like a curse,” he said.

“Drivers face hardships from every
direction, and earning a living
through this profession is becoming
more painful by the day.”

Many drivers are equally dissatis-
fied with ride-sharing platforms such
as Pathao, InDrive and Yango. They
argue that the companies treat them
merely as income-generating partners
while distancing themselves whenev-
er drivers face hardship.

>> Continued on page 2

‘Sate’ shelter for evicted
squatters fails monsoon test

Families relocated from riverbanks lose their homes and belongings

again as the government’s holding ¢
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Landless squatters who were earlier evicted from riverside settlements prepare to leave the Radha Swami Satsang holding centre in Kirtipur,
Kathmandu, on Saturday after floodwaters entered the facility overnight. They will be housed in a nearby facility until further arrangement.

O SAMARPAN SHREE
KATHMANDU, JULY 11

On April 24, Prime Minister Balendra
Shah shared photographs of flooded
riverside settlements on his social
media page. He argued landless
squatters living along the riverbanks
were unsafe and needed immediate
relocation.

“Whether you remember or choose
to forget, every year thousands of peo-
ple living on Kathmandu'’s riverbanks
have to flee for their lives during the
monsoon, leaving all their belongings
behind,” wrote Shah. “This is a peren-
nial issue. I have repeatedly written
and stated that we must securely relo-
cate these residents before the next
monsoon arrives.”

The following day, government
bulldozers began demolishing the
settlements. When opposition law-
makers questioned the aggressive
eviction drive in Parliament on May
31, Shah reiterated his stance, stating
that the administration was not expel-
ling the citizens but simply moving
them to safety.

However, the very holding centre
designated by the government as
a safe haven has proven to be equally
perilous. On Saturday morning,
the Radha Swami Satsang holding
centre in Kirtipur was heavily flooded
following torrential rainfall, leaving
displaced families helpless and in a
state of despair.

By 5:00 am, the entire shelter was
waterlogged, forcing the landless
squatters to stand outside in the cold,
staring blankly at the water.

The Bagmati river had been rising
rapidly since Friday evening due to

heavy rains. Around 00:30 am on
Saturday, panic erupted inside the
Kirtipur holding centre as water
breached the compound.

Gayatri Shrestha, carrying two
bags over her shoulders, held the hand
of her four-year-old daughter, who was
rubbing her eyes. Her daughter stood
barefoot on the cold ground.

“We couldn’t save her shoes, clothes,
or schoolbooks. Everything was flood-
ed,” said Gayatri, looking down at her
daughter’s downcast face.

Gayatri, an evacuee, recounted wak-
ing up to chaotic shouts. “The water
was already rising rapidly inside our
tent. We woke up in a state of panic,
grabbed two bags and a few identity
documents, and rushed outside.”

[ p

olice reached the
scene around 2:00 am
after floodwaters
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For many, the flood swept away
essential lifelines. Gayatri sighed
deeply as she looked at her children.

“My daughter is left with only the
single dress she was wearing,”
she said. “More importantly, my medi-
cal records from a heart surgery
twelve years ago and all my prescrip-
tion medications were left behind in
the tent.”

The holding centre had been accom-
modating families evicted from the
Thapathali and Shantinagar squatter
settlements since April 25. These fam-

ilies had been living in temporary
tents inside the complex.

“The government told us they
brought us here to protect us from
floods,” said Kamali Uraon, leaning
against a concrete wall. “But the flood
here turned out to be much larger
than what we used to face along the
riverbanks.”

Pramila Rai expressed bitter disap-
pointment regarding the prime minis-
ter’s public promises.

“So this is the safe place he prom-
ised us,” she said. “If the prime minis-
ter knew we were unsafe by the river,
how did he fail to realise that this
location was equally dangerous?”

Security personnel arrived at the
scene around 2:00 am after the flood-
waters entered the facility. By morn-
ing, security forces were using boats
to help displaced residents salvage
their submerged belongings.

Kamala Rai, 51, called out to the
rescue teams, asking them to find
her daily medications.

The responders informed her that
the medicines were completely ruined
by the muddy water.

“I take regular medication for high
blood pressure, thyroid, and
cholesterol every morning,” Rai said.
“Now I have no medicine and no clean
drinking water.” Diagnosed with dia-
betes after moving to the holding cen-
tre, Rai expressed financial anxiety. “I
bought these medicines just a few days
ago. Where will I find the money to
buy them all over again?”

Upama Magar, 30, described the ter-
rifying speed of the deluge. “When I
first noticed the floods, the water was
only ankle-deep,” she said.

>> Continued on page 3

Private sector opposes plan
to centralise corporate
social responsibility funds

Business leaders say CSR is a corporate responsibility
rather than a source of government revenue.

O HOM KARKI
KATHMANDU, JULY 11

The government has proposed sweep-
ing changes to corporate social
responsibility (CSR) mobilisation by
requiring companies to deposit their
mandatory CSR allocations into a cen-
trally managed government fund
instead of spending the money direct-
ly on community projects. The move
has triggered strong opposition from
the private sector.

A draft bill to amend the Company
Act prepared by the Ministry of
Industry, Commerce and Supplies, is
said to be a part of broader reforms
aimed at promoting investment and
making company administration sim-
pler and more technology-friendly.

If endorsed, the draft would funda-
mentally alter Nepal’s current CSR
framework under which industries,
banks and financial institutions spend
part of their profits on projects
benefiting communities affected by
their operations.

These typically include education,
healthcare, environmental conserva-
tion, disaster response, sports promo-
tion and local infrastructure.

Under the proposed law, companies
would instead be required to deposit
their CSR allocations into a Corporate
Social Responsibility Fund to be estab-
lished by the government. The fund
would then finance projects selected
under government priorities.

Under the draft bill, companies with
an annual turnover exceeding Rs250
million will be required to deposit at
least one percent of their annual net
profit into the proposed Corporate
Social Responsibility Fund each fiscal
year. The proposal also requires com-
panies with annual turnover below
Rs250 million to contribute to the fund,
although it does not specify how much
they would be required to deposit.

The proposal has alarmed business
leaders, who argue that CSR is a cor-
porate responsibility rather than a
government revenue source.

“This money is not a tax. It does not
belong to the state,” said Anjan
Shrestha, president of the Federation
of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FNCCI). “It is meant to
address the impacts that businesses
create in areas where they operate. It
is about fulfilling corporate responsi-
bility. CSR exists to strengthen respon-
sible business practices, not to finance
general social welfare.”

|_The proposed fund
will finance projects
selected under
government priorities.
_

According to Shrestha, the govern-
ment can legitimately identify priori-
ty sectors for CSR spending but should
not take direct control of the funds
themselves.

“The private sector should continue
implementing CSR programmes while
complying with clear government
guidelines,” he said.

The proposed legislation establish-
es a governing board to administer the
fund. The committee would be chaired
by the minister for industry, com-
merce and supplies and include the
secretaries of the Office of the Prime
Minister and Council of Ministers,
the Ministry of Finance, relevant min-
istries and the National Planning
Commission, along with a deputy gov-
ernor of Nepal Rastra Bank. The
Registrar of Companies would serve
as the member secretary.

>> Continued on page 3

This recent photo shows the Simara Special Economic Zone in Bara.

Chasing the American dream, three Nepali men vanish without a trace

Families trapped between hope, grief and mounting debt as young members lost on the ‘donkey route.

O MAHESH KC
RUKUM WEST, JULY 11

On the wall of a small bedroom in
Khakhara village of Aathbiskot
Municipality-7 in Nepal’s Rukum
West district hangs a photograph
from Dashain, the country’s biggest
Hindu festival.

It shows an entire family smiling.
Everyone in the frame looks happy, in
a moment from a time before their
lives changed forever.

Parimal Khatri carefully took the
photograph down from the wall. He
stared at it for a while. Then, tears
welling up in his eyes, he touched one
of the faces in the picture.

“This is my son. He has been miss-
ing for two years,” he murmured. “We
were together at the Dashain of
October 2024. After that, he left home,
saying he was going to America. Then
he disappeared. We don’t know where
he went.”

He could not finish what he was
saying; his voice failed him. The room
fell silent.

After struggling to hold back tears,
Parimal began to speak about the pain
he had suppressed for two years.

“I have two sons. Dipak is the elder
one. He was 29,” he said. “The younger
one is still at home.”

Dipak KC had been trying to go to
America for four years. For the first
two years, he kept travelling to places
and coming back. “When he came
home in April-May 2024, he stayed for
around 10 days. After he left, we lost
contact with him on June 22, 2024.”

Dipak is not the only young man
from Aathbiskot who vanished while
attempting to reach the United States
through the illegal “donkey route”, a
term referring specifically to the
highly dangerous, illegal migration
routes used to smuggle people into the
United States.

Two other young men from the
municipality, 19-year-old Gopal
KC from Aul in Aathbiskot-7 and
21-year-old Pahal KC from Radi in
Aathbiskot-9, have also been missing
for two years.

Their families now share the same
nightmare: the unbearable pain of
not knowing whether their sons are
alive, and the crushing debt left
behind after paying millions of rupees
to agents who promised to take them
to the United States.

Family members say all three men
last contacted them from Libya two
years ago. Since then, there has been
no news about them.

According to Parimal, an agent
lured Dipak to Kathmandu in April-
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Bhadra Kumari Khatri holds an image of her son Dipak KC on her mobile phone in Aathbiskot

Municipality-7, Rukum West.

May 2022, promising to send him to
America.

After a few days in Kathmandu,
Dipak was taken to Dubai. But he was
eventually sent back to Nepal.

That was the beginning of what his
family describes as a long and trau-
matic journey under the control of
human traffickers.

He was taken from one country to
another, spending time in Indian cit-
ies and cramped rooms in the UAE.
The promise remained the same:
America was within reach.

For years, Dipak’s journey was
caught in a cycle of uncertainty,
fear and repeated assurances from
traffickers.

“He used to tell us they had taken
him somewhere new every time.
One day it was one place, another
day somewhere else. We have forgot-
ten many details now,” Parimal said.
“Whatever happened, he returned
home three times during those first
two years.”

Dipak’s mother, Gami Khatri, still
remembers their final video call two
years ago.

“It was around 2pm on June 22,
2024,” she said. “He told me, ‘Mother, I
am in a place called Libya. They say
they will take us to Greece from here.
I will talk to you after reaching there.

Don’t worry about me.””

She paused.

“Where could that poor boy have
gone? How could he not return for
so long?”

Another moment from that final call
remains vivid in Parimal’s memory.

“He told us, ‘The police are coming
around us. If I keep talking, they will
catch us. I will call after we cross this
checkpoint,” Parimal recalled.

“We told him to end the call. A
Black man was standing beside him.
He was smiling and moving his body.
My son made some gestures, and his
face looked expressionless. Then he
ended the call. Two years have passed
since. We have no idea where he went
or what happened to him.”

Dipak’s family includes his 55-year-
old mother, his wife, two sons, father,
younger brother and sister-in-law. His
sisters are married.

In their attempt to send him to
America, the family has spent more
than Rs12 million.

According to Dipak’s sister Bimala
Oli, the family paid Rs8.2 million to
agents at different stages of the jour-
ney. They spent another Rs3.1 million
on travel between countries, Rs600,000
searching for him, and still owe
Rs300,000 for his stay in Kathmandu.

>> Continued on page 2
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As gig platforms grow, Nepal’s workers are left unprotected

SHUTTERSTOCK

This photo shows an Uber service operation in Rio de Janeiro in August, 2022.

>> Continued from page 1

Muktinath Phuyal, founding chairperson of
the Independent Drivers Foundation, said
Ganesh Nepali’s death reflects the pressures
faced by hundreds of drivers.

“He had recently bought a new motorcycle
on loan and was supporting both his family
and his ailing mother,” Phuyal said.

“When city police clamped his vehicle and
attempted to fine him Rs1,000, he could no
longer bear the pressure. That became the trig-
ger. His death reflects the suffering of the
entire driving community.”

According to Phuyal, increasing competi-
tion among ride-sharing platforms has pushed
fares down by as much as 60 percent over the
past two years.

“While passengers benefit from cheaper
fares, drivers bear the cost,” he said. “Fuel
prices, inflation and maintenance expenses
continue to rise. Companies deduct commis-
sions of 10 to 15 percent, and now the govern-
ment has introduced additional taxes. The
amount drivers actually take home Kkeeps
shrinking.”

He warned that while Ganesh Nepali lost his

life, many other drivers are struggling with
severe mental stress and depression.

Phuyal also argued that the absence of
clear legislation governing ride-sharing
services allows companies to determine fares
unilaterally while leaving drivers vulnerable
to both commercial exploitation and strict law
enforcement.

Tax burden and platform accountability
The government has proposed bringing
ride-sharing services formally into the tax
system through the fiscal year 2026-27 budget
and the Finance Bill.

|_Government wants to bring
ride-sharing services formally
into the tax system through
the fiscal 2026-27 budget. |

The proposed amendments introduce a five
percent value-added tax on ride-sharing servic-
es and a mandatory one percent withholding
tax on drivers’ earnings. Drivers say the addi-
tional taxes will further reduce their already
modest income.

Yeshu Thakali, managing director of Pathao
Nepal, said regulation alone would not solve
the problem.

“It is reasonable to prohibit parking in
certain places, but the government must also
provide designated pick-up and drop-off
areas,” he said.

“Instead of relying solely on stricter enforce-
ment, the state should invest in infrastructure
and practical alternatives. We continue to sup-
port and educate our riders, but the govern-
ment’s role is equally important.”

When Kantipur contacted the three major

ride-sharing companies about Ganesh Nepali,
each said he was not an active driver on its
platform.

Based on his recent trip records and
prolonged inactivity, the companies said
they had no direct operational involvement in
the incident.

Santosh Pandey, head of Yango Nepal,
said Nepali was not an active driver on the
platform.

An InDrive representative said Nepali had
completed only around 300 trips through
the app, describing him as a part-time driver
who may have been accepting rides outside the
platform.

Drivers and transport unions criticised the
companies for distancing themselves from
Ganesh’s death.

Magar said platform companies routinely
deny responsibility whenever drivers
encounter serious problems.

“Whenever something happens, the compa-
nies simply say the driver wasn’t active or
wasn’t online at the time,” he said. “If our
names and numbers remain registered on
their platform and we continue to use their
services, they should at least acknowledge
some moral responsibility.”

The compulsion of offline rides
Drivers say accepting rides outside the apps is
often driven by necessity rather than choice.

“Operating offline isn’t ideal,” said
one driver from Lamatar. “But when there are
no bookings through the app and you don’t
even have money for fuel, you’re forced to take
the risk.”

He said inadequate parking facilities com-
pound the problem.

“There are hardly any designated places to
pick up or drop off passengers. Even when we
stop briefly, police sometimes seize our keys
and treat us disrespectfully.”

He also said steep traffic fines have become
unaffordable.

“My motorcycle is worth around Rs50,000 to
Rs60,000. If I'm fined Rs10,000 or Rs15,000, it
becomes impossible to recover financially.”

A growing policy gap

Manohar Adhikari, a digital economy expert
and founder of Foodmandu, said Nepal’s
labour laws need to be updated to reflect the
realities of platform-based employment,
including ride-sharing, food delivery, courier
services, online commerce and virtual
assistance.

“The digital gig economy offers flexibility
and independence,” Adhikari said. “But it also
comes with significant drawbacks. Gig work-
ers have no guaranteed income or job security,
and that financial uncertainty can have seri-
ous consequences.”

He also questioned whether existing social
protection mechanisms adequately serve
short-term gig workers.

According to Adhikari, enrolling temporary
workers in the Social Security Fund often
provides little immediate benefit because
they cannot access their contributions until
retirement.

“A person may work for only a few months,
but the contributions remain locked away until
the age of 60,” he said. “Workers therefore do
not feel they are receiving any tangible benefit.
We need more practical policies that reflect the
nature of gig work.”

Ganesh Nepali’s death has exposed the
systemic challenges facing Nepal’s platform
economy. Drivers say aggressive price competi-
tion among companies has driven down
earnings while shifting nearly all financial
risks onto workers. At the same time, the
absence of a clear regulatory framework has
left drivers without adequate labour protec-
tions or social security.

Three Rukum West men disappeared from Libya on a US journey

>> Continued from page 1

The total cost has reached Rs12.2 mil-
lion. Dipak had completed grade 12
and worked in Malaysia for three
years before returning home. He ini-
tially planned to build a life in Nepal.

But the pressure to migrate was
strong.

People around him, including
friends and neighbours, were reach-
ing the US through the same route,
and his sister Bimala eventually
encouraged him.

“Go, dear. We are with you. We will
support you,” she had told him.

Today, those words haunt her.

“He was earning Rs50,000 to
Rs60,000 a month in Malaysia. The
agent told us he could earn Rs300,000
to Rs400,000 a month in America,”
Bimala said, breaking down.
“Everyone was going. We thought it
would be better if he got there. How
could we have known this would hap-
pen? Now we regret everything.”

The family, which survived on ordi-
nary farming, has been financially
devastated.

“We have debt worth millions.
Creditors are after us. We sold our
ancestral land and house in Aul vil-
lage and moved into this small house,”
Parimal said, his voice breaking. “We
are ruined. Even this house and land
are mortgaged to the bank.”

Earlier this year, Parimal moved to
Kathmandu with Dipak’s wife because
they were struggling to pay for the
education of Dipak’s two sons.

Dipak’s wife now works as a daily
wage labourer.

Parimal said a private school agreed
to educate the children after being told
that their father was missing.

The exhausted parents fell silent
again, overwhelmed.

Bimala, however, spoke with anger.

She blamed human traffickers for
her brother’s disappearance and
demanded action against those
responsible. She filed a complaint
with the Anti-Human Trafficking
Bureau in Kathmandu on December 5,
2025, but said the authorities still had
no clue about Dipak’s whereabouts.

“Seven months have passed since
we filed the complaint, but nothing
has happened,” she said. “The traf-
ficker made our family member disap-
pear and took millions of rupees from
us. But the state has ignored our suf-
fering.”

The agent who promised to send
Dipak to America through the “don-
key route” is a local resident of
Aathbiskot, but the family has not
disclosed his name. They say they
have been trying to pressure him
through different channels.

After waiting two years for any
news about his son, Parimal has only
one demand.

“We want either information that
our son is alive or his body back.”

After Dipak was taken from Nepal
to Dubai, he met fellow Aathbiskot
residents Gopal KC and Pahal KC.

The agent then placed all three
young men in the same group and
continued their journey towards
America.

Today, the three families are search-
ing for their sons together, united by
the same question: where did they go?

*kk

On the edge of a paddy field in Aul
village of Aathbiskot Municipality-7,
51-year-old Bhadra Kumari Khatri sits
leaning on her sickle, staring into the
distance.

She is stuck to a memory from two
years ago, the evening she saw her
youngest son, Gopal, online while
returning home after rice plantation.

two years ago.

That call became her last conversa-
tion with her son.

“It was the evening of June 23, 2024.
I was returning home after working in
the fields when I saw him online,”
Bhadra Kumari said. “I asked him
where he was. He said, ‘We are in a
place called Libya ... I will call you
after a day or two.” Since then, I have
not heard his voice.”

Digging with the tip of her sickle,
she broke down.

“Where did he go? Where is he?
They say they are searching, but they
cannot find him. These traffickers
should be caught and jailed. We have
not even filed a case against the
agent. He keeps saying he will find
him and bring him back, but he has
done nothing.”

Bhadra Kumari’s life has been
marked by years of struggle and loss.

Sixteen years ago, her husband died
after falling from a cliff, leaving her to
raise the family alone. Working as a
labourer and taking up farm work
whenever she found it, she raised six
sons and a daughter.

She never gave up. But after losing
her youngest son, the woman who
endured every hardship says she feels
“broken from within”.

Three years ago, when Gopal began
preparing to leave for the US, his
Secondary Education Examination
results had just come out. He had
passed with a B grade.

Instead of continuing his educa-
tion, he quickly obtained his citizen-
ship document and focused on leaving
for America, his mother recalls.

The biggest motivation for Gopal
was his elder brother, who had been
living in the United States for four
years. “My fifth son called him there,
saying life would be better once he
reached America. The youngest also
developed a strong desire to go,”
Bhadra Kumari said. “The agent told
us that if he reached America while
still young, he could even get citizen-
ship there.”

Other young people from the village
had also been earning well in the US.
“Seeing them, he wanted to go too.”

According to Gopal’s elder brother
Narendra, he was kept in Dubai for
nine months. When his visa expired,
traffickers arranged an exit permit
and sent him to Singapore before he
returned to Nepal.

He was then taken to Qatar, where
he stayed for three months, before
being sent back to Dubai.

Eventually, after travelling through
several countries, he was taken to
Libya in June 2024.

That was where he met fellow
Aathbiskot residents Dipak Khatri
and Pahal KC.

“Gopal and Pahal were taken to
Dubai together the last time. There
they met Dipak, and the three of them
disappeared together,” Narendra said.

“On June 24, 2024, Gopal told us
they were at the place where they
would board a boat and that they
would move forward that day. Two
years down the line, there’s no infor-
mation.”

During his search, Narendra traced
two other young men from Rukum
who had travelled with the same
group.

“I found out about two other people
from Rukum who had left around the
same time. One was from Magma and
another from Chaurjahari,” he said. “I
spoke with one of them. He said, ‘The
agent had taken five people at that
time. He told us he would come back
for the two of us later, but he never
returned.” They also did not know
anything more.”
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Familes still await their return

Parents and relatives of Dipak KC, one of the three Rukum West youths lost on their journey to the United States in their village.

Three months after Gopal went
missing, Narendra travelled to Dubai.
He met the agent and asked for infor-
mation about his brother.

But after initially showing some
interest, the agent stopped respond-
ing. Narendra then sought help from a
Nepali man called Dipak, who was
living in Libya.

That attempt also failed.

During his search, Narendra uncov-
ered another troubling detail.

Several months after Gopal disap-
peared, his Messenger account looked
active again.

“I found out that a Bangladeshi man
was still using Gopal’s phone,”
Narendra said. “When I saw the
account online, I immediately made a
video call. He answered.”

“Tasked him, ‘This phone belongs to
my brother. How did it come into your
hands?” He said that 35 people had
boarded a boat to cross the sea.”

Narendra said the Bangladeshi man
told him that traffickers had taken the
phones of all 35 people before they
boarded the boat.

“Later, when they returned one
phone, he received this one,” Narendra
said. “I asked why he was using some-
one else’s account. He said, ‘Some of
my friends were among those 35 peo-
ple. I check this account from time to
time in case anyone contacts us.””

Narendra later learned that the
Bangladeshi man was in Greece.

“I spoke with him again and asked
for the last location where he had sep-
arated from my brother and the oth-
ers,” Narendra said. “He told me the
boat had departed from a place called
Tobruk near Benghazi in Libya.”

“When I shared this information
with a Nepali man named Dipak in
Libya, he told me he was in eastern
Libya, while Tobruk was in the west,
making it difficult for him to search.”

Then came another devastating
blow.

The Bangladeshi man told Narendra
that he had heard all of his friends
from the 35-member group had died.

“The news shook me,” Narendra
said. But he has not given up hope that
his brother may still be alive. No one
has officially confirmed their deaths.

Narendra’s family paid Rs4.4 mil-
lion to agents who promised to send
Gopal to America.

They spent nearly another Rsl mil-
lion searching for him and covering
related costs.

Narendra, who is currently in the
United States, says he is already strug-
gling to repay the debt he took on to
reach America himself.

“On top of the old debt, we added
another burden for my younger broth-
er. We are exhausted,” he said.

The family, which previously sur-
vived through farming and daily
labour, has more than Rs5 million in
debt as it awaits Gopal’s return.

Gopal had reached Dubai through a
local agent from Aathbiskot.

“The first agent who took our
money has promised to return it with-
in mid-June to mid-July,” he said. “We
are also pressuring him to help find
my brother.”

If they revealed everything about
the agent now, he might disappear,
Narendra said. A few months ago, the
family provided verbal information to
the Anti-Human Trafficking Bureau
in Kathmandu, but they have not yet
filed a formal complaint.

“If we do not receive clear informa-
tion about the condition of the people
and the money involved, we will pro-
ceed with legal action with all availa-
ble evidence,” Narendra said.

*kk

The third young man to disappear
on the same shadowy “donkey route”
to America was 21-year-old Pahal.

His father, Nare Khatri, says he last

spoke to his son at around 9am on
June 24, 2024. The family has not
heard Pahal’s voice since.

Three and a half years earlier, Pahal
had left home chasing the promise of
a better life in the United States.
Today, he is missing.

Like Gopal, Pahal quit study after
passing the Secondary Education
Examination. Carrying a newly issued
citizenship card, he embarked on the
perilous journey to America.

He was driven partly by family cir-
cumstances and partly by the influ-
ence of friends who had already left.
Today, his family does not know which
country he is in, if alive.

“That day he called and said they
were being taken onward from a place
called Libya,” Nare recalled. “He said,
‘We haven’t been able to contact the
agent for five or seven days. They say
we’ll travel through Greece and Spain
before reaching Brazil. We may leave
today or tomorrow, but we don’t know
exactly how we’ll be taken.””

Pahal had also tried to reassure the
family.

“He told us, ‘Don’t worry if you
don’t hear from us for a day or two.’
We kept trying to contact him for the
next several days, but couldn’t reach
him. Since they were supposed to be
travelling, we assumed they were on
the move.”

Parimal Khatri points to his son Dipak KC’s image in a family photograph.

“Two years have passed since then.
We don’t know where they are or what
condition they’re in.”

The family paid traffickers Rs5.1
million two years ago on the promise
that Pahal would be taken to America.
Including other expenses, the family’s
total spending has reached around
Rs5.5 million.

“We have receipts for every pay-
ment made to the agents,” Nare said.
“The first agent who took the money
has promised to return it before
mid-July. That gives us some hope.”

He said the agent who arranged for
Pahal’s journey as far as Dubai
remains in contact with the family.

“But the agent, also from
Aathbiskot, who took him onward to
Libya before he disappeared, is no
longer reachable.”

The family borrowed the entire
amount at an interest rate of five per-
cent. Today, they are drowning in debt.

Even so, Nare has not given up hope
that his son will return some day.

He continues to pressure the agents
for answers and says the family is pre-
paring to pursue legal action if the
matter is not resolved.

Chasing the American dream

Stories like these have become
increasingly common across Rukum
West, where migration to the United
States is a huge aspiration among
youth.

But for many families, the journey
has brought far greater loss than
opportunity.

Some have lost their life’s savings.
Others have lost their children.

Many families quietly carry both
burdens, reluctant to speak publicly
for fear of social stigma and damaged
reputations.

Human traffickers exploit those
dreams, promising young Nepalis
they will reach America and build a
prosperous life. They approach fami-
lies with success stories, demand mil-
lions of rupees based largely on ver-
bal agreements, and send migrants on
journeys that might take years.

Some eventually reach the United
States illegally.

Others vanish mid-way.

Asked why their sons were willing
to risk everything, the families of all
three missing young men gave essen-
tially the same answer.

“They wanted to earn more money,”
they said. “At the very least, they
hoped their sons wouldn’t have to
spend their lives struggling on these
hillsides as we did.”

Another obvious question follows:
How do ordinary farming families
raise such enormous sums of money?

Again, the answers were strikingly
similar. People believe those who
reach America earn enough to repay
their debts within two to four years,
according to the families. That belief
makes lenders willing to provide
loans. Families mortgage their land
and homes to banks and borrow more
from relatives and private moneylend-
ers at high interest rates.

Although the disappearances of the
three young men have been known to
their families and relatives for two
years, police say they have no official
record of the cases.

Deputy  Superintendent Bed
Bahadur Poudel, chief of the Rukum
West District Police, said no formal
complaints have been filed with his
office. “We cannot begin an investiga-
tion unless someone files a com-
plaint,” Poudel said.

“I have heard there are many cases
like these, but no one has submitted a
formal report seeking legal action or
an investigation.”

(CIV <]
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159 agencies penalised for
routing migrant workers
through Indian airports

Department warns 434 recruitment firms for failing to
submit mandatory flight records.

O HOM KARKI
KATHMANDU, JULY 11

The Department of Foreign
Employment (DoFE) has penalised 159
recruitment agencies for sending
migrant workers to overseas destina-
tions via Indian airports without
prior authorisation.

The department has also issued
warnings to 434 other manpower com-
panies that failed to submit mandato-
ry records on workers’ departures,
giving them a final opportunity to
comply.

The action follows a DoFE directive
requiring all licensed recruitment
agencies to submit details of workers
who travelled abroad between March
15 and June 14 after obtaining labour
permits.

According to the department, the
move was aimed at identifying agen-
cies that routed workers through
Indian airports without obtaining
prior approval. Officials say the prac-
tice increased after the government
tightened oversight of service fees
charged by recruitment agencies,
prompting some firms to use Indian
airports to avoid greater scrutiny.

Under the Foreign Employment
Act, 2007, recruitment agencies are
required to send migrant workers
through airports in Nepal. Although
the law allows the use of foreign air-
ports under exceptional circumstanc-
es, agencies must obtain prior approv-
al from the DoFE and follow the pre-
scribed procedure.

Recruitment agencies, however,

argue that soaring airfares and a
shortage of international flights fol-
lowing heightened tensions in West
Asia forced them to use Indian air-
ports.

According to the department, 678 of
Nepal’s 1,117 licensed recruitment
agencies submitted the requested
flight records. A review of the records
found that 159 agencies had routed
workers through foreign airports
without prior approval.

The department issued formal
warnings to the 159 agencies under
Section 54 of the Foreign Employment
Act, treating the cases as first-time
violations.

The department said in a notice on
Saturday that eight agencies, includ-
ing Grand Suite Job, Mass Human
Resource, Noon Resources, Apex HR
Consultancy, Tesla Overseas,
Tsunaguwa International, Allied
International Manpower and Anjali
Overseas Services, were found to have
repeatedly violated the law and
ignored departmental directives. They
were each fined Rs50,000.

The department also found that 434
recruitment agencies had failed to
submit the required records, in viola-
tion of Section 37 of the Act. They
have been issued formal warnings and
directed to submit the documents
immediately.

According to DoFE data up to June
14, 722,000 Nepalis, including 636,000
men and 86,000 women, left for foreign
employment. Of them, 242,000 were
deployed through licensed recruit-
ment agencies.

POSTFILE PHOTO
The department has said eight agencies were found to have repeatedly violated the law.

Nearly 2.6 million smart driving
licences printed as backlog cleared

New digital licensing system set to launch this week; over 300,000 licences nearing expiry to be issued only after renewal.

O BIMAL KHATIWADA
KATHMANDU, JULY 11

Nearly 2.6 million smart driving
licences from a backlog of 2.9 million
applications have been printed within
eight and a half months of an agree-
ment between the Security Printing
Centre and the Department of
Transport Management.

The centre has printed 2,592,417
licence cards in two phases. Of the
remaining applications, 307,583 licenc-
es have less than a year of validity left.

The department said these licences
will be printed only after applicants
renew them. According to Dev Raj
Dhungana, executive director of the
Security Printing Centre, all eligible
licence cards have been printed based
on the data provided by the depart-
ment.

The first agreement between the
centre and the department was signed
on October 29, 2025, to print 1.2 million
licence cards by April 25. After com-
pleting the first batch on schedule, the
two sides signed another agreement
on April 17 to print an additional 1.7
million backlog licences by July 16.

“We have printed all the cards
included in the second batch of data
provided by the department,”
Dhungana said. “The remaining print-
ed licences will be handed over to the

POST PHOTO: ANGAD DHAKAL
An official distributes newly-printed driving licenses at Transport Management Office in Radhe Radhe, Bhaktapur in this recent photo.

department by mid-July, clearing the
backlog.”

The centre currently receives data
for 3,000 to 4,000 applicants each day;,
including those who have passed driv-
ing tests and those renewing their
licences.

Dhungana said the transport
department will continue to coordi-
nate data management for the time
being. In the future, the printing cen-
tre will sign printing agreements
directly with all seven provincial gov-
ernments, although the data will con-
tinue to be routed through the depart-
ment until the transition is over.

“A formal agreement will be signed
once a decision is made on whether
the department or the provincial gov-
ernments will bear the printing cost,”
he said. “The department will contin-
ue to manage the system until the
provinces are fully integrated.”

Regular licence printing continued
even as the backlog was being cleared.
During the first phase, the centre
printed 37,698 urgent licences and

31,227 regular applications. In the sec-
ond phase, it printed another 4,881
urgent licences and 229,918 regular
applications submitted after driving
tests or renewals.

“With the backlog cleared, appli-
cants completing new driving tests or
renewing their licences after mid-July
will receive their smart cards without
delay,” Dhungana said. The printed
cards are sent to the department,
which distributes them through the
postal service to 42 transport manage-
ment offices across the country.

Keshav Khatiwada, director at the
department, said all data except
licences with less than a year of valid-
ity had been sent for printing.

“Initially, we estimated that between
300,000 and 350,000 licences fell into
this category. After verification, the
figure came to 307,583,” he said.

Khatiwada said printing such
licences was considered impractical
because many would require renewal
shortly after being issued, resulting in
additional costs for both the govern-

ment and service seekers. However, he
said they could still be printed if
required by law.

Under existing provisions, renewed
driving licences are valid for 10 years.
The extended validity period replaced
the previous five-year term on July 30,
2025. Khatiwada said provincial gov-
ernments will now assume responsi-
bility for licence printing.

New system from July 17

The Department of Transport
Management plans to replace its exist-
ing licensing platform with the
Electronic Driving Licence and
Vehicle Registration System (EDL-
VRS) from July 17.

“The current system has become
outdated, and the new platform repre-
sents a major upgrade,” Khatiwada
said.

Under the new system, applicants
will be able to pay renewal fees online.
Medical examinations will also be dig-
itised, with authorised doctors upload-
ing reports directly to the system.

The department also plans to coor-
dinate directly with the Department
of Postal Services so that printed
licences can be delivered to designated
distribution points more efficiently.

Khatiwada said the department’s
role will gradually shift towards main-
taining the central database, while
licence data will eventually flow
directly from provincial transport
offices to the Security Printing Centre
for printing.

He said applicants would no longer
have to wait in a long printing queue
once their fees had been paid.

Since 2022, shortages of smart
licence cards forced many motorists to
carry revenue receipts instead of
physical licences.

Despite progress in printing, appli-
cants continue to face long queues at
transport management offices,
particularly in the Kathmandu valley,
to collect their licences. Transport
offices have faced criticism for
failing to streamline the distribution
process.

Floods at Kirtipur holding centre expose tlaws

Private sector ready to improve

in government’s squatter relocation plan

>> Continued from page 1

“Within minutes, it rose above
our knees. Our immediate priority
was to carry the young children out
to higher ground. The police only
arrived after everything was com-
pletely submerged.”

For young students, the disaster
has disrupted their education.
Rijan Lama, a fifth grader, had
received new textbooks and uni-
forms two months ago. “I was fast
asleep when the water came and
couldn’t save anything,” he said.
“My notebooks with my homework
are gone now.”

Manoj Mahato, looking over the
flooded compound, noted grimly,
“The few belongings we saved from
the bulldozers are now destroyed by
the floods. People usually go search-
ing for water, but water keeps hunt-
ing us down.”

The conflict surrounding the
Thapathali squatter settlements has
been a major socio-political flash-
point in the capital city since late
2022. The Kathmandu Metropolitan
City repeatedly attempted to clear
the banks of the Bagmati river to
execute its urban beautification
projects and river corridor develop-
ment plans.

Past eviction attempts led to vio-
lent clashes between municipal
police and settlement residents,
who argued they could not leave
without a proper rehabilitation
plan. While the federal government
previously hesitated to provide
security backing for forceful
evictions, the government push in
April led to the current temporary
relocation policy, which has
now faced severe operational
failures during its very first
monsoon test.

The National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Authority issued a statement on
Saturday morning, confirming that
54 out of the 154 individuals shel-
tered at the Kirtipur holding centre
had been successfully rescued and
moved to the Smriti Bhawan build-
ing at Tribhuvan University.
Security forces were mobilised to
distribute food, clean water, and
emergency relief supplies.

By 3pm when Kantipur’s scribe
reached the site, the floodwaters
had receded, leaving behind thick
layers of debris and mud. Girvanika
Thapa, holding her ten-month-old
son, showed her mud-stained
clothes drying in the sun. “The chil-

dren are exhausted and crying con-
stantly,” Thapa said. “We were
given some beaten rice and curd,
but it is difficult to eat in this state
of distress.”

The government is currently pre-
paring to transfer the remaining
displaced families to the Nepal
Electricity Authority training cen-
tre in Kharipati, Bhaktapur. Ojaswi
Thapa, an official from the Prime
Minister’s Office who has been
managing the disaster response
on-site since 2:00 am, confirmed the
plan. “We are working to coordinate
immediate relief and are preparing
to transport the families to a much
more organised facility in
Kharipati,” he said.

However, the displaced residents
are strongly resisting the move to
Bhaktapur. Punam Devi Paswan
pointed out that her children are
about to begin their school exami-
nations. “If we move to Bhaktapur,
their classes will be disrupted
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entirely,” she said.

Pradip Bista, the lawmaker elect-
ed from Kathmandu-10 as Rastriya
Swatantra Party candidate, visited
the shelter to reassure the families.
“The government will take full
responsibility for your welfare,”
Bista told the displaced families.
“There are schools available in
Bhaktapur as well, and your chil-
dren’s education will not suffer.
Please board the vehicles; the
arrangements in Kharipati are far
better.”

Despite assurances from officials,
residents remain skeptical. “Our
children’s education is already
ruined,” said Anjali Paswan. “The
government will simply evict us
from Kharipati after a few months
anyway.”

According to Bibek Bastola, per-
sonal secretary of Infrastructure
Minister Sunil Lamsal, 154 individ-
uals from 65 families were formally
registered at the Kirtipur facility.

Among them, 35 families accepted a
cash grant of Rs25,000 provided by
the government for voluntary
self-management and left. However,
27 families refused to fill out the
application forms.

“How can a family of seven or
eight members manage to rent a
house and survive on just Rs25,000?”
said a displaced woman who refused
the grant. “So we have not filled the
form.”

Machakaji Maharjan, project
chief of the High Powered
Committee for Integrated
Development of the Bagmati
Civilisation, said that moving the
remaining families to Kharipati is
the only immediate alternative.
“They were initially moved here
because the riverbanks were dan-
gerous,” Maharjan said. “Now that
the monsoon has created problems
here, Kharipati offers a secure envi-
ronment until we find a long-term
solution.”
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Squatters take out their belongings from their shelter at the deluged holding centre in Kirtipur, Kathmandu on Saturday.

social responsibility spending
but won't surrender funds

>> Continued from page 1

Notably, the board contains no represent-
atives from the private sector despite the
fund being financed entirely by corporate
contributions.

The committee would meet at least twice
a year, approve annual programmes and
budgets, coordinate with implementing
agencies, monitor projects, review
progress and issue policy directives. It
would also prepare separate operational
guidelines governing the management of
the fund.

According to the draft, the fund could
finance a broad range of activities, includ-
ing education, healthcare, disaster risk
reduction, humanitarian assistance, envi-
ronmental conservation, disability sup-
port, income generation for socially mar-
ginalised communities, financial literacy,
investor education, consumer protection,
preservation of cultural heritage, restora-
tion of national heritages and infrastruc-
ture development in remote areas.

It would also support schools and health
institutions serving extremely poor com-
munities, pandemic response, orphanages,
elderly care homes, shelters for homeless
people, organisations assisting survivors
of human trafficking and domestic vio-
lence, animal rescue organisations, institu-
tions carrying out nationally significant
non-commercial innovations and other sec-
tors designated by the government through
the Nepal Gazette.

Organisations implementing CSR pro-
grammes would also be required to submit
annual reports to the Office of the
Company Registrar within three months
of the end of each fiscal year detailing
their activities, expenditure and measura-
ble social impact.

Santosh Koirala, president of Nepal
Bankers’ Association, questioned why the
government wanted to assume direct con-
trol over money that companies were
already spending after paying taxes.

“We contribute one percent of our post-
tax profits to social causes,” said Koirala.
“If the government believes there are
weaknesses or misuse in CSR spending,
the answer is stronger regulation through
the appropriate regulatory agencies. We
support making the system more organ-
ised and transparent, but we do not agree
with the government collecting and spend-
ing the money itself.”

Nepal’s CSR framework has evolved over
the past decade. Section 54 of the Industrial
Enterprises Act 2020 requires medium and
large industries, as well as cottage and
small industries with annual turnover
exceeding Rs150 million, to allocate at least
one percent of their annual net profit to
CSR activities. The money must be spent

under approved annual plans, while
expenditure reports must be submitted to
the relevant authority within six months
after the end of each fiscal year. CSR
expenditure is also recognised as a
deductible business expense for income tax
purposes.

The Industrial Enterprises Regulations
further require CSR investments to priori-
tise low-income groups, rural women, per-
sons with disabilities, minorities and mar-
ginalised communities through income
generation and skills development pro-

grammes.
On May 5 last year, the ministry intro-
duced the CSR Implementation

Procedure-2025 to improve transparency,
predictability and accountability. The pro-
cedure requires industries to spend at least
half of their CSR budget in areas directly
affected by their operations after consulta-
tion with local governments. Companies
must prepare implementation plans detail-
ing budgets, activities, timelines and
expected outcomes and disclose CSR
expenditure in their annual audit reports.

Nepal Rastra Bank has also tightened
CSR governance for banks and financial
institutions through revised guidelines
requiring CSR spending to be transparent,
effective and targeted. The central bank
directs financial institutions to prioritise
communities living in extreme poverty and
requires at least 60 percent of annual CSR
allocations to be spent within the same
fiscal year.

Commercial banks alone reported com-
bined profits of Rs71.51 billion last fiscal
year, meaning they are expected to spend at
least Rs715.1 million on CSR under the cen-
tral bank’s one-percent requirement. The
figure would increase substantially after
including development banks, finance com-
panies and microfinance institutions.
Comprehensive data on CSR spending by the
industrial sector, however, are unavailable.

Internationally, CSR gained momentum
after growing concerns in the 1990s about
the social impacts of multinational corpo-
rations in developing countries. The
endorsement of the UN Guiding Principles
on Business and Human Rights by the
United Nations Human Rights Council in
2011 further established global standards
encouraging businesses to respect human
rights while providing remedies for
affected communities.

The government’s proposal is expected
to face intense scrutiny during consulta-
tions on the draft bill, with business groups
likely to push for retaining companies’
authority to implement CSR programmes
while strengthening oversight rather
than centralising control of corporate
contributions.
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OPINION

The caveats of amending
a constitution

|f an amendment can fail even when it is procedurally
flawless, who decides when that line has been crossed?

DIPENDRA ADHIKARI

At this transitional juncture, a con-
stitution cannot be labelled merely
as a legal document. It is, above all,
a record of struggle, drafted to sta-
bilise hard-won principles being
undone by the arrogance of a pass-
ing majority’s vote. Nepal is no
exception.

This idea is being tested, quietly
but persistently, wherever nations

weigh how far they may go in alter-
ing their own founding charters/
constitution. It may sound techni-
cal, but it addresses the most pro-
found paradox in constitutional
law: A constitution confers the
authority to alter it. To what extent,
then, can that power go before it
subverts the authority that gave it?
Unfettered discretion of amend-
ment allows those whose power is
supposed to be limited to set the
limits themselves.

To the profound paradox raised,
constitutional theory draws a sharp
line between two forms of authori-
ty. One is constituent power—the
original power of a sovereign peo-
ple to found a constitution. The
other is constituted power—the
ordinary powers the constitution
itself creates, including the one to
amend it. They are not identical. A
power to amend is always a delegat-
ed one, subordinate to the delegat-
ing power. A delegate can amend,
elaborate and refine, but they can-
not do so to change the founding
settlement.

In 1803, John Marshall, one of the
most influential Chief Justices in
American legal history, expressed
that the people’s right to establish
their own government is a right
more fundamental than any ordi-
nary legal right, and one not to be
lightly or often interfered with. A
constitution, on this understand-
ing, is not a document meant to be
revised at will; it is a settlement
meant to endure the very majorities
that might wish to unmake it.

This idea is clearly reiterated in
Nepal’s Constitution. The provision
of Article 274 bars any modification
which may prejudice the popular
sovereignty or territorial integrity,
independence and sovereignty of
Nepal. There will never be a major-
ity in the Parliament to take down
the shield and get to what is behind
the shield. The remaining matters
are subject to amendment upon the
occurrence of the procedural condi-
tions. The substance is the line not
to be encroached. However, before
the amendment is sought, the legis-
lative intent is subjected to rigorous
testing by procedure. Emphatically
arguing, legislative intent cannot
subvert constitutional sanctity. The
prime validity in any course of con-
stitution, either to its adoptability
or amendment, is national consen-
sus and public acceptance.
Ownership of the public is, above

all, for its long journey where the
general public can walk together.
But failure of the constitution in
almost each decade raises ques-
tions from all sides.

However, a technically able
amendment does not necessarily go
far enough. Where a change infring-
es upon the fundamental principles
of a Constitution, it is no longer an
amendment but the enacting of a
new Constitution; and this can be
done only by the original
Constitutional Power, not by the
delegate. But the Supreme Court of
India had no hesitation saying that
Parliament could not, using its
amending powers, abate or set aside

POST FILE PHOTO

given those elements of the
constitution, such as democracy,
the rule of law and independence
of the judiciary, even though they
were not explicitly stated any
where in the text of the constitu-
tion. The Supreme Court of Nepal
found the same reasoning that the
basic structures of the constitu-
tional order imposed actual restric-
tions on the scope of an amend-
ment.

The most contested question,
then, is this: If an amendment can
fail even when it is procedurally
flawless, who decides when that
line has been crossed? In most con-
stitutional democracies, the courts
provide the answer. This is not judi-
cial supremacy over the people; it is
closer to the opposite. The judiciary
is most able to do so. The court will
not create the limit. It imposes on
itself a prerequisite that is inherent
in delegation. However, judicial
review is not sufficient as the solu-
tion. Finally, the authority for
determining what can be amended
rests with the sovereign citizen who
exercises it by having a meaningful
voice in the decision, and by con-
sulting others in the decision-mak-
ing process. It is up to the govern-
ment to decide how that participa-
tion will happen, but the question
of the legitimacy of any amend-
ment is not one of parliamentary
majorities, but of the citizen in
whose name the constitution was
created.

Article 274 protects sovereignty,
territorial integrity, independence
and popular sovereignty by name. It
does not name federalism or inclu-
siveness—both hard-won achieve-
ments of Nepal’s post-2006 settle-
ment. That unwritten boundaries
that fall within constitutional
silence were recognised by Nepali
courts previously makes the matter
more than just academic. Would
federalism, inclusiveness or other
fundamental elements of the
Constitution enjoy the same protec-
tion if they were not specifically
textually protected? To leave this
unanswered is not so much a prob-
lem as an invitation; it is a remind-
er that amending the Constitution
is not just a legal issue, it’s a matter
of ethical perseverance.

Advocate Adhikari holds an MPhil
in International Relations and
Diplomacy & LLM in International
Law and Constitutional Law.
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BIKEN DAWADI

On Thursday afternoon at around
1:45 pm, 25-year-old ride-sharing driv-
er Ganesh Nepali set himself ablaze
outside the Department of Passports
in Tripureshwar following a distress-
ing altercation with a Kathmandu
Metropolitan City (KMC) police per-
sonnel. Already struggling to repay a
Rs300,000 motorcycle loan, Nepali
succumbed to his injuries the follow-
ing day. While a fresh parking viola-
tion and wheel lock triggered the act,
his family alleges that repeated fines
from city authorities ultimately drove
him to his breaking point. His final
words to his brother remain a haunt-
ing indictment: “This is all because
of the metropolis.”

Following his death, police have
questioned three city police officers,
elevating this tragedy from a local-
ised enforcement issue to a severe
trial of systemic urban governance.
However, this tragedy is not merely a
localised incident of a fine gone
wrong. It is a symptom of a deeper,
more systemic rot in our urban gov-
ernance. It is a trial of the Nepali
state and its burgeoning municipal
police forces, which appear to have
traded the duty of service for a man-
date of bulldozer and boot.

What is perhaps as staggering as
the tragedy itself is the profound
silence emanating from the offices of
those who once championed the cause
of the common man against systemic
institutional failure. In January 2023,
when entrepreneur Prem Prasad
Acharya set himself on fire outside
the Parliament building, the reaction
from our current leaders was swift
and emotive. Then Mayor, now Prime
Minister, Balendra Shah wrote then
that “each and every unit, depart-
ment and organ of the state have
failed in this case.” Rabi Lamichhane,
then Deputy Prime Minister and
Home Minister, was even more con-
trite, stating, “In this case we are
guilty. I am guilty.”

Today, Shah and Lamichhane occu-
py the very seats of power they once
critiqued, yet their silence regarding
Ganesh Nepali is deafening. When
they were outsiders, every tragedy
was an indictment of the old guard.
Now that the machinery of the state
is under their command—specifically
a municipal police force, set by Shah
when he was mayor of Kathmandu
metropolis, that answers to the
Mayor—the rhetoric of systemic fail-
ure has been replaced by administra-

Flames at the gate

Ganesh Nepali's tragedy is not merely a localised incident of a fine gone wrong. It is a

tive silence. This shift from vocal
empathy to bureaucratic distance is a
betrayal of the populist wave that
carried them to office.

The death of Ganesh Nepali is the
most extreme point on a timeline of
escalating municipal aggression. For
years, the city police have been
accused of undermining the very pri-
vate property rights that Article 25 of
the Constitution of Nepal seeks to
protect. We have seen this ‘dozer
vision’ in the Tukucha River excava-
tion, where municipal authorities
deployed heavy machinery to dig up
residential backyards in Hattisar.
These citizens held official land own-
ership certificates (Lalpurja), yet the
city attempted demolition without a
formal legal process or compensa-
tion, effectively acting as investigator,
judge and executioner.

The patterns of misconduct extend
beyond land to the movable property
of the most vulnerable. From the vio-
lent crackdowns on street vendors
and waste collectors to the forceful
seizure of bicycles and carts without
providing official receipts, the city
police have routinely crossed the
threshold of private property and
personal livelihood. Mind you, these
are not federal police executing
court-issued warrants. They are
officers whose actions often amount
to civil trespass under the Muluki
Civil Code.

How did we arrive at a point where
a municipal force can act with such
impunity? The formation of these
units is enabled by the Local
Government Operation Act, 2017, and
Schedule 8 of the Constitution, which
grants local levels the power to man-
age ‘Nagar Prahari’ (City Police) for
enforcing bylaws and protecting pub-
lic property. While the federal frame-

symptom of a deeper, more systemic rot in our urban governance.

Al GENERATED

work exists, it requires individual
cities to pass their own legislation—
like the Kathmandu Metropolitan
City Police Act—to define duties and
ranks.

The crisis, however, is not one of
authority, but of accountability.
Unlike the Nepal Police, who are
trained and legally bound by criminal
procedure codes, municipal police are
often deployed as raw enforcement
units using tactics like baton charges
and aggressive physical containment,
which they are not legally mandated
to perform. There is a glaring lack of
independent oversight. When a
boundary dispute or a parking disa-
greement arises, the city should file a
civil dispute or issue formal notices
under the Land Acquisition Act.
Instead, they bypass the judicial sys-
tem entirely, using municipal forces
to enforce executive whims over-
night.

To understand why this is a moral
failure, we might look to the philoso-
pher Robert Nozick. In his
Entitlement Theory of Justice, out-
lined in his seminal work, Anarchy,
State, and Utopia, Nozick argued that
a person is justly entitled to property
if it was acquired through legitimate
transfer—such as buying a motorcy-
cle or inheriting a shop. Under this
view, when a citizen holds a Lalpurja
or a legal title to a vehicle, the state
has no moral right to seize or damage
that property unilaterally.

Nozick’s philosophy fiercely rejects
utilitarian overrule—the idea that
individual rights can be sacrificed for
social utility. A cleaner city or a less
congested pavement is a noble goal,
but it does not override an individu-
al’s right to their own possessions
and livelihood. When the city police
seize a vendor’s cart or clamp a driv-

er’s bike without due process, they
are committing an act of state aggres-
sion. A city cannot destroy the rule of
law to enforce a local bylaw.

As expected, opposition parties like
the Nepali Congress and CPN-UML
have been quick to seize upon this
tragedy in Parliament, framing the
city police’s actions as ‘structural vio-
lence against the working class’.
While their criticisms are factually
grounded, we must view their out-
rage through a cynical lens. These
same parties have a long history of
apathy towards the urban poor when
they held the reins of power. Their
current fervour is less about the dig-
nity of Ganesh Nepali and more
about weaponising a tragedy to erode
the popularity of figures in power. We
must be careful not to let the genuine
plight of the worker become mere
ammunition for a political war.

The state must honour private
property rights not just in word, but
in administrative practice. We need a
transition from punitive, reactionary
policing to structural, policy-driven
urban governance. First, we must
demilitarise municipal police train-
ing. These officers should be trained
in conflict de-escalation and adminis-
trative mediation rather than physi-
cal containment. If a situation car-
ries a risk of violence, the law dic-
tates that they must defer to the feder-
al police. Second, the government
should implement spatial zoning and
time-sharing. Instead of absolute
bans on informal workers, we should
demarcate specific zones and times
where vendors and gig workers can
operate without the fear of a ‘cat-and-
mouse’ game with the city police.
Third, we must reform the punitive
fine system. Rather than physically
clamping vehicles and inviting high-
stress confrontations, the city should
utilise digital cameras and E-challans
tied to licenses. This removes the
flashpoint of immediate confronta-
tion that led to the tragedy at
Tripureshwar. Finally, the federal
parliament must enact an act to pro-
tect the street vendors, to give infor-
mal workers legal standing and pre-
vent arbitrary confiscations.

The death of Ganesh Nepali was
not an accident. It was a conse-
quence— the result of a system that
values the aesthetic of the city over
the dignity of its citizens. True urban
governance recognises that informal
labour and gig economies are not
crimes to be eradicated, but the very
lifeblood of our city. If Kathmandu is
to be a city for all, it must first stop
being a city that drives its most vul-
nerable to the flames.

Dawadi is an Op-Ed Editor at the Post.

Human-wildhife contlict or human-human conflict?

The framing of ‘human-wildlife conflict” naturalises the problem, obscures the political
choices that produce it and shields powerful conservation actors from scrutiny.

NAYA SHARMA PAUDEL

On July 5, an elephant smashed a
house, killing a mother and her four-
year-old son in Chitwan. Separately,
in Mustang, a snow leopard Killed 28
sheep and yaks. In Palpa, when a
woman went to inspect her farm in
the afternoon, she found that a troop
of monkeys had stripped the cobs in
her entire field.

Across Nepal, people are talking
about these incidents. Almost every
day, stories about dangerous animals
appear in newspapers, in parliament
and on social media. We routinely
describe them as ‘human-wildlife’
conflicts. But are they really conflicts
between humans and wildlife?

When we say human-wildlife con-
flict, the phrase portrays wildlife as
an active, intentional opponent as if
monkeys deliberately raid crops to
impoverish farmers, tigers intention-
ally Kill livestock to punish herders,
or elephants consciously destroy
homes to create human misery. But
that is not how wildlife behaves.
Animals do not act out of hostility,
revenge or political intent. A monkey
steals maize because it is an accessi-
ble food source. A tiger takes a goat
for the same reason it hunts a deer.

When we blame animals, the insti-
tutions and decisions that shape these
encounters disappear from view.
Conflict is portrayed as a clash
between people and nature, not
between people and people. Natural
problems invite technical fixes.
Political problems demand political
debate. In fact, the government, con-
servation agencies and international
donors shape relationships between
people and wildlife through policies,
laws, patrols, fines and restrictions
on people’s ability to defend their
lives and property.

Yet, those who design these policies
or dictate practices often live far from
the communities that bear their con-
sequences.

The affected communities live

beside forests, depend heavily on
farming, and bear the daily risks of
crop loss, killed livestock and threats
to their children and themselves.
They often have the least political
influence over conservation deci-
sions, despite carrying many of the
costs.

Once we recognise that the govern-
ment’s priorities and policies are
behind these apparently natural
human-wildlife conflicts, we will seek
fundamentally different solutions to
address them.

Growing up in rural Nepal, I saw
several neighbours lose goats to leop-
ards. They were upset, but never
blamed the animals. Such losses were
accepted as part of living alongside
wildlife. Similar attitudes existed in
many forest-dependent communities,

where encounters with wild animals
were seen as an unavoidable aspect of
nature. Today, that perception has
changed.

A conversation I had in Chitwan
National Park illustrates why. A farm-
er had come to file a compensation
claim after a rhinoceros damaged her
crops. I asked whether her parents
used to complain when wildlife
destroyed their fields. She smiled and
replied, “No.” “So why are you claim-
ing compensation now?” I asked.
“Because the government pays. Those
are the government’s rhinos.” Her
response revealed that the conflict
was never really with the rhinoceros.
It was with the institutions that pro-
tect rhinos and determine the rela-

tionship between the people and the
rhinos.

Farmers often lose far more crops to
drought, floods, pests and diseases
than to wildlife. Yet, they rarely expect
compensation for those losses because
no one deliberately created those
other risks. But they see wildlife dam-
age as a consequence of policies and
actions by the government and other
conservation agencies. When the state
protects wildlife and restricts people’s
ability to defend their crops, many feel
the state owns them.

Thus, we should not speak of
‘human-wildlife’ conflict but of
‘human-human conflict,” or ‘local peo-
ple- conservation authority’ conflict.

Conserving wildlife is a perfectly
legitimate public goal, no less impor-
tant than conserving other compo-

POST FILE PHOTO

nents of nature. But if protecting
tigers, rhinos or monkeys is a societal
choice—and I believe it should be—
then those who advocate for conserva-
tion should openly defend it. However,
respecting and protecting people’s
livelihoods is equally legitimate. The
problem arises when one group’s pri-
orities dominate and undermine
another group’s basic human rights.
Nepal’s world-famous tiger recovery
illustrates this dynamic.

Since 2010, the country’s tiger pop-
ulation has almost tripled. Tigers did
not decide to recover. Governments
decided to increase tiger populations.
International organisations funded
it. Conservation agencies implement-
ed it. As tiger populations recovered,

encounters with people inevitably
increased.

Describing these situations merely
as ‘human-wildlife conflict’ hides
this reality. Aided by international
donors and conservation NGOs, the
government designed policies and
programmes that increased the num-
ber of tigers, putting locals at risk.
This is global conservation at the cost
of local lives. ‘Human-wildlife con-
flict’ obscures these relationships. It
blames wildlife while leaving the
underlying social and political ques-
tions largely unexamined.

Chitwan’s tragedy was not natural.
It was the consequence of govern-
ment policy. This elephant has killed
around 25 people over the past 16
years. After every death, local people
protested; the authorities promised to
improve safety; officials monitored
the elephant’s movements, but then
another life was lost. People cannot
remove, relocate, or otherwise act
against wildlife because the govern-
ment owns and protects it. The same
principle applies to snow leopards,
monkeys and other protected wildlife.
The government defines and struc-
tures human-elephant relations.

The way we describe a problem
shapes the solutions we pursue. If we
define these encounters as conflicts
between people and wildlife, we
search for ecological fixes—compen-
sation, fencing or translocation.
Redefining human-wildlife conflicts
as human-human conflict, as a kind
of political conflict, leads us to differ-
ent questions. If we recognise them
as conflicts among different groups
of people over conservation, we begin
discussing governance, accountabili-
ty and justice.

Until we recognise that these are
conflicts over conservation policy
rather than conflicts with wildlife
itself, we will continue prescribing
ecological remedies for what are fun-
damentally  political disputes.
Therefore, the question is no longer
whether people and wildlife can coex-
ist. It is whether people with different
values, interests and power can agree
on what coexistence should look like.

Paudel is a visiting fellow at the
University of Kent in the UK.
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US-Canada bridge threatened
by Trump to open July 27
CANADA: A long-awaited new bridge
between Canada and the United
States, threatened by President
Donald Trump earlier this year, will
open for public use in late July, offi-
cials said. “Today, Canada and
Michigan have agreed to open the
Gordie Howe International Bridge on
July 27, with the support of the US
Government,” Canada’s Ministry of
Infrastructure said in a statement,
adding the bridge “ will be a vital eco-
nomic link between Canada and the
US—generating billions of dollars in
economic activity for decades to
come.” The CAN$6.4 billion ($4.5 bil-
lion) bridge, which connects Detroit
and Windsor, Ontario, has been under
construction since 2018. Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney said
last month the bridge’s inauguration
had been delayed indefinitely at the
request of the United States due to
“technical issues.” In February;,
Trump threatened to fully block the
bridge, insisting that the United
States had been treated unfairly in its
construction and that it should be “at
least half” US-owned. Trump on
Saturday congratulated and thanked
the Canadian government. According
to a fact sheet issued by the Windsor-
Detroit Bridge Authority, the bridge
was financed entirely by Canada and
will be jointly owned by Canada and
the US state of Michigan. (AFp)

Boeing unveils new 737 MAX
production line as aviation
giant charts comeback

UNITED STATES: Boeing marked anoth-
er step in a marathon comeback on
Friday when it celebrated expanded
production of the 737 MAX, now an
aircraft in heavy demand after earlier
disasters tarnished the company’s
reputation. At a rousing ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony attended by hundreds
of Boeing employees, commercial air-
lines chief Stephanie Pope and
Washington state elected officials
characterized the new $1 billion
“North Line” MAX production line
investment in Everett, Washington as
the appropriate next step for an
industrial site that has been building
Boeing’s most storied aircraft for dec-
ades. “This investment is a vote of
confidence in our workforce, in
American manufacturing, and the
future of aerospace in the city of
Everett,” said Everett Mayor Cassie
Franklin. “This factory has repeated-
ly shown the world what is possible.”
Boeing has big plans for the North
Line, envisioning a production
cadence comparable to that in
Renton, 35 miles to the south, which
until this week was the exclusive
home of MAX assembly. (AFP)

Cuba suffers second nationwide
blackout in five days

HAVANA: Cuba on Friday suffered its
second nationwide blackout in five
days as twin energy and economic
crises, worsened by a six-month US
fuel blockade, caused the electricity
grid to crumble. Writing on X, the
state UNE electricity company said
that a “total collapse of the national
electric system” occurred at 4:30 pm
local time (2030GMT). It did not
immediately give an explanation for
the ninth nationwide power outage
on the island since late 2024, and the
fourth since the start of the year.
Cuba was already reeling from years
of power shortages when US
President Donald Trump cut off its
oil supplies in January, as part of a
pressure campaign aimed at ending
six decades of communist rule. With
only one oil tanker, from Russia,
docking in Cuba since then, the coun-
try’s dilapidated Soviet-era power
plants keep breaking down, and are
running out of the fuel they need to
generate electricity. Authorities said
Monday’s blackout was caused by
voltage instability and low levels of
electricity output. (arp)

Building a house in Kathmandu now
costs 14 percent more than a year ago

Builders cite rising material prices, higher transport costs and stricter building standards,
while official data show electrical wires and bricks posted the sharpest price increases.

O KRISHANA PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, JULY 11

What does it cost to build a house
in Kathmandu? Builders say the
budget for constructing a two-and-a-
half-storey house has increased by
double digits over the past year, large-
ly due to the impact of the US-Iran
war, which triggered a rise in com-
modity prices after energy and trans-
portation costs soared.

In Kathmandu, constructing
a two-and-a-half-storey home on an
800-square-foot plot now costs around
Rs10.7 million, according to Ganesh
KC, founder of Native Builders, a
company that provides home con-
struction services.

“It was Rs9 million a year ago.”

The estimate includes standard
finishing with tiles, doors, windows
and paint.

Overall, the cost of constructing a
house has increased by 14 percent,
according to builders and government
data.

KC said that although the prices of
construction materials have
increased, labour costs remain largely
unchanged.

According to him, unskilled labour-
ers earn up to Rs1,200 per day, while
skilled workers are paid around
Rs2,000 per day.

KC said that building homes outside
the Kathmandu valley, especially in
the Tarai, is cheaper due to lower
transportation costs and easier availa-
bility of riverbed materials and
bricks. The National Statistics
Office, Nepal’s central statistical agen-
cy, said construction material prices
have jumped sharply following the
US-Iran war.

Bricks are one of the main contrib-
utors. Brick prices increased by 13.41
percent year-on-year, exerting a dis-
proportionate impact on housing and
small infrastructure costs due to sup-
ply-side constraints.

Brick kilns were unable to meet
demand during the peak construction
season—from January to April,
according to the statistical office’s
study.

The report, titled Input Price Index
of the Construction Sector, said bricks
recorded the highest year-on-year
increase among all items in the con-
struction input basket, with the index
reaching its highest level in the five-
year dataset.

The 13.41 percent increase in brick
prices is the steepest on record.

Given bricks’ weight of 10.89 per-
cent in the material sub-index, this
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An under-construction building in Tinkune, Kathmandu.

single item has had an outsized impact
on housing and small infrastructure
costs, the study said.

Environmental regulations limiting
traditional kiln operations under
Nepal’s cleaner kiln transition pro-
gramme, combined with record
peak-season demand, have significant-
ly tightened the brick market.

The brick index reached its highest
level in five years, the report said.

However, brick producers dispute
the findings, saying prices have
remained largely unchanged over the
past decade.

Krishna Prasad Awal, president of
the Federation of Nepal Brick
Industries, said bricks cost between
Rs15 and Rs17 apiece in 2015.

The price declined to Rs13 per brick
during last year’s monsoon off-season.

Nepal’s brick industry is highly sea-
sonal. The off-season spans from June
through October, coinciding with the
monsoon and the agricultural har-
vest. During this period, traditional
kilns halt production and workers
return to their home villages.

Nepal’s construction season typical-
ly peaks between October and April.

During this year’s peak season,
brick prices rose again to around Rs15
per piece, Awal said. “The surge in
fuel prices caused by the US-Iran war
has not affected brick prices.”

Almost all brick factories operating
in the Kathmandu Valley now use zig-
zag technology, which has not
increased production costs, he said.

Zig-zag technology is a more effi-
cient and less-polluting firing method
in which bricks are arranged in a
staggered pattern to improve airflow
and combustion.

Besides bricks, the prices of electri-
cal wires, concrete products, galva-
nised iron (GI) pipes, aluminium prod-
ucts and electrical goods have
increased sharply, particularly follow-
ing the US-Iran war.

The conflict between the United
States and Iran, which escalated in
late February, triggered a sharp rise in
fuel prices.

During the three months following
the conflict, petrol prices in Nepal
climbed 38.21 percent to Rs217 a litre,
while diesel prices jumped 58.45 per-
cent to Rs225 a litre.

The higher fuel costs increased
transportation expenses, pushing up
the prices of raw materials and fin-
ished goods and raising production
costs across sectors.

According to the National Statistics
Office report, electrical wires record-
ed the highest year-on-year price
increase in the construction input
index, rising 24.89 percent.

Despite their relatively modest

weight in the index, the magnitude of
the increase is significant.

The report attributed the rise pri-
marily to higher global copper prices
driven by demand linked to the energy
transition and supply chain disrup-
tions caused by uncertainty over US
tariff policies in early 2026.

KC said that in nearly a decade of
building homes, he had never seen
construction costs rise as sharply as
this year.

He said that building regulations
and standards imposed by metropoli-
tan cities and municipalities have also
increased construction costs.

The report showed moderate
increases in the prices of cement,
stone, sand, gabion wire and paint.

Cement prices increased by 1.30 per-
cent, stone by 3.17 percent, sand by
1.02 percent, gabion wire by 1.04 per-
cent and paint by 0.01 percent during
the review period.

The labour wage sub-index
increased by 2.81 percent year-on-year.

The trend remains steady and
reflects structural increases in Nepal’s
construction labour market.

The report said the labour wage
sub-index is significantly less volatile
than the material sub-index. It added
that Nepal’s construction activity
entering the pre-monsoon peak sea-
son—from mid-February to mid-
March—traditionally exerts upward
pressure on daily wages.

“Apart from safety, building a home
is a once-in-a-lifetime dream. People’s
desire for well-designed homes has
also increased,” KC said. “All these
factors have increased the cost of
building a house.”

January to April is Nepal’s peak
construction season, when dry weath-
er allows maximum construction
activity.

Demand for bricks rises by 9.33 per-
cent, cement by 5.04 percent and sand
by 3.23 percent during this period as
contractors rush to complete projects
before the onset of monsoon, the
report said.

This seasonal demand surge is the
single most important domestic factor
behind the broad-based increase in
construction material prices during
the quarter.

The report also noted that the con-
tinued slowdown in private real estate
and housing construction following
credit tightening in the fiscal year
2023-24 has suppressed demand for
some materials, with prices of
hume pipes declining by 10.01 percent,
wood by 5.59 percent and tiles by
9.07 percent.

German carmakers
hit by steep China
sales plunge

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
HONG KONG, JULY 11

Major German carmakers saw sharp
quarterly sales declines in China as
domestic demand weakened and com-
petition heated up in the world’s big-
gest auto market.

At Volkswagen, Mercedes-Benz,
BMW and Porsche, China sales for the
April-June quarter plummeted
between 30 percent and 41 percent
compared with the same period a year
ago, according to company data
released over the past week.

For the first half of this year, they
all reported a more than 20% year-on-
year drop in China. The falling China
sales have squeezed their overall prof-
its and in some cases offset gains from
other regions. This also comes at a
time when these legacy German car-
makers are faced with intensified
competition from Chinese automak-
ers outside of China, including in
Europe, as leading Chinese brands
like BYD make inroads overseas.

The latest quarterly sales declines
were some of the steepest seen for the
German automakers in China, said
Lei Xing, an independent auto ana-
lyst. Volkswagen group, for example,
saw deliveries in China down 36.6%
during the quarter to 424,300 vehicles,
which dragged down its global sales to
a 8.6% decline, even as deliveries
increased in Europe and the Americas.

The Wolfsburg, Germany-based
auto group, which has been betting big
on the Chinese market, said it would
be slashing its model lineup by up to
half after the latest sales declines.

China’s prolonged property sector
downturn and an economic slowdown
have hurt consumer sentiment, with
more people shunning big-ticket pur-
chases. Strong competition in its
domestic car market and a yearslong
fierce price war have also hit many
European carmakers, with drivers
opting for affordable Chinese car
brands. Porsche, part of the
Volkswagen group, called China’s
market environment “challenging” in
a statement, while Mercedes-Benz
said China is facing “a significantly
weaker overall market and macroeco-
nomic environment.”

China’s passenger car sales at home
fell 24 percent in the first half of this
year to nearly 8.3 million, according to
the China Association of Automobile
Manufacturers, an industry group.

AlixPartners expects sales of light
vehicles, including passenger cars, in
China will likely fall about 10 percent
for the whole of this year. As Chinese
car brands become increasingly pref-
erable in China, “foreign automakers
are going to have to fight for every
share of [the] market,” Stephen Dyer,
Asia-Pacific leader of the automotive
practice at AlixPartners, said at a
news briefing last month.

Apple sues OpenAl for
stealing trade secrets

other

trade

Economic uncertainty looms
over Venezuela quake zone

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

This composite photo shows Apple’s logo and Open Al CEO Sam Altman.

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SAN FRANCISCO, JULY 11

Apple on Friday sued
OpenAl, accusing the artifi-
cial intelligence company of
orchestrating a campaign to
steal the iPhone maker’s
trade secrets as it tries to
develop its own consumer
hardware device.

The lawsuit—filed in a fed-
eral court in San Jose,
California—paints a picture
of an aggressive effort by
OpenAl to poach Apple
employees and extract confi-
dential information to build
its own device. The lawsuit
marks a dramatic escalation
in tensions between two com-
panies that partnered in 2024
to integrate ChatGPT into
Apple’s products.

That relationship
has since deteriorated.
Bloomberg reported in May
that OpenAl was itself
considering legal action
against Apple, alleging the
tech giant had failed to ade-
quately promote the
ChatGPT integration.

“At every level, from mem-
bers of its Technical Staff to

its Chief Hardware Officer,
and in coordination with
business partners, OpenAl
has been stealing Apple’s
trade secrets and confiden-
tial information,” Apple said
in the 41-page complaint.

The suit will significantly
complicate OpenAl’s plans
for a hotly anticipated initial
public offering.

The company, valued at
roughly $852 billion, has
raised more than $180 billion
from investors, and expand-
ing into consumer hardware
was seen as a major opportu-
nity for growth.

“Significant evidence has
emerged suggesting individ-
uals employed by OpenAl
wrongfully took Apple’s
secret and confidential infor-
mation regarding our unre-
leased technologies, process-
es and products,” the compa-
ny said in a statement to AFP.
“We will always defend our
teams’ hard work and inno-
vations, and we are taking all
appropriate steps to do so.”
OpenAl responded to AFP’s
request for comment with an
emailed statement Friday.

“We have no interest in

companies’
secrets. We remain focused
on building innovative tech-
nology that empowers people
everywhere,” an OpenAl
spokesperson said.

The suit names OpenAl,
its hardware subsidiary io
Products—the company
co-founded by former Apple
design chief Jony Ive—and
two former Apple employees:
Tang Yew Tan, now OpenAI’s
chief hardware officer, and
engineer Chang Liu.

Apple said it was seeking
damages and an injunction
barring OpenAl from using
its confidential information,
calling the lawsuit necessary
after OpenAl failed to
respond to concerns the com-
pany raised in February. Tan
spent 24 years at Apple, most
recently as vice president of
product design for the iPhone
and Apple Watch, before
co-founding io Products,
which OpenAl acquired for
roughly $6.5 billion in 2025.

Apple alleged that Tan
used confidential project
code names during OpenAl
job interviews to probe can-
didates about unreleased
Apple products. According to
the complaint, about 400
employees at OpenAl are for-
mer Apple staffers.

Tan also allegedly told
Apple employees to bring
physical components, such
as batteries, circuit
boards, and other parts, to
interviews for “show and
tell” sessions.

Apple described its find-
ings as “the tip of the ice-
berg,” saying it had limited
visibility into what was hap-
pening behind OpenAl’s
closed doors.

“OpenAl’s nascent hard-
ware business now rests on
the shakiest of foundations,
rotten to its core by its
illegal reliance on misappro-
priated trade secrets,” the
complaint said.

VENEZUELA, JULY 11

Economic woes have joined the long list of worries
facing Venezuelans living in the coastal region that
suffered unthinkable damage during twin tremors a
fortnight ago.

“What am I going to do? Where am I going to
work? What am I going to achieve? Where am I going
to get money?”

Faisuris Alvarez, who runs a beachside fish
stand, agonized aloud over these questions without
answers. The coastal city of La Guaira is located
just north of Caracas and usually serves as the per-
fect seaside getaway for residents of the capital.

But the 7.2 and 7.5 magnitude earthquakes
on June 24 decimated the city, with mountains of
rubble replacing the high-rise buildings that once
lined the coast.

The disaster has claimed over 4,000 lives and
injured almost 17,000 more people, and questions
about the economic impact abound.

The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction estimates losses of almost $37 billion in
material damage alone.

Jobs, goods and services have all but disappeared,
with uncertainty coloring the future.

“In addition to direct losses, there are usually
indirect effects on trade, transportation, supply
chains, employment and consumption,” said econo-
mist Asdrubal Oliveros.

Alvarez’s coworkers reassure her that annual
visitors to the resort town will be back next year.
But for now she and dozens more people who work
the same spot are left in limbo, without an income.

“The guy who sells clams, the one who sells boiled
eggs, the one who sells green mango with salt, the
wafer seller, the ice cream seller... What’s become of
those people?” the 39-year-old asked.

Luis Baena gazed at the charred remains of his
warehouse, which was destroyed during the quakes
and then looted and burned in the chaotic after-
math. The businessman filmed people making off
with over six containers of lighting equipment the
morning after the tremors, appealing for help on
social media but to no avail.

Little now remains of his family business
“Bilight,” which once employed more than 60 other
households in La Guaira.

“The efforts of so many families and so many
people who depend on this place are at stake right
now,” Baena told AFP. “It’s tough,” the 52-year-old
said tearfully as he looked at the destroyed business
he ran with his brother.

While any semblance of normal life has been
shattered for some, it is tentatively resuming
for others. In Maiquetia—La Guaira’s economic hub
where the port and airport are located—businesses
are opening their doors again.

AFP/RSS

Argentine rescue workers prepare to recover bodies from a
collapsed building in the Tanaguarena sector of Caraballeda,
La Guaira state, Venezuela, on Friday, following the June 24
earthquakes. The death toll from Venezuela’s devastating
twin earthquakes has topped 4,000, the government said.

Hairdresser Anabel Delgado waited for customers
outside the salon where she works. The 56-year-old
believes she survived the horrific quakes for a rea-
son. “If God left us here, it is so we can offer com-
fort, carry on and keep fighting for those of us who
remain,” Delgado said. She has not received many
clients yet, but there are signs of recovery.

“This is something that takes time, getting back
to normal,” said shopkeeper Enio Fernandez, 49.
“Everything is going to get back on track.”

The quake zone’s ability to get back on its feet
depends on the success of the state in overseeing
recovery. “Reconstruction can become a driver of
economic activity, but only if there are sufficient
resources, institutions capable of carrying it out,
and rules that generate confidence for investment,”
said Oliveros.

As rescue teams wind down efforts to salvage
survivors from the rubble, and as residents leave the
city—due to dire economic prospects, trauma or
both—the streets appear more deserted than ever.
But Baena the businessman is convinced the people
will “fight for La Guaira.” “Together we will make
this a livable place,” he said.
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Global o1l demand 1s
dropping, but US drivers

p

keep buying more gas

p

O CATHY BUSSEWITZ/AP
NEW YORK, JULY 11

Global oil demand is set to decline this
year for the first time since the height
of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020,
according to a report from the
International Energy Agency.

The drop, which the agency expects
to amount to about 1 million barrels
per day in 2026, is due to higher oil
prices and disruptions to physical
supply that weighed heavily, but une-
venly, on various parts of the world,
the report said.

The supply disruptions were caused
by the war between the US and Iran,
which left ships loaded with crude oil
stranded in the Persian Gulf for more
than three months, unable to safely
travel through the Strait of Hormuz, a
major route for oil and gas shipments.

“The future of Hormuz is
probably more uncertain today than it
was at the beginning of the war,” said
Jim Burkhard, vice president and
head of crude oil research at S&P
Global Energy. Burkhard said Iran is
still trying to control the strait, while
the US has not been able to fully
restore normal operations, making a
return to prewar conditions unlikely.

Global oil demand averaged just 97.9
million barrels per day in May, down
5.3 million barrels per day from a year
earlier. Much of the decline was in
Asia, which relies heavily on oil from
the Middle East.

China’s decrease of 1.5 million bar-
rels per day, representing a 9 percent
decline, was by far the largest globally,
the report said.

But the main exception to the global
slump in oil usage was in the US,
where gasoline use increased in the
second quarter of 2026, despite the
fact that pump prices were about 50
percent above their prewar levels in
May, the report said.

How China’s actions are keeping
oil prices from spiking higher
China decided to massively cut down
on purchasing oil from the global mar-
ket as the price rose during the spring,
reducing its consumption by almost 6
million barrels per day, Burkhard
said. “What China said is, ‘You know
what, prices are high, there’s a crisis.
We have this huge inventory stock, we

can sustain demand. We’re just going
to cut by 50 percent the amount of
crude oil we buy,”” Burkhard said.

One way China cut back its con-
sumption was to temporarily stop fill-
ing up its strategic petroleum reserve,
which it had been adding to at a rate
of nearly 1 million barrels per day,
said Daniel Sternoff, senior fellow at
the Center on Global Energy Policy at
Columbia University.

The crisis also accelerated China’s
saving of road transportation fuels as
its use of electric vehicles grew, he
said. “What we're tracking so far, at
least since the crisis began, is China is
probably on track to see somewhere
between 500,000 and 600,000 barrels
per day worth of demand losses for
gasoline and diesel. So that’s pretty
significant,” Sternoff said.

Why oil prices aren’t higher

after renewed tension between

the US and Iran

A fragile ceasefire enabled some ships
to exit through the Strait of Hormuz
in June, which allowed more oil on the
market. That led to lower oil prices.

But even after tensions escalated
between the US and Iran earlier this
month, prices didn’t spike.

“This gray zone conflict that the US
and Iran are in, it’s not really a shock
to the oil market,” Burkhard said. “It
can push prices up and down a few
dollars like it did the other day, but it’s
not the same shock that it was in early
March when Iran did what many
thought was unthinkable.”

Another reason oil prices didn’t
spike very high after recent military
strikes is that there were fewer buyers
available to scoop up the supply that
had become available, experts said.

On top of China dramatically reduc-
ing consumption, several refineries in
Russia were unable to process crude
after being damaged in drone hits
from Ukraine, and refineries in the
Middle East remained damaged from
the war, Burkhard said. As a result,
prices for gasoline, diesel and other
refined products have stayed inflated
longer than oil prices, he said.

“There’s this gush of supply of
crude oil being made available
to the market, and there’s simply
less demand for that crude oil,”
Burkhard said.

Trump and Iranian leader trade threats
as mediators try to save crumbling deal

T—

AFP/RSS

Armed Yemeni supporters of the Houthi movement brandish their weapons during a protest against US strikes on Iran in Sanaa on Friday.

O JON GAMBRELL, MICHELLE L
PRICE & WILL WEISSERT/AP
DUBAI, UAE, JULY 11

US and Iranian leaders traded further
threats on Saturday as the interim
deal to end the war buckles under
repeated crossfire in the Middle East.

President Donald Trump upped
threats of further missile attacks
against Iran in a string of comments
on his Truth Social that came after
senior US officials demanded that
Iran make a public statement saying
the Strait of Hormuz is open and that
ships crossing the vital corridor won’t
be attacked.

Trump also made the comments
after the funeral of Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei saw open
calls for the US leader’s killing.

Later Saturday, Iranian Supreme
Leader Mojtaba Khamenei vowed that
Iranians would continue to avenge the
killing of his father, Ali Khamenei,
who was mourned in funeral events
throughout Iran this week. He said in

remarks carried by state television
that such revenge “is the will of our
nation and must certainly be carried
out.” So far, Tehran has not submitted
to US demands over the Strait of
Hormuz, instead insisting that the
route remain under its control and
that it be allowed to charge ships mov-
ing through it.

There had been multiple days of US
airstrikes targeting Iran, as well as
Iranian retaliatory fire targeting
nations across the Middle East.

Those strikes had been sparked by
Iran attacking three ships in the strait
earlier this week. On Truth Social
on Friday, Trump declared the cease-
fire over but said the US would contin-
ue negotiations. Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi travelled to
Oman for more talks on Saturday, a
day after Qatari mediators separately
traveled to Iran to meet with officials
amid the regional strikes.

Trump makes an online
threat toward Iran
A thousand “missiles are Locked and

Loaded and aimed at the Islamic
Republic of Iran, with thousands
more to immediately follow, should
the Iranian Government act on its
threat,” Trump wrote on his website.

The US president said he was
responding to threats “to assassinate,
or attempt to assassinate” him. During
Khamenei’s funeral, mourners repeat-
edly held posters or banners calling
for him to be Killed along with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

The Iran war’s opening moments
on February 28 saw an airstrike that
killed Khamenei, 86.

Iran only buried Khamenei this
week following a dayslong funeral cer-
emony that saw his body taken to cit-
ies in both Iran and Iraq.

Trump added in his post that the US
military would “completely decimate
and destroy all areas of Iran—PRAISE
BE TO ALLAH!”

Trump, repeatedly during the war
and its uneasy ceasefire, has invoked
the name of God in Arabic, as well as
threatened to destroy Iran’s very civi-
lization. The Council on American-

Islamic Relations, a nationwide
advocacy group, has in the past
criticized Trump’s “deranged mock-
ing of Islam.”

The Strait of Hormuz is

a major point of contention

US officials, who spoke on condition
of anonymity to describe to reporters
the state of play with Iran, said the
resumption of strikes this week came
after what they described as a rogue
faction of Iranian hard-liners trying
to sabotage the ceasefire between
Tehran and Washington.

However, Iran has insisted its theoc-
racy is unified after the war under the
country’s new supreme leader.

The US officials said on Friday that
Trump is giving US negotiators
limited time to reach a deal with
Iran but, in a sign of the challenges
ahead, they underscored that the pres-
ident had a wide range of options if
talks fall apart.

Moments before the US officials
spoke, however, Tehran’s diplomat at
the United Nations told reporters
that any activity in the Strait of
Hormuz, including its opening or
demining operations, “rests exclusive-
ly with Iran.”

Qatari mediators separately trave-
led to Iran to meet with officials on
Friday, Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmail Baghaei said.

Iran has said the strait must now be
under its sole control and that vessels
should begin paying fees to Tehran—
even though the world has for decades
considered it an international water-
way. About a fifth of all traded oil and
natural gas passed through the strait
before the war began. Iran’s grip on
the strait during the conflict led to a
global energy crisis, though oil prices
have sharply dropped since wartime
highs of $120 a barrel.

Middle East remains

tense after attacks

After the US wrapped up its latest
strikes on Thursday, more attacks
reportedly hit Iran, leaving questions
about who else may be targeting the
Islamic Republic. Israel didn’t claim
them, meaning the Gulf Arab states
may have launched them, likely as a
means to deter Iran from attacking
them again. Iran on Thursday retaliat-
ed for US strikes by targeting Bahrain,
Jordan, Kuwait and Qatar.

China evacuates over 1 million as Typhoon Bawvi
brings winds and rain to Taiwan and Japan’s islands

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
TAIPEI, TAIWAN, JULY 11

Chinese authorities evacuated more
than 1 million people on Saturday and
issued high alerts as eastern China
braced for Typhoon Bavi, which has
brought strong winds and rain to
Japan’s southern islands and Taiwan.

Earlier, at least 17 people were killed
in the southern Philippines, mostly
due to landslides that were set off by
seasonal monsoon rains that Bavi
intensified before the typhoon blew
away toward Taiwan, Philippine offi-
cials said on Saturday.

With maximum sustained winds of

AP/RSS
People struggle with umbrella in a rain caused by Typhoon Bavi in Taichung, Taiwan, Saturday.

144 kph (89 mph) near its centre, Bavi
is passing north of Taiwan on
Saturday, according to Taiwan’s
Central Weather Administration. It is
expected to move toward Zhejiang in
eastern China and, according to
China’s National Meteorological
Center, make landfall before midnight
or in the early hours of Sunday and
then move inland.

China evacuates over

1.7 million people

Authorities in the Zhejiang province
have evacuated more than 1.7 million
people as of Saturday morning, the
official Xinhua News Agency said.

Shanghai, also on China’s eastern
coast, relocated around 34,000 resi-
dents from high-risk areas by Saturday
noon, according to Xinhua.

In southeastern China, cities near
the coast are preparing for the impacts
of Bavi. In the city of Ningde in Fujian
province, more than 3,700 people were
relocated from high-risk onshore
areas as of Friday evening, Xinhua
said. Authorities in Fujian province
have placed over 17,000 emergency
rescue workers on standby.

China’s National Meteorological
Center issued an orange typhoon
alert, the second-highest on a four-tier
level, with many schools and ferry
services suspended. Hundreds of
flights have been canceled, and some
high-speed railway services halted.

The center on Saturday also issued
the first red alert for rainstorms
of the year, according to state broad-
caster CCTV.

Chinese authorities said on
Saturday they have allocated 40
million yuan ($5.9 million) in central
natural disaster relief funds to sup-
port Zhejiang and Fujian provinces’
typhoon prevention and emergency
rescue and relief efforts.

Landslides kill more than

a dozen in the Philippines

In the Philippines, a landslide set off
by monsoon rains that Bavi intensi-
fied hit a village before dawn Friday in
the coastal town of Malapatan in
southern Sarangani province, killing
at least 10 villagers and leaving three
others missing, Office of Civil Defense

spokesperson Diego Mariano said.

A separate landslide in Calanogas
town in southern Lanao del Sur prov-
ince before dawn on Friday killed five
people, with six others missing, he
said.

Two people drowned in floodwaters
Wednesday in the southern province
of Bukidnon, Mariano said without
providing other details.

Office of Civil Defense deputy
administrator Bernardo Rafaelito
Alejandro IV said about 11,000 villag-
ers moved to 77 emergency shelters
mostly in southern Philippine prov-
inces in recent days due to the stormy
weather.

Over 80 people injured in

Taiwan as high winds hit Japan
As of Saturday at 7 pm, Taiwanese
authorities registered at least 113 inju-
ries from Typhoon Bavi, some sus-
tained while riding motorcycles in
rain and winds on slippery roads.

More than 14,200 people had also
been evacuated around the island,
including from the eastern county
of Hualien and the central city of
Taichung. Schools and offices in
most parts of Taiwan were suspended
on Saturday.

Across Japan’s southern islands in
the prefecture of Okinawa, local
authorities have warned of high
waves, strong winds and storm surges,
with more than 200 flights cancelled
across the region, according to Japan’s
public broadcaster NHK.

Strong winds and rain have hit
islands including Ishigaki.

Poland PM vows memorial to victims of Ukrainian wartime ‘genocide’

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WARSAW, JULY 11

Poland’s Prime Minister Donald Tusk
on Saturday announced the creation
of a new monument to civilian vic-
tims of what he called a “genocide” by
“Ukrainian nationalists” in World
War II. Warsaw and Kyiv have been at
loggerheads for decades over the mas-
sacre of civilians on both sides during
World War II, souring relations.

But the dispute has taken on more
significance given Poland’s support
for its neighbour as Ukraine fights off
an invasion by Russia.

“A Wall of Remembrance will be
erected in Warsaw, with an eternal
flame and the names of every victim
who has been found and identified,”
he said in a video on social media.

“The republic will not forget any of
them.”

Tusk’s announcement came on
the eve of the anniversary of “Bloody
Sunday” in 1943, when units from
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA)
and the Organisation of Ukrainian
Nationalists (OUN) Kkilled thousands
of Poles in Volhynia, now in north-
west Ukraine.

According to Poland, between 70,000
and 100,000 civilians were Kkilled
between 1943 and 1945, while reprisals
are thought to have claimed the lives
of up to 12,000 Ukrainians.

The UPA and the OUN are seen
in Ukraine as groups that fought
for independence against the Red
Army and the Soviet Union.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr
Zelensky caused outrage in Poland in
May by announcing that he was nam-
ing a military unit after the UPA.

In retaliation, Polish President
Karol Nawrocki stripped Zelensky of

the country’s highest honour, the
Order of the White Eagle.

Heal wounds
Tusk, a former president of the
European Council and a staunch back-
er of Ukraine against Russia, said
“memory and truth must help us build
a better future, without hatred and
without contempt”. “The Europe of
peace and mutual respect, the Europe
reconciled after World War II, was
made possible thanks to truth and to
calling things by their name.
“Whoever wants to join this com-
munity must be ready for this truth.”
In Olyka, northwest Ukraine,
Poland’s Defence Minister Wladyslaw
Kosiniak-Kamysz told a commemora-
tive ceremony that Warsaw and Kyiv
needed to “move forward together” to
“build a better future by accepting
responsibility for the past”.

“Friendship means telling each
other the truth, even the difficult
truth,” he said, adding that he was
“not here to reopen old wounds but to
heal them”. In Warsaw, Ukraine’s
ambassador to Poland, Vasyl Bodnar,
laid a wreath in memory of “all vic-
tims of the Second World War, wheth-
er Polish or Ukrainian”.

He called for “reconciliation”
between the two countries, which he
said was essential to confronting “the
Russian threat”.

Ceremonies were also held in the
southeastern Polish border town of
Chelm—a key rail link to Kyiv—at the
site of a planned museum to those
who died at Volhynia.

The town’s mayor, Jakub Banaszek,
said the commemorations were “not
directed against today’s Ukraine or its
citizens” nor to cause division and
hostility.

New Zealand, India form
‘strategic partnership’

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
AUCKLAND, JULY 11

New Zealand and India announced on
Saturday a “strategic partnership”
including in defence and security, dur-
ing alandmark visit by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Prime Minister Christopher Luxon
feted his guest with an indigenous
Maori welcome and guard of honour,
seeking to expand relations after sign-
ing a free-trade pact in April that he
has touted as an economic boon.

Modi’s visit, at the tail end of a July
6-11 tour that has also taken him to
Indonesia and Australia, comes short-
ly after China test-fired a ballistic
missile into the Pacific Ocean on
Monday, stirring unease in the region.

It is the first visit to New Zealand by
an Indian prime minister in 40 years,
a sign of Delhi’s deeper engagement at
a time of strengthened Chinese diplo-
matic and military sway in the Pacific.

India and New Zealand’s partner-
ship will provide “framework and
breadth”, Luxon said while hosting
Modi at Government House in
Auckland. Modi described it as a mile-
stone that would inspire “greater
energy and confidence”, telling the
New Zealand leader: “Our firm belief
in democratic values makes us natu-
ral partners.” The pact encompasses
tighter defence cooperation, including
with naval exercises, as well as strong-
er ties in trade, diplomacy, culture,
sport and science, the two countries
said in a joint statement.

Their nations have a shared interest
in a “free, open, peaceful and prosper-
ous Indo-Pacific”, they said.

‘Outright racism’
The big event for the Indian leader’s
visit is expected to be his starring role

before as many as 10,000 supporters
from the country’s 300,000-strong
Indian diaspora at a community event
in Auckland’s Spark Arena.

Two days earlier, a similar event in
Melbourne, Australia, attracted near-
1y 30,000 adoring Modi fans.

Luxon, who faces New Zealand gen-
eral elections in November, has been
promoting the jobs and economic ben-
efits of the free trade deal with India,
which is awaiting parliamentary
approval.

But the trade agreement has faced a
pushback from some quarters in New
Zealand, in particular over its provi-
sions for easier immigration and visa
access to Indian students and workers.

Lawmakers in the populist New
Zealand First party, part of Luxon’s
governing coalition, railed against
parts of the agreement.

“Idon’t care how much criticism we
get, I am just never going to agree with
a butter chicken tsunami coming to
New Zealand,” government minister
Shane Jones told a local radio show.

An Indian community leader
accused Jones of “outright racism”.

A prominent evangelical preacher
went further when he heard Indian
leader Modi would soon be arriving on
New Zealand’s shores. Self-proclaimed
“apostle” Brian Tamaki accused Modi
of vilifying Christians in India—and
suggested New Zealanders should
retaliate in kind.

“Let’s purge New Zealand of
Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims,” Tamaki
said on Instagram.

“While we’re at it, if they’re burn-
ing churches down, why don’t we
burn mosques and their temples
down? Tit for tat,” he said, in com-
ments condemned by New Zealand’s
race relations commissioner as “utter-
ly appalling”.

AFP/RSS

India’s PM Narendra Modi (left) leaves with New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon
(right) after an Exchanging of Arrangements at Government House in Auckland on Saturday.
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Nepal begin ACC Women’s U19 Premier Cup
with a 105-run victory over Qatar

Sabitri Dhami's batting heroics help Nepal post a 131-run target. In turn, Nepali bowlers bundle out Qatar for 25 runs.

MANISHA
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B

O NAYAK PAUDEL
KATHMANDU, JULY 11

Nepal registered a dominating victory
over Qatar to begin their ACC Women’s
U19 Premier Cup campaign on a high note.
Nepal defeated Qatar by 105 runs at
Bayuemas Cricket Oval in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, on Saturday.

The tournament features 13 teams,
divided into four groups—three of three
teams each and one of four teams. Nepal
are in Group D with three opponents—
Qatar, Hong Kong and Singapore.

Japan, Myanmar and Thailand are in

Group A, while the UAE, Oman
and Bhutan make up Group B. Hosts
Malaysia are in Group C with Kuwait and
Indonesia.

Nepal vs Qatar was one of the five
matches that took place on the opening
day on Saturday. The other winners also
registered a dominating victory over their
opponents, except for the Hong Kong vs
Singapore fixture.

The UAE defeated Oman by 44 runs, and
Indonesia won by 29 runs against Kuwait.
Both the UAE and Indonesia won by the
DLS method.

Similarly, Thailand defeated Myanmar

Nepal Wormen UIS{INN 1) ¥ Sabitri Dhami - All Bowlers v
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Nepali players celebrate after defeating Qatar by 105 runs in their first fixture of the ACC Women'’s U19 Premier Cup in Malaysia on Saturday.

by 121 runs as the latter were bundled out
for 24 runs in 18.4 overs.

Meanwhile, Hong Kong registered the
victory over Singapore by three wickets as
they chased 117 runs in 17.4 overs, with
three wickets in hand.

There were four half-centuries on the
first day of the tournament. Lavanya
Keny, UAE’s opener, stayed not out at 74 off
54 (10 fours and a six) against Oman, and
Anushka Tomar, Singapore’s opener,
scored 59 off 55 (7 fours).

Thailand’s Aphisara Suwanchonrathi
also scored a half-century. She got out after
smashing 57 runs off 49 deliveries, which
consisted of five fours, against Myanmar.

The other half-century of the day came
off the bat of Nepal’s opener Sabitri
Dhami.

Dhami’s wagon wheel

Dhami entered the crease with her open-
ing partner Sana Praveen, as Nepal’s skip-
per Sony Pakhrin decided to bat first after
winning the toss.

In turn, Dhami and Praveen built an
80-run partnership for the first wicket, the
highest of the day, before Praveen (27 off
32) departed in 10.2 overs.

Dhami sought to build another good
partnership with captain Pakhrin.
However, the skipper departed for a duck
facing three balls.

Dhami, meanwhile, continued scoring.
She completed her half-century in 45 deliv-

tury, but got bowled by Fatima Mukadam
and departed at 52 off 47.

Dhami’s innings was built more on
placement than brute force.

Her wagon wheel, as per the Asian
Cricket Council (ACC), showed that 35 of
her 52 runs came on the leg side, while 17
were scored on the off side.

She accumulated her runs with 20 sin-
gles and six doubles, adding five bounda-
ries without clearing the ropes.

Although she found runs through cover,
third man and long off on the off side, she
was particularly effective working the ball
through the midwicket and long-on
regions, keeping the scoreboard ticking
throughout her 47-ball stay.

Anjila Pathak (23 off 32) also contribut-
ed well with the bat for Nepal, as the team
also got 23 runs from extras.

However, despite Dhami’s heroics with
the bat, it was bowler Rachana Kumari
Chaudhary who was adjudged the player
of the match.

Rachana’s 3-2-2-3
Chaudhary is a right-handed batter, but
is left-handed with the ball. She did not get
to bat, but was extremely effective with
the ball.

She was unused by Pakhrin in the pow-
erplay. Her first over came in the eighth.

Chaudhary bowled a dot ball in 7.1
and sent Pavithra Thamarai Selvam back
to the dugout with a caught and bowled in
7.2 overs. Mehza Mehwish and Jaza
Mariyam managed a single each in the
remaining deliveries of the eighth over by
Chaudhary.

When Chaudhary returned in the 10th
and 12th overs, none of
the Qatari batters could
manage a single against
her, let alone a boundary.
She took the wickets of
Maria Jacob in 9.5 overs
and of Fathima Rana in
11.6 overs to bundle out
Qatar for 25 runs.

Overall, Chaudhary
bowled three overs, where
she gave only two runs,
picked three wickets and
bowled two maidens.

Riya Sharma also
picked three wickets for
Nepal while Manisha
Upadhayay bagged two
and Anu Kadayat took
one. The trio was also eco-
nomical as Sharma gave
away only six runs, and
Upadhyay and Kadayat
gave away seven runs
each. The four Nepali
bowlers bowled three
overs each and gave away
12 runs in extras. Nepal
will play Singapore at
YSD UKM Oval in Bangi,
Malaysia, in their second
group-stage fixture on
Sunday morning.

Lamine Yamal says France
should fear Spain in their
much-anticipated World
Cup semifinal

O GREG BEACHAM/AP
INGLEWOOD, JULY 11

Lamine Yamal thinks France should be afraid of Spain with the
European giants headed to a World Cup semifinal showdown at
12:45am on Wednesday (Nepali time).

“I believe if France has to fear anyone, it should be us, in my
opinion,” the teenage sensation told broadcast reporters
after Spain beat Belgium 2-1 on Friday to secure their first
semifinal berth since 2010. “We were the ones who knocked
them out before.”

Spain beat France in the 2024 European Championship semifi-
nals and again in Nations League play last year. Yamal became
the youngest player to score in the continental competition.

The powerhouses meet again at the home stadium of the
Dallas Cowboys next week for a spot in the final.

“We don’t fear anyone,” said Yamal, who was named the man
of the match against Belgium. “It’s clear that we are two great
teams, world-class national teams, and for me, they are one of the
best. We’ll see what happens.”

Spain advanced on a winning goal by substitute Mikel Merino
in the 88th minute of the quarterfinals at SoFi Stadium. La Roja
conceded its only goal of the entire World Cup late in the first
half against Belgium, while France have piled up 16 goals in
their six World Cup matches.

France have made the past two World Cup finals, winning it all
in 2018. Spain have made only one World Cup final in its history,
but the current team is unbeaten in 37 consecutive competitive
matches since March 2023—a stretch that also includes a loss on
penalties to Portugal in the Nations League final last year.

Spain coach Luis de la Fuente has been asked by the interna-
tional media about this potential showdown with France through-
out the tournament, but particularly since the start of the knock-
out rounds two weeks ago. He has been uniformly complimenta-
ry of Les Bleus while echoing his own players’ confidence.

“Let me be clear: We are not finished,” de la Fuente said. “We
are pleased to be in the semifinals, but we want more. We are
capable of winning this game, and not just now, but I would have
said this a few weeks ago as well.”

AT FOOTBALL IHAHT,
KTREME Q1

egaai‘T
FOOTBALL

Yamal, who turns 19 on Monday, has only one goal and no
assists while putting 10 shots on target in his
first World Cup, but his playmaking and activity
down the right side of Spain’s attack have been
noticeable in almost every match. He started the
sequence that led to Spain’s first goal against
Belgium in a two-man game with Pedro Porro,
eventually leading to Fabian Ruiz’s rebound goal
off Dani Olmo’s shot.

Yamal said his modest statistics don’t bother
him, noting that he also scored only one goal
(with four assists) while Spain won the European
Championship two years ago.

Although Spain needed a late goal from Merino
to win for the second straight match, Yamal
believes his team is ready for the challenge of the
World Cup’s dominant team so far. Yamal cited
Spain’s acumen in ball possession—a stat they’ve
repeatedly dominated during this World Cup—as
a way to take France out of their preferred style
of play.

“I think we were much better, (than Belgium),”
Yamal said. “It seems like we’re playing very
beautiful football, but in reality, there isn’'t a
team that plays against us on equal footing.
Everyone drops back, and that makes it more
difficult. Nobody has gone toe-to-toe with us. But
in the end, we secured the win.”

Photo: AP/RSS

Spain’s Lamine Yamal, wearing a headband
that says ‘Ego Yamal’, comes out for warm-up
ahead of the World Cup quarterfinal match
against Belgium in Inglewood, California, on
July 10 local time.

PHOTO: ACC eries with the help of five boundaries. She
Sabitri Dhami’s wagon wheel against Qatar. tried changing the gear after the half-cen-
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Ideas that pop into your head today might not be
worth following through on, dearest Aries.
Appreciate your blessings and use what you already
have to further your dreams.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

Though you’ll crave a bit of luxury, the purchases
you make won’t live up to the hype. Don’t be sur-
prised if a-ha moments change your perspective on
the past.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

Getting your point across could be a struggle today,
dearest Gemini. Seek meaningful experiences with
family around the dinner table, appreciate your

Instead of muscling through social engagements or
challenging tasks, give yourself permission to zone
out and rest. Revisit the past for a dose of nostalgic
comfort.

LEO (July 23-August 22)

Don’t be surprised if plans fall through or friends
flake out, dearest Leo. Use this time to reflect on your
situation, edit projects, or zone out with relaxing
activities.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22)

Try not to worry yourself with tomorrow’s prob-
lems, dearest Virgo. Enjoy catching up with
old friends or digging through ancient social

PR

CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1 Intensify
(with “up”)
4 Brute
9 Injury result
13 Ice at sea
14 Theater
employee
15 — Canaveral
16 “Believe — —
not!”
17 Seedlike body
18 Altar’s place
19 Usual
21 Schooldays
souvenir
23 Form of “John”
25 Male swan
26 “— on the
Bounty”
28 Conductor
32 “— Your Eyes
Only”
33 Remove
36 Anger
37 Carries with
effort
39 Dollar bill
40 Noblewoman
41 On the Atlantic
42 Composer —
Lloyd Webber
45 Flanders of
“The Simpsons
46 Vend
48 Tarantula
50 SSW, e.g.

»

foundations, and allow yourself to be loved.

media posts.

LIBRA (September 23-October 22)

Focus on dreams you’ve already taken initiative on,
dear Libra, and avoid the temptation to kick off fresh

| endeavors. Refine and perfect existing goals to

strengthen your work.

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21)

Save important decisions or conversations for anoth-
er day, darling Scorpio. Follow signs as they emerge,

| and they could lead you to creative breakthroughs,

love connections, or a warming sense of peace.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)
Halt searches for romance, opting instead to slow

. down with self-care practices. Rediscover interests
' that help you feel empowered or mysterious.

51 Serf

52 Bound paper
tablets

57 Set afire

61 English river

62 Complete

64 River in Russia

65 Cracker spread

66 One of the
Muses

67 Puts on

68 Luge

69 Old Nick

70 Sch. subj.

DOWN
High voice
Anchor
License
Road division
for HOVs
(2 wds.)
Clairvoyance
Cry heard at
sea
Withered
Molasses
Sheath for a
sword
10 Mob VIP
11 Lhasa —

12 Smell

13 Fish paddle

20 Enthusiastic
22 Caviar

24 Synthetic fiber
26 Pointing device
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CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19)

Instead of tackling major feats, focus on your
health. You’ll have a chance to rekindle past
romances, but you should tread carefully to avoid
repeating mistakes.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18)

Enjoy creative play, but don’t stress over finished
results. Physical activity can help you process confus-
ing dilemmas. Embrace gentle movement to release
tension and find clarity.

PISCES (February 19-March 20)

You won’t have much luck rallying help around
the house, dearest Pisces. If you need a project to
keep you busy, consider sorting old photos or home
videos.

ASTROLOGY.COM
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O SAMEEN SHAKYA

ear Councillor,
I could say I hope you're
doing well, but we both know
that that would be a lie. So, I'll
simply say your petty tricks
will not work. You can send your men to
my jail as many times as you want. You
can have them beat me as much as you
want, but I will not confess. No, I won’t. I
won’t give you the satisfaction.

But I do have a query. When you order
your men to beat me, do you imagine I did
the same to your son? Oh, you’re beautiful,
darling son. Pretty on the outside, rotten
on the inside. How many must have cele-
brated when they found him, dad, hanging
from the willow tree outside your farm,
his body beaten black and purple. Do you,
when you order your men to beat me, tell
them to beat me the same way your son
was beaten? Does the irony there not twist
your head inside out?

Speaking of irony, let me share another
one with you. One, I hope you can, or at
least have learned to tolerate. The way
your men beat me, pushing me onto the
ground and kicking me with their thick
boots. Well, that’s how your son and his
ruthless friends used to beat me and many
others in our school. Yes. But you knew
that, didn’t you?

You know, I used to wonder how such an
upstanding citizen like yourself could
have birthed such a horrible monster. You
were, and I imagine you still are, a shining
example of our town. A local boy who had
risen up to become a member of the gov-
ernment. A member of the council! Oh,
how my parents would talk you up every
time you came on the news. The town’s
pride! It’s most important, son. That’s
what they called you. I wonder if that’s
what they still call you. Surely, you're the
town’s tragedy now. And guess what?
You deserve it.

While you were living it up as the town’s
pride, your son was wreaking havoc at
school. Oh, how many pages I can fill with
the tales of how your son and his pack of
loyal hyenas would pick a different kid,
every single day, and spend the whole day
torturing him. During class, they would
toss paper balls, pencils, rulers and even
compasses at the kid, and he’d have to
simply shut up and take the abuse. And
the teachers! Oh, the teachers. What could
they do against the son of the ‘Town’s
Pride’? They just shut up. Turned away.

—  FICTION PARK ————

The town’s tragedy

A prisoner turns the tables on the father of a murder victim, forcing him to confront the past he long ignored.

And kept scribbling on the board like the
imbeciles they are.

And the girls!

Oh, how your son treats the girls. Wait.
A small mistake there. Treated. Yes, treat-
ed the girls. How your son treated the
girls. He’d tease them for sure, just like he
did the boys, but I've seen firsthand how
he and his goons would grab a girl and
drag them to the roof during lunch and
after a half hour or so she’d run down, her
clothes all twisted, and her eyes and
cheeks red from sobbing. So, I need you to
understand. Your son is a monster. Oh! Oh,
wait, I made a mistake. Was. Yes, your son
was a monster, and he got what was com-
ing to him.

Anyway, going back to you. The Town’s
Pride! I used to wonder. Oh, how I used to
wonder. How could someone as esteemed
as you have given birth to such a monster?
I tell you, Councillor, there were many a

time when I wanted to take my cycle and
race to your home, throw open your
doors, fall on your feet and tell you about
your son. Beg and plead with you to stop
him, help him, or even get rid of him.
I’'m ashamed to say that there was once a
time I thought you would listen. I thought,

’_Oh, the teachers. What
could they do against the
son of the ‘Town’s Pride™? ]

after I'd fallen to your knees, you would
lay a gentle hand on my shoulder and
apologise. Apologise for raising a terrible
son and then promising me you’d make
sure he never harmed anyone in that town
ever again.

SHUTTERSTOCK

What a fool I was. What a fool I was to
ever think that.

In fact, the real fool was Aman.

Remember Aman? I'm sure you don’t.
Aman was the one who actually went and
did what I had simply dreamt. He came to
you. Not your house, but the office. He
came to you, fell at your feet, and told you
everything your son did. I don’t know
everything he said but it must’ve cut you
deep. It must have right? Isn’t that why
you kicked up such a fuss at school?
Threatened all the students and teachers.
Why? Because of the monster your son is?
NO. Because Aman had dared to speak
up. You had him expelled. And that’s
one thing, but you had his parents run out
of town too. And everyone ate it up.
Everyone just accepted your decision.
Even my parents, who had loved Aman,
had had him over to our place and
loved him like another son. Even they

were whispering about how terrible
he and his family must be if they angered
you that much.

Well, that was the last straw, Councillor.
That was the last straw. Your son had
taken away my dignity and my peace, but
you had taken away my best friend. I had
to do something. And that’s exactly why...

Ah

Did you catch your breath there?

Did you think I was going to slip up
there?

Did you think I was going to confess?

Did you think I was going to tell you
how I lured your son into a quiet place and
did away with him? Or did you think I was
going to tell you how I kidnapped your son
and did away with him? Did you think
I had finally cracked and was going to
tell you every lurid detail about how I
mutilated your mangled son?

Well, keep holding your breath because

A) Iwon’t confess

B) Ididn’tdoit

C) And even if I did, I wouldn’t give
you the satisfaction

You can have your men come to my cell
every night and do what they want to me.
They’re working for you, so I'm sure they
are psychopaths, but that’s fine. I gave up
on my life a long time ago. In fact, this was
always the decision. I would be the scape-
goat. In fact, I volunteered to be. The rea-
son was that I had made it clear to every-
one who mattered that I wanted to be the
face. Yes. I wanted to be the face of your
torment. Your son harassed and bullied
almost everyone in school, and now every-
one in school can go to sleep knowing they
will never have to see him again. But you,
oh Councillor, you lost your only son, and
I want you to think of my name and my
face whenever you try to remember your
son. He’s gone, but I remain. And even if
you Kkill me, you will never have justice.
You will never have justice because,
Councillor, I truly didn’t kill your son. Or
at least, I wasn’t the only one.

Chew on that.

My disregards,

Sailesh Tuladhar

Shakya is a writer
based in Kathmandu.

Dustin Hoffman and
‘cricket royalty’ Sachin
Tendulkar among
celebrities at Wimbledon

Another former cricket star, Brian Lara,

O SHRINKHALA CHAND THAKURI Ll

A library built by children, for children

The Dhumbarahi Children’s Library marked its second anniversary with activities organised largely

by young volunteers, celebrating a community built around reading and sharing.

KATHMANDU

n Saturday, the second
anniversary of the
Dhumbarahi Children’s
Library brought togeth-

material. She also values the people
she encounters there, explaining
that each visit teaches her some-
thing new. At its best, a library is a
social and intellectual space where
curiosity is encouraged through
conversation, guidance and repeat-
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Benedict Cumberbatch
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merican actor Dustin Hoffman and cricket great
Sachin Tendulkar were among the celebrities at
Wimbledon on Friday to watch defending champi-
on Jannik Sinner play Novak Djokovic on Centre
Court.

British actors Benedict Cumberbatch, Hugh Laurie and
Damian Lewis watched from the Royal Box, as did fashion
designer Tom Ford and Anna Wintour.

Tendulkar, considered one of the greatest cricketers ever,
retired in 2013 after playing in his 200th test match. Wimbledon
called him “ cricket royalty.”

Another former cricket star, Brian Lara of the West Indies,
was also in the Royal Box, an area reserved for special guests
invited by the All England Club.

Netherlands defender and Liverpool captain Virgil van Dijk
was also a guest. The Dutch were eliminated at the World Cup
in the round of 32.

The 88-year-old Hoffman wasn’t in the Royal Box, though he
was a guest there in 2024.

Earlier on Centre Court, Alexander Zverev advanced to
Sunday’s final by beating British wild card Arthur Fery.

er young readers, art-
ists, dancers, debaters and volun-
teers for a celebration that reflected
the very principle on which the
library was founded: -children
creating opportunities for other
children.

The day included competitions,
performances, games and creative
stalls. Yet the significance of the
celebration lay not simply in the
number of activities it offered. Its
most distinctive feature was the
role children themselves occupied
throughout the event. They
appeared as organisers, volunteers,
performers, artists and community
builders.

This spirit can be traced back to
the library’s beginnings. Founded
by siblings Skanda Swar and
Saharsha Swar, the Dhumbarahi
Children’s Library emerged from a
recognition that books gain greater
value when they are shared.

Saharsha, a seventh-grade stu-
dent at Ullens School and the
library’s co-founder, recalled that he
and his sister had accumulated
many books at home. Rather than
leaving them on their shelves, they
decided to make them available to
children in the community. Every
Saturday, Skanda began taking the
books to Dhumbarahi Secondary
School, where local children could
borrow them.

The system was designed to
encourage reading and also to culti-
vate responsibility. After successful-
ly returning a borrowed book, the
reader became eligible to borrow
two more. In this way, trust was
gradually rewarded with greater
access.

Two years later, the anniversary
celebration demonstrated how far
that original idea had travelled.
Throughout the day, participants
took part in dance, singing, debate,
painting, story-writing and quiz
competitions.

The presence of student volun-
teers further strengthened the
event’s child-led character. Students
from Xavier International School,
Rato Bangala School and Ullens
School operated stalls and helped
conduct activities for younger par-
ticipants.

The Interact Club of Rato
Bangala organised the drawing and

story-writing competitions.

Similarly, students from Xavier
International School took responsi-
bility for the face-painting stall.
Eighth-grader Anmol Shrestha
joined the school’s art teacher and
fellow students in painting a variety
of designs on children’s faces. Some
participants selected decorative
images, while others chose flags
representing the teams they sup-
port in the ongoing FIFA World Cup.

Anmol described the group’s pur-
pose with a phrase that captured
both the literal and emotional
value of their work. Their motive,
he said, was “to paint smiles on
everyone’s faces.”

Throughout the venue, children
cycled, played games, climbed an
inflatable slide, and made bracelets,
while a musical performance and a
magic show entertained both chil-
dren and adults. Lunch was also
provided for attendees.
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However, behind the excitement
of the anniversary stood the long-
term influence of the library itself.

“I have been visiting the library
regularly for the past two years, and
it has helped me understand more
about the world,” said ten-year-old
Pratigya Khatri, who studies at a
nearby school. “I prefer physical
books because they are more com-
fortable for my eyes than reading
digitally.”

For Khatri, however, the library
offers more than access to reading

’_The Interact Club
of Rato Bangala
organised the drawing
and story-writing
competitions.

ed participation.

“Libraries like this are valuable
for children who want to learn
more,” said eighth grader Uttam
Bhaiya Yadav while making a brace-
let at one of the stalls. “I enjoyed the
dance competition the most because
I love dancing, and I believe it is
important for a child’s overall
development.”

Most of the organisers and volun-
teers were middle-school and high-
school students. With support from
adults, they conducted competi-
tions, managed stalls, performed
and welcomed younger children
into the programme.

Sponsors, including Juice Jelly
and Bam Bam Drink, supported the
anniversary celebration. Still, its
character came largely from the
children who contributed their
books, time and skills.

The Dhumbarahi Children’s
Library began with two siblings
looking at their own collection of
books and asking how it might ben-
efit someone else. That question has
since expanded into a community
initiative where children can read,
develop their interests and learn
from their peers.

The anniversary reflected the
same idea on a larger scale.
From the competitions and
performances to the stalls run by
student volunteers, children were
involved at nearly every level of the
celebration.

It was, quite simply, an event by
the Kkids, for the kids.

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF ABHIGYA KUMAR SHRESTHA
The presence of student volunteers further strengthened the
event'’s child-led character.
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